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PREFACE. 


Thb  Volume  now  o&red  to  the  public  is  chie6y  designed: 
to  commanicate  the  information  supplied  by  a  tesideDce 
of  23  years  at  Bombay  and  BeogaL  During  that  period, 
many  opportunitiea  of  viaiting  tbe  districts  under  those 
presidencies,  have  afforded  a  considerable  acquaiotance 
with  topics,  Uie  correct  knowledge  of  which  must  bft 
highly  important,  not  only  to  the  military  or  naval  c^cer, 
but  to  those  engaged  in  the  civil  departments  of  every 
description ;  who  may  thus  be  assisted  justly  to  apprecv-; 
ate  the  character  of  the  natives,  and  also  of  the  European 
BO<uety-in  British  India. 

In  order  to  render  this  Volume  more  acceptable  to  those 
readers  for  whose  information  it  has  been  compiled,  a 
fiimiliar  rather  than  a  didactic  style  has  been  generally 
adopted.  The  same  intention  has  precloded  a  rigid  ar- 
rangement, under  abstract  heads  and  chapters,  or  any 
attempt  to  render  the  contents  at  large  too  philosophically 
diffnae. 

From  tbe  commencement  of  the  present  century,  and 
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even  Bince  the  first  appeanace  of  this  Vade-Mecum,  the 
knowledge  of  Eastern  literatare  has  been  assiduously  cul- 
tivated, both  in  Europe  and  Asia.  It  has,  therefore, 
been  desired  in  this  Digest  of  the  former  woric  by 
Captain  Williamson,  generally  to  avoid  the  introduction 
of-  those  topics,  which  later  writers  have  amply  considered. 
Those  readers,  therefore,  whose  pursuits  or  inclination 
may  lead  them  to  seek  very  detailed  information  respecting 
the  religious  tenets  of  the  varions  sects,  the  languages 
and  literature  of  Uie  East,  &c.  should  consnlt  those 
authors  to  whom  the  world  is  bo  mnch  indebted.  The  foU 
lowiog  publicatiooa  are  peculiarly  suited  for  students  itw 
tent  on  applying  themselves  to  the  most  valuable  sources 
of  oriental  learning. 

The  Philological  Publications  of  Gilchrist,  those 
also  of  Wilkim,  are  equally  mdiapansable  for  attaining  a 
ptoficieney  in  the  Persian  lai^nage,  and  in  the  KtaratHrcr 
of  the  Hindooe— accomfdsdimenls  easentlal  for  officers  of 
every  rank.  To  cadets  who  would  iocor  a  leas  ezpsns^ 
the  Persian  Vocabulary,  by  Hopkins,  is  particularly  19- 
commended.  Richardson's,  Jones^  and  Gladwin's  Orki 
entai  puUications  should  not  be  omitted,  nor  Onseley^a 
Essay  towards  facilitating  the  reading  of  Persian  muHk 
scripts  ;  which  will  materially  assist  those  who  wouM  bet- 
come  ad^ts  in  th«. art  of  daeiphermg  the  aaost  difficalt 
Persi-Arabic  writings,  which  abound  in  the  East  Bal- 
fonr**  Forms  of  Heikero  sfaoold  also  be  provided;  to- 
gether with  Sale's  Koran,  which  supplies  the  fiHlest  m- 
fonmtion  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Mahometan  reli- 
gion. ReynelTs  Memoir,  united  with  his  Atlas  and 
Hap,  or  the  Map  of  India  lately  compiled  by  Walker, 
will  prore  t^  best  goidea  in  tiie  geography  of  the  Ewt. 
and  especially  afford  correct  topographical  informalioa 
It  to  tboee  provioees  of  Hindoostan  which  now  belong 
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PREFACE.  TU 

4d  GfMt  BrituD,  or  are  placed  nndor  bar  panunotiDt 
■way. 

It.  would  ba  mdleaa  to  eanmerBte  minntely  the  re- 
qoiiita  ooDtoita  of  a  weU-choaqn  oriental  library,  the  ex- 
teat  of  which,  after  all*  miut  ofteo  be  regulated  rather 
by  the  pecuniary  ability  than  the  literary  inclination  of  a 
pnrdmBer,  especially  as  new  publications,  in  peiiodical 
succession,  frequently  aupefaeda  thnr  immediate  prade- 
cesaors  in  erery  branch  of  Eastern  iatelGgUKe,  acqui- 
sitions, and  accompliahmeDtB.  And  here  I  take  the  li- 
berty of  Bu^esting,  that  commanders  of  vessels  bound 
for  India,  might,  to  good  purpose,  carry  out  an  assort- 
ment of  oriental  works,  either  for  circulation  or  sale, 
during  the  outward  voyage,  among  the  studious  part  of 
the  passengers,  who  could  thus  imbibe,  enptmant,  bene- 
ficial instruction. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  or  remind  the  adventurer  to 
British  India,  that  by  inspecting  the  Court  Guide,  in 
conjunction  with  the  India  Register,  for  the  current  year, 
he  will  easily  learn  who  are  the  patrons,  to  whom  he  cao 
apply  with  the  most  probability  of  success.  As  to  the 
published  regnlationa  for  the  control  or  guidance  of 
persons  proceedit^  to  India,  there  must  be  frequent 
fluctuations.  These  will  be  easily  ascertained  by  con- 
sulting the  Directory,  published  yearly  under  the  imme- 
diate sanction  of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  soliciting  the  reader's  indul- 
gence as  to  any  typographical  errors  which  he  may  notice ; 
nor  will  he  be  disinclined,  I  trust,  to  excuse  any  mis- 
arrangements  which  may  occasionally  appear,  even  after 
the  greatest  attention  in  preparing  numerous  ezUacts  for 
the  press.  And  now,  anxiously  hoping  that  the  following 
pages  may  amuse,  while  they  convey  instruction,  they 
are  consigned,  by  the  compiler,  to  the  mature  considera- 


:dbvGoogIe 


Till  PREFACE. 

tion  of  a  discriminatiag,  juit,  and  liberal  pobHc;  tnutiug 
that  his  motiTeB,  at  leasts  will  be  thought  to  deaerre  the 
approbation  of  all  his  conntrymen,  who  aie  more  or  le&s 
interested  in  the  durable  prosperity  of  the  British  Indian 
Empire,  aa  the  most  eatJmable  appendage  of  the  parent 
atate. 

J.  B.  G. 
London,  Ciarges  Street,  No,  II. 
lit  June,  182fi>. 
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THE  UNIVERSAL 


EAST  INDIA  VADE-MECUM. 


Gbbat  Dumbera  of  respectable  persons  annually  pro- 
ceed to  ludia  utterly  uuacqnainted  witb  the  cuEtomB, 
Sec.  peculiar  to  th&t  country ;  and  thus  are  subjected  to 
the  greatest  inconveniences.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  an 
experieoced  friend,  or  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
some  publication  suited- to  guide  under  a  cose  of  no  small 
difficulty,  not  only  many  a  pound,  which  could  perhaps 
be  ill  spared,  has  been  thrown  away,  but  much  lasting  in- 
jury has  been  entailed.  Little  apology  then  is  needful 
for  recommending  this  volume,  chiefly  the  result  of  a 
long  residence  in  Bengal  and  other  provinces  of  the  Pen- 
ioanla,  to  tltc  attention,  not  only  of  those  who  are  about 
to  emigrate  to  the  East,  but  of  such  also  as  have  relatives 
or  friends  in  that  reniote  quarter. 

The  channels  for  promotion  and  employment  in 
the  King's  civil,  military,  fuid  naval  service,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  are  so  much  alike  that  no  parti- 
oolor  hints  can  easily  be  given  respecting  those  of 
India,  which  are  not  common  to  the  whole.  A  refer- 
ence therefore  to  the  Occidental  and  Oriental  Redbooks 
of    every    current  year,   will    immediately   exhibit   the 
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2  EAST    INDIA    VADE-MECUU. 

number  and  nature  of  the  rarioos  offices  in  the  Eastern 
hemisphere  at  the  sole  disposal  of  the  crown.  Having 
thus  briefly  settled  this  prominent  division  of  local  intelli- 
gence, the  first  enquiry  is,  whether  an  appointment  be 
reqiured  in  the  Company's  service,  either  in  a  civil, 
military,  religions,  legal,  or  naval  capacity ;  or,  whether 
the  party  is  about  to  adventure  as  a  merchant,  free-mari- 
ner, or  simply  as  a  licensed  resideat  within  their  domi- 
nions. If  the  Company's  service  be  in  question,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  follow  implicitly  the  r^ulatione  of  the 
Court  of  Directors.  From  them  alone  can  any  nomina- 
tion be  obtained ;  and  they  have,  from  time  to  time, 
judged  it  expedient  to  promulgate  these  regulations  for 
the  better  managemeut  of  their  aflkirs,  aad  for  obviating 
misconception  on  the  part  of  every  candidate,  as  well  as 
to  shield  him  from  imposition.  As  they  are  subject  to 
much  fluctuation,  and  are  too  numeroufl  to  be  embodied 
in  this  work,  those  topics  have  been  excluded  altogether ; 
because  the  'East  India  Dibbctobt,*  published  an* 
naally,  as  edited  by  gentlemen  holding  offices  at  the 
India^House,  will  be  found  the  best  guide  in  all  such 
matters,  fVom  its  containing  the  code  in  force  at  the  time 
of  pubficatioD. 

Many  persons  formerly  received  commissions  in  the 
military  and  medical  departments  in  India,  from  the 
Govemor-general.  For  this,  urgent  necessity  was  the 
usual  plea ;  but  that  practice  was  severely  censured,  and 
has  been,  for  a  series  of  years,  with  a  few  fruitless  en$ep- 
tions,  completely  exploded.  The  hope,  consequently,  of 
thus  obtaining  any  employment  in  India,  as  a  regular  Com* 
pany's  servant,  should  never  be  entertained  ;  none  being 
permanently  bestowed  but  by  the  Directors.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  to  the  recommendations  of  their  govern- 
ments abroad,  in  behalf  of  peculiariy  meritorious  indivi- 
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duale,  they  have,  in  very  numeroaB  instances,  attended, 
especially  when  these  did  not  encroach  too  far  upon  the 
legitimate  patronage  of  that  supreme  executive  court  at 
home,  which  alone,  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  their 
immediate  constitaents,  can  annul  and  confirm  all  dena- 
tions  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  Berrica. 

Little  argument  ia  required  to  demonstrate  the  superior 
policy,  or  rather  the  imperious  necessity,  of  sending 
young  men  from  England  in  such  a  state  of  improve- 
ment as  may  enable  them  to  become  eminently  useful, 
immediately  on  their'arrival  at  the  presidencies  to  which 
they  may  he  nominated.  This,  to  a  certain  extent,  is 
effected  by  the  institntion  of  a  college,  and  of  a  nHlitary 
academy,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Directors.  At  the 
former,  those  intended  for  the  civil  service  should  be 
duly  gronnded  in  the  most  useful  languages,  8lc.,  of  the 
East ;  while,  at  the  latter,  young  geotlemui  are  instmot- 
ed  in  whatever  may  be  essential  towards  their  military 
career;  incladiog,  of  course,  a  competent  rudimental 
acquaintance  with  the  Hindoestenee  tongue.  Thus  the 
natives  are  induced  to  entertain  more  respect  for  the 
jonictf  civil  and  militaiy  serraats,  than  could  possibly 
be  expected,  while  a  want  of  every  local  requisite,  and 
even  of  the  very  rudiments  of  professional  suence,  was 
too  conspicuous.  The  Dibkctokt,  already  spoken  of, 
will  be  found  to  contain  whatever  relates  to  the  proper 
qualifications  of  young  men  seeking  employment  under 
the  Company.  It  should,  however,  be  fairly  stated 
here,  that  whenever  any  undue  influence  is  exerted,  by 
pecuniary  means,  to  obtain  an  appointment,  in  whatever 
branch,  expulsion,  disgrace,  or  eventually  heavy  fines, 
!tc.,  in  all  probability  will  be  the  result.  As  the 
risk  of  subsequent  detectioD  is  very  serious,  p«at  paina 
have  been  taken'^aud  heavy  expenses  incurred  to  oonk- 
b2 


:dbvGoogIe 


4  £AST   INDIA   VADE-MECUM, 

municate  all  the  requUite  preliminary  instructions  to 
youths  in  the  medical,  civil,  en^neer,  and  artillery 
branches  of  the  service.  Both  cavalry  and  infantry 
cadets  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  so  entirely  overlooked, 
that  they  may  all  proceed  to  British  India  without  pos- 
sessing  a  particle  of  local  intelligence,  or  any  portion 
of  those  ordinary  acquirements  that  every  gentleman, 
educated  for  the  army,  should  carry  with  him  from  home 
to  the  place  of  his  destination  abroad,  as  becomes  en 
efficient  officer,  able  and  willing  from  the  first  to  per- 
form his  duty  profitably  for  his  employers.  At  least,  no 
regular  examination  precedes  a  nomination  to  the  rank 
of  cadet  in  the  infantry  line,  or  cavalry ;  though  the 
numbers  belonging  to  those  two  corps  alone  are  in  the 
proportion  of  four  to  one.  Thus  the  ignorance  annually 
exported  in  these  departments  may  be  three-fourths 
more  than  attaches  to  the  rest,  even  whose  relative  rank 
depends  oo  their  respective  talents,  finally  adjusted  after 
repeated  trials  ;  while  all  the  infantry  and  cavalry  can- 
didates escape  to  India,  in  this  respect,  scot  free,  what- 
ever may  be  their  fate.afterwards. 

Were  certain  qualifications  declared  essential,  previous 
to  admission,  after  a  ta.ii  examination,  there  would  soon 
be  no  lack  of  expectants  well  versed  in  the  usual  branches 
of  useful  learning,  including  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
English  grammar,  and  the  rudiments  also  of  the  Hia- 
doostanee  tongue.  A  regulation  founded  on  such  prin- 
ciples would  subject  the  Company  to  little  or  no  ex- 
pense i  and  BO  far  from  being  tnjnrious  to  the  future  pro- 
spects of  any  patron^s  individual  proteg6  it  must  infal- 
libly promote  them,  by  seasonably  stimulating  a  boy 
to  an  early  habit  of  mental  exertion,  from  the  natural 
fear  of  being  rejected  as  quite  unfit  for  the  Company's 
service  in  any  military  capacity. 
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The  one  thing  most  needful  for  every  situation  of  im- 
portance and  Ttaponsibility,  undoubtedly  ia,  a  colloquial 
facility  in  the  popular  speech  of  India ;  for  no  man,  who 
is  not  a  practical  linguist,  can  execute  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  safety,  unless  it  be  a  mere  siuecure ;  but  there 
ore  so  few  in  the  East,  that  he  is  a  lucky  fellow  indeed 
who  can  secure  so  snug  a  birth  in  any  one  of  the  public 
departments  there  ;  for  it  is  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to 
act  through  the  medium  of  native  agency,  on  any  occb- 
sion,  where  malversation  can  possibly  exist,  as  in  the  com- 
missariat or  such  confidential  branches  of  the  service. 

The  Madras  Government  has  done  much  more  to  ex- 
cite a  general  emulation  among  their  junior  suhaltems  to 
become  proficient  orientalists,  than  the  two  other  presi- 
dencies, where  the  interpretership  and  quartennastership 
only,  are  held  by  the  same  person,  to  whom,  on  the 
former  establishment,  the  paymastership  of  the  battalion 
has  recently  been  added  ;  and  if  this  additional  stimulus 
could  he  conveniently  adopted  at  Bengal  and  Bombay, 
likewise,  the  result,  in  course  of  time,  would  speak  for  it- 
self, by  creating  a  very  general  oompetitiOD  in  studying 
every  useful  provincial  dialect,  over  and  above  the  Hin- 
doostanee  or  military  tongue, — this  being,  in  fact,  ab  imtio 
a  Mivt  qua  non  to  every  British  officer  in  Hindoostan. 

The  soundest  policy  dictates  the  propriety  of  convinc- 
ing the  natives  of  India,  that  jnatice  will  he  impartially 
executed  in  all  our  civil  and  military  tribunals,  and  as  fax 
as  possible  through  the  colloquial  medium  best  known 
to  those  persons  who  are  most  interested  in  the  pending 
deasion  of  the  particular  court,  whatever  it  may  he. 

Nothing  so  effectually  counteracts  the  prejudices  which 
invariably  possess  the  minds  of  subdued  nations  against 
their  conquerors,  as  conciliatory  treaUnent,  and  the  equit- 
able judgments  of  the  ruling  powers  for  the  time  being. 
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This  BiDgle  object,  therefore,  merits  the  immediate  ap' 
poiotment  of  thirty  or  forty  additional  interpretert 
•mong  the  King's  and  Company^s  troops ;  for  Bach  a 
plaa  would  greatly  conaterbalaoce  any  extra  chaige,  end 
moreorer  establish  on  the  spot,  a  universal  nnrsery 
for  oriental  proficients,  throi^h  the  whole  of  the 
British  Indian  army,  at  an  expense  hardly  perceptible, 
when  compared  with  other  disbnnements  in  behalf  of 
eastern  learning  for  a  rery  inferior  ntuuber  of  emigrant 
students  from  this  coantry  to  Hindoostan. 

Were  the  King's  officers  mere  sojourners  in  the  Com- 
pany's territories  for  two,  or  three  seasons,  at  farthest, 
tiieir  total  ignorance  of  eastern  dialects  at  present  would 
be  of  little  moment ;  but  since  a  great  majority  of  them 
become  stationai^  for  a  long  period  of  time,  surely  this 
portion  of  local  knowledge  may  soon  be  made  to  produce 
maoh  good,  besides  preventing  a  great  deal  of  barm ; 
though  its  evident  advantages,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
be  left  here  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

The  o£Sce  of  a  faithful  interpreter  being  one  which  do 
unqualified  candidate  would  venture  to  discharge,  it  can* 
not  safely  be  prostituted  to  favour  or  influence  alone,  and 
necessarily  becomes  the  legitimate  prize  of  juvenile  merit. 
It  has  been  recently  asserted,  however,  that  iostances 
of  unworthy  incumbents  are  occasionally  discovered, 
where  their  brother  officers,  as  members  of  the  court^nar- 
tial,  gratuitously  perform  the  duties  of  such  sinecurists  ; 
leaving  the  individual  non-effective  subaltern  to  pocket 
his  allowances,  with  the  exposure  of  his  own  incapacity, 
until  some  trial  of  an  extraordinary  complexion  force  him 
to  resign  a  honourable  post  to  a  better  man,  on  whose 
fidelity  alone  the  life  and  character  of  an  innocent  per- 
son may  sometimes  depend. 

The  annual  savings  which  a  proficient  in  the  country 
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tongues  may  effect  ia  all  confidential  transactioaa,  by  his 
skill  and  integrity,  are  inconceivable ;  and  the  loss 
through  inexperience,  dishonesty,  and  ignorance  of  the 
popuUr,  or  local  speech,  most  be  equally  enormous :  pub- 
lic agents,  commissaries,  paymasters,  8tc.,  can  never, 
therefore,  he  Bo£Bciently  on  the  watch  to  prevent  pecu- 
lation, deception,  and  embezalement  by  their  inferior 
Indian  assistants  in  those  departments  of  the  aerrioe. 

It  is  difficult  to  account,  on  rational  principles,  for  the 
existing  want  of  regular  interpreters  in  all  the  European 
artillery,  and  other  corps;  to  say  nothing  yet  of  the 
whole  King's  troops  in  that  qnarter  of  the  globe;  be- 
cause, it  must  be  admitted,  there  can  hardly  one  month, 
a  week,  or  even  a  day  elapse,  without  continual  inter- 
coarse  with  hundreds  of  Hindoostanees,  intimately  con- 
nected with  each  regiment  as  subordinates,  domestics, 
or  followers,  who-  must  necessarily  he  often  summoned 
to  attend  conrts-martial,  as  culprits,  or  witnesses  for  ex- 
amination, in  their  own  several  dialects :  but  in  these 
cases  DO  official  linguist  is  to  be  found,  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  act  faithfully  as  interpreter  before  each  of 
the  r^;imental  courts,  when  these  are  assembled  for  the 
due  administration  of  justice,  within  the  precincts  of  a 
garrison,  cantonmeatfi,  or  camp. 

The  opportunity  for  the  aelecUon  of  civil  servants  duly 
qualified  to  fill  offices  of  considerable  importance,  to 
which  either  large  salaries,  or  handsome  fees,  &c.  are  at- 
tached, affords  the  ready  means  of  rewarding  the  labours 
of  meritorious  individuals ;  and,  wiUi  few  exceptions,  of 
enabhng  them,*  after  a  fiiir  term  of  aervitude,  to  return  to 
Europe  with  competent  fortunes.  Heace,  the  Company 
have  not  found  it  necessary  to  stipulate  for  their  granting 
any  pensions  to  tivil  serrants.  Yet,  whenever,  the  pres- 
sure of  infirmity,  or  misfortune,  has  exhibited  to  the 
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Directors  an  object  justly  entitled  to  their  consideration, 
■uch  ciril  serranta,  aud,  od  many  occasions,  their  widowH 
and  children  also,  hare  experienced  that  attention  to 
their  distresses  which  served  to  elevate  them  beyond 
the  reach  of  adversity,  independent  of  the  fund.  This 
has  been  established  by  voluntary  contribntions,  in  aid 
of  the  subscribers,  their  wives  or  children,  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  of  the  several  societies  at  each  presidency, 
and  in  various  departments  of  the  service ;  as  will'  be 
found  minutely  detailed  in  tlie  India  B«giBter,  &c. 

In  the  military  branch,  a  marked  level  prescribes  tfae 
rise  of  every  individual,  beyond  which,  except  in  a  few 
instances  of  staff-appointments,  the  utmost  merit  may 
unhappily  remain  unrewarded.  Also,  in  a  climate  so 
destructive,  the  discharge  even  of  ordinary  duties  is  fre- 
quently attended  with  results  most  injurious  to  the  con- 
stitution. It  has,  therefore,  been  judged  necessary  to 
make  some  provision  for  those  who  may  either  be  com- 
pelled to  seek  the  re-establishment  of  health  in  their 
native  country,  under  the  indul|;ence  of  a  furlough,  or 
who,  having  passed  the  prime  of  their  days  in  that  quar. 
ter,  may  choose  to  withdraw  from  the  effective  strength 
of  the  army,  passing  their  latter  years  in  retirement,  and 
making  way  for  the  more  active,  to  supply  their  places 
in  the  performance  of  the  more  ardaous  duties  of  the 
camp  and  field  of  laborious  warfare. 

In  consideration  of  the  important  services  rendered  by 
their  military  and  naval  officers  and  surgeons,  as  also  by 
their  chaplains,  the  Company  have  established  certain 
rates  of  income,  under  the  general  terms  of  fall-pay,  halF- 
pay,  and  pension,  for  such  as  may  retire  from  their  service  : 
those  rates,  togetiter  with  all  the  regulations  in  force,  will 
be  found  in  the  before-mentioned  Directory. 

tio  British  subject,  unless  bom  in  India,  can  claim  the 
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right  of  residing  within  the  Company's  j  nrisdictioa.  This, 
including  St.  Helena,  extends  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
easterlj,  towards  Cape  Horn;  comprefaending  all  the  In- 
dian Seas  and  the  great  Peninsula  of  Asia,  so  far  as  the 
British  flag  is  displayed,  with  the  exception,  however, 
of  the  Island  of  Ceylon.  On  that  island  the  whole 
establishment  appertains  to  the  Crown,  though  generally 
some  of  the  Madias  troops,  or  even  a  portion  of  the  Bengal 
army,  may  be  seen  doing  duty  there,  as  auxiliaries.  Even 
here,  also,  either  office  or  licence  is  requisite  to  establish 
the  right  of  residence  in  any  pursuit. 

Necessity  has  imposed  very  arbitrary  rules  on  the  con. 
duct  of  government  abroad.  None  hut  persons  whose  po> 
litical  conduct  and  opinions  are  decfffedly  unexceptionable 
are  permitted  to  reside  within  the  Compfjiy's  territories. 
Every  European  inhabitant  is,  or  at  least  ot  |;lf.t  to  be,  re- 
gistered, and  furnished  with  a  licence,  renewable  at  times, 
or  subject  to  be  cancelled  by  the  Supreme  Council.  This 
regulation  is  maintained  againet  whatever  may  tend,  bow- 
ever  obliquely,  towards  colonization.  Thus,  in  Calcutta, 
{kalkutta.)  though  purchases  may  be  made  of  landed  pro- 
perty, secured  by  putlas,*  which  oorrespond,  generally, 
with  our  title-deeds,  yet  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
actual  claim  to  the  soil.  Nor  does  this  create  any  diffi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  who,  provided  there  be 
no  latent  mortgage.  Sec.  always  holds  the  property  as  a 
fee-simple.  This  rule  does  not,  indeed,  properly  extend 
beyond  the  Muharutta  Ditch,  which  formerly  circum- 
scribed the  town  on  the  land  side,  making  nearly  a  semi- 
circle, whose  radius  exceeded  a  mile  and  a  half.     Beyond 

*  T^e  Hindee,  or  geoeial  laoguage  of  India,  has  thousands  of  word* 
in  coinmoii  with  the  provincUl  Bungalee,  which  differ  in  the  sound  o( 
the  ihort  vowels  u  and  o  onl;— thui,  kalkotta,  polta,  goaga  jal,  i(  the 
biier  modification,  and  kalkutia,  putia,  gunga  jal,  (gangea  taaler,)  the 
fbnner  of  the  ■cirsame  vocables. 


bi  Google 


10  EAST    INDIA   VADE-U£CUH. 

that  ancient  barrier,  (in  old  times,  tlie  protection  agtinst 
tbe  iacuraions  of  the  Muharntta  horse.)  though  puttas  ma; 
perhaps  exist,  their  validity  would  not  bear  tbe  test  of  li<- 
tigation.  The  Company,  it  is  true,  have  io  rarious  in- 
stances made  grants  of  lands,  but  always  under  such  tenns 
as  precluded  any  claim  to  property  in  tbe  soil,  as  a  perma- 
nent, independent,  and  paramount  tequre. 

The  free  merchant,  free  mariner,  or  licensed  sojourner, 
proceeding  to  India  with  tbe  view  of  purchasing  landed 
property,  or  becoming  a  renter  in  his  own  name,  will 
find  himself  in  an  awkward,  or  even  ahaxardous,  aituaUon, 
should  he  lay  out  his  money  in  supposed  purchases,  or  in 
buildings,  et  cetera,  beyond  the  ascertained  limits  of  tbe 
town  of  Calcutta.  P»eple  should  therefore  correct,  in  dne 
time,  erroneous  impressions  arising  from  misrepresentation 
or  from  miscoacepdon.  They  must,  indeed,  alienate  them- 
selves from  British  opinions,  and  conform  to  local  con- 
siderations ;  divested  of  every  prepossession,  and  viewing 
our  Indian  pQSsessions,  not  aa  colonies,  but  as  conquests 
'^^f  a  peculiar  description,  to  which  many  of  our  laws  and 
privileges  are  every  way  eitlier  unsuitable,  or  unwelcome. 
.  Of  late  years  tbe  competition  for  Indian  passengers,  as 
the  most  lucrative  caigo  to  the  East  Indies,  has  been  so 
multiplied,  that  great  changes  have  occurred  in  the  price 
and  medium  of  conveyance  to  that  distant  country. 
Should,  indeed,  the  projected  voyages  in  steam  vttssels  be 
found  to  answer  expectation,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture 
what  may  yet  become  the  shortest,  cheapest,  safest,  and 
most  pleasant  vehicles  of  transition.  In  the  interim,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  rather  unfair,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  to 
award  the  palm  of  superiority  to  the  regular  Company's 
ships  or  private  traders.  Each  class  has  its  peculiar  ad- 
vaott^es  and  drawbacks ;  and  tsvery  individuid  commander 
is  now  strongly  impressed  with  tbe  idea,  that  upon  his 
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general  good  character  for  nautical  skill  and  hospitable 
treatmetit.  of  bis  passengers,. must  ultimately  depend  his 
chance  of  making  either  a  fortune  or  a  comfortable  sub- 
sistence, amidst  a  host  of  enterprising  rivals. 

Ad  honest  &me  once  established  in  the  course  of  a  few 
brips  to  the  East,  with  a  common  share  of  successful 
escape  from  the  dangers  of  the  deep,  will  prore  the  best 
stock  ID  this  trade  for  a  beginner,  so  long  as  a  live  bill  of 
lading  shall  form  an  item  of  great  moment,  as  at  present, 
on  both  the  outward  and  homeward  passages. 

The  reader  will  by  this  time  be  fully  apprised  of  the  inu 
practicalulity  of  getting  by  sea  to  India,  from  any  British 
port  No  captain  can  lawfully  receive  him,  unless  furnish- 
ed with  documentary  authority ;  without  which,  a  similar 
ordeal  may  be  eipected  to  be  encountered  the  moment  the 
vessel  reaches  her  destination  in  Hindoostan,  or  the  east* 
em  settlements  beyond  the  Cape.  Every  attempt,  there- 
fore, to  elude  those  precautions  may  prove  hazardous,  or 
at  best  nugatory,  by  subjecting  the  intruder,  sooner  or 
later,  as  accidents  or  caprice  may  dictate,  to  instant  re- 
tromissioD  to  Europe,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Parliament 
to  that  effect. 

Such  a  variety  of  concurrent  circumstances  regulate  pro 
tenure  the  aotouDt  of  passage-money,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  draw  any  middle  line,  where  the  extremes  occasionally 
fluctuate  from  nxty  to  three  hundred  pounds  arhead,  con- 
fonuably  with  the  accommodations  required,  and  the  table 
or  mess  which  will  be  most  suitable  to  the  rank,  taste,  and 
means  of  the  particular  guest,  who  is  expected  to  pay 
more  or  less,  accordingly,  for  all  extraordinary  con- 
veniencies.  Though  a  decided  preference  of  regular  In- 
diamen,  to  those  termed  private  traders,  may  not  be  ad- 
vieeable,  still,  compared  with  both  classes,  the  general 
prejudice  against  foreign  bottoms  is  too  well  founded  in 
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justice,  to  admit  of  dispute.  For,  whatever  a  passenger 
may  thus  save  id  purse,  he  will  assuredly  lose  io  time  and 
personal  comfort :  a  remark,  perhaps,  applicable  also  in 
some  degree  to  vessels  from  every  port  except  London. 

Among  an  increasing  body  of  celebrated  dealers  in  those 
articles,  which  every  adventurer  must  carry  along  with  him 
to  the  East,  the  lists  are  so  numerous  and  appropriate  as  to 
enable  any  youth  to  judge  and  select  for  himself,  on  li- 
beral or  economical  grounds,  in  proportion  to  the  pecu- 
niary abilities  of  the  parties  connected  with  his  6oal 
equipment^and  to  the  style  of  life  he  may  have  previously 
enjoyed  with  regard  to  clothes,  accoutrements,  and  every 
thing  else.  Few  young  men  reach  London  wholly  desti- 
tute of  experienced  monitors  on  the  spot  for  their  pend- 
ing transactions  with  long-established  tradesmen,  Sic.  en- 
gaged in  providing  every  necessary  for  an  Indian  voyage, 
ofthe  best  quality,  and  at  the  most  reasonable  charge. 

The  ordinary  out-iit  of  passengers  will  necessarily  dif- 
fer in  a  similar  ratio  with  their  relative  wants  ert  passant, 
or  after  their  arrival.  Whatever  may  be  the  case,  it  will  be 
found  least  expensive  to  lay  in  the  whole  supplies  ofcloth- 
ing,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  from  the  stock  on  hand ; 
obtaining  any  additional  articles  from  those  tradesmen,  by 
whom  the  family  may  have  been  usually  furnished.  One 
cannot  too  forcibly  deprecate  the  common  practice  of  bur- 
thening  young  folks  with  a  variety  of  useless  apparel, 
8lc. ;  the  greater  part  of  which  becomes  the  perquisite  of 
servants,  or,  being  found  a  burthen  rather  than  a  conve- 
nience, is  generally  thrown  about  in  the  most  negligent  man- 
ner. The  grand  object  should  be  to  provide  what  may  be 
truly  efficient  after  an  arrival  in  India.* 

*  For  a  list  of  articles  required  inanout-At,  acconUag  to  the  Isteat 
iDrorination,  »ee  Appendu,  No.  1. 
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Hats  are  bo  very  subject  to  be  injured  on  board-ship, 
and,  indeed,  to  be  blown  overboard,  that  little  attention 
need  be  paid  to  appearance  in  that  article.  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  item  of  dress,  a  large  portion  may 
be  supplied  from  the  stock  in  use  previoas  to  embarkation. 
The  old  saying,  of  "  going  to  sea  to  wear  out  one's  old 
clothes,"  has  so  far  seose  on  its  aide,  that  whatever  can  be 
decently  worn  will  be  found  full  good  enough  for  that 
purpose.  Growing  youths  should  observe  the  precaution 
of  having  every  article  of  apparel  made  full  large ;  else, 
by  the  time  they  have  b«en  some  months,  at  sea,  they  will 
be  put  to  serious  inconvenience.  It  is  true,  that  few  ships 
sail  without  a  tailor  on  board,  but  he  is  not  always  to  be 
bad  ;  being  generally  employed  by  the  purser ;  or  he  may 
be  in  the  sick  list.  See. 

.  Military  persons,  whose  app^l  and  accoutrements  can- 
not be  ascertained  previous  to  quitting  England,  should 
confine  their  attention  to  a  supply  of  those  materials  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  useful  on  their  arrival.  Thus  an  officer 
of  infantry  may  find  it  his  interest  to  {purchase  a  few  yard* 
of  the  best  superfine  scarlet  broad  cloth,  or  kerseymere, 
for  making  up  his  regimentals ;  an  o£Bcer  of  artillery  or  of 
engineers,  blue,  8ic.  The  most  prudent  plan,  however,  on 
the  whole  is,  to  consult  intelligent  officers  just  returned 
from  India  on  matters  of  this  sort,  as  they  may  always  be 
found,  and  will,  of  course,  be  equally  willing  as  able  to 
afford  the  safest  counsel  to  every  cadet  The  several 
corps,  r^ments,  &c.  not  being  exactly  uniform  in  parti- 
cular points,  BQcb  as  the  colours  of  the  fiicings,  the  pat- 
terns of  the  swords,  8ic.  nothing  can  be  done,  with  pro- 
priety, in  those  instances.  Some  regiments  of  the  line  have 
gold,  and  others  have  silver  lace ;  hence  these  regiments 
cannot  ascertain  their  dress,  as  is  sometimes  to  be  done 
by  the  cadets  for  artillery,  engineers,  and  cavalry.     The 
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infantry  cadet,  therefore,  should  eqaip  himself  in  India 
with  the  aniform  of  the  corps  to  which  he  may  be 
appointed,  on  arrirnl :  the  additional  expense  of  pro- 
viding his  uniform  in  the  country  will  he  but  a  trifle  more 
than  its  prime  cost  in  England,  Moreover,  the  metal 
parts  of  it  are  apt  to  receive  damage  from  sea  air ;  and 
young  men  become  mortified  to  find,  on  unfolding  their 
uniform  coat,  upon  reaching  their  destinatioo,  that  the 
gold'or  silver  lace  is  tarnished,  and  the  coat  rendered  too 
shabby  to  be  worn. 

A  small  telescope,  that  may  be  easily  carried  in  the 
pocket,  will  prove  amusing  on  many  occasions,  and  to  a 
military  man  must  ever  be  ranked  among  absolute  ne- 
cessaries. 

From  the  very  limited  space  allowed  for  baggage  to  each 
passenger,  it  is  indispensable  that  every  article  should  be 
packed  dose.  Many  prefer  a  large  sea-chest ;  but  it  is 
the  worst  receptacle  that  could  be  devised;  especially  as 
it  becomes  useless  on  arrival  in  India,  and  should  in  every 
instance  be  superadded  by  four  boxes,  well  covered  with 
teatiier,  and  clamped  with  brass,  measuring  about  26  or 
28  inches  in  length,  18  in  breadth,  and  IS  in  depth. 
Within  each  box.  should  be  a  lifter,  so  that  half  the  con- 
tents may  be  taken  out  at  pleasure,  and  the  lower  tier  re- 
main undisturbed.  The  contents  of  ead)  part  should  be 
noted  on  a  piece  of  stiff  paper,  pasted  within  the  lid.  A 
copy  should  also  be  written  in  a  memorandum-book,  so 
that  the  contents  of  the  several  boxes  (numbered  and  let- 
tered with  the  proprietor's  initial^  thus,  *-,■■  *;•■  *-,■■  *;••) 
may  be  known  without  opening  them.  Only  one  of  these 
need  be  in  use  at  a  time ;  the  rest  being  sent  down  into 
the  after-hold ;  which  is  usually  opened  once  or  twice  a 
week,  on  stated  days,  for  the  convenience  of  those  who 
may  wish'  to  examine  their  packages. 
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Very  considerable  convenience  enflues  from  sorting  all 
linen  into  sets:  for  instance,  a  shirt,  an nnder-sbirt,  a  pair 
ofstockingB,  two  neck-handkerchiefs,  and  a  pocket  ditto. 
These  should  be  rolled  np  as  tight  as  can  be  effected  by 
nmnnal  force,  and  surrounded  witii  a  towel,  which,  being 
pinned,  keeps  all  fast  and  clean.  In  this  form  may  lioen 
be  packed  in  a  very  smal!  space.  Foul  linen  should  al- 
ways be  put  up  in  the  Bame  manner.  One  box,  containing 
arUcles  in  reserve  (hats,  silk  stockings,  best  coats,  linen, 
waistcoats,  &c.)  should  be  separated  from  snch  as  may  be 
occasionally  wanted.  As  each  will  occupy  about  five 
cubic  feetf'the  whole  may  be  comprised  in  half  a  ton  of 
measurement. 

Blankets,  &c.  not  in  use,  may  be  put  under  the  mattress, 
and,  for  a  standing  bed-place,  about  four  yards  of  coarse 
woollen,  snch  as  serge,  perpet,  shalloon,  or  baize,  may  be 
taken  on  board,  to  make  a  set  of  curtains.  This  in  some 
situations,  such  as  the  steerage,  will  be  found  not  only 
contfortabie,  but  necessary.  Those  who  hare  been  on 
board  any  coasting-vessel,  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation 
of  passengers,  will  instantly  approve  this  advice,  and  coia- 
prehend  how  desirable  it  is  that  every  box,  &c.  not  in 
immediate  use,  ahonid  be  consigned  to  the  after4iold. 
Shonld  more  than  four  trunks  be  deemed  necessary,  they 
may  generally  be  had  ready  made  at  most  of  the  mano- 
lacturers.  The  size  above  described  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
ceeded, on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  such  may 
be  suspended  in  sliugs  made  of  canvass,  and  be  carried  on 
bullocks,  one  trunk  on  each  side.  This  may  become  ne* 
cessary  during  a  march  or  campaign  in  the  East,  peibaps 
immediately  after  landing  there.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  on  this  point;  since  the  degree  of  compactness 
an  officer  is  able  to  attain,  will  generally  determine  the 
quantity  he  may  be  able  to  carry  on  a  journey,  and  ensure 
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its  early,  as  well  as  its  safe,  arriral  both  in  peace 
and  war. 

The  Company,  some  years  ago,  issued  their  orders,  that 
only  certain  stated  sums  should  be  taken  by  the  com- 
manders of  ships  in  their  employ,  according  to  the  rank 
of  passengers,  respectively.  A  reference -to  the  DiBKC- 
TORY  will  shew  what  were  prescribed,  any  trespass  on 
which  was  declared  tantamount  to  an  ipio  facto  dismissal 
from  the  service.  The  regulations  formerly  included  only 
as  far  as  majors,  under  the  supposition  that  all  above  tliat 
rank  would  indulge  in  the  hire  of  cabins;  for  which  they 
must,  of  course,  pay  extra.  The  specified  sums  were  what 
the  Company  paid  on  all  occasions  where  Uie  passage* 
money  was  receivable  from  their  own  treasury. 

It  is  probable  enoogh  that  the  recent  competition  for 
procuring  passengers  of  every  class,  has  reduced  the  ope- 
ration of  these  rules  within  a  rery  narrow  compass.  At 
all  events,  it  is  generally  better  to  leave  things  of  this 
nature  to  self-adjustment;  the  rise  or  foil  in  price  being 
settled  by  the  actual  state  of  the  market  In  this  instance, 
as  it  is  daily  growing  more  favourable  to  the  purchaser 
than  to  the  disposer  of  a  passage  to  India,  the  difficulty  of 
fixing  any  specific  sum  is  greatly  encreased. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  prove,  that  a  ship  containing  a 
great  number  of  cadets,  under  the  limited  rates,  would  by 
no  means  be  a  gaining  concern  to  the  commander.  Hence, 
formerly,  the  outward  voyage  was  not  his  grand  object  in 
this  poiotofview,  because,  even  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  he  could  not  then  make  any  great  profit  by 
his  passengers.  Yet,  by  his  liberal  treatment  of  them,  be 
used  to  obtain  that  character  whii^  must  still  ensure  a 
choice  of  rich  persons  returning  to  Europe,  who,  in  the 
aggregate,  rarely  &il  to  make  up  for  former  trouble,  and 
deficiency  of  pecuniary  benefit,  when  this  was  actually 
the  case. 
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It  is  usual  to  enquire  of  the  commanders  tlieir  probable 
number  of  p&ssengers,  snd  to  asrertaia  the  dates  at  which 
their  ships  are,  according  to  the  arraogemeDts  made  at  the 
India  House,  to  be  despatched.  Very  seriouB  complaints 
have  been  made  against  the  uncertainty  of  final  departure 
by  the  private  India  ships.  The  additional  expence  to 
their  passengers,  besides  other  disappointments,  has  been 
so  great,  that  the  evil  will  speedily  produce  its  own  re- 
medy by  becoming  insufferable.  The  experience  of 
a  season  or  two  will  alone  induce  the  owners  and  captains 
in  this  line  of  business,  to  commence  effectual  improve- 
ments, on  private  and  public  grounds. 

The  pursers  are  commonly  employed  to  adjust  the  rates 
of  passage,  and  to  dtsfwse  of  cabins  intended  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  passengere.  Matters  being  settled,  it  is 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  secretary  for  an  order  to  be  re- 
ceived on  board  the  vessel  in  question.  This  order,  soon 
as  obtained,  is  delivered  to  the  commander,  or  to  his  pur- 
ser. The  secretary  likewise  furnishes  every  Company's 
servant  with  a  certificate  of  his  appointment;  and  to  each 
free-mariner,  &c.  he  gives  a  licence  to  proceed  to  India. 
These  papers  must  be  carefully  preserved,  and  are  therefore 
best  consigned  to  the  keeping  of  the  purser,  for  delivery 
at  th^  office  of  the  secretary  under  that  presidency  to  which 
the  party  may  be  destined.  When  certificates  have  been 
lost,  much  difficulty  has  arisen,  and  all  the  parties  have 
been  obliged  to  depose  to  that  effect  on  oath. 

Those  who  are  about  to  embark,  will  do  well  to  cul- 
tivate an  acquaintance  with  the  respective  commanders, 
and,  when  practicable,  with  their  intended  shipmates. 
Experience  fully  proves  that  civility  rarely  lails  to  be 
beneficial.  It  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  previous 
acquaintance  must  engender  some  good  will.  The  cap- 
tains navigating  under  the  auspices  of  the  India  CoiA- 
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pany,  are  noen  who  hare  Been  much  of  the  worid,  and 
they  rarely  fail  justly  to  appreciate  markB  of  attention 
and  reBpect,  which  flow  voluntarily  from  perBona  with 
whom  they  have  dealings.  On  the  other  hand,  it  moat 
be  rather  nncomfbrtable  to  go  on  board  a  ship  where  alt 
are  total  strangers ;  or,  at  the  beat,  where,  perhaps,  the 
purser  alone,  and  that  with  some  heBitation  and  difficulty, 
acknowledges  ever  to  have  seen  your  face.  Common 
sense  points  out  that  such  a  state  of  things  is  both  impo- 
litic and  uncomfortable. 

The  truth  is,  that  in  the  Company's  ships,  we  find  most 
of  those  good  points  established  in  the  Royal  navy,  added 
to  much  desire  in  their  commanders  to  be  on  a  friendly 
footing  with  the  passengers ;  while  there  is  no  doubt 
that  their  terms  are  as  moderate  as  those  of  any  compe- 
titors, whether  British  or  foreign.  To  all  these,  (Ameri- 
cans, every  thing  considered,  excepted,)  there  exist  many 
objections. 

Should  a  passenger's  circuautances  enable  him  to  hire 
a  cabin,  his  comfort  will  be  very  greatly  increased,  even 
with  barely  room  enough  to  swing  a  cot,  or  to  pot  np  « 
standing  bed.  But,  lest  be  deceive  himself  as  to  the  ac- 
commodation he  may  derive  from  such  a  retirement,  he 
should  pay  a  visit  to  the  vessel,  lying  in  the  river,  pro- 
bably at  Gravesend,  or  the  Hope,  and  there  ascertain  the 
exact  dimensions  he  is  to  occupy.  Should  be  use  a 
swinging  cot,  it  is  an  object,  that  the  breadth  of  the 
cabin  allow  of  its  being  triced  up  between  the  beams 
during  the  daytime,  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and  to  give 
more  space  in  the  cabin.  When  suspended,  it  should  be 
lengthwise ;  so  that,  as  the  ship  rolls,  or  lays  down  oa 
either  side,  the  cot  should  swing  even.  If  hung  athwart- 
ahips,  unless  the  cabin  be  very  broad,  it  will  be  perpetu- 
ally knocking  against  the  bulk-head  (or  partition),  and 
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tfae  abip^B  side.  Hence  it  is  advisable,  whererer  the  space 
ftdmits,  to  make  ft  standing  bed-place  fore  and  afl,  ftir- 
Dished  with  rails,  to  keep  the  occupant  from  rolling  out. 
Else,  if  it  be  made  athwait-ships,  and  the  vessel  be  work- 
ing agaiast  an  adverse  wind,  he  must,  whenever  the  ship 
goes  about,  change  the  position  of  his  pillow,  from  head 
to  foot,  alternately. 

In  peaceable  times,  cabins  are  ordinarily  constructed 
of  wooden  partitions,  and  have  a  door,  with  lock,  &c. 
very  complvte;  bnt,  during  war-time,  they  are  usually 
made  of  canvass,  fixed  to  the  beams  above,  and  rolling  up 
thereto,  whenever  the  vessel  may  be  cleared  for  action. 
Some  cabins  include  a  port-hole,  wbicb,  in  lai^e  ships, 
is  peculiarly  comfortable ;  especially  under  the  Line, 
when  a  current  of  air  is  invaluable.  In  bad  weather, 
however,  when  the  port  is  shut,  cabins  that  have  only 
skuttles,  about  one-fourlh  the  size  of  a  port-hole,  become 
preferable;  especially  if  provided  with  glass  shutters; 
which,  if  not  previously  attached,  can  be  made  at  any 
time  by  the  ship's  carpenter.  The  skuttles,  usually  placed 
at  intervals  between  the  ports,  being  higher  up  in  the  side 
of  the  vessel,  and  nearer  to  the  deck  above  the  cabin,  are 
well  cdculated  for  allowing  the  escape  of  rarefied  air, 
which  would  float  above  the  level  of  a  port-hole.  When 
a  cabin  is  built  so  as  to  include  a  purt,  the  gun  appertain- 
ing to  it  is  commonly  sent  forward,  and  lashed  up  to  the 
rilip's  side,  the  muzzle  pointing  forward  ;  but,  on  emer- 
gency, the  cabin  is  knocked  down,  and  the  gun  is  run  into 
its  place.  Hence,each  kind  of  cabin  has  its  advantages, 
and  disadvantages. 

*  The  right  side  of  the  ship,  from  stem  to  stem,  is  called 
the  starboard,  and  the  left  the  larboard  The  line  on 
which  the  masts  stand,  ».  e.  straight  ever  the  keel,  divides 
them.  The  starboard,  in  most  modes  of  applying  the 
c  S 
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term,  implieB  superiority  over  the  larboard.  TbiiB,  the 
chief  mate  has  his  cabin  asaally  about  12  or  14  Teet  long, 
by  10  or  12  in  breadth,  next  to  the  great  cabin,  on  the 
starboard  side  of  the  gun-deck.  The  second  mate  has 
one  rather  smaller,  on  the  opposite,  or  larboard  side. 
Then,  ^ain,  the  third  mate  on  the  starboard  side,  imme- 
diately before  the  chief  mate's.  Next  before  him  is  the 
fourth  mate ;  while  the  surgeon  and  purser  usually  have 
their  cabins  on  the  larboard  side,  next  before  the  second 
floate's. 

What  is  called  the  "  great  cabin,"  is  a  slip  taken  off 
across  the  stern  of  a  ship,  on  the  gun-deck,  about  14 
feet  deep,  leaving  a  passage  on  the  larboard  side  for  pas- 
sengers and  officers  to  have  access  to  the  quarter-gallery, 
or  privy,  on  that  quarter.  The  great-cabin,  including  all 
the  stern  windows^  is  extremely  light  and  airy ;  but  its 
situation  rather  disadvantageous  to  those  troubled  wi^ 
habitual  sea-sickness.  The  bows  and  stem  partake,  in  an 
accumulated  ratio,  of  the  ship's  motion,  as  she  pitches ; 
that  is,  as  she  rises  and  sinks,  alternately,  at  the  head 
and  stem.  Thus,  the  centre  of  every  vessel  is  the  part 
least  subject  to  agitation. 

The  captaia  occupies,  in  general,  a  cabin  called  the 
"  state-room,"  situated  under  the  fore  part  of  the  poop,  on 
the  starboard  side,  with  a  glass  door  towards  the  quarter- 
deck. Its  dimensions,  as  well  as  those  of  all  the  cabins 
already  described,  vary  according  to  the  ship's  tonnage, 
but  may  be  taken  at  about  15  or  16  feet  square.  The 
space  including  it,  and  the  larboard  side  under  the  same 
paiallel}  is  called  "the  cuddy;"  (from  the  Persian  Awftt, 
a  room,  or  bouse.)  All  behind  is  designated  "  the  round- 
house ;**  and  has  a  row  of  glass  windows  in  the  stern  part, 
with  two  doors  opening  into  "  the  stem-gallery."  A  flight 
of  steps,  rather  confined,  sep'es  as  a  communication,  by 
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meaDB  of  the  atarboard  quarter^^llery,  with  the  great 
cabin.  These  steps,  under  which  is  a  water-cltSaet,  are 
particularly  convenient  to  ladies,  who  usually  have  the 
starboard  side  of  Uie  great-cabin  allotted  to  their  accom- 
modation. When  the  passengers  are  very  nameroua, 
especially  when  muiy  families  are  on  board,*  the  round- 
house is  partitioned  off  into  three  or  more  cabins ;  the  lar- 
board quarter-gallery,  on  the  upper  deck,  having  also  a 
water-closet.  In  such  case,  the  dinner-table  is  laid  in  the 
cuddy,  insteed  of  the  round-house ;  but,  as  it  is  rarely 
spacious  enough  to  allow  the  whole  to  sit  down  at  the 
same  time,  the  compatiy  are,  commonly,  divided  into  two 
parties,  succeeding  each  other  every  day  alternately. 

The  sums  paid  for  cabins  entirely  depend  upon  the 
demand,  tbeir  size,  the  ship's  destination,  and  the  div 
cumstances  of  the  person  selling  bis  accommodations. 
The  several  portions  of  the  round-house  and  great-cabin, 
both  of  which  are  considered  aa  the  captain's  property,  of 
course  are  paid  for  in  proportion  to  their  respective  dimen- 
sions. It  may,  however,  be  taken  as  some  guide,  that, 
outward  bound,  a  slip,  including  one  window,  may  pro- 
duce from  ^200.  to  £300. ;  and  that  the  several  matea' 
cabins  m^y  be  averaged  at  from  £3.  to  £&.  for  every 
square  foot  of  the  enclosed  area. 

There  being  an  essential  difference  in  comfort  between 
a  cot  and  a  fixed  bed-place,  it  may  be  acceptable  to  all 
readers  to  be  informed  of  some  minutiae  attached  to  those 
conveniences  respectively.  A  cot  is  an  oblong  case  of 
canvass,  having  a  deal  frame  at  the  bottom,  with  a  canvass 
saclcing  well  strained.  The  ends  are  furnished  with  small 
cords,  called  nettles,  which  pass  round  an  iron  thimble, 
or  grummet ;  and  those  again  are  passed  over  two  strong 
hooks,  placed  about  seven  feet  asunder,  fore  and  aft, 
whereby  the  cot  is  suspended.     During  the  day-time,  it  is 
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commonly  taken  down,  and  disposed  of  in  Bome  part, 
where  it  may,  so  far  as  the  meaos  allow,  be  out  of  the 
way.  The  best  mode  is  to  trice  it  up  betwe«n  the  beams 
that  support  the  superior  deck.  la  this  kind  of  bed,  the 
cot  always  preserving  its  level,  the  motion  of  the  ship  is 
scarcely  felt,  unless  when  she  is  acted  upon  by  a  very 
short,  broken  sea.  Hence,  those  who  are  much  troubled 
with  sea-sickness  should  always  provide  a  Hwiugiug  cot ; 
taking  care  to  hang  it  in  such  a  place  as  may  preclude  the 
danger  of  its  being  bumped  against  the  ship's  sides,  or  the 
bulk-head,  (a  boarded  partition,)  than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  ui^tleasant.  In  very  bad  weather,  when  the  ship 
has  rolled  many  streaks  of  her  deck  under  water,  the 
ftame  of  a  cot  has  been  forcibly  dashed  sgainst  the  beams. 
At  Budi  times, .  should  the  width  of  the  space  admit,  it  is 
proper  to  lengthen  the  nettles  to  their  utmost,  and  thus 
the  inconvenience  may,  generally,  be  avoided. 

A  standing  bed-place  is  convenient,  as  obviating  the 
necessity  for  removing  in  the  morning,  and  affixing  at 
night.  Thus,  t^e  bed-furniture  is  greatly  preserved  from 
injury  by  filth  and  vermin ;  while  its  occupant  can  "  turn 
in"  when  he  pleases,  with  the  satis&ction  of  knowing  that 
his  trunk,  by  being  under  him,  is  secured  from  damage, 
as  well  as  depred^stion ;  whereas  persons  who  sleep  in  cols 
often  experience  considerable  inconvenience  in  these  par- 
ticulars. Those  who  have  fixed  bed-places  in  the  larboard 
division  of  the  great-cabin,  are  by  far  more  privately,  and 
more  comfortably,  situated  than  such  as  have  them  in  the 
steen^e,  ranging  along  the  bulk-head  of  the  chief  mate's 
cabin.  In  either  case,  there  are  always  two  tiers,  or 
ranges,  of  bed-placea,  one  above  the  other.  The  lower 
are  certainly  most  convenient 

As  priority  of  embarkation,  or  at  least  of  adjustment, 
gives  a  right  to  selection,  it  is  advisable  to  visit  the  ship 
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toon  as  aa  order  for  being  taken  on  board  is  obtained ; 
when  a  choice  should  be  made  of  the  situation  for  a  bed- 
place.  Those  of  the  lower  tier,  nearest  the  stem  windows 
in  the  great«abin,  are  to  be  preferred,  as  more  aiiy  and 
light  The  latter  circumstance  will  be  important  to  those 
who  are  studious,  and  partial  to  reading  in  bed,  which, 
on  board-ship,  is  considered  as  a  favourite  recreation. 

In  bar^ining  with  the  captain,  or  his  purser,  it  is  pro- 
per to  be  very  exact  in  stipulating  for  a  birth  in  the  great- 
cabin,  and  to  notice  the  conTenienceB  to  be  afforded,  in 
the  body  of  the  receipt  given  for  tiie  passage-monej'. 
This  caveat  docs  not  in  itself  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  inten- 
tional deceptions ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  'business  of  con- 
siderable importance,  such  lesser  items  will  occasionally 
slip  the  memory,  giving  birth  to  disagreements  not  only 
attended  with  future  distrust,  but  perhaps  beyond  the 
possibility  of  remedy.  It  should,  however,  be  considered 
that  a  bed-place  in  the  great^abin,  generally  fitted  up  for 
eight,  or,  at  the  utmost,  for  twelve,  wil!  be  charged 
somewhat  higher  than  one  in  the  steerage ;  the  latter 
being  an  open  passage,  totally  devoid  of  privacy,  exposed 
to  violent  currents  of  air,  not  always  of  the  sweetest 
odour,  and  subject  to  many  obvious  inconveniences. 

Among  the  ship's  company,  two  or  three  men,  or  boys, 
are  uenally  excused  the  general  duty  of  the  ship,  that  they 
may  attend  the  pasaengers.  When  other  matters  are  set- 
tling on  board,  care  should  be  taken  to  engage  one  of 
these  attendants  to  do  all  the  work  in  the  cabin,  if  cme  is 
hired  ;  namely,  to  clean  boots  and  shoes,  brush  clothes, 
clean  the  basons,  provide  hot  and  cold  water,  attend  to 
the  boxes  in  the  hold ;  with  a  variety  of  et-cetera  which 
wil)  soon  obtrude  into  notice.  For  such  good  offices, 
about  three  or  four  guineas  will  be  expected ;  but  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that,  for  ancb  a  compensation,  a  man 
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will  devote  big  whole  time  to  one  pasaenger.  Nor,  indeed, 
is  this  necessary,  since  an  active,  intelligent  fellow,  used 
to  such  menial  offices,  may  easily  give  satis&ction  to  at 
least  four  or  five.  When,  from  the  scarcity  of  hands  on 
board,  each  an  aid  cannot  be  obtained,  a  douceur  to  any 
of  the  officers'  aervanta,  with  their  master's  approbation, 
will  serve  every  purpose,  with  the  probable  advantage  of 
being  attended  by  one  perfectly  conversant  with  ship 
affairs,  and  possessing  some  influence  with  the  captain*i> 
steward.  With  him  all  prudent  passengers  will  keep  on 
good  terms ;  as  he  is  no  small  man  in  his  way,  and  has 
the  power  to  afford  many  conveniences.  These,  in  the 
estimation  of  people  on  shore,  may  appear  insignificant, 
but  are  of  considerable  value  to  those  unaccustomed  to  a 
sea-life,  who  are  cooped  up  for  months  within  sach  nar- 
row limits. 

This  reflection  naturally  leads  to  the  coD»iderati(»»  of 
that  conduct  on  all  oc^sions  to  be  maintained  by  those 
who  wish  to  pasa  Ibeir  time  as  agreeably  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  to  appear  respectable.  In  the  first  place, 
the  captain  will  exact  from  every  one  on  board,  of  what- 
ever class,  a  perfect  attention  to  the  regulations  of  his 
ahip.  Were  he  to  allow  any  deviation,  the  whole  would 
be  turning  at  the  same  indulgence,  and  subordination 
would  be  annihilated.  It  is  cuntotnary,  whenever  a  per- 
son ascenda  from  the  gun-deck  to  the  quarter-deck,  or 
goes  upon  it  from  the  cuddy,  &c.  to  touch  his  hat,  even 
though  no  one  should  appear  there.  A  breach  of  'this 
rule  would  be  considered  as  grossly  insulting,  and  might 
cause  a  rebuke,  by  no  uieans  pleasant  to  the  feelings,  or  . 
adding  to  the  credit,  of  a  gentleman.  When  it  is  consi- 
dered with  what  a  high  hand  officers  of  ships  ate  obliged 
to  uphold  thpir  authority,  overs  numerous  crew  composed 
of  all  nations,  and  ofien  including  the  most  hardened  and 
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daring  culprits,  one  cannot  but  applaud  every  practice 
tending  to  preserve  order,  regularity,  politeness,  and 
decorum. 

The  hoar  for  break&st  is,  generally,  eight,  for  dinner, 
two,  for  tea,  six,  and  for  supper,  nine.  The  first  is 
announced  by  the  great  bell  on  the  fore-castle,  which 
always  rings  a  sonorous  peal  when  the  watch,  or  guard,  is 
to  be  relieved.  Tea-time  is  known  by  the  same  signal. 
As  the  dinner  hour  does  not  correspond  with  the  relief  of 
the  watch,  it  is  usual  to  warn  tfae  passengers  and  officers 
by  beat  of  drum  :  the  tune  of  "  Roast-beef  being  daily 
heard,  though  it  rarely  leads  to  a  partidpation  of  that 
viand  whence  its  designation  is  derived.  Very  little  notice 
is  required  to  call  together  those  who  are  disposed  to 
partake  of  supper.  For  the  moat  part,  the  company 
amnse  themselves  with  cards,  music,  &c.  during  the 
evenings;  or,  when  the  weather  admits,  they  walk  the 
quarter-deck ;  observing  to  keep  on  the  windward  side ; 
which  is  held  to  be  reserved  for  the  captain,  the  three 
senior  mates,  the  purser,  the  surgeon,  and  those  passengers 
who  bftu-d  at  the  captain's  table. 

Although  nothing  very  sumptuous  is  to  he  expected  on 
board  ship,  yet  there  will  be  little  or  do  cause  to  complain 
of  deficiency.  The  breakfast  usually  consists  of  good  lea 
and  coffee,  with  excellent  biscuit,  and,  at  times,  rolb. 
The  butter  cannot  he  highly  praised;  it  being  utterly 
impossible,  in  warm  latitudes,  to  prevent  its  melting,  so  as 
to  resemble  liquid  honey. 

As  much  fresh  meat  as  possible  being  taken  on  board  at 
the  time  of  sailing,  some  joints  of  good  beef  and  mutton 
may  be  served  up  for  the  first  week ;  after  which  corned 
(or  slightly  salted)  meat  comes  into  use.  An  ample  sup- 
ply of  poultry,  of  all  descriptions,  fed,  in  coops  on  the. 
poop,  and  a  small  flock  of  sheep,  perhaps  from  twenty-five 
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to  forty  iu  nnmber,  maintained  there  on  hay.  Sic.  enable 
the  captain,  for  the  most  part,  to  exhibit  fresh  meat,  of 
some  sort,  every  day.  This,  added  to  abundance  of  prime 
beef  and  pork,  salted  for  hia  une,  together  with  tongues, 
pickies,  sauces  of  all  kinds,  potatoes,  rice,  pastry,  olives, 
&c,  S(c.  form  a  tout  ensemble,  where  even  the  most  dainty 
may  find  something  acceptable  to  the  palate. 

It  cannot  be  supposed,  that  wine  is  so  freely  dispensed 
as  when  on  shore.  The  ladies,  however,  are  generally 
supplied  with  as  mnch  as  they  may  require  during  the 
repast  After  the  cloth  ib  removed,  the  bottle  is  pat 
round  two  or  three  times,  according  to  the  liberality  of 
the  commander.  The  last  tour  it  makes  being  accom- 
panied with  '*  good  afternoon,'*  serves  'as  a  hint  for  the 
gentlamen  to  withdraw,  till  the  hour  for  tea ;  when,  as 
already  observed,  they  fi^uently  amuse  themselves  till 
supper  is  ready., 

This  last  meal  is  little  qiore  than  a  matter  of  form;  it 
coieists  chiefly  of  cheese  and  biscuits,  rasped  beef,  sago- 
soup,  lobs  kooB,  which  is  a  curious  medley  of  various 
ingredients,  forming  something  midway  between*  water- 
gruel  and  peas-soup.  One  tour  of  the  botUe,  attended 
with  "  good  night,"  closes  the  operations  of  the  day. 

When  one  or  two  unruly  youths  happen  to  be  passen- 
gers, they  are  too  prone  to  disr^rd  the  usual  signal  for 
retreat,  without  having  an  extra  glass  or  tno,  often  from^a 
false  notion  that  such  pertinacity  is  a  sign  of  manly  oonduot, 
but  sometimes  from  the  grovelling  idea  of  taking  their 
pennyworth  out  of  the  captain,  if  the  notion  is  once  put 
iulo  their  beads  by  any  evil  spirit  in  the  vessel,  that  they 
are  on  board  a  floating  hotel,  and-  may  use  their  freedom 
with  the  commander  as  a  personage  merely  on  a  level  with 
'*  mine  host  of  the  garter,"  bound  to  provide  as  much  as 
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ctn  be  eaten  or  drank  at  a  protracted  meal,  the  bill  of  fare 
haviag  previously  been  dischai^ed  in  advance. 

14'otliing  can  be  more  delusive  or  unjust  than  such  aen- 
timeDta,  and  their  adoption  commooly  tennioates  in  partial 
or  geDeral  discord.  This,  idlers,  gourmands,  and  sots,  will 
naturally  foment,  to  gratify,  if  practicable,  their  own 
iDordiaate  desires,  from  the  be^nniog  to  the  end  of  the 
voyage,  however  ruinous  too  such  hospitality  might  prove 
to  the  health  aud  morality  of  such  guests,  or  to  the 
pocket  of  their  purveyor,  who  certainly  bad  no  idea  of 
triflers  constantly  keeping  Uieir  grinders  going,  &ad  their 
throats  wet,  from  a  lack  of  every  otlier  employment 
From  the  hour  of  a  young  man^s  embarkation,  his  fntnre 
&mc,  at  his  destined  port,  is  in  great  measure  begun, 
and  be  becomes  a  sound  character  or  a  black  sheep,  from 
the  ordinary  hue  of  bis  behaviour  tnpatHUit  by  sea  to  the 
establisbmeot,  on  which  he  must  soon  commence  the 
career  of  active  life,  with  a  good  or  bad  name,  according 
to  bis  deserts  since  bis  departure  from  home. 

This  consideration  alone  is  enough  to  put  every  rational 
adventurer  to  the  East  completely  on  his  guard  against 
furnishing  the  master  of  any  vessel  with  a  fsir  occasion  for 
branding  him  with  an  indelible  stigma  of  intemperance, 
insubordination,  gambling,  or  any  other  vicious  propen- 
sity, when  interrogated  respecting  the  prominent  disposi- 
tions of  bis  juvenile  passengers,  by  competent  authority, 
or  parties  most  interested  in  hearing  the  truth.  This 
leport  will  pave  the  way  for  free  admission  to  genteel 
society,  or  consif^  a  new  oomer  to  Coventry  at  once,  in  a 
country  where  every  body  is  immediately  recognised  under 
their  genuine  colours,  whatever  these  may  be,  and  treated 
accordingly. 

The  periodical  appearance  of  a  fatal  epidemic,  ckoUn 
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morbui,  withio  the  last  ten  years,  all  over  ladia,  hat  pro- 
duced no  Btnall  alarm  for  Uie  safety  of  adventurers  to  that 
fertile  region  of  the  globe,  encreased  by  tbe  want  hitherto 
of  some  satisfactory  theory  aodjudicious  treatment  of  this 
terrible  disease:  in  which  it  has  often  been  found  that  an 
antidote  in  one  case  has  proved  so  perfectly  the  bane  in 
another,  as  to  frighten  the  best  practitioners  from  adopting 
any  rational  method  of  cure  for  general  use/and  the  com- 
mon weal  of  their  fellow  creatures. 

In  the  absence  of  all  other  assignable  causes  for  this 
new  calamity  in  the  East,  can  the  extensive  introduction 
of  vaccination  have  the  smallest  effect,  or  have  any  simi- 
lar visitations  in  other  parts  of  the  world  been  traced  to 
this  apparent  improvement  on  inoculation,  and  the  natu- 
ral smidl  pox?  Be  this  conjecture  what  it  may,  every 
thinking  person  will  grant  that  a  mind  seasonably  fortified 
against  unreasonable  apprehension  on  this  score,  with  a 
body  kept  in  the  most  healthy  state  by  moderation  and 
care,  bids  fairest  to  escape  all  such  perils  in  every  country 
which,  tike  Hindoostan,  is  on  the  whole  rather  salubrious 
than  the  reverse. 

In  the  absence  of  all  hereditary  tendency  to  bodily 
complaints,  there  exist  a  few  very  ordinary  predisposing 
causes  to  a  great  variety  of  subsequent  evils,  which  might 
be  ensily  prevented  at  first,  in  lieu  of  being  cured  with  no 
small  risk  and  expense  afterwards.  Excess  in  eating, 
drinking,  exercise,  and  in  every  corporeal  indulgence  or 
mental  function,  may  be  stated  as  the  first  grand  stumbling 
block  of  juvenile  health  and  spirits,  however  buoyant  or 
robust.  It,  of  course,  should  be  constantly  avoided,  as 
the  rock  whereon  the  best  constitution-  nay  be  irrecover- 
ably shattered  to  pieces  during  the  outward  passage, 
leaving  a  miserable  wreck  behind,  ill  fitted  to  brave  the 
storms  of  any  foreign  clime.     Constipation  is  the  next 
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latent  impediment  in  the  way  of  well  doing.  Induced,  chief- 
ly, by  the  tranflitioQ  from  a  landman's  to  a  seafarer's  life,  it 
steals  insensibly  upon  the  heedless  lads  on  board  ship,  espe- 
cially when  basbfulneBs  prevents  all  idea  of  conanltatioa, 
either  with  a  medical  man,  or  with  considerato  shipmates, 
more  experienced  than  the  patient's  self.  Thus  may  he 
prematurely  cherish  the  dangerous  seeds  of  hepatic  afFec 
tions  long  before  his  arriral  in  British  India,  unless  he  is 
forewarned  of  this  danger  in  due  time.  The  safest  remedy 
i«  undoubtedly  some  innocent  but  efficient  diet,  in  the 
form  of  a  light  supper,  regularly  taken,  say  stewed 
prunes,  thin  sago,  or  flummery,  with  spruce  or  other  beer; 
in  short,  any  simple  food  whicli  creates  a  periodical  sum- 
mons to  the  water-closet,  at  least  once  a  day,  and,  if 
practicable,  very  early  in  the  morning,  as  that  is  the  hour 
least  liable  to  interruption  of  any  sort.  All  the  natives 
of  the  Asiatic  peninsula,  from  habit  alone,  become,  as 
long  as  ihey  live,  a  species  of  machines,  whose  clock- 
work, in  this  lower  department,  never  almost  goes  wrong, 
and  consequently  needs  no  extraneous  aid  from  the  apo- 
thecary's shop,  till  some  unforeseen  morbid  state  of  the 
bowels  forces  them  also  to  take  advice  and  physic  from 
their  doctors,  though  much  more  rarely  than  among 
Europeans,  who  are  seldom  so  regular  and  abstemious  as 
the  Asiatics  in  matters  of  this  description'.  There,  cus- 
toms, which  become  a  second  nature,  give  the  natives  a 
better  chance  of  good  health  than  ordinary  sojourners  can 
well  enjoy,  until  they  imitate  such  salutary  examples, 
inclodtng  those  partial  abllitioas  and  cleanly  expedients, 
which  are  soon  deemed  indispensable  by  every  British 
Indian. 

No  person  who  ventures  on  so  long  a  salt-water  excur- 
sion as  HindooBtan,  should  omit  carrying  with  him  a  few 
boxes  of  aperient  pills,  that  he  may  take  one  or  two  every 
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night  pro  re  nata.  Among  a  long  list  of  sach  noBtnims, 
those  prepared  by  Hume,  of  Ltnig  Acre,  the  king's  che- 
mist, at  two  shilliDgs  per  box  of  48  pills,  are  probably 
the  safest,  and  best,  as  many  respectable  persons  have 
experieoced,  by  taking  one  only  every  day  immediately 
before  dinner,  whence  they  are  denominated  dinner  pills, 
and  enjoy  an  extensive  sale  commensurate  with  their 
acknowledged  efficacy  in  obviating  all  costive  tendency 
and  stomachic  disorderB  from  that  source,  without  inducing 
the  smallest  inconveniences  in  the-  diape  of  piles  or  any 
other  local  affection.  That  the  vulgar  prejudices  at  what 
are  termed  quack  medicines  ere  frequently  too  well 
founded,  nobody  will  dispute,  till  a  fair  trial  has  fully 
established  their  reputation,  as  in  the  instance  of  James's 
Powders,  and  some  others  of  the  same  sterling  worth, 
among  which  the  dinner  pill  may  most  beneficially  be 
included. 

One  objection  still  remains,  more  plausible  in  appear- 
ance, thou^  not  in  reality,  as  the  sequel  will  demon- 
strate. A  person,  solicitous  t»  ward  off  as  long  as  he 
can,  indigestion,  constipations,  head-achs,  Hx.  with  their 
endless  train  of  familiar  ills  and  habitual  miseries  of  even 
a  temperate  life,  proposes  to  commence  a  daily  preventa- 
tive in  the  form  of  a  pill,  taken  previous  to  hie  principal 
meal,  in  a  spoonful  of  plain  water;  but  some  sapient 
friend  jeers  poor  Pill  Oarlic  on  the  idea  of  learning  a  bad 
practice,  by  swallowing  a  nauseous  substance  ephemerally, 
^hich,  without  farther  discossion,  perhaps,  is  deemed 
condnsive  logic,  and  the  specific  is  rejected  at  once, 
however  harmless  in  taste,  smell,  and  every  such  property  it 
maybe.  Yet,  what  are  salt,  pepper,  mustard,  vinegar,  and 
a  whole  string  of  culinary  ingredients,  but  medicines  in  a 
more  customary  form  ?  And  should  man  or  beast  entirely 
renounce  the  use  of  salt,  on  the  simple  plea  that  it  is 
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found  esuntiftl  in  nearly,  every  duh  we  eat,  at  all  boon  of 
the  day  or  night  f 

An  adequate  supply  of  Hume's  dinner  pills  may  enable 
certain  constitutions  to  weather  an  Indian  climate  effec- 
tually for  many  years,  which  would  otherwise  have  required 
renoTBtioD  at  home.  One  remarkable  example  has  ac- 
tually occurred  of  a  gentleman  whom  stubborn  costiTeness 
drove  from  Hindoostanin  his  youth,  but  whose  malady 
has  80  happily  yielded  to  the  prescription  in  qaestion  which 
he  carried  out  with  him  at  a  more  advanced  period  of  his 
age>  tha.t  he  is  now  enabled  to  bid  perfect  defiance  to 
the  whole  catalogue  of  his  quondum  ailments. 

The  water  taken  on  board  being  strongly  impregnated 
with  filth,  of  various  kinds  and  colours,  soon  becomes 
too  nauseous  fpr  the  use  of  delicate  persons.  The  quan- 
tity of  animalcnlse  it  contains  could  not  be  credited  by  a 
person  who  had  not  seen  it!  On  this  account,  several 
fiHering-stones  are  used,  through  which  it  finds  a  passage, 
leaving  the  impurities  behind.  Tfiis  percolation  is,  how- 
ever, eztremelj  tedious,  and  does  not  entirely  remove  the 
taint ;  though  it  assuredly  so  fer  sweetens  it  as  to  render 
the  water  very  drinkable.  Tbefecuia  left  in  the  hollow  of 
the  drip-stone,  are  perfectly  putrid. 

'  The  ordinary  bever^e  is  table  beer,  or  perhaps  porter. 
In  warm  weather  excellent  spruce  beer  abounds ;  some- 
times, indeed,  the  whole  crew  are  supplied  with  from  one 
to  two  quarts  daily.  Nor  is  the  punch4>owl  suspended 
for  empty  shew !  By  means  of  prepared  lemon-jnice, 
aided  by  a  good  stock  of  the  fresh  fruit,  carefully  sus- 
pended in  nets  in  the  stern-gallery,  &c.  good  punch, 
lemonade,  and  negus,  are  often  served  to  the  company. 

Young  persons  should  embark  at  Graveaend,  or  the 
'Sote.  rather  than  at  Portsmouth.  Thus  they  become 
settled  before  the  generality  of  passengers  arrive,   and 
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CAcape  tliat  iadescribable  confiiBion  attendant  upon  the 
sudden  influx  of  whole  hoya  full  of  dead  and  live  lumber  ! 
For  such  they  appear  wbeD  interrupting  the  several  opera- 
tions attendant  upon  a  vessel's  getting  under  weigh. 
Those  who  purpose  delaying,  from  uoavoidable  business, 
to  the  last  moment,  should  leave  their  cards  of  address 
with  the  purser,  taking  care  not  to  be  far  from  home,  that, 
when  proceeding  to  the  India  House  to  receive  the  packets, 
he  may  send  notice  of  his  being  about  to  quit  town.  No 
time  must  then  be  lost  in  repairing  to  that  port  where  the 
vessel  may  be ;  it  being  customary  to  sail  soon  as  the 
purser  gets  on  board.  Half  an  hour's  delay  has  proved 
the  loss  of  many  a  passage,,  and  subjected  the  loiterer  to 
such  inexpressible  anguish,  that  no  man  in  his  senses 
should  run  the  risk  of  so  terrible  a  disappointment  on  any 
consideration  short  of  inevitable  necessity. 

The  great  number  of  ships  employed  in  the  India 
Trade,  occasions  such  frequent  intercourse,  that  two 
months  scarcely  ever  elapse  without  one  or  more  being 
despatcihed  to  some  part  of  India.  Unless  under  very 
peculiar  and  pressing  circumstances,  it  is  unadvisable  to 
proceed  in  any  not  bound  to  that  part  whither  the  passen- 
ger is  destined.  Though  it  appear,  on  paper,  very  easy 
to  get  from  Madras,  {Madraj,)  for  instance,  to  Bengal, 
such  a  passage  is  not  always  practicable;  and  such  a 
delay  may  elapse  as  will  allow  a  vessel  bound  to  Bengal, 
sailing  perhaps  a  month  or  two  subsequent  to  that  pro- 
ceeding to  Madras,  to  arrive  at  her  port  before  the  means 
might  offer  of  getting  on  from  Madras.  Besides,  freight 
and  passage-money  are  much  higher  in  India  than  in 
Europe.  This,  combined  with  the  heavy  expense  attend- 
ant upon  long  detention  on  shore,  would  prove  the  econo- 
my, as  well  as  the  speed,  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question. 
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Hie  time  of  iBilmg  will,  lioder  common  circutestaiio^, 
decide  the  time  of  arriral.  Sbipa  leaving  finglaiid,  that 
is,  tbe  Land^e  Bad,  in  all  April,  may  be  expected  to 
aniveat  Madras  in  all  September;  when,  if  not  delayed, 
diey  may  with  great  ease  run  up  the  Bay  in  a  week  more. 
As  the  northerly  monsoon  often  begins  to  prevail  in  Octo- 
ber, occasioning  ships  to  stretch  over  towards  Acheen- 
headj  whereby  from  four  tb  six  weeks  will  be  lost  in  getting 
to  Balaaore  Roads,  it  is  rather  advisable,  if  at  liberty  to 
choose  the  season,  not  to  sail  later  than  March.  Thus 
tbe  arrival  will  take  place  at  a  time  when  the  great  heats 
are  over,  and  the  cold  weather  is  approaching :  two  points 
equally  eligible  for  health  and  society.  The  early,  or  late 
arrivals  of  covenanted  servants,  appointed  for  the  same 
year,  make  no  difference  whatever  in  the  rank  they  are 
relatively  to  bear ;  that  being  now  determined  by  the 
priority  of  embarking,  modified  in  a  certain  degree  by  the 
rank  of  their  several  nominees  in  the  Direction,  or  by 
their  academic  proficiency  at  the  civil  and  military  col- 
leges. Tie  pay,  however,  of  all  functionaries  is  calciu 
lated  from  the  date  of  presenting  the  requisite  certificate, 
before  spoken  of,  at  the  proper  office,  after  reaching  the 
settlement  for  which  they  are  bound. 

The  period  of  sailing  will  generally  indicate  the  weather 
to  be  expected  during  the  whole  passage.  Such  as  leave 
the  pilot  in  the  spring  will  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
about  Whitsuntide  or  Midsummer,  when  winter  prevails 
in  tiiat  quarter ;  it  being  in  34°  south  latitude.  Advanc- 
ing to  the  northward,  they  will  meet  with  the  trade-winds 
from  the  Tropic  towards  the  Line,  where,  in  all  probability. 
light  and  variable  winds  may  cause  some  delay.  Ships 
leaving  England  in  our  autumn,  round  the  Cape  at  their 
Midsummer,  and  reach  Madras  generally  in  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  weeks ;  carrying  fair,  but  warm,  weather  all  the 
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way.  If  they  arrive  about  the  middle,  or  latter  end  of 
March,  they  may,  by  remaining  for  a  few  days  till  the- 
soutberly  monsoon  is  fairly  eBtablished,  Bometimes  reach 
the  sand-faeads  in  Balasore  Roads  in  three  or  four  days. 
This  is  obvioasly  preferable  to  running  over  to  the  eaat- 
ward. 

Nothing  can  happen  more  unpleaeant  than  being  wind- 
bound.  Nor,  indeed,  can  there  be  well  conceived  a  mora 
certain  recipe  for  draining  the  purse.  Every  passenger 
muat  not  suppose  that,  afler  having  repaired  to  that  port, 
where  the  ship  rides,  he  is  at  liberty  to  go  on  board  in- 
stantly, and  to  remain  till  she  sails.  On  the  contrary, 
though  be  should  not  fail  to  intimate  his  arrival,  and  to 
leave,  his  card  of  address,  he  must  put  up  at  some  inn,  or 
lodging'hou^,  at  his  own  expense,  till  the  signal  be  made 
for  sailing,  by  firing  a  gun,  and  loosening  the  fore-top- 
sail, by  that  ship  under  whose  convoy  a  fleet  is  to  sail ;  or, 
if  there  be  no  convoy,  by  the  senior  captain;  who  is,  by 
courtesy,  designated  Commodore.  In  peaceable  times 
the  hardship  to  either  party  is  not  so  severe  as  in  time  of 
war,  and  there  are  instances  of  commanders  stipulating 
for  an  extra  sum  to  take  all  such  risks  upon  their  own 
shoulders, — a  precaution  very  desirable  occasionally,  e^ 
pecially  when  an  inexperienced  youth  has  very  little  cash, 
and  much  less  discretion  than  his  fellow  passengers. 

The  Directors,  considering  the  inability  of  their  junior 
servants  to  pay  the  heavy  charges  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject while  in  port,  have  given  an  extra  sum  to  the  com- 
manders of  their  ships  for  each  cadet's  diet  in  such  situa- 
tions. This  was  no  less  necessary  than  considerate.  It 
will  have  been  seen,  that  persons  going  out  in  the  civil 
service  have  fewer  stipulations  in  their  favour ;  for  which 
the  presumptive  reason  is,  that  tkey  are  commonly  the 
sons  of  gentlemen  possessing  large  property.     The  sum  of 
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£3000,  in  days  of  yore,  having  been  bo  often  ^ven  for 
writer-ships,  seema  to  indicate  that  very  little  occasion 
could  exist  for  snch  solicitous  interference  in  their  behalf. 
Yet  as  all  general  rules  admit  of  exceptions,  there  can  be 
DO  donbt  of  varioQB  cases  of  distress  even  in  this  more  for- 
taoate  department  of  the  service. 

Wben  a  ship  arrives  at  any  regular  port,  where  accom- 
modations can  be  procured,  the  passengers  are,  in  like 
manner,  expected  to  reside  on  shore,  at  their  own  charge. 
This,  to  many,  may  appear  unreasonable,  or  straitge ;  but, 
considering  what  heavy  losses  a  commander  might  else 
incur,  which,  divided  among  a  number,  appear  trifling, 
and,  at  all  events,  may  not  prove  ruinous,  the  propriety  of 
sDch  a  rule  will  not  he  disputed.  This  explanation  may 
serve  as  a  bint  to  parents  and  guardians  not  to  ship 
young  folks  injbrma  pauperit,  under  the  prudent,  but  here 
inapplicable,  precaution  of  taking  away  the  means  of 
being  extravagant.  Emei^encies  often  arise,  wherein  a 
few  pounds  are  indispensably  necessary ;  and,  as  few  go 
to  sea  with  more  cash  than  ordinary  expenses  may  de- 
mand, it  is  not  easy  to  remedy  the  error. 

Where  a  young  man  haa  established  his  character  for 
-imprudence,  the  only  recourse  is  to  place  from  twenty  to 
thirty  pounds  in  the  hands  of  the  captain,  officers,  purser, 
snrgeon.  Sec.  when  known  to  his  friends,  with  directions 
to  BQppIy  what  may  be  absolutely  required,  rather  in  form 
of  a  loan ;  keeping  the  youth  in  ignorance,  if  possible,  of 
his  having  a  banker  on  board,  and  giving  him,  at  lakiiig 
leave,  perhaps  five  or  six  sovereigns,  in  order  so  far  to 
eanry  on  the  deception.  In  the  list  of  passengers  some 
respectable  charauters  may  he  found,  who,  on  proper  ap- 
plication, may  be  induced  to  perform  this  kind  office  to  a 
stripling,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  wound  his  feelings 
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or  expose  him  to  unneeesaarf  hardBbipB  dunlig  any  period 
of  the  outward  voyage. 

Ab  no  shop  of  any  kind  exista  in  a  ship,  (ezeeptiag  the 
puraer's  slop-shop,)  there  can  be  little  opportsnity  for 
extravagance.  The  principal  danger  to  be  eppieheaded  is 
from  gaming,  which  in  some  ships  reaches  to  a  dreadfid 
extent;  always  creating  diflBcolty,  and  rarely  terminating 
without  bloodshed.  This,  added  to  emulation  for  the  (t- 
Touiable  opinion  of  the  ladies,  may  be  considered  as  the 
usual  causes  of  discord.  The  latter  is,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, restnuned  by  that  custom  which  fixes  evvty  passen- 
ger to  the  same  seat  at  table  during  the  whole  voyage; 
whereby  daily  contests  for  vicinity  are  avoided.  During 
the  passage  out,  the  cadet  should  be  circumspect  in  his 
conduct,  complaisant  to  all,  and  careful  with  whom  he 
Ibrms  an  intimacy:  be  should  wait  till  he  has  studied  the 
characters  of  the  persons  on  board,  before  he  selects  his 
companions.  This  may  always  be  done  without  appear- 
ing unmeaningly  open  to  some,  or  particularly  reserved 
with  others.  The  officers  and  midshipmen  on  board  the 
Company's  ships  are  gentlemen,  with  whom  the  cadetmay 
freely  associate,  if  he  finds  them  t^reeable ;  but  with  the 
petty  officers  of  a  ship,  as  master<t-armB,  carpenter,  or 
boatswain,  be  must  avoid  all  intimacy :  for  though  these 
persons  may  be  as  morally  worthy  as  those  above  them, 
yet  in  the  naval  as  well  as  the  military  service  there  is  a 
certain  gradation  of  rank,  which  most  be  properly  attended 
to  by  every  officer.  The  ensign  and  cadet  are  allowed  to 
associate  with  the  general,  and  must  not  harbour  among 
the  petty  officers.  These  observations  are  not  intended 
to  sanction  pride  or  assumed  consequence,  than  which 
nothing  is  more  contemptible ;  on  the  contrary,  they  re- 
commend a  pleasant  condescoiding  civility  as  due  to 
every  man. 
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Beaideg  the  cauaes  already  eQumerated  that  might  break 
up  the  harmony  of  society  on  the  long  voyage  to  India, 
may  be  noticed  the  casual  introduction  of  politics  ot  na. 
tional  re6«ction6,  than  which  no  topics  can  well  occur  ao 
objectionable  in  a  mixed  company,  where  the  private  hik 
tory  of  indiTiduala  or  their  connexions  must  be  imper- 
fectly known  to  each  other. 

Thn  coneideration  should  impose  a  salutary  restraint 
even  respecting  the  injudicious  mention  of  crimes,  punish* 
ments,  calanulies,  &«.  which  affect  particulftr  persons,  and 
coBsequently  ^eir  families  oi  relatives,  who  are  thus  sub- 
jected to  the  most  painful  sensations,  by  people  who  had 
no  intention  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man,  far  less  of 
an  estimable  shipmate,  innocent  of  all  blame,  beyond  the 
uisfortnne  of  having  been  connected  by  blood  or  marriage 
with  some  worthless  being,  whose  misdeeds  have  previ- 
ously been  trumpeted  through  every  newspaper. 

Humiliating  hints  about  black  blood  and  blue  casts 
ought  sedulously  to  be  discountenanced,  lest  they  ruse  a 
blush  in  animated  faces,  which  otherwise  would  never 
have  betrayed  the  smallest  affinity  with  the  obtrusive 
remarks. 

'  The  most  practical  antidote  to  many  evils  of  a  tiresome 
paasage  to  the  East,  would  be  due  encouragement  of 
smentific  pursuits,  useful  employment,  and  harmless 
pastime,  from  first  to  last :  which  might  occupy  as  many 
boors  every  day  as  would  not  prove  detrimental  to 
health,  nor  encroach  too  far  npoo  the  social  enjoymmta 
of  a  ship. 

Those  who  have  separate  cabins  can  be  at  no  loss  to 
follow  the  bent  of  their  inclinations,  to  cultivate  ft.voarite 
4pd  beneficial  studies  with  considerable  success  during  a 
period  of  five  months,  and  they  who  act  thus  will  com- 
monly be  found  the  raostagreeable  portion  of  the  captain's 
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temporary  guesU.  Their  coovereation  will  be  eolighu 
ened.  their  manners  engaging,  and  their  moderation  in  eat- 
ing, drinking)  speaking,  and  every  thing  else  altogether  ex- 
emplary. In  short,  the  individual  poseesaed  of  a  rational 
inofiensive  hobby,  may  ride  it  the  whole  way  to  India  with 
safety  to  himself,  and  advantage  likewise  to  all  who  can- 
not singly  mount  bo  desirable  a  horse. 

Amoi^a  great  variety  of  indispensable  objects  for  local 
accomplishiuents,  not  one  can  clnim  precedence  of  collo- 
quial kaowledge  in  the  two  languages  of  greatest  utility 
in  British  India,  namely,  the  Hindoostanee  and  Persian 
tongues  J  which,  combined,  form  the  common  high-way  to 
every  one  of  the  rest,  either  as  classical  or  aboriginal  mo- 
numents of  speech,  -partially  or  generally,  «iBr  the  whole 
Asiatic  peninsula. 

It  may  here  be  not  unsuitably  added,  that  for  several 
years  past,  every  adventurer  to  India  has  been  able  easily 
to  procure  free  access  to  Qilchrist's  gratuitous  lectures 
in  London  on  those  two  languages,  Hindoostanee  and 
Persian.  Thus  by  punctual  attendance  from  the  short 
space  of  a  few  weeks  to  six  or  twelve  months,  nearly  one 
thousand  students  have  acquired,  not  only  enough  to 
enable  th^n  to  prosecute  their  philological  labour  suc- 
cessfully while  at  sea,  but  a  number  have  auspiciously 
passed  their  examinations  as  linguists  soon  after  landing, 
and  are  now  in  actual  possesBioo  of  two  or  three  staff  a|>- 
poinUnenta,  in  consequence  entirely  of  such  laudable  profi- 
ciency in  this  initiatory  department  of  Oriental  literature.  * 

Pew  ships,  of  any  season,  are  entirely  without  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  profited  by  attendance  on   the 


*  Eveiy  panicularconccTntngGilchriel'a  numefouspublicatiout  «iid 
Iccture-Tooms  will  be  aKeTtuDed  by  calling  on  Ine  Company's  book- 
sclkn,at  No.?,  Leadeuhall-street,  London }  nrheTccardiof  admiwion, 

S rails,  will  be  obtained,  on  which  the  place.tiine,  and  tubjecis  oreach 
ay's  iliscourac  are  diitinciW  inserled. 


'e  diitincily  inserled. 
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lectures  in  question,  and  they  are,  with  hardly  an  excep- 
tion, both  qualified  and  desiroua  to  cominunicate  a  very 
correct  pronanciation,  and  often  a  Ifti^e  share  of  their  own 
grammatical  progress  as  practical  Orientalists. 

From  the  long  lists,  occasionally,  of  such  applicants  for 
the  outward  passage,  some  captains  of  Indiamen  have 
been  indaced  to  accommodate  them  with  an  apartment  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  an  eastern  class-room  or  floating 
school ;  whence,  in  divers  instances,  the  most  advantageous 
results  have  proceeded,  which  tend  to  make  this  indul- 
gence a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  concerned, 
and  it  would  be  still  better  were  the  practice  to  become 
general.  When  no  convenience  of  this  kind  exists,  the 
fools  and  knaves  of  each  juvenile  cargo,  strive  by  every 
species  of  interruption  either  to  annoy  the  studious  or  cor- 
rupt the  miiida  of  their  youthful  shipmates  into  frivolous 
and  baneful  pursuits,  lest  they  should,  immediately  on 
landing  at  their  respective  places  of  destination,  eclipse 
the  whole  flock  of  idlers,  who  may  then  team,  when  too 
late,  that  the  hour  of  comparative  trial  has  come  at  last, 
which  may  for  ever  settle  their  several  prospects  of  lucra- 
tive or  barren  appointments  in  different  branches  of  the 
Company's  service. 

The  number  of  accidents  from  trivial  causes  renders  it 
necessary  to  be  eitremely  cautious  as  to  smokiog ;  which 
ID  all  men-of-war,  and  India-ships,  is  permitted  only  on  the 
fore-castle.  Thus  danger  is  avoided,  and  the  stench  car- 
ried away.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  proper  regula- 
tion is  not  observed  throughout  the  merchant  service  ;  in 
which  so  much  carelessness  prevails,  that  it  appears  almost 
miraculous  that  so  many  vessels  arrive  in  safety.  A  gen- 
tleman once  embarked  at  St.  Helena  on  board  a  whaler, 
of  which  the  captain  h&d  a  strong  predilection  for  his 
pipe,  which  was  scarcely  ever  out  of  his   mouth.      His 
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^tictice  was,  to  Bmoke  in  the  dinner  oabin,  throwing  iti$ 
hpLesbes  down  upon  the  deck,  in  which  was  a  skuttle,  or 
9meU  hatch-way,  under  his  own  seat  Two  Ueutenants  of 
the  navy,  wba  were  also  pa^eagers,  used  to  remonitiate 
very  freely,  hut  without  the  smalleBt  effect,  against  a  prac- 
tice BO  improper. 

It  happened,  one  toorning,  as  they  were  off  the  Azores 
that  a  euBpiciouB-looking  TesBel  hove  in  eight,  laying-to 
under  close  reefed  top-sails.  The  course  was  altered,  and 
immediately  the  whaler  was  chased.  Having  at  least  forty- 
five  young  fellows,  and  about  a  dozen  Bix-pounders  on 
board,  the  ship  was  cleared  for  action.  The  surprise  of  all 
on  board  ib  inconc^vable,  at  finding,  that  under  the  idend- 
cal  hatchway,  over  which  the  captain  had  been  perpetually 
smoking,  was  a  magazine  of  about  thirty  baireh  of  gun- 
powder; Bome  hooped  in,  and  some  having  their  cliimes 
barely  covering  their  contents,  which  proved  to  be  ready- 
filled  cartridges!  Had  the  vessel  in  chase  proved  to  be 
ao  enemy,  and  the  whaler  been  compelled  to  defend  her- 
self, it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible,  to  have  avoided 
being  blown  up,  before  the  action  could  have  terminated 
in  victory  or  defeat. 

Many  passengers  are  in  the  pernicious  habit  of  reading 
in  their  beds  by  candle-light.  This  only  requires  to  be 
known  to  tiie  officers,  to  be  completely  over-ruled.  Nor 
will  they,  unless  incases  of  indisposition,  allowacandle  to 
be  baming  after  the  passengers  have  generally  retired  to 
rest.  Hence,  only  a  few  wax-tapers,  or  rushlights,  can  be  re- 
quisite. Conaidenng  that  a  ship  is  composed  of  materials 
for  die  chief  part  highly  combustible,  and  that  in  such  a 
.  situation  a  fire  spreads  with  astonishing  rapidity,  defying 
the  exertions  of  all  on  board;  also,  that  there  is  little 
f  hanee  of  many  lives  being  saved,  unless  other  vessels 
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be  in  oompany,  every  means  of  guardiDg  against  so  ter- 
riblo  a  calamity  ought  asiiwedly  to  be  adopted. 

Most  ^ips  have  a  Batall  fire-engine  on  board,  which  is 
not  ooly  aa  admirabLe  safeguard,  but  facilitates  the  wash- 
ing of  decks;  &a  opera^on  usually  performed  once  or 
twice  s^week.  At  such  times  all  the  chests  are  sent  be- 
low, and  all  the  hammocks  hauled  upon  deck,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  aired.  Seamen  become  habitually  cleanly 
in  their  persona,  and  in  their  bedding ;  bnt  recruits  when 
on  board,  being  less  attentive  to  personal  appeamoce  and 
comfort,  not  only  breed  vermin,  but  sometimes  propagate 
infeotiona  diseases.  Hence,  a  small  quantity  of  venain- 
ointmentmay  prove  ao  useful  auccedanewn. 

When  the  decks  are  washed,  it  is  customary  to  exercise 
the  seamen  in  the  use  of  the  great  guns.  For  this  purpose 
the  drum  beats  to  quarters ;  when  all  repair  to  their 
several  stationa,  and,  under  the  instraction  of  the  several 
ofiicera,  go  through  the  ordinary  operations  attendant 
upon  thatbranchof  disciphue.  No  persons,  of  whatever 
description,  females  excepted,  are  exempted  from  being 
appointed  to  some  post,  where  their  services  may  be 
efficient.  The  military  officers  are  allotted  to  commands 
on  the  poop,  fore-castle,  waist,  &c. ;  having  under  them 
such  cadets  and  recruits  as  may  be  on  board ;  the  whole 
acUng  as  mannes.  The  surgeon,  with  his  mates,  those  of 
the  sick  who  are  incapable  of  taking  ao  active  part,  to- 
,  getherwith  all  females,  descend  to  the  coclc-pit;  which, 
being  below  the  level  of  the  water-line,  is  tolerably  secure 
from  danger;  though  sometimes  a  shot,  between  wind 
and  water,  will  find  its  way  even  to  that  apparently  safe 
retreat. 

The  crew  are  always  portioned  into  two  watches,  except 
when  very  numerous.    Then,  and  during  the  time  a  vessel 
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IB  in  port,  they  divide  them,  including  recniitfl,  &c.  into 
three  watches.  The  chief  mate  commflnds  the  starboard- 
watch  ;  the  second  mate  commands  the  larboard-watch ; 
and,  when  there  are  three,  the  other,  called  the  mid- 
watcb,  is  commanded  by  the  third  mate.  It  is  cuslomary 
to  relieve  the  watch  every  four  hours,  except  in  the  inter- 
val between  four  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  which 
is  divided  into  two  reliefs,  of  two  hours  each,  called 
"  dog-watches."  But  for  the  intervention  of  these,  there 
would  be  no  change  in  the  times  of  coming  upon  duty; 
as  each  of  the  starboard  and  larboard  watches  would,  re- 
spectively, come  on  at  the  same  hours  daily.  This  would 
be  the  same,  even  if  a  mid-watch  existed :  whereas,  di- 
vidiog  the  evening-watch,  occasions  an  odd  number,  and 
changes  the  tour,  or  series,  every  day. 

Where  fresh  supplies  of  provisions  are  not  attainable, 
it  necessarily  follows  that  each  person  on  board  can  re- 
ceive only  a  stipulated  allowance  of  meat,  water,  && 
This  does  not  always  affect  those  at  the  captain's  table ; 
though  it  is  generally  recommended  to  the  passengers  to 
be  economical  in  their  expenditure  of  water  for  washing, 
shaving,  &c.  In  some  ships  they  are  restricted  to  a 
quart  daily  )  and  if  the  crew  are  upon  abort  allowance, 
which  is  understood  to  be  the  case  when  each  man  re- 
ceives less  than  two  quarts,  the  passengers  and  officers 
have  little  or  no  fresh  water  allowed  for  the  above  pur- 
poses ;  but  their  beverage  at  table  is  rarely  limited,  ex- 
cept under  the  pressure  of  actual  necessity. 

All  things  considered,  the  privations  experitoiced  by 
passengers  to  India  are  by  no  means  so  numerous,  or  se- 
vere in  their  operation,  as  might  at  first  view  be  appre- 
hended. In  many  ships,  ladies  and  gentlemen  skilled  in 
music  are  thus  brought  togetiier,  and   by   tbeir    united 
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talents  afford  a  moat  pleasing  recreation  to  all  on  board. 
Few  vessels  are  totally  destitute  of  some  means  to  attract 
the  parties  towards  the  quarter-<deck.  There,  in  the  cool 
ortbe  evening,  during  fair  weather,  the  merry  dance  for  a 
while  banishes  emtui,  and  contributes  to  give  a  whole- 
some impetus  to  the  circulation. 

Ladies  partial  to  music  should  be  particularly  careful 
that  the  piano-fortes  they  take  with  them,  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  exempt  them  from  those  wondrous  effects 
produced  by  the  climate  of  India.  The  instruments  made 
for  exportation  can  never  be  depended  upon,  unless 
clamped  at  every  joint  with  plates  of  brass,  and  secured, 
in  the  m^re  delicate  parts,  by  means  of  battens  wdl 
screwed  and  cemented  to  the  sounding-board.  Experi- 
ence has  fully  proved,  that  ^e  pianos  most  appropriate 
for  hot  climates  were  made  by  Clementi,  Kirkman,  and 
Tomkinson ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  other  artists  in 
thia  line  are  becoming  not  less  celebrated,  by  imitating, 
or  excelling,  the  instruments  of  their  predecessors. 

Ladies  will  derive  considerable  convenience  and  grati- 
fication from  having  an  exterior  case  made  to  enclose  the 
piano-forte,  leaving  a  space  of  about  an  inch  all  around. 
This  outward  safeguard  should  be  of  planed  dea),  stained 
of  a  mahogany  colour,  or  painted  ;  and  it  should  open  in 
front,  so  as  to  admit  of  playing  the  instrument,  while  its 
lid  should  be  fixed  upon  hingea,  that  it  may  be  thrown 
back  at  pleasure.  The  lower  part  of  the  frame  may  be 
packed  and  laid  by ;  a  spare  frame  of  deal  being  substi- 
tuted during  the  voyage,  with  a  set  of  shelves  below,  to 
contain  music-books,  &c.t  all  locked  up  by  means  of 
folding-doora.  Both  the  exterior  case  and  the  frame 
abould  be  furnished  with  lacquered  iron  handles,  to  lift 
tliem  occasionally ;  but  particularly  to  secure  them  to  the 
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side  of  the  ship,  and  to  the  dadc.  Without  andt  «  prc- 
cauttOD  the  whole  would  be  tumbled  about,  and  Bhivered 
to  atoms  b;  the  vessel's  motioD. 

Geatlemen  who  perform  on  stringed  instrumenta,  should 
be  careful  to  provide  an  ample  supply  of  strings,  firsts 
and  fourths  especially ;  they  beiog  not  only  very  dew, 
and  perhaps  damaged,  when  procurable,  but  at  times  not 
procurable  in  any  part  of  India,  for  love  or  money! 
Reeds  for  hautboys,  clarionets,  bassoons,  Sic.  are  similarly 
circnmstanced.  Nor  would  it  be  superfluous  for  a  lady 
to  take  with  her  several  sets  of  wires  for  her  piano  ;  they 
being  very  scarce.  At  all  events,  she  ought  to  qualify 
herself  to  tune  the  instrument.  This  may  be  learned  in  a 
mouth,  or  six  weeks,  by  attention  to  the  instructions  of  a 
regular  tuner,  who  will  be  well  satisfied  with  a  moderate 
compensation.  This  is  a  point  whereon  one  should  dwell 
rather  particularly  ^  because,  even  in  Calcutta,  Madras, 
OF  Bombay,  a  good  tuner  is  not  always  to  be  found ;  and 
in  all  other  situatious,  throughout  the  interior,  there  is 
scarcely  a  professional  person.  Besides,  in  a  country 
whose  climate  deranges  the  most  skilful  adjustment  of 
the  wires,  often  in  a  few  minutes,  merely  by  a  ^ight 
exposure  to  heat,  or  damp,  the  expense  attendant  apon 
such  frequent  tunings,  as  are  indispensable,  would  spee- 
dily absorb  the  full  value  of  the  instrument  itself ;— the 
ordinary  rates  being  a  guinea  for  a  grand-piano,  and 
twelve  shillings  for  a  square  one.  Thus,  whether  for  coa- 
venience,  or  economy,  too  much  cannot  be  said  to  re- 
commend that  every  lady,  before  she  embarks,  should  be 
able  to  tune  her  piano. 

It  being  impossible  to  say  how  soon,  after  leaving  piMt, 
there  may  be  rough  weather,  (indeed,  sometimes  ships 
get  under  weigh  while  the  wind  is  blowing  very  fresh,) 
it  is  usual  to  lash  the  dinner-tables  to  the  deck,  placing 
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tlwir  feet  in  mMtioes  cut  ioto  smtUt  blocke,  cslled  deato, 
vhi^,  being  strongly  nailed  down,  generally  keep  the 
whole  BuflBciently  firm.  It  b  mt  toasy  to  render  tirt 
cbairs  equally  secure  ;  but  tbey  are  tolerably  steadied  by 
nailing  two  rows  of  battena  on  each  side  of  the  table, 
ao  as  to  embrace  the  legs  of  ^e  chairs,  which,  in  this 
mode  of  secnring  them,  ought  all  to  be  of  equal  compfisa 
from  front  to  rear.  It  requires,  alter  all,  some  manage- 
ment to  preserve  an  equilibrium  wbeu  a  ship  rolls  much ; 
as  in  a  calm,  or  a  gale  of  wind.  In  the  former  instance, 
the  transitions  of  recltnation  from  starboard  to  larboard, 
and  vice  ver»&,  are  often  very  great,  owing  to  the  heary 
swell  which  alternately  raises  the  ship,  and  again  sinks 
her  into  the  trough  made  by  two  snecessive  waves.  How- 
ever curious  it  may  seem  to  persons  unacquainted  with 
sea  afbirs,  it  is  Devertheless  certain,  that  more  matts  are 
lost  by  rolling  in  a  calm,  than  by  stress  of  weather. 

As  to  that  most  distressing  malady,  sea-sicknesa,  it  is 
not  possible  to  lay  down  any  specific  mode  of  precaution, 
or  of  remedy.  It  usually  commences  with  the  agitation 
occasioned  in  the  vessel's  motion,  by  the  wind's  force,  or 
the  water''B  uodnlation.  Few  experience  more  than  a  few 
qualms,  while  the  water  is  smooth  :  as  in  going  through 
Ae  Needles  with  a  leading  wind,  in  fine  weather;  but 
when  upon  a  wind,  with  a  chopping  sea,  and  sudden  or 
forcible  gusts,  all  who  are  not  accustomed  to  the  motion, 
become  most  oppressively  tick.  However  tbey  may  be 
affected  by  this  customary  derangement,  those  suffering 
under  its  influence  are  more  frequently  objects  of  derisive 
merriment  than  compassion.  The  prevalent  opinion  is, 
that,  in  a  few  days,  the  complaint  will  disappear.  Hence 
it  is  regarded  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  a  seasoning, 
which,  by  its  mode  of  operation,  rather  conduces  to 
health,  than  to   a   dangerous  issue.      That  such  is  the 
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usual  result  cannot  be  denied ;  but  there  are  some  con- 
stitutions which  cannot  stand  so  forcible  an  attack. 
Women,  in  general,  are  most  severely  oppressed  by  it, 
and  some  few  become  its  victims. 

It  would  be  endless  to  enumemte  all  the  recipes  which 
those  who  fancy  themselves  qualified  to  prescribe,  tender 
on  this  occasion  to  the  unhappy  suSerers.  Acids  and  lau- 
danum, in  repeated  small  doses,  are  most  successfully  ad- 
ministered; though- they  must  oflen  fail.  That  unfeeling 
advice  given  to  the  unwary,  "  to  drink  a  glass  of  spirits," 
invariably  tends  to  aggravate  all  the  symptoms,  and  with 
those  not  habituated  to  such  strong  remedies,  produces 
all  the  inconveniences  attendant  upon  super-added  irrita- 
tion. The  fresh  air  upon  deck  will  be  found  considerably 
to  diminish  the  force  of  the  complaint ;  but  the  eyes 
should  be  kept  shut,  and  the  attention  withdrawn  from 
the  sea,  sind  firom  the  rigging.  Of  both  these,  the  motion 
is  peculiarly  calculated  to  increase  that  swimming  in  the 
head  inseparably  attendant  on  sea-sickness.  If,  notwith- 
standing these  precautions,  the  nausea  and  derangement 
continue,  it  will  be  proper  to  retire  to  bed ;  observing  the 
precaution  of  lying  on  one  side,  and  keeping  the  eyes 
closed. 

There  may,  perhaps,  be  no  harm  in  taking  a  small  case 
of  spirits  on  board ;  but  such  is  by  no  means  indispen- 
sable. They  do  not  come  properly  within  the  scope  of  a 
gentleman's  own  expenditure ;  and,  unless  preserved  with 
uncommon  vigilance,  will  probably  be  drawn  off  by  some 
adventuring  fellow,  provided  with  a  pick-lock,  while  the 
owner  is  either  asleep  or  absent.  Every  thing  should  be 
rigidly  kept  under  lockand  key.  Ships,  of  every  description* 
are  infested  with  petty  pilferers,  and  sometimes  with  more 
expert  and  daring  thieves ;   who  purloin  whatever  can  be 
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turned  to  u»e,  without  leading  to  dittcorery.  The  effects  of 
careless  passengers,  especially,  are  considered  to  be  fair 
booty.  Blankets,  eheeta,  Etc.  will  all  disappear  towards 
the  close  of  a  voyage,  or  when  in  a  port  where  they  can 
be  sold*  or  bartered  away,  if  their  owners  confide  too 
much  in  the  honesty  of  Uieir  neighbours,  and  have  apathy 
enough  to  permit  such  depredations  to  be  committed  with 
impunity. 

The  third  mate  geneially  has  a  mess,  in  the  expenses 
of  which  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  mates  sometimes 
partake;  the  purser  and  surgeon  being  invariably  at  the 
captain's  table.  The  captain's  clerk,  who  is  usually  a 
midshipman,  the  surgeon's  mate,  when  there  is  one,  and 
such  passengers  as  pecuniary  or  other  circumatancea 
may  compel  to  economise  while  am  board,  all  mess  with 
the  third  mate,  who  is  allowed  a  certain  apace  before  the 
officers'  cabins.  This  being  inclosed  with  canvass,  makes 
a  very  tolerable  birth,  wherein  the  table  is  laid.  Those 
of  the  mess  who  belong  to  the  ship,  subscribe  to  lay  ia 
such  articles  of  provision,  chandlery,  Ecc.  as  may  suffice 
for  thm  own  consumption;  the  sums  paid  by  passengers, 
who  asaociate  with  them,  being  applied,  io  due  proportion, 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  latter ;  any  balances  aris- 
ing therefrom  becoming  the  perquisite  of  the  third  mate. 
With  the  exception  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  live  stock 
as  is  destined  for  the  captain's  table,  the  mate's  mess,  in 
some  ships,  has  beenknowo  to  claim  the  palm  in  many  other 
respects.  When  so  many  passengers  are  on  board  as  to 
render  it  imprectiuable  for  the  captain  to  accommodate  the 
whole  at  his  table,  the  later  applicants  are  consigned  to 
the  mate's  mess  during  meals ;  but  admitted,  so  far  as 
convenient,  to  a  participation  of  the  amusements  and 
society  of    the  round-house.      On   some  occasions  the' 
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mate's  mess  has,  from  the  above  cause,  or  laotires  of  tin- 
avoidable  economy,  been  able  to  boast  of  rather  eminent 
obaiaoters. 

Those  who  are  fond  of  fishing,  may  sometimes  derive 
much  amusement  from  the  possession  of  a  stock  of  tackle 
snited  to  the  occasion.  In  warm  weather,  espeoiaUy 
towards  the  Une,  when  moderate  weather  and  calms  pre- 
vail, many  sharks  may  be  taken.  The  hook  should  be 
aboBt  a  foot  long  in  the  shank,  (the  other  parts  bearing  a 
jnst  proportion,)  which  ahoald  be  firmly  attached  to  a 
stout  piece  of  chain,  from  two  to  four  feet  in  length, 
having  at  its  other  extremity  a  loop  and  swive),  to  which 
the  rope  (such  as  ia  called  inch  and  half  rope,  and  ou^t 
to  be  fiill  a  hundred  yards  long)  is  tied  ;  the  bait,  a  piece 
of  ftit  pork,  of  about  three  or  fonr  pounds  weight.  The 
weight  of  the  chmn  and  hook  will  suffice  to  sink  the  bait 
to  about  thirty  feet  below  the  surface,  where  it  will  aoou 
.  be  discerned  by  the  sharks,  which  generally  keep  under 
the  vessel^B  bottom,  or  play  arouod  her  at  a  considerable 
depth;  though  they  will  occasionally  range  along  the 
ship^s  side,  or  bask  under  the  stem,  so  as  to  be  easily 
shot  with  a  musquet-ball,  or  struck  with  a  harpoon. 

Even  at  the  depth  of  fifty  feet  the  shark  may  be  dis- 
tinguished OS  he  approaches  the  bait,  by  a  luminous 
appearance,  extending  in  an  oval  form,  in  that  direction 
in  which  he  swims.  He  generally  seizes  the  bait  with 
avidity,  turning  on  his  side  at  the  moment;  without 
which  be  could  not  get  it  into  hia  mouth,  owing  to  the 
excessive  length  of  hia  upper  jaw.  Soonas  the  bait  is  in 
his  mouth,  the  fish,  on  feeling  the  resistance  of  the  rope, 
makes  a  sudden  plunge  downward,  at  the  same  moment 
recovering  bis  former  position.  The  hook,  being  ex- 
tremely sharp,  rarely  fails  to  pierce  the  jaw,  when,  in  an 
instant,  the  whole  length  of  line  will  be  run  out.     As  no 
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httmaa  force  codd  properly  be  relied  on  to  check  the  fish'a 
course,  the  end  of  the  rope  is  either  fastened  to  some 
timber-head,  or  to  a  tackle  fall.  The  tatter  is  preferable, 
because  it  adds  to  the  length  of  the  line,  and  does  not 
check  the  fish  bo  suddenly ;  otherwise  the  rope  may  be 
■napped,  or  the  hook  torn  away  from  the  shark's  jaw. 
The  quantity  of  heavy  line,  added  to  the  weight  of  the 
hooks  and  chain,  soon  brings  the  fish  under  command, 
when  be  is  towed  up  to  the  gang-way,  and  there,  by 
ntesDS  of  a  slip-knot  passed  over  bis  fins,  hoisted  into  the 
waist. 

Few  persons  will  taste  of  a  blue  shark,  it  being  consi- 
dered as  UDwholeaome ;  but,  of  the  brown  shark,  which 
rarely  exceeds  five  feet  in  length,  (while  the  former  has 
been  known  to  measure  near  thirty,)  most  of  the  seamen 
will  solicit  a  steak.  The  average  sizes  of  sharks  may  be 
from  six  to  twelve  feet  in  length.  It  is  very  common  to 
collect  a  pailful  of  young  ones,  each  about  a  foot  long, 
that  take  refuge  in  the  parent's  maw.  Behind  the  fins  are 
usually  several  sucking-fishes,  adhering  to  the  shark's 
sides.  These  are  supposed  to  live  upon  its  blood ;  but 
tome  doubts  may  be  entertained,  at  least  whether 
that  is  their  sole  subsistence,  sincej  by  means  of  a 
hook  and  line  put  out  for  ground  fishes,  sucking-fish 
have  at  times  been  caught,  measuring  rather  more  than 
two  feet 

SharfiB  are  in  genei%l  attended  by  what  are  called  pilot- 
fishes.  These  are  beautifully  striped  blue  and  white,  in 
form  much  resemblit^  the  chub,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen 
inches  in  length.  When  the  shark  displays  bimaelf,  the 
pilot-fishes  are  seen  playing  about  his  head  and  sides ;  but 
when  the  ship  is  going  fast,  and  the  shark  keeps  under 
the  bottom,  or  stem,  at  a  considerable  depth,  the  pilot- 
fishes  often  rise  to  the  sur&ce.  assembling  in  the  eddy 
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aboat  the  atero-post;  buttbey  areBeldoin.if  CTer,  entiefid 
to  touch  a  bait. 

Id  the  higher  latitudes,  the  albacore,  boneta,  dolphin, 
!cc.  are  often  seeo  playing  about  a  ship,  in  great  natn- 
ben;  BometimeB  for  scoreBof  miles,  as  though  inteat  on 
keeping  company.  Porpoises  are  yet  more  fbmiliar,  antl 
delight  in  preceding  the  ship,  at  a  few  yards  diktance ; 
«flbrding,  to  the  expert,  excellent  opportunities  for 
striking  them  with  harpoons.  The  lirer  of  a  porpoise  ia 
esteemed  by  many  to  be  as  good  bb  ^at  of  a  pig;  to 
which  it  bears  some  resemblance.  The  body  of  the  fish 
is  unpalatable.  The  flesh  of  the  dolphin  Ib  extremely 
dry,  as  is  that  of  the  boneta,  which  is  commonly  replete 
vith  small  white  animalcule,  not  unlike  short  &t  mag- 
gots The  albacore  is  inconceivably  rapacious;  often 
springing  Berernl  yarda  out  of  the  water,  after  the  flying- 
fishes,  as  they  skim  above  the  surface,  sometimes  for  full 
two  hundred  yards.  Their  great  enemy  darts  along  under 
their  course  with  incredible  T^ocity,  and  rarely  fails  to 
make  a  prey  of  one,  or  more,  as  they  fall  into  the  water 
in  an  exhauated  state. 

While  bonetas  and  dolphins  may  be  taketa  by  almost 
any  bait,  the  albacore  can  be  rarely  attracted  by  any 
derice  wherein  there  is  not  some  resemblance  to  the  flying- 
fish.  Numbem  are  taken  when  the  ship  is  gomg  fast 
through  the  water,  by  securing  f  three-inch  hook  to  a  slip 
of  bacon  &t,  cut  into  the  form  of  a  6sb,  and  further  dis- 
guised by  a  long  white  feather,  taken  from  a  gooseli 
wing,  and  stuck  on  each  side.  The  line  for  stioh  a  pni<- 
pose  should  be  stout  laid-cord ;  for,  though  bonetas  rarely 
exceed,  twenty,  aod  dolphins  forty  pounds,  albacoreB  have 
been  often  found  to  weigh  from  one  to  two  hnndt«d :  My, 
to  three  hundred  weight  Tlieir  flesh  may  be  oomparbd 
to  carrion ;  being  coarse,  tough,  and  very  strong-tasted  ; 
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but,  though  not  pleftsing  to  the  baUMi  palftte,  k  is  «  nrjr 
choice  bait,  attncting  all  fi^es  of  jirey.  Aftftoania 
Bometiines  snap  attfae  leg,  a  somII  piece  of  tfiuigalar 
board,  loaded  at  one  comer  with  lead,  and  fattened  to  a 
long  line  wound  on  a  reel.  The  log  being  lowered  into 
the  sea,  will  remain  statiooaiy ;  drawing  tiw  line  off  the 
reel  in  proportion  to  the  relocit;  with  which  the  ship  is 
then  passing  through  the  water:  the  number  of  yarda  rdii 
oft,  while  a  minate  glass  is  eraptying,  shows  the  number 
of  knots  (mile«)  sailed  within  the  hour. 

It  is  not  nncommoii,  in  the  vicinity  of  islands,  (a  see 
turtles  lying  on  the  surfkoe  of  the  sea,  last  asleep.  Thaie 
may  sometimes  be  taken,  by  two  or  three  careful  meQi  iti 
the  jolly-boat,  paddling  her  along  with  tai  omt  est  at  her 
stern.  The  turtle  should  be  secured  by  one  of  the  mew 
dropping  gently  into  the  water,  and  iwimnung  Tery 
caatiously  till  he  can  pass  a  slip-knot  orer  the  hind  fia, 
generally  called  tiK_fipper ;  the  (tfher  end  of  the  line  betog 
hat  to  some  part  of  the  boat. 

The  work  whence  ^e  present  compilation  baa  becta 
greatly  abbrev4ated,  contained  long  deacriptious  of,  and 
digreaaions  upon,  the  suocMsire  places  «£  resort  for  India- 
men,  both  on  the  oidward  and  hoBiefmrd  voyagei,  includ- 
ing their  natural  and  political  history.  Such  statisti- 
cal acoounta  are  little  criculated  for  m  .Vs^-Meoum, 
however  neeeasary  in  tiioae  aeveral  publisations  that  ue 
met  wsth  in  every  select  libiaiy,  whether  by  land  pr  Ma; 
and  which  almost  every  paaseager,  while  ixt.  boanl  ship, 
has  «n  oppcfftaAtly  of  consi^iag  laiaurely,  in.  books 
entirely  dedicated  to  the  objecta  of  research. 

Even  an  ordinary  geografrfiical  diotiooary  will  be  found 

to  contain  from  the  commenoement  to  the  terminatioa  of  tihe 

joamey  enough  upon  the  Capo  de  Verds,  Cfuaary  Inlands, 

Ascension,  St.  Helena,  Sgc.  to  satbfy  the  wants  and  wisbes 

E  2 


bvGoogle 


53  CAST    INDIA    VADE-UECUH. 

of  m06t  eastern  adventurers;  till  a  more  minute  detail  be 
deemed  worthy  of  their  acquisition  on  such  themes  by  the 
caieful  penisal  of  those  local  authorities  enumerated  in  all 
catalt^es  of  eastern  works,  sea  voyages,  &c.  many  of 
which  have  probably  been  studied  long  previous  to  the 
determination  of  visiting  the  shores  of  British  India. 

Every  aeason  teems  with  these  literary  productions,  end 
the  latest,  when  otherwise  reputable,  may  constantly  be  pre- 
ferred forUie  most  accurate  and  recent  intelligence  reEpecl> 
ing  tbe  ports,  coasts,  islands,  seas,  and  climes,  that  inter- 
vene from  any  given  point  of  the  occidental  to  the  oriental 
hemispheres ;  some  of  which,  such  as  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  hate  been  yearly  improving  long  posterior  to  the 
first  appearance  of  Captain  Williamson's  lucubrations  on 
these  distinct  heads. 

It  should  be  noticed,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may 
touch  at  Ascension,  either  on  their  way  to  St  Helena  out- 
ward-bound, or  in  coming  homeward  from  that  rendezvous, . 
that  several  very  fine  fishes,  especially  the  much  admired 
buU's-eye,  may  be  hooked,  by  trailiog  a  bait,  about  fifty 
or  sixty  yards  aatem,  while  sailing  round  the  island. 
Close  in  shore,  among  tbe  crags,  just  beyond  reach  of  the 
surf,  half  a  boat  load  ofold-maids  might  be  caught  in  very 
little  time. 

The  modem  course  of  ships  proceeding  to  India,  usually 
carries  them  near  the  Cape  de  Verds  and  Canary  Islands; 
where,  if  wine  is  to  be  shipped,  a  detention  may  happen  of 
ten  or  twelve  days.  This  being,  in  all  probability,  the  first 
opportnnity  of  going  on  shore,  after  leaving  England,  the 
young  adtentiirer  may  be  properly  cautioned  not  to  ridicule, 
oor  in  any  way  to  treat  with  disrespect,  the  religious  cere- 
monies of  the  Roman  CatJiolics  who  possess  those  islands. 

Under  the  exercise  of  prudence  and  discretion,  alt  pei- 
sons  landing  among  the  Portuguese  are  certain  of  receiv- 
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■ng  every  civility  and  attentioD ;  but,  when  iniulted,  dodc 
are  more  irascible  or  vindictive:  the  o£fender  is  sure  to  ftll  a 
victim  to  thMr  unrelenting  vengeance  !  At  either  of  theae 
islands,  but  especially  at  St.  Jago,  fresh  proviuoos  may  be 
obtained  in  abundance.  In  alt  of  lliam  the  tropical  fruits 
abound,  but  should  jiot  be  immoderately  eaten  ;  lest  a  dy- 
sentery ensue,  which  in  those  latitudes  is  peculiarly  fatal. 

Many  vessels  proceed  down  the  Atlantic  in  a  mid  direc- 
tion, between  the  Azores  and  the  Canaries,  till  they  catch 
the  trade-winds,  which  in  that  part  blow  constantly  from 
the  north-east,  or  nearly  so.  They  then  stretch  over  to 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  along  which  they  run,  to  about  30* 
sooth,  to  avoid  the  south-east  trade-wind  prevailing  to  the 
southward  of  the  line.  Being  now  in  the  way  of  vaiiaUa 
winds,  they  shape  their  course  towards  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope.  Few  quit  this  coast  without  pulling  into  some 
port  for  a  supply  of  wood,  water,  and  a  variety  of  fresh 
provisions.  Rio  Janeiro  is  most  frequented  by  British  In- 
diamen,ibr  its  safe  harbour,  and  abundant  supplies.  Be- 
ing in  latitude  23*,  it  will  be  requisite  to  guard  against  the 
great  beats,  and  carefully  to  avoid  the  nightly  dews,  which 
are  here  extremely  heavy,  and  produce  the  moat  dangerous 
species  of  fever. 

The  custom  of  the  inhabitants  throughout  this  coast 
being  nearly  alike,  a  description  of  one  portion  may  suffice 
for  the  whole. 

The  natives  of  this  part  of  South  America  appear  to  be 
of  a  middling  stature,  and  well-proportioned ;  their  cooo- 
plexions  dark,  anltutheir  hair  lank  and  black.  At  Per- 
nambnco  and  Olinda,  which  lie  in  about  7"  south,  the 
houses  of  the  better  class  seem  well  calculated  to  coun- 
teract the  powerful  influence  of  the  sun ;  which,  for  ux 
months,  is  nearly  vertical,  and  does  not  form  a  very  acute 
angle  with  the  northern  horizon  at  any.  time  of  the  year. 
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Notwithfltanding  the  iiitflnM  brat  of  the  clinwte,  Um 
PoTtugueK  inhnbitants  onit  do  religioiiB  dnties.  Nor  do 
thej  ever  appear  in  that  diahabille  we  ^oukl  aspect  to  pre. 
nil  among  an  effemimite  people,  nnder  sttch  local  (»roiunr 
stances.  It  mcfit  prove  highly  anmsiag  to  behold  boys, 
of  about  BiK  or  seven  yean  of  age,  full  dreeaed  accofdiog 
to  court  etiquette,  with  bl^s,  mfilea,  awiard««  8bc.  r^n- 
■entiug  the  more  anoient  part  of  their  population,  in  minia- 
tarfr.  "Hieee  young  gontlemen,  as  well  as  their  seniors,  and 
especially  the  ladies,  are  seen  erery  where,  riding  io  vehi- 
cles very  strongly  TMCmbling  the  diair^ alanquins  of  India, 
bat  carried  by  only  two  men ;  one  before  and  one  behiad. 

The  profuiion  of  complimonta,  and  of  real  civilities,  ex- 
peritineed  on  (heM  hospitable  shorea,  become  absolutely 
bsrthensoBae.  Strangcra  are  every  where  welcomed  ia  thq 
most  kind  and  libcs%l  manner )  barges,  rowing  frOn  twelve 
lb-  thirty  oars,  being  always  at  command,  to  take  them  to 
and  from  the  ships,  wbidi  cannot  pass  the  B(r  of  Pemam- 
bueo,  but  may  lie  full  four  miles  from  the  shore,  in  seveo 
fathoms.  Fruits,  fish,  veget^es,  and  poultry,  may  be 
had  tt>  any  amount,  of  the  first  quality.  Thar  beef  and 
ttntton  are  not,  however,  much  to  b«  praised,  and  their 
pork,  without  being  firm,  is  intolerably  fat  This  in  every 
qwsrter  of  the  globe,  is  one  of  the  principal  viands  at  the 
tables  of  the  Portagnese,  and  is  dressed  in  various  ways» 
all  equally  offensive  to  a  delicate  stomach.  In  serene 
weather  the  acqwsitioD  of  a  supply  of  excellent  water  is 
ivndeied  very  easy ;  the  cisks  being  floated  to  and  from 
the  »kbn ;  all  faslcBed  to  rapes,  mod  tolled  by  laige  boats. 

The  laod  Ijring  low  bowafda  the  be«»h,  though  backed  at 
bOM»  dibtance  by  h&,  beings  vessels  within  a  few  leagues 
hefsM  their  proriasity  to  the  contineiit  is  discovered ;  and 
they-  would  probably  often  run  into  shallow  water,  were 
Hot  large  floUing  ebjects  generally  seen  «t  some  distance 
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from  land.  Glaasea  will  speedily  diBtinguish  personi 
moring  on  low  frKmea,  that  might  readily  be  taken  for 
nothing  lees  than  some  great  fragment  of  a  wreck.  Thtt 
may  ultimately  prove  to  be  an  Indian  catamaran,  stowed 
with  a  variety  of  fine  ftahes,  chiefly  rock  •cod,  taken  by  th« 
todueUioaB  Indiaos,  whose  floating  raft  will  often  be  mis- 
taken for  the  remains  of  some  unfoituuate  ressel. 

A  few  days  before  an  arrival  on  this  coast}  when  it 
comes  within  the  scope  of  tbe  voyage,  the  usual  cere* 
monies  attendant  upon  crossing  the  Line  are  duly  ob- 
served. Those  who  have  never  sailed  so  far  to  the  south- 
ward, are  impressed  with  the  belief  Uiat  sundry  oper&- 
ti(Hi8,  by  no  means  pleasant,  are  to  take  place.  Among 
other  things,  they  may  expect  to  be  suspended  from  the 
fore-yard-arm,  and  thoroughly  ducked  by  frequent  dips 
into  tbe  sea.  However  unreasonable  this  may  appear, 
there  exists  no  donbt  of  such  a  pracUce  having  been  per- 
fectly common  about  sixty  years  ago.  It  was  then  re- 
garded as  an  excellent 7oA«,  affording  wondrous  merrimeot 
to  the  veteran  part  of  the  crew.  In  time,  the  practice 
ceased ;  either  from  the  ioterposiiion  of  good  sense,  or 
owing  to  the  judicious  distribution  of  some  liquor  among 
tbe  chiefs  of  tbe  dramatu  pfnona. 

Tbe  Sabbath  is  always  observed  on  board  every  Indta- 
man  with  perfect  decorum.  Having  no  chaplain  on 
board,  unless  perchtmce  as  a  passenger,  the  captain,  or 
one  of  the  officers,  reads  the  morning  service,  succeeded 
by  a  abort  lecture  suited  to  the  audiencet  who  consist 
of  all  on  board  not  confined  by  illness.  Ths  decency 
prevailing  on  such  -occasions  is  exemplary ;  the  whole 
Maoding  bare-headed  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  refraining 
from  every  act,  or  look,  that  might  tre^ass  on  pn^;uie^. 

Funerals  at  sea  can  rarely  boast  of  much  display,  but 
tbeir  attenduits  are  often  sincere  monroera.     Confined 
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withiD  a  narrow  space,  the  loss  of  a  companion  it  not 
easily  foi^otten,  while  every  object  reminds  ns  of  his 
fate. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that,  in  rounding  the  Cape, 
the  weather  may  be  expected  to  correspond  with  the 
season  of  the  year.  This  is  so  well  understood,  that  only 
during  the  summer  season  in  that  quarter,  are  vessels  con- 
sidered safe  in  Table  Bay,  situated  to  the  north  of  a  low, 
flat,  sandy  isthmus,  over  which  the  sea  appears  to  have 
flowed  formerly  into  False  Bay,  lying  a  few  miles  to  the 
southward.  The  mouths  of  the  two  bays  have  different 
aspects.  Thus  when  that  channel  existed,  the  Table 
Mountain,  whence  the  northerly  bay  derives  its  designa- 
tion, together  with  Cape  Town,  which  stands  between 
the  mountain  and  that  bay,  together  with  Wineburg, 
WittJ-boom,  Constantia,  8u:.  &c.  including  a  length  of 
about  forty-five  miles,  by  fouV,  on  an  average,  in  breadth, 
must  have  been  insulated. 
•  When  a  ship  is  to  touch  at  the  Cape,  it  is  very  desir- 
able, on  every  account,  that  her  arrival  should  take  place 
daring  the  summer  season;  so  that  she  may  come  to 
anchor  in  Table  Bay,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the 
wharf.  The  convenience,  thus  afforded,  of  going  imm&< 
diately  into  comfortable  lodgings,  where  nothing  is  want> 
ing  which  can  tend  to  the  refreshment  of  persons  fatigued 
by  a  confinement  within  such  narrow  limits,  probably  for 
ten  or  twelve  weeks,  is  not  to  be  calculated. 

Few  of  those  who  take  lodgers  will  admit  such  as  do 
not  board  with  them.  The  rates  are  not  fixed,  but  the 
avemge  may  be  taken  at  from  three  to  four  rixdollars  for 
each  lady  or  gentleman,  half-price  for  young  children, 
and  one  dollar  for  each  servant,  per  diem.  Thus,  a 
single  gentleman  must  he  an  economist,  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses of  board,  washing,  horse-hire,  8tc.  under  thirty 
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■hillinge  daily. — Tbe  rix-doUar  is  fixed  at  four  Bhillings ; 
but  IB  an  imaginary  Bum.  Notes  of  any  valae  may  be 
had  ;  but  gold  and  silver  currency  are  scarcely  ever 
seen ;  the  Dutch  being  extremely  eager  to  obtain  guineas 
at  twenty-one  shillings  currency,  and  re-sell  them  at  the 
rate  generally  of  six  and  a  half,  or  seven  rix-doliara. 
Persons  Tisiting  the  Cape  should  be  careful  to  reserve 
their  cash  till  about  to  pay  their  bills,  and  then  to  account 
their  gold  coin  at  its  current  value,  as  above  shewn. 
Such  is  the  estimation  in  which  bullion  is  held,  that  no 
email  coins  are  any  where  to  be  seen  ;  even  sbillings  and 
stivers  are  paid  in  paper  currency.  Passengers  from 
India  ought  to  take  a  bag  of  rupees  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion ;  for,  whether  (sikku)  aicca  or  (trisoolee)  tersooly, 
each  w^l  be  gladly  received,  without  distinction,  at  two 
shillings  and  sixpence. 

The  cookery  of  the  Dutch  is  nearly  on  a  par  with  their 
flesh-meats.  Their  beef,  mutton,  veal,  and  pork,  is 
rarely  of  tolerable  quality,  and  invariably  made  to  float 
in  strong  sauce,  of  which  butter  and  spices  are  the  chief 
ingredienta.  The  table  is,  in  most  houses,  laid  in  a  cen. 
tral  hall,  looking  into  a  garden.  The  floors  are  ail 
painted,  that  they  may  not  absoHi  the  damp  when  wash- 
ed, as  they  are  almost  daily ;  the  beds  tolerably 
good,  and  the  apartments  of  a  moderate  size.  Before 
every  honse  is  an  eleviUed  terrace,  on  a  level  with  the 
ground-floor,  having  at  each  end  a  seat,  usnally  of  ma- 
sonry also.  On  this  terrace,  called  the  stogie,  the  Dutch 
promenade  half  the  day  in  fair  weather,  enjoying  their 
pipes,  and  occasionally  taking  their  aopkUi.  These  are 
small  glasses  of  raw  spirits,  for  the  most  part  hollands, 
which  their  servants  tender,  at  intervals,  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

The  extensive  gardens  of  the  late  Dutch  Company, 
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throDgh  the  centre  of  which  is  a  broad  graiel*wftlk,  full 
half  a  mile  ia  length,  an  crowded,  on  Sunday  eTenings, 
and  OD  all  festive  days,  by  a  promiscuouB  group,  walking 
under  the  shade  of  the  oaks  and  other  trees  planted  on 
either  side.  There  is  also  an  institution,  but  of  a  more 
private  nature,  and  frequented,  with  few  exceptions,  by 
the  Dutch  only.  It  ia  held  at  a  neat  house,  where 
wines,  &c.  are  sold,  having  attached  to  it  a  spacious 
garden  ;  not  unlike  oome  of  oar  tea-drinking  places  ia 
the  vicinity  of  London,  and  is  called  Concordia. 

Muiy  of  the  farms,  within  a  morning's  ride,  are  well 
worth  seeing  ;  not  as  objects  of  imitation,  but  as  di^ilay- 
ing  much  novelty,  and  afibrdii^^ajuatidea  of  the  character 
of  a  Dutch  agrioulturiBt  in  that  quarter.  The  vineyards, 
and  dep6t8  of  wine  at  Constantia,  are  remarkable ;  espe- 
cially considering,  that  the  soil  which  produces  that 
luscious  wine  is  coofined  to  a  very  few  acres,  probably 
not  owre  than  forty ;  beyond  which,  set*  from  the>same 
vines,  under  circumstances  of  perfect  equality,  is  regard 
to  site  and  culture,  produce  a  very  difierent  liquor,  little 
superior  to  that  sold  at  the  several  wiue-houies  at  six- 
pence per  quart,  and  possessing  a  peculiar  tenacseous 
flavour,  which  does  not  diminish  by  keeping.  The  stnnger 
not  habituated  to  the  use  of  the  Ctf  e  winea,  either  white 
or  red,  should  be  extremely  cautioaa  on  hie  first  anival 
to  avoid  them ;  and  to  drink  port,  A  neglect  of  this 
precaution  will  produce  considerable  inconvenienee,  and 
may  be  attended  with  habitual  diarrhcea. 

Many  n^kalers  frequent  the  coast  to  the  eastwaid  of  the 
Cape,  where  they  kill  numbers  of  the  white  speeies, 
which  supply  spermaceti,  and  the  oil  bearing  that  name, 
lo  False  Bay,  including  a  space  at  least  equal  to  two 
hundred  square  miles,  black  whales  may  often  be  seen 
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tpoitii^  about;  u,  indeed,  Uiey  mfty  in  Table  Bay, 
dose  in  amoi^  the  roeka,  about  half  a  mile  below  tbe 
fort  A  few  are  killed  by  tbe  crews  of  auch  xhips  as  have 
Dot  beea  bo  fortunate  aa  to  be  filled  with  tbe  fonner 
kiiMl ;  but  thia  seems  almoat  as  much  for  pastime  aa  pro- 
fit :  tbe  oil  extracted  from  black  whalea  being  very  low 
in  price ;  aa  seitber  biuning  well,  nor  making  ao  good 
•oap  as  the  spwniaceti  kind. 

Although  the  winter  months  are  held  to  be  very  dan- 
gerous for  vessels  riding  in  Table  Bay,  from  tbe  dreadful 
swell  Bometimee  setting  in  from  tlie  north-west,  towards 
which  it  ia  much  exposed,  it  is,  however,  rare  that  vessels 
are  lost  therein  during  that  season.  This  may,  no  doubt,  be 
atlribatad  to  their  very  short  stay,  as  ttiey  usually  proceed 
to  SeamoQ^a  Bay,  the  inhabited  part  of  which  is  about 
twenty-five  miles  from  Cape  Town.  The  Sceptre,  of  64 
guDH,  together  with  a  Danish  74,  and  about  ten  or  twelve 
other  vessels,  were  wrecked  in  Table  Bay  on  the  5th  of 
November  1799 ;  a  period  when  a  gale  of  wind  from  the 
north-west  is  never  expected.  To  make  up  for  the  defici- 
mcy,  that  part  of  the  year  is  attended  with  very  stiff 
breeces  from  the  south-east,  which  ^rive  up  the  small 
gravel  against  one's  face  with  such  force  aa  to  give  moat 
acute  pain.  Tbese  soutb-easters,  as  they  are  called, 
certainly  produce  excellent  eflects ;  cooling  the  air,  and 
destroying  a  vast  number  of  insects. 

Nature  has  been  truly  liberal  in  the  profusion  of 
flowers  sbe  has  scattered  throughout  this  part  of  Africa. 
The  ^ains  are  covered  with  heaths,  or  bothers,  ol  aa 
exquisite  fragrance,  of  boundless  variety,  and  of  tike  most 
delicate  colouring  and  formation.  The  whole  country, 
fdtere  tbe  soil  is  not  absolutely  barren,  teems  with  idl 
that  could  enrich  a  pleasure-garden.     Among  these,  the 
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wild  geraniums  bear  a  lai^  proportion :  the  plain  beyond 
the  camp  at  Wineburg  dwolutely  resembling  a  rich 
carpet ! 

Few  shipe  remain  long  enough  to  allow  of  paaseogen 
proceeding  to  the  interior ;  where,  however,  they  would 
find  much  to  admire.  At  some  of  the  farms  they  may  be 
well  accommodated,  with  the  great  advantage  of  finding 
their  purses  far  less  burtbeoeonie  on  their  return,  llie 
famous  vineyards  of  Stellenbosch  are  well  worth  seeit^;, 
as  is  the  Salt  Lake,  which  annually  dries,  leaving  a  bed 
of  muriate  of  soda  many  miles  in  diameter,  and  of  un- 
known depth.  Surely,  in  parts  accounted  sterile,  aach 
a  dep6t  of  manure  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  hot 
baths,  situate  in  a  most  romantic  valley,  about  forty  miles 
from  the  Cape,  demand  the  traveller's  attention.  Whe- 
ther he  proceed  on  horseback,  or  in  a  waggon,  a  gun  will 
be  useful,  on  account  of  the  prodigious  quantity  of  game, 
of  every  description,  and  as  a  defence  against  the  nume- 
rous wild  beasts  which  infest  all  the  woody  country  be- 
yond Hottentot  Holland. 

A  few  vessels  touch  at  St.  Augustine's  Bay,  on  the  west 
coast  of  Madagascar.  The  treacherous  disposition  of  the 
natives  is  however  a  great  objection,  so  that  the  generality 
pass  on  to  Johanna,  the  only  island  of  the  Comora  cluster 
which  the  Eaglish  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting.  On 
account  of  the  strong  current  setting  round  its  southern 
extremity,  vessels  keep  close  to  the  shore  as  they  ap- 
proach Saddle  Island,  which,  at  low  water,  is  connected 
with  Johanna  by  a  ridge  of  sand.  On  this,  the  Hunting- 
don Indiaman  waa  lost  about  fifty  years  ago,  in  attempting 
to  pass,  without  going  round  Saddle  Island ;  which  de- 
rives its  name  from  the  appearance  it  bears,  when  viewed 
at  a  certain  distance.  The  whole  coast,  from  the  southern 
point  to  the  bay  wh«re  the  town  is  situated,  presents,  with 
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very  little  eiception,  a  bold  shore,  divested  of  those  dao- 
gerouB  reefs  which  fender  Mohillab,  and  others  of  its 
aeighbouFB,  difficult  of  access.  The  country  is  extremely 
moanbunoua ;  in  some  parts  abounding  with  cocoa  and 
other  trees.  Wild  goats  are  numerous ;  but,  being  much 
in  request  among  the  natives,  are  very  shy,  and,  in  gene- 
ral, retire  to  tlie  most  ru^ed  eminences.  To  the  left  of 
the  town,  about  two  mileci  distant,  a  long  reef  of  black 
rocks  encloses  a  bay,  of  whicli  the  beach  is  covered  with 
a  fine  sand,  shelving  very  gradually,  and  bearing  a  strong 
resemblance  to  that  of  Weymouth. 

The  bouses  in  the  villages  on  the  coast  are  rather 
mean,  though  appertaining  to  persons  who  have  ridicu- 
lously assumed  European  titles  of  eminence.  The  island 
swarms  with  "  Prince  Ruperts,"  "  Prince  Eugenes," 
Dukes,  Marquises,  and  Lords,  all  of  whom  are  mean  and 
knavish  to  an  extreme.  The  common  form  of  bmlding 
consists  of  a  long  barn-like  apartment,  entered  by  a  low 
door,  in  the  middle  of  ite  length ;  and  having  another, 
opposite,  at  the  back,  which  leads  to  the  most  dirty  out- 
offices  Uiat  can  be  imagined,  wherein  the  culinary  opera- 
tions, &c.  are  carried  on.  In  the  dwellings  of  those  who 
admit  lodgers,  which  may  be  said  to  include  half  the 
town,  the  places  for  sleeping,  for  one  cannot  call  them 
bed-places,  are  raised,  towards  the  two  gable-ends,  to  the 
height  of  full  six  feet ;  and,  in  some,  are  parted  off  by  a 
curtain  of  coarse  chintz,  or  other  cloth.  These  recesses 
are  from  three  to  five  feet  wide,  and  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  long ;  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  house.  The 
ascent  to  them  is  formed  by  several  very  broad  stairs, 
covered  with  matting  made  of  cocoa-tree  leaves,  or,  in  a 
few,  with  carpets.  Each  step  is  considered  as  accommo- 
dation for  two  persons  to  repose  upon,  feet  to  feet :  in 
most  instances,  however,  the  steps  are  not  long  enough 
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to  allow  more  tfam  one  penon  to  lie  down.  Th'n  amnge- 
ment  U  by  no  means  diBpleauDg,  nor  is  it  attended  with 
so  much  inconvenience  as  would  be  the  case  were  the 
whole  upon  a  level.  Hie  middle  of  the  room  ie  «et  apart 
for  meala,  usually  served  on  tables  of  a  wretched  con- 
struction. The  guests  sit,  as  well  as  tbey  cafl,  npoa  litde 
«tools,  or  recline  on  the  matted  floor  against  the  low«r 
steps ;  which,  indeed,  is  not  only  the  most  comfortable, 
but,  among  the  natives,  is  considered  as  the  most  deco- 
rous, mode. 

Not  a  horse  is  to  be  seen  on  the  island ;  but  plenty  of 
exoelleot  cattle  thrive  nnoommonly  on  the  rich  pastures 
of  the  valleys.  Through  most  of  these,  streams  of  iht 
purest  water,  every  where  broken  by  rocks,  or  gliding  over 
shallow  beds  of  gravelly  sand,  pursue  their  eager  course. 
It  is  remarkable,  that,  among  other  poultry,  the  Guinea 
fowl  should  abound.  Htousands  may  be  seen  in  a  wild 
atate,  if  they  may  be  so  termed,  when,  by  throwing  a 
handfal  of  grain  at  your  feet,  all  will  instantly  approach 
to  participate  of  the  bounty. 

By  referring  to  the  India  Register,  at  the  proper  place, 
it  will  be  distinctly  seen,  that  the  island  of  Ceylon  has 
been  adopted  as  a  royal  poaaession,  in  Uie  government  «f 
which  the  Company  have  no  share.  The  whole  of  d>e 
civil  establishment  are  appointed  by  the  king ;  and  the 
military  receive  their  commissions  from  the  secretaiy  at 
war,  independent  of  the  Company's  chartered  etrtaUish- 
ment.  It  generally  happened,  in  former  times,  that  some 
of  the  Madras  b^ttalitHis  were  on  duty  in  the  island ; 
which  has  always  been  in  a  most  perturbed  state,  till  now, 
n^en  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  of  peace  imd  plenty 
nigning  there  for  years  to  come.  It  is  rather  unusual  for 
the  Gompany^s  ships  to  touch  here,  except  when  sent  to 
Ccdnmbo  with  stores,  or  calling  there  on  their  way  hmne. 


:dbvGoogIe 


RAST    IKDIA    VADI»I&CUH.  6S 

tbr  cargoes  and  pasB^rgen.  Ooly  very  wnaJI  reMela  can 
pass  between  Caylon  and  the  Main,  notwitltatanding  the 
great  width  of  the  channel,  on  aoeount  of  tJiat  imneme 
reef,  intermixed  with  ahoals,  stretching  acroai  its  aorthem 
part  This  reef,  called  *  Adam^  Bridge/  is  aupposed  to 
be  formed  hy  the  ■ummits  of  monntaina,  that,  by  some 
dreadful  convulsion,  were  sunk  below  those  waters,  be- 
tween which  they  originally  formed  a  Mupendous  isth- 
mus, like  that  of  Darioi,  connecting  Ceylon  with  the 
continent. 

Madras  Roads  being  exempt  from  shoais,  for  some 
miles  on  either  ride,  are  entered  without  a  pilot ;  ships  in 
general  anchoring  off  the  fort,  in  from  six  to  ten  fatiioms; 
the  bottom  a  firm  sand.  The  viirf  is  here,  at  all  timea, 
rathar  liigh;  but  when  a  south-west,  or  westerly  wind, 
prarailB,  bec<»ie8  so  tremendous  as  to  d^wr  all  commn- 
□ication  with  the  shipping.  From  the  beginning  of  Octo- 
ber to  the  middle  of  January,  the  flag-staff  is  strack,  as 
a  aigod  to  vessels  that  no  insurance  is  payable  on  acoount 
of  such  losses  as  may  happen  during  that  period,  which 
is  held  to  be  replete  with  danger.  So  great  is  the  appre- 
h«iBioa  entertained  of  the  perils  attendant  upon  a  codU- 
nuance  on  the  Coromaodel  coast  during  that  moosooa, 
that  even  onr  ships  of  war  retire  from  the  ^oteotion  of 
such  trade  as  may  be  carried  on  by  adventnrous  iadiri- 
dnals,  and  seek  an  asylum  in  some  well-sheltered  port, 
such  as  Trinoomalee. 

The  country,  or  maso^ah  boats  employed  here  oaity 
from  forty  to  sixty  tons.  Tbey  are  made  of  plank,  about 
two  inches  in  thickness  above,  and  three,  below,  fastened 
together  by  means  of  coir  (the  fibres  of  cocoa-nut  rinds); 
passed  through  small  holes  pierced  along  the  edges  of  the 
several  planks,  all  around  eadi.  These  planks  appear  as 
^«agh  sewed  together  with  twine  of  the  above  descrip- 
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tion,  and  are  fastened  to  batteDS  and  sleepers,  answering 
for  ribs  and  floor  timbers.  At  the  bottom,  planks  are  laid 
in  the  oppoaite  direction  of  these,  which  form  the  vessel, 
and  near  the  gun-wales,  several  thwarts  are  secured 
across ;  they  passiog  through  the  aides,  and  being  firmly 
pinned  in.  There  is  no  deck,  and  the  rudder  conaiats  of 
a  Targe  kind  of  oar,  rigged  out  at  the  stem. 

At  a  little  distance,  the  masoolah-boats  appear  like  rude 
imitations  of  English  coal-barges.  They  row  fi-om  ten  to 
sixteen  oars,  and,  when  unladen,  make  more  speed  than 
persons  accustomed  to  wherries,  or  to  ships'  pinnaces, 
would  expect,  passing  through  tiie  surf,  both  coming  and 
going,  with  amazing  facility.  Sometimes,  indeed,  owing 
to  letting  them  swing  round,  instead  of  steeriag  head-on, 
they  fill,  or  overset  This,  however,  very  rarely  happens; 
and  the  mere  act  of  swamping,  unless  in  the  first,  or 
outward  surf,  is  not  attended  with  any  imminent  danger; 
the  next  wave  generally  impelling  the  boat,  and  all  that 
it  contains,  high  (but  not  dry)  upon  the  beach,  where  it 
is  soon  run  up  out  of  the  water's  w^y. 

The  masoolah-boats  are,  very  properly,  under  the  aole 
management  of  the  master-attendant,  or  the  beach-mas- 
ter. Ifone  can  put  off  without  licence;  and  no  one  is 
admitted  to  serve  on  board,  but  an  expert  and  bold  swim- 
mer. Instances  of  individuals  of  any  description -being 
lost  are  extremely  rare.  Such  accidents  have  happened 
chiefly  at  the  outer  surf,  (there  being  usually  three  fol- 
lowing waves  to  pass,  or  to  accompany,)  where  the  water 
is  viery  deep,  and  immense  numbers  of  ground-sharks  are 
ever  on  the  watch  for  what  accident  may  throw  in  their 
way.  It  will  readily  be  supposed  that  the  shore  is  toler- 
ably bold,  when  it  is  mentioned,  that  our  Indiamen, 
deeply  laden,  have  been  several  times  necessitated  to 
warp  to  the  very  edge  of  the  outer  surf,  in  consequence 
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of  BO  enemy's  fleet  haviog  eutered  the  roads,  with  the 
view  to  cut  them  oat 

In  the  first  boat  which  approachea  a  ship,  a  number  of 
debases  or  dobhtishiyat  (interpreters)  are  Bare,to  arrire, 
bringing  with  them  variouB  articles  of  provision,  fruits, 
&c  as  presents  to  the  captain  and  officers ;  whose  favour 
each  of  them  courts,  under  the  hope  to  be  employed  as 
•gent  for  the  ship,  or  to  supply  necessaries,  and  provide 
lodgings  for  individuals. 

These  debashes  are  generally  men  of  property,  and 
of  some  conseqoeoce  among  the  natives,  from  having  at 
times  80  many  purchases  to  make  for  those  who  arrive  at 
Madras;  but  especially  where  the  supplies  necessary  for 
a  whole  ship,  or  sometimes  (or  a  whole  fleet,  are  in  ques- 
tion. They  all  speak  broken  English,  understanding  far 
beyond  what  they  can  express  in  our  language.  They  are 
serviU  to  an  extreme,  and  most  completely  trained  in  every 
money-maVing  device. 

Few  people,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  are 
more  hospitable  than  the  Europeans  residing  at  Madras. 
Any  defect  in  that  respect  supposed  to  exist,  may,  by  due 
coDsideration  of  peculiar  circumstances,  relating  to  person 
or  place,  always  find  some  sufficient  apology.  Madras 
being  so  much  frequented,  and  the  number  of  European 
gentlemen  resident  there  being  comparatively  trifling,  it 
cannot  be  expected  they  should  keep  open  house,  or  in- 
dulge their  friendly  dispositions  in  the  exercise  of  nnli- 
mited  kindness.  In  fact,'the  expectations  of  those  who 
visit  Madras,  on  their  way  from  Europe  to  India,  are,  for 
the  most  part,  rather  too  sanguine.  They  have  heard 
mn<^  of  Indian  hospitality,  and  wonderat  that  disappoint- 
ment which  is  purely  the  offspring  of  their  own  unreason- 
able anticipations.  There  cannot  be  auy  situation  where 
a  letter  of  introduction  is  of  more  avail,  or  indeed  more 
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uecenary,  than  this.  Such  letter  should  be  sddreMed  to 
some  person  resident  at  Madras ;  or  it  may  be  perfectly 
nugatory,  from  the  immense  ezpsnse  orer  which  the  civil 
serrantB,  as  well  aa  the  military,  are  scattered.  A  youag 
gentleman  talung  out  a  dozen  letten>  may,  on  his  arrinl, 
find  them  entirely  useless,  the  parties  bein|;  absmt  from 
Uie  preaidency. 

The  passengers  of  every  class  are  expected  to  reside  on 
shore  during  the  ship's  detention  in  the  roads.  Few,  in- 
deed, neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  offered 
of  seeing  one  of  our  priocipal  fortresses,  and  of  observing 
the  customs  of  a  country  so  celebrated  in  history,  and 
forming  so  essential  a  branch  of  the  British  empire>  If 
on  introduction  be  obtained,  by  any  means,  the  usoal  re- 
sultwill  be  an  invitation  to  reside  with  the  gentleman,  if 
he  keeps  house.  Otherwise,  every  attention  will  be  paid 
in  seeing  the  stranger  accommodated,  at  the  best  house 
of  that  description  which  admits  boarders;  and  which, 
are  commonly  called  *'  Punch-Houses."  This  designation 
doubtless  arose  fr<»n  the  habits  of  those  who  first  settled 
in  India,  and  who,  finding  spirits,  sugar,  and  Umes,  (a 
small  species  of  lemoa.)  every  where  abundant,  indulged 
in  co|Mous  draughts  of  punch.  That  beverage  is  now 
completely  obsolete,  unless  among  sea-faring  persons,  who 
nirely  &il  to  ejperience  its  deleterious  effecU.  In  all  sea- 
ports, taverns  or  pancb-hoases  are  more  fretjuented  than  in 
places  where  shipping  lie  in  some  distant  road,  or  harbour. 
This  occasions  tbem  to  be  more  respectable  in  the  <^U 
nions  of  those  who  keep  them,  but  nothing  could  reconcile 
a  gentleman,  long  resident  in  the  country,  to  seek  an  ac- 
commodation among  them.  It  would  imply  a  total  want 
of  respectable  connexions ;  and,  in  itself,  appear  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  avoiding  his  acquaintance. 

Totally  ignorant  of  the  language,  and  without  any  guide. 
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it  it  by  no  means  surprising  that  so  many  impoaitions 
are  practised  on  our  countryiuen  soon  as  they  arrive  ia 
India.  A  debash  of  th«  lowest  order,  and  of  the  most 
crafty  disposition,  perfectly  experienced  in  all  the  ordi- 
nary requisitions  of  Europeans,  and  prompt  to  gratify  thar 
desires  so  long  as  profit  attends  the  speculation,  is  ever 
at  the  elbow  of.  the  novice,  serving  as  banker,  purveyor, 
pimp,  and  interpreter.  What  more  can  he  requisite  to 
ruin  an  helpless,  inconsiderate  yonUiP 

Most  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Company's  service  reside 
in  the  fort,  or  at  houses  a  few  miles  off,  in  the  country,  or 
at  St.  Thomas's  Mount,  about  six  miles  from  Madras, 
where  the  artillery  are  usually  quartered,  together  with  the 
troops  destined  to  defend  the  works,  in  c&ae  of  attack. 
The  Black-Town  is  not  an  enviable  site  for  residence ;  bu^ 
the  situaUon,  being  subject  to  the  land  and  sea  breezes, 
die  latter  of  which  are  as  refreshing  as  the  former  are  de- 
bilitating, reconciles  the  older  inhabitants  to  many  incon- 
veniences, among  which,  smoke  is  hy  no  means  the  lesEt 
obnoxions.  The  musquitoes  are  here  tolerably  numerous, 
OB  are  also  rats  of  all  sizes,  cock-roaches,  and  scorpions. 
Ilie  latter  grow  to  an  immense  siae,  and  are  peculiarly 
venomous.  That  most  loathsome  companion,  the  bog,  is 
to  be  found  here  in  such  swarms,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
Qooommon  to  see  them  crawling  about  at  all  hours,  and  in 
alt  places. 

St  Thomas's  Mount  is  certainly  the  more  pleasant  sta- 
tion, and  may  be  fairly  put  in  competition  with  any  of 
those  mral  retreats,  called  "Garden  Houses," scattered 
every  where  in  the  riCtnity  of  the  capital.  At  these,  many 
fanulies  reside  all  the  year  round ;  the  gentlemen  who  have 
offices  to  attend,  being  conveyed  to  them  in  the  mornings, 
either  in  palanquins,  or  in  th«r  carriages ;  the  climate  by 
BO  means  favouring  much  exercise  on  horseback. 
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It  being  indispensable  that  every  person  ihould  be  coiW 
versant  with  the  several  coins,  or  currency,  in  which  pay- 
.  ments  are  made,  or  accounts  kept,  people  arriving  at  this 
settlement  should  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
tables  of  coins,  weights,  and  measures,  in  use  at  Madras : 
observing,  that,  throughout  the  dependent  provinces,  an 
endless  variety  in  the  two  last  are  to  be  found ;  and  that, 
consequently,  all  dealings  must  be  regulated  in  proportion 
to  the  encreased,  or  diminished,  variations,  wherever  si- 
tuated. The  East  India  Bisbctoky  will  be  found  to 
contun  whatever  may  relate  to  this  subject,  including  the 
three  presidencies. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  voyage  from  Madras 
to  Bengal  wilt  depend,  as  to  duration,  enUrely  upon  the 
aeasoD.  Should  the  southerly  monsoon  prevail,  Point 
Palmiras,  at  Ihe  southern  boundary  of  Balasore  Roads, 
may  be  made  in  from  three  to  seven  days.  During  the 
northerly  monsoon,  it  is  usual,  experience  paving  con- 
firmed what  accident  probably  first  suggested,  to  stretch 
over  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  upon  a  wind,  and  then 
to  ran  obliquely  across  oq  the  other  tack,  so  as  to  arrive 
in  soundings  off  the  mouth  of  the  Hooghly,  where  tb« 
tides  will  speedily  convey  a  vessel  up  to  any  place  on  the 
liver,  whatever  may  be  the  wind's  direction.  Daring  the 
passage,  under  the  former  prevalence,  the  land  is  not,  in 
general,  seen  till  the  water  becomes  obviously  discoloured 
with  sand.  In  the  first  instance,  the  course  is  made  di- 
rectly from  Madras  Roads,  to  gain  a  good  offiug.  whereby 
the  dangerous  shoals  of  Pulicat,  about  five  miles  north  of 
Madras,  may  be  avoided.  The  land  all  along  the  c^ast 
.  being  invariably  low,  and  the  shallows  projecting,  in  some 
places,  full  ten  miles  seaward,  it  is  prodent  to  keep  rather 
towards  the  middle  of  the  bity,  and,  from  a  N.  N.  EL 
course,  to  change,  latterly  to  a  N.  N.  W. ;  rounding  in. 
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when  the  latitude  directs,  till  Point  Palmiras  is  from  fonr 
to  BIX  leagues  distant. 

It  is  of  very  great  importance  to  be  correct  in  making 
that  point,  which  is  best  regulated  by  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  latitude,  there  being  a  promontory  very  similar, 
thence  designated  "  False  Point  ;**  by  mistaking  which 
many  vessels  have  been  lost.  When  in  sig^t  of  Point 
Palmiras,  it  is  usual  to  await  the  arrival  of  some  pilot-  . 
vessel,  of  which  one  or  more  are  always  on  the  look-out 
below  the  Sand-Heads,  and  to  proceed  into  (be  river  under 
her  guidance. 

ThecouDtry  all  along  the  sea-coast,  on  both  sides  of 
the  river's  mouth,  being  extremely  low,  and  no  hilU  of 
sufficient  altitude  to  be  distinguished  at  sea,  especially  on 
the  right  bank,  very  little  gratification  is  offered  to  the 
eye  by  the  surrounding  scenery.  The  shelving  beach,  on 
either  hand,  is  overgrown,  in  most  parts,  with  treea  rarely 
exceeding  twenty  feet  in  height,  whose  stems  are  aur- 
roonded  with  underwood,  or  grass  jungle,  in  which  deer 
are  found  in  abundance.  The  sport  must,  however,  be 
invariably  declined,  as  an  immense  number  of  tigers 
occupy  the  same  covers.  It  rarely  happens  that  a  party 
land  forthepurposeof  shooting  deer,  or  wild  hogs,  (which 
are  equally  abundant,)  without  meeting  with  some  acci- 
dent; or,  at  least,  being  frightened,  so  as  to  produce  the 
most  salutary  forbearance. 

All  the  way,  from  Balasore  {Balaww*)  up  to  Kedge- 

*  The  Eo^h  comiptionixif  HindotMUuee  narocB  of  pcmani,  pUccs, 
tec  ue  lo  numcraua,  that  I  canuoi  but  recDmineiid  a  refereoee  to  a 
lift  ID  the  Hiodoostaoee  Dialogues,  where  I  h»e  ODdcwoured  to  le^ 
lify  thcK  misnomeii,  along  with  many  equally  bad,  which  the  natiTet 
of  IiidU  hiTc  on  their  lide  introdaced ;  both  forming  ai  curiom  an 
UMmMage  of  kaeoepy  and  kaecgn^tg,  as  an;  country  can  wdl  ptodnM 
rram  the  colloquial  intercoune  of  itraugen  and  inhabiianta,  where  all 
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ree,  the  prospect,  if  we  except  those  agreeable  BenntiiMu 
arising  from  the  display  of  vegetation,  and  from  srriring 
at  the  ultimate  thule  of  destination,  rather  wearies  than 
plea^^i.  Nothing  is  to  be  seen  hut  a  series  of  wilderness, 
perhaps  here  and  there  enclosing  a  few  huts,  or,  in  the 
broken  interrals,  displaying  some  insignificant  village, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  are  as  poor  as  they  are  idle. 

The  purser,  for  the  most  part,  avails  himself  of  the 
attendance  of  the  ^mkwboatt,  which  are  always  plying 
about  the  tnouth  of  the  rivers  for  the  express  purpose  of 
receiving  packets.  In  favourable  seasons,  these  boats 
have  been  known  to  reach  Calcutta,  a  distance  of  sixtj 
miles,  in  one  tide.  Should  a  schooner  be  proceeding  np 
the  nver,  let  there  he  no  hesitation  to  embark  in  her.  An 
equal  accommodation  cannot  generally  be  found ;  while 
the  whole  risk,  trouble,  and  delay,  attendant  on  a  passage 
in  any  of  the  common  country  boats,  are  at  once  avoided. 
The  pilot  may  possibly  expect  some  return  for  hia  good 
offices ;  but,  if  he  likes  his  company,  be  nil),  in  all  pro- 
bability, set  them  ashore  at  Calcutta  free  of  all  expense. 

The  purser's  trip  is  not  enviable  when  in  «  chnokee-hoat, 
with  no  other  than  a  very  small  semicircular  covering  of 
mate,  under  which  it  is  impossible  to  sit  upright,  except 
exactly  under  its  centre.    In  tempestuous  seasons,  and 

idea  orgratnmatical  proprietj  ii  muiutlly  taerificed  to  mere  raomcnt- 
«ry  conwniercr. 

A  new  comer,  talking  of  Balatart,  merely  lu  an  Engiiihman,  would 
never  be  understood,  except  from  the  context,  which  might  lead  the 
keueciokiMwbeiacaDtAilMiBwj  hut  ihia,  on  ibe  other  hand,  could 
not  ratdily  be  Mcogniieil  hj  an  ignorant  European  at  th^  BalaHi», 
•coonliDg  to  hi*  vtmoui  proonndalion,  from  reading  occidental  work*, 
or  learning  it  from  thou  jaigonuti  who  murder  all  *iich  word*  with 
impnnity  during  the  wbid«  of  thdr  Una,  on  ihr  tpnt.  mni  can,  hih 
tenguei,  lans  hcadi,  tan*  every  thing,  connected  wiUi  the  beulty  of 
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inch  are  generally  the  periods  in  which  the  IndianwD  sr-. 
lire,  titerc  is  often  a  high  swell  between  Kedgeree  and 
Folta,  the  river  being  in  some  parts  from  three  to  ail  miles 
across,  and  ruDniog  to  the  southward,  from  which  quarter 
the  wind  blows  very  forcibly  for  at  least  five  months. 
Therefore, -though  very  few  accidents  happen,  the  voyages 
between  the  ship  and  the  capital  cannot  be  considered  safe. 
The  cbnokee-boats  are  all  under  the  master-attendant,  and 
bear  the  Company's  colours,  on  a  small  staff,  or,  some- 
time* at  the  head  of  the  mast,  made  of  a  single  bamboo, 
nearly  as  long  as  tht  boat;  which  commonly  rows  ten  or 
twelve  oars.  Being  of  a  light  construction,  an.d  divested 
of  all  superfluous  apparatus,  they  proceed  at  a  prodi* 
gioua  rate.  On  an  emergency,  even  when  opposed  by  the 
tide,  they  gain  from  two  to  six  miles  hourly ;  according  as 
they  may  be  able  to  row  along  the  slack  water ;  to  pole 
up  against  the  more  rapid  streams  ;  or  to  track  up  against 
wind  and  tide. 

When  relatives,  or  particular  friends,  are  on  board  any 
tfaip  whose  arrival  is  expected,  it  is  customary  to  send  a 
stout  pinnace-budgrow  to  meet  her  at  Kedgn^e.  la 
paying  this  kind  attention,  all  the  necessary  provision, — a 
bed,  table,  chairs,  8lc.  are  put  on  board,  together  with 
such  servants  as  are  generally  needful  on  the  water.  Few, 
who  have  any  feeling  for  their  noviciate  companions  on 
board,  especially  those  who  have  been  in  Indie,  quit  the 
ship  without  taking  with  them  as  many  as  the  pinnace 
can,  without  great  inconvenience,  receive.  This  accom- 
modation does  not  happen  every  day.  Though  few  ships 
return  to  India  without  conveying  one  or  more  old 
standards,  either  civil  or  military :  it  is  not  always  that 
notice  can  be  received  of  a  ship's  being  about  to  import ; 
and  nhen  such  notice  has  been  received,  it  is  not  always 
recollected,  or  perhaps  practicable,  to  send  a  pinnace  to 
receive  an  old  fiiend. 
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Many  heedless  youtbs,  from  sheer  impatience,  after  a 
long  Toyt^,  to  reach  their  destined  abode  with  all  po&t 
sible  speed,  have  fallen  preniahire  victims  to  the  scorch- 
iug  rays  of  the  bud  ia  open  boats.  It  is,  therefore,  bi^ly 
probable  that  some  improTentents  and  salutary  regida- 
>ioDB  have  been  latterly  inbnduced,  as  to  the  medium  of 
conveyance  from  the  ship  to  Calcutta,  vrhich  may  render 
certain  observations  hers  euperfluons;  yet,  if  things  still 
continue  on  the  old  footing,  they  cannot  be  too  soon  rec- 
tified, if  the  preservation  of  valuable  lives  be  a  considera- 
tion worthy  of  the  smallest  solicitude. 

Persons  in  a  delicate  state  of  health  should,  if  possible, 
wait  for  some  safe  and  comfortable  conveyance.  It  is  the 
most  certain  method,  to  commission  the  purser  to  hire  a 
vessel,  the  moment  he  reaches  Calcutta,  and  to  send  her 
off,  under  the  charge  of  a  servant,  to  prevent  delay  by  the 
boatmen;  which,  otherwise,  if  paid  by  the  day,  would  be 
inevitable.  The  misfortune  is,  that  very  few  can  endure 
to  be  so  much  longer  confined  on  board,  and  thus  impa- 
tiently reject  this  proposal.  Here  it  may  be  eiqtected 
that  the  greatest  haste  will  make  the  worst  speed ;  at  the 
same  time  tbat  the  expenses  are  increased  greatly,  while 
the  accommodations  are  proportionably  deteriorated. 

Now  and  then,  an  adventurous  manjhee,  (or  boat- 
master,)  who  knows  how  to  make  a  good  bargain,  will 
linger  about  Diamond  Harbour,  or  lay  up  in  Cnlpee 
Creek,  ready  to  go  down,  wind  and  tide  permitting,  to 
the  first  ship  which  arrives  from  Europe.  These  men 
.  are  certain  of  a  good  fare,  it  being  very  common  to 
give  from  fifty  rupees  (about  six  guineas)  to  one  hun- 
dred for  the  trip.  Such  an  opportunity,  however  ex- 
travagant tlie  terms  may  appear,  ought  not  to  be  lost  j 
it  being  a  great  chance  whether  a  second  vessel  of 
the  same  deBcription  may  proceed  to  the  ship.     As  to 
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small  boats,  rowing  four  or  six  oars,  and  haTing  either 
a  thatched  cabin,' or  a  semicircular  awning  of  mats, 
several  of  them  may  come  alongside  ;  but  they  yield  not 
the  smttllest  accommodation  beyond  shelter  from  the  sun; 
while  their  manjhees  will  not  foil  to  take  every  advantage 
of  the  distress,  or  difficulty,  under  which  a  pasHnger 
labours. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  infer,  from  what  has  been  said, 
respecting  the  readiness  wijh  which  the  boatmen  avail 
themselves  of  the  necessities  of  persons  desirous  to  leave 
a  ship,  that  they  are  peculiarly  covetous,  or  prone  to  im- 
position. One  need  only  look  at  home,  to  find  that  little 
mercy  is  shewn  to  such  unfortunates  as  become  the  prey 
of  watermen,  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  English  coast. 
With  what  hard-hearted,  callous  apathy  does  the  boat- 
man view  the  distress  of  the  unthinking  youth,  who  either 
by  neglect,  or  accident,  remains  on  shore  after  the  boats 
^at  frequent  his  owd  ship,  then  under  weigh,  have  put 
off!  What  prayers,  or  arguments,  short  of  those  issuing 
from  the  pane,  can  urge  him  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of 
one,  whose  whole  hope,  whose  only  resource,  lies  in  that 
voyage  for  which  every  preparation  has  been  made,  and 
for  which  expenses,  often  nearly  ruinous  to  friends  and 
connexions,  have  been  defrayed !  These  remarks  do  not 
apply  to  impatient  people,  who  are  in  a  hurry  to  quit 
their  ships  before  they  come  to  an  anchor.  If  they  will 
have  their  way,  they  must  pay  for  such  intemperate 
baste;  it  is  an  expense  they  have  the  option  of  avoiding. 

Keally,  when  we  comef&irly  to  compute  the  risks  in- 
curred by  the  master  of  avessel,  built  expressly  for  accom- 
modation, and  not  intended  to  meet  the  rude  surges  of, 
what  may  be  called,  an  arm  of  the  sea;  that  from  twelve 
to  eighteen  men  are  engaged ;  that  much  time  is  lost  in 
waiting  arrivals ;  that  full  sixty  miles  are  to  be  passed 
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over ;  and  that,  pethapa,  four  of  five  gentlemui,  with  all 
their  luggage  that  is  at  hand,  are  conveyed ;  when  all 
these  circumstances  are  considered,  even  fifty  rupees 
cannot  well  be  deemed  exorbitant,  at  least,  there  sppeara 
far  less  reason  to  charge  eitortion  on  the  Indian,  than 
thera  is  to  condemn  the  cruel  rapacity  of  the  English 
boatman. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rate  at  which  the  boat,  supposing 
it  to  be  a  pinnace-budgrow,  is  engaged,  no  apparatus  of 
any  deacriplion  should  be  expected ;  for  none  will  be 
found.  There  will  usually  be  an  open  veranda  in  the 
front,  having  three  or  four  steps  below  the  deck,  and  on 
the  same  level  with  tlie  front,  or  dining-room.  The  after- 
room  narrows  considerably  towards  the  stem;  and,  on 
account  of  the  vessel's  form,  its  floor  is  usually  raised 
one  or  two  steps.  This  is  the  sleeping  apartment ;  and 
at  the  stem  is  a  small  slip,  serving  for  a  quarter-gallery. 
The  rooft  of  these  boats  are  usually  flat ;  and  some  have 
side-rails  above,  to  prevent  luggage,  or  those  who  sleep 
there,  from  falling  overboard.  The  sides  are  furnished, 
for  their  whole  length,  with  Venetian  blinds,  in  frames 
which  lift  up  by  means  of  hinges  at  their  tops;  and  a 
long  curtain,  made  either  of  tarpaulin,  or  of  painted  or 
white  canvass,  is  nailed  on  the  outude ;  letting  down  at 
pleasure,  to  keep  out  wind,  rain,  dust,  &c.  The  baling 
place  is  ordinarily  about  the  centre  of  the  front  room; 
that  being  the  deepest  part  of  the  boat's  bottom.  Bag- 
gage may  be  put  under  the  deck ;  but  that  part  is  gene- 
rally occupied  by  the  dandies,  (or  rowera,)  if  permitted  to 
sleep  there ;  or  perhaps  the  manjhee  may  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  make  it  a  trading  voyage,  and  lay  in  salt, 
rice,  Stc.  to  be  disposed  of  to  advantage  on  his  arrival  at 
the  presidency. 
'   From  this  concise  detail  it  will  be  seen,  that  some  pen- 
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ance  moat  be  andei^one,  eTeo  io  this  kind  of  boat,  and 
ssppoBiDg  it  to  be  perfectly  6tted  up,  as  will  rarely  be  . 
the  case,  with  the  above  defences  against  bad  weather. 
The  aea-cot  is  now  of  singular  use ;  its  hoolcB  being 
withdrawn  from  the  ship^s  beams,  and  inserted  in  those 
of  the  budgrow.  Those  who  had  standing  bed-places^ 
must  spread  their  mattresses,  Stc.  on  the  floor.  All  must 
sit  upon  their  tninks,  or  on  whatever  may  be  at  hand  ; 
and,  now,  every  little  article  of  convenience  brought  from 
the  ship  will  become  usefiil.  Candles,  candlesticks,  tin. 
ware,  glasses,  See.  are  invaluable.  As  to  table-cloths, 
there  being  no  table,  they  may  he  dispensed  with;  bk 
also  knives  and  forks,  there  being  no  plates :  and  pro- 
bably curry  and  rice,  prepared  by  the  boatmen,  will  form 
the  bill  of  fare.  Those  who  are  fond  of  savoury  disbea, 
may  here  gratify  themselves  with  a  repast  in  high  esti- 
mation among  the  gentlemen  of  India:  viz.  a  dandy's 
carry.  Those,  however,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
eating  made-dishes,  at  a  distance  from  the  culinary  opera- 
tions, may  not  altogether  relish  the  manner  of  prepara^ 
tion,  nor  be  invariably  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  cook.  Hia  habiliments  will  probably  consist  of  a 
cloth  wrapped  round  his  waist,  then  passed  between  his 
thighs,  and  a  small  cap,  if  the  party  be  a  Mosaulman. 
If  a  Hindu,  the  entire  dress  may  he  composed  of  a  amall 
cord  tied  round  bis  waist,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a 
narrow  piece  of  cloth  passed  between  bis  thighs.  Herpe- 
tic eruptions,  in  laige  patches,  all  over  the  back,  breast, 
'and  arms,  together  with  obvioua  symptoms  of  a  more 
troublesome  cutaneous  complaint,  about  the  fingers,  &c. 
are  by  no  means  rare,  yet  never  disqualify  the  scratching 
suflerer  from  officiating  as  cook  to  the  crew  I  Were  such 
tr^ex  to  be  objectionable,  the  dressing  of  a  dinner  might 
be  somewhat  difficult. 
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It  is  utterly  impracticable  to  tow  a  budgrow  agaiBst 
the  tide,  which  commonly  tudb  from  three  to  six  miles  in 
the  hour,  and  many  difficulties  preseat  themselves,  render- 
ing it  by  no  means  easy  to  track  along  the  shore,  especi- 
ally where  the  mud-banks  shelve  out  a  great  way.  The 
manjbee  will  therefore,  probably,  come  to  near  some 
village,  or  in  some  creek,  during  the  ebb;  and,  as  it 
rarely  happens  that  the  first  of  the  flood  is  taken,  particu- 
larly during  the  night,  in  all  probability  the  best  part  of 
three  days  will  be  expended  between  Kedgeree  and 
Calcntta.  If  a  few  bottles  of  wine,  a  SDiall  quantity  of 
biscuit,  some  cold  meat,  such  as  a  rump  of  beef  or  a 
piece  of  pork,  and  a  few  entertaining  books,  with  a  pack 
of  cards,  have  been  supplied  from  the  ship,  so  much  the 
more  agreeably  will  the  time  be  passed ;  but  every  species 
of  repletion  and  intemperance  at  this  time  rarely  fails  to 
bring  on  fevers,  such  as  baffle  the  art  of  man.  Those 
who  beat  their  blood  on  first  entering  the  country, 
whether  by  drinking,  eating,  or  exposure  to  the  son, 
become  subject  to  diseases  of  the  liver,  which  are  too 
often  incurable,  and,  though  after  some  years  of  inter- 
mediate suffering,  perhaps  drag  their  lingering  vic^m 
to  the  grave.  With  respect  to  bathing,  it  is  not  only 
inconvenient  and  insalubrioua,  as  practised  by  persons 
who  have  not  a  proper  apparatus  at  hand,  but  highly 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  incredible  numbers  of  allU 
gators  and  gharks,  which  infest  not  only  the  great  river, 
but  every  little  creek  and  puddle,  within  reach  of  the 
tide ;— a  remark  applicable  to  almost  every  tank,  raservoir, 
stream,  and  ditch  throughout  India.  ( 

The  manjhee  generally  endeavours  to  reach  Colpee, 
Fultah,  or  Diamond  Harbour,  with  the  first  tide.  At 
either  of  those  places  many  articles  of  provision  may  he 
procured,  and  ^ere  will  be  found  persons  who  can  speak 
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B  little  English.  Tbeae  will  inrariably  encourage  the  por- 
chase  of  many  things  of  no  use  whatever)  but  which  be- 
come  perquisites  to  the  manjbee,  on  his  passengers  quitting 
the  vessel.  Abundance  of  poultry  may  be  seen ;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  a  curry,  there  will  be  no  mode  of 
dressing  them  i  unless  accidentally  some  person  be  on 
board  who  can  trim  a  fowl  and  roast  it.  If  fish  are  to 
be  had,  they  will  come  under  the  same  difficulty  ;  so  that, 
like  Sancho,  in  the  midst  of  plenty,,  a  man  may  be  next 
door  to  starvation,  if  be  cannot  make  up  bis  mind  to  par- 
take of  the  dandies'  curry;  or  is  quite  ignorant,  in  pro- 
pria periona,  of  the  culinary  art. 

It  is  proper  to  add  a  caution  against  eating  much 
fruit,  though  perfectly  ripe.  Unseasonable  avidity  in  thi 
way  has  proved  fatal  to  many,  on  their  arrival.  A  few 
bananas  will  not  incommode ;  but  the  cocoa-nut,  bow- 
ever  fileasant  and  refreshing,  should  be  very  sparingly 
used ;  as  it  is  extremely  apt  to  affect  the  bowels,  so  also 
is  the  jack. 

Those  who  have  never  bad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
fire-fly,  will  be  agreeably  surprised  at  the  millions  of  those 
little  luminaries,  which  at  night  bespangle  every  bush . 
displaying  themselves  in  the  most  vivid  manner.  The 
hiod  parts  of  these  insects,  which  may  be  about  the  size 
of  common  house-flies,  are  replete  with  a  brilliant  sub- 
stance, similar  to  that  contained  in  the  glow-wonn,  and, 
like  it,  equally  innocent.  By  placing  a  few  of  these 
living  lamps  under  the  glass  of  a  watch,  the  hour  can  be 
distinctly  perceived  in  the  darkest  night,  so  long  as  they 
2kw;  but  the  story  told  of  a  bird,  called  the  buya,  illu- 
minating its  pendant  close  nest,  by  sticking  the  inside  full 
of  these  insects,  must  be  false,  for  death  entirely  destroys 
their  phosphoric  power.  It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in 
many  parts  of  the  ocean,  immense  shoals  of  the  luminous 


:dbvGoogIe 


78  EAST   INDIA    VADB-UECUU. 

ata-maggot,  «u^  aboiit  the  aise  of  s  man's  finger,  are 

■MD  at  night,  causing  the  water  to  aaaame  a  fAospborie 
appearanoe.  In  sailing  through  these  living  shoals,  abnn- 
dance  may  be  drawn  np  in  buckets.  At  the  same  time, 
innumerable  fishes  of  prey  may  be  heard,  or  seen,  nnh> 
ing  among  them,  and,  no  doubt,  making  many  a  hearty 
meaL 

Persons  arrinng  from  Europe,  'have  rardy  any  bnt 
British  coins ;  in  the  disbursing  of  which  many  imposi- 
tions will  be  practised.  The  best  mode  is  to  tender  the 
whole,  without  delay,  to  some  of  the  Eiigiish  agency- 
houses,  who  will  readily  pay  their  full  value  ;  as  they,  in- 
deed, often  tind  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  few  guineas  for 
tbcir  friends  about  to  embark  for  England,  witho^t  pay- 
ing an  exorbitant  sum  to  the  ikroffs,  {turrafa,)  or  native 
bankers.  Nor  can  these  acquire  them  only  from  eueh  per- 
SODS  as  arrive  with  the  Indiamen,  and  they  are  rarely  ac- 
quainted with  their  real  value.  , 

All  goods  being  landed  under  the  inspection  of  custom- 
hoase  officers,  the  passenger  will  have  little  opportnnity 
of  interfering,  as  to  his  baggage,  or  merchandize.  Nor 
should^  he  attempt,  personally,  to  transact  any  bnsinesa 
before  be  delivers  his  letters  of  credit,  or  introduction. 
That  should  be  his  first  step;  as  it  will  afford  the  means 
of  more  easily  managing  his  concerns,  and,  probably,  of 
being  comfortably  situated,  without  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  a  tavern. 

Here  it  becomes  an  indispensable  duty,  to  warn  the 
young  adventurer  not  to  dissipate  his  money,  ruin  his 
health,  and  injure  his  reputation,  by  frequenting  taverns. 
In  England,  where  persons  who  do  not  keep  house  must 
occasionally  sit  down  to  a  meal  in  public,  custom  has  not 
only  connived  at,  but  sanctioned,  the  resort  to  cofiee- 
hoiwes,  &C.   These  afford  conveniences  to  thousands,  who 
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could  never  provide  eo  comfortably  at  home,  at  the  same 
expense.  The  coffee-houaes  in  Europe  laay  likewise  be 
coDBidered  as  the  rendezTouB  of  persons  in  the  same  line 
of  business,  and  offering  opportunities  for  adjusting 
Dumerous  afiaire,  which,  either  from  remote  residence, 
or  the  pressure  of  other  concerns,  could  not  else  be 
brought  to  immediate  conclusion. 

The  taverns  in  India  are  upon  a  very  different  plan. 
They  are  either  of  the  first  rate,  at  which  public  dinners 
are  occaeionally  given*  or  of  that  mean  description  which 
receive  all  who  have  a  rupee  to  spend,  under  the  determi- 
nation of  extracting  that  rupee,  in  some  shape  or  other. 
The  former  class  is  very  conQned  In  numbers,  hut  the 
latter  are  abundant,  and  may  be  readily  distinguished 
by  the  promiscuous  company,  the  shebbiness  of  the  treat- 
ment, and  the  excess  of  imposition,  especially  on  novices. 
It  is  easy  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  running  into  the 
mouths  of  these  leviathans.  All  that  is- requisite,  is  to 
call  at  the  first  ofEee,  or  shop,  to  learn  the  residence  of 
the  gentleman  to  whom  the  letter  of  introduction  is  ad- 
dreaaed.  No,  ceremony  shoatd  be  used  in  explaining  the 
circumstances,  and  in  soliciting  the  aid  of  a  servant  to 
lead  the  way.  No  one  ever  yet  heard  of  a  want  of  civihty 
on  snch  occasions. 

In  speaking  thus  confidently  respecting  a  letter  of  in- 
trodaction,  the  case  of  course  alludes  to  a  person  not 
appointed  to  the  service  of  the  Company.  It  cannot,  in- 
deed, be  conceived  what  could  induce  any  man  of  respec- 
tability to  visit  India,  without  a  substantial  recommenda- 
tion; or,  indeed,  unless  under  some  agreement,  or  suffi- 
cient assurance  of  being  employed  in  such  a  manner  as 
might  tend  to  certain  advantage.  Nothing  can  be  more 
forlorn  than  the  situation  of  a  mere  adventurer,  on  his 
arrival  in  India.      With  money  in  his  pocket,  he  may 
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assuredly  Bubsiat;  but,  without  some  frieDd  to  introduce 
him  into  society,  he  may  remain  for  yean  unnoticed; 
for,  throughout  the  East,  and  especially  at  the  several 
presidencies,  he  who  knows  nobody,  him  will  nobody 
know.  Residence  at  a  tavern  is,  in  itself,  a  perfect  diB- 
qaalification  among  persons  of  repute ;  as  implying  either 
a  total  want  of  respectable  acquuDtance,  an  addiction 
to  liquor,  or  a  predilection  for  low  company. 

In  saying  this,  there  is  no  denying  that  some  worthy 
cbaFacters  have  been  rescued  from  perpetual  degi;^dation, 
by  accidental  intercourse  with  persons  of  peculiar  sensi' 
bility.  Such  nice  feelings,  however,  and  that  unqualified 
liberality,  which  have  been  occasionally  discovered  in  a 
few  individuals,  are  rarely  united.  When  they  are,  it  too 
often  happens  that  the  power  to  render  them  effectively 
beneficial  is  altogether  wanting,  A  man  may  be  tho- 
roughly convinced  of  the  worthiness  of  his  proteg^,  bat 
it  will  not  always  follow  that  society  will  sanction  bis  opi- 
nion. In  considering  the  state  of  society  in  India,  thU 
will  he  evident.  Strongly  therefore  to  inculcate  the  sen- 
timent may  prove  serviceable  to  many,  who  have  mis- 
conceived the  subject  in  general,  or  have  been  led  by  a 
too  sanguine  disposition,  to  deem  the  whole  toil,  risk,  and 
solicitude  as  being  over,  soon  as  their  feet  can  rest  on  the 
terra  firma  of  Hindoostan. 

Mutatis  mutandis  at  each  of  the  three  presidencies, 
most  of  the  subsequent  animadversions  and  hints  will 
apply,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  local  peculiarities  of 
those  settlements,  all  however  agreeing  in  their  general 
features  of  intercourse  between  the  natives  and  new 
comers,  on  whom  the  former  will  invariably  prey  as 
long  as  they  can.  Few  ships  on  their  outward  voyage 
are  wholly  destitute  of  some  old  Indian  passengers.  From 
these,  partial  customs  and  occurrences  may  he  completely 


:dbvGoogIe 


EAST   INDIA    VADE-MECUM.  81 

ascertained  before  the  veuel  reaches  her  destined  port. 
No  youth,  therefore,  need  arrive  in  a  state  of  profound 
ignorance,  unless  tOo  lazy  to  learn  those  things  most  re- 
qoisite  for  his  imniediBte  comfort  and  welfare. 

The  ordinary  mode  in  which  a  European  is  accosted  on 
his  first  arrival  at  Calcutta,  is  by  the  tender  of  a  bearer, 
carrying  a  lai^e  nmbrella,  to  shelter  him  from  the  sun  or 
rain.  There  is  something  about  a  stranger,  in  that  quar- 
ter, which  instantly  aDnonaces  him  to  all  the  predatory 
tribe,  who  wait  at  the  wharfs  in  expectation  of  living 
booty:  but,  otherwise,  his  total  ignorante  of  the  lan- 
guage would  be  sufficient  to  determine  their  conduct. 
The  bearer,  who  is  in  league  with  that  numerous  horde  of 
miscreants,  called  mean,  abounding,  not  only  at  Calcutta, 
but  throi^hout  the  lower  provinces,  speedily  conveys  the 
hint  to  his  associates.  A  smooth-faced  chap,  who  speaks 
English  well  enough  to  be  understood,  and  who  compre- 
hends more  than  he  will  acknowledge,  now  advances,  and 
making  a  respectful  obeisance,  called  a  Balaam,  by  bend- 
ing his  head  downwards,  and  placing  the  palm  of  his  right 
hand  to  his  forehead,  makes  an  offer  of  his-services  to  the 
atiay  BritOD> 

However  a  youth  may  be  prepared,  by  the  cautious  in- 
junctions  of  friends,  and  the  detail  of  knaveries  practised 
by  such  characters,  still  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  avoid  the 
anare.  Reflecting  on  the  anxiety  inseparably  attendant  on 
arrival  in  a  country  where  every  thing  is  new,  every  thing 
Sitrange,  and  where,  in  case  of  disappointment,  all  must 
be  misery ;  it  is  not  surprising  that  so  much  confidence 
should  be  placed  on  those  who  cheer  the  novice,  by  speak- 
ing to  him  in  his  native  tongue.  But,  admitting  the  folly 
of  confiding  in  any  stranger,  how  is  the  case  to  be  ame- 
liorated 1  Ignorant  of  the  language,  as  well  as  of  the  cus- 
toms; totally  unacquainted  with  any  soul  on  the  spot; 
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aad  eager  to  obtain  a  shelter  firom  the  oppreaaire  beats ; 
what  is  the  poor  adveDturer  to  do?  H«  caDnot  remain  id 
the.  boat!  He  cannot  take  root,  and  Tegetate,  at  the 
water  side!  Nor  can  be  perambulate  the  public  roada, 
till  fktigue  sink  him  to  the  dust,  or  some  benevolent  Euro- 
pean, on  perceiving  his  distress,  shall  offer  him  an  asylum! 
What  then  is  to  be  done  ? — Why,  the  meat  must  lead  him 
to  some  paltry  tavern,  in  which  he  is  either  interested, 
or  from  whose  keeper  he  receives  a  douceur  for  intro- 
ducing a  guest.  In  the  meantime,  his  baggage,  with  the 
exception  of  such  minutis  as  may  adhere  to  the  fingers 
of  the  boat-men,  or  of  those  who  have  the  handling  them 
on  shore,  will  follow,  and  there  wiU  be  no  want  of  atten- 
tion to  immediate  accommodation. 

The  tavemrkeeper,  under  the  plausible  pretext  of  aid- 
ing towards  the  completion  of  the  youth's  wishes,  never 
fails  to  enquire  whether  the  gentleman  has  any  fVieads  in 
town,  or  even  in  the  country  t  If  affirmatively  answered^ 
"  mine  host"  feels  himself  tolerably  secure  of  his  money: 
but  will  probably  assert,  that  the  ftiend  in  town  is  out  of 
the  way,  and  will  not  be  back  for  some  days.  Should  the 
gentleman  be  totally  destitute  of  friends,  then  comes  the 
neb  harvest.  Imposition  following  imposition,  swells  the 
bill ;  which,  if  appearances  warrant  forbearance,  is  kept 
back  as  long  as  possible,  under  the  pleasing  assnrance  of 
perfiict  confidence.  In  the  end,  however,  a  catalogue  of 
items  is  produced,  which  never  fails  to  alarm,  if  not  to 
ruin,  the  unsuspecting  victim ! 

Should,  unhappily,  the  guest  so  &r  lower  himself  as 
to  associate  with  the  ordinary  company  of  the  common 
drinking^room,  he  is  irretrievably  gone.  Quarrels,  riots, 
and  ioebriety  follow ;  till,  in  all  probability,  he  becomes 
subject  to  th6  notice  of  the  police.  Should  his  face  ever 
be  seen  at  that  office,  his  admission  into  any  respectable 
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circle  would  be  next  to  impossible.  What  with  lodging, 
dinnen,  wioes,  &c.  of  the  ircwst  description,  but  alt  rated 
At  the  highest  priceB,  he  must  be  fortunate  who  escapee 
under  a  gold  mohur  (two  gniaess)  par  day.  Double  that 
sum  is  generally  charged;  so  that  a  person  starts  at  the 
rate  of  £1000  per  annum,  at  least;  while,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, no  established,  or  even  apparent,  prorieion  exifltSf 
whereby  he  may  be  maintained. 

Add  the  allurements  beid  out  by  the  sable  beaitfies, 
who  will  itontrive  means  to  retail  their  charms  so  long  as 
they  think  money  is  to  be  had,  and  np  trifling  expense  will 
be  incurred.  Some  fellow  who  c^u  speak  English,  and 
thoroughly  anderstanda  whatever  relates  to  the  iut^teet  of 
the  concerfi,  which,  amoug  oUier  things,  iucludpatl^tev- 
iog,  lying,  cheating,  pimping,  &c.  is  employed  to  delfide 
the  unwary  stranger^  The  first  esaay  is  ordinarily  if^t 
by  describing  the  elegan;^  of  the  native  woi]^eQ,.^nd.^beir 
great  perfectwi.ai:  aingera  and  danqe.^;,  ^d  ra^ly  fails, 
especially  with  youths  uqder  such  circumstance^,  to  excite 
something . more , than  curiosity.  Tbe,,d4^<^ng-gir]^  are 
ijfitrodaced,  And  so  jaany  fiftal  consequences  follow,  that 
nothing  can  .be  .Diore.daqgerpus  tljiofi^.this  ,iq)e{pilar  indul- 
geuce;  it  pever,  ftuliog,  first  tojdfain  f,h^{iur&e.;andi;4n  a 
few  days  or  weeks,  .the  constitution  alKq., 

.  Those  servants  who  usually  ply  at  the  wharfs^  an^.en- 
deavonr  to  obtain  employment,  either  among  the  ofltcen 
of  ships,  or  among  persons:  fresh  from  .Europe,  .for  the 
most  part  speak  broken  English  with  sufficient  jSueacy. 
This  renders  them,  pa^ularlj  serviceable  to  both  those 
clftssps.  by  eptablipgithem.to  provide,  and  to. act,  when, 
.without ,4nch  a^sistaDcet  they  woul^  be.(|i  distress,. and  at 
4  stand,  ft  is  ft  vety  g^eral  cuafop^  4vaoDgthe,MooBsul- 
inpLW  of  lowcoi|dition,to  give  auchof  t^eir  malechi^ren 
•s  are  bom  during  tfa^ir  .Lent».  (or  ijasw^ui,),  the  nair^  of 
q2    ' 
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Ramzamijf :  meaning  "  bom  daring  the  Ramzaun."  There 
being  bo  many  thua  deBignated,  renders  the  name  ex- 
tremely common ;  and,  as  an  infinity  of  rogueries  have 
been  practised  by  persona  bo  called,  it  has  rather  got  into 
disgrace.  Hence,  the  adventurers  above  described  are, 
by  a  alight,  but  ludicrous  corruption,  termed  Rum-Joht' 
nie$,  which  after  all,  may  be  only  a  slighter  change  irom 
ram^tma,  a  Hindoo  danciug-boy. 

That  a  servant  thus  enabled  to  act  as  the  mediam  of 
intercourse,  most  prove  on  many  occasions  highly  conve> 
nient,  may  be  confessed  ;  but,  like  a  two-edged  sword,  he 
may  operate  either  way,  as  to  himself  may  appear  expe* 
dient ;  and  while  pretending  to  serve,  may  be  pilk^ng 
his  employer.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  stranger  has 
no  immediate  resource;  and,  in  case  of  injury,  little  re- 
dress. The  mischief  is  not  owing  to  any  deficiency  in  the 
police,  but  arises  from  that  invariable  precaution  with 
which  Rwm-Jo/mma  carry  on  their  manoeuvres.  They 
never  fail  to  have  a  third  person  in  the  way,  who  is  to  dis- 
appear with  the  purloined  articles,  and  to  bear  all  the 
blame  ;  while  the  principal  afiects  great  resehtment  at  the 
villain's  audacity,  and  sorrow  for  bis  master^s  loss.  This 
is  often  so  dexterously  managed  as  to  occasion  serious 
quarrels,  when  fneuds,  who  see  through  ^e  deception, 
endeavour  to  convince  the  inbtuated  party,  that  his  confi- 
dential menial  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  roguery.  The  dis- 
reputable circumstance  of  having  a  thief  at  bis  elbow, 
does  not  sit  very  easy  on  the  stranger''B  mind  :  deriving  so 
ranch  convenience  from  RumJoham/'t  aid,  and,  having 
only  the  iair  side  of  the  knave's  conduct  in  view,  be  is  un- 
willing to  give  credit  to  what  appears  a  gross  misrepresen- 
tation, founded  on  prejudice.  By  this  means,  he  sinks 
deeper  into  the  mire,  and  renders  it  dangerous  for  his 
well-wisher  to  attempt  his  extrication. 
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Captain  Williamsoa  says,  "  I  recollect  an  instance  of  a 
"  young  gentleman's  joining  a  regiment,  about  a  hundred 
"  miles  up  the  country,  who  had  among  his  servants  a 
"  khedmutgar,  (or  table-attendant,)  of  whom  I  never  could 
"  get  a  sight.  The  fellow  was  always  sick,  or  busy ;  or 
**  some  excuse  was  invariably  made.  At  length,  one  of 
"  my  own  domestics  informed  me,  that  be  was  a  Atm- 
"  Johnny  who  had  been  discharged  for  theft  from  my  ser. 
"  rice,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  motat/Uc}^,  (or  link- 
"  boy.)  I  found  out,  that  he  bad  been  employed  in  the 
"  barracks  at  Fort- William,  where  be  picked  up  a  little 
"  English,  and  had  fastened  on  the  gentlemaa,  no  doubt 
"  with  the  intention  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  good  prize 
"  wherewith  to  decamp.  Finding,  to  his  great  discomfi- 
"  tare,  that  1  bad  been  removed  to  that  station,  where  he 
"  found  me,  the  scoundrel  kept  aloof,  under  the  hope  of 
"  carrying  his  project  into  execution.  Strange  to  say,  it 
"  was  with  extreme  difficulty  I  could  convince  my  young 
"  friend  that  he  was  the  dupe  of  a  downright  thief;  who, 
"  if  I  bad  not  been  improperly  lenient,  would  have  had 
**  the  certificate  of  hie  crime  noted  on  his  back,  by  the' 
"  drummers  of  the  raiment.'" 

To  state  the  evil,  without  pointing  out  the  remedy, 
would  be  next  to  useless.  When,  however,  the  means  are 
suggested  of  avoiding  all,  or  any  of  the  difiBculties,  at- 
tendant on  arrival  in  a  foreign  land,  the  stnuiger  must  be 
underetood  to  possess  pecuniary  resources ;  that  is,  to  be 
able  to  pay  his  way.  Otherwise,  he  can  do  nothing ;  and 
must  undergo  all  the  afflicticms  and  miseries  every  where 
attendant  upon  despised  poverty.  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  what  may  appear  in  England  to  be  liberal  calou? 
lations,  will  bc'ctherwise  in  the  East ;  where  eveiy  article 
of  European  manufactare  bears  an  enormous  price,  and 
house-rent  is  very  expensive ;  while  it  is  -indispensably 
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necesmry  to  retain  muiy  serf  ants.  The  first  thing  to  be 
done,  (setting  a  letter  of  recommendation  ont  of  the  qafi»* 
tioD,)  IB  to  refort  arriial  at  the  secretary's  office, 
depositing  the  certificate  of  the  Directors^  licence  to 
proceed  to  India.  Without  this,  the  party  is  treated  as  an 
alien,  not  entitled  to  British  protection.  Ifor  does  this 
arise  from  ill-will  on  the  part  of  government,  or  the  inha- 
bitants ;  bat  from  that  strict  attention  which  die  politics 
of  the  country  imperiously  require  to  be  paid  to  the  sereral 
characters,  and  descriptions,  of  persons  residing  within  the 
tenitory  of  British  Indie. 

All  persons  in  the  ciril  or  military  branches  are  equally 
required  to  produce  the  certificate  granted  at  the  India 
House,  in  order  to  identify  the  party.  Should  this  have 
been  lost,  he  himself,  together  with  the  commander  who 
rebeived  the  order  for  taking  him  on  board,  must  attend, 
to  make  affidavit  to  that  efiect,  before  the  appointment 
can  be  admitted  upon  the  registers  in  India. 

Such  as  appertain  to  the  civil  service,  being  always 
strongly  recommended,  and  often  finding  many  old 
^acquaintances  of  their  families  on  the  spot,  require  but 
little  advice.  Nor  does  the  cadet  stand  much  in  need  of 
instruction,  for  providing  himself  with  a  home.  He  is 
only  to  wait  upon  the  town-major,  at  his  office  in  Fort- 
William,  when  he  will  receive  the  necessary  order  for  ad- 
miasion  Into  the  barracks  and  mess  appointed  for  hb 
reception. 

He  who  has  not  these  advantages,  must  do  the  best  his 
circumstances  allow.  He  will  find  tamperance  not  only 
cheap,  bat  indispensable ;  for,  should  he  at  the  outset 
indiscreetly  injure  his  health,  there  would  follow  a  thou- 
sand privations,  and  a  certain  increase  of  difficulties. 
As  the  first  point  he  must-  get  under  cover.  '  Nor  will  this 
be  found  so  easy,  as  tJiose  may  suppose  who  have  never 
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quitted  Kigland.  It  will  re<]iiire  Boma  research,  to  pro- 
cQie  a  Bm«ll  houae  with  only  hare  walls ;  for  a  furnished 
hottse  to  be  let  is  unknown  in  India ;  and  lodgings  are,  if 
pOMible,  still  more  out  of  the  question.  Fortunately, 
among  the  European  shopkeepera  in  Calcutta;  are  some 
most  respectable  characters ;  men  diatingnished  for  their 
arbanity,  philanthropy,  and  generosity.  Application 
should  be  instantly. made  to  one  of  these  firms,  for  aid, 
and  advice.  The  case  should  be  candidly  stated  ;  and, 
to  insure  confidence^  there  should  be  a  deposit  of  money 
either  with  them,  or  at  one  of  the  banks.  Thos,  in  a  few 
hours,  some  small  tenement  will  be  obtained,  either  hired, 
or  granted  aa  a  temporary  accommodation,  and  all  the 
articles  really  necessary  will  be  provided,  at  one  of  the 
anctiwis  daily  occurring  within  the  central  parts  of  the 
town. 

The  appointment  of  proper  servants  will  now  be  impOE- 
tant ;  but,  under  the  directions  of  any  old  resident,  by 
no  means  difficult.  Such  will  be  not  only  the  most  expe- 
ditious, hat  the  safest,  way  of  proceeding ;  since  those 
who  recommend  will,  in  all  probability,  be  expected, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  to  become  sureties 
for  the  honesty  of  all  persons  hired  on  their  recommenda- 
tion. One  servant  who  can  apeak  English,  or  at  least, 
an  underling  sircar,  deputed  from  the  warehouse,  will  ' 
prove  a  very  agreeable  resource,  on  all  occasions  of  "diffi- 
culty ;  but  the  good  policy,  or  rather  the  s^olute  necessity, 
of  immediately  studying  the  language,  is  ao  apparent, 
that  he  who  mns  may  read.  Till  that  is  acquired,  to  such 
an  extent  as  may  preclude  the  necessity  for  an  interpreter 
on  ordinary  occasions,  no  person  can  be  deemed  inde- 
pendent ;  far  less,  capable  of  acting  with  effect,  in  any 
civil,  military,  or  commercial  capacity. 

Strange  to  say,  many  gentlemen  reside  from  ten  to 
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thirty  years  in  India,  without  ever  being  idile  to  summon 
resolution  to  acquire  sufficient  of  the  Hindee  langoftge 
even  to  take  their  accounts !  WiUi  inch,  the  n'fcar  ■■ 
every  thing.  The  consequences  are,  invariably,  that  he 
grows  rich,  and  bis  master  continues  to  the  last  in  cli»> 
tress,  unless  fortune  or  patronage  fill  his  ooffers  so  fast, 
that  neither  domestic  peculation  nor  extravagance  can 
keep  them  empty. 

Without  pretending  to  make  a  very  accurate  estimate, 
ao  outline  may  be  sketched  of  those  expenses  which 
every  person  must  incur  when  keeping  house,  though  in 
the  most  retired  manner,  and  on  the  most  economical  plan. 
In  doing  this,  it  is  considered  that  the  instructions  given 
for  the  outfit  have  been  duly  observed  ;  and,  that  weariog 
apparel,  some  plate,  bedding,  blankets,  sheets,  and  pillow- 
cases, have  been  provided.  If  they  have  not,  those  arti- 
cles may  be  rated  at  from  flfly  to  a  hundred  per  cent,  more 
than  they  would  cost  in  England.  The  following  brief 
catalogue  will  be  found  to  contain  only  those  conveniences 
which  are  indispensable.  As  prices,  however,  fluctuate. 
greatly,  those  given  here  and  in  the  following  pages, 
should  be  considered  more  as  certain  data  on  which  to 
calculate,  than  as  Imnajide  prices : — 

Ooe  doicn  of  chain ;  uy  at  four  rupeei  cuh 

One  diniug'table  for  (ix,  uy 

Two  Upoyg  (iripods)  df  each 

One  writing'Uble,  with  drawer* 

One  beditead  of  6  feet  4  in.  by  4reel6  in. 

Cunaiot  to  ditto ;  thote  for  the  exterior  ofchiDta 

Iniide  ditto,  of  tfkuze,  to  keep  out  muHiiiiioti 

Bookeate  upon  chett  ofdrawen 

China  and  glasi  ware,  taj         .        ,        ,        . 

Shades  to  pnt  over  candlet,  one  pair,  u; 

(Thoie  with  wooden  pedeetal*  to  be  preferred.) 

Carhed  forward 
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Brought  foiward  406 
A  chillntnehcB  (or  metal  basOD]  for  waihmg  haodi,  with  iu 

tripod)  &C.                 SS 

A  paluiquin  and  bedding           ......  100 

Table  clothi  and  towels            SO 

One  laige  and  ooe  Binall  tatrioge  (cotton  carpet)  2G  and  10  36 

Variotti  culinary  artidea,  laj            40 

A  variety  of  tmall  articles  ia  cutleiy,  &;c.  taj                     .  4S 

Making  in  all  on  a  rough  ettiintte        .  700 

In  this  estimate  a  horse  is  aot  included,  because  not  in- 
dispensable ;  but,  both  as  a  convenience,  and  as  tending  to 
health,  a  cheap,  safe,  and  quiet  poney  should  be  provided. 
Mumben  are  sold  etery  week,  at  all  prices;  but  one,  in- 
cluding the  saddle  and  bridle,  from  260  to  300  rupees 
would  be  going  fiir  enough.  Suppose  the  whole  expense 
amounts  to  1000  sicca  rupees,  or  £126 ;  this  will  be  as 
little  as  auy  person  can  expend,  so  as  to  secure  his  credit 
or  comfort.  The  common  stock  of  wines,  spirits,  wax- 
candles,  sauces,  sugar-candy,  tea,  coffee,  saltpetre,  and  a 
number  of  lesser  items,  would  require  full  600  rupees  more; 
supposing  that  a  year's  supply  were  immediately  provided. 
Thus,  £200  will  be  necesBary  to  establish  a  gentleman  in 
his  residence,  supposing  it  to  be  fixed.  Travelling  alters 
the  case,  and  wilt  ,b6  found  considerably  to  increase  the 
disbursements. 

A  comparison  between  the  before-mentioned  prices  and 
those  inEurope,will  shew  that  Calcutta  is  by  no  means  a  fa- ' 
vourable  market  for  the  purchase  of  furniture,  wines,  cattle, 
&c. ;  and  should  at  once  satisfy  every  free-mariner,  free- 
merchantf  &c.  proceeding  to  India  on  specolatioD,  that  he 
must  be  provided  with  at  least  six  hundred  pounds  to 
answer  the  demands  of  bis  outset.  House  rent  cannot 
well  be  taken  at  less  than  £150  per  annum;  servants  will 
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amount  to  abont  bb  moch  more ;  and  his  table  expenaea, 

pocket-money,  &c.,  on  the  moat  moderate  acale,  will  de> 
mand  one  hundred,  after  laying  in  hia  stock  of  wines,  tea, 
&c.  So  that,  in  all,  he  may  be  said  to  do  very  well  on  the 
£600.  Should  he,  indeed,  be  so  fortunate  as  to  make 
numerous  respectable  acquaintances,  and  become  a  fre- 
quent guest  at  their  tables,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
expenses,  stated  at  £100,  may  be  retrenched.  Such  good 
luck,  howerer,  doea  not  generally  happen ;  and,  at  any  rate, 
rarely  comes  at  once,  as  it  requires  time  to  gain  that  foot- 
ing which  may  relieve  the  pressure  of  table  chaises.  Hiia, 
t6o,  may  be  attended  only  with  common  civility,  without 
afibrdtog  tlie  smallest  prospect  of  further  beneficial  coud> 
teoanoe  from  such  hospitality. 

So  mnch  haa  been  said  on  this  subject,  with  a  view  to 
conect  a  prevalent  opinion,  that  it  ia  easy  to  get  into 
society  in  India ;  and  that  then  a  gentleman  may  put  hia 
bands  in  bis  pockets,  while  hit  friends  forward  bim  rapidly. 
Sneb,  assuredly,  was  the  case  iu  days  of  yore ;  but,  with- 
in the  laat  thirty  years  or  more,  there  have  been  no- 
merous  retrenchments  in  all  the  public  offioea,  so  that  the 
prospects  of  many  young  men  who  proceeded  to  India 
with  the  hope  of  being  ei^ged  in  merchants'  houses, 
have  sadly  failed.  It  ahould  never  be  forgotten  bow  far 
all  persona,  ignorant  of  the  language  spoken  in  common, 
namely,  the  Hindee,  (vulgarly  called  the  3foora^,)  are  in- 
competent to  any  duty,  beyond  that  of  making  out  copies 
of  eocounts-current,  and  registering  correspondence.  Even 
these,  to  be  performed  with  correctness,  demand  some 
local  knowledge.  This  may  serve  to  prove,  that  full  one 
year  must  be  provided  for  before  any  employment,  which 
may  ensure  a  livelihood,  and  afford  the  prospect  of  future 
^vancement,  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

Of  such  importance  does  this  appear,  that,  were  one  to 
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adrifle  a  ;onng  friend,  aWut  to  proceed  to  India,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  should  pass  his  first  year,  it  Wonld  be 
nefwly  in  the  following  terms-:  "Rise  at  dayhreak, and 
ride  gently  for  one  hour  in  the  hot,  and  two  hours  in  the 
oold  season.  Make  a  moderate  hreakfast,  aroidin^;  melted 
butter,  salt  meats,  salt  fish,  sweetmeats,  &c.;  good  tea  or 
coffee  being  assuredly  the  most  wholesome.  Study  th« 
language  for  an  boar  or  two,  and  attend  some  o£Bce  gra- 
tuitonriy,  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  accounts, 
price-current*,  markets,  pronsions,  commodities,  &c. 
About  two  o'clock  retire  to  rest,  and  about  an  hour  before 
sunset,  bathe,  by  means  of  three  or  four  large  pots  of 
water  poured  over  the  head-  Put  on  clean  linen,  and  dine 
moderately  upon  plain  viands,  taking  care  never  to  exceed 
two  or  three  gUsses  of  the  best  Madeira.  Proceed  for 
two  hours  with  studying  the  language,  and,  after  taking  a 
cup  or  two  of  tea,  or  of  coffee,  or  a  crust  of  bread  and  a 
glass  of  Madeira,  go  supperless  to  bed,  avoiding  to  sleep 
in  a  strong  current  of  air." 

Possibly,  it  may  be  urged,  that  a  person  intent  on  tearo- 
ii^  the  Hindee,  so  as  to  be  competent  to  transact  business 
in  the  course  of  twelve  months,  would  not  attain  that  ob- 
ject by  four  boura  only  of  daily  assiduity.  Nevertheless, 
such  a  portion  of  time,  appropriated  under  the  guidance 
of  an  intelligent  linguist,  will  certainly  enable  the  student 
to  make  a  wonderful  progress ;  especially  when  combined 
with  the  resolution  to  enter  as  much  ae  possible  into  fit- 
miliar  colloquy  in  that  language,  and  to  put  it  in  practice 
among  the  natives  on  all  occasions. 

A  gentleman  determined  to  learn  the  language,  began 
the  study  of  Persian  at  rather  an  advanced  age ;  which 
caused  many  to  rally  him  on  the  new  turn  he  bad  taken. 
He,  however,  persevered,  and,  in  the  course  of  two  yean, 
became  more  than  commonly  proficient    The  explanation 
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he  gave,  as  to  the  plan  he  had  laid  down,  must  convince 
any  one,  that  a  person,  with  a  tolerable  memory,  may,  in 
a  moderate  time,  acqaire  any  regular  langu^e.  His  mode 
was,  for  the  first  month,  never  to  retire  to  bed  until  he  had 
perfectly  learned  by  heart  twenty  words,  so  as  to  explain 
them  with  promptitude,  however  catechized.  After  that 
first  month,  he  was  master  of  no  leas  than  six  hundred 
words.  During  the  next  month,  finding  that  former  ac- 
quirements greatly  (aciiitated  his  progress,  be  made  a  point 
of  gaining  twenty-five  words  daily  ;  thus  acquiring  in  Uiat 
month  seven  hundred  and  fifty  words ;  making  a  total  of 
thirteen  hundred  and  fifty. 

,  In  this  way  he  added  five  words  every  day,  till  he  found 
tiuA,  by  the  aid  of  derivations  and  compounds,  he  was  well 
grounded  in  the  language.  His  computa^on  was,  that, 
as  few  languages  contain  more  than  forty  thousand  words 
in  common  use,  whenever  he  should  be  able  to  learn  fifty 
words  daily,  he  might,  to  use  his  own  terms,  "  make  the 
language  fall  before  him  in  two  years." 

This  is  an  arithmetical  demonstration  of  the  powers  an- 
nexed to  persevering  regularity,  and  ought  to  induce  every 
youth,  for  that  is  the  season  for  acquirements,  to  adopt 
sach  a  system  as  may  insure  the  great  object  in  view.  So 
steady  a  mode  of  carrying  on  a  pursuit  cannot,  however, 
be  expected  in  young  persons,  many  of  whom  have  just 
escaped  from  the  trammels  of  parental  vigilance ;  and 
who,  having  passed  so  many  years  at  their  studies,  rarely 
feel  much  disposition  to  prolong  academic  laboars ;  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  pleasures  of  society  are  open  to 
their  participatjon.  Still,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  vo- 
lume may  prove  intrinsecally  beneficial  to  a  large  portion, 
by  pointing  out  the  means  whereby  preferment  may  be 
obtained,  snd  by  shewing  with  what  fitcility,  as  to  all  in- 
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tellectual  puntuits,  tbe  foundation  may  be  laid  for  a  most 
superb  snperstnictnre. 

The  number  of  servants,  and  the  amoHnt  of  wages,  form- 
ing BO  conapicuoos  an  item  in  domestic  economy,  cannot 
fail  to  attract  the  attention,  not  only  of  persons  proceed- 
ing to  India,  bat  of  their  parents  and  friends,  who  often 
express  mach  surprise  at  the  apparent  extraTagance  of  the 
young  dibutarUs  in  this  particular.  Such  notions  of  im- 
proper indulgence  in  retinue,  though  perfectly  naturd,  as 
resulting  from  long  habits,  and  the  little  necessity  felt  in 
Europe  for  keeping  many  serrants,  even  in  large  families, 
by  no  means  find  a  sanction  when  transplanted  beyond 
the  narrow  limits  of  our  own  island.  In  many  parts  of 
Europe,  custom  has  rendered  permanent  varionsf  ractices 
which,  no  doubt,  had  their  origin  in  the  purest  motives, 
and  did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  appear  likely  to  serve  as 
the  basis  of  future  excesses  and  encloachments. 

Tbe  multiplicity  of  menials  employed  in  the  houses  of 
European  gentlemen  in  Bengal,  results  from  the  tenets  of 
religion,  esperaalty  among  the  Hindoos ;  a  cause  by  no 
means  likely  to  be  soon  removed.  Yet  what  may  be  et 
fected  by  a  relaxation  of  their  present  rigid  principles, 
and  the  further  extension  of  our  customs,  cannot  be  fore- 
told. 

Of  the  religious  tenets  and  institutions,  both  of  the 
Moossulmans  and  of  the  Hindoos,  little  need  be  said  in 
lliiB  place.  The  division  of  the  latter  into  sects,  called 
by  us  coifi,  renders  the  occupations  of  all  perfectly  distinct. 
Thaa  a  necessity  exists  of  hiring  such  of  each  eatt  as  can 
attend  to  those  duties  they  underuke,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  animadversions  of  their  priesthood,  or  to  those 
penalties  attendant  upon  even  the  most  trifling,  deviation 
fix>m  the  prescribed  path.     The  climate,  too,  arbitrarily 
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impoBCB  the  necesBity  for  retaining  somo  cUaieB  of  aer> 
TODtE,  anknowD  in  Eoglacd;  or,  at  leaat,  sapposed  to  be 
exclusively  attached  to  the  conremence  of  ladiea,  and 
sick  persons.  When  all  matters  are  considered,  it  Will 
be  found,  that  the  host  of  domestics  appertaining  to  the 
establishment  of  a  gentleman  in  Bengal,  proTes,  in  the 
aggregate,  littlej  if  at  all,  more  expensive  than  the  ordi- 
nary Dnmber  retained  by  Amities  of  respectability  in  most 
parta  of  England.  What  with  wages,  liveries,  lodgii^, 
board,  washing,  waste,  negligence,  and  pilfering,  we 
probably  shall  find  the  one  man^^servapt  and  the  two 
maids  folly  a  match,  in  point  of  eicpense,  with  the  whole 
body  of  those  in  the  pay  of  one  of  our  coantrymen 
abroad. 

A  gentleman  in  Europe  can  never  well  gae&s  the  ulti- 
mate amount  of  his  disbursements,  where  bis  domeatica 
are  concerned  either'in  the  appropriation,  or  in  the  ex- 
penditure. In  India,  the  uttermost  ferthing  is  known ; 
each  servant  receiving  a  certain  sum  monthly,  for  which 
he  is  in  attendance  during  the  whole  day,  [Hrovides  his 
own  clothes  and  victuals,  and  pays  for  whatever  ci^in  he 
may. build  or  occupy.  As  to  purloining  victuals,  there 
ia: little  danger;  for,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
lower  c(at»,  which  are  held  in  a  state  of  utter  abomina- 
tion, no  native  of  India,  either  Mooisulmen  or  Hindoo, 
wilt  BO  much  as  touch  those  viands  of  which  an  Euro- 
pean has  partaken ;  or  which  have  even  been  served  up 
to  his  table. 

This  must  be  undeistood  as  speaking  generally,  and 
without  any  reference  to  tiiose  few  deviations  which  have 
occasionally  been  discovered ;  for  certainly  there  have 
been  tnatances  of  servants,  particularly  Mahomedans, 
who. so  far  trespassed  against  the  doctrines  of  their  reli- 
gion, as,  in  secret,  absolutely  to  eat  of  ham,  and  other 
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nands.  Such  aaomalieB  must  be  abstracted  fiom  the  maia 
positioa, — irhioh  is  well  kDOwn,  by  all  who  have  resided 
in  India,  to  be  perfectly  correct ;  though  many  have  sus- 
pected that  their  stocks  of  liquors  have  been  occasionally 
subjected  to  depredations  by  menial  thieves,  or  tiplera> 
without  beiog  able  to  substantiate  this  cha^e  ou  such 
radter  rare  occurrences. 

However  one  coMt  may  be  below  the  other  io  a  religi- 
ons point  of  view,  yet  they  strictly  regard  the  ptes^rva- 
tioB  of  that  coaspicnons  distinctioa  laid  down  by  their 
sacred  code.  Hus,  tboogb  they  may  worship  the  same 
draties,  under  the  same  forms,  and. with  the  aame  cere- 
monies, yet  will  they  not  allow  of  participation  at  meals ; 
Dor  even  of  contact,  at  anoh  times.  The  stranger  will, 
no  doubt,  on  his  arrival,  see  with  surprise  during  the 
evenings,  about  sunset,  each  individual,  or  perhaps, 
here  and  there>  two  or  three,  if  of'the  same  cett,  squat- 
tJBg  on  the  bare  ground,  within  a  small  apace  levelled  for 
the  purpose,  of  which  the  limits  are  marked  -out  by  the 
line  of  dost,  or  rubbish,  moved  from  the  centre  towards 
the  exteiior.  In  sncb  an  atta,  eaob  naan,  or  woman, 
co(^,  aad  afterwards  eats,  the  principal  meal  of  the  day. 
In  fur  weather,  these  areas  are  made  under  the  Canopy 
of  heaven  ;  but  during  the  rainy  season,  and  perln^is  in 
winter,  they  are  made  within  the  hnts  of  the  persons  re- 
spectively, and,  by  the  Hindoos  at  least,  are  in  general 
neatly  plastered  over  widi  cow-dung,  which  lays  the  dust, 
and  is,  moreover,  considered  as  a  sacred  compost. 

So  extremely  eorupulous  are  the  lu^ves  in  the  prepa- 
ntion  of  their  victuals,  and  tfa«T  consumption,  that,  if 
any  person  cot  of  the  very  same  cait,  (with  the  reservation 
of  tbe  brahnuns,  or  priests,)  should  touch  their  bodies  or 
tbeir  clothes,  ot  any  one  article  within  the  area,  or  even 
tb«  sorfttce  of  the  area  itself,  the  whole  meal,  together 
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with  any  earthen-ware,  standing  withio  the  circumratla> 
tioQ,  (if  it  may  be  so  called,)  wouid  be  inBtaaUy  throwD 
away,  as  being  polluted.  Nay,  any  portion  in  the  mouth 
must  be  ejected ;  nor,  till  the  party  had  performed  an 
ablution,  could  he  attempt  to  resume  his  culinary  labonra, 
or  join  in  society  with  his  compeera.  No  Moossulman,  or 
Hindoo,  will  drink  water  out  of  any  vessel  touched, 
while  in  a  state  of  repletion,  by  a  person  of  inferior  cast, 
or  by  an  European.  Eartben^ware  of  every  kind,  though 
new  or  empty,  becomes  defiled  by  such  contact,  so  as  to 
be  utterly  useless  to  the  proprietor. 

Knowing  these  things,  it  must  be  both  cruel  and  im- 
politic to  trespass  on  a  prejudice  in  itself  perfectly  inno- 
cent, and  by  no  means  interfering  with  the  rights,  or  the 
convenience,  of  others.  It  is  true,  the  patient  Hindoo, 
even  while  suffering  under  privations  from  the  destruc- 
tion, or  at  least  the  disqualification,  of  his  meal,  will 
rarely  proceed  to  extremity  against  any  European  who 
may  occasion  s\ich  a  loss  and  inconvenience.  Under  a 
suppo»tion  of  the  trespasser's  ignorance,  he  rather,  in 
his  mind,  finds  an'  excuse  for,  and  pardons,  what  he 
mildly  terms  the  accident.  But,  let  a  native  oflfend  in 
a  similar  manner,  and  a  war  of  words  exhibits  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  Hindoo's  mind.  Nor  would  he  be  passive 
should  one  of  his  countrymen  step  over  him  while 
asleep ;  that  being  considered  as  not  only  indeUcate,  but 
productive  of  serious  mischiefs  ;  inducing  the  visitations 
of  evil  spirits,  inflicting  disease,  and,  at  no  very  remote  ' 
period,  death.  This  strange  infatuation  appears  perfectly 
ridiculous  in  any  civilized  being,  but  especially  among  a 
people  who  are  all  predestinarians.  The  European 
should  be  careful  not  to  stride  over  any  of  his  domestics, 
who  may  occasionally  lay  themselves  down  in  the  veran- 
da, 8cc.  of  his  house :  such  an  act  on  the  part  of  an  unclean 
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muter,  being  considered  es  doubly  miechievoas ;  for  all 
those  who  are  without  the  pale  of  their  peculiar  creed 
are  deemed  impure.* 

The  Berraota,  whether  of  Europeans,  or  of  opulent  na- 
tives,  are  divided  into  two  classes,  indiscriminately  called 
Nuokur,  or  Chakur.  The  first  list  below  ore  judged  ex- 
empt from  all  menial  duties,  which  more  properly  belong 
to  the  last  diyisioD,  as  their  respective  designations  will  at 
once  testify. 

Batiiaynf  (buniyd)  merchant,  banlcer,  or  money  i^ent. 
DarogaA,  (daroghu)  or  Gomaatah,  (gomashtu)  factor,  or 

Buperintendant 
Moonslnf,  (mooruha)  secretary,  or  linguist 
Jummadar,  chief  of  the  retinue. 
Chob-dar,  silver-pole  bearer. 
Soonta-burdar,  silver-baton  bearer. 
Khatuaman,  butler,  steward. 
Sirkar,  government,  head  of  a  house;  agent  for  receipts 

and  payments,  as  cash-keeper. 
Kranee,  clerk,  or  writer  in  the  office. 
The  second  class  comprises— 

KMdmutgar,  valet,  table-attendant. 
Muihuulchee,  flambeau-bearer,  link-boy. 
HookulUwrdar,  pipe-bearer. 
BikiaiUee,  watei^canier,  lit.  heavenhf. 
Bewur^hMf  cook. 
Durzee,  tailor. 

•  I  beg  I«ave  here  to  reTer  the  reader  to  "  Dalognes  Engluh  and 
HindoMtuiee,"  detigoed  "  to  promote  the  colloquial  interconne  of 
Europetni  with  the  oativei  of  India,  immediately  on  their  arrival  in 
HiitdooataD.''  The»e  Dialogue*  I  ihall  quote  more  largely,  ••  thej 
are  not  likelj'  to  be  republished  ia  their  present  fotm.— See  Appen- 
dix, No.  11. 
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ZMy.  {DJuibit)  waaherman. 

Mohote,  or  Mohoutt  {M»hmmt)  elephant  driver. 

SuTwaitf  camel-driver. 

SM,ea,  Sa^eet,  groom. 

GJwnyara,  giau-cuUer,  dependant  on  the  former. 

Chtdxtok-wwr,  horse-breaker. 

Malee,  gardener. 

^b-dar,  water-cooler,  butler. 

Khursh  burdar,  purveyor. 

Murkaru,  messenger,  guide,  spy,  Stc. 

Pijfadut  (P^m)  nearly  the  same  as  the  hwrkaru. 

Hiijawt,  or  Naee,  barber. 

D^hirtt,  office-keeper. 

Furrath,  carpet-epreader,  or  famitoreJceeper. 

Mihtur,  Bvreeper;  a  female  foi  the  same  duties  being 

termed  mihturattee. 
Dorigk,  dog-keeper. 
Khuiasee,  camp-equipage-keeper. 
Berriarah,  ahepherd. 
Ckuokeedar,  watchmhi. 
Dunoon,  gate-keeper,  or  porter. 
Kuhar,  palkee-bearer. 
Ayat  or  Da^,  a  female  attendant  on  a  lady,  in  dmrge  of 

children,  a  nurse. 

The  Baniaytu  being,  without  doubt,  the  first  in  fortune, 
OB  well  as  in  rank,  claim  priority  of  description. — These 
are,  invariably,  Hindoos,  possessing  in  general  very  Ivge 
property,  with  moat  extensive  credit  and  inflaence. 

A  ionurjm  invariably  rides  in  biaptdkee,  attended  by 
several  underling  arkars,  kurkams,  tec.  He,  to  a  oertahi 
degree,  rules  the  office,  entering  it  generally  with  little 
ceremony,  making  a  slight  obeisance,  and  never  putting 
offhis  slippers:  a  privilege  which,  in  the  eyes  of  the  na- 
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tives,  at  once  places  him  on  a  fooLing  of  equality  with  his 
employer.  Under  sooh  a  flystem,  it  was  easy  for  the 
bamiqym  to  effect  the  ruin  of  any  individual ;  while  it  was 
imposaible  for  any  man  in  distress  to  conceal  his  circum- 
stances, so  as  to  obtain  a  loan,  or  to  extend  his  credit. 
Hence,  the  courts  of  law  were  fall  of  causes  in  which 
itamaafiu  were  plaintifi.  Of  late  years,  the  case  has 
greatly  altered ;  for,  if  we  except  a  few  large  concerns, 
such  as  banking-houses,  and  the  principal  merchants, 
who,  baTing  valuable  cargoes  on  hand,  are  each  under  the 
necessity  of  retaining  one  of  this  gang,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  cash  to  make  up  payments,  or  to  ad- 
vance for  investments,  baniayni  are  become  obsolete. 

There  was,  formerly,-  little  opportunity  for  aecnring 
money,  except  on  mortgage,  or  in  the  Company's  treasury. 
Few,  however,  now  think  of  lending  money  at  less  than 
twelve  per  cent,  which  is  the  legal  interest ;  and,  as  the 
Company  never  receive  loans  at  that  rate,  except  when 
pressed  by  exigency;  and  the  great  agency-houses  con- 
tinue to  make  satk  an  immense  profit  as  enables  them  to 
pay  so  high  for  money  accommodation;  the  floating  pro- 
perty belonging  to  individuals,  with  little  exception,  lalls 
into  their  hands.  Thus  there  is  little  occasion  for  ia> 
niaynt ;  whose  former  extensive  influence  is  now  confined 
to  the  above  concerns,  and  to  the  management  of  ele- 
phant, bidlock,  or  other  contracts.  Those  animals  they 
often  buy  of  the  contractor,  either  for  a  specific  sum,  or 
an  annual  contingent;  so  as  entirely  to  exempt  him  from 
die  responsibility  and  the  manageraeitt. 

His  description  of  j)erson8  may  be  classed  with  the  su- 
perior dehat/le*  of  the  Camatic;  and  though  there  cer- 
tainly have  been  found  some  individuals  who  might  fairly 
4:laim  exemptioo  from  the  accusation,  yet,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  present  baniapts,  who  tittach  themselves  to  the 
h2 
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captnins  of  Earopean  ahips,  may,  without  tbe  Ifiut  hazard 
of  controversion,  be  considered  as  nothing  more  or  lew 
than  Rum-Johnnies  of  a  lai^r  growth.  Some  usurp  the 
designation  of  tJeuiaR,whicb  implies  an  extensiTe  ddegated 
power;  that  office,  under  the  emperors  of  Hiodoatan, 
and  eVen  now  in  the  courts  of  Locknow,  Hydrabad,  8cc. 
being  conSdeDtial,  and  never  bestowed  but  on  persons  ia 
high  l«vour. 

The  Darogah,  Gomasktu,  (factor,  or  superintendant.)  it 
an  office  rarely  held  under  Europeans,  though  extremely 
common  in  the  services  of  native  princes,  and  of  men  of 
opulence.  Some  of  our  merchants  appoint  persons  to 
attend  to  their  concerns  in  remote  parts ;  such  as  the  tim- 
ber-dealers in  the  Morungs,  and  the  iron-smelters  in  vari- 
ous parts.  The  contractors  for  elephants,  camels,  bul- 
locks, horses,  &c.  have  also  their  agents  at  the  various 
stations.  In  general,  these  are  common  jtVAart,  who  as- 
sume the  title  of  darogah  by  way  of  pre-eminence,  with- 
out any  authority  from  their  employers,  and  often  without 
their  knowledge.  They,  however,  are  rarely  averse  to 
such  an  assumption;  which,  while  it  gratifies  their  vuiity, 
costs  nothing.  The  darvgahs,  or,  more  properly,  the  tir- 
kan,  frequently  call  themselves  nmhs,  or  deputi^.  This 
seems  a  more  modest  term;  but,  among  the  natives  it  is 
considered  as  equally  consequential ;  especially  when  the 
principal  never  eclipses  the  self-created  deputy,  by  per- 
sonal attendance  to  his  own  affiiira.  Many  of  this  class 
are  considered  as  approaching  to  menials. 

The  Moomhee,  or  linguist,  is  ordinarily  a  teacher  of 
some  language,  particularly  the  Persian  and  Hinduwee, 
though  numbers  are  employed  only  as  interpreters,  or 
scribes.  Learning  is  their  sole  pursuit ;  end,  so  far  as 
that  can  be  attained  in  a  country  where  litUe  is  under- 
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stood  of  philosophy  and  matheoiatics,  some  of  them  make 
coDBtderahle  advances.  But,  in  general,  it  wilt  be  found, 
that  a  few  volnmes  of  tales,  the  lives  of  great  men  who 
hare  either  invaded,  or  ruled,  the  empire,  some  morel 
tracta,  and  the  Koran,  (for  mooiuheea  are  Mooasulmans) 
coDBtitute  the  acquirements  of  this  very  haughty  class  of 
servants.  A  moonakee  is  never  so  well  pleased,  as  when 
the  payment  of  the  domestic  establishment  is  confided  to 
hia  charge.  Here  he  is  sure  to  create  an  iuBueoce  very 
iojarious  to  his  employer's  interests :  Uie  whole  tribe  of 
menials,  considering  him  to  have  full  command  of  the 
whole  concern,  and  viewing  their  master  as  a  mere  cy- 
pher, dread  the  moomfue's  authority,  and  crouch  before 
him  in  the  most  submissive  manner. 

The  baaiaj/n  rarely  receives  wages,  or  any  immediate 
remoneration  for  his  services ;  he  knows  full  well,  that  no 
money  can  pass  the  files  on  his  fingers  without  leaving 
some  dost.  The  darogah  is  sometimes  paid  by  centage 
on  the  quantity  of  goods  he  transmits,  or  oo  the  amount 
of  his  account;  but  the  mooiuhte  is  ever  in  the  receipt 
<^  wages,  which  vary  according  to  his  own  talents  and 
repntation,  or  to  the  rank  of  his  employer.  Perhaps  a 
few  may  be  found  who  receive  more,  but  two  gold  mohurs, 
(equal  to  four  guineas)  per  month,  may  be  taken  as  rather 
a  liberal,  than  an  ordinary,  rate.  Some  receive  no  mbre 
than  eight  or  ten  rupees ;  but,  whatever  the  learning  of 
such  men  may  amount  to,  their  conduct  is  generally  in- 
fluenced by  motives  wide  from  purity.  Many  of  this  class 
were  formerly  seen  attached  to  those  young  o£Scers,  and 
civil  servants^  who  found  an  easy  mode  of  gratifying  their 
ostentation  by  a  display  of  study  which  they  never  rea* 
lized,  and  who  employed  these  pretended  tutors  in  all  the 
drudgery  of  expenditure ;  not  forgetting   those   meaner 
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offices,  which,  while  they  dUgnced  thermelrei,  teveflcd 
all  distinction  between  the  man  of  letters  &nd  the  commoD 
pander. 

The  prirate  habiU  of  tnooasbees,  in  geneial,  by  no  nwuw 
correspond  with  the  respectability  of  their  profession.  At* 
tending  their  employers  only  at  stated  hours,  and  the  reii- 
dae  of  their  time  being  wholly  unoccupied,  it  is  not  tnu- 
prising,  that,  with  liberal  sakiriei,  they  should  rather 
court  pleasure  than  shun  it.  Hence,  with  very  few  »- 
eeptions,  we  find  tbem  debauched  and  aohealthy. 

The  Jumnuidan  are  considered  as  the  most  conSdeotnl 
servants  of  a  person  of  distinction,  and  through  tbem  th» 
liespatches,  aad  consultations  of  the  various  members  of 
the  council,  are  usually  conveyed.  Some  are  retained 
merely  to  superintend  buildings  and  commerciid  opera- 
tions :  bat  such  cannot  be  classed,  strictly  speaking,  with 
those  who  are  merely  state  servants ;  though  the  waget  of 
each  may  he  nearly  on  a  par.  The  jummadar  bears  no 
insignia  of  office,  but,  generally  imitates  the  appearance 
of  a  moons/tee  of  a  respectable  class.  He  may,  however, 
be  often  distinguished  by  the  ornamental  da^er,  worn  in 
his  cummer-band,  or  waist-cloth:  whereas  the  mowuAw 
never  wears  any  weapon  whatever. 

The  Chob-dar,  or  silver-pole  bearer,  is  retained  oiJy  by 
persons  of  consequence  ;  usually  two  are  employed,  uid 
even  four,  in  the  retinue  of  very  exalted  charocfeers. 
The  pole,  (or  chob,)  is  about  four  feet  and  a  half  in 
length,  tapering  gradually,  from  the  metal  ferule  at  tlte 
base,  to  the  top,  which  is  about  four  inches  in  diuneter, 
and  generally  embossed  with  some  flguTe,  such  as  a 
tiger's  head,  See. ;  while  the  rest,  for  the  whole  length,  is 
of  some  pattern,  such  aa  volutes,  scales,  flowers,  8cc. 
The  pole  consists  of  a 'staff,  about  three  quarters  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  spreading  towards  the  top,  ao  as  to  as- 
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iimihte  to  the  fonn  of  the  exterior  cftae.  This  is  of 
solid  wrought  Mfet,  often  weighing  160  rupeee  or  more, 
iato  which,  the  dtaff  being  placed  centricftlly,  ntetted 
rOBiD  18  poured  to  fill  tip  the  iDtennediate  apace  ;  thereby 
rendering  the  whole  mfflcientl;  anbBtantisl,  without  add- 
ing too  much  to  tiie  weight 

The  cMalhdar  it  versed  in  all  the  ceremontea  of  conrt 
eriqnette.  He  standB  at  tbe  inner  door  of  die  audience 
chamber,  announcing  the  approach  of  visiton,  and  eon- 
dnctiDg  tbem  to  the  presence.  The  chob  being  in  itself 
of  some  value,  and  the  office  (Vequently  of  considerable 
trust,  it  is  usual  for  chob-dars  to  give  the  security  of 
creditable  persons  who  vouch  fot-  their  good  conduct. 
Their  average  wages  are  ^m  eight  to  twelve  rupees. 
1%ey  attend  eariy  in  the  morning;  and,  besides  annonnc- 
ing  visHon,  run  b^ore  the  palanquin,  of,  if  there  be  no 
jufftntadar,  by  the  side,  to  receive  orders.  They  likewise 
cany  metn^es,  or  letters,  ob  fbrmtil  oecasimB ;  especially 
to  superiors. 

Oa  these  occasions,  the  rank  of  the  servant  hearing  a 
message,  or  letter,  implies  the  degree  of  respect  which 
the  master  designs  to  express.  So  well  is  this  unde^ 
stood,  that  the  precursors  of  a  great  man  always  arrauge 
Aemselves  on  this  principle  of  gradation.  The  harkanu 
and  pem»  are  the  foremost ;  next  the  toonta^Krdan, 
then  the  thob-dan,  and,  lastly,  ihajummadaT,  who  runs 
by  kbe  side  of  the  palanquin,  unless  when  occasionally 
re[^aced  by  a  ehob-dar,  sod  thai  throughout  In  India, 
the  retinue  always  precede  ttie  employer;  a  custom  little 
suited  to  the  cUmate,  as  appears  by  the  clouds  of  dust 
wbtc&  annoy  the  person  seated  in  the  palanquin. 

In  the  dresses  of  the  jummadar,  and  the  chab-dart, 
there  is  no  characteristic  difference,  though  the  former 
usually  make  their  Jammas,  or  robes,  of  white  calico ; 
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unless  where  colotind  bro«d-clDth  ii  given  Uiem  for 
liveries :  which,  however,  a  not  atoal;  and  they  coonder 
white  as  mora  dignified  (  Dor  &re  they  partial  to  oo> 
loored  turbaos,  or  waistbands. 

The  Soonta-burdar  baars  a  babm  about  tbir^  inches 
long,  generally  curved  at  the  top,  ao  Bf  to  reMmble  aq 
ordinary  bludgeon,  lliese  batooa  ar«  made  of  the  same 
materials  as  the  cAofr,  or  pole ;  but,  while  the  latter  are 
bome,  when  the  bearers  are  proceeding  with  a  palanqain, 
by  a  suitable  balance  near  their  centres^  like  trailed  anna, 
tbe  former  are  held  by  tbeir  lower  extremities;  wbicli, 
unce  they  are  never  rested  on  the  ground,  as  tbe  chobt 
are,  require  no  ferules  j  the  crooked  end  of  the  uonta 
being  carried  over  the  shoulder. 

Sooata-bttrdan  are  frequently  employed  by  parsons  in 
a  second  or  third  rate  of  office,  or  opulence,  where  no 
jummadary  or  chch-dary  is  kept  Tbe  pay  of  these  wta- 
vants  varies  from  six  to  ten  rupees  monthly :  the  drew 
differs  from  that  of  the  superior  class ;  being  generally 
jionfined  to  a  much  shorter  jonuna,  reaching  only  to  the 
koees,  or  just  below  them,  and  they  have  less  objection 
to  coloured  turbans,  hjo. 

The  Khantanum  may  be  classed  with  the  house^teward 
and  butler;  for  in  him  both  offices  unite;  and  in  hi* 
dress,  be  generally  imitates  the  Jummadar,  oi  chob-dar. 
Those  who  have  rarely  seen  a  table  set  out  in  India,  may 
wonder  at  the  elegance  and  perfection  displayed ;  espe- 
cially when  it  is  considered,  that  those  concerned  in  ths 
preparation  of  the  viands,  would,  on  no  account,  taste 
them  during  the  course  of  preparation,  any  more  than 
when  returned  from  the  table.  The  wages  of  the  ibAoiu 
tamdn  are  supposed  to  correspond  with  his  talents  and 
tbe  rank  of  his  employer;  though  in  a  few  iostances, 
epicures,  of  very  modAvte  income,  have  retained  khaiua-   ■ 
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wtatu  at  veiy  ezotbitant  ntes.  From  twelre  to  fifteen 
rupeeB  per  monUi,  may  be  takea  for  a  common  standard ; 
from  fifteen  to  twenty,  in  families  of  rank  or  opulence ; 
and  from  twenty  to  forty  among  the  first  circle.  A  few 
eaaes  might  be  adduced  where  not  less  than  a  hundred 
n^€a  have  been  given;  a  sum  corresponding  with  £150. 
per  annum  of  British  currency. 

The  Sirkar  is  a  servant  whose  whole  study  is  to  htodle 
money,  whether  receivable  or  payable ;  to  confose  ac- 
coonts,  when  adverse  to  his  views;  or  to  render  them 
most  expressively  intelligible,  when  suitable  to  his  pur- 
pose. These  are  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  the  Madras 
debatha.  As  peotit  and  hurkarus  rise  to  be  chob'dan, 
and  jummadan,  and  as  khidtmitgars  succeed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  khaniamata,  so  may  lirkan  in  time  become 
bamaym,  daeaiu,  dan^aht,  gomtutalu,  Bcc.  Many  of 
them,  even  set  up  as  shroffs,  or  bankers,  and  establish  a 
very  extensive  credit.  There  are  sWkan  of  all  ages,  from 
twelve,  to  sixty,  or  seventy. 

Nothing  can  more  forcibly  expose  the  diaracteristic 
traits  of  tirkars,  than  their  usual  tender  of  services  to 
young  men,  under  the  declaration  that  they  seek  no  pay, 
or  remuneration  in  any  form,  beyond  the  pleasure  of  laying 
out  their  master's  money  to  the  best  advantage.  It 
should  be  noticed,  that,  on  account  of  the  immense 
variety  of  coins  current  in  India,  it  is  cuHtomary,  when 
receiving  a  laige  sum,  to  employ  an  examiner,  called  a 
podar ;  who,  having  acquired  an  accurate  skill  in  die 
valuation  of  these  coins,  at  once  decides  upon  the  cor. 
rectness  of  a  payment.  The  precision,  quickness,  and 
touch  of  these  persons  are  beyond  description.  It  is 
•ai^i  that  many  of  them  can,  even  in  the  dark,  distin- 
gnisb  between  several  kinds  of  money,  whose  size  and 
weight  are  nearly  similar.     Besides,  even  coins  of  the 
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aanie  value,  and  from  the  satufl  mint,  difl«r  greatly  in 
both  particularB ;  sotm  being  brosd  and  flat,  like  a  shtl- 
ting,  tboagh  not  defaced ;  while  others  are  more  dumpy, 
and,  though  of  purer  metal,  not  so  ^KHiderous. 

Matty  of  tbe  arkeri,  espeoidly  of  lata  years,  unite  tiie 
office  of  podar  with  their  own.  This,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed, would  enable  them  to  secure  their  employer  from 
lose,  but  it  is  rather  made  the  means  of  injuring  both  bis 
pocket  and  his  credit,  by  passing  inferior  money  at  as 
nojust  value  into  his  chest,  and  issuing  it  at  a  fen  rate,  if 
to  a  native  colleague ;  but,  if  to  an  European,  then  at  a 
AtgAn-  v^uti  ;  the  sirkan  of  each  joining  in  the  device  : 
when  circumstances  fit,  this  operation  is  reversed.  Here 
it  may  be  objected—"  If  the  master  knew  the  rate  at 
which  the  money  was  paid  to  hiu,  how  happens  it,  that, 
after  entering  it  in  His  books,  he  allows  it  to  be  pMd  away 
fit  a  difierent,  or,  at  least,  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  at 
whidi  it  was  received  P" 

This  query,  though  sufficient  to  staler  any  other  per. 
son,  would  not  prove  in  the  smallest  degree  difficult  of 
solution  to  a  arhar.  He  immediately  tells  bis  master, 
that  the  hatta,  1. 1.  the  exchange,  is  altered,  and,  in  say- 
ing this,  he  may  have  truth  on  his  side,  from  the  fluc- 
tuations that  take  place  in  ell  coins,  whether  gold,  silver, 
or  copper,  and  which  are  so  freqnent,  that  no  general 
rales  can  apply  for  any  ^ven  long  period,  "niis  fluctua- 
tion in  tiie  price  of  money  is  managed  by  the  ikroffs,  or 
native  bankers ;  who  invariably,  except  on  particular 
holidt^s,  meet  towards  midnight,  compare  accounts,  and 
settle  tile  value  of  tnoney  for  the  succeeding  day.  Notice 
is  then  privately  crrcniated ;  and,  thronghont  the  great 
town  of  Calcutta,  covering  perhaps  three  thousand  acres, 
and  well  peopled,  the  whole  of  the  parties  concerned,  nay, 
even  the  ordinary  rettdl  shopkeepers,  are  apprized  of  the 
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alteration.  SoinetimeB  the  exduoige  is  allowed  to  remain 
at~the  same  rate  for  a  few  days  in  succession :  this  rarelj' 
takes  place,  except  when  a'  particnlar  currescy,  sayBiWer, 
is  to  be  bought  up  at  a  low  rate,  to  be  sold  again  when 
Uie  rate  has  been  raised  for  that  purpose.  Soon  as  either 
puqpose  is  accomplished,  Ute  exchange  alters  by  the  same 
invisible  means. 

The  number  of  pice  in  a  n^Me  cdnsdtutes  its  value ;  as 
tin  numbar  of  mpeet  and  antuu  do  that  of  a  gold  mohur  ; 
whtcll,  if  mca,  from  the  Calcutta  mint,  ought  invaiiably 
to  pass  at  sixteen  rupees.  But  the  regulations  of  govern- 
ment have  too  often  been  openly  &nd  daringly  disobeyed. 
Thus  at  <mfl  time  the  whole  of  the  silver  currency  disEip- 
petired ;  Hie  thvffs  and  arkan  had  bought  it  up ;  so  tliat 
persons  in  business  were  induced  to  ofier  premiams  for 
silver;  without  which,  mercantile  concerns  could  not 
proceed.  It  is,  indeed,  well  known,  that,  for  several 
months,  the  troops  at  the  presidency  were  paid  in  gold, 
issued  to  them  at  par ;  but  which,  owing  to  the  infamous 
combiBKti(As  above  described,  would  not  pass  in  any  part' 
of  the  market,  unless  a  deduction  of  one-eighth  vras' 
allowed.  Sirhtrs  contrive  to  defi^ud  all  parties  with 
whom  their  masters  have  concerns ;  thereby  disgracing 
them  on  many  occasions,  especially  in  payment  of  card- 
debts,  which  are  soon  distingnisfaed  by  this  Jrgvs  race. 

Besides  the  advantages  thus  made,  the  sirkan  derive  a- 
very  considerable  emolument  from  purchases  of  every 
deiKriptioa  made  in  the  maricets.  Whenever  an  Euro- 
pean, even  in  person,  buys  goods  of  a  native,  his  servants 
have,  from  time  immemorial,  a  claim  on  the'  vendor  of 
half  an  anna  in  every  rupee  the  latter  receives.  This, 
which  is  called  dustnoree,  or  a  cnstomary  gift,  being  a 
thirty-«econd  of  the  disbursement,  amounts  to  no  less 
than  3j  per  cent. :  it  may  therefbre  be  imagined  what  im- 
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menie  smns  these  tirkart  must  gain,  when  serving  gentle- 
nen  who  bare  Isrge  establiahmentB :  for  even  from  the 
very  domestics  does  the  lirkar  claim  the  above  gratuity, 
when  paying  their  wages. 

Military  persona  have  little  ocoasioo  for  such  servants ; 
therefore,  unless  in  eligible  circumstancea,  and  of  a  very 
liberal  disposition,  a  arkar  wilt  not  think  it  worth  bis 
while  to  serve  an  officer  on  a  small  salary ;  but  it  is  quite 
different  with  a  young  civilian.  Those  lirkan  who  are 
employed  by  merchants,  or  manufacturers,  derive  ^e  ad 
vant^es  attendant  on  the  foregoing  transactions,  in  a  less 
degree  than  when  serving  other  individuals ;  but  they 
gradually  acquirelai^e  property,  and  are  often  placed  ia 
situations  of  great  trust ;  such  as  darogalu  and  gomaUah: 
Iq  such  establisbmente  they  are,  for  the  major  part,  rela< 
tives  to  the  baniaj/H,  who  assists  with  his  purse  on  emfr 
gency ;  therefore,  though  they  may  feel  the  necessity  of 
paying,  attention  to  their  ostensible  employer,  they  pay 
their  court,  under  the  rose,  chiefiy  to  the  former.  Hie 
rates  of  wages  are,  in  this  branch,  progressive  ;  some  re- 
ceiving a  bare  livelihood,  such  as  from  five  to  eight  rupees 
monthly;  while  those  of  longer  standing,  or  who  are 
more  in  favour  with  the  baniayn,  sometimes  receive  from 
fifteen  to  thirty. 

The  dress  of  lirUan  a  extremely  simple :  their  heads 
are  shaved,  excepting  one  lock,  about  two  inches  in  dia- 
meter at  the  base,  which  is  held  sacred,  and  tied  in  a  loose 
bow-knot.  The  turban  is  white,  of  fine  muslin,  wrapped 
perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  times  round  the  head,  leaving  the 
crown  nearly  bare,  and  the  lock  of  hair  protruding.  Round 
the  waist  a  piece  of  cloth  is  passed,  so  as  to  allow  fre^ 
dom  of  motion ;  then  tucked  in,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and 
one  skirt,  passing  between  the  thighs,  is,  in  like  manner, 
secured  behind.    Unless  in  cold  weather,  the  body  and 
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arras  are  entirely  bare;  in  moderate  Beasons,  they  are 
covered  with  a  cloth  sewed  into  two  breadths,  and  thrown 
orer  the  shoulders :  a  chintz  quilt  ia  likewise  occasionally 
worn. 

For  the  convenieace  of  keeping  accounts,  and  making 
payments,  one  ririar  is  allowed  by  the  Company  to  each 
battalion  of  sepoys.  It  is  aurpriaii^  how  these  men, 
whose  legal  receipts  amount,  at  most,  to  only  twenty  ru- 
pees monthly,  accumulate  property.  Much  money,  in- 
deed, goes  through  their  bands,  and,  as  before  observed, 
every  linger  \a  a  file  which  takes  off  a  trifie  en  paiumt. 
ThiA  cIms  of  eervuits  rarely  associate  with  the  others,  as 
they  form  a  separate  tribe  of  Hindoos,  whose  time  is  de- 
voted to  the  sole  object  of  making  money.  They  gene- 
rally read  English  well  enough  to  know  the  contents  of  a 
bill ;  but,  in  giving  receipts,  usually  sign  their  names  in 
the  Bengallee  character.  Few  of  them  undertake  to  write 
English  accounts ;  but,  in  their  own  way,  which  appeus 
to  OS  prolix,  they  are  extremely  regular.  The  superiors 
seldom  touch  a  pen,  leaving  that  office  to  confidential  ser- 
vants, and  employing  the  less  expert  as  collecting  clerks. 
These  are  eminently  punctual,  as  most  young  debtors 
throughout  the  East  must  acknowledge.  It  is  a  peculiar 
cucumstance,  that  scarcely  an  instance  has  been  kaown 
of  a  sirkar  absconding  with  the  money  entrusted  to  bim  i 
from  this,  however,  the  tide  waiters  must  be  exempted, 
who  are  by  no  means  scrupulous ;  though  they  prefer  ex- 
tracting the  money  from  the  novice^s  pocket,  by  means  of 
extortion  and  fraudulent  accounts. 

Considering  him  as  being  at  least  attached  to,  if  not  of 
the  very  same  species  as  the  tirkar,  I  shall  give  a  short 
description  of  the  Podaf,  of  whom  mention  has  already 
been  made.  He  is  not  always  an  attendant  at  an  office, 
though;  in  great  concerns,  his  presence  is  indispensable. 
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He  either  iteoeivea  from  four  to  tea  rupees  per  month,  or 
IB  p«id,  by  a  very  sidkII  per  oentage,  for  whatever  money 
he  examioeB.  We  oflen  admire  the  dexterity  of  oai 
money-tellers;  but  the  podar,  who  couats  by  fours,  (i.e^ 
guadais.)  finishes  the  detail  of  a  thoosaiul  in  so  ihoit  a 
tine,  as  would  caHse  even  those  to  stare  with  astonisb- 
ment.  It  is  only  mixed  money  that  is  counted,  when 
large  sums  are  passing ;  most  payments  are  first  sorted, 
when,  the  several  kinds  of  rupees  being  made  into  par- 
cels, are  weighed,  fifty  at  a  time :  in  this  manner,  a  lac 
(f.  A.  100,000)  may  be  speedily  ascertained  ;  each  parcel 
of  fifty  being  kept  separate,  till  a  certain  number  is  com- 
pleted :  when  the  whole  are  accounted,  and  removed  into 
bags,  to  make  way  for  further  operations.  Here  it  may 
be  proper  to  remark,  that  no  lirkar  will  take  change  of 
money  when  his  employer  keeps  the  key;  nor  is  it,  on  the 
other  band,  customary^  for  the  sifkar  to  have  the  entire 
charge.  So  many  tricks  have  been  played  by  changing 
the  coin,  that  it  is  now  a  generiil  rule  for  'every  treasure- 
cheat  to  have  two  large  padlocks,  of  different  construc- 
tion ;  the  sirkar,  or  tutseel-dar,  (eaihJceeper,)  receiving  one 
key,  and  the  master  retaining  the  other.  Tbia  prevents 
aggression  on  either  part,  but  is  by  no  means  pleasing-to 
the  hama^m,  thongh  they  afiect  to  be  highly  satisfied, 
beoaase  a  command  of  specie  will  often  enable  them  to 
make  very  advantageous  purchases  in  Company's  paper; 
but  such  a  precaution  inevitably  debars  their  access  to 
the  master^B  cash. 

The  Kranee,  or  clerk,  may  be  either  a  native  Arme- 
nian, a  native  Portuguese,  or  a  Bengallee;  the  former  not 
very  common ;  the  second  more  numerous ;  but  die  third 
to  be  seen  every  where.  It  is  curious  to  observe  bow  wdl 
many  of  the  latter  can  write,  without  understanding  a 
word  of  what  is  written.     Th^  have  a  steady  hand,  a 
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keen  eye,  and  an  admirable  readiness  in  caating  up  acw 
counts.  Thoae  who  are  habituated  to  our  mode  of  book- 
keeping, consider  it  greatly  superior  to  their  own ;  but  it 
is  not  Tery  easy  to  make  them  understand  it.  The  muIU- 
plici^  of  fractions,  in  consequence  of  the  perpetual  fluc- 
tHati<m  in  their  currency,  accustoms  them  to  the  most 
correct  calculations.  The  rates  of  wages  vary  according 
to  the  abilities  of  individuals.  Thus,  a  olever  kranee  in  a 
public  office,  such  as  Uie  auditor  general's,  or  the  pay- 
master general's,  or  the  assay  and  mint,  receives  &om 
forty  to  a  hundred  rupees  monthly,  while,  in  mercantile 
houses,  they  rarely  receive  more  than  thirty,  generally, 
indeed,  from  ten  to  twenty.  Many  are  glad  to  aerve 
gratia,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  an  introduction  to  that 
line  of  employment;  as  well  as  to  perfect  themselves  in 
bookkeeping,  and  in  a  proper  style  of  correspondence^' 
The  use  they  make  of  English  words  is  often  highly  di- 
verting: they  study  synonymes  very  industriously;  por- 
ing over  Johnson's  dictionary,  and  carefully  selecting 
snch  terms,  as  appear  to  them  least  in  use;  thinking  that 
such  must,  of  course,  make  finer  languager 

The  dress  of  a  Bengallee  kranee  is  exactly  the  same  as 
that  of  a  lirkar,  of  which  tribe  he  may  be  considered  a 
rdative.  The  Portuguese  kraneet  assume  the  British 
dieas;  hot  the  Armenian  invariably  retain  that  of  their 
own  oonntry,  which  is  truly  becoming.  They  shave  their 
heads,  and  wear  black  velvet  bonnets,  in  form  not  unlike 
a  mitre.  Their  vests  are  of  white  linen,  reaching  down  to 
the  knees,  so  as  not  to  conceal  the  koee-bands  of  their 
aBaall'«lothes.  Their  coats,  or  tunics,  are  usually 
of  coloured  silk,  for  the  most  part  purple,  lilac,  crimson, 
or  brown,  and  flow  loosely  rather  below  their  vests ;  the 
sleeves  are  loose,  and  there  is  no  collar.  They  use  also 
stockings  and  shoes;  and,  when  within  doors,  lay  aside 
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their  black  boDneta,  wearing  id  their  stead  white  skull- 
caps, round  like  a  small  bowl,  and  often  neatly  tamboored 
with  coloured  silks.  They  hare  pockets  in  their  vests, 
and  in  their  small-clothes:  some  wear  girdles  under  their 
tunics;  and  some  silken  sashes. 

Having  disposed  of  those  who  pride  themselves  as  ap- 
pertaining to  the  nuokur,  it  remains  to  detail  the  services, 
Sic.  of  such  as  come'  under  the  general  designation  of 
chakur. 

The  K/iidmutgary  or,  as  he  is  often  termed,  the  kitmut' 
gar,  is,  with  very  few  exceptions,  a  Mooasulman.  He  pre- 
pares all  the  apparatus,  and  waits  at  table.  For  this  pur- 
pose,  he  repairs  to  the  house  of  bia  employer  shortly  after 
daybreak  j  when,  after  seeing  that  the  breakfast  apart- 
ment has  been  swept,  and  that  the  bearers  have  put  on  a 
kettle,  be  lays  the  cloth,  with  email  plates,  knives,  forks, 
spoons.  Sic.  together  with  bread,  butter,  sweetmeats,  fSlc. 
but  reserving  all  the  tea-things  for  a  aide-table ;  at  which, 
if  there  be  im>  khamaman,  he  officiates,  making  the  tea, 
coffee,  chocolate,  cocoa,  or  whatever  is  ordered.  Where 
there  is  an  European  lady  in  the  family,  she  may  perhaps 
have  the  cups,  Elc.  set  upon  the  breakfast-table;  but,  on 
account  of  the  bteam  arising  from  the  various  prepara- 
tions, this  cnatom  ia  by  no  means  general ;  and  often,  after 
awhile,  it  is  relinquiabed  in  favour  of  the  bachelor's  mode, 
which  is,  in  every  respect,  the  most  comfortable. 

Every  gentleman  must  have  one  kiudmutgar;  but  the  buu 
jority  keep  two,  or  even  more  ;  not  only  adding  thereby 
to  their  own  expense,  but  considerably  incommoding  every 
party  in  which  they  may  dine.  Ab  every  gentleman,  when 
at  table,  is  attended  by  his  own  servants,  it  may  easily  be 
conceived,  that  where  two  or  more  are  posted  behind  each 
guest,  a  living  enclosure  is  formed,  tending  by  its  exhala- 
tions, added  to  those  from  their  masters,  and  from  tha 
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Ttuida,  to  banish  comfort,,  and  to  render  all  artificial 
meana  of  cooling  the  apartment  oseless.  Hence  it  is 
usual,  at  all  public  entertainments,  to  admit  but  one  ser- 
vant for  each  person  invited:  on  some  occasions  a  better' 
plan  ia  adopted,  namely,  that  of  employing  only  as  many 
servants  as  may  be  deemed  absolutely  necessary.  Geo- 
tlemen  fixed  at  Calcutta,  or  at  any  other  place,  as  resi- 
dents,  caaae  platea,  knives,  forks,  spoons,  napkins  and 
glasses  to  be  laid  for  the  whole  company;  but  at  all  mili- 
tary stations,  each  guest  sends  his  servant  with  two  plates, 
a  soup  plate,  a  small  plate  for  bones.  Sec.  a  tumbler,  a 
long  glass  for  claret,  and  a  smaller  For^Madeira,  a  table 
spoon,  a  dessert  spoon,  perhaps  also  a  marrow  spoon,  two 
or  three  knives  and  forks,  and  a  napkin :  these  are  usually 
taken  to  the  rendezvous  by  one  of  his  khidmutgarM,  who 
accompanies  the  ab^ar;  the  latter  causing  a  bearer  with 
a  bangif,  or  sling,  to  carry  the  apparatus  for  cooling 
water.  However  luxurious  the  latter  custom  may  seem, 
yet  there  is  none  more  gratifying,  or  conducive  to  health. 
A  glass  of  cold  water  is  at  times  invaluable. 

When  seated  at  table,  the  khidmutgar  stands  behind 
his  master  to  change  his  plates,  &c.  which  are  cleaned  by 
servants  without ;  and,  either  to  keep  him  cool  by  means 
of  a  small  hand-fan,  made  of  palm-tree ;  or  to  drive  away 
the  flies  with  a  whisk,  called  a  ckotery,  made  of  the  hair 
from  a  wild  ox's  tail,  or  of  peacocks'  feathers,  or  of  the 
roots  of  grass,  called  kusi-kusi,  &c.  Often,  however,  these 
offices  are  left  to  a  bearer,  who  likewise  stands  behind 
his  master's  chair  for  that  purpose.  Afler  dinner  the 
kkidmatgars  retire  to  their  own  homes,  and,  about  sun- 
set, attend  their  respective  masters,  if  they  have  remain- 
ed; but  should  they  sup  where  they  dined,  as  is  cos- 
tomary  where  suppers  are  laid,  the  attendance  is  repeated, 
the  same  as  at  dinner-Ume ;  after  which  the  khidmutgars 
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go  to  tfieir  respectiTe  houfles  .without  ceremony.  The  pay 
of  this  menisl  varies  from  five,  to  perhaps  tea,  rupees 
monthly;  but  the  generality  receive  from  six  to  eight. 
Much  depends  on  the  rank  of  the  employer,  and  whether 
the  kfiidmutgar  is  ever  expected  to  officiate  ae  kkansttman, 
such  is,  indeed,  the  case  with  the  families  of  single  gea- 
tlemeo,  not  in  posseBsion  of  large  receipts ;  bat  the  offi- 
ciating kkidmvtgar  \i  honoured,  almost  invariably,  by 
all  the  other  servants,  with  the  title  of  khatuamaa. 

Nor  is  such  distinction  always  ill-bestowed ;  many  of 
those  who  serve  under  genUemen  of  a  liberal  disposition, 
and  who  take  pleasure  in  keepii^  a  good  table,  may  be 
fairly  compared  with,  at  least,  half  the  servants  actually 
entitled  to  that  designation,  as  to  all  the  knowledge 
requisite  to  support  its  character.  Few,  however,  of 
those  who  become  thus  capable  of  managing  all  that  ap- 
pertains to  domestic  economy,  refrain  from  making  at- 
tempts to  enter  the  superior  circle.  Nor  are  there  want- 
ing persons  ready  to  seduce  such  good  servants  from  the 
employ  of  their  acquaintances.  Abbot  forty  years  «nce, 
when  it  was  the  foshion  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  wear 
the  hair  fall  dressed,  a  good  peruquier  was  an  indispens- 
able part  of  the  establiahment.  The  great  difficulty  of 
procuring  persons  properly  qualified,  induced  several 
gentlemen  to  have  lads  instructed  under  those  who  were 
known  to  be  expert.  This  often  cost  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred  rupees  (ten  or  twelve  guineas)  ;  but,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  pupils  had  no  sooner  learned  the  business, 
than  offers  were  made  clandestinely  from  other  quarters, 
sometimes  by  intimate  friends  of  their  master,  when 
some  little  disagreement  was  contrived  so  as  to  give  pre- 
text for  quitting  their  service. 

Khidmutgars  are,  with  few  exceptions,  the  sons  of 
(tyoj  da^et,  &c.   in  the  service   of  European,   or   native 
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ladies.  Their  first  iQfroduclion  to  fhe  table  comm'only 
tslceB  place  at  eight,  or  nine,  years  of  age ;  when  they 
are  usually  smart,  intelligent,  and  welt-featured.  '  At  first 
they  attend  only  at  the  house  of  their  employers ;  receiv- 
ing no  wages,  or  barely  aufficieiit  for  clothing ;  by  de- 
grees they  become  useful,  and  are  allowed  to  attend  him 
abroad.  Thrir  dresses  are  generally  of  the  same  form ; 
bat  the  quality  of  the  doth,  the  length  of  the  skirts,  end 
sleeves,  and  the  trimmings,  are  matters  of  great  conse- 
quence in  the  eyes  of  this  vain  tribe.  All  endeavour  to 
obtain  turbans  and  cummer-bunds  (i.  «.  waist-cloths)  of 
the  same  colour,  and  are  not  the  less  pleased  if  a  tassel 
of  silver  fringe  be  added  to  the  outer  end  of  the  former. 
They  wear  a  eooriaht  or  vest,  reaching,  at  least,  to  the 
knees.  Daring  the  hot  season  this  is  made  of  white 
calico,  or  of  chintz;  but,  in  the  winter,  one  of  perpet,  or 
other  woollen  of  European  manufacture,  is  deemed  more 
respectable.  The  long  drawers  are  white,  or  of  striped 
gingham. 

t\i.KMu3huulchee,  or  flambeau-bearer,  may  be  considered . 
as  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  KfudmtUgar.  This 
lad  should  be  agile,  and  attentive ;  having  to  run  for 
miles  as  fast  as  the  ordinary  rate  of  a  carriage.  He  will 
find  abundance  of  work  in  cleaning  boots,  shoes,  knives, 
dishes.  Sic.  togedier  with  numerous  et  cetera;  and  the 
many  valuable  articles  in  glass-ware  and  crockery,  given 
to  his  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  being  washed,  require 
his  diligent  care.  While  a  lad  remaina.a  mwhuukhee,  he 
may  acquire  much  experience,  as  to  the  duties  of  a  klad- 
matgar.  Some,  indeed,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  service  of 
inferior  persons,  acting  in  both  capacities,  and  carrying 
the  nmbrella ;  which  is  properly  the  duty  of  a  bearer :  , 
bat,  where  the  musHuulchee  performs  the  kfadmutgar't 
duties,  bearers  are  rarely  kept.    Few  muthuukkees  arc  aU 
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lowed  more  than  tire  rupees  monthly,  and  for  this  tlie;  - 
supply  the  fl&mbe&ux  and  oil,  where  such  are  used.  The 
usual  pay  is  about  four  rupees;  the  master,  as  is  now 
the  general  custom,  using  a  lantern  instead  of  a  miukaul, 
(or  flambeau,)  and  supplying  eods  of  wax  candles,  or 
whole  tallow  candles  for  that  purpose.  Many  of  this 
description  of  servants  begin  as  coolies,  or  labourers,  and 
gradually  improve,  so  as  to  be  admitted  into  the  service 
of  non-conunissioned  officers,  Ecc. ;  whence  they  remove 
into  the  employ  of  gentlemen.  A  few  come  from  the 
sepoy  regiments,  in  which  they  have  served  as  goorgaht, 
or  fags,  to  some  native  officer,  &c. ;  hut,  the  generality 
of  our  sepoys  are  Hindoos,  to  whom  various  domestic 
operations  occurring  in  the  families  of  Europeans  are  ob- 
noxious, on  account  of  the  nature  of  many  aliments  in 
use  among  us.  The  muihwul,  or  flambeau,  consists  of  old 
rags,  wrapped  very  closely  round  a  small  stick,  about 
two  feet  long,  and  two  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter; 
to  this  an  iron  ring  is  fitted,  so  as  to  confine  the  fire 
within  about  an  inch  at  the  tip.  Being  refreshed,  from 
time  to  time,  with  oil  extracted  from  the  sesamnm,  it 
boms  with  great  fierceness,  and  as  the  cloth  consumes, 
the  ring  is  brought  back,  by  means  of  an  old  fork, 
thereby  renovating  the  flame.  The  oil  is  either  carried 
in  a  glass  bottle,  to  the  embouchure  of  which  a  reed  is 
fitted,  to  prevent  spilling ;  or  it  is  contained  in  a  brass 
vessel,  holding  nearly  a  quart  It  is  made  expressly  for 
the  purnose,  and  thence  called  a  tale  daunny,  (t.  e.  oil- 
pot). 

The  dress  of  a  muihuulchee  consists  of  a  tarban,  gener- 
ally coloured;  a  short  pair  of  drawers,  reaching  half-way 
down  the  thigh,  nearly  the  same  as  the  janghteahs  of  the 
native  soldiery;   and  a  cloth  wrapped  round  the  waist. 
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But  if  he  TCftita  at  table,  he  inaitateB  the  dress  of  tho  khid- 
fiaitgar,  so  far  as  his  pocket  may  allow.  Feraoas  of  dis- 
tinction, among  both  Europeans  and  natives,  cause  their 
trauhuulcheei  to  cany  what  are  called  branch-lights.  These 
consist  of  a  semicircular  frame  of  iron,  supported  on  a 
centre  stem,  to  which  the  side  ribs  join ;  upou  the  cir. 
cumference  are  five  or  seven  spikes,  on  each  of  which  a 
small  muthuul  is  stuck.  When  they  are  all  lighted,  and 
raised  above  the  head,  by  means  of  the  stem,  they  make 
a  great  show.  Two,  or  perhaps  three  branch-lights, 
may  be  seen  borne  before  a  great  personage.  Two  or 
more  ordinary  muskuuU,  or  lanterns,  are  also  carried  near 
the  palanquin,  to  prevent  the  bearers  from  stumbling. 

The  next  opon  our  list  is  the  HookuUJniTdar,  or  pre- 
parer of  the  pipe ;  a  domestic  of  great  consequence  with 
those  gentlemen  who  give  themselves  up,  almost  wholly, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  smoking.  Some  begin  before  they 
have  half  breakfasted ;  and  smoke,  with  little  intermis- 
sion till  they  retire  to  rest;  nor  is  there  any  custom 
which  becomes  so  habitual.  To  so  great  an  extreme, 
indeed,  is  it  carried,  that  there  has  been  more  than  one 
instance  of  two  hookulLburdars  being  retained;  one  for 
the  day,  the  other  for  the  night.  The  wages  are,  in  most 
services,  from  ten,  to  fifteen  rupees  per  month  ;  occasion- 
ally less,  but  rarely  exceeding;  unless  excessive  parti- 
ality for  his  pipe  should  induce  a  gentleman  to  give  more, 
under  the  common  error  of  expecting  satisfaction  in  pro- 
portion to  the  disbursement.  To  such  an  excess  has 
this  opinion  prevailed,  that  I  have  beard  of  no  less 
than  one  hundred  rupees  per  month  having  been  given 
to  a  hookuU  burdar.  In  some  instances  he  contracts  for 
the  whole  expense,  receiving  such  a  sum  as  may,  be- 
udes  bis  wages,  include  tobacco,  goals,  (or  fire-balls,) 
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and  chitlum,  (or  sockets  for'  receiving  the  towah,  or  tile,) 
on  whicl)  the  prepared  tobacco  is  applied.  Some  eveo 
proride  fhe  stufkei,  or  pliable  condactors. 

With  respect  to  the  tobacco  used  for  smokiag,  few  are 
to  be  found  of  the  Bame  opinion :  and  that  opinion  proba- 
bly fojrmed  under  the  grossest  deception.  The  HtUe  vil- 
lage of  Bilaafa,  in  the  Muharutta  country,  has  been  long 
celebrated,  and  not  without  reason,  for  the  fiagrance  of 
the  tobacco  tl^ere  cultivated.  Bnt  the  quantify  sold  an- 
nually throughout  Bengal,  where  it  produces  from  thirty 
to  sixty,  and  even  eighty  rupees  per  maund,  (if  ascertained 
t9  be  genuine,)  is  known  to  exceed  full  an  hundred  fold 
the  amount^  of  aqy  crop  ever  raised  at  Bilsah.  The  snb- 
atitutea  areyuious,  bqt  one  kind,  raised  in  the  BtUKfet- 
cutfd  district,  supplies  the  greater  porUon ;  many,  indeed, 
are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  inferior.  May  not  its  excel- 
let^  be  owing  to  the  practice,  common  in  that  quarter,  of 
sprinkling  the  plants  at  harvest  time  with  a,  solution  of 
niolassps  1  We  know  that  many  fruits,  for  instance,  the 
raypbeiry,  yield  but  little  of  their  flavour,  until  excited  by 
the  saccharine  acid.  That  very  cheap  tobacco,  the  Cug- 
gareah,  which  ordinarily  sells  for  about  four  rupees  pet 
mawd,  (of  82  lb.)  has  been  rendered  so  mellow,  and  so 
fn^graqt,  by  being  worked  up  with  molasses,  and  kept  in 
cloj^e  vessels  for  som^  ponthsj  as  absolutdy  to  be  admired 
even  by  persons  who  prided  themselveg  on  never  smoking 
any  bi^t  the  true  Bilsafa- 

The  usual  mode  of  preparing  tobacco  for  the  hoolfuU,  is 
by  first  chopping  it  very  small ;  then,  adding  ripe  plan- 
tains, i;ir  apples,  mola^s^,  or  raw.  sugar,  together  with 
Boqae  cinnamon,  and  other  aro.ma^cs  i  l^^ping  the  bij^bs, 
which  resembles  ai^  ^l^ctua^y,  in  cloSje  vessels.  When 
abou^  to  be  ufed,  ii  is.  c^aio  worked  up  well;  adding  a 
Uttle  tincture  of  musk,  or  a  few  grains  of  that  perfume. 
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or  else  pouring  a  solution  of  it,  or  a  little  rose  water, 
down  the  siutke,  at  the  moment  the  hookull  \b  introduced. 
In  either  case,  the  fragrance  of  the  tobacco  is  effectaally 
BUpeneded ;  giving  ample  scope  for  the  hookull-huTdaT  to 
serve  up  rank,  mundangus,  (as  bad  tobacco  ia  termed,)  in 
lien  of  the  supposed,  or  perhaps  the  real,  BUsah. 

The  hooktUUntrdar  rarely  ^Is  to  smoke  his  master^i 
best  tobacco ;  which,  however  highly  perfumed,  will 
rarely  be  strong  enough  for  his  gratification'  The  defici- 
ency is  Bopplied  by  the  admixture  of  i<uig;  a  preparation 
from  the  leaves  of  the  ganjahf  or  hemp,  (the  cannabit  tati- 
ma.)  and  is  extremely  intoxioating'  Hie  leaves  of  that 
plant,  wheal  triturated  with  water,  compose  a  drink  of  the 
same  tendency,  known  by  the  name  of  aubzy,  (i.  e,  green,) 
which  is  a  constant  beverage  among  the  more  luxurioas, 
who  rarely  fail,  towards  Qight>fall,  to  take  an  ample  doae, 
of  either  bang,  subzy,  or  majoom .  the  latter  being  sweet- 
meats impregnated  with  a  decoction  of  the  gatyah,  or 
hemp  [dant,  much  used  by  all  debauchaea,  and  too  ofien 
admitted  within  the  sacred  area  of  the  zaianah,  (or  haram.) 
The  nae  of  any  preparations  of  the  ganjah,  or  hemp  plant, 
is  attended  with  much  opprobrium.  Like  most  intoxicat- 
ing drugs  and  spirits,  they,  in  the  first  instance,  excite  to 
gaiety,  but  ultimately  leave  their  victim  in  the  most  de- 
plorable state  of  stupefaction;  the  recovery  from  which 
is  attended  with  dreadfal  head-ache,  irritation  of  spirits, 
and  hypochondria.  Some  hoohUUmrdars  indulge  freely 
in  the  nse  of  mask,  which  never  fiuls,  after  a  while,  -to 
produce  considerable  derangement  of  the  nerves;  and, 
not  uofrequentiy,  that  complete  debility  which  is  ever  at- 
tended with  the  greatest  depression. 

A  very  common  species  of  debauchery,  in  which  I  have 
known  only  one  or  two  gentlemen  to  indulge,  is  the  incor- 
poration of  opium  with  the  prepared  tobacco,  previous  to 
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iu  being  spread  upon  the  tmoah ;  a  cnstom  bo  repiigDftDt 
to  discretion,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  animadvcraioB, 
the  folly  being  usually  of  very  short  duration,  and,  inter- 
mediately, attended  with  the  most  abject  degradation. 
Many  native  princes,  wbo  have  been  hurled  from  their 
thrones ;  and  others  who  have  been  displaced  from  offices 
of  trust,  are  said  to  have  been  treacherously  overcome  by 
means  of  opium  thus  administered. 

'  However  complicated  the  hoolcuU  may  appear,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  extremely  easy  of  construction.  It  is  said, 
that  one  has  been  made  in  England  ;  and  there  are  a  few 
in  use  here  which  were  brought  from  Bengal.  The  ka- 
leaun,  or  small  kind  of  hooktdt,  used  on  the  west  coast  of 
India,  is  certainly  commodious  :  it  hu  a  larger  bottom^  in 
general,  than  the  Bengal  AooAu^/;  though  some  are  very 
small,  with  beautiful  imitations  of  flowers,  and  of  coral, 
shells,  &c.  within  them. 

Some  of  the  real  Persian  kaUauns  exhibit  considerable 
ingenuity,  and  taste,  on  the  part  of  their  manufacturers.  In 
the  centre  of  the  interior,  hunches  of  flowers,  beautifully 
coloured,  &r  too  lai^e,  and  too  delicate,  to  have  been  in- 
troduced at  the  embouchures  of  the  vessels,  may  be  seen. 
Over  these,  the  glass,  .which  is  rarely  of  the  best  quality, 
though  probably  for  superior  to  any  of  Hindoostanee  for- 
mation, has  evidently  been  cast,  or  blown.  Many  of 
these  artiflcial  bouquets  are,  however,  made  piece-meal, 
as  discovered  by  examining  their  construction,  after  th^r 
exterior  cases  had  been  accidentally  broken.  Such  were 
found  to  consist  of  a  cone  of  rosin  firmly  cemented  by 
heat  to  the  bottom  of  the  kaleaun.  It  appeared  that  the 
several  leaves,  branches,  flowers,  birds,  &c.  were  intro- 
duced one  after  the  other,  in  a  heated  state,  and  applied 
to  the  rosin,  in  which  they  buried  themselves  sufficiency 
to  retain  a  firm  hold.    It  was  likewise  ascertained  that 
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BOme  models  of  Persian  architecture  were  combined  io  the 
same  manner;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  otherB,  especi- 
ally small  figures  of  great  personages,  seated  on  throoes, 
elephants,  6ic.  were  never  subjected  to  that  device :  in  the 
latter  instance,  some  grapes  were,  however,  joined  in  tiie 
maimer  above  described. 

The  goor^oory  is  a  very  small  kind  ofhookuU,  intended 
to  be  conveyed  in  a  palanquin,  or  to  be  carried  about  a 
house;  the  person  who  smokes,  holding  a  vase-shaped 
bottom  by  its  neck,  and  drawii^  through  a  stiff,  instead 
of  a  pliant,  pipe,  formed  of  a  reed,  arched  into  such  a 
shape  as  to  conduct  its  end  conveniently  to  the  mouth. 
In  this  implement,  very  generally  used  by  the  middling 
olaases  of  nativea,  and  especially  among  the  women  in 
harams,  the  pipe  is  rarely  more  than  a  yard  in  length. 

The  nertatd  is  only  a  cocoa-nut,  with  the  pipe-«tem 
thrust  through  a  hole  at  its  top,  and  a  piece  of  reed,  about 
a  cubit  long,  applied  to  another  hole  rather  lower  down, 
He  nuUshell  being  half  filled  with  water,  we  might  sup- 
pose the  air,  or  rather  the  smoke,  would  be  cooled ;  hot, 
from  observation,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  change  take 
place  io  the  temperament  of  either.  These  littJe  kookaih, 
(for,  however  paltry,  their  owners  do  not  omit  to  give 
them  that  designation)  are  often  used  without  any  reed  to 
conduct  the  smoke ;  the  lips  being,  in  that  case,  applied 
to  the  small  lateral  aperture  into  which  the  reed  should 
be  fitted.  One  of  these  usually  serves  half  a  dozen  men, 
who  pass  it  round  with  great  glee :  it  often  forms  an  ap- 
pendage about  the  feet  of  a  palanquin,  if  the  opportunity 
offers  for  securing  it  there,  without  the  master^s  know- 
Wge. 

He  dress  of  &hoohill-burdar,  in  the  service  of  a  gentle- 
man of  rank,  is  like  that  of  a  chob-dar;  a  jamma  being 
generally  worn  by  such,  but,  in  more  hnmble  situations^ 
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tbe  amrtah  of  a  khidmmtgar  U  eommm.  Id  the  fmner 
Bituatioiit  bis  offics  is  coafined  entiraly  to  the  hoohuU: 
while,,  in  the  latter,  h«  U  generally  expected  to  wait  at 
table,  at  least,  on  occanoo ;  but  wbererer  the  naaater,  of 
whatever  rank,  may  go,  thither  the  JuohtU-imriar  n  ex- 
pected to  proceed,  bo  as  to  furniah  the  pipe  in  doe  Beaaon 
after  dinner,  or  at  any  other  time  it  may  be  required.  The 
ordinary  periods  for  smoking,  are,  after  breakfast,  din. 
ner,  tea,  and  snpper :  such  may  be  deemed  regular,  and, 
two  or  three  charges  at  each  time,  are  by  no  means  con- 
sidered exorbitant.  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  some 
gentlemen  smoke  day  and  nig^L 

In  snch  a  climate,  water  is,  during  four  mODtha,  at 
least,  the  main  spring  of  exiatence,  botti  in  the  animal, 
and  the  vegetable,  kingdom;  consequently,  its  supply 
becomes  a  profeBsion,  giving  subBtstence  to  thousands. 
The  water-carrier,  if  provided  with  a  bollock  for  the  por- 
poae  of  oonveying  two  large  leather  bags,  each  containing 
about  twenty  gallons,  is  called  a  Puekaully;  but  if  be 
carrieB  the  water  himself,  io  the  skin  of  a  goat,  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  he  then  receives  the  designation  of 
.Bhterty,  The  bags  for  a  puckmlitf  are  made  of  strong 
hide,  sewed  very  firmly  at  the  front,  which  is  at  right 
angles  with  the  bottom,  where  the  leather  doubles,  and, 
co&Bequeotly,  lua  no  seam  ;  the  back  part  iB  diagCHialf 
forming  a  kind  of  spout  behind,  opposite  the  bnllock'a 
knee ;  while  the  top  is  left  open,  rather  in  a  funnel  form, 
for  about  a  foot,  that  the  water  may  be  poured  in:  the 
^koot  is  first  rolled  up,  and  then  tied  with  a  strong  strip 
of  leather. 

Every  puekaully  carries  also  a  small  bag,  that  be  may 
serve  as  an  ordinary  Aoitd-Uecffy,  whoi  required.  TbiB 
is  made  of  the  akin  of  a  goat,  taken  off  in  a  particalar 
manner.    Being  put  iiito  a  Bolution  of  lime,  the  hair  soon 
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^lUtS;  when  the  inaide  fleBliiagfi  are  carefully  scnqiod  off. 
A  tan  is  then  made  of  the  bark  of  baubool,  (mimosa^)  khut, 
(catechu,)  and  alum. 

Bhenties  are,  with  few  exceptiooE,  MooBSulmanB ;  it 
being  contrary  to  the  Hindoo  code  to  touch  either  the  car- 
cBsee,  or  the  sltina.  of  animals  killed  in  any  way.  Hence, 
a  Hindoo  of  this  profession  is  extremely  rare,  and  will  sel- 
dom be  disoorered ;  owing  to  the  necessity  for  change 
of  name,  so  as  to  pass  for  a  Moossulman.  Hindoos  will, 
nevertheless,  drink  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  tamiock, 
(or  bkeatybag):  thoDgh  they  are  extremely  partial  to 
such  as  they  can  draw  themselves,  by  means  of  a  line  and  - 
metal  pot,  with  which  most  travellera  are  provided. 
Some  few  are  extravagantly  sonipulous,  and  will  undei^o. 
excessive  thirst,  rather  than  partake  of  the  bhtettj^t  sap- 
ply.  Dost,  heat,  and  iatigue,  however,  rarely  fail,  after  a 
while,  to  overcome  their  scruples,  "^he  puckaulliei,  or,  as 
they  are  usually  called,  the  buUoch-bhecitiety  replenisU 
their  bags  by  driving  their  cattle  into  some  taiHc,  or  pond, 
op  to  their  knees,  or  even  deeper,  then  baling  in  the 
water,  by  means  of  a  small  leather  bucket,  holding  about 
two  quarts,  or  more.  The  kand-bkeatty  usually  sinks  his 
bag  under  water,  when  it  soon  £lls.  When  drawing  water 
from  the  wells,  the  leather  bucket,  called  a  dole,  is  used 
by  both  the  puekmUly  and  the  kiutd-bhtaty. 

The  constant  application  of  a  wet  skin  to  the  clothes 
on  the  hip,  necessarily  dispones  them  to  rot :  on  this  ac- 
count, most  bheuties  use  a  piece  of  cloth,  called  karwoA, 
which  having  been  dyed  in  grain  with  a  composition,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  the  solution  of  shell-lac,  effectually  re- 
sists the  moiatur&  The  wi^ges  of  a  hand-bheetty  are  from 
four  to  five  rupees,  according  to  the  agreement,  as,  whe- 
ther he  is  to  furnish  bis  own  mutsock,  S(c.  which  is  the 
general  mode.    His  duty,  during  the  cold  season,  and  in 
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the  rains,  is  little  more  than  to  supply  water  for  tbe 
horses,  and  to  fill  a  few  pots  for  culinary  purposes,  bath- 
ing, drinking,  Sm.  all  of  which  may  employ  half  an  hoar. 
But  in  the  summer  months,  bis  labours  are  severe.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  above  requisitions,  which  are  multiplied  ten-, 
fold,  be  has  to  water  the  tattiet,  (or  frames  filled  with 
grass,)  placed  on  the  windward  side  of  every  house,  to 
cool  the  air ;  which  at  that  season  is  not  only  uncom- 
fortably hot,  but  will  absolutely  parch  the  skin  of  a  per- 
son not  accustomed  to  it.  By  daybreak  the  bheeity  must 
begin  to  fill  the  several  tubs,  or  immense  vauds,  (pans)  of 
earthenware,  placed  oear  the  honse ;  this  being  done,  he 
brings  the  tattit$,  and  afler  wetting  each  thoroughly,  as 
it  lays  on  the  ground,  he  places  it  against  its  respective 
aperture,  supporting  it  with  props,  and,  during  the  whole 
day,  indeed  often  till  midnight,  sprinkling  it  in  every 
parti  and  occasionally  replenishing  the  vessels.  In  some 
very  dry  seasons,  the  bheetties  are  obliged  to  continue  their 
labour  during  the  whole  night  There  was  an  instance,  in 
the  year  1793,  when  the  winds  were  rather  hotter  at  night 
than  in  the  daytime ;  so  that  it  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  tattiei  up  for  a  full  week,  or  more ;  and 
to  procure  additional  bkeeitia,  to  perform  the  ni^t  duty. 

All  the  houses  in  India  are  tarrraed,  not  only  on  the 
basements,  but  on  every  floor;  therefore,  previous  to 
sweeping,  the  bhetsty  sprinkles  the  tarras  slightly;  to  pre- 
vent the  rising  of  dust.  He  likewise  waters  the  precincts 
of  the  house,  several  times  daily,  but  especially  towards 
sunset,  when  gentlemen  usually  take  their  tea  in  the  open 
air.  If  persons  of  respectability  go  any  distance,  perhaps 
two  or  three  miles,  in  their  palanquins,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  hot  winds,  they  are  commonly  acctnnpanied 
by  their  bkeettiet,  who  carry  a  small  quantity  of  water  in 
their  mussocki,  to  sprinkle  the  tatlieM  applied  to  the  sides 
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of  the  vehicle;  and  thua  the  interior,  which  would  othei^ 
wisft  be  insufFerably  hot,  is  rendered  agreeably  cool. 
Those  who  do  not  take  bhtesties  with  them,  have  their  gtif- 
iatopes,  (or  palanquin  covers,')  which  are  ordinarily  made 
or  the  kancah  before  described,  well  soaked  in  water  before 
^ey  set  out :  this,  though  not  bo  effectual,  is  do  bad  sub- 
stitute. 

Water,  dashed  out  from  the  end  of  a  muuMk,  or 
bkeesty-bag,  would  be  apt  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of 
a  palanquin ;  and  as  its  expenditure,  while  proceeding  auy 
distance,  should  be  economically  managed,  there  is  a 
very  simple  device,  which  efiectually  answers  every 
purpose.  A  small  rose-head,  similar  to  those  aiSxed  to 
the  spoats  of  garden  watering-pots,  being  firmly  secured 
within  the  neck  of  the  mtaiock,  by  means  of  the  leather 
thong  always  attached  to  that  part,  divides  the  water 
more  minutely  and  equally,  and  checks  its  too  abundant 
supply. 

Tatliet  are  made  of  the  roots  of  that  long  grass  found 
in  most  of  the  jungles  in  India,  and  corresponding  exactly 
with  the  Guinea  grass,  once  so  ridiculously  sent  to  the 
East  as  a  great  acquisition.  The  fibres  are  of  a  rusty 
brown  colour,  devious  in  their  direction,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  inches  long ;  of  which,  among  us,  clothes  brushes, 
and  carpet  brooms,  are  made.  The  Hindoostanee  name  is 
kusi-kuss,  and  the  general  price  may  be  about  four  rupees 
per  maund,  (of  82  lb.) 

It  4s  enclosed  in  a  frame  made  of  split  bamboo, 
chequered  into  squares,  of  about  four  inches  each  way, 
and  in  the  whole  sufSciently  extensive  to  overlap  the  ex- 
terior of  the  door,  or  window,  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied, 
at  least  six  inches,  or  perhaps,  a  foot,  at  the  sides  and 
above..  The  hui-kusa  is  placed  very  regularly  on  the 
bamboo  frame,  as  it  lies  on  the  ground,  in  the  same  man- 
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ner  as  tiles ;  each  layer  being  bound  down,  under  a  thin 
slip  of  bamboo,  extending  the  full  breadth  of  the  tatty. 
The  great  art  is  to  make  tlie  tatty  neither  too  thick,  so 
as  to  exclude  the  wiod  ;  nor  too  thin,  to  let  the  dust  pass 
through,  mthout  rendering  the  interior  sufficiently  cool 
After  Biany  experimentB,  it  has  been  found  that  a  maund 
of  kuu-kutt,  applied  so  as  to  cover  about  a  hundred  square 
feet,  answers  extremely  well.  But  it  is  best  to  have  one 
or  two  tattiei  made  rather  thin  ;  so  as  to  apply  in  case  of 
light  winds :  when  it  blows  bard,  these  may  be  applied 
double }  one  at  the  back  of  the  other.  At  such  times, 
the  interior  of  a  house  will  be  very  cool ;  sometimes 
rather  too  much  so  ;  for  the  great  evaporation  caused  by 
the  heated  air''8  passage  through  the  cold  medium,  pro* 
■  daces  perfect  refrigeration. 

In  the  western  provinces,  and  other  parts  of  India,  tat- 
tia  are  frequently  made  of  a  short,  prickly  bush,  that 
thrives  during  the  hottest  months  on  sandy  plains,  espe- 
rially  in  places  inundated  during  the  rainy  season.  This 
shrub  is  <^]edjewaiiak ;  its  leaves  are  not  unlike  those  of 
rue,  bat  not  so  Dumeroos,  nor  of  so  deep  a  green.  It  is 
extremely  prickly,  being  every  where  furnished  with 
spines  about  the  size  of  a  pin.  When  fresh,  thejeaassah 
is  most  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  its  scent  equally  agree* 
able  ;  but,  after  the  first  day,  the  verdure  disappears,  and 
the  whole  house  is  filled  with  leaves  and  thorns.  Hence, 
the  kusi'hua,  which,  when  fresh,  is  rather  fragrant,  though 
the  scent  is  somewhat  terraceous,  is  usually  preferred  in 
making  those  tattita  which  roll  up,  bo  as  to  be  particularly 
applicable  to  palanquins,  and  are  called  cheeks ;  wherein 
nothing  but  kuia-kms  is  ever  employed.  Where  this  root 
cannot  be  procured,  or  when,  ia  the  early  part  of  the  hot 
season,  little  has  come  to  market,  common  grass,  pared 
irom  the  soil,  or  even  small  boughs,  straw,  &e.  are  occa- 
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lionatly  naed  to  fill  the  space  between  two  fnmes  of  bam- 
boo. Theie  answer  tolerably  wlien  well  watered;  but 
are  objectioQable  on  accouot  of  their  disposition  to  rot. 
Kuu~kuas  will  keep  for  years. 

Very  few  puekaullia,  or  bidloek-hheextiet,  are  retained  ia 
the  aerrice  of  individuals ;  but  usually  attached  to  the 
establishments  of  barrack-maaters  and  qoarter-masters. 
They  answer  admirably  for  the  supply  of  water  at  the  sol- 
diers' quarters  and  hospitals ;  where  tatties  are  allowed, 
at  the  public  expense,  during  the  hot  seaaou.  In  niost 
cases,  the  bullocks  that  carry  the  water,  as  well  as  the 
leather  bags,  appertain  to  the  establisbmeot,  and  the 
driver  rec^ves  only  the  pay  of  a  hand-bhteaty.  Where  he 
supplies  the  whole,  his  pay  is  from  ten  to  twelve  rupees 
per  month. 

The  fiouw-^Aee,  or-cook.is  an  important  servant,  since 
be  prepares  most  sumptuous  dinners,  although  he  never 
tastes  any  of  the  vianda  while  in  a  state  of  preparation ; 
and  is,  besides,  often  put  to  bis  wits  to  guard  against  the 
joint  attacks  of  dust,  wind,  rain,  sun,  and  birds  of  prey. 
In  a  regular,  settled  family,  every  convenience  is  afforded 
him  ;  snch  as  a  substantial  and  spacious  kitchen,  with  fire> 
place  according  to  the  Indian  style  j  a  range  of  stoves,  a 
scullery,  apparatus  of  all  sorts,  &c.  &c.  But  on  a  march, 
he  most  dig  a  number  of  holes  with  a  mattock,  to  receive 
his  fuel ;  which  is  usually  green  wood,  or  dried  cow-dung. 
Me  must  make  choolaha,  at  fire  places,  by  placing  three 
lumps  of  earth,  kneaded  into  a  stiff  paste,  for  each  chootah, 
so  aa  to  support  the  boiler.  He  must  bum  bis  wood  to 
embers,  over  which  the  meat  is  roasted,  by  means  of  a 
small  spit,  perhaps  made  of  slit  bamboo,  but  if  of  iron, 
with  a  crank  at  one  end,  whereby  to  turn  it,  as  it  rests 
upon  two  dogs,  or  iron  spikes,  driven  into  the  ground,  a 
few  feet  asander.     He  must,  in  all  probability,  kill  and 


:dbvGoogIe 


126  EAST    INDIA    VADE-MECUH. 

flay  a  kid,  or  two  or  three  fowls ;  some  for  carry,  others 
for  roasting,  &u. ;  and,  perhaps,  after  all,  be  may  have  to 
turn  the  spit  himself;  occasionally  looking  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  several  boilers,  8tc. 

In  a  permanent  kitchen,  the  fixed  roasting -place  is  ge- 
nerally made  of  two  inclined  ban  of  iron,  four  or  Ave  feet 
in  length,  set  sloping  against  a  wall,  at  aa  angle  of  per- 
haps forty  degrees.  Each  of  these  bars  has  eight  or  ten 
hooks,  in  any  suitable  pair  of  which  tiie  spit  is  tnmed  by 
a  boy :  the  spaces  under  them,  or  the  triangle  on  each 
side,  are  filled  with  masonry,  so  that  the  heat  may  be 
retained,  and  the  embers  kept  within  certain  bounds. 

For  roasting  in  tlus  manner,  the  embers  are  divided 
lengthwise,  leaving  a  vacancy,  or  kind  of  trough,  under 
the  line  of  the  spit,  wherein  a  metal  platter  is  sometimes 
set,  to  receive  the  dripping,  which  is  returned  to  the 
meat  by  a  bunch  of  feathers,  (generally  those  fi'om  the 
wings  of  the  fowls  just  killed,)  tied  to  the  end  of  a  short 
stick.  This  little,  neat,  cleanly,  and  cheap  dripping-^Iadle 
answers  admirably;  it, being. in  the  power  of  the  iatour- 
chee  to  baste  any  part  with  great  precision. 

In  the  sauces,  a  number  of  flies  are  found,  such  as 
rarely  fail  to  visit  the  purlieus  of  the  bawur-chee^s  camp , 
where  they  assemble  in  swarms  ;  settling  on  the  meat,  or 
visiting  the  stew-pots,  8cc.  where  they  are  overcome  by 
the  heat,  or  fixed  by  the  dripping,  Sic  Flies  may,  how- 
ever, be  picked  out;  but  those  shoals  of  dust  that  skim 
during  the  middle  of  the  day,  oAen  render  the  whole  din- 
ner absolutely  unacceptable.  Where  a  large  table-ctoth 
has  been  spread  over  the  knives,  forks,  8ic.  as  laid  for  din- 
ner, there  has  been  collected  near  a  pound  of  sand  under- 
Death ;  while  the  upper  cloth  was.  really  covered  full  a 
quarter  of  on  inch  in  depth.  This  can  never  be  altogether 
obviated  in  moveable  camps  ;  but,  when  fixed  for  a  while. 
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it  is  usual  to  set  up  mats,  or  konavti,  (which  are  walls  of 
cloth,  kept  upright  hy  ropes  and  sticks,)  on  the  windward 
side ;  whereby  the  iaconveDience  may  be  considerably 
lesseoed:  but  sometimes  a  b'hoot,  or  whirlwind,  comes 
suddenly,  and  not  only  be-grits  the  whole  of  tbe  cookery, 
but  wtiiaks  away  the  fences,  embers,  &c.  in  an  instant. 

The  boilers  are  in  general  made  in  the  country,  of  cop- 
per, tinned;  in  shape  not  unlike  the  common  caat-irtm 
pots  used  throughout  the  Xorth,  without  feet,  and  with 
tbe  addition  of  a  flat  rim  projecting  about  an  inch  out- 
ward, aenriog  both  to  keep  steady  a  kind  of  inverted  lid, 
and,  as  they  have  no  handles,  for  the  bavmr-chee  to  apply 
two  wet  rags,  wherewith  to  put  the  vessel  ofl*  and  on  the 
choolah.  'nnning  is  performed  by  persons  who  make  it 
their  livelihood;  receiving  from  one  to  two  rupees  per 
score,  for  the  several  pieces,  counting  boilers,  lids,  &c., 
according  to  tjieir  size.  The  kulli/-ghur,  or  tinman,  has 
tbe  vessels  well  scoured,  and  then,  by  means  of  powdered 
rosin,  gives  the  interior  a  coating,  scarcely  distinguish- 
ahio  to  the  sight  or  touch.  Some  use  no  rosin ;  others 
employ  boiax ;  but,  whatever  the  medium  may  be,  or 
whether  there  be  none,  the  vessel  is  heated  suffituently 
and  equally,  over  embers,  when  the  tin,  being  thoroughly 
melted,  is  rubbed  round  the  interior  with  a  large  piece 
of  fine  cotton-wool,  so  long  as  any  will  adhere :  the  vessel 
is  then  set  to  cool. 

The  above  method  prevails  entirely  for  its  cheapness 
and  expedition ;  otherwise,  for  its  want  of  durability,  it 
would  be  ezchaoged  for  some  more  permanent,  and  less 
fiolublOr  preparation.  But  tjnniog  can  be  performed  ip 
almoat  every  town ;  and  it  is  raraly  required  more  than 
once  in  two  or  three  months ;  when  a  score  «/  good- 
sized  pieces  may  be  done  for  as  little  as  one  of  our 
I  would  charge  for  tinning  a  very  moderate-sized 
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kettle.  Some  genUemen  use  tin  boilers^  sent  frAn  Eng- 
land ;  bat,  thongh  certainly  devoid  of  the  inconTeniencA 
and  danger  attendant  npon  a  want  of  tinning,  such  an 
highly  objectionable;  being  so  aoon  burnt  through,  or 
rusted  when  laid  by :  though  the  baaur-cAeet  g^teralty 
adopt  the  precaution  of  smearing  the  bottoms  of  these 
vessels,  in  particQlar,  with  fine  clay,  sufficiently  dilated 
to  be  laid  on  thin  and  smooth. 

The  btmur-chee  has  nothing  characteristic  in  his  appa- 
rel ;  he  ia  generally  a  sloven,  rather  than  a  bean,  and  may 
often  be-  mistaken  for  a  trmtkuulchee.  In  some  femilies, 
motet,  or  aasistants,  are  allowed,  who  do  the  drodgery, 
and  whose  pay  is  often  included  in  that  of  his  superior ; 
in  which  case,,  four  rupees  are  the  common  allowaDce, 
though  the  poor  mate  seldom  receives  more  than  half 
that  sum{  the  cook-major  adding  the  residue,  as  a  per- 
qnbite,  to  his  own  wages,  which  may  be  stated  itt  from 
six  to  twelve  rupees,  according  to  ability.  As  in  the  caae 
of  khatuamant,  and  kookuU-httrdan,  a  few  instances  may 
be  adduced  of  exorbitant  salaries;  but  we  may  generally 
take  the  single  cook  at  eight  rupees,  and  the  mate  at  four. 
Where  there  is  much  workj  as  in  taverns,  8cc,  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  rupees  are  sometimes  given  monthly  to 
^e  head  batoar-<:htt. 

The  Darzee,  or  tailor,  is  an  indispensable  domestic  in 
every  part  of  India.  All  such  branches  of  service  are 
there  filled  by  males  ;  except  for  the  xtitanah,  or  haram, 
where  there  may  be  from  two  to  four  females  ;  all  exclu- 
sively attached  to  the  lady.  These,  knowing  nothing  of 
needlework,  not  so  much  as  to  hem  a  pettiocnt,  the 
Mily  alternative  is,  to  employ  ft  sempster,  who  ander- 
standfl  cutting  out  and  making  waistcoats,-  small-dothea, 
p«ntalooiu,  shirts,  8cc. :.  many,  indeed,  can  make'  a  very 
tolerable  coat,  if  furnished  with  a  pattern.    The  dorm 
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is  iB*Ariiit4y^W*"'  to  bs  a  iprofieiflM  ii  irbaierVr  ttt- 
htos  to  ^  «|fpu«l  of  aatrra  wotaeii,  M  tttfi  as  t6'  be  A' 
eonpeient  judge  of  tk»  vtlna  of  difl^ent  kin^  of  cloMti 
made  in  the  country,  and  of  the  MWit  quantity  of  HMte. 
rials  requisite  for  the  several  parts  of  dress.  AO  this 
sokDce  is  to  be  engaged  at  the  average  rate  of  sevtii  t/t 
eight  rupees  monthly ;  th^  f&tnve  fltMling  bis  own  needles 
md  threads.  Dttrtets  capable  of  making  gowns,  8[«.  lot' 
Earopeas  ladm  being  ^scarce,  and,  as  it  waS'  atdd  in 
speaking  of  kkoHtamattty  mach  in  request,  double  the 
ktter  saiii  dny  always  be  eanted  by  one  of  moderate  tkiiH 
in  tkail  btanoh.  Tbff  infkior  vlaM'of  ihirtttg,  tilted 
ketmah^ses,  who  do  no  fine  «oifc,  but  iM  'pruidpaM}' 
employed  in  tent-mi^ing,  rarely  earn  miire  then'  fottf 
rupees  monthly  ;  or,  if  paid  by  the  day,  not  tucite  than 
titree  and  a  half. 

The  various  preteJcts  under  which '  th&  dtA-Me  otttaMs" 
admission  into  the  zemtnah,  add^  to  the  conMaitoy  of 
his  Bttoadanoc  at  tbe  hone,  didMB  trhmt  any  purohane  id 
to  be  made,  givM  him  an  admirable  opportMity  foi-  eairry. 
log  on  intrigve ;  foe  which  ^e  tthote  tribe  are  uoMtioWir 
hence,  if  any  eauM  of  sasplcion  appeara,  Hm  dartee  it 
tke  first  object  of  jealousy ;,  whao  it  geaerally  tnnis-' 
<>at  that,  if  not  the  pnactpal,  he  is  accieAiary,  as  a  gtt- 
between. 

the  durxee  is  instantly  ascertained  by  his  gait  ■Sdau 
AiM««  are  persDBaMe  Me'a,  bat  speedily  become  entacn- 
ated  by  debauchery ;  in  wliioh  tbcir  Hbslnl  wi^ee  eoablt' 
them  to  in'dnlge.  Yet  tfeey  afe,  on  the  iifhote,  estjellietii 
workmen ;  finishing  apparel  of  all  sorts  i^  a  renMriiably 
neat  maaner,  and'  often'  fitting  it  with  great  exttctbess : 
b«t  they  are  davotd  of  inyentioa ;  SMfatly  fallowiitg  old 
pattottt,  mai  rarely  stiggestiog  th«  naalkat  improv'eiAeat. 
TW^tasfl  of  a  ttttrtee  much  resembles  that  of  a  kkidmutgart 
k2 


idbvGoogle 


132  KAST    INDIA   VADE-MECUM. 

but  in  die  hot  season,  tbe  former  veu  no  coortabs,  being 
bare  from  the  waist  npwards ;  sometimea  substitating  a 
small  cap  (worn  only  by  Moossulmans)  for  the  tarbant 
which  is  usually  compact  and  neat. 

The  Doby,  or  wuhennan,  is  also  ezclusiTely  a  domes- 
tic, not  only  washing  bis  master's  linen  of  every  de- 
scription, but  the  zenamth  apparel  is  given  to  him  to 
wash  and  to  iron.  Sometimes,  however,  the  latter 
operation  is  performed  by  an  Ittree^Baiiah,  or  iroser ; 
yet  this  is  only  in  very  large  families,  or  in  large  towns, 
such  as  Calcutta,  Madras,  &c.  None  but  box-irons 
are  used;  and  of  these  a  la^e  portion  are  heated  by 
means  of  embers  shut  up  in  their  cavities.  The  dofy 
who  washes  for  a  single  gentleman,  will  sometimes,  at 
the  risk  of  severe  punishment,  or  of  being  discharged, 
take  in  tLe  linen  of  low  Europeans,  or  Portugnese, 
clandestinely  :  many  have,  indeed,  been  detected  in 
letting  out  the  linen  given  to  their  charge.  Hence  it 
is  needful  to  keep  a  watch  over  those  who  commonly 
take  alt  the  foul  articles  every  week,  bringing  home  at 
tiiat  time,  what  they  received  at  the  former  delivery. 
The  WAges  vary  according  to  the -labour;  but  from  six 
to  ten  mpees  may  be  taken  as  the  standard  ;  the  do^ 
providing  at  his  own  expense  soap,  and  every  part  of 
the  apparatus.  When  an  European  lady  is  in  the 
family,  the  pay  is  increased  on  account  of  the  great 
additional  labour, — nothing  but  white  Iwing  worn  at  any 
time.  In  such,.*  caae,  a  small  apartment  should  be  ap- 
propriated, in  which  the  finer  articles  may  be  got  up 
by  the  lady's  maid. 

The  usual  process  of  washing  in  India  is,  first  to  boil 
all  the  clothes  in  a  lai^  earthen  ntmd^  mixing  with  ibo 
water,  plenty  of  soap,  or  ley,  or  sudjee  (fossile  alkali),  or 
wood  ashes.    This  operation  is  called  the  butttak.    The 
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dothes  are  then  well  rinsed,  either  in  a  large  tank  or  a 
nmniog  strsam,  when  tUey  are  again  rubbed  with  soap, 
and  laid  in  a  heap  to  soak.  After  a  few  hours  they  ue 
washed  again,  and  being  folded  up  into  whisps,  or  bun- 
dles, of  a  conveaient  size,  are  beaten  forcibly  on  a  board, 
cut  into  deep  transverse  grooTes,  and  placed  aslant  in  the 
water;  in  which  the  dob^  stands  immersed  up  to  his 
kneea.  After  dashing  each  bundle  several  times  on  the 
board,  he  opens  and  rinses  it  in  the  water;  repeating  the 
dashing,  as  thoagh  he  were  beating  the  board  with  a  flail, 
till  every  part  of  the  linen  appears  to  be  duly  cleansed. 
If  a  board  is  not  at  hand,  (though  ev^ry  doby  has  at- least 
one,  four  feet  long,  two  broad,  and  four  inches  thick,  with 
a  stout  stick  to  prop  it,)  any  smooth  stone  is  made  to 
answer,  ThiS' appears  to  be  a  most  destructive  method ; 
but  experience  proves,  that  the  fine  calicoes  of  India 
will,  even  under  such  apparently  rough  usage,  wear  longer 
than  our  stout  linens  washed  in  tubs,  &c. 

Every  doby  has  drying  lines,  fixed  at  each  end  to  pins 
driven  into  the  ground,  and  then  sostaiaed  by  cross-aticka^ 
on  the  forks  of  which  the  ropes  rest.  In  the  rainy  seasoBi 
the  clothes  are  hong  under  shelter,  where  they  soon  dry; 
though  not  so  qnickly  as  in' the  summer  months,  when  the 
heaviest  articles  are  dried  in  a  few  minutes.  The  doby't 
wife  (called  the  dobin),  and  his  children  who  are  of  an 
age  to  be  useful,  usually  assist  in  the  process.  This  seot 
and  that  of  the  coman,  or  potters,  are  the  only  two  privi- 
leged to  ri^e,  01  even  to  carry  burthens,  upon  asses,  with- 
out suffering  the  most  ignominious  degradation:  hence 
thoae  animals  are  jocularly  termed,  "  dabiea'  palfreys." 
The  dress  of  the  doby  is  generally  very  plain,  consisting 
of  a  turban,  a  dotu,  (or  waist-cloth,)  and  a  ehudder,  (or 
sheet,)  worn  loosely  over  the  body  in  cold  weather.  When 
4obk»  are  at  work,  their  lungs  aspirate  strongly,  like 
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thofle  of  paviors,  which  producea  a  very  singolu'  eAict; 
especiaUy  if^  as  it  frequently  happens,  several  of  these 
board-thnufaers  asBetnUe  at  the  same  piece  of  water. 

Dobia  are  very  generally  HiodooH ;  and  ought,  agree- 
ably to  the  (Mrdinary  tenets  of  that  religion,  to  refraio  fl-otn 
tonobing  any  animal  substance,  except  leather  used  in 
the  construction  of  shoes,  and  implemeDts  of  nar ;  bat  a 
particular  exception  ia  made  in  favour  of  this  cast,  (or 
sect,)  who  could  not  otherwise  use  soap  when  made  of 
met ;  though  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  that  made  in 
Hindostan,  is  manufactured  with  oil  expressed  from  the 


Wbea  on  a  march,  the  liaijr  in  each  gentleman's  service 
leads  Us  oloUiea,  wet  or  dry,  upon  his  camels,  boHocks, 
cart,  Ste. :  the  swrint's  own  apparatus  being  conveyed  on 
a  donkey,  lliis  is  generally  burthened  with  the  wife,  or 
toQM  young  ckiMren,  the  washing-board,  its  prop,  the 
dryin^lines,  the  sticks,  box-irons,  8cc.  8lc  ;  an  abuhdant 
aooniBtilatioa  of  nonbles  for  so  small  an  animal  as  an 
iUndoatanee  jiwifraw.  which  ia  seldom  to  be  seen  half 
the  siw  of  the  common  breed  in  England. 

A  Mokaul  is  a  person  employed  to  feed  and  drive  an 
dajAant.  Most  of  this  profession  are  Moossulmans,  and 
very  dissipated  in  their  conduct.  Except  at  particular 
fMfriods,  on  a  long  mareh  for  instance,  the  mohout  has 
little  to  do  ;  all  the  drudgery  of  brii^;ing  in  fodder  on  the 
elephant,  for  its  own  use,  as  wet)  as  taking  the  animal  to 
water,  rubbing  it  down,  oiling  its  forehead,  painting  its 
chseka  with  vermilion  or  with  ochre,  putting  on  the 
pads,  clearing  away  the  dung,  with  a  variety  of  such  mat- 
ters, being  in  general  done  by  tiie  maU,  or  deputy,  who 
is  often  nothing  more  than  a  cooty,  or  common  labourer, 
employed  for  this  especial  businesa,  but  who  ultiaiatdy 
auoceeds  to  the  chatge  of  an  elephant.     Mokontt  receive 
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from  titfea  to  BIZ  rupees  monthly:  the  Lowest  rates  of 
mgn  being  confioed  to  those  countries  where  elephants 
are  caught,  and  the  highest  attainable  only  in  the  serrice 
of  gendemen  of  rank;  who  require  this,  as  well  as  aH 
other  ,of  their  domestics,  to  dress  more  correctly  tbao 
SDcb  aa  serve  persoas  less  opulent  or  dignified. 

The  duty  of  a  mohout,  when  actifely  employed,  is  to  sit 
npop  tbe  neck  of  his  elephant,  barefooted,  and  furnished 
with  an  instrument,  called  a  hautikus,  (or  driver,)  where- 
with to  guide  the  animal.  This  is  commonly  about  tweuty, 
or  twenty-four  iocbes  long,  and  generally  made  of  iron, 
though  some  have  wooden  shails  ;  tbe  tip  is  pointed,  and 
about  six  inches  below  it  is  a  hook,  welded  on  to  the  stem, 
forming  nearly  a  semicijcle,  whose  diameter  may  be  four 
or  five  inches.  At  the  butt  of  tbe  shaft  a  ring  is  let 
through,  for  the  puipose  of  bstening  the  haunkut  to  a 
line ;  the  othar  end  of  wbicb  ia  fastened  to  some  soft 
cord,  about  batf  an  inch  in  diameter,  passiogvery  loosely 
eight  or  ten  times  round  tbe  elephant's  neck,  and  serv- 
ing, in  liea  of  stirrups,  to  keep  tbe  mohout  from  falling 
over  to  the  right  or  left  on  aoy  sudden  motion,  as  well  aa 
to  ratain  his  feet  in  their  due  direction. 

When  the  elephant  is  to  be  urged  forward,  the  point  of 
the  htnmktu  is  pressed  into  the  back  of  his  head,  while 
the  nioAouf^f  toes  press  nnder  both  tbe  animal's  ears: 
when  it  is  to  ba  stopped,  the  mohout  places  the  book  part 
agaioat  the  elephant's  forehead,  and  throwing  his  weight 
back,  occasions  considerable  pain,  which  soon  induces  to 
obedience:  when  it  is  to  turn  to  the  left,  tbe  viohout 
presses  the  toes  of  his  right  foot  under  the  right  ear  of 
tha  elephant,  at  die  sauui  time  goading  him  about  the  tip 
of  tbe  right  ear ;  tiiereby  causing  tbe  anitoal  to  turn  its 
head,  and  to  change  its  direction:  to  turn  to  the  right, 
vice  vertiL    When  tii«  elephant  is  to  lie  down,  is  order  to 
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be  laden,  the  ttavnkui  is  preaced  perpendicularljr  apoo  the 
crown  of  the  head :  hut  most  elephants,  after  a  year  or 
two,  become  welt  acquainted  with  the  words  of  command; 
obeying  them  readily,  without  being  mounted,  or  eren 
approached. 

Each  mate,  or  eoo/y,  ia  generally  providad  with  a  cat- 
ting bill,  called  a  ^hoa,  for  the  purpose  of  lopping  off  the 
lesser  branches  of  barghuti,  permit,  and  other  trees,  in 
common  use  as  fodder.  An  elephant  will  usually  carry 
as  much  of  these  on  his  back  as  he  can  consnme  in  two 
days ;  but  it  is  not  customary  to  load  more  than  wilt  last 
for  one  day,  on  a  march.  Boughs,  aa  thick  as  a  nun's 
arm,  are  very  easily  chewed'  by  this  stupendous  animal ; 
which  often  uses  one  of  full  a  hundred  weight  to  drive 
the  flies  from  its  body. 

Besides  the  d'kow,  each  mate  is  famished  with  a  spear, 
about  six  or  seven  feet  in  length,  having  a  long  pyramidal 
blade,  ornamented  at  its  point  with  a  tassel,  and  armed  at 
its  other  extremity  with  a  bluoter's  pike :  the  former  is 
used  to  urge  the  animal  to  exertion,  the  mate  goading  hit 
hind  quarters ;  the  latter  serves  to  stick  the  implement 
upright  in  the  ground,  or  to  press  upon  the  elephant's 
arm  while  the  load  is  patting  on,  or  the  rider  ascending 
into  the  howdab. 

The  dress  of  the  mohoat  is,  in  most  points,  aimilar  to 
that  of  the  khidnmtgar ;  and  that  of  the  mate  is,  if  any 
thing,  but  little  better  than  the  ordinary  costume  of  poor 
labourers,  though  their  pay  may  be  rated  from  three  to 
four  rupees  per  month.  In  those  provinces  where  ele- 
phants are  caught,  provisions  are  extremely  cheap;  there, 
few  matei  receive  more  than  a  rupee  and  a  half,  or  two 
rupees.  The  occupation  of  a  mohoat  appears  unfavour- 
able  to  longevity,  for  a  premature  decrepitude  generally 
(lisquelifisa  after  a  few  years   of  service,    .This  is  attri- 
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bnted  to  the  motioa  of  the  elephant;  biit  may,  perhaps 
very  justly,  pe  ascribed  to  connviality  in  the  too  great 
intervals  of  leisure. 

The  health  of  a  Surwan,  or  camel-driver,  ia  yet  more 
sabject  to  early  decay,  than  that  of  a  mohout, — the  motion 
of  this  animal  being  oppressively  severe;  causing  sacb  a 
vibration  of  the  loins  as  is  attended  with  great  pain,  and 
often  with  suppression  of  urine,  together  with  tenesmus, 
especially  in  tender  persons  not  accustomed  to  the  motion. 
It  is  said  to  be  less  severe  when  trotting,  than  when  walk- 
ing. The  dress  of  this  class  resembles  that  of  a  maskuukhte 
of  the  superior  order;  the  pay  ia  from  four  to  five  rupees, 
if  in  charge  of  only  two  camels;  but,  if  three,  it  is  usual 
to  allow  a  rupee  more.  The  duty  consists  in  seeing  the 
camels  properly  fed,  for  which  purpose  the  niruxin  pro- 
ceeds, every  second  or  third  day,  to  some  village,  for 
chaff  of  varioas  kinds.  The  usual  quantity  of  gram  (a 
kind  of  pulse  wherewith  labouring  cattle  are  fed)  is  given, 
part  in  the  morning,  and  part  in  the  evening;  or  perhaps 
all  at  the  latter  time:  three  teen,  equal  to  about  six 
poands,  are  considered  good  keep. 

Camels,  being  rarely  very  tractable,  must  be  approached 
with  great  caution.  Their  bite  is  dreadful,  not  only  from 
the  size  of  the  mouth  and  the  strength  of  the  jaw,  as  well 
as  the  form  of -the  tushes,  but  because  they  rarely  quit 
their  hold.  It  often  happens  that  the  same  camel  kills 
several  tuncata.  The  only  mode  hitherto  ascertained  of 
governing  these  vicious  animals  is,  by  boring  a  hole  in 
the  nostril,  and  passing  through  it,  from  within,  a  piece 
of  tough  wood.  With  a  knob  about  as  large  as  a  nutmeg. 
A  strong  piece  of  line  is  then  fastened  to  the  outer  ex- 
tremity of  the  wood,  that,  on  being  pulled,  causes  the 
camel  to  lie  down  at  pleasure.  This  contrivance,  which 
is  called  a  naukell,  keeps  him  in  tolerable  order;  though 
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it  is  prudent  to  have  a  stout  bludgeon.  Id  case  of  my  aU 
tempt  to  seize.  When  camels  are  very  vicioaB,  it  is  conu 
mon  to  cut  off  their  noses  so  far  as  the  gristle  extends: 
tlus  priralioD  is  supposed  to  do  much  good ;  but  I  b^ve 
seen  numberless  instances  wherein  it  totally  fuled;  while, 
go  the  othet  hand,  it  greatly  depreciated  the  animal. 

A  good  wrvxm  will  always  distinguish  himself  by  the 
order  of  his  cattle,  by  their  freedom  from  injuries  in  eoa- 
sequence  of  galling  under  the  saddle,  and  especially  by 
the  compact  manner  in  which  he  places  whatever  buithea 
is  to  be  cafried.  This  should  never  exceed  six  maunds 
of  821h..  each ;  though  the  Company  require,  in  ail 
theii  contracts,  that  the  camels  furnished  for  their  ser- 
Tice  should  carry  much  more.  Possibly,  oo  a  soil  suited 
to  the  camel's  foot,  he  may,  on  emergency,  carry  as  far  as 
eight  maunds,  equal  to  no  less  than  0661b. ;  but  such  must 
not  be  expected  to  last.  If  the  soil  is  boggy,  half  that 
weight  will  be  found  sufficient,  especially  where  slippery; 
for,  when  overladen,  the  animal  will  in  such  places  be 
v^ry  subject  to  ruin;  his  hind  legs  sliding  asunder,  so  v 
to  bring  the  pelvis  to  the  ground :  thii^  which  is  1 1 1  uml 
splitting,  renders  him  unable  to  ,risQ,  or,  if  raised,  to 
proceed,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  injury  sostaioed* 
Qo  Buch  an  occasion  the  animal's  throat  is  cnt  by  some 
good  Mooasulman,  who,  as  he  performs  that  operation,  and 
during  the  time  the  blood  is  flowing,  recites  a  prayer  and 
benediction,  whereby  the  meat,  which  is  esteemed  a  giMt 
dfllicacy,  is  sanctified  and  may  be  eaten. 

The  Su,ee,  oi  groom,  attends  hut  one  faorsei  and  has  At- 
tached to  him  an  uDder-serrant,  whose  business  it  is  to 
provide  grass  for  fodder,  and  to  perform  various  senricfla 
lelatii^  to  cleanliness,  8cc.  This  may  be  looked  upon  as 
tba  extent  of  his  duty  while  stationary ;  but,  when  nw^d^ 
isf,  the  assistant,. or>  as  he  is  called,  the  GamJ^,  (i.  «• 
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gnM-coUer,)  carriei  the  pickets,  headalall,  hetd  and  heel 
lopes,  ciUTycoi;alM,  clothing,  &c.  8lc.  to  the  next  phice 
of  owampineat.  The  labour,  though  certainly  severe,  is 
performed  with  tolerable  alacrity,  from  the  hope  of  ooe 
day  sncceediog  to  the  post  of  »,«. 

A  good  groom  ia  invaltiable  in  India ;  ih%  horses  there 
being  invariably  high-spirited*  from  want  of  castration, 
and  often  becoming,  under  the  least  proTOcation  or  li- 
cence, incorrigibly  vicious.  There  ve  see  gentiemen, 
when  mounted,  afraid  to  t^proach  each  other  within  ten 
or  twelve  yards,  lest  their  horses  should  begin  fighting. 
Some  few  hare,  indeed,  been  tempted,  by  the  supposed 
pasaiTeoesa  of  their  respective  steeds,  to  ride  boot  to 
boot;  but  rarely  without  experiencing  some  dreadful  mis- 
fortnne;  many  1^  having  been  thus  broken.  Although 
mach  may  depend  on  the  natural  temper  of  a  horse,  still 
there  will  remain  much  in  the  power  of  the  su,ee.  If  he 
be  timid,  and  the  animal  spirited,  the  latter  gains  such  ao 
ascendancy  aa  renders  him  angovemable.  Being  once  let 
loose,  and  a  mare  within  sight  or  scent,  away  goes  the 
steed,  complet^y  disqualified  for  future  saddling. 

It  ie  inconceivable  whet  control  some  iu,eei  obtain  over 
their  horeet,  which  wiU  allow  the  approach  of  no  other 
groom.  This  ia  often  attended  with  most  ludicrous,  or 
rather  most  distressing,  circumstances;  it  being  very 
common  to  see  persons  sitting  on  horses  from  which  they 
dare  not  alight  until  theii  own  ai,eea  arrive,  and  by  secur- 
ing the  head  with  a  btvig-door^  (or  leading  halter,)  grant 
th«n  leave  to  quit  the  saddle. 

When  a  person  foils  from  his  horse,  the  whole  troop 
qepuate,  lest  the  stray  animal  should  attack  them.  In 
Boch  a  case,  two  or  three  active  su^es  may  prevent  mis- 
ishief ;  bat  few  will  attempt  to  catch  a  horse  whose  cha^ 
raeter  for  gentleness  is  not  established.    Every  ttt,ee  is 
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provided  with  a  strong  cotton  cord,  rather  thicker  than  s 
stout  window-line,  of  eeveial  yards  long,  which  he  fas. 
tens  to  the  left  cheek  of  the  bit  when  leading,  and  does 
not  loosen  till  bis  master  has  mounted  ;  when,  by  drawing 
a  slip  knot,  the  animal  is  liberated  irom  the  groom's  con- 
trol. In  general  the  line  (baug-door)  is  affixed  before 
dismounUng ;  otherwise,  the  horse  will  in  all  probability 
gallop  away  to  bis  stable,  which  may  be  some  miles  dis- 
tant, leaving  his  incatttiouB  rider  to  walk  after  him. 

Id  consequence  of  the  immense  number  of  gad-flies  to 
be  seen  at  all  times  of  the  year,  each  tit^e  carries  a  whisk, 
made  by  fastening  horse  hair  to  a  short  stick,  commonly 
lacquered  in  rings  of  alternate  colours.  His  implement, 
with  whiuh  the  flies  are  driven  away,  is  called  a  ehamry, 
and  costs  about  six  or  eight  pence.  A  unall  sheet  of 
karwah,  cither  double  or  single,  is  usnally  thrown  over  the 
m,ee'»  shoulder,  or  fastened  round  his  waiBt,  before  he  sets 
off  to  accompany  his  master.  This  is  laid  over  the  horse's 
back,  when  his  master  dismounts,  to  prevent  the  dry 
gripes ;  to  which  the  animal,  if  much  heated,  would  be 
subject,  but  for  this  precaution,  and  tii&t  of  walking  him 
about  gently  till  perfectly  cool.  Thus,  no  gentleman  ever 
rides  without  his  groom.  Many  of  these  grooms  run  so 
last  as  to  keep  up  for  many  miles  with  a  gig  going  at  & 
smart  pace ;  for,  by  habit,  they  become  long-wioded  and 
capable  of  great  fatigue.  The  dress  of  a  »u,te,  taken  gene- 
rally, is  between  that  of  a  kMdmiUgar  and  a  tmuhvtUchte; 
while  the  dress  of  the  gaua-kot  rarely  exceeds  that  of  a 
common  labourer.  The  former  receives  per  month  from 
four  to  six  rupees ;  five  being  the  general  rate :  the  latter 
has  usually  three,  when  paid  independently  of  the  *«,««  ;- 
who  often  makes  a  small  deduction,  resistance  to  which 
would  incur  a  discharge,  either  peremptorily  or  by  the 
imputation  of  some  neglect,  Sic. 
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The  grass-cutter  should  provide  a  net  for  carrying  a 
Urge  bundle  of  fodder,  and  a  paring  instrument,  called 
a  koorpah,  to  cut  the  grass,  about  half  an  inch  under  the 
surface  of  the  soil :  the  upper  part  of  the  root  being  con- 
sidered extfemely  nourishing.  Hay  is  much  less  suited  to 
India,  nor  is  ever  seen  there,  except  that  the  Mnbaruttaa 
make  a  coarse  kind  of  hay,  to  feed,  at  certain  seasons,  their 
ht^e  bodies  of  horse  ;  but  tlieir  condition,  in  general,  by 
no  means  recommends  it  for  private  studs.  Yet  that  prac- 
tice has  advantages,  for  where  our  cavalry  horses  would 
starve  for  want  of  green,  or  succnlent  fodder,  the  iess 
delicate  Moharutta  chai^r  readily  plucks  at  any  old 
thatch,  and  even  on  such  diet  will  perform  wonders.  The 
horses  of  oar  army  appear,  indeed,  to  be  too  highly  pam- 
pered ;  at  least,  by  sudi  a  mode  of  feeding,  they  are  ill 
prepared  for  coarse  foraging,  such  as  may  become  neces- 
sary under  the  most  ordinary  circumstances  of  a  cam- 
paign. The  practice,  too,  of  soaking  gram  for  cavalry 
horses  is  peculiarly  objectionable,  for  they  not  only  re- 
quire it  at  all  times,  even  when  water  (mu(^  less  soaking- 
pot>)  cannot  be  had  in  any  quantity,  but  most  horses 
Bwalloifr  the  grains  whole,  without  masticatioa.  The  grain 
supplied  to  cavalry  horses  ought  rather  to  be  reduced  to  a 
coarse  meal,  mixed  with  bay  and  straw,  in  equal  quan- 
tities, cut  very  fine  in  a  chaff-trough. 

When  a  camp  has  been  settled  only  for  a  few  days,  oa 
even  the  most  luxuriant  verdure,  the  whole  will  disappear.' 
It  is,  however,  speedily  renewed  after  the  &st  rain,  prv- 
aenting  a  beautiful  light-coloured  blade,  very  small,  and 
of  rapid  growth.  The  proper  grass  for  horses  is  ^e 
'doob,  or  jtoi^otf,  not  unlike  our  fine  creeping-bent. 
This,  when  w^l  beat  with  a  stick  and  washed,  shoiild  be 
kept  for  a  day  or  two  in  an  ai^  place,  and  is  thus  more 
wholesome,  tiian  wbeil  used,  atl  it  commonly  is,  imme- 
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datelj  after  being  cut.  The  doob  is  not  to  be  foAnd 
«very  where;  but  in  the  low  countries  about  Dacca, 
Mafaomedpoor,  &c.  where  the  iDnndation  is  general  daring 
nearly  three  moaths  in  the  year,  it  abonnda,  and  attama 
to  a  prodigiona  loxariance.  It  ia  often  aeen  fidl  two  feet 
and  a  half  high,  and  abaolntely  matting  the  ground.  Cat : 
tie  are  turned  ioto  it  promiacuonsly,  and  never  fail  to 
IbriVe.  It  is  remarkable,  tiiat  in  a  district  where  daring 
the  laioB  the  aoil  is  nerer  viBible,  the  little  viUages  built 
OD  emineoces,  and  the  tops  of  large  trees  staring  out  of 
the  water,  being  the  only  discernible  objects,  there  ahould 
be  no  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  cattle,  except 
what  can  be  drawn  op  by  means  of  forked  p<des  from, 
perhaps,  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  This  green  food,  highly 
impregnated  with  moisture,  is  scarcely  wholesome,  at  such 
a  season,  for  the  poor  animab,  then  cooped  up  in  the  han- 
dreds  of  boata  thnt  snrround  every  village.  Whereas,  if 
the  doob  were  to  be  cat  and  stacked  in  February,  when  it 
is  in  high  perfection,  and  the  atmosphere  moderately 
warm,  it  would  be  a  more  appropriate  and  less  baxrdoux 
apecies  of  fodder.  But  the  truth  is,  that  catUe,  in  every 
part  of  India,  are  left  as  long  as  poasible  to  shift  far 
themselves  :  though  a  load  of  the  finest  hay  in  the  world 
may  be  made  in  the  low  countries  for  aboiit  hslF'a-crown. 
In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  February  1809,  there  is  a 
deacription  of  a  grass  discovered  in  Ireland,  called  the 
fi&rin,  which  pulectty  correeponds  with  tlw  rfooA  of  Hi«- 
doatan.  This  invaluable  plant  equally  endures  the  «evenat 
cold  of  Iceland,  and  the  scorching  heats  of  tropical  vma^ 
mers.  During  these,  indeed,  the  verdure  dinppeara ;  b«t 
the  root  is  unimpaired,  and  abouAda  with  snocntflnce. 

The  doob  is  rarely  toon  in  India ;  but  after  being  cat 
below  the  sorfkce  by  the  hoorpahy  a  tool  in  oommon  use 
among  grass-cutten,  and  chopped  into  pieces  abo«t-«w» 
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Of  three  ioohea  long,  it  is  nrized  mtb  dmkI,  and 
pbutered  on  Ac  soil,  nindt  is  previously  Batonted  irith 
water.  In  a  reiy  few  days  it  will  vegetate,  espeeially  if 
care  be  taken  to  nKtifltan  the  mud.  IUb  grass  ia  also  well 
suited  for  transplanting,  and  tlras  very  hu^  plots  are 
sonetimes  torfed.  Ttie  stenn  throw  out  h>ot8  at  every 
joint  that  is  suffered  to  touch  the  grouiid  t  but  wbeo  very 
thick  and  abondaot  it  will  tower  and  epindle,  not  unlike 
oar  pink  and  carnation  piaota.  If  set  in  sAiall  tufts,  a 
foot  asunder,  they  will  soon  cover  the  surface. 

The  Mafee,  or  gardener,  next  claims  attention.  Ris 
dresa,  anless  at  the  head  of  a  large  establishment,  scarce- 
ly exceeds  that  of  a  common  labourer,  nor  are  his  wages 
much  higher;  four  rupees  being  a  very  common  rate, 
though  sometimes  six  or  eeveu  are  given  to  men  of 
superior  ability,  and  acquainted  with  some  particular 
culture,  important  to  their  employer.  Those  who  serve 
under  the  malee,  are  generally  bUdariy  hired  by  ibe  day, 
probably  at  five  or  six  pice,  equal  to  about  two  rupees 
uid  a  half  monthly.  These  btldan  use  a  kind  of  mati- 
took,  called  a  phouraA,  which  consists  of  a  blade  about 
the  size  of  a  common  garden-spade,  with  a  very  strong 
eye  at  ^e  top,  riveted  to  the  blade,  and  so  fixed  as  to 
give  the  handle  a  direction  of  about  70°  from  the  plane 
<if  the  blade,  which  is  slightly  curved  inwards.  The 
handle  is  about  thirty  inches  long,  and  driven  nearly 
through,  the  eye,  where  it  is  occasionally  -  Wedged,  to 
k«ep  the  blade  from  turning  ufton  it.  WhiU  working 
with  a  phtmrak,  the  hildar  stands  ia  the  same  position  at 
if  using  a  pick-axe,  throwing  up  at  each  stroke  what- 
ever soil  may  accumulate.  AVhen  the  tool  is  new,  much 
may  tiios  be  lifted ;  but  when  worn  down  nearly  to  the 
eye,  the.most  acUve  tabourer  cannot  do  much  more  than 
may  be  done  by  an  ordic&ry  boai^hoe.     Those  mtleet 
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-who  serve  gentlemen  are  usually  provided  with  rakes 
and  hoes ;  but,  otherwise,  they  use  only  short  iron  spuds, 
set  into  wooden  handles,  the  stem  being  cranked,  and 
the  whole  length  rarely  exceeding  eighteen  inches.  With 
these  they  beat  to  pieces  the  clods,  and  admirably  level 
the  surface ;  but,  of  course,  not  so  quickly  .as  our 
gardeners.  With  the  same  tool,  of  a  smaller  size, 
they  dig  up  weeds ;  keeping  the  garden  remarkably 
clean ;  and,  under  proper  observation,  raising  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  vegetables. 

It  would  surprise  an  European  to  see  with  what  pre- 
cision maleea  sow  and  cover  their  seeds ;  Uie  seasons 
for  which  they  perfectly  understand,  even  though,  the 
greater  portion  of  their  horticultural  produce  consists 
of  exotics.  This  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  there  is  no 
book  of  gu-dening  extant  in  the  Hindoo  language  ;  and 
if  there  were,  the  chances  would  be  at  least  a  thousand 
to  one  that  the  taalee  could  not  read  it. 

The  greater  part  of  manure  used  in  gardens  is  known 
by  the  name  of  kailab-matty,  (black-earth,)  collected  from 
places  set  ap&rt  for  the  reception  of  filth  of  all  sorts ; 
except  horse  and  cow-dung.  Sec.  which  are  gener^ly  too 
much  valued  to  be  so  appropriated.  These  are-formed 
into  cakes,  between  the  hands,  about  Ute  size  of  a  plate- 
These  oakes  while  moist,  are  stuck  up  t^inst  await  ex- 
posed to  the  sun,  where,  in  a  day  or  two,  they  beccme 
thoroughly  -dry,  and  make  excellent  fuel*  burning  like 
good  peats.  These  guttees,  as  they  are  called,  are  gene- 
rally prepared  by  the  tube's  wife,  and  stacked  for  culinary 
purposes. 

The  gardens  of  Europeans,  in  India,  are,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, laid  out  like  our  kitchen-gardens;  having  one 
main  walk,  with  a  few  ramifications  and  parallels.  These 
waUu  are  all  covered  with  soorhee,  or  brick-dust ;  though 
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where  gravel,  or  rather  shingle,  can  be  fonnd,  it  is  gene- 
rally preferred.  The  whole  area  is  iateraected  by  little 
earthen  channels,  eometimes  lined  with  semicircular 
Ules,  whereby  water  is  easily  conreyed  to  every  part. 
The  peculiar  gratification  to  the  eye,  and  indeed  to  the 
feelings,  fit>m  the  proximity  of  perpetual  verdure,  in  a 
country  where,  for  months  together,  a  green  spot  is 
scarcely  seen,  induces  most  persons,  when  laying  down 
a  garden,  to  appropriate  a  piece  of  ground  in  view  from 
the  house  for  a  grass-plot.  This  is  refreshed,  every 
third  or  fourtb  day,  by  laying  on  water  from  the  well, 
which  is  always  made  on  some  more  elevated  spot,  to 
command  every  part  tO'  which  the  irrigation  extends. 
The  doob  is  the  grass  invariably  selected ;  though  its 
numerous  seeds,  as  welt  as  the  cool  shelter  it  affords, 
attract  ants  in  great  numbers,  and  of  various  colours 
and  sizes,  which  are  a  perfect  nuisance  throughout  the 
East.  Gentlem«n  who  rear  turkeys  find,  from  experience, 
tfaat  few  can  be  brought  up  except  where  such  grass-plots 
exist,  and  where  shade  and  water  are  at  hand. 

Most  of  our  garden  esculents  thrive  in  India ;  cabbages, 
canlifiowers,  lettuces,  celery,  beets,  carrots,  turnips,  peas, 
cucumbers,  French  beans,  radishes,  potatoes,  &c  are  cul- 
tivated in  abundance ;  together  with  capsicums,  love- 
apples,  egg-plants,  gourds  of  various  kinds,  calavanses, 
yams,  sweet  potatoes,  and  hundreds  of  the  indigenons 
tribe.  The  common  fruits  are  guavas,  peaches,  necta- 
rines, grapes,  a  few  apples,  but  no  pears,  melons  of 
various  sorts,  pine-apples,  mangoes,  oranges,  citrons, 
limes,  pomegranates,  byres  of  a  very  large  kind,  comrin- 
gahs,  (or  winged  apples,)  currindahs,  and,  in  general, 
most  of  the  tropical  fruits.  Within  the  last  twenty  years, 
very  considerable  additions  have  been  made  by  the  intro- 
duction of  various  trees,    and  also   of  gardeners,  from 


:dbvGoogIe 


146  EAST    INDIA    VADC-UECUU. 

Ghioa.  The  former  hare  ihriraD  adminbly;  wtile  to  the 
Utter  we  an  indebted  for  maay  vHluable  practices,  con^ 
moD  to  that  industrioiw  people,  and  which  promiae  to  con- 
tiibnte  greatiy  to  tlie  perfection  of  Asiatic  horticulture. 

The  best  of  maleet  cannot  be  ranked  with  the  least 
capable  of  the  Chinese  gardeners ;  though  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  thiat  they  possess  many  strong  recommendations  ; 
and  are  not  a  little  prond  of  any  improTemeots,  or  noT^ 
ties,  committed  to  their  management.  In  the  art  of  irri- 
gation  they  cannot  be  surpassed.  That  indispeDSable 
operation  is  performed,  in  most  instances,  by  drawing 
water  from  a  narrow  well,  into  a  cistern,  or  hollow,  at  its 
edge ;  whence,  by  meanB  of  the  channels  before  described, 
each  bed  receives  the  necessary  supply  of  moisture.  A 
pair  of  very  email  oxen,  worth  about  twelve  or  Jideen 
shillings  each,  suffice  to  draw  np  a  moot,  or  leather  bag, 
containing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  gallons. 

In  general,  a  smalt  hut  is  erected  in  the  garden  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  make  ;  most  of  whose  operations 
are  performed  after  sunset :  especiaUy  that  of  laying  on 
water,  and  the  setting  of  plants.  Rat-catching  is  also  an 
object  of  importance,  and  most  successfully  followed  by 
moonlight ;  when  those  large  black  rats,  called  bandj/coot*, 
equalling  most  cats  in  bulk,  are  often  speared,  as  they 
ramble  among  the  cucumber  and  melon  beds,  wherein  they 
make  prodigious  havoc.  Nor  is  there  any  deficiency  of 
rats  of  other  sorts  or  sizes ;  they  are  to  be  found  both  in 
immense  numbers,  and  in  every  variety;  but  the  laive 
Norway  rat  is  most  abundant.  Moles  are  unknown  in 
this  country :  most  probably  the  soil  does  not  suit;  as  it 
becomes  sohard  and  dry  during  the  hot  season. 
'  The  Ab-dar,  or  water-cooler,  is  scarcely  less  indis- 
pensable than  the  cook ;  for,  without  the  exercise  of  his 
art,  the  delicacies  of  the  table  would  be  of  no  value.   Hot 
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wine  and  hot  water  in  by  ilo  meabs  acceptable  to  th<»« 
who  JDhale  so  rarelied  an  fltmodphete,  and  who  gribeMttly 
prefer  such  made  dishes  as  abound  in  spice.  It  ii  true, 
that  Bometimes  a  kkidmvtgar,  or  a  beared,  may  be  fbubtl 
capable  of  cooling  tiqaors  nearly  As  Welt  as  ab^Atn  ct 
the  lower  class ;  but  such  are  rare,  and  cannot  blWayfl  6^ 
depended  On.  Yet  the  success  of  even  the  best  qualiAed 
ab-dar  must  not  be  attributed  to  any  chemical  know- 
ledge, or  to  much  comprehension  o^  the  madner,  or  mo'- 
ment,  in  which  the  rbfrigeratioa  takes  plact.  They  aM 
all  mere  imitators,  and  by  keeping  within  certtiin  pateU 
lels,  wide  Enough  asunder,  they  hit  upon  thei^  object ; 
though  not  without  much  loss  of  time  and  mat«riala. 

The  apparatus  of  an  ab-dar  consists  of  a  large  peWter 
bason,  nearly  half  an  inch  thick,  and  in  form  not  tinlilte 
a  very  thick  Cheshire  cheese,  of  #hich  th«  edges  are 
founded.  At  the  top  is  fl  circular  aperture,  about  a- foot 
in  diameter,  for  the  introduction  of  twd  peWtef  flasks, 
(each  containing  about  a  pint  and  a  half,)  Of  a  spheHcftl 
fbrm,  with  long  narrow  necks,  nearly  cyUfidrictll,  about 
ten  inches  long,  and  fitted  Writh  caps  of  the  same  metal, 
that  come  down  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  every  Whet« 
close.  This  gretit  bason  is  called  a  taus,  and  the  flasks 
are  called  tooriet.  To  cool  water,  about  a  gallon  is  put 
into  the  taus,  which  is  sloped  by  means  of  a  small  wooden 
frame,  made  for  the  purpose,  or  a  few  bricks,  &c.:  a 
handful  or  two  of  saltpetre  is  then  put  in,  and  the  iotmeSj 
being  filled  about  two  thirds  with  the  water,  are  moved 
about  in  the  tarn,  one  irt  each  hand,  while  tha  sal^etfe 
is  dissolving,  which  it  usually  does  in  two  or  thre*  mi- 
nutes. The  aeories  are  then  laid  at  rest ;  their  neck&  plxi- 
jecting  out  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  aperture,  the  sphel« 
part  being  immersed,  and  a  wet  cloth  laid  oret*  the  whdie 
of  the  opening.  Thus  the  intense  cold,  generated  by  the 
1.2 
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•olntioQ,  acts  upon  the  water  witbin  the  looria  ;  so  effec- 
-  tualLy  indeed,  in  many  instances,  as  to  be  nnpleasantly 
condensed.  Cracking  of  glosses  is  extremely  common, 
for  being  somewhat  heated  by  the  atmosphere,  when  the 
cold  water  is  suddenly  poured  in,  nine  in  ten,  ho  acted 
upon,  wtll  fly.  Wine  is  always  cooled  in  the  common 
glass  bottle  wherein  it  is  drawn  from  the  cask,  and  when 
taken  from  the  tata,  which  may  be  in  about  five  minutes 
after  being  left  at  rest,  is  covered  with  a  petticoat  made  of 
karwah,  or  other  cloth,  well  wetted.  The  bottle  is  then 
placed  on  the  table,  in  a  stand  made  of  turned  wood,  to 
receive  the  drippings,  and  usually  stopped  with  a  eilver- 
mounted  cork.  Decanters  are  rarely  used  in  India ;  for, 
besides  being  extremely  subject  to  crack,  wine  does  not 
keep  so  cool  in  them  as  in  common  glass  bottles. 

The  dress  of  the  ab-dar  generally  resembles  that  of  the 
JbUtftnttf^ar,  and  his  wages  are  like  those  of  the  superior 
classea  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  has,  generally,  some 
perquisites,  such  as  charging  for  more  saltpetre  than  is 
used,  and  disposing  of  the  saltpetre  water ;  which,  in 
Calcutta  and  many  other  places,  is  cuefolly  preserved 
in  large  jars,  to  be  sold  to  those  who  boil  it,  to  produce 
nitre  in  a  more  puri6ed  state.  Ab-dan  should  not  be 
allowed  to  cool  water  within  the  house,  as  the  saltpetre 
greatly  injures  the  walls,  from  which  it  can  never  be  ex- 
tracted. 

Wherever  a  gentleman  dines,  his  ab-dar  attends  in 
time  to  Jbave  water  cooled  as  the  dinner  is  served  up.  For 
a  large  party,  it  is  curious  to  see  perhaps  two  dozen  of 
these  servants  labouring  at  tbeir  profession,  under  the 
shade  of  the  house,  and  making  a  noise  not  unlike  the 
quick  motioD  of  a  stone-saw.  Custom  makes  it  pass  un- 
heeded, unless  so  as  to  anticipate  a  cool  draught.  As 
W^ter  is  the  common  beverage,  and  as  the  smallest  hole 
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-in  the  bottom  of  a  sociri>  utterly  spoils  it,  the  defect  must 
be  well  closed  with  solder.  AH  the  wioe  used  at  the 
table  is  cooled  by  the  host's  own  servant ;  unless  some 
very  noted  ah^r  be  in  attendance,  who  is  often  asked 
and  easily  persuaded  to  exert  bis  skill. 

The  Compadore,  or  KunA-burdar,  or  Butkr-konnah- 
dfitar,  are  all  designations  for  the  same  servant,  who  acts 
as  purveyor,  sometimes  under  the  orders  of  the  master, 
but  oftener  of  the  khamaman,  who  never  fails  to  share  the 
profits  made'  by  over-charges,  and  by  the  duitooree,  (or 
customary  gift,)  from  the  venders  of  all  articles  for  do- 
mestic consumption.  This  servant  may  be  considered  as 
appertaining  to  the  order  of  sirkara,  of  which  he  should 
possess  all  the  cunning,  the  smooth  tongue,  the  audacious 
and  persevering  effrontery,  when  maintaining  a  palpable 
falsehood,  with  obsequiouBness  to  conciliate  his  master, 
and  make  him  believe  it.  Without  these,  the  compadore 
can  never  thrive.  His  pay  iv  generally  about  four,  or  at 
the  utmost  five  rapees  per  month ;  but  that  is  compara- 
tively no  object,  in  a  family  where  some  hundreds  are 
.  spent  in  housekeeping.  To  aid  the  deception,  be  inva- 
riably dresses  so  meanly,  as  to  claim  commiseration  for 
his  apparent  poverty ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  pro- 
bably contrives  to  retain,  one  way  or  other,  about  an 
eighth  part  of  the  money  intrusted  to  his  disbursement. 
The  khamaman  ustially  enquires,  during  the  evening,  what 
will  be  required  in  the  calinary  department  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day :  if  the  family  dine  abroad,  no  directions  are 
necessary ;  otherwise,  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl  must  be  pui^ 
chased.  Between  daylight  and  sunrise,  after  which  all 
the  prime  articles  in  the  market  will  have  disappeared, 
ihe  compadore  proceeds,  attended  by  one  or  twounder- 
servants,  (muskuulckeet,khulasees,  8ic.)  to  purchasethe  re- 
quired articles.    No  time  most  be  lost  in  returning  home. 
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at  \t9Bt  during  the  hot  moaths ;  for  such  ii  the  lapict  pro- 
gress towards  putrcfaetjon,  that  t«b1,  killed  after  mid- 
eight,  has  become  periectly  offeimiTe  in  ten  hours,  afirr 
ev^  possible  precaution  to  keep  it  cool. 

A  con^padore  must,  of  oecesBity,  be  a  good  accountant, 
like  the  tirkar,  he  19  well  rersed  in  fracttofu,  and  will 
covpvte  down  to  a  single  gvndah  of  coipries,  (t.  c.  four 
^ieekafmxr'a  teak.)  This  nitnuteneas  passes  for  hooeaty 
with  many ;  who  either  put  those  v«ry  smsU  parts  out  of 
the  question,  or  satisfy  themselTeB  that  the  account*  ve 
correctly  taken,  without  even  examining  their  contents. 
Eveiy  charge  committed  to  paper,  thus  becomes  sanc- 
tioned; therefore  the  cfumpadore  is  anxious  to  have  his 
items  noted,  that  they  may  be  beyond  the  probability,  if 
not  the  possibility,  of  refutation.  Not  a  cotme  can  be 
expended  without  the  compadore'$  knowledge.  Under  the 
pleft  of  fidelity  to  hia  em[^oyer,  he  iotists  upon  beit^ 
privy  to  every  disbursement ;  never  foiling  to  commend 
his  own  vigilance,  and  strictly  attending  every  morning, 
with  bis  hands  full  of  papers,  and  his  ink-pot,  Gtc.,  in 
reaidinees  to  give  a  detail  of  the  expenses  of  the  preceding 
day;  though  he  perfectly  knows  that  detail  is  never 
regarded. 

The  Hwkaru  was  formerly  a  servant  used  solely  for 
carrying  expresses,  or  9uch  letters,  measag^s,  &c.  as  were 
to  be  sent  beyond  the  circle  of  ordinary,  ot  daily,  com- 
munication: he  was,  indeed,  what  is  now  commonly 
called  a  co»si4.  We  have  retained,  however,  the  designa- 
tioq  of  dawh'burlutTVs  for  those  who  convey  the  dawkt, 
or  posts.  In  every  other  instance,  the  duty  of  the  hurk- 
aru,  as  an  attendant  upon  &  gentleman  in  office,  8tc.  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  peon,  or  piyadu,  or  running  footmaB* 
His  pay  is  generally  the  same,  but  the  former  ixsnally 
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bears  a  lacquered  waUting-stick,  armed  at  its  extremity 
with  a  square  spike,  the  ferule  of  which  is  ornamented 
with  dai^-ooloored  fringe  or  tassels.  This  stick  is  cai^ 
lied  orer  the  sboalder,  and  is  the  only  distinction  between 
the  hurkaru  and  the  peon :  but,  though  the  latter  has  no 
saeh  iflBignia,  he  frequently  claims  precedence,  causing 
the  hirkaru  to  precede  him  in  the  ratinoe,  while  attending 
their  employer''s  palanquin. 

Both  these  servants.  Whose  capacities  are  now  perfectly 
blended,  receive,  when  serving  Europeans,  firom  four  to 
five  rupees  monthly.  In  every  respect,  beyond  the  fore- 
going exceptions,  they  dress  like  kkidimitgart,  hut  gene- 
rally with  turbans  and  eummer-bmtds  of  the  same  colour, 
as  a  livery ; '  and  when  in  the  employ  of  great  merchants, 
agents,  and  especially  the  principal  ofUcera  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  wear  belts  of  coloured  broad-cloth,  with  metal 
breast-plates ;  bearing  either  the  initials  or  the  arms  of 
their  employers,  or  inscriptions  stating  the  offices  to 
which  they  appertain.  The  generality  of  such  inscriptions 
have  the  English  designation  in  the  centre,  with  a  traoala- 
tion  in  Persian,  or  Bengallee,  (perhaps  both,)  around,  on 
the  margin,  or  nee  vertA. 

Many  most  extraordinary  journeys  have  been  made  by 
herkarm ;  end  instances  have  been  adduced  of  their  tra- 
velling foil  ft  hundred  miles  in  the  fo«r  and  twenty  hours. 

The  Dujhtree,  or  office-keeper,  attends  solely  to  those 
general  matters  in  an  office  which  come  not  within  the 
notice  of  the  kraneta,  or  clerks ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
making  pens,  keeping  the  ink-stands  in  order,  ruling 
account-books,  and  perhaps  binding  them,  preparing  and 
trimming  the  lights,  setting  penknives,  together  with  a 
great  variety  of  triffing  services.  His  pay  is  from  fear  to 
six  mpees  monthly ;    though  a  very  few  recervs  more. 
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The  dress  depends  on  the  caa  of  tiie  indiridoftl:  if  a 
Moossulman,  it  correapondB,  in  some  measure,  with  that 
of  the  khidmatgar ;  but  if  a  Hindoo,  of  the  kraitte. 

The  Furrash,  or  furniture- keeper,  is  genendly  a  MooasnU 
man,  and  receives  about  four  or  five  rupees  monthly :  his 
dress  corresponding  with  that  of  a  first-rate  tmuhuulchee, 
or  an  inferior  khtdmutgar.  His  duty,  among  Europeans, 
consists  chiefly  in  cleaning  the  furniture,  putting  up,  or 
taking  down  beds,  (which,  in  India,  is  always  done  witl^ 
out  the  aid  of  a  carpenter,)  beating  carpets,  preparing 
and  trimming  the  lights,  opening  and  shutting  the  doors 
for  guests,  handing  chairs,  setting  tables  for  meals,  with 
ft  variety  of  minntjce  of  a  similar  description.  Among 
the  natives,  the  office  comprehends  far  more  laborious 
employments,  such  as  the  arrangement  of  tents ;  in  which 
they  aid  the  kkulaseen,  or  tent-men,  reserving  to  theu- 
selves  whatever  relates  to  the  interior.  According  to  Abu 
Fazil,  who  describes  the  establisbment  of  the  Emperor - 
Ahber,  that  monarch  retained  no  less  than  one  thousand 
Jiirrathei,  to  attend  his  encampments,  or  parties  of  plea- 
sure. These,  however  numerous,  were  fully  employed ; 
for  "  the  equipage,  on  such  occasiooB,  consisted  of  1000 
elephants,  500  camels,  400  carts,  and  1000  men,  escorted 
by  500  cavalry.  There  were  employed  in  this  service 
lOOOfurrashei,  500  pioneers,  100  water-carriers,  50  carpen- 
tera,  50  tent-makers,  50  link-men,  30  workers  in  leather, 
and  150  sweepers."  The  number  of  large  tents  was  so 
prodigious,  that  the  roy^l  precinct  was  enclosed  by  konauU 
(walls  of  doth)  eight  feet  high ;  and,  in  the  whole,  nearly 
two  miles  in  length.  Such  a  display  in  this  country, 
would  attract  half  the  population  to  witness  it 

The  Mihtur,  or  sweeper,  is  the  lowest  menial  in  every 
family ;  and  his  east  is  bdd  in  execration,  on  account  of 
the  filthiness  of  his  occupations.    There  are,  nevertbeless, 
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varioQB  classes,  eren  among  these  abhorred  people ;  of 
which  the  hullakore  are  the  lowest,  while  the  loU-baygia 
assume  the  upper  mnk  of  infamy.  But,  howerer  much 
these  may  arrogate  to  themselres  from  such  distinctions 
of  cast,  all  are  considered,  by  both  Hindoos  and  Moossul- 
mans,  as  alike  impure,  and  pullutiug  whatever  they 
touch.  Hence  it  would  be  considered  the  height  of  dis- 
respect were  a  mihtur,  in  the  service  of  a  native  genUe- 
moD,  to  handle  any  part  of  his  master's  raiment,  or  to 
step  on  the  carpet  intended  for  his  master's  seat  To 
touch  his  cooking  uteosiUt  &c.  would  be  an  unpardon- 
able offence,  and  subject  the  delinquent  both  to  private 
and  public  castjgation. 

Hair,  or  birch,  brooms  are  never  seen  in  India.  The 
instrument  for  sweeping,  called  a  jarroo,  is  made  of  bam- 
boo, split  to  the  uze  of  a  wheat  straw,  about  thirty  inches 
long,  and  tied  together,  very  firmly,  for  about  six  or  eight 
inches  at  one  end ;  formiug  a  bundle  of  about  two  inches 
and  a  half  in  diameter.  This  instrument  is  furnished  by 
the  mihtvr,  who  generally  receives  three,  or  sometimes 
four  rupees  monthly.  His  dress  corresponds  in  general 
with  that  of  a  decent  cooly^  ^or  labourer ;)  but  some  pride 
themselves  in  wearing  a  short  coortah. 

The  mihtuT  is  generally  at  little  expense  for  provisions, 
as  he  is  the  only  servant  whose  tenets  allow  him  to  par- 
take of  what  has  been  served  up  at  the  table  of  any  per- 
Boo,  whether  European  or  native,  not  of  his  own  sect.  In 
this  privilege  the  mihturanee,  or  female  sweeper,  whose 
duties  are  exactly  the  same,  but  usually  confined  to  the 
women's  apartments,  must  be  included.  The  latter  it, 
howerer,  in  general  far  more  sober,  cleanly,  and  dainty, 
than  the  male  sweeper.  When  a  dog  is  "kept  where  there 
is  no  occasion  to  retain  a  profesaed  dorit/a,  or  dog-keeper, 
the  mhtur  is  expected  to  dress  its  victoals,  and  to  supply  it 
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with  each  refnu  from  the  table,  as  he  may  not  deem 
worthy  of  his  own  acoeptance. 

The  Dimjfa,  though  properly  an  out-door  Krvant,  re- 
Biding  at  the  doriya-konnah,  or  kennel,  OGcasionally  offi- 
ciates aa  mihtur,  performing  all  the  duties  of  that  menial ; 
but  tfaia  is  rarely  done  with  goodwill;  doriyat,  though 
of  a  catt  held  equally  in  abomination  with  the  ordinaty 
sweepar,  by  persons  of  a  different  persuasion,  invariably 
CODsideritig  themselTes  as  fdr  superior.  Though  confined 
to  one  occupation,  in  general,  a  doriya  can  hare  very 
little  knowledge  of  its  duties,  beyond  the  mere  mechani- 
cal routine  of  dreesiog  rice  and  meat  for  the  dogs,  and 
taking  them  out  for  an  airing.  He  is  usually  provided 
with  a  short  whip,  consisting  of  a  thong  or  two  of  raw 
hide  fastened  to  a  piece  of  small  bamboo ;  with  this  he 
corrocta  the  animals,  whose  number  varies  accorcKng  to 
their  rize.  Thus,  a  brace  of  grieyhotinda,  or  at  the  most 
a  leash,  are  considered  as  many  as  a  doriya  should  lead 
out ;  while  of  small  dogs,  he  is  commonly  surrounded  by 
seven  or  eight.  Each  dog  has  a  collar,  to  which  a  strong 
metal  ring  is  very  firmly  sewed.  To  this  is  fastened  a 
piece  of  stout  cord,  the  other  end  of  which  is  looped,  so 
as  to  pass  over  the  doriyaU  hand,  and  to  be  twisted 
round  his  wrist ;  the  whole  number  are  generally  led  by 
the  left  hand,  tbe  right  exercising  the  whip.  The  dress 
of  this  servant  and  hia  pay  mostly  resemble  that  of  tbe 
muthuulchee. 

The  manner  of  preparing  victuals  for  dogs  is  simple. 
Tbe  doriya  provides  a  large  earthen  pot,  proportioned 
to  the  quantity  of  provision  to  be  boiled,  into  which  he 
puts  meat,  cut  very  small,  rice,  turmeric  reduced  to  a 
pulp,  glue,  or  granulated  butter,  salt,  and  abnndanca  of 
water.  Tbe  pot  is  placed  on  aehoolah,  or  stove,  and  the 
ingredients  stirred  till  they  are  sufficiently  boiled,  when 
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the  water  )■  drainecl  off  into  a  vewel.  aad  tbe  more  solid 
contents  «re  Sf}i:«ad  upon  a  mat  to  cool.  Each  dog  istied 
to  a  Bepante  picket,  always  ia  tbe^  grousd  for  that  par* 
poae ;  BO  that  he  cannot  quarrel  vith  hia  neighbours.  Old 
eaitben  vessels,  every  where  abonndiog,  are  collected  to 
reoeive  each  dc^^s  mess :  the  meat  sod  rice  being  first  di- 
vided aowing  them,  according  to  balk,  and  afterwnds  the 
gravy.  Each  then  receives  his  portion;  exhibiting,  by 
votaferatioD  and  greediuess,  hov  eager  he  is  to  obtain  bis 
meal.  In  this  manoer  dogs  are  uauslly  fed,  nij^t  and 
morning. 

ThebBsiness  ofaJi[Atifa«eiH,prCperly  speaking,  confined 
either  to  the  arrangement  of  camp  equipage,  or  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  sails  and  raging  <m  board  a  burrow,  la 
the  former,  he  must  be  able  to  set  up  tents  of  every  'de- 
scription; to  pack  and  unpack;  to  load  and  unload;  to 
make  tent-pios ;  to  sew  the  taut,  (or  canvass  begs,)  in 
which  each  part  of  a  tent  is  generally  enclosed,  when  cm 
tiie  elephant,  camel,  bullock,  or  cert,  by  which  it  ia  con- 
veyed ;  to  handle  a  phourah,  or  mattock,  to  level  the  inte< 
rior;  and,  in  short,  to  complete  the  whole  preparation 
within  and  without 

Many  khutaieea  are  eitremely  expert  in  all  these  duties, 
and  are,  besides,  excellent  domestics  ;  not  hesitating  to 
perform  a  variety  of  services  about  a  house,  sudh  as  swing., 
ing  the  punkah,  (or  great  fau,)  suspended  in  most  dining- 
balls.  rattaning  the  bottotns  of  chairs,  helping  to  arrange 
and  to  clear  furniture,  and  doing  besides  tbe  duties  of 
inrkuras,  or  peotu.  This  variety  of  talent,  no  doubt,  ren- 
den  the  khulaset  a  most  useful  servant :  hence  more  are 
now  retained  than  formerly. 

As  a  poblic  servant,  wbeth»  attached  to  the  train  of 
artUlery,  or  to  a  quatter.^naster*s  establishment,  his  merits 
ue  equally  known.     In  the  former  be  is  enrolled  in  «ome 
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company,  where  rank  may  be  obtained  by  coatinoed  good 
conduct.  Though  in  a  private  capacity  he  rarely  receives 
more  than  fire  rupees,  in  the  latter  instance,  his  average 
pay  is  six;  which,  with  the  chance  of  promotion  to  the 
■evenl  renke  of  cossob,  tindal,  and  terang,  with  encrease  of 
wages  at  each  gmdation,  is  considerable.  His  duty  in  the 
artillery  is,  however,  by  no  means  trifling.  During  the 
whole  day  he  is  employed  generally  in  the  arsenal,  or  ihe 
store-room,  or  the  artillery  shed  ;  or,  eventually,  in  draw- 
ing timbers,  cannon,  &c.  on  transport-carriagea ;  mount- 
ing  or  dismoanting  great  guns,  cleaning  arms,  working 
in  the  laboratory,  piling  or  serving  out  ^ot,  with  nn- 
meroua  el  cetera  in  the  various  branches  of  that  deparU 
ment  Whether  attached  to  the  train,  or  serving  with  a 
regiment  of  infantry  or  cavalry,  the  kkualaaet,  (or,  aa  he 
is  often  termed  while  in  the  public  service,  the  Itacar,) 
must  be  adroit  in  whatever  respects  camp^quipage, 
making  np  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  sorting  stores,  pack- 
ing, loading,  serving,  uid  drawing  field-pieces,  limber- 
ing, yoking  the  cattle,  marking  out  lines  for  a  camp; 
and,  in  short,  in  whatever  relates  either  to  the  ordnance, 
or  to  the  quarter-master's  duties.  All  attached  to  these 
services  are  clothed  in  woollens  of  English  manufactnre : 
tiiose  in  the  artillery  wearing  blue  jackets  with  red  trim- 
mings, and  such  as  are  attached  to  regiments  of  cavalry 
or  in&ntry,  sncb  colours  as  assimilate  with  the  dress  of 
the  corps  respectively ;  unless  when  a  quantity  of  any 
particular  colour  is  on  band  in  the  Company''e  stores; 
when  it  is  disposed  of  by  varying  the  dress  of  regiment^ 
lascars,  pro  tempore,  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

The  whole  of  the  khualasea  wear  blue  turbans,  of  rather 
a  flat  form,  having  on  their  edges  a  red  tape,  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  breadth  ;  which  greatly  relieves  the 
sombre  appearance  of  tb^r  jackets. 
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The  kkuoiaaees  on  board  bu^roua,  which  are  geoerelly  of 
^e  pinoace  or  keeled  kiod,  are  nearly  on  a  footing  with 
those  retained  by  iodiTiduals  ;  allowing  for  a  certain  imi- 
tation of  the  public  servant,  and  a  smattering  in  what  re- 
lates to  the  management  of  sails.  This  class  is  by  no 
means  numerous,  being  confined  entirely  to  the  aquatic 
equipages  of  great  men.  One  of  this  description  is  by  no 
means  flattered  when  directed  to  handle  an  oar  on  board 
the  fmt^row,  though  he  prides  himself  in  rowing  a  jolly- 
boat  funiiBhed  with  oars  on  the  European  plan. 

The Manfy,  Goleeah,a.nd Datufy,  are  the  steersman, bow- 
man, and  common  rower  in  a  boat  respectively.  A  gen- 
tleman who  keeps  a  boat,  must  always  retain  the  two 
first,  and  if  it  is  constantly  employed,  the  last  also;  or 
he  may  generally,  by  previous  notice,  obtain  a  ctew  of 
t^ka-dandiet,  that  is,  job  watermen,  at  any  of  the  ghatUi 
or  wharfs  along  the  river.  The  mar^y  is  usually  paid  from 
five  to  seven  rupees  monthly ;  the  goUeahy  from  four  to 
five ;  and  the  danAf,  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  and  a 
half,  or  even  four;  all  according  to  the  kind  of  boat,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  employer.  There  is  no  established 
dresa  for  either  of  Uie  above  classes ;  though  the  manjy 
will,  in  general,  be  found  to  adopt  a  mixed  costome>  be- 
tween the  kkulaiee  and  the  muthuulckee.  HisbosineBS  is  to 
steer,  and  to  give  orders,  which  are  very  numerous  in 
rivers  perpetually  changing  their  direction.  Thus  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  to  see  a  burrow  boist  and  lower 
her  sails,  take  to  her  oars,  er  to  the  trackrope,  some 
scores  of  times  during  the  course  of  a  day's  progress,  jost 
as  the  localities  may  render  it  necessary.  Whatever  au. 
thority  be  vested  in  a  manjy,  it  is  rare  to  see  him  able  to 
enforce  bis  orders :  each  of  tbe  crew  has  an  opinion  of 
bis  own,  and  knowing  that  his  services  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  be  will  in  most  cawt  adhere  to  his  way 
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of  thiaking,  titl  paemptoiily  compelled,  by  the  nlaeter's 
interfereooe,  to  Bubroit  to  orders,  ot  orercoiiie  by  abiolute 

The  Goleeah  hu  paiticultr  charge  of  the  bow,  where 
he  either  rows  the  foremost  oar,  or  ttieps  the  boat  from 
ramiiDg  agtinat  the  bank,  or  upon  flhoala,  by  means  of 
a  luggy,  or  bamboo  pole  tiitity  feet  or  more  ia  lengdl ; 
fint  oaating  it  oat  in  the  proper  direction,  and  then  lap- 
ping it  rouad  several  times  with  the  end  of  a  fltrong  tail- 
strap,  fastened  to  a  ring  On  the  forecastle,  so  as  to  pre- 
TCnt  the  pole  from  returmng. 

Those  who  have  not  witoessed  die  dexterity  of  these 
people,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they  recover  their 
polea^  no  as  to  make  repeated  resistances  in  dangerous 
sitnations,  can  form  no  idea  of  the  strength,  activity,  and 
jadgment  necessary  to  qualt^  a  man  for  this  arduous 
^tnatioQ.  Often  die  fhte  of  a  boat  depends  on  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  goleeah't  throw;  especially  under  a  cutchar, 
or  sand-banh,  perhaps  twenty  feet  or  more  in  height, 
where  a  strong  current  has  cut  away  the  foundation,  oc- 
eaeioniog  immense  bodies  of  the  soil  to  &11  in,  attended 
by  a  noise  like  thunder.  One  of  these  falling  upon  a 
boat  must  sink  her,  as  experience  baa  too  often  proved. 
The  very  swell  occasioned  by  the  fall  of  such  ponderous 
and  bulky  rubbish,  amounting  perhaps  to  fifty  or  sixty 
loads,  is  sufficient  to  sink  the  smaller  vessels.  Fortu- 
nately, the  cutchan  in  general  subside,  as  it  were,  per- 
pendicularly, without  casting  outwards,  otherwise  no  ves- 
sels could  navigate  the  Ganges,  or  the  other  great  rivers 
at  certain  seasons,  especially  during  the  early  winter 
months,  when  the  cutchar$  are  high,  and  the  current  strong. 

The  Dand^  certainly  leads  as  hard  a  life  as  any  scaven- 
ger's cart-hone.     Let  us  imagine  the  effects,  even  upon 
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the  most  hardy  constitution,  of  exposure  to  all  weathers  j 
at  one  moment  under  a  bunting  luOj  or  aumbed  by  a  cold 
northerly  blast ;  by  turns  on  board  or  at  the  trackrope, 
mOTiog  at  a  slow  pace  against  a  rapid  current,  and  wad- 
iofC,  without  the  smallest  hesitationi  through  a  million  of 
puddles,  often  up  to  the  neck,  or  even  obliged  to  swim: 
the  footing  perhaps  ru^^ed,  or  along  a  heavy  sand,  or  a 
deep  mud  ;  and  the  path  lying  through  briars,  bordering 
steep  precipices  !  All  this  the  dandy  undergoes,  as  before 
specified,  for  wages  rarely  equal  bo  three-pence  daily.  It 
is  true,  he  scruples  not  to  participate  with  bis  companions 
the  produce  of  the  fields  he  passes  through,  together  with 
fire-wood,  and  occasionally  some  stray  poultry  or  a  kid. 
Mor  are  this  class,  which  consists  promtBcuously  of  Hin- 
doos and  Moosaulmaos,  very  nice  as  to  the  means  of  oIk 
taining  their  clothing.  Knowing  such  to  be  the  inva- 
riable disposition  of  dandUi,  the  European  naust  blame 
himself,  should  his  valnables  be  missing  in  consequence 
of  his  own  neglect,  or  an  ill-placed  confidence.  Hence 
it  is  advisable  never,  under  any  pretext,  to  allow  one  of 
the  crew  to  enter  the  cabin  of  a  badjroa,  tmless  attended 
by  a  servant ;  whose  whole  attention  should  be  directed 
to  the  prevention  of  theft.  Most  boats  are  baled  by 
means  of  a  skuttle  in  the  cabin :  this  affords  a  very  rea- 
sonable plea  for  entrance ;  but  too  much  caution  cannot 
be  used  during  Uiat  operation,  which  may  be  required 
from  two  to  fifty  times  within  the  t^veoty-four  hours,  ac- 
cording to  the  soundness  of  the  veiael's  bottom.  To 
describe  a  dandifs  dress  is  scarcely  practicable;  but  a 
tolerable  outline  was  given  when  treating  of  the  passage 
from  the  ship  at  Kedgeree  to  the  Presidency. 

The  Berriarah,  or  Gurrearah,  devotes  bis  life  to  toiding 
■heep  and  gofUs ;  and,  in  most  situations  beyond  the  me- 
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tropolis,  obtains  a  place  amoDg  the  serranta  attendant 
upon  the  out-door  concerns  of  a  &mily. 

"Sheep,"  says  Captain  WilliamBon^  "may  be  sonie- 
times  purchased  in  tolerable  good  condition,  especially 
daring  the  hot  season,  when  they  nibble  the  short  stems, 
and  eren  the  roots  of  the  finer  grasses:  yet  those  pro- 
curable in  the  villages,  are  usually  mere  skeletons,  and 
their  fa^  if  any,  is  of  a  bad  colour.  Gentlemen  are 
therefore  oUiged  to  keep  small  flocke,  perhaps  from 
-thirty  to  sixty,  according  to  the  average  expenditure; 
which,  among  officers  in  ^e  army,  may  amount  to  one 
sheep  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  The  meat  is  seldom  good, 
nor  the  animal  better  for  bis  keep,  till  put  up  for  three 
or  four  months.  The  most  approved  mode  of  fatting 
sheep,  is  to  have  about  a  dozen  oh  full  feed,  allowing 
as  much  gram  as  they  can  eat ;  which  is  about  two 
pounds  daily  for  each.  Another  dozen  should  be  upon 
half  feed,  having  an  allowance  of  very  fine  chaff  to  com- 
plete their  diet ;  or  perhaps  some  cut  grass,  such  as  is 
brought  in  for  horses.  All  these  twenty-four  sheep 
should  be  confined  in  an  area,  enclosed  either  by  mud 
walls,  or  by  railings  of  a  suitable  height ;  taking  care  to 
Mow  them  access  to  sweet  water,  and  to  salt,  of  which 
a  small  quantity  should  be  provided  in  a  flat  vessel. 
Thus  they  will  fatten  admirably  in  the  course  of  six  or 
seven  months ;  their  flesh  becoming  fine  grained,  juicy, 
and  high  flavoured.  Besides  these,  about  as  many  more, 
kept  on  a  small  allowance  of  gram,  should  be  suffered 
to  graze,  in  company  with  half  a  dozen  milch  goats  and 
their  kids,  under  charge  of  the  berriartih,  in  some  place 
remote  from  any  camp  or  town,  sc  as  to  insure  their 
feeding  dean ;  for  all  sheep,  especially  those  of  India, 
are  apt  to  feed  on  any  excrements  which  they  find  in 
their  way. 
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Within  the  last  twenty  years,  great  improrements  have 
taken  phice,  not  only,  in  rearing  sheep  for  domestic  ex- 
penditure, but  also  for  the  public  markets,  all  over  the 
conntry,  wherever  there  are  a  number  of  respectable 
Europeans  at  one  station.  The  great  evil  now  18  the 
over-feeding  butcher's  meat  by  private  fomilies,  whence 
it  is  often  too  fat  and  bilious  for  a  warm  climate. 

The  dress  of  the  btrriarah  is  usually  similar  to  that  of 
the  coo^;  with  the  addition  of  a  substantial  blanket,  on 
account  of  the  oppressive  heats  at  one  season,  the  heavy 
rains  at  another,  and  the  sharp  cold  during  three  months. 
This  blanket  is  generally  black,  the  ordinary  colour  of 
the  sheep.  In  the  hot  season,  it  serves  to  repel  the  heat ; 
during  the  rains,  to  keep  the  berriarah  dry ;  and  in  the 
winter,  to  keep  him  warm.  As  any  cross  folds,  or  pleats, 
would  rather  retain,  than  cast  off,  the  rain,  these  people 
have  an  effectual  mode  of  managing  the  blanket;  tying 
it  together  very  regularly,  after  puckering  the  longest 
side,  and  placing  that  part  over  their  beads.  Whatever 
jonoisture  may  lodge  within  the  short  pleats  above  the 
ligature,  cannot  sink  downwards,  if  it  he  pcoperly  made ; 
wMle  all  the  pleats  below  it,  being  in  a  perpendi- 
cular direction,  serve  as  channels,  to  carry  the  water 
downwards,  l^e  blanket,  indeed,  becomes  a  bell-tent, 
of  which  the  inhabitaot  is  himself  the  pole.  The  wages 
of  the  ^epherd  are  usually  from  three  and  a  half  to>  four 
rupees  monthly  ;  hut  some  gentlemen  regulate  them  by 
the  number  of  sheep  maintained.  This  by  no  means 
answers  their  expectations ;  for  if  the  number  be  great, 
one  or  two  deficiencies,  imputed  to  the  wolvea,  are  rarely 
nolii:ed ;  and  if  the  flock  be  small,  a  shepherd  is  tempted 
to  take  a  Au  sheep  to  his  own  use.  No  sheep  can  be 
fatted,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  under  four 
nipees,  equal  to  about  ten  shillings,  including  the  origi- 
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nal  price ;  which  has  riseo  of  late  yean  to  abogt  a  n^iee 
per  head,  for  snch  as  have  six  teeth.  All  below  that  age 
are  generally  rgected,  becauae  their  food  increasM  ^hmt 
growth  rather  than  their  flesh  ;  winch  is  setdoiD  of  a 
good  colour,  but  retains  a  certain  light  hoc,  like  very 
young  beef,  after  the  secood  year. 

The  wool  of  the  Bengal  sheep  is  coarse  and  laoik,  more 
resembling  dog's  hair  than  a  fleece,  and  by  no  bmods  ntlu- 
able  as  an  article  of  commeroe.  The  Datives  oaaDaTac- 
ture  it  into  puttoos,  a  very  heavy  close  kind  of  felt,  which 
stands  fproof  against  the  severest  weather,  and  may  be 
made  in  any  form.  Their  usual  shape  is  nearly  oonic&l, 
resembling  a  bell-tent,  with  a  rudely  worked  border  of 
some  colour  stro^ly  contrasting  with  the  body  of  tbe 
cloak.  Thus,  a  black  puttoo  would  have  a  white  pattern, 
and  a  white  puttoo  a  bla<^.  This  extremely  simple  mano- 
fectare  is  performed  by  means  of  a  carding  machine 
that  entangles  the  wool,  which  is  prevtoasly  mixed  in  a 
very  strong  lather  of  "soap. 

'*The  average  price  of  a  sheep  fit  for  fiitting,''  saya 
Captain  WilliamBOo,  "  is  about  a  rupee ;  but  that  price 
has  existed  only  for  about  twenty  years.  Before  that 
date,  the  common  valne  of  a  cotzrgt  {or  score)  was  from 
six  to  eight  rupees  ;  and  at  an  early  date,  a  mhar  to  a 
contractor  for  Europeaa  recruits,  has  hougtit  aevaral 
coarges  for  their  use,  at  thr^e,  and  three  and  a  half 
rupees.  Thus  six  i^beep  were  purchased  for  a  rapee, 
which,  in  British  currency,  would  be  ^nt-pemx  each. 
The  sheep  were  certainly  not  fiit;  being  driwn  into  t|^ 
camp  from  the  flocks  graiing  la  the  ac^acant  plaiaa, 
'  and,  in  general,  taken  without  mnch  aeleotion."  It  is 
probable  that  the  price  of  sheep  is  now  rather  on  the  io* 
crease  then  on  the  decline ;  and  when  they  were  nippoaed 
to  be  BO  very  cheap,  tbe  seller  must  have  belaie  him  only 
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H«b80n'»  choics.  He,  tJicrefon,  wintj  dfltembiad  t» 
aoc«pt  tbfl  giMitl  turn  of  fiv»>peDoe  per  head,  nitfaer  tbui 
have  them  taken  tnny  without  paynMSt  by  tbe  niibTC 
parreyor,  to  an  inMHttbJe  dctacdimaBt  of  Europaoa 
recruits. 

&o  asdacioM  are  tbievee  in  India,  that  they  have  bees 
known  to  come  into  a  cantoonw*  with  lighted  KoakuaU, 
in  inritatioD  of  a  marri^^e  procession,  or  of  a  rriigions 
ceremony,  and  thus  to  attack  a  treasary  where  a  atroag 
guard  was  posted.  They  likewise  crawl  about  in  dack 
nights,  so  as  to  be  mistaken  for  dogs,  or  otbe«  small  ani- 
mals; thus  graduaUy  lalling  the  vigilsnee  of  a  sentry, 
and  making  tJMiv  way  to  the  intertor.  They  eil  their 
bodies,  and  (has  render  it  scarcely  paewbl*  to  ntain  a 
bold  of  tbem ;  and  an  armed  with  a  smaU  sliaqi  IuuIb, 
always  carried  in  a  girdle,  which  consists  only  of  a  stout 
piece  of  twine  carried  roDod  the  waist,  sopportiiig  a  vary 
narrow  hmg9oty,  or  clout,  passing  between  the  legs. 

When  travelling  through  any  fart  of  the  Company's 
tcshtoiiesr  it  is  proper  to  reqairc  c/ambeedan  (wat^mea) 
firoR  1^  viUa^B  ia  the  vidnity  of  ths  eneampment ; 
otherwise  «  robbery  may  be  espeoted,  witboui  the  moit 
distant  ehanoe  ei  recovenng  the  property,  or  of  tracing 
die  thieves.  Nor  should  such  chuokeedan  be  sent  snray 
withoat  a  payment  to  tmA,  o(  two  annas,  equal  to  tuaaHy 
torn  pence;  leSt  intelligence  of  the  aeopayment  shoold 
be  conveyed  to  the  next  halting-place,  and  im  ehntketdgr 
be  forlbcoming;  nnless,  indeed,  one  of  the  collector^ 
peons  be  in  Ae  company,  or  bis  order  be  sent  to  the  inha- 
bitants to  provide  whatever  may  be  wanting.  The  raa^ 
must  not  imagine  himself  in  England,  but  in  a  eoniilr^' 
wbcr«  there  is  no  public  place  ef  acoomaedMion,  no 
ralay  ef  horses,  no  public  coaveyatMtfl^  and  parfaapa  no' 
ether  Earopean  wiMn  aceres  of  miles.  His  fancy  >uy 
m2 
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picture  to  him  the  variety  of  preparations  neceeaaiy  be- 
fore a  party,  much  more  a  single  gentleman,  aets  out  for 
the  purpose  of  sporUng,  or  of  repairing  to  aome  distant 
station.  He  will  then  see  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
local  customs,  as  well  as  employing  every  means  that 
prudence  can  devise ;  observing  particularly,  that  when 
he  would  bestow  a  gratuity  upon  any  villager,  &C.  for  pro- 
visions, or  services,  he  should  never  fail  to  pay  it  himself: 
otherwise,  the  servants  will  diminish,  if  not  altogether 
withhold,,  the  donation. 

From  the  great  number  of  servants  sleeping  within  the 
honaea  at*  Calcutta,  and  each  dwelling  having  a  separate 
gateway,  where  a  durwan  (or  porter)  constantly  attends, 
as  well  as  owing  to  the  great  number  ofchiokeei,  or  patrole 
stations  every  where  to  be  seen,  few  chuokudars  are 
employed  there,  except  by  merchaQta  who  have  ware- 
houses full  of  valuable  commoditiest  or  thn^s  (bankers) 
residing  in  that  part  of  the  town  inhabited  priocipelly  by 
natives.  At  the  baugeetiahs,  or  garden-houses,  which 
generally  stand,  like  our  farm-bouaes,  at  aome  distance 
from  other  dwellings,  chuokadan  are  indi^nsable. 
Within  the  Company's  provinces  no  head  cAuokeedan  are 
to  be  seen ;  and,  generally  speaking,  there  is  no  ostensible 
person  who  comes  forward  to  guarante?  the  safety  of 
goods  under  chaise  of  a  chuokeedar;  though,  when  this 
most  desirable  assurance  is  wanting,  the  greatest  vigilance 
is  sometimes  inadequate  to  the  prevention  of  theft.  It  is 
not  very  easy  to  defeat  the  machinations  of  a  most  expert 
banditti,  in  a  country  where  it  is  necessary,  to  prevent 
suffocation,  to  throw  open  every  door  and  window  during 
the  night. 

A  Durmm,  or  porter,  has  been  described  as  stationed 
at  the  gate  of  entrance  into  that  area,  (called  the  com- 
pound,)  within  which  mdst  houses  in  Calcutta  are  situated. 
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This  Bervant  usually  receives  from  four  to  five  rupees 
monthly,  and  generally  dresses  little  better  than  a  eooly. 
Soon  as  a  palanquin  enters  the  gate,  the  durwan  vocife- 
rates lustily  that  a  visitor  approaches  ;  when  immediately 
some  other  servant,  such  as  a  peon  or  hurkant,  runs  to 
enquire  the  name,  8c«.  which  is  immediately  aDDOtinced  to, 
the  master  or  misbresB.  • 

The  dunean  has  a  small  lodge  near  the  portal,  where 
he  is  in  constant  attendance  day  and  night.  When  the 
fatnily  have  retired  to  rest,  be  shuts  and  secures  the  gates. 
It  was  formerly  an  invariable  rule  to  close  them  daring 
meals,  till  the  head  servant  gave  notice  that  all  the  plate» 
i(G.  were  safe.  This  custom  operated,  no  doubt,  as  a  check 
upon  many,  who,  but  for  such  a  restriction,  would  have 
purloined  some  valuable  article  of  a  portable  description. 

The  Cahmr,  or  palanquin-hear^,  is  a  servant  of  peculiar 
atility,  in  a  country  where,  for  four, months,  the  intense 
heat  precludes  Europeans  from  taking  much  exercised 
During  a  similar  term,  they  are  prevented  by  the  puddles, 
in  every  plflce  not  artificially  raised,  and  drained  at  a  great 
expense.  Indeed,  even  in  the  cold  months,  the  palanquin 
cannot  always  be  dispensed  with,  and  still  less  the  chattah, 
or  lai^e  umbrella.  Many  gentlemen  who  arrive  during 
the  winter  season,  find  the  sun  little  more  than  agreeable ; 
they,  therefore,  very  incautiously  dispense  with  the  chattak, 
and  allow  themselves  to  be  heated  extremely.  So  many 
instances  have  indeed  happened,  of  persons  being  carried 
off  suddenly  in  consequence  of  such  exposure,  that  all 
who  visit  India  cannot  be  too  earnestly  exhorted  to  be 
very  cautious  of  placing  reliance  on  strength  of  constitu- 
tion :  the  strongest  are  in  most  danger ;  on  them  fever  . 
seizes  finnly,  giving  little  time  for  the  adjustment  of  their 
a&irs,  and  still  less  scope  for  the  exertion  of  Uedical 
skill. 
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A  set  of  bsaran  variea,  ai  to  number,  according  to  the 
ntofttioa,  occupaUon,  and  wealth  of  the  employer,  lo 
'  Caloatta,  where  there  ia  much  viaiting,  seren  at  lea&t 
moat  be  hept,  ooe  of  whom  staya  at  horns  to  cook  «io 
taaJU  for  the  rest ;  and  a«  another  will  probably  be  the  m-' 
Air,  or  head'bearer,  who  attenda  persoaally  when  bis 
master  is  dressing,  aad  generally  baa  some  t^arge  of 
Unen,  8lc.  he  will  Bot,  except  oii  emergency,  officiate  under 
die  bamboo.  Thus  only  five  will  be  lafl  to  carry  the 
paianquin  and  the  umbrella ;  the  bearer  of  which  at  times 
relieTeB  one  of  the  four  who  carry  the  Tebicle ;  and  Uiey 
altamatcly  assume  his  part  of  the  laboar. 

There  are,  howerer,  rariout  tribes  of  bearera,  geoerally 
pRmaoial,  to  be  found  at  Calcutta,  chiefly  those  called 
OoreeaJu,  i.  e.  natives  of  the  province  of  Orissa,  a  tract 
of  country  lying  between  the  Roopnarian  and  the  northern 
mkan.  These  are  generally  called  "  Balaaore4>earers :" 
from  the  principal  town. 

It  k  not  easy  to  desoribe  the  infiuence  of  this  set  of 
'  menials  tJirot^hout  those  parts  to  which  they  extend  their 
services ;  which  ia  rarely  more  than  a  few  miles  around 
OulcaUa.  They  are,  in  fact,  a  commoDwealth,  governed 
by  one  or  more  of  their  gang,  and  subject  to  the  rega- 
latioBS  from  time  to  time  eetabli^ed  by  cooncila  con- 
Tcaed  in  the  most  imperious  maimer,  by  the  old  drdan ; 
every  trespass  against  which  incurs  not  only  the  imme< 
diate  punishment  of  ejection  from  among  their  society  in 
the  town,  but  absolutely  a  species  of  outlawry,  evea  in 
their  own  country. 

To  aseh  a  pitch  bad  these  bearert  carried  their  auda- 
city, that  more  than  onoe  tbey  withdrew  from  Calcutta, 
leaving  its  inhabitants  in  the  moat  awkward  predicament, 
till  dwy  chose  to  return,  or  their  insolent  demands  were 
satisfied.     If  any  offence  be  given  to  one  or  more,  espe- 
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cially  to  a  whole  set,  it  is  instantly  submitted  to,  tbeir 
BUpenon,  wbo  have  on  muiy  occasions  issued  their  man- 
date, interdictiiig  all  Ooreiahi  from  engaging*  in  the  of- 
ffloder's  fierrice.  Where  real  injury  is  done,  tbey  aeva 
hjl  to  carry  the  complaint  before  the  commissioners  of 
tJie  police,  or  into  the  supreme  court;  the  cgsts  being 
defrayed  by  a  general  assessment.  The  prudence  with 
which  they  proceed  in  the  prosecutions,  is  not  unworthy 
of  notice,  and  cannot  fail  to  save  much  Tezation,  trouble, 
and  expense.  Tbey  put  the  case  very  fairly  befive  a  fic- 
titious tribunal,  consisting  of  tirkan,  writers,  &,c.  who, 
having  been  employed  by  gentlemen  of  the  law,  bare 
picked  up  a  Baatteriog  of  that  profession,  and  are  per 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  forms  attendant  upon  oivil 
causes.  These  "  base  epitomes  of  legal  greatness"  pos- 
sess wonderfiil  ahrewdness,  and  by  means  of  two  6ctitious 
adrocUes  of  a  corresponding  description,  who,  with  an 
acuteoes*  scarcely  to  be  equalled,  argue  their  respective 
sides  of  the  qneatioo,  are  enabled  to  decide  on  the  case 
with  strict  propriety.  The  &ct  is,  that  this  mock  court, 
being  iustituted  for  the  pdrpose  of  preventing  any  native 
who  chooses  to  have  his  cause  pleaded  before  it,  irom 
being  entangled  in  that  net  of  perplexity,  the  supreme 
conrt,  every  endeavour  i»  made  to  scrutinize  the  several 
turns  and  ai^uments  to  which  the  defendant  may  resort. 
Consequently,  it  is  ever  the  study  of  the  accusing  party 
to  strengthen  his  opponent's  side,  with  every  subtlety  that 
can  be  devised.  The  sages  delivered  their  opinions,  as 
in  our  courts ;.  cautious  never  to  decide  in  favour  of  a 
plaintifi^  unless  the  case  appears  fully  established. 

It  is.  a  well-known  fdct,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a 
fewfaaughty,  opinionated  individoals,  who  think  that  such 
a  resort  would  degrade  tbem,  or  perhaps  discover  that 
chicanery  on  which  they  rely  for  success,  scarcely  an 
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instance  can  be  found  where  a  Dative,  residing  in  Calcut- 
ta, has  failed  to  gain  his  cause  against  an  European.  To 
such  a  tribunal,  as  above  described,  the  Ooneaha  almost 
invariably  resort,  when,  if  its  decision  is  iik  their  favour, 
they  soon  appear  before  the  rtal  court. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  European  iahabitants  of  Calcutta, 
that,  within  the  last  thirty  years,  Patna,  Dacca,  tad  other 
cakan  or  bearerEi,  have  resorted  to  the  presidency,  to  par- 
ticipate in  those  services  formerly  monopolized  by  the 
Oorttahs.  The  latter,  after  attempts  to  intimidate  their 
rivals,  and  to  hinder  tlie  tedca  or  job-bearers,  ,(vho  were 
formerly,  to  a  man,  of  the  Balasore  tribe,  from  serving, 
even  for  the  day,  those  who  retained  Patna,  or  other 
cahan,  were,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  lower  their  tone,  and 
to  conciliate  upon  all  occasions.  Though  by  no  means  . 
reconciled  to  the  new  system,  they  find  Uieir  mandates  of 
less  force,  their  influence  nearly  extinguished,  and  their 
numbers  considerably  decreased ;  at  least,  they  bear  no 
proportion  to  the  cahan  from  the  country,  who  now  ply 
in  every  quarter  for  ttdca,  (job-work.) 

Yet  the  OortetUu  are  certainly,  in  some  respects,  ei- 
cellent  servants.  They  are  very  careful  of  furnitvre,  and 
being  generally  able-bodied  men,  are  capable,  even  with 
fewer  numbers,  of  proceeding  great  distances.  They  are, 
besides,  br  neater  in  their  persons  and  in  dress;  which, 
however,  coneista  merely  of  a  Soty,  wrapped  round  the 
middle,  and  tucked  in  with  a  wrapper,  to  throw  ove<  them 
in  very  inclement  weather,  but  usually  folded  up,  and 
carried  over  the  shoulder.  When  their  heights  are  une> 
qual,  they  use  a  small  quilted  pad  of  linen,  stuffed  with 
rags  or  cotton.  This  suspended  from  the  palanquin  pole, 
oi  bamboo,  and  placed  between  it  and  the  shoulder  of  the 
shortest  bearer  of  the  two,  (as  they  carry  in  pairv,  two 
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before,  aod  two  behiod,)  senras  to  bring  about  an  even 
bearing  on  each. 

The  Baltuore  bearers,  or  Ooreeah,  preserve  bnt  one  loot 
on  the  top  of  their  beads,  like  the  tirkan  and  other  Hin- 
dooa  in  general.  They  wear  no  turban,  and  paint  their 
feces,  arms,  throabi,  and  breasts,  with  sandal-wood  and 
vermilion.  Some  wear  about  their  necks  a  few  small 
beads,  cbieBy  of  turned  wood,  and  occasionally  on  either 
wrist,  a  stout  silver  ornament  of  the  ring  kind,  called  a 
bangU,  or  hurrah,  or  a  pair  of  tiger's  claws  set  in  silver, 
back  to  back,  suspended  from  their  necks  by  a  number  of 
black  threads.  This  is  considered  as  a  potent  charm 
f^;wDBt  J'kaddoo,  or  witchcraft,  and  a  preventative  uf  va- 
rious dangerous  diseases.  The  Ooretah  bearers  never 
wear  shoes,  and  they  prefer  clodies  of  an  almond  colour. 
Their  number  in  a  single  set  is  generally,  as  before  stated, 
seven:  the  head  bearer,  or  n'nJar,  receiving  five,  or  even 
six  rupees  monthly;  sometimes  a  mate  receives,  or  is  said 
to  receive,  five,  and  the  residue  about  four.  Formerly  the 
rates  were  generally  one  rupee  less  for  each  rank ;  but 
"  the  hay  was  made  while  the  sun  shone,"  and  they  did 
not  fail,  while  in  power,  to  raise  their  respective  wages. 

Where  there  is  a  lady  in  the  family,  three,  or  perhaps  five, 
more  bearers  must  be  added ;  and  a  comfortable  building 
must  be  set  apart  for  these  domineering  servants,  or  they 
will  not  stay.  Norwill  they  handle  a  cAiV/umcAu,  (or  wash- 
hand  basin,)  after  it  has  been  used  j  though  they  will  pour 
water  and  lay  the  napkin  and  the  shaving  apparatus,  and 
perform  a  variety  of  offices  formerly  supposed  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  their  tenets;,  but  they  are  less  scropulous 
since  the  country  cahars  have  resorted  in  such  numbers  to 
Calcutta,  and  aided  to  overthrow  that  immense  edifice 
of  insolence,  imposition,  and  pride ;  whereof,  fortunately. 
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the  foundation  wns  thos  deatroyAcl.  The  tiiii<  is  not  very 
remote,  when  the  council,  as  the  sirdars  Tsinly  t«nned 
their  tneebogs,  used  to  Mnd  their  BnmmonB  to  any 
Oareeak  in  an  European^  serrioe,  and  in  ca»e  Df  Afnial, 
or  neglect,  to  millet  the  party  mcoording  to  their  i^es- 
sure.  ThuB,  no  individual,  however  attached  to  his  mas- 
ter, or  tired  of  Uie  noxious  and  tyrannic  mandates  of  the 
sirdars,  dared  to  disobey.  The  smalleBt  relaxation  ia 
points  of  forboarance,  or  in  the  least  tending  to  augment 
the  duties  of  the  whole  class,  whether  iadindudlj  or 
collectively,  was  certainly  followed  by  the  most  severe 
inhibitions,  and  by  fulminations,  perfectly  terriAc  to  those 
bronght  up  in  iterance,  and  under  the  complete  domi- 
nation of  a  persecuting  priesthood.  A  few  instances  oc- 
curred wherein  the  masters  almost  forcibly  debarred  their 
BerrantB  horn  obedience  to  the  adjadications  of  this  over- 
bearing usurpation,  but  it  was  in  vain  ;  the  government, 
perhaps  prudently,  discouraged  every  attempt  to  dtaage 
the  system ;  while  the  Supreme  Coort,  then  newly  robed, 
and  panting  for  the  exercise  of  power,  whereby  to  shew 
their  extensive  authority,  and  their  sedulous  attention  to 
the  rights  of  "  an  oppressed  people,"  favoured  every  com- 
plaint wherein  a  native  was  to  he  redressed :  this  was 
done  with  the  view  to  annihilate  those  roultiforiouB  extor- 
tions and  severities,  not  to  say  cmelties,  under  whidi  it 
was  supposed  they  were  groaning.  This  farce,  like  other 
good  farces,  has  had  its  day. 

Where  bearers  are  not  constantly  wanted,  which  is  • 
very  uncommon  case,  it  is  best  to  hire  teeka~bearrr».  For 
ordinary  excursions,  five  are  usually  employed:  each  r^ 
ceiving  daily  four  annaB,  or  the  qsarter  of  a  rupee.  Hub 
mode  has  advantages  and  disadvantages ;  for  these  jol>- 
men  oannot  always  be  procured,  nor  will  tbey  come  at 
the  hour  appointed.    Then,  again,  they  must  go  home  to 
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tbcir  meals ;  aod  they  are  by  do  means  so  careful  of  the 
palaoqain,  Slc.  as  regular  serrasts^  dot  will  they  attend 
to  a  variety  of  iiMloor  serviceB  which  may  be  peremptorily 
requisite.  Besides,  shoald  occasions  for  employing  them 
be  oumerous,  they  will  prove  very  expensive:  conse- 
quently, this  mode  can  suit  those  only  whose  incomes 
are  confined,  and  their  ordinary  avocations  such  as  lead 
them  no  further  than  they  can  walk,  withmit  danger  or 
great  inconvenience,  under  the  shade  of  a  chattah,  or  iim- 
Wella.  One  sirdar  at  five,  one  mate  at  four  and  a  half, 
and  five  bearers  at  four  each,  amount  only  to  twenty-nine 
rupees  and  a  half  monthly ;  whereas  five  ttektUf  if  em- 
ployed every  day  at  a  rupee  and  a  quarter  daily,  will 
amount  to  thirty-seven  and  a  half.  This  would  be  like 
riding  in  a  Hackney-coach  all  day,  when  an  exceUea' 
equipage  might  be  more  economically  kept. 

The  Putna,  Dacca,  and  other  up-country  bearers,  ge- 
nerally receive  less  wages  than  the  Ooreeahi ;  but  they 
must  be  more  nnmerouB  in  a  set;  few  consisting  of  leas 
than  eight,  including  the  sirdar,  who  generally  remains 
at  borne.  His  usaal  wages  are  from  four  and  a  half  to 
five  npees,  and  the  rest  receive  from  three  to  four,  montli- 
ly.  When  in  their  own  country,  they  serve  for  less  wages 
than  when  employed  elsewhere.  Those  at  Dacca,  where 
provisiftns  are  very  cheap,  seldom  have  more  ^lan  two,  or 
two  rapees  and  a  half;  and  they  most  reluctantly  quit  that 
part  of  the  country,  even  under  a  very  considerable  ad- 
vance of  pay.  Therefore,  .when  a  corps  marches  from 
the  Dacca  district,  every  endeavour  is  made  to  procure 
bearera  who  are  going  to  the  several  districts  lying  in,  or 
near  the  routo.  This  is  a  great  convenienoe,  as  it  is  coni- 
Qion  for  bearers  to  proceed  only  to  an  appointed  town, 
where  they  leave  their  employer  to  himself,  to  obtain 
others  in  tbeir  stead.    Tbus,  in  marching  from  ibe  frontier 
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to  Lncknow  or  Cawnpore,  it  is  neceasary  to-  obtain  a  new 
set  of  bearers  at  either  of  those  places,  to  proceed  to  Be- 
nares. At  Benares  they  will  probably  engage  to  go  no 
further  than  Patna,  if  proceeding  by  the  river  route;  or, 
if  by  the  new  road,  only  to  Hazary-Bang,  or  perhaps  to 
Rogonautpore,  or  to  Bissunpore ;  where  a  final  exchange 
must  be  made  for  a  set  that  will  proceed  to  Calcutta, 
Midnapore,  &c.  Yet  this  occasions  no  very  serious  diffi- 
cnlty ;  the  occurrence  being  so  common,  and  the  prices 
BO  regulated  by  the  ordinary  practice,  that,  unless  a  gen- 
tlemen has  the  character  of  using  his  servants  ill,  there  u 
seldom  any  deficiency  of  candidates  for  employment. 

Bearers  of  'all  descriptions  are  apt  to  carry  too  mncb 
luggage  for  themselves,  stowing  it,  to  an  unmerciful 
attaount,  on  the  back  of  some  poor  camel,  or  on  some 
cart,  which  their  master  thinks  is  very  lightly  laden.  The 
mischief  is  not  suspected  till  he  notices,  day  after  day, 
the  late  arrival  of  bis  baggage,  or  receives  a  report  that 
his  cattle  have  sore  backs,  &c.  &c. ;  and  this  in  situatioiw 
where  no  substitutes  can  be  found  for  the  disabled  beasts. 
To  correct  this  evil,  it  is  deurable  to  give  notice  that  what- 
ever is  found  thus  claodestiuely  laden,  shall  be  certainly 
destroyed. 

The  bearers,  as  just  observed,  are  generally  concerned 
in  these  instances ;  because  every  other  servant  has 
usually  some  family,  or  shares  some  tattoo,  (pooey,)  which 
conveys  bis  luggage,  and  would  be  peculiarly  liable  to 
discovery.  On  the  other  hand,  tfie  bearer,  probably  a 
temporary  servant,  and  a  sort  of  alien  in  the  camp,  cannot 
dispose  of  his  luggage  like  the  r^ular  servants :  besides, 
all  this  tribe  are  either  penurious  or  dissipated.  They 
either  hoard  every  cowrie,  or  run  in  debt,  and  then,  to 
•void  payment— run  away. 

The  immediate  business  of  a  headbearer  is  to  prepare 
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for  big  master's  dressing;  to  se&tbat  the  liDeo  ia  id  proper 
order,  boots  and  shoes  cleaDed,  coat,  &c.  brushed,  side- 
arms,  Slc.  bright ;  also,  that  the  palaoquin  is  clean,  and 
in  good  repair;  that  the  water  for  drinking  be  purified, 
and  the  kettle  put  od  in  due  time.  The  inferior  bearr 
ers  generally  clean  the  furniture  and  carry  the  chowry, 
(or  whisk,)  and  swing  a  kind  of  punkah,  (or  fan,)  made 
either  of  a  lai^  paint  leaf,  or  with  split  bamboo,  and 
printed  cotton;  of  which  pieces  are  to  be  had  stamped 
expressly  for  that  purpose.  To  cool  a  room  they  are 
swung  backwards  and  forwards,  the  butt  of  the  punkah- 
stick  resting  on  the  ground.  A  punkah,  when  used  instead 
of  a  chattah,  (or  umbrella,)  is  a  ?ery  inferior  defence 
against  either  sun,  wind,  or  rain.  The  natives,  in  some 
parts,  especially  to  the  northward,  used  punkahs  very 
generally;  but,  of  late,  they  seem  to  pmkT  chattah$,  of 
which  great  numbers  are  now  conveyed,  as  an  article  of 
merchandise,  from  the  lower  provinces  to  Benares,  Luck- 
now,  &c. 

The  dress  of  the  cahar,  or  up-country  bearer,  consists 
of  a  coloured  turban,  usually  blue;  the  head  bearer  .has 
generally  a  short  coortah,  not  unlike  that  of  the  mushml- 
ehee,  and,  like  the  inferiors,  wears  a  doty,  in  the  usual 
manner ;  though  some  wear  a  kind  of  petticoat  trowser, 
not  unlike  the  Highland  kelt.  -  Cummer-bunds  are  also  in 
general  ose;  though  mostly  of  a  very  coarse  quality. 
Many  gentlemen  present  their  bearert,  hurlawat,  peons, 
titles,  khidmutgart,  and  mushaulchees,  annually  with  tur- 
boTU  and  cummer-bunds,  all  of  the  same  colour ;  so  that 
the  whole  appeat^  to  a  certain  extent  in  livery.  In  this 
indulgence  many  of  the  natives  take  great  pride,  and  can 
assume  extraordinary  airs,  when  they  have  tp  deal  witb 
the  servant  of  a  person  inferior  to  their  own  master. 

In  describing  the  various  kinds  of  palanquins  in  us« 
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it  BhoaM  be  obserred,  that  probably  the  greatest  impiore- 
ments  which  ever  took  place  in  any  vehicle,  have  been 
made  in  the  coniitraction  of  this  mte  qud  koh  of  Indian 
lunrf.  The  nastkeert,  ot  naulkec,  is  the  first  in  rank 
among  the  coittrivances  of  this  description.  This  iin- 
mense  carriage  is  only  nsed  by  crowned  heads,  and  may 
be  compared  to  a  portable  throne,  on  which  tlie  prince 
sita  with  bia  feet  crossed,  and  tticked  up  onder  his  bams, 
(according  to  the  custom  of  Asiatics,)  bavHig  at  his  back 
a  very  large  pillow,  and  snder  him  a  suitaUe  beddiogi 
both  samptuoasly  ornamented.'  Many  smaller  pillows 
lie  scattered  about,  to  be  applied  as  may  be  foand  agree- 
aMe.  The  frame  of  the  naulkeen  a  about  five  feet  long 
by  four  broad,  well  secured  at  the  oomota,  and  very 
etosety  taped  at  the  bottom,  both  lengthwise  and  breadth- 
wise, so  as  to  leave  no  interstices.  The  sides  are  raised 
inth  richly  carved  wood-work,  generally  gilded  in  a 
showy  style.  The  nauiketm  is  carried,  like  a  litter,  by 
eig^t  men,  who  support  two  poles,  one  running  under 
each  aide-bar,  and  projecting  before  and  behind ;  two 
bearers  being  at  each  extremity,  as  with  a  palanquiD. 
TInb  vehicle,  though  it  appear  extremely  ponderous,  is 
said,  by  the  bearers,  to  be  far  lighter  than  one  of  1^  Ma- 
hamak-palatiqttiMs. 

The  iooly,  or  covered  litter,  certainly  the  parent  of  all 
the  palanquin  kind,  is  yet  in  common  use  among  the  leas 
opi^nt  ehtsses,  and  especially  for  the  conveyance  of 
women.  In  our  armies  this  little  vefcide  afibrds  exoeilewt 
means  of  transporting  sick  and  wounckd  men,  eiAer  to 
bospitals,  or  on  a  march. 

Time,  however,  at  length  produced  the  Mmkamtak-palatt- 
^m.  So  general  haa  been  its  adoption,  Htet  not  only  all 
Europeans,  but  also  mar./  of  the  natives,  in  every  part,  now 
either  ride  in  me^Brmaht,  or  have  their  da»Ue»  cofutracted 
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like  them.  IW  mahamiab  resembles  a»  imsease  clwst, 
standing  on  four  feet,  nearly  a  foot  from  tbe  grbund. 
Except  ftbont  two-fiftba  of  each  side  left  open  for  a  door ; 
it  ii  oenally  closed  with  rery  thin  pannels,  or  canvass, 
teatber,  Slc.  The  doors  are  somettmes  DMde  to  close 
by  meana  of  tiro  Venetian  framee,  that,  when  brought 
from  their  recesses,  meet  in  the  centre,  but  at  other  times 
run  back,  on  small  metal  wheels,  in  groores  behind  the 
pannels  respectirely. 

Tbe  roof  is  made  of  rery  thin  pannelting  board,  laid 
longitudioally  ovn  slight  battens  a  Uttie  caBboed ; 
tbongh  some  are  quite  flat  Orer  the  boards  a  stout,  but 
thin  canvass  is  well  stretched,  and  beaded  down  at  the 
edges:  this  is  twually  painted  white.  The  fore  and  back 
parts  ate  in  general  dosed,  with  the  eiception  of  two 
imall  Venetiaa,  or  perhaps '  glass  windows  near  tbe  top, 
to  allow  a  drangbt  of  air.  The  exterku  is  punted  ac- 
cording to  the  fancy  of  tbe  proprietor,  often  very  hand- 
Bontety,  and  well  varnished.  The  front  and  hind  poles 
sttaeh  at  about  three-fifths  np  the  body  of  the  vehidr; 
being  riveted  to  iron  ribs,  fimly  screwed  by  means  of 
diverging  claws  to  the  main  piepesi  They  are  further 
steadied  by  iron  stays,  proceeding  from  the  top  and  botr . 
ton  comers  of  each  end  respectively  to  the  pole ;  to 
which  tbey  are  bolted  at  about  eighteen  inches  from  the 
body.     The  poles  are  always  covered  with  leath^. 

The  body  of  a  mahanmah  is  generally  about  sii  feet,  at 
six  feet  two  tnebes  loo^,  and  from  twenty^six  to  thirty 
ioebea  in  width ;  tbe  height  is  soffieient  to  allow  a  tall 
peraoD's  ntting  upright  without  a  bat.  Tb»  beddioga  of 
most  are  covered  wi  A  oluntz  of  neat  pattema ;  wbUe^  to 
prevent  its  being  soiled,  a  siBall  piece  of  carpet,,  tiget'a. 
skin,  morooe&Jeatber,  or  seoN  such  article,  ia  apiead  at 
the  feet. 
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In  most  MoAannaAf  there  are  racks  serving  to  sup- 
port the  back;  others  are  provided  with  two  small,  or 
one  lai^e  pillow,  also  covered  with  chintz.  Above  the 
doors  it  is  common  to  screw  in  flat  brass  kaobs,  whereon 
to  button  either  caovass  or  leather  curtains,  that  will  roll 
up  occasionally,  and  buckle  like  the  aprons  of  gigs,  Stc. 
There  are  also  studs  of  the  same  description,  fized  a(  Uie 
sides  of  the  doors,  to  fasten  the  edges  of  the  curtains ; 
though  their  principal  use  is  to  aflix  cheeks  made  of  kuia- 
ktttt.  to  be  watered  during  a  journey  of  any  distance. 

The  maiamiah  is  unquestionably  a  very  heavy  vehicle, 
and,  being  totally  devoid  of  elasticity,  far  more  oppressive 
to  the  bearers  than  any  machine  on  a  slighter  construc- 
tion. Yet  the  average  rate  of  travelling  may  be  computed 
at  from  three  miles  and  a  half  to  three  quarters,  within 
the  hour,  in  going  great  distances;  such  as  from  Chunar 
to  Calcutta,  at  the  proper  season,  when  the  waters  are  not 
«ut,  and  the  heat  not  too  oppressive.  That  estimate  in- 
cludes alt  delays  for  exchanging  the  bearers,  which,  in 
travelling  datek,  (that  is,  port,)  will  take  place  at  certain 
stages,  firom  ten  to  fifteen  miles  apart.  Thus  a  journey  of 
four  hundred  miles  may  be  made  with  great  ease  in  about 
five  days,— the  night  being  often  most  fevourable  to  expe- 
dition, especially  from  March  to  the  middle  of  June. 
Durii^  that  period,  the  roads  are  every  where  good,  tbe 
grass  jungles  in  most  places  burnt  away,  and  fewer  tigers 
lurk  near  the  highways.  It  is  often  necessary  to  lie  by  for 
a  few  hoars  daring  the  mid-day,  when  the  ground  ia  so 
hot  as  absolutely  to  scorch  the  bearers'  feat.  At  auch 
times,  the  kua-kmt  tattiei  are  pacnliarly  serviceable ;  but, 
in  case  none  are  affixed,  "the  guttah-tope,  or  palanquin- 
csover,  must  be  kept  wet,  as  already  observed  in  describing 
tbe  occupations  of  the  bheetty,  or  wate^carTier. 

Ladies  are  usually  conveyed  about  Calcutta,  or  any 
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witera  for  ahoii:  diBtancea,  in  a  kiad  of  palanquin,  called 
a  bocjhah.  This  has  poles  fixed  much  in  the  same  manner 
a«  in  the  mahatmah,  but  its  hody  is  a  compound  of  our 
sedan  chair,  with  the  body  of  a  chariot.  -Its  deep  shape, 
and  its  seat,  much  reiemble  the  former ;  but  having  two 
doon,  one  on  each  side,  with  one  window  in  front,  as 
well  as  a  small  one  behind,  all  furnished  with  Venetians 
and  glasses,  in  those  respects,  some  claim  an  idliance  with 
the  latter.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  residing  at  Calcutta 
ride  in  boc,haks,  which  ^fhrd  a  better  look-out,  are  more 
portable,  and  can  turn  .about  in  narrow  places,  where  a 
mahaimah  could  not :  besides,  they  are  far  lighter.  The 
boc,hoh  made  expressly  for  a  lady,  is  fitted  up  with  some 
elegance,  and  has  iilways  four  large  tassels,  commonly  of 
white  silk,  hanging  at  the  four  upper  corners.  There  arc 
asnally  pockets  in  front,  and  to  the  doors,  the  same  as  in 
chariots,  &c. 

About  Dacca,  Chittagong,  Tipperabj  and  other  mouii- 
tainons  parts,  a  very  light  kind  of  conveyance  is  in  use, 
called  a  taum-jaung,  i.  e.  "  a  support  to  the  feet."  This 
consists  of  an  arm-chair,  with  a  low  back,  at  the  sides  of 
which  two  poles  are  affixed,  even  with  the  seat.  From 
the  two  fore  legs  of  the  chair,  iron  stays  project  forward, 
supporting  a  foot-board,  placed  diagonally,  bo  as  to  meet 
the  natural  position  of  the  soles  when  the  feet  are  thrown 
forward,  much  the  same  as  the  foot-boards  of  coach- 
boxes, only  on  a  very  light  construction.  In  some  in- 
stances, the  taum-jaungs  (vulgarly  called  tom-johu)  are 
carried  the  same  as  the  tiavlkeen ;  that  is,  by  the  four  ends 
of  the  poles  resting  on  the  shoulders  of  as  many  bearers, 
all  independent  of  each  other.  Experience  has,  however, 
proved  such  to  be  a  very  daugerous  pmcUce;  for,  if  one 
of  the  bearers  stumbles,  the  machine  must  inevitably  be 
overset ;  and  the  fell  from  such  a  height,  especially  if  jyto- 
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ceeding  at  a  qnick  pace,  is  hazardouB.  To  remedy  ttiia, 
it  has  become  a  cnatom  to  Buspeod  two  atout  batone,  by 
means  of  strong  doubled  cords,  between  the  ends  of  the 
poles,  before  and  behind ;  making  such  an  allowance  in 
respect  to  the  length  of  cord,  or  sling,  as  may  bring  the 
poles  about  as  low  as  the  bearers'  hips.  The  batoDS  are 
sluog  by  their  middles,  one  bearer  supporting  the  fore, 
the  other  the  hind  part  of  each  ;  all  moving  between  the 
two  side  poles,  but  nearly  in  a  line  one  behind  the  other. 
This  does  not  altogether  obviate  the  possibility  of  felling, 
by  means  of  a  stumble ;  but  it  lessens  that  danger  consi- 
derably, and  the  seat  being  much  lowered,  renders  the 
accident  less  severe. 

In  this  respect,  the  boejiah  is  also  safer  than  the  mahai^ 
nah ;  the  former  being  so  much  nearer  the  ground,  and 
the  erect  position  of  the  rider  rendering  him  less  liable  to 
injury.  When  the  hind  bearers  of  a  mahannak  fall,  not 
only  the  legs  of  the  vehicle,  but  the  head  of  ite  inhabitant, 
may  be  injured  ;  but  such  accidents  are  rarely  so  serious. 
If  the  fall  take  place  when  a  bearer  is  pushing  behind, 
resting  the  palm  of  his  hand  f^ainst  the  butt  end  of  the 
hinder  pole,  as  is  very  common,  there  will  be  an  addi- 
tional impetus,  by  no  mesis  favourable  to  the  machine, 
especially  if  the  foremost  bearers  give  way.  Most  of  the 
mahamuA  palanquins  have  a  box  under  the  feet,  and  pet^ 
baps  one  under  the  head  also,  made  water-t^;ht,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  lock.  This,  when  travelling,  is  extremely 
convenient,  as  articles  trusted  to  a  btmgtf  might  not  arrive 
in  due  time. 

The  battgy  is  a  slip  of  bamboo,  about  five  feet  long,  in 
Uie  middle  four  inches  wide,  and  about  an  inch  thick. 
Towards  the  ends  it  tapers  a  little,  and  has  shoulders  left, 
whereby  to  secure  the  nets,  wherein  are  two  baskets, 
mad*  eitiier  of  rattans  or  reeds,  very  closely  worked,  and 
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corered  with  painted  canvaas-or  leather.  The  bangy-xBoUak, 
or  bearer  who  carries  the  bangy,  Bupports  the  hamboo  on 
hia  shoulder,  so  as  to  equipoise  the  baskets  Buspeuded  at 
each  end.  If  uot  overladen,  the  bangy  will  generally 
keep  pace  with  the  palanquin;  the  bearer  shifting  the 
bamboo  from  oae  to  Che  other  shoulder  as  be  proceeds. 

Many  gentlemen  have  t'huntt,  or  r'huts,  for  the  convey* 
ance  of  their  native  ladies,  either  on  a  march,  or  to  take  an 
airing  occasionally :  in  such  case  a  man  must  be  employed 
to  drive,  and  to  take  care  of  the  bullocks.  He  is  desig- 
nated the  g'horry-waun,  or  carriage  servant.  His  dress 
generally  resembles  that  of  the  khidmutgar;  his  pay  being  - 
ordinarily  from  four  to  six  rupees  monthly.  The  con- 
struction of  a  r'kut  is  ao  very  curious  as  almost  to  defy 
description. 

The  ^horty-waan  sits  astride  that  part  of  the  fore-frame 
which  may  be  compared  with  the  pole  and  traverse  of  one 
of  our  foar-wheeled  canines,  under  a  aeiwaun,  or  temiaHn, 
made  of  the  same  stuff  as  the  coveritig,  supported  in 
nearly  a  horizontal  position,  by  two  slight  poles  fixed  into 
iron  ferules  at  the  body  of  the  frame,  end  proceeding  at 
an  angle  of  about  45°.  to  the  foremost  edge  of  the  teivxmn. 
The  bullocks  are  managed  by  means  of  a  strong  cord, 
passed  through  the  septunu,  or  divisions  between  Uieir 
nostrils,  and  tied  over  the  crowns  of  their  beads,  where 
the  rein,  made  also  of  rope,  attaches :  this  effectually 
curi)B  the  cattle.  Such  a  device  may  appear  to  partake 
of  cniehy ;  but  experience  has  proved,  that  no  other 
mode  is  adequate  to  keep  this  fiery,  restless,  and  vicions 
breed  of  cattle  in  tolerable  subordination.  The  g'Ao«y- 
wauN,  by  the  application  of  a  severe  goad  to  the  bind-quar< 
ters  of  the  bulkicks,  keeps  them  on  a  smart  trot  When 
they  are  tolerably  quiet,  the  driver's  feet  generally  suf- 
fice to  keep  them  to  their  pace ;  bbt  when  all  other 
n2 
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methods  fail,  he  twiata  their  tails,  and  thus  urges  them 
ta  their  best  speed.  The  reins  sbonld  serve  both  to  stop 
and  to  guide ;  but,  as  the  bullocks  are  not  always  prompt 
in  turning  when  only  so  acted  upon,  the  tail  is  often  re- 
sorted to,  as  a  nerer-failing  rudder. 

A  true  home-bred  EDgUshman  can  have  little  idea  how 
swiflly  a  pair  of  oxen  can  draw  one  of  these  r'hutt.  He 
cannot  readily  imagine  them  travelling  from  four  to  six 
miles  witbin  the  hour;  and  even  in  places  where  the 
g'horry-kaJeek,  or  track  of  a  wheel,  is  scarcely  to  be 
found.  A  pair  of  Nagore,  or  of  Guzzerat,  bullocks  stand- 
ing fall  sixteen  hands  at  the  withers,  (  making  allowance 
for  the  humps  on  the  shoulders  of  all  cattle  bred  in  that 
quarter ;)  have  been  known  to  convey  a  r'hut  with  ease  at 
the  rate  of  eight  miles  within  the  hour.  But  such  in-, 
stances  are  uncommon,  and  perhaps  five  miles  may  be  the 
truest  average.  Nor  do  bullocks  keep  up  an  even  pace 
like  horses ;  on  the  contrary,  they  either  proceed  on  their 
quickest  trot,  or  walk;  there  la  seldom  a  mediuDj;  for  not 
being  trained  to  move  in  one  set  pace,  but  ui^ed  by  starts, 
at  the  will  of  the  driver,  they  want  the  habit  which  would 
improve  their  wind. 

That  breed  of  oxen  said  to  be  raised  chiefly  in  the 
Ouserat  and  Nagore  districts,  ia  very  fine.  They  are 
milk-white,  handsomely  formed,  with  fine  eyes,  and  horns 
geoeraily  no  more  than  a  foot  long,  but  gracefully  tamed, 
partly  forward,  and  partly  upward.  The  natives  inva- 
riably paint  or  gild  the  horns  ;  and  sometimes  nmrk  the 
sides,  necks,  bams,  and  shoulders  of  their  favorites 
with  mtfujy,  the  plant  generally  known  among  botanists 
under  the  name  of  himui. 

A  conveyance  on  two  wheels,  in  other  respects  similar 
to  the  r'hut,  is  commonly  used  in  India,  both  by  men  and 
women.    The  body  is  generally  square,  and  the  roof  less 
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elerated.  With  few  exceptions,  these  have  red  coTen, 
in  the  sides  of  which,  as  in  those  of  the  r'kutt,  are  small 
slits,  serving  for  peep-holes.  lu  these  ghorriet  (i.  e.  car- 
riages) sach  are  more  necessary  than  in  the  r'kuti;  the 
former  being  almost  invariably  fitted  up  with  ckeefu,  or 
BcreeiM ;  one  of  which  is  ever  appended  to  the  fore-part,  ' 
between  (he  interior  and  the  driver.  The  common  g'/torry 
now  described  is  rarely,  if  ever,  kept  by  any  European  ; 
but  may  be  seen  plying  for  hire  in  various  parts  of  Cal- 
cutta. Some  of  these  have  shafts,  in  which  a  tattoo 
(poney)  is  fixed,  with  a  very  alight  harness,  barely  su6i- 
cient  to  keep  the  crook-saddle  in  its  place.  This  is  a 
recent  improvement ;  as  is  also  the  application  of  faMoos 
to  r'huU.  They  are  found  to  be  more  manageable,  and 
far  cheaper  tbao  -kullocks ;  besides,  their  pace  is  much 
quicker;  and,  in  case  of  failure,  tbey  are  most  easily  coo- 
verted  into  cash  ;  an  object  of  great  moment  to  the  parsi-: 
monioua  Hindoo. 

The  g^horry-toaun  is  also  employed  iu  a  subordinate  ca- 
pacity,  driving  a  common  cart,  usually  called  a  chuckrah, 
but  named  a  hackery  by  Europeans.  This  vehicle  car- 
ries, on  an  average,  eighteen  or  twenty  nuunde,  equal  to 
about  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  weight.  It  is  drawn 
by  two  oxen ;  though,  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  country, 
four  are  often  attached  to  those  which  convey  cotton  or 
other  gruff  merchandize.  Those  retained  by  gentlemen 
for  the  carryii^  on  of  works,  or  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  if  hired  by  the  day,  usually  cost  half,  or  at 
times  three  quarters  of  a  rupee,  when  employed  on 
tha  spot ;  but,  if  required  to  proceed  many  stages,  a 
whole  rupee  is  demanded.  When  the  g'horry-waun  is  the 
Dienial  of  any  officer,  &c.  his  usual  pay  is  from  four  to 
five  rupees  monthly;  or  four  when  stationary,  and  five 
when  marching.     His  dress  is  little  better  than  Uiat  of  » 
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common  coofy.  Like  all  other  Beirantfl  to  whose  care  the 
fettding  of  cattle  i»  entrusted,  he  eontrivefl  to  extract 
some  perquisite  from  whatever  he  eittier  receives  or  pnr- 
ehases.  What  with  duttooree,  short  weight,  overchai^^es, 
r^aira,  and  medicines,  the  ^hony-mttm  has  been  fully  a 
match  for  his  British  compeers,  in  deriving  emolnmentB 
from  whatever  money,  &o.  passed  through  his  hands- 

The  duly  of  a  g^horry-waun  is  confined  to  the  charge 
of  his  cattle ;  to  see  them  propeily  rubbed  down,  and 
supplied  with  provender.  This  usually  consists  of  small 
chaff  from  various  kinds  of  pulse,  or  of  the  stems  of 
ba<yra,  jetoar,  &c.  (various  kinds  of  milled)  or  of  the 
bootahf  (or  Indian  com,)  which  being  purchased  in  bun- 
dles, he  chops  with  a  common  bill,  on  a  log  of  wood. 
Wheo  buUooks  are  allowed  gram,  (already  mentioned,) 
the  usual  portion  for  each  is  about  two,  or  at  the  utmost 
three,  seers ;  the  seer  weighing  about  two  pounds  avoir- 
dupoise.  It  is  indispensable  that  this  servant  should  un- 
derstand how  to  load  his  carri^e  to  advantage,  and  to 
repair  sncfa  parts  as  may  not  require  the  aid  of  an  artisan. 
Thus,  he  must  be  competent  to  sew  a  laleelah,  or  laige 
sacking  cloth  spread  at  the  bottom  of  the  hacimy,  and 
lapping  up  over  every  part,  so  as  to  prevent  the  loss  of 
articles,  or  their  injury  by  the  weather.  He  must  be  able 
also  to  take  off  a  wheel,  and,  above  all  things,  be  must 
be  a  careful,  steady  driver.  This  is  the  more  neoessaiy 
from  the  very  small  distance  between  the  wheels  in  all 
Hindoostanee  carriages ;  the  whole  load  is  geneially 
placed  above  the  level  of  their  upper  fellies,  causing  the 
gravity  to  be  thrown  very  high  in  a  hackery  laden  with 
bulky  articles,  which  ia  thus  very  liable  to  be  overturned. 
Yet  fewer  accidents  of  this  kind  h^pen  than  mi^t  be 
expected,  considering  how  much  night-tnvelling  prevuls 
in  India.     Perliaps  the  deep  ruts  on  roads  frequented  by 
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carriages  preserve  the  wheels  id  their  course,  so  as  to 
pntrent  the  bultocke  from  deviating. 

The  distance  to  which  a  kackery  can  travel  in  a  day, 
depends  entirely  oq  the  state  of  the  roads,  the  strength 
and  condition  of  the  cattle,  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and 
the  wdght  to  be  drawn.  Under  fair  circumstances,  it 
may  extend  from  fourteen  to  MXteea  miles ;  but  the  latter 
distance  is  considered  a  forced  march.  To  the  weight 
of  the  carriage  and  its  load,  that  of  the  driver  must  be 
added,  he  usually  sitting  immediately  behind  the  bul- 
locks. When  the  load  is  rather  too  heavy  behind,  so  as 
to  cause  a  tendency  to  tilting,  he  sits  forward,  between 
the  cattle,  and  even  occasionally  upon  the  yoke  itself- 
The  latter  position  must  he  eitremely  oppressive  to  the 
cattle;  but  in  hackeries  laden  with  cotton,  where  the 
burthen  oecesBarily  occupies  a  great  space,  hangii^  over 
die  rumps  of  the  beasts,  such  a  position  is  nearly  in- 
evitable. 

The  hackeries  used  in  that  branch  of  trade  are  very 
strong,  and  invariably  drawn  by  at  least  three,  or  rather 
fonr  bullocks.  Sometimes  buSaloea  are  used,  for  theit' 
immense  strengdi,  where  heavy  commodities  are  to  be 
carried ;  though  their  pace  is  very  slow,  and  they  are  ex- 
tremely addicted  to  lying  down  in  every  puddle,  ft  is 
found  eligible,  when  bufialoes  are  yoked,  to  travel  en- 
tirely by  night,  those  animals  being  greatly  oppressed 
by  the  solar  heat  The  native  merchanta  commonly  mix 
one  or  two  among  their  teams,  and  not  unfrequently 
cause  fall  thirty-five  maunds,  equal  to  about  twenty-four 
f^wt,  to  b«  laid  on  one  hackery;  but  the  daily  distance 
with  such  a  load  seldom  amounts  to  twelve  miles. 

On  the  snbject  of  drivers,  a  few  hinU  may  be  offered 
respecting  European  servants  and  Enghsh  cattle.  Nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  is  found  to  answer  in  India. 
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Aa  European  temnt  must  ImTe  nearly  aa  many  naliTC* 
to  attend  bim  as  an  officer  requirea,  with  a  boiiBe,  and 
numeroua  indulgences,  such  a«  nearly  abn^te  hiBsenices. 
Many  have  been  taken  to  India,  but  generally,  after  sar- 
ing  a  little  moneys  or  making  a  few  fiiends,  eapecially  b^ 
forrtery,  they  hare  set  up  in  business,  and  with  very  little 
warning,  or  ceremony,  quitted  (heir  masters,  who  were, 
indeed,  usually  far  from  desiring  their  conUnu&nce. 

When  all  things  are  considered,  it  mast  be  from  an  ei- 
cess  of  vanity,  or  of  some  kindred  folly,  that  any  gentle- 
man would  retain  an  European  coachman,  or  postilion, 
at  full  two  hundred  rupees  monthly,  all  items  included, 
when  an  eicellent  substitute  may  be  found  among  the 
many  natives  who  follow  those  professions,  and  to  whom 
a  twelfth  part  of  that  sum  is  a  little  fortune.  As  to  an 
European  butler,  steward,  Sic.,  there  is  the  same  objec- 
tion, with  the  additional  incouTenience  of  having  not 
only  an  extra  guest  at  all  times,  (for  his  &re,  in  every 
respect,  equals  that  of  his  master,)  but  a  spy  in  livery, 
to  hear  the  table-talk,  commercial,  miUtary,  or  political, 
and  then  retail  it,  together  with  bis  comments^  to  all  the 
native  domestics. 

Whenever  a  lady  has  carried  out  an  European  female 
servant,  wlietber  old  or  young,  ngly  or  beautiful,  a 
speedy  separation  has  usually  taken  place :  many,  indeed, 
have  deserted  their  mistresses  while  touching  at  Madrap. 
Thiu,  only  vexation  and  disappointment  are.to  be  expect- 
ed from  the  attempt  to  retain  the  services  of  such  a  per- 
son after  her  arrival  in  India.  Bonds,  contracts,  or  agree- 
ments, are  all  cancelled  by  the  servant's  behaviour,  which 
precludes  the  possibility  of  detention.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, that,  by  reference  to  a  magistrate,  any  unwarrant- 
able conduct  would  be  punished ;  but,  however  reason- 
able ill  Britain  such  an  expectation,  it  would  be  found 
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totally  ihspplicable  to  India.  It  is,  indeed,  doubtful 
n^ietber  sny  jastice  would  take  cognizance  of  such  a  com- 
plaint,  unless  connected  with  some  felonious  proceeding, 
which  migbt  wairant  a  oommitment.  This  may  appeal 
strange,  and  give  bat  an  indifierent  opinion  of  the  police 
in  India,  Yet,  it  is  far  easier  for  either  Enropean  or  na- 
tire  to  obtain  redress  in  Calcutta,  than  at  any  of  the 
public  offices  in  England.  But  the-neceswty  for  uphold- 
ing the  British  character,  bowerer  much  fonnerly  neg- 
lected by  some  peraons  in  power,  is  now  ao  well  under- 
stood, that,  without  absolute  compolaion,  no  magistrate 
would  commit  an  European  woman  upon  a  charge  of  neg- 
lect of  duty,  inebriety,  insolence,  or  other  auch  impK>- 
priety.  The  litigation  of  pecuniary  diflferenocs  wonld, 
of  course,  be  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  where  the 
expenses  are  at  least  three  times  as  heavy  as  in  the 
British  tribunal,  and  the  prosecutor  would,  in  the  end, 
bare  little  to  boast  of  gaining  his  cause ;  though,  posn- 
bly,  he  might  at  a  high  price  gratify  his  resentments. 

Ladies  embarking  for  India  should  seek  to  eng^e 
aome  native  of  that  country  wiping  to  return.  Many  of 
these  women,  whose  characters  will  bear  ample  scrutiny, 
c<Hne  to  England  in  the  charge  of  children,  or  with  tb«r 
mistresses,  and  would  gladly  return  under  the  joint  ad- 
vantages of  emi>lament  and  protecUon.  An  advertise- 
ment will  bring  forward  many  applicants;  or,  a  constant 
search  among  the  advertisements  in  the  various  news- 
papers, will  rarely  fail  to  answer  the  purpose.  Thus,  on 
arrival  in  India,  an  useful  interpreter  is  at  band ;  while, 
perhaps,  a  trusty  and  able  servant  is  obtained ;  who, 
being  attached,  by  many  little  kindnesses  while  on  board- 
^ip,  wilt  continue  to  serve,  at  least  till  another  can  be 
obtained. 

The  female  who  attendviL  lady  while  dressing,  Stc  is 
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called  an  Aya;  nearly  such  aa  the  hdy'%  qnid  adodg 
ua.  The  wages  of  this  servaht  are  by  no  means  antformi 
bat  itay  be  averaged  at  from  eight  to  twelre  rupee* 
monthly.  Some  are  htUf-catt  children,  boro  of  Eoro^ean 
fatlien  and  native  motliersy  and  Iwongfat  up  in  familiea 
fiwn  their  inAmcy.  To  diese,  goad  trsatmeiit  and  kind^ 
net!  Well  compenBate  for  the  smallnesB  of  wages;  and 
some  among  them  will  remaid  for  years  fkitfafnl  and  affec- 
tionate; bnt  such  are  by  no  means  numerous,  when  com- 
pared' with  the  thooBands  who,  at  a  certain  age,  either 
qdit  in  search  of  plaoea  affording  higher  pay,  or  large  per- 
qoiaites.  The  majority  of  ayat  are  of  Portuguese  ex* 
tractidn,  being  descended  fnha  those  heroes  who,  in  times 
of  yore,  "  laid  bleeding  Asia  prostrate  at  their  feet;"  bat 
who  now  cotnpOse  the  most  contemptible  race  to  be  faond 
on  eartb.  They  are  all  "  good  ChristiaBS,*  and,  in  aerentl 
parts  of  the  country,  have,  small  chnroh<«stablighmentB, 
where  they  support  missionaries;  but  in  a  humble  style, 
which  strongly  represents  the  abject  condition  of  Christi- 
anity, when  under  persecution. 

Yet^  howerer  much  tarnished  their  ancient  spleador,  it 
oannbt  be  denied,  that,  in  religious  matters,  the  sable  Pot- 
ti^ese  of  Bengal  bare  oatdone  the  British.  They  had 
chunibes  long  ago,  and  one  in  Calcutta,  built  at  a  great 
e^eilM  by  an  opulent  individual,  and  while  only  one 
Bngllsh  steeple  oonld  be  seen  under  the  presidency  t£ 
Fott-WllKam.  Great  alterations,  faowerer,  in  these  re> 
Bpeots  are  in  daily  progresskm. 

Many  Poitugaeae  ayat  affect  to  be  in  posseMion  of 
gniealogies,  whereby  they  prove  their  lineal  descent  from 
idOBt  illnstrioufi  characters;  moat  of  whom  would,  no 
doubt,  be  indeed  abashed,  by  a  sight  of  Uieir  ilUlated 
and  degenerate  posterity.  It  can  scarcely  be  coDoeived 
what  pride  is  retained  by  these  women,  who  are  fond  of 
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adohtioD,  and  lore  eren  to  adoratioa  th«  dait  word 
Signora.  To  lee  tbeid  fnU-dreased  on  Chriitmfta  Daj 
is  truly  diverting ;  their  costume  being,  bb  nearly  u  cir- 
camstaneea  will  admit,  tbat  of  tba  daya  of  rt^fy  in 
FnncQ,  with  a  dash  of  the  antiqae  VbbA'Cbt'z;  to  ra- 
nund  tbem,  probably,  of  that  eclipae  whioli  a  gradnal 
iDtermixtnre  with  the  natirea  has  cast  npon  thair  onea 
tawoy  but  now  aabte  countenances.  The  humiliating 
reflections  attandaot  upon  auch  a  comparison  should 
rather  proinpt  them  to  bum  their  pedigrees',  and  to  avoid 
whatever  could  induce  letrosjieotion.  Bat  the  ^d 
pridea  heiaelf  on  that  remote  affinity  dainaed  from  her 
records;  she  retains  all  the  <^ensive  hauteur  of  her  pr»- 
genitors,  which,  being  grafted  upion  the  aiMt  obnonomf 
quelitdes  of  the  Hindoo  or  Moossalmau  characten, 
makea  a  ttwt  tntemble  as  ridicnlona  as  it  ia  despicable. 

The  Hindoostanee  aya  (a  woman  bom  either  of 
HoosBolman  or  of  Hindoo  parents)  is  ^ther  rare,  unless 
in  cases  where  young  women  have  lost  their  catti,  and 
thus  becbme  aliens  to  their  own  sects.  ThbK  are  said 
to  be  the  most  valuable  servants ;  much  superior  to  such 
as  come  under  the  designation  of  baaufy,  (slave,)  arid 
which  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  purchased  in  their  in- 
fiutcy  from  those  miserable  beii^  who,  daring  ttmee  of 
acarcity,  have  been  compelled  to  sell  tbeir  ofiafHing; 
thereby  preserving  the  lives  of  bodi.  TAe  <ibligatlotii 
howeveri  does  not  hold  good,  according  to  the  existing 
regulations  under  the  British  government,  to  which  sl&< 
very  is  totally  rbpi^nant ;  though  the  Mahonedan  latr 
authorizes  the  purchaser  of  a  child,  thus  obtunad.  to  ro: 
taia  it,  and  to  connnaod  ita  services,  upon  the  conditMO 
of  proper  food  and  raiment^  till  hs  liberation  at  a  «ertaiia 
^e.  There  is,  neverdieless,  in  the  operation  of  this  IbW 
a  wide  latitude ;  it  being  extremely  difficult  for  the  slave 
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to  Bubatantiate  his  age,  which  can  ooly  be  computed  from 
what  the  purchaser  asserts  it  to  hare  been  when  the  sals 
took  place. 

Though  very  few  Uindoostanee  women,  except  such  as 
come  under  the  abore  description,  serve  in  the  capsci^ 
of  oytu  attendant  upon  ladies ;  many  are  employed  as 
nnraea  to  weaned  children,  of  ;Hhicb,  an  mfa  rarely  at- 
tends more  than  one.  Hence,  in  some  femilies,  this  class 
of  domestics  would  be  very  nunerons,  were  it  not  thst 
few  children,  bom  of  European  parents,  remain  in  India 
beyond  their  third  or  fourth  year.  The  generali^  of 
those  remaining,  even  for  that  term,  under  the  care  of 
ta/at,  become  crafty,  proud,  and  unmannerly ;  which 
has  occasioned  several  ladtea  to  engage  as  few  as  possiUe 
of  those  attendants,  and  to  give  their  children  iu  charge 
to  bearers,  or  other  male  servants,  under  whose  care 
they  are  ftiund  to  be  leas  vitiated,  and,  in  general,  far 
more  healthy.  Unless  great  attention  be  paid,  ayat 
will  initiate  their  young  charges  in  many  piactices, 
and  especially  in  language,  such  as  will  require  great 
assiduity  to  correct;  and,  after  all,  this  may  not  be  com- 
pletely efiected.  Besides,  they  are  usually  very  slovenly 
and  ofiensive  in  their  persons. 

The  Daju  is  more  generally  an  attendant  upon  native 
ladies.,  llietr  dress,  in  most  points,  corresponds  with 
that  of  the  Hindoostanee  i^,  but  tbeir  pay  is  much 
leas ;  few  receiving  more  than  five  rupees,  and  the  majo- 
rity serving  for  four.  But  from  a  number  of  domeMic  per- 
qnisites,  especially  the  remains  of  victuals,  cast-off  wear- 
ing apparel,  donations  on  certain  festivals,  overcbaiges  in 
purchases,  duttoree  on  all  articles  bought  by  the  lady,  8ic. 
tie.,  *h«y  manage  to  pick  up  a  very  good  income,  and 
not  unfrequentty  lend  money  to  their  mistresses  at  the 
moderate  rate  of  one  mma  (i.  e.  a  siiteenth)  per  month. 
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ht  erery  rupee  ftdrKiiced.  Thig  is  never  done  nitfaoat  a. 
pledge,  genentlly  of  silver  or  gold  omameats. 

Such  a  rote  of  interest  may  appear  very  high,  but  is 
general  oo  loans  for  short  date ;  and  then  nnder  good  se- 
carity.  The  money-lending  buainess,  eBpecia]ly  that  on 
btmduek,  or  pledge,  is  confined  entirely  to  the  Hindoos. 
Moossulmans  are  prohibited  by  their  institutes  irom  re- 
ceiving,  tfaongh  not  so  strictly  from  paying  interest  In- 
deed, owing  to  the  less  frugal  habits  of  this  sect,  and 
th«T  greater  indulgence  in  ostentatious  display,  few  In- 
dtvidnaJs  are  totally  exempt  from  that  heavy  fine  col- 
lected by  the  Hindoo  shrojs  and  mahajaru,  froin  such  in- 
considerate persons  as  have  occasion  for  them. 

It  is  nevertheless  remarkable,  that  the  generality  of 
tach  money-lenders  as  reside  at  our  several  cantonments, 
are  very  liberal  in  their  advances  to  officers,  who,  when 
much  in  arrears,  are  often  extremely  pressed  for  cash  to 
defray  their  immediate  table  expenses,  and  that,  too, 
eveo  on  the  most  economical  plan.  An  officer  has  been 
repeatedly  kept  from  starving  by  the  accommodation 
which  the  throfft  afibrded,  whose  civility  and  forbearance 
form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  punctual  and  greedy  claima 
of  both  the  Christian  and  the  Jewish  Shylocks  of  Britain. 
When  practicable,  they  will  indeed  obtain  some  kind  of 
aecority  for  their  loans.  This  is  only  reasonable ;  but 
they  have  been  known  to  furnish  many  hundreds  of  rupees 
■imply  on  an  acknowledgment  upon  a  scrap  of  paper, 
barely  speafying  the  sum  and  date,  without  any  form 
soch  as  could  have  validated  the  claim  in  case  of  demise^ 
or  rdusal  of  repayment.  The  truth  is,  that  where  they 
see  no  danger,  they  feel  no  reluctance.     , 

Many  native  ladies,  as  well  as  men,  bat  especially 
Mahomedans,  are  very  dexterous  in  flying  kites,  called 
by    them  puttungi.     The   construction   of   these   varies 
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greatly  from  thosB  used  by  boys  id  England,  tmi^;  imi- 
tations of  a  bird  with  wings  diitended,  though  the  extre- 
miticfi  are  short  end  rounded  off. 

In  order  to  piescire  that  figure,  they  are  bordered  with 
bamboo-wire,  on  which  paper  is  pasted,  of  the  lighteat 
kind,  but  rery  tough.  Ths  loop  is  featened  to  a  rery 
slight  bamboo-rod  ptssiog  dowD  the  centre.  These  kites 
have  no  tails,  yet  tfa«y  are  easily  managed  by  those  accu»- 
tomed  from  theii  infiincy  to  raise  them,  often  to  an  incre- 
diblfl  height.  The  lines  used  for  this  porpose  are  chiefly 
of  thin  and  strong  cotton,  well  twisted :  ahout  fiarty  or 
fifty  yarda  of  the  upper  end  of  the  cord  nearest  to  the 
puttung,  18  rubbed  with  a  fine  siae,  in  which  lerigated 
glass  is  mixed.  This,  when  dry,  has  the  appearance  of 
veiy  fine  sand  paper,  such  as  is  used  for  cleaning 
grates,  &c. 

Sometimes,  in  the  great  cities,  thousands  of  these  kites 
are  seen  floating  in  the  air,  to  the  great  amusement  of 
their  respective  owners,  and  indeed  of  the  spectators, 
who  often  take  considerable  interest  in  the  numeroas  coftr- 
tests  perpetually  presented,  by  the  intentional  crossing  of 
the  several  cords,  which,  being  armed  as  above  described, 
are  calculated  '*  to  cut  the  thread  of  life,"  and  precipitate 
their  several  opponents. 

If  o  sooner  is  the  crossing  of  an  adverse  cord  felt  by  the 
Tibmtions  of  that  in  the  hand,  than  a  sawing  motion  is 
given  to  each  by  the  respective  operators,  when,  in  less 
commonly  than  a  minute,  one  of  the  kites  is  seen  to  give 
way.  On  this  sometimes  are  pending  considerable 
wagers. 

The  great  art  appears  to  be,  to  pass  over  the  adveraary^s 
cord,  and  then  to  lower  the  kite  suddenly,  so  as  to  make, 
momentarily,  an  angle  in  the  cord  thus  passed  over.  An 
instantaneous  pull  sometimes   succeeds  in  severing  the 
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opponant^B  cord,  it  acting  like  a  drawing  oat,  and  pre- 
Muting  a  BucoCBsioQ  of  poiats,  perhaps  three  or  four 
yards  long ;  while  the  under  line,  unless  managed  with 
flimilar  activity,  presents  but  one  point,  and  tbuft  ■>  sub- 
ject to  friction  on  that  point  only,  consequently  it  mast 
be  ccHuiderably  injured. 

The  greatest  judgment  is,  however,  necessary  to  de- 
termine whether  or  not  the  operator  presents  an  armed 
portion  of  his  cord  to  an  unarmed  part  of  that  of  his  op- 
ponent. Should  the  former  be  correct  in  this  instance* 
he  generally  commands  success,  otherwise  he  may  IcMe 
the  day.  An  unpractised  eye  would  be  at  a  loss  in  com- 
puting the  proper  distance,  when  the  lengtii  of  line  let 
out  may  perhaps  exceed  three  or  four  hundred  yards ;  but 
the  natives  form  a  correct  estimate,  and  display  great 
dexterity  in  avoiding  to  cross  any  cord  under  unfavour- 
able circumstances. 

This  amusement  generally  takes  place,  during  the  cool 
of  the  evening,  on  the  flat  tops  of  the  houses.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  xenanah  (or  haram)  enjoy  it  either  from 
Uieir  compoandi  (ot  enclosed  areas)  or  on  the  roofs  of 
their  chambers,  on  tarasees  so  built  up  with  thin  bridi 
wall  as  to  conceal  them  from,the  neighbours. 

This  effect  of  jealousy  is  eveiy  where  apparent ;  nor 
could  any  thing  offend  a  native  more  than  the  erection  of 
an  edifice  overlooking  the  interior  of  that  enclosure  in 
which  his  family  resided.  An  instance  of  this  was  at- 
tended with  considerable  double  and  disadvantf^ ; 

Colond  Watson,  who  was  chief  engineer  under  the 
presidency  of  Fort-William,  obtained  Uie  grant  of  a  large 
piece  of  land,  to  form  a  spacious  dock  for  building  and 
repairing  ships. 

In  enclosing  the  allotted  space,  he  overlooked  the  unto- 
ward circoinstance  of  a  claim,  on  the  part  of  a  neighbour- 
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ing  and  rny  opnleat  mtire,  to  a  part  of  tlte  drcomacribed 
area,  whic:h  was  tbe  aine  quA  non  of  the  undertaking.  The 
natiTfl  said  nothing,  and,  in  all  probability,  wonld  bare 
given  up  hia  land,  or  at  least  bare  sold  it  on  equit^Ie 
terms,  rather  than  iant  thwarted  the  Coloners  views ; 
but,  unfortunately,  tbe  latter  erected  a  large  windmill,  so 
near  to  tbe  native's  house  as  to  annihilate  all  the  prirat^ 
irtiich  bis  ftmily  had  enjoyed. 

Tbe  native  remonstrated,  but  to  do  effect  The  grant 
was  urged  agaiust  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  defiance.  The 
question  was  then  brought  into  court,  when,  the  plaintiff 
gaining  his  cause,  the  wind-mill  ceased  to  work,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  slip,  on  which  some  vessels  have 
rince  been  built,  the  whole  important  and  immense  con~ 
atroction  has  fallen  into  decay. 

The  Hindoostanee  ladies  do  not  wear  shoes ;  and  for 
walking  they  tise  slippers,  which,  soon  as  tbe  lady  retoma 
to  her  seat  on  the  tatrinje,  or  carpet,  are  thrown  aside. 
Those  without  beets,  with  the  back  part  made  to  flatten 
down  under  the  foot,  (for  that  part  is  seldom,  if  ever, 
raised,)  are  called  k'houi ,-  while  those  made  without  any 
backpiece,  the  quarters  terminating  under  the  ancles  on 
each  side,  end  that  have  raised  heels,  to  perhaps  the 
height  of  an  inch,  are  named  chinauU.  In  either  kind, 
as  well  as  in  the  jootiea  worn  by  men,  the  toe-part  is 
terminated  by  a  long  pointed  strip,  usually  of  leather  lined 
with  cloth,  that  curie  inwards  over  the  toes :  without  this, 
the  shoes  would  be  considered  both  unfinished  and  vul- 
gar. Men  commonly  wear  only  embroidered  shoes,  but 
wDm«i  have  au  (Sundance  of  various-coloured  foils, 
principally  purple  or  green,  fastened  down  to  the  body 
of  tbe  vamp,  (which  is  of  some  bright-coloured  broad- 
cloth,) aud  serving,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
disposed,  to  fill  up  the  pattern  of  the  embroidery.    This 
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may  be  either  of  gold  or  silver  thread,  or  very  small 
bugles,  not  dissimilar  to  seed-pearle.  Those  who  cannot 
aSbrd  such  decorations,  are  content  with  silken  oroa- 
ments.  NeiUier  men  nor  women  use  stockings ;  though, 
daring  the  winter  months,  the  more  opulent  wear  a  joor- 
aub,  a  short  kind  of  sock,  made  of  cotton  or  silk,  or 
both  intermixed,  and  of  varioos  colours.  These,  which 
are  remarkably  thick,  rarely  reach  above  the  ancle.  Per- 
sons of  the  first  rank,  hare  tlieir  jooraubs,  as  also  their 
duitaanahs,  or  gloves,  made  of  shflwl.  These  are  of  the 
form  used  in  England  for  children ;  having  a  receptacle 
for  the  thumb,  but  the  fingers  are  all  contained  in  the 
same  bag,  or  cya.  It  is,  however,  very  uncommon  to 
see  a  woman,  of  whatever  rank,  wear  gloves.  This  is, 
no  doubt,  owing  to  the  pride  they  take  in  their  hands, 
which  are  invariably  ornamented  with  gold  or  silver  rings, 
8ic.,  to  the  almost  extent  of  their  purses.  In  fact,  the 
whole  attention  of  a  HindooBtanec  woman,  retained  in 
the  family  of  an  European,  is  directed  towards  the  accu- 
mulation of  trinkets.  These  may  be  supposed  to  be  to- 
lerably expensive,  when  it  is  understood  that  nothing  less 
than  solid  silver  is  admissible.  Qilt,  or  plated  ornaments 
are  held  to  be  disreputable  and  unlucky ;  hence,  the  moo- 
lumbah,  or  plating  trade,  is  very  little  followed  in  India ; 
Aougb  the  jewellers  will  sometimes  pass  off  a  coated,  for 
a  solid  article ;  especially  in  gold  work. 

The  following  are  the  ornaments  chiefly  worn  by  the 
Hindoostanee  ladies.  The  maung-leekah,  or  frontal  orna- 
ment, has  usually  a  star,  or  radiated  centre,  of  about  two 
inches  in  diameter,  set  in  gold,  and  richly  ornamented 
with  small  pearls,  of  which  various  chains  are  attached, 
udiog  to  support  it  in  its  position  on  the  centre  of  the 
foteheadf  A  triple,  or  quadruple  row  of  pearls,  passes 
up  the  centre  of  the  maung,  or  front ;  the  hair  being  di- 
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vided,  and  kept  down  very  fiat.  The  centre  pieoe  (and, 
occasionally,  each  end  piece  also,)  is  composed  of  pre- 
cious stones,  such  as  the  topaz,  the  emerald,  the  amethyst, 
the  mby,  Gu.  Sometimes  the  centre  is  of  one  coloor, 
uid  all  the  rays  of  some  other ;  or  the  latter  are  alternate. 
lliufl,  the  vMung-leekah  is  not  a  .very  light  ornament,  but 
it  is  extremely  splendid,  and  being  generally  set  in  gold, 
often  Tery  valuable.  One  of  a  very  ordinary  description 
will  coat  full  twelve  or  fifteen  guineas,  though  composed 
of  coloured  glass,  or  chrystal,  or  foils.  When  made  of 
precious  stones,  the  price  may  reach  to  any  extent 

The  kumtm-phool  ia  not  unlike  the  centre  piece  of  a 
maimg4€ekah,  and  about  the  same  size,  except  that  it  is 
somewhat  less  in  diameter.  This  ornament  is  fastened  to 
the  lobe  of  the  ear,  both  by  the  usual  mode  of  piercing, 
and  by  a  chain  of  gold  passing  over  the  ear,  so  as  to  bear 
the  weight  of  the  kuman-phool;  which  would  else  caose 
the  lobe  to  be  greatly  extended  downward.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  remarked,  that  most  of  the  inferior  women 
have  lai^  holes  in  that  part  of  the  ear,  wide  enough  to 
pass  a  finger  through ;  and  that  even  the  higher  orders 
consider  an  aperture,  such  as  would  admit  a  pea,  rather 
honourable  than  otherwise  \  from  its  indicating  the  great 
weight,  and  consequent  value,  of  their  jewels. 

The  joomkah  is  always  of  solid  gold,  and  consists  of  a 
hcHlow  hemisphere  or  bell,  curiously  fillagreed,  and  about 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  edges  suspend 
small  rods,  or  pendants  of  gold,  each  ftimished  with  one 
or  more  small  pearls,  gameta.  Sec. ;  sometimes  a  doKen 
pendanta  being  attached  to  the  circumference  of  each 
Joomkah.  In  the  upper  part  is  a  small  perforated  stud, 
sometimes  ornamented,  through  which  a  ring,  about  the 
thickness  of  a  fine  knitting-needle,  and  not  less  than 
half  an  inch  in  diameter,  is  inserted,  it  previously  passing 
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tbrottgh  the  ear  in  the  part  naually  pierced.  This  ling, 
like  every  other  fosteniDg  made  to  pass  through  the  ears 
or  Dose,  is  of  the  purest  gold.  It  is  so  pliant  that  the 
little  hook  made  at  one  end,  by  bending  the  wire,  to  fix 
it  into  a  mioote  loop,  or  eye,  formed  at  the  other  end,  by 
twisting  it,  may  be  stnughtened  at  pleasure  by  means  of 
the  nail  only. 

Eoropean  ladies  are  content  with  one  appendt^^e  at 
each  ear;  while  the  females  of  Hiodoostan  think  it  impos- 
siUe  to  have  too  many.  Hins  they  affix  a  number  of 
small  rings,  of  pure  gold,  or,  in  case  of  poverty,  of  sil- 
ver, or  even  of  tin,  all  along  the  border  of  the  ear, 
which  is  pierced  for  that  purpose  in  at  least  a  dozen  placefl, 
to  receive  these  ornaments,  from  which  mudi  inconve' 
nience  often  arises,  owing  to  the  veil  (already  described) 
frequently  hitching  upon  the  small  hooked  ends  of  the 
wire. 

The  nose  has  its  share  in  the  decorations  of  the  Hin- 
dooBtanee  ladies,  and  usually  bears  two  ornaments.  One, 
called  a  n'hut,  commonly  passed  through  the  left  nostril, 
is  only  a  piece  of  gold  wire  as  thick  as  a  small  knitting- 
needle,  with  the  OHual  book  and  eye,  and  furnished  at  the 
centre,  or  nearly  so,  with  several  garnets,  pearls,  &c  per- 
haps to  the  number  of  five  or  six,  separated  by  a  thin 
plate  of  gold,  having  uBoally  semted  or  escaloped  edges, 
and  being  fixed  transversely  upon  the  wire,  which  pasaeq 
through  their  centres,  as  well  as  tlirough  the  garnets, 
pearls.  Sec.  The  coEomon  diameter  of  the  cinde  of  a  n'hut 
is  about  two  inches  and  a  half.  On  the  coast  of  Coro- 
maodel,  a  similar  ornament  is  worn  in  each  ear  by  men  of 
respectability. 

The  other  nasal  trinket,  called  a  bohuk,  is  flat,  in  form 
not  unlike  that  article  of  fomiture  called  a  footman,  and 
has  at  its  nanowest  part  a  small  ring  with  hook  and  eye. 


:dbvGoogIe 


196  EAST   INDIA   TADE-HECUM. 

It  ia  thns  appended  to  the  middle  of  the  noK  by  means 
of  a  gold  ring  passing  through  the  leptum,  or  dinBioa  be- 
tween the  nostrils ;  the  ornament  lying  flat  upon  the  upper 
lip,  and  having  its  broad  end  famished  with  pendants, 
similar  to  those  on  a  joomkah.  It  is  inconceirable  whet 
some  women  undergo  for  the  sake  of  displaying  their 
riches  in  this  way.  Not  only  does  the  bolaak  interfere 
with  the  motion  of  the  lips  during  meals,  but  it  occasions 
sores  the  most  unsightly  in  that  very  tender  part  to  which 
the  ornament  attaches. 

The  neck  ia  not  forgotten  among  those  lavish  decora- 
tions of  which  the  native  ladies  are  so  fond.  It  is  fur- 
nished witli  various  kinds  of  necklace,  especially  the 
ehumpauk-guUy.  This  is  made  of  separate  rays,  each  in- 
tended to  represent  a  petal  of  the  ckumpauk,  (a  flower 
indigenous  throughout  Asia,)  and,  having  a  6xed  ring 
or  staple  at  its  butt,  the  whole  may  be  strung  close  toge- 
ther, to  the  number  of  forty  pieces,  or  more.  This  orna- 
ment is  usually  worn  rather  loose,  that  it  may  reach  half 
way  down  the  bosom.  The  mounting  is  gold  or  silver, 
according  to  the  means  of  the  wearer ;  and  the  reya  or 
petals  are  in  imitation  of  the  mawtg-ttekah ;  either  chrys- 
tals  set  on  foils,  chiefly  white,  or  precious  stones  of  one 
colour  throughout  the  ornament. 

The  haunteak  is  a  solid  collar  of  gold  or  silver,  weighing 
from  four  ounces  to  nearly  a  pound.  The  latter  must  he 
highly  oppressive  to  the  wearer,  especially  as  they  are 
only  used  on  high  days  and  holidays :  the  general  standard 
may  he  computed  at  about  six  or  seven  ounces.  Being 
made  of  pure  metal,  they  are  easily  bent,  so  as  to  be  put 
on  and  oflT.  Hautueahs  are  commonly  square  in  front, 
under  the  chin,  for  several  inches,  and  taper  off  gradually 
to  not  more  than  half  their  greatest  diameter,  terminating 
at  each  end  with  a  small  knob,  cut  into  a  polygonal  form. 
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This  omameDt  is  Bometimes  carved  in  the  Oriental  ctyle, 
either  through  the  whole  len^,  or  ooly  on  the  front. 

Most  of  the  Hiadoo&taDee  women  wear  round  their 
necks,  strung  upon  black  silk  threads,  tabeeja,  which  are 
silrer  casea,  eucloaing  either  quotatiooa  from  the  Koran 
or  some  mystical  writings,  or  animal  or  vegetable  sub- 
stance. Whatever  may  be  the  contents,  great  reliance  is 
placed  on  their  efficacy  in  repelling  disease,  and  averting 
the  influence  of  witchcraft,  (j'ltaddoo,)  of  which  the  peo- 
ple of  India,  of  every  sect,  entertain  the  greatest  appre- 
henuon.  Hence,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  half  a  dozen 
or  more  of  these  charms  strung  upon  the  same  threads. 

The  upper  parts  of  the  arms  are  adorned  with  semi- 
circular omameDts  made  hollow,  but  filled  up  with  melted 
rosin.  The  ends  are  famished  with  loops  of  the  same 
metal,  generally  silver,  and  secured  by  silken  skeau. 
This  trinket  is  called  a  bai^oo-bund.  The  wrists  are  always 
profusely  decorated.  The  more  ordinary  classes  wear 
rings  made  of  kaunch,  or  clumk,  (the  common  sea-conch,) 
cut  out,  by  means  of  very  fine  saws,  into  narrow  slips, 
which,  when  nicely  joined,  appear  as  if  formed  from  the 
most  circolar  part  of  each  shell.  This,  indeed,  is  some- 
times done ;  but  such  entire  rings  are  very  scarce,  and 
usually  preserved  carefully  in  their  original  pure  white- 
ness. The  city  of  Dacca,  so  famous  for  its  muslins,  car- 
ries on  a  large  intercourse  with  Chittagong,  and  the  coast 
of  Aracao,  for  conchs,  which  ate  used  for  beetling  the 
finer  cloths,  manufactured  in  that  populous  and  rich 
emporium  of  cotton  fabrics.  The  noise  made  by  chtaAing 
the  cloths,  which,  being  laid  many  folds  thick  upon  a 
large  board,  are  beat  with  concht,  wherein  handles  are  in- 
serted, is  peculiarly  distressing  to  an  unaccustomed  ear; 
especially  as  the  operation  continues  night  and  day  with- 
out intermission.    The  small  process,  or  button,  at  the 
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base  of  each  shell,  ia  save  off,  and,  after  being  groatid 
to  a  shape  resembling  that  of  a  flat  turnip,  is  perforated* 
for  the  pnrpose  of  being  strung.  When  so  prepared,  these 
receive  the  name  of  ktatta/a ;  two  rows  of  trhich,  each 
codtoining  from  thirty  to  forty,  are  worn  round  the  neck 
of  every  Sepoy  in  the  Compaay^s  service,  aa  a  part  of  his 
oniform.  This  simple  ornament  affords  a  pleasant  relief 
to  the  sable  countenance  of  a  native,  and  serves  to  fill  op 
a  ipaee  that  would  otherwise  appear  extremely  naked,  be- 
tween the  collar-bones  and  the  chin. 

Some  ladies  wear  on  each  wrist,  a  massy  ring  of  solid 
silver,  weighing  from  three  to  five  ounces.  These  rings 
are  commonly  hexagonal,  or  octagonal,  of  an  equal  thick- 
ness throughout,  and  terminated  by  a  knob  at  each  end, 
the  same  as  in  the  hautueah.  This  ornament,  whidi  ia 
called  a  kutrtth,  being  of  pure  silver,  may  be  opened  saC- 
fieiently  to  be  put  on,  or  off,  at  pleasure;  the  ends  being 
broaght  together  by  an  easy  pressure  of  the  other  hand. 

A  bracelet,  formed  of  small  pointed  prisms  of  solid 
silver,  each  abont  the  size  of  a  very  large  barley-corn, 
and  having  a  ring  soldered  to  one  of  its  sides,  is  very 
common.  These  prisms  are  strung  upon  black  silk,  as 
olose  as  their  pointed,  or  perhaps  rounded,  ends  will  ad- 
mit, in  three  or  four  parallel  rows; -and  then  fastened,  the 
same  as  the  baujoo-iund.  Some  of  the  bracelets,  which 
bear  the  general  name  of  poaitckies,  are  of  gold,  intermix- 
ed with  peaih ;  affording  a  very  rich  appearance.  They 
are  certainly  more  ornamental  than  fchoorieSf  which  are, 
in  the  end,  very  expensive,  on  account  of  the' immense 
nomberB  that  give  way  in  the  wearing. 

The  thumb  of  each  hand  has  generally  on  ornament 
called  ffuiA,  (or  looking-^Iass,)  formed  of  a  ring  which 
ftts  the  thumb,  and  has  a  small  mirror,  about  the  site  of  a 
balf^penny,  fixed  upon  it  by  the  centre,  so  as  to  accord 
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with  the  bfM^  of  the  thumb.  Each  finger  is  provided 
with  ai^ootUSf  or  rings,  of  various  torts  and  sizea,  gene- 
rally of  gold;  those  of  silver  being  considered  mean. 
Hie  inah  should  correspond  in  this  particular;  but,  on 
account  of  the  quantity  of  gold  required  whereia  to  set 
the  glass,  many  content  the^oselvea  with  «ilver  mouotiiig. 
Hial  a  small  looking-glasa  may,  at  times,  be  commodi- 
oujily  situated  at  the  back  of  the  thumb,  will  not  be  dia- 
pnted ;  but  what  shall  be  said  for  that  preposterous 
custom,  which  Europeans  have  witnessed,  of  wearing 
a  similar  ornament  on  each  great  toe. 

A  lady,  at  all  priding  herself  on  the  splendour  of  her 
dress,  must  have  a  pair  of  very  substantial  kurruhi,  or 
rings  of  silver,  not  weighing  less  than  half  a  pound  each, 
npiHi  heraooles.  '  She  must  also  have  a  pair  ofpaumj^i, 
made  flexible,  and  ornamented  with  little  spherical  bells, 
all  of  which  tinkle  at  every  motion  of  the  limb.  The  or- 
dinary pattern  of  the  pauai^b,  is  mural,  each  piece  being 
kept  in  its'  place  by  wires,  passing  throu^  its  two  ends 
vertically.  The  toes  have  likewise  their  rings,  called 
ckeBahs,  usually  about  the  fifth  of  an  inch  broad,  very 
thin,  and  for  the  most  part,  with  beaded  edges. 

The  women  of  Portuguese  extraction,  wear  their  hair 
in  a  lai^  top-knot,  secured  by  an  immense  silver  pin,  or 
mther  a  skewer ;  the  broad  part  of  which  is  either  filla- 
greed,  eoamelled,  or  engraved.  The  Hindoostanee  ladies 
wear  oo  such  ornament.  They  comb  down  thetr  Irontal 
hail,  while  abundantiy  moistened  with  fw^,  (the  moci> 
lage  obtained  by  steepin?  linseed  in  a  small  quantity  of 
water  ;)  and  causing  it  to  part  from  the  oentre  in  two 
diverging  sweeps,  or  crescents,  which  come  down  to  the 
exterior  corners  of  the  eye-brows,  tailing  ia  immediately 
above  the  ears ;  they  thus  render  the  whole  smooth,  cont- 
pact,  and  glossy.    AU  the  hair  appertaining  to  the  hinder 
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part  of  the  head,  is  bntided  togethorfor  its  whole  leo^, 
and  ultimately  blended  with  black  ribbon ;  which  coati- 
Does  the  braid  for  many  inches,  or  even  a  foot,  or  more, 
so  as  to  render  it  doubtful,  at  a  certain  distance,  whether 
the  hair  does  not  occupy  the  whole  length.  This  is  a 
point  of  the  utmost  importance  with  a  aative  lady,  for 
one  of  the  greatest  punishments  a  judge  can  inflict  on  a 
woman,  is  to  have  her  head  shaved.  And  it  is  very  com- 
mon for  a  native  to  cause  the  hair  of  his  bavaidy,  or 
female  Blare,  to  be  taken  off  for  any  trifling  offence. 

Coral  beads  are  in  high  estimation  throughout  Hindoo- 
staoy  for  necklaces,  and  bracelets  for  women.  Though 
these  beads  are  manufactured  from  the  red  coral,  fished 
up  in  various  parts  of  Asia,  they  are  very  costly,  especi- 
ally when  they  ran  to  any  size.  They  are  generally  sold 
by  the  sicca-weight,  or  tolah :  that  is,  by  their  weight  in 
silrer,  two  and  a  half  rupees  weighing  about  one  ounce ; 
or  eighty  to  the  seer  of  nearly  two  pounds  aroirdupotse* 

The  lowest,  and  most  poverty-itruck  woman  in  Bengal, 
would  consider  herself  truly  wretched  if  she  could  not, 
now  and  then,  anoint  her  head  with  oil  of  some  kind. 
-  The  ladies  of  afflu«ice  invariably  use  scented  oils,  of 
which  those  impregnated  with  the  bale,  the  jasmine,  and 
sandal,  are  most  in  use.  Doubtless,  custom  reconciles 
the  nostrils  of  an  Asiatic  to  "the  rancid  fragrance;" 
but,  to  an  European,  nothing  can  be  more  offensive.  A 
full-dressed  Hindoostanee  lady  is  the  living  type  of  that 
sarcastic  xouplet  of  Swift : 

"  Enrich'd  with  all  the  gaj  [xrluine, 
She  wafts  a  steach  around  the  room." 

The  sale  of  these  oils,  as  also  of  the  mini/,  is  confined 
to  a  clasE  of  men  called  gundies,  who  carry  their  ware 
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about  in  Bmall  baskets.  The  fntt^  is  applied  by  both 
sexes  to  their  teeth,  and,  by  fonniDg  a  black  coating,  or 
Tarnish,  is  supposed  to  preserve  their  enamel  from  the 
action  of  the  lime  contained  in  the  pavm,  or  beetle,  which 
they  generally  chew.  From  these  gundies  ia  also  procured 
the  soormah,  or  levigated  antimony,  used  for  bUckening 
the  edges  of  the  eye-lids.  The  oils,  and  especially  the 
utr,  or  ottah  of  roses,  are  very  carefully  packed  in  cotton- 
wool, and  made  to  appear.of  great  value.  Wonderful  are 
the  deceptions  practised  by  this  class  of  hawkers,  who 
are  consummate  in  the  arts  of  flattery  and  intrigue.  From 
the  exercise  of  one  or  the  other,  not  unfrequently  ^m 
the  nnioo  of  both,  Ihey  could  not  fail  to  become  very  rich, 
but  for  the  dissipated  lives  they  generally  lead. 

Of  the  perfumed  oils  in  common  use  among  the  Hin- 
doostanee  ladies,  the  preparation  is  very  easy,  being,  for 
the  most  part,  sweet  oils  of  any  kind,  extracted  from  liu- 
aeed,  or  from  the  cocoa-nut,  or  from  any  plant  coining 
under  the  deaomination  of  taetah,  (sweet,)  perfumed  by 
means  of  a  small  quantity  of  the  essential  oil  of  any  (rai 
grant  flower,  particularly  the  rose,  the  jasmine,  the  bale, 
&C.    All  these  oils  are  extremely  common. 

That  highly  fragrant  oil  extracted  from  the  rose,  called 
attar,  or  by  Europeans  otlah,  is  by  no  means  so  common 
as  might  be  expected,  at  least  not  in  perfection.  As  to 
reputed  attar,  that  may  be  had  of  every  gundy,  and  at 
even  a  few  annas  per  tolah  (or  half-ounce  weight).  Qe- 
nuine  attar  is  sold  only  by  particular  persons,  and  at  a 
very  high  price ;  commonly  about  four  guineas  (two  gold 
mohurs)  per  ounce.  The  natives,  for  many  years,  pre- 
tended to  make  a  great  secret  of  the  process  whereby  this 
valuable  oil  was  extracted ;  whence  they  not  only  retained 
the  whole  profit,  but  could  practise  various  deceptionB  of 
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gnat  advantage  to  themseWeB,  but  extremely  tnjniioiiB  to 
the  eztzact* 

Some  ladies  anoint  their  bodies  with  scented  oils,  bat 
they  mostly  prefer  that  extracted  from  the  tesamam,  or 
mustard  seed  ;  which  is  also  generally  need  throughout 
every  branch  of  calinary  preparation,  among  the  natives 
of  every  sect.  When  the  oil  is  applied  to  the  body,  (over 
every  part  of  which  it  is  smeared,  the  person  being  gene- 
rally exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  Bun,  while  the  nnction 
is  performing,)  it  is  in  a  raw  state ;  but,  when  intended 
for  sauce,  it  is,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  rankness  of  its 
flavour,  subjected  to  a  simple  operation,  whereby  it  is 
very  considerably  sweetened ;  though  not  diveBted  of  a 
certain  davour  by  which  its  use  may  always  be  detected. 
The  oil  is  put  into  a  deep  earthen  or  metal  vessel,  having 
some  kind  of  lid,  such  as  a  flat  pan^  Etc.  to  retain  the 
heat  while  the  oil  is  preparing.  When  it  boils  and 
crackles,  one  side  of  the  lid  is  raised,  and  a  small  quan- 
tity of  cold  water  thrown  in,  the  lid  being  shut  down  as 
quickly  as  possible,  lest  the  oil,  which  rises  immediately 
when  touched  by  the  water,  should  scald  the  operator. 
This  is  repeated  three  or  four  times,  at  Bhort  intervals,  till 
the  oil  is  nearly  divested  of  its  unpleasant  and  acrimo- 
nious  flavour.  BoUi  sexes  anoint  th^r  bodies  with  the 
oil  of  saamum,  commonly  called  by  Europeans  muahuul 

% 

*  Although  man;  geDtleineD  had  occasioDilly  endeaTOUred  to  af- 
Ceitain  the  proportion*  used  by  the  veuden  of  attah.  It  vai  not  till 
about  the  pear  I7B1,  or  17S8,  that  any  attenipt  was  made,  on  an  ex- 
tensire  scale,  to  compete  with  that  class  of  distillers.  The  late  Lieu- 
tenant-Coin  net  Anthony  Poller,  who  resided  for  many  years  at  his 
beautiful  villa,  some  miles  from  Lucknow,  appears  lo  hare  been  the 
first  whose  researches  included  the  distillation  of  atfak,  in  which 
punuil  be  wa*  Temailubly  auccessful,  considering  honr  much  in- 
uigin,  comqttioii,  and  igaotaocc  he  had  to  contend  with. 
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oil,  from  its  being  iavariably  used  by  tbe  mtuAuu/cAeet  to 
feed  the  flames  of  their  links,  OTtnuskuuls.  By  the  oatives 
it  is  called  kurwalHale,  or  bitter  oil.  In  some  iDstances, 
turmeric  has  been  mixed  with  it,  to  excite  perspiratioD. 
This  absurd  practice  ia  not  very  general,  but  it  might  have 
been  supposed  that  the  fallacy  of  such  an  opinion  would 
long  ago  have  been  discovered,  and  the  turmeric  found 
rather  to  increase  the  obstruction  inevitably  produced  by 
theoil,  than  to  promote  diaphoresis.  The  only  probable 
use  of  the  unction,  is  that  of  $toppiag  the  pores.  Hence 
all  the  poor  throughout  India  avail  themselves,  whenever 
Aey  have  ^e  means,  of  a  handful  or  two  of  kurwah-tale, 
to  mb  over  their  skins,  during  the  winter  season  especi- 
ally. Many  who  can  afford  but  light  clothing,  and  are 
not  competent  to  purchase  qnilted  jackets,  would  be  al- 
most frozen,  were  it  not  for  this  precaution. 

This  practice,  bo  extiemely  common,  if  not  universal 
throughout  India,  seems  to  be  at  variance  with  the  opi- 
nions of  European  physicians,  who  consider  it  highly 
dangerous  to  close  too  many  of  the  pores  at  one  time. 
Hat  it  is  done  with  impunity  in  India,  is  sufficiently 
known ;  such  unctions  are  indeed  recommended  in  high 
fevers,  by  the  native  doctors,  (generally  Bramins,)  who 
likewise  prescribe  a  thick  plaistering  of  pounded  herbs  to 
be  in  such  cases  applied  all  over  the  body.  This,  which 
rarely  fails  to  produce  relief,  is  evidently  the  basis  of  that 
refrigerant  course  adopted  of  late  years,  by  some  of  the 
most  celebrated  medical  practitioners. 

As  a  perfume,  the  more  delicate  ladies  of  India  rub 
themselves  with  various  drugs,  not  very  gratifying  to  the 
olfactory  nerves  of  Europeans ;  the  same  is  also  used  for 
the  hair.  A  few  use  a  kind  of  pomade,  made  extempo- 
raneously of  orange  peels,  ground  fine  upon  a  stone,  and 
mixed  with  flour  made  from  peas,  called  basin.    This  is 


i.,GoogIe 


204  EAST   INDIA    V^OE'HECUH. 

really  fragrant,  aa  well  as  cleansing,  unlike  the  sandal 
whidi  some  aubetitate  for  the  citric  aroma.  It  is  of  a  pe- 
culiarly Bickly  scent,  which  does  not  easily  wash  oat  of 
linen. 

With  respect  to  religious  ablutions^  the  natiTes  of  every 
sect,  but  especially  the  Bramins,  are  particular,  even  to 
fiutidiousnesB.  They  all  bathe  daily,  at  least  once  before 
dinner,  and  in  all  weathers,  repairing  for  that  purpose 
either  to  some  neighbouring  river,  or  to  a  pond,  (or  tank.) 
There  they  walk  in  the  water  up  to  their  waists,  and  plac- 
ing their  thumbs  in  their  ears,  and  their  fore-fingers  press- 
ing their  nostrils,  immerse  themselves  several  times  in 
Bucceseion,  by  squatting  suddenly  upon  their  haunches, 
generally  repeating  various  prayers  on  these  occasions. 
All  take  this  opportunity  to  wash  their  dolies,  and  other 
parts  of  their  apparel,  having  dry  clothes  in  readiness  on 
the  shore.  It  is  curious  at  the  ghauts,  or  wharfs,  to  see 
hundreds  of  persons  bathing  in  this  manner  at  the  same 
Ume.  The  water  is  indeed  often  thronged  for  the  whole 
day,  especially  at  Benares,  Allahabad,  Betoor,  and  other 
sacred  cities,  to  which  pilgrims  resort  Ipr  that  purpose  at 
particular  times,  from  immense  distances.  It  is  supposed 
that  nearly  a  million  of  persons  assemble  to  bathe  in  the 
Ganges ;  yet,  as  it  must  appear  extraordinary  to  the 
European  reader,  scarcely  ever  does  a  person  lose  his 
clothes  while  bathing,  perhaps  in  some  measure  owing  to 
that  astonishing  concourse  of  barbers  who  ofiSciate  pre- 
vious to  each  person  entering  the  sacred  stream,  and 
usually  take  charge  of  the  vestments. 

At  all  the  bathing  places  the  sexes  are  intermixed,  each 
being  in  their  usual  clothing.  Women,  however,  of  a 
superior  class,  are  not  suffered  to  go  abroad  except  in 
close  vehicles ;  and  were  they  voluntarily  to  shew  their 
faces  to  any  nule,  except  their  husbands,  they  would  be 
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in  danger  of  losing  their  beads.  Such  never  bathe  in  the 
liver,  without  ample  precautiona.  A  epot  la  aelected 
where  the  water  sboala  gradually,  and  the  bather  cannot 
be  overlooked  from  any  height,  8tc.  There  an  area  is  en- 
cloaed  by  kanauts,  supported  to  the  height  of  eight  feet 
or  more,  by  meana  of  bamboo  poles,  kept  in  their  places 
by  ropes  fastened  to  stakes,  or  to  poles  driven  into  the 
sand.  The  lady  is  carried  to  an  overlap  or  opening  in  the 
huiauts,  mostly  in  a  covered  carriage,  of  wiiich  the  driver 
retires,  taking  with  him  the  oxen,  and  leaving  the  machine 
enclosed  within  the  area,  where  it  serves  the  purpose  of  a 
dressing-room.  The  female  servants  attend  the  interior, 
while  the  eaterior  is  guarded  by  sentinels,  or  perhaps  by 
eunnchs,  on  the  land  side;  and,  towards  anynavigable  chan- 
nel a  boat  is  stationed,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  strangers. 
Mahomedan  women  seldom  bathe  in  this  manner,  but 
generally  content  themselves,  like  their  husbands,  with 
having  five  or  six  large  pots  of  water  thrown  over  their 
heads.  Europeans  ordinarily  bathe  in  this  way,  daily, 
during  the  hot  season ;  and,  on  some  occasions,  even  the 
pious  Hindoo  resorts  to  the  same  domestic  ablution, 
though  it  is  held  far  inferior  to  immersion  in  the  Ganges, 
or  in  some  stream  within  a  reasonable  distance.  Bigots 
will  often  travel  several  miles  to  be  laved  by  tlie  holy  fiuid, 
while  others  will  scarcely  go  as  many  yards  to  enjoy  that 
reputed  blessing.  All,  however,  must  observe  the  law  to 
a  certain  extent ;  and  whether  owing  to  habit  or  venera- 
tion, the  number  of  trespasses  is  certainly  very  limited. 
It  may  be  supposed,  that  in  so  hot  a  climate  bathing 
must  be  a  luxury ;  yet  at  some  seasons  the  waters  are  by 
no  means  inviting,  and  it  has  been  found,  on  going  into  a 
bath  in  December  and  January,  that  the  sensations  were 
truly  painful. 
Mabomedans  in  opulent  circumstances,  and  especially 
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those  of  rank,  generally  have  baths  Used  with  marble  ot 
masonry.  These  are  placed  in  some  private  apartmenls, 
to  which  their  femilies  can  have  immediate  access.  They 
are  sometimes  furnished  with  an  apparatus  for  heating 
water  to  any  temperature,  as  in  ell  the  pablic  baths  at 
Calcutta,  and  the  several  great  cities  throughout  the  East 
These  hatha,  which  are  called  Aummunu,  are  eztreniely 
convenient,  and,  if  properly  used,  no  less  healthfuL  It 
is  necessary  alter  quitting  them  to  be  extremely  caudoot 
of  exposure  to  the  air,  on  account  of  the  perfect  cleans- 
ittg  given  to  the  skin  by  the  attendants,  who,  by  means 
of  hautties,  (a  kind  of  glove  made  of  hair  or  very  coarse 
wool,)  bring  off  such  a  quantity  of  scurf  as  astanishes 
those  who  consider  themselves  to  be  very  cleanly  in  their 
persons.  These  men  cause  every  joint  in  the  batiier*s 
frame  to  crack,  thereby  giving  sometimes  no  inconsider- 
able pain ;  to  which,  however,  the  natives  are  so  fully 
-  accustomed,  as  to  consider  it  a  luxury.  Although  the 
hummums  are  much  frequented  by  Mahomedans,  yet  they 
appear  to  be  chiefly  supported  by  the  resort  of  Arme- 
nians, Greeks,  Portuguese,  and  English  geatlemeo. 

The  waters  throughout  the  East  are  infested  by  alliga- 
tors of  an  enormous  size,  of  which  some  are  most  san- 
guinary depredators.  It  often  happens  that  daily  a  bather 
is  carried  off  from  a  ghaut,  perhaps  for  a  fortnight  in  auo- 
cession,  when  some  lucky  shot  either  kills  the  alligator,  or 
drives  him  from  the  vicinity.  Such  is  the  faith  in  predes- 
tination entertained  by  all  the  natives,  whether  Moossul- 
mans  or  Hindoos,  that,  though  on  such  occasions  tbey 
proceed  to  the  ghaut  with  obvious  apprehension,  they 
omit  none  of  their  ablutionary  duties  on  account  of  those 
depredations  they  have  daily  witnessed.  They,  however, 
shew  great  anxiety  to  have  the  alligator  killed. 
However  recluse  may  be  the  Hindoostanee  ladies,  yet 
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they  indulge  in  certain  amugemeiits  peculiar  to  India. 
The  acceptanue  and  transmiBsion  of  compliments  and 
civilitieB,  afford  oo  small  gratiBcation :  the  arrival*  or 
despatch,  of  a  complimentary  pawn,  (beetle,)  or  of  an 
elauehee,  (cardamom,)  being  an  affair  of  considerable  im- 
portance among  a  race,  whose  whole  time  appears  to  be 
devoted  to  whatever  is  childish  or  insignificant.  When 
visits  are  paid,  mnch  ceremony  is  used,  and  every  endea- 
vour exerted,  to  appear  well-bred  and  a&ble.  On  such 
occasions,  a  profiiaion  of  compliments  are  exchanged, 
while  each  narrowly  observes  the  dress,  the  equipage,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  other,  but  reserves  her  remarks  till  a 
free  vent  may  be  given  to  envy  and  jealouBy,  not  forget- 
ting a  little  scandal.  Some  ladies  affect  to  possess  a  mu- 
sical ear,  and  exercise  not  only  their  own  lungs,  hut  those 
of  their  attendants  also,  in  vociferating  various  common- 
place songs.  These  captivating  strains  they  accompany 
with  tremendous  thumps  on  a  large  long  drum,  called  a 
dhoU;  or  perhaps  shewing  the  agility  of  their  fingers  in 
playing  upon  a  very  small  kind  of  tambourine,  called  a 
comtfetrif. 

Very  few  European  women  fu«  to  be  seen  with  the 
regiments  in  India.  Such  as  adventure  thither,  soon  fall 
victims  to  tiie  climate,  which  nothing  but  the  most  vigor- 
ous constitutions,  backed  by  temperance  and  uncommon 
prudence,  can  enable  them  to  resist.  Hence,  the  few  that 
survive,  though  they  present  rather  a  masculine  appear- 
ance, find  it  expedient  to  confine  themselves  much  within 
the  barracks ;  keeping  out  of  the  sun,  and  avoiding  the 
use  of  strong  liquors.  The  children  of  such  women 
usually  prove  remarkably  hardy ;  whereas  the  issue  of 
an  European  fiitber  by  a  naUre  woman,  is  usually  of  an 
effeminate,  weakly  constitution. 

It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  a  very  great  portion  of 
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these  Creoles,  mestees,  &c.  caonot  be  prorided  for  in 
some  manner  serviceable  to  the  state.  Their  nambers 
are  considerable,  especially  females,  who  are  allowed  to 
remain  with  the  orphan  instttntion,  often  to  a  very  ma- 
ture age.  Some,  indeed  become  attendants,  oi  ladies^ 
maids  in  respectable  families ;  but  for  the  most  part  they 
have  no  certain  provision.  It  is  probably  owing  to  reflec- 
tioD,  as  much  as  to  their  arriving  at  puberty,  tliat  so  many 
of  these  unfortunate  girls  become  in^ne.  This  does  not 
occur  among  the  boys ;  who  are  either  apprenticed  to 
some  good  business,  if  of  the  upper  school,  (in  which  only 
the  children_of  officers  are  admitted,)  or,  if  of  the  lower 
school,  (wherein  the  children  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  are  brought  up,)  are  draughted,  at  a 
proper  age,  to  the  several  regiments,  both  native  and  Eu- 
ropean, ^ere  to  serve  as  drummers  and  fifers. 

This  Orphan  Inatitution  is  now  intimately  blended  with 
the  military  establishmeots  throughout  India ;  the  Com- 
pany making  it  a  part  of  their  regulations,  for  all  persons 
admitted  into  their  military  service,  to  become,  ipso/iacto, 
subscribers  to  the  fund.  It  originated  from  the  assiduity 
of  a  few  officers,  who,  in  1782,  framed  a  code,  after  en- 
tering into  a  voluntary  subscription,  to  provide  for  the 
children  of  such  deceased  officers  as  bad  not  left  suffici- 
ent property  to  maintain  their  children,  whether  legiti- 
mate or  otherwise.  Among  the  gentlemen  who  suggested 
this  undertaking.  Colonel  William  Kirkpat/ick  was  con- 
spicuous. He  was  at  that  time  secretary  to  the  late  Ge- 
neral Giles  Stibbert,  who  then  commanded  the  Bengal 
army,  and  aided  the  institution  by  every  public  means,  as 
well  as  by  his  private  influence  and  bounty. 

Though  the  institution  was  placed  under  the  guidance 
and  control  of  men  highly  respectable,  and  perfectly  qua- 
lified for  the  charge,  and  the  officers,  (with  very  few  ex- 
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csptions)  Bubscribecl  towards  its  support,  the  object 
would  have  been  defeated,  had  not  the  Company  contri- 
buted liberally.  After  all,  it  would  certainly  have  been 
subject  to  diminution,  if  not  to  entire  failure,  about  the 
year  1796,  had  not  the  army  been  newly  modelled,  and 
thus  an  immense  addition  been  made  to  the  funds,  by 
an  unprecedented  promotion,  and  the  assent  of  the  su- 
perior ranks  to  subscribe  in  proportion  to  their  pay ; 
otherwise,  all  above  the  rank  of  major  would  have  been 
exempt.  The  Company  had,  formerly,  allowed  for  each 
child  bom  to  an  European  soldier  the  sum  of  fire  rupees 
monthly;  but  that  indulgence  was,  atone  period,  wholly 
done  away-  Afterwards,  when  the  institution  was  ex- 
tended to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
three  rupees  were  allowed  monthly  for 'every  child  re< 
tained  with  the  parents,  according  to  the  liberty  granted 
of  retaining  them  till  the  completion  of  their  third  year. 
After  this,  Uiey  were  peremptorily  taken  to  the  tower 
school,  where  the  Company  at  first  allowed  for  them, 
monthly,  at  the  rate  of  three,  but  subsequently  at  five 
rupees  each.  It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  affecting 
scenes  when  the  children  are  taken  from  their  parents, 
to  be  sent  to  the  foundation.  The  latter,  indeed,  know 
that  every  justice  will  be  done  to  their  offspring,  and  they 
cannot  but  express  their  sense  of  the  kind  intention  of 
their  benefactors;  but,  to  part  from  a  child,  whatever 
may  be  its  complexion,  ia  a  most  painful  stm^le  between 
duty  and  nature. 

The  good  policy  of  making  some  provision  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  soldiery  is  obvious,  as  the  expense  of  send- 
ing them  to  Europe  would  be  disproportionate  to  the 
means  of  their  parents.  The  boys  are  now  amply  pro- 
vided for;  bat  the  situation  of  the  girls  ts  lamentable. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  Society  have  never  established 
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any  &ctory,  in  which  their  minds,  as  well  u  their  bands, 
could  be  employed,  while  their  maintenance  would  be  da> 
frayed  by' the  produce  of  their  industry.  It  has  beat 
urged,  that  the  price  of  lab6ur  being  so  cheap  through- 
out India,  there  could  arise  but  litUe  profit  from  the  ez- 
ertioBs  <^  the  orphans.  Yet,  where  labour  is  cheap,  so 
are  provisions;  coDsequently,  under  proper  guidance, 
enough  might  be  earned  to  provide  for  the  whole  esta- 
blishment. If  the  refuse,  or  ferret  cloths,  mannfoe- 
tnred  for  the  Company,  were  to  be  handed  over,  in  such 
quantities  as  might  be  in  demand,  to  the  female  or- 
phans, for  the  purpose  of  being  worked  np  into  wearing 
apparel,  there  would  always  be  a  sale  so  extennvc, 
especially  among  the  lower  classes  of  inhabitants,  the 
sea-faring  people,  aud  the  fresh  arrivals  irom  Burope, 
that  no  stock  would  remain  on  hand.  It  is  a  notorious 
feet,  that  if  raw  silk,  after  being  wound  off  from  the 
cocooHf,  or  pods,  were  given  to  the  orphans  to  finish,  and 
to  reel  properly  for  the  European  market,  there  would  be 
an  immense  saving  of  the  article  itself,  and  of  the  ez> 
penees  in  every  part  of  the  adventure;  while  the  iuatitu- 
tion  coald  not  fail  to  derive  the  most  solid  advant^es. 

But,  in  Calcutta,  a  city  carrying  on  so  large  a  tiade, 
there  must  be  a  variety  of  speculations  open  to  the  choice 
of  ^e  managers^  The  lighter  kind  of  sails  for  shipping 
and  small  craft,  hammocks,  beddings,  &o.,  dresses  for 
patients  in  the  hospitals,  sheets,  pillow-cases,  book- 
binding to  a  certain  extent,  and  a  number  of  odier  em- 
ployments, might  be  peremptorily  claimed  for  the  or- 
phans as  exclusive  privileges.  Every  oartridge-cese,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  army  clothing,  together  with  all, 
exceptii^;  the  leather  and  heavy  canvass-work  of  tents, 
might  be  performed  at  the  orphan-school ;  the  Company 
of  course  making  due  remuneration.    If,  with  such  ez- 
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tenrive  concenu,  raqniring  bo  much  muinal  laboor,  the 
Company  do  not  give  employ  to  fire  or  six  handred  girli, 
irom  three  to  twenty  yean  of  agei  the  fault  must  aosnredly 
lie  rather  among  the  monagem  than  with  the  goveniment ; 
to  which  the  making  some  proviBion  for  the  maintenance 
of  that  portion  of  the  eBtabliibment  dependant  entirely 
npoQ  the  Company  for  support,  must  be  a  desideratnm. 

The  Directors  very  pradently  objected  to  some  of  the 
original  articles,  wherein  the  founders  appear  to  have  been 
vather  too  sanguine,  and  to  hare  wared  several  consider- 
ations of  a  political  nature.  Thus,  the  Company  declined 
to  warrant  admission  into  their  service  of  anch  boys  as 
might  appear  eligible  as  cadets ;  the  measure  being  in- 
compatible with  the  ^patro^age  of  the  Court ;  and,  as  in. 
definitely  expressed,  would  have  subjected  the  Company 
to  a  pledge,  even  respecting  the  sons  of  the  native  women. 
It  was,  therefore,  pradently  resolved,  that  "the  children 
to  be  sent  to  Europe  for  education,  should  be  the  legiti- 
mate ofifspring  of  European  parents  only.'* 

Of  making  provision  for  the  sons  of  officers,  tbae  seems 
bot  little  doubt.  The  great  encrease  of  mercantile  esta- 
blishments in  Calcutta,  and  in  general  throughout  the 
country,  has  opened  a  wide  field  for  the  employment  of 
nnmbera  conversant  with  the  Hindui  and  Bengallee  lan- 
goages,  (which  the  orphans  acquire  habitually,)  and  with 
common  accounts.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  so  few,  if 
any,  are  sent  on  board  the  pilot-scboonera,  according  to  a 
clause  in  the  original  institution,  or  as  mates  on  board  the 
country-traders.  They  certainly  would  he  far  better  qu^^ 
lifled,  for  such  situations,  than  Europeans,  totally  ignorant 
of  the  vernacular  tongue,  and  whose  constitutions  are  ill 
adapted  to  the  climate.  As  to  placing  Creoles  of  any  de- 
Boription  in  authority,  whether  civil  or  military,  there  can 
be  but  one  opinion ;  since  their  admission,  into  either  the 
p3 
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one  or  tbe  other,  could  not  foil  to  Icsmd  that  respect  and 
dflfereQce  which  ought  moBt  BtndictaBly  to  be  exacted,  on 
ereiy  occasion,  from  tbe  oatires  of  every  rank.  • 

The  expenses  ef  sending  children  iroifi  India  to  Europe 
are  very  considerable.  Few  commanders  of  Indiamen 
will  take  a  child  for  less  than  800  sicca  rupees,  equal  to 
£100. ;  and,  even  then,  some  attendant  must  be  provided, 
whose  passage  will  probably  amount  to  as  much  more. 
The  best  mode  is,  for  several  parents  to  hire  a  small  cabin 
between  decks,  and  to  send  a  woman  in  chai^  of  their 
united  families,  to  tlie  number,  perhaps,  of  five  or  six  lit- 
tle ones ;  alt  of  whom  may  be  thus  duly  attended,  at  fiu 
less  expense  than  if  each  were  sent  under  a  separate 
charge.  Few  Europeans'  children  are  kept  in  India  be- 
yond their  third  or  fourth  year ;  and  it  is  generally  an 
object  that  the  small-pox,  or  Taccination,  the  measles,  and 
the  hooping-cough,  should  have  been  passed  previous  to 
embarkation;  lest  infection  should  take  place  on  board, 
from  the  seamen,  &c.,  having  been  among  persons  labour- 
ing under  those  complaints. 

-  It  was  expected  that  vaccination  would  have  made  such 
a  powerful  impresBion  on  the  Hindoos,  that  they  would 
eagerly  have-embraced  a  preventive  arising  from  that  ani> 
mal,  held  so  sacred  by  their  whole  sect.  Yet  it  was  found 
extremely  difficult  to  induce  the  Bramins  to  adopt  a  prac- 
tice obviously  so  beneficial  to  mankind,  even  though  it 
augmented  the  reputation  of  their  idol.  Those  who  ^ere 
suiguine  in  their  expectations,  that  vaccination  would  in- 
stantly be  adopted  among  tha  Hindoos  at  large,  had  en- 
tirely forgot,  that  the  people  did  not  potisess  the  smallest 
liberty,  either  of  conscience  or  of  conduct.  They  forgot 
that  the  priesthood  possessed  the  most  arbitrary  power 
over  the  minds  of  their  peaceful  and  timid  disciples ;  that 
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the  practice  of  inoculHtioQ  was  preicriptiTely  confined  to 
that  priesthood  ;  and  that,  notvithatending  the  reneiatioB 
in  which  the  cow  was  held  among  them,  a  serious  objec* 
tioD  existed,  unless  the  matter  were  taken  irom  a  Hindoo 
of  the  highest  cast. 

-  The  vaccine  inocnlation  was  effected  wiUi  great  diffi- 
calty  in  India.  A  great  number  of  experiments  failed> 
Ghiefl)r-owing  to  the  virus  having  heen  destroyed  on  the 
my  from  Constantinople,  whence  matter  was  repeatedly 
forwarded  by  Lord  Elgin  to  Dr.  Short,  at  Bagdad.  A 
whole  year  passed  under  the  most  mortifying  disappoint- 
ments ;  but  in  June  1802,  a  successful  inoculation  was 
made  at  Bombay,  on  a  healthy  child,  about  three  years  of 
age  j  which  fiinuBhed  a  supply  for  every  part  of  India. 
By  shipping  several  children,  who  had  never  experienced 
the  v&ioloos  inoculation,  a  succession  of  subjects  was 
happily  secured,  which  enabled  Dr.  Anderson  to  transmit 
the  blessings  afforded  by  this  mitigated  disease,  even  to 
Fort  Jackson.  It  was  moat  difficult  to  be  always  provided 
with  a  succession  of  infective  matter ;  as  the  virui  being 
highly  volatile,  often  escaped  in  conveying  the  pu$  irom 
one  house  to  another.  This,  added  to  the  necessity  of 
forming  some  depdt,  and  establishing  certain  principles 
necessary  to  the  desired  success,  caiised  the  Governor- 
General  to  nominate  Mr.  Willian  tlussell,  of  the  Bengal 
Medical  List,  whose  abilities  and  zeal  peculiarly  qualified 
him  for  the  important  situation  of  Snperintendnnt  of  the 
Vaccine  Institution.  A  series  of  ill  health,  which  ulti- 
mately compelled  that  gentlemen  to  return  to  Europe, 
caused  the  records  of  the  first  months  to  be  somewhat  in- 
accurate, notwithstanding  every  exertion  on  his  part.  His 
asaidui^,  however,  enabled  him  to  register  almost  every 
child,  bom  of  European  parents,  at  that  time  in  the  settle* 
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ment,  among  those  wbo  reoeived-thiB  benign  and  iooffeo- 
nv«  substitnte  for  the  mo«t  loathsome  and  fatal  disease 
that  erer  afflicted  the  hnman  race. 

Besides  these  exertions  at  the  Presidency,  Bereial  of 
the  su^eons  attached  to  the  civil  stations,  and  to  dtTisiona 
of  the 'army  serving  at  gtetA  distances,  and  in  variouB  di- 
rections, interested  themselves  to  promulgate  tlifl  happy 
issue  of  the  attempts  made  by  Mr.  Russell,  and  hia  sac- 
cessor,  Mr.  Shoolbred,  burgeon  to  the  Native  Hospital. 
Tet,  notwithstanding  such  excellent  precaations,  the  mat. 
ter  was  at  times  very  nearly  extinct.  More  than  once, the 
establishments  at  the  several  country  stations  were  qoite 
destitute,  and  obliged  to  obtain  a  fresh  supply  from  tbe 
Presidency.  Yet,  during  the  first  eighteen  mcmths,  no 
less  than  1 1,166  were  vaccinated ;  a  fact  of  great  import- 
ance, since,  in  India,  at  least  one  in  sixty  have  died  under 
inocolation  with  the  small  pox.  About  the  year  1767,  an 
order  had  been  issued,  that  all  the  European  soldiers  in 
the  Company^s  service,  who  bore  no  marks  of  having  had 
the  disease,  should  be  inocniated,  and  be  lodged  in  the 
Artillery  Hospital  at  Dnm  Dum.  A  few  years  aftw,  (the 
former  operation  having  proved  highly  successful,)  the 
order  was  repeated ;  the  result  was,  however,  very  onfa- 
vounble ;  as  full  one-sixth  of  the  patients  were  carried 
off.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  in  due  time,  when  the  natives 
at  large  may  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  secnri^  af- 
forded by  vaccination,  the  small-pox  will  be  but  litde 
known.  Its  communication  by  insertion  is  now  very 
stricdy  prohibited  in  Calcutta  and  its  neighbourhood. 
This,  no  doubt,  tended  to  weaken  the  inflnenoe  of  the 
Bramins,  who  are  interested  in  variolous,  inoculations,  and 
to  advance  the  progress  of  vaccination,  which  is  now  very 
flourishing.  • 

It  is  singular,  that,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Bra- 
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mioB  were  eaJeavouriag  to  depreciate,  or  rather  to  6x^ 
plode  vaccuiation,  there  started  up  among  them  a  claim 
to  the  knowledge  aad  practice  of  it  at  Bareilly,  where  jdo* 
culatioD  was  almost  uqIcdowii.  Ad  attempt  was  noade  to 
prore,  from  a  copy  of  a  very  aooeot  Sanscrit  book,  en- 
titled, Sud'hgi  Angraha,  written  by  a  physician,  -whose 
nftme  was  Mahadeta,  that  voccinatyn  «as  practised  in 
India  many  centuries  ago.  Yet  id  other  copies  of  the* 
work,  the  passage  quoted  irom  that  produi^  at  Bareilly 
was  wanting.  This,  added  to  other  circumstances,  ren- 
dered the  tale  doubtful,  and  led  to  such  an  investigation 
as  proved  the  imposition. 

It  ia,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  the  deception  was 
discovered ;  since  nothing  could  have  aided  the  views  of 
govenmient  better,  than  such  an  ancient  authority,  to  the 
practice  as  formerly  common  in  Hindsstau. 
'  It  tnay  gratify  the  reader  to  know  the  manner  in  which 
the  Sratmas,  or  Hindoo  priests,  who  are  the  only  persons 
of  that  sect  allowed  to  inoculate,  perform  the  operation. 
Tha  following  extract  from  Mr.  Shoolbred's  treatise, 
shews,  that  no  alteration  has  taken  place  since  Mr.  Hol- 
weU,  from  whom  Mr.  S.  quotes,  gave  the  public  an  ac- 
count of  their  practice,  viz, 

"  Inooulation  is  performed  in  Hindoostan  by  a  parti- 
cular tribe  of  Bramnt,  who  are  delegated  annually  for 
this  servioe,  from  the  different'  colleges  of  Bmdooiund, 
Allahabat,  fenarsf,  &c.,  over  all  the  distant  provinces. 
Dividii^  tkeniBelves  into  small  parties,  of  three  or  four 
each,  they  |Jan  their  travelling  circuits  in  such  wise,  as 
to  wrrive  at  the  places  of  their  respective  destinations 
some  weeks  before  the  usual  return  of  the  disease,  "niey 
arrive  commonly  in  the  Bengal  provinces  eariy  in  Febru. 
a^  ;  although,  iD  eom&  years,  they  do  not  begin  to  inocu- 
late before  March,  deferring  it  until  ^ey  consider  the 


:dbvGoogIe 


216  EAST    INDIA    VADE-UECUH. 

•tate  of  the  Beason,  and  acquire  information  of  the  state 
of  the  distemper.  The  inbabitanta  of  Bengal,  knowing 
the  uBual  time  when  the  inocukting  Bramins  annaally 
return,  ofoaerve  strictly  the  regimen  enjoined,  whether 
they  determine  to  be  inoculated  or  not :  this  precaution 
cjontists  only  in  abstaining  for  a  month  from  fish,  milk, 
and  ghee  (a  kind  of  Iwtter,  made  generally  from  bafiblo's 
milk).  The  prohibition  of  fish  relates  only  to  the  native 
Portuguese  and  Mahomedans,  who  abound  in  every  pro- 
vince of  the  empire.  When  the  Bramins  begin  to  inoca- 
late,  they  pass  from  house  to  house,  and  operate  at  the 
door,  reding  to  inoculate  any  who  have  not,  on  a  strict 
scrutiny,  duly  observed  the  preparatory  coi^rse  enjoined 
them.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  aak  the 
parent  bow  many  pocks  they  choose'tbe  children  should 
have.  They  inoculate  indifferently  on  any  part,  bnt,  if 
left  to  their  choice,  they  prefer  the  outside  of  the  arm, 
midway  between  the  wrist  and  the  elbow,  and  the  sbould- 
ders  of  females.  Previoas  to^the  operation,  the  Bramin 
takes  a  piece  of  cloth  in  his'  band,  (which,  if  the  family  is 
opulent,  becomes  his  perquisite,)  and  with  it  gives  a  dry 
friction  oo  the  part  intended  for  inoculation,  for  the  space 
of  eight  or  ten  minutes ;  theo,  with  a  small  instrument, 
he  wounds  by  many  slight  touches,  'about  the  compass 
of  a  silver  groat,  just  causing  the  smallest  appearance  of 
blood.  Then  opening  a  double  linen  rag,  which  be  al- 
ways keeps  in  a  cloth  round  his  waitt,  he  thence  takes  a 
small  pledget  of  cotton,  charged  with  the  variolous  mat- 
ter, which  he  moistens  with  two  or  three  drops  of  the 
Ganges  water,  and  applies  to  the  wound ;  fixing  it  oo 
with  a  slight  bandage,  and  ordering  it  to  remain  on  for 
sii  hours  without  being  moved  :  the  bandage  is  after  that 
time  taken  off,  but  the  pledget  remains  until  it  falls  off  of 
itself.    The  cotton,  which  he  preserves  in  a  double  calico 
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rag}  is  Batnrated  with  maUer  from  the  inoculated  pustules 
of  the  precediDg  year  ;  for  they  never  inocnlate  with  fresh 
matter,  nor  with  matter  from  the  disease  caught  in  the 
natural  way,  however  distinct  and  mild  the  species.  Eariy 
in  the  morning  succeeding  the  operation,  four  pots,  con- 
taining about  two  gallons  each,  of  cold  water,  are  oFd«red 
to  be  thrown  over  the  patient  from  the  head  downwards, 
and  to  be  repeated  every  morning  and  evening,  until  the 
fever  comes  on,  which  usually  is  about  the  close  of  the 
uxtb  day  from  the  inoculation,  then  to  desist  until  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  (about  three  days,)  and  after- 
wards to  pursue  the  cold  bathing,  as  before,  through  the 
coarse  of  the  disease,  and  until  the  scabs  of  the  pustules 
drop  off.  They  are  ordered  to  open  all  the  pustules  with 
a  sharp-pointed  thorn,  so  soon  as  they  begin  to  change 
their  colour,  and  whilst  the  matter  continues  in  a  fluid 
state.  Confinement  to  the  house  is  absolutely  forbidden ; 
and  the  inoculated  are  to  be  exposed  to  every  air  that 
blows ;  the  utmost  indulgence  they  are  allowed,  when  the 
fever  comta  on,  is,  to  be  laid  on  a  mat  at  the  door.  Their 
regimen  is  to  consist  of  all  the  refrigerating  things  the  cli- 
mate and  the  season  produce;  as  plantains,  sugar-canes, 
water-melons,  rice,  gruel  made  of  white  poppy  seeds,  and 
cold  water,  or  thin  rice  gruel,  for  their  ordinary  drink. 
These  instructions  being  given,  and  an  injunction  laid  on 
the  patients  to  make  a  thanksgiving,  (jtoojah,)  or  offering, 
to  the  goddess,  on  their  recovery,  the  operator  takes  his 
fee,  which  from  a  poor  person,  is  a  jmnn  of  cowria,  (in 
number  eighty,  and  in  value  about  a  half-peUny,)  and 
goes  on  to  another  door,  down  one  side  of  the  street,  and 
up  the  other;  and  is  thus  employed  from  morning  till 
night,  inoculating  sometimes  eight  or  ten  in  a  house." 

Mr.  Shoolbred  observes,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Glass, 
the  surgeon  at  Boglepore,  that,  in  that  district,  inocnla- 
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tion  ia  peiformed  by  the  lowest  casts.  This  is  cerbunly 
tnw  among  the  Pahariahi,  or  Hill  people,  iobabiting  that 
monntaiaouB  country  lying  between  Boglepore  and  Nog- 
pore.  There,  inoculation  is  performed  in  a  reiy  rougk 
manner,  merely  by  meana  of  a  blant  inatrumeDt,  which, 
with  some  labour  to  the  operator,  and  abnndance  of  pain 
to  the  patient,  is  made  to  draw  blood ;  the  matter  is  thm 
rubbed  in  with  the  finger.  These  same  Pakanaht  perfarm 
other  surgical  operations  in  the  rudest  way,  but  with  au»t 
extraordinary  succesa.  It  is  curious,  that  among, the 
Xyhangahi  (who  appear  to  be  the  aborigines  of  Tamar, 
Cliittrah,  Fuchftte,)  very  few  instances  are  to  be  found) 
in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  their  population,  of  persevM 
marked  with  the  small-pox.  This  may  probably  be  attri- 
buted entirely  to  the  simplicity  of  their  manner  of  living ; 
plain  rice,  with  a  few  v^etablea,  stewed,  much  the  aeme 
aa  for  a  cwry,  but  without  its  variouB  spices,  comprisiiig 
their  ordinary  bill  of  fare.  It  cannot  be  owing  to  the  cli- 
mate, which  is  peculiarly  unhealthy. 

The  hospital,  now  supported  in  Calcntta  by  voluotary 
contribution,  for  the  reception  of  natircs  requiring  sut^gi- 
cal  assistance,  was  founded  about  1793 ;  those  unfortu- 
nate penonB  who  met  viith  accidents  having  before  no 
asylum,  wherein  they  could  find  o^er  solace  or  remedy. 
The  first  proposal  for  this  chanty  appeared  about  1791, 
in  The  World,  (a  Calcutta  weekly  paper,)  and  suggested 
the  expediency  of  sending  all  those  deformed  penona 
who  infested  the  streets  of  Calcutta,  in  quest  of  eleemo- 
synary aid,  to  some  hospital,  which  should  also  aocom- 
modate  nativei  injured  by  acindenta  within  the  city. 

Many  natives  have  vaingloriously  asserted,  that  though 
the  institution  in  question  was  fonnded  by  Europeans,  it 
has  been  prjpcipally  upheld  by  the  liberality  of  opulent 
natives.    This  may,  in  some  measure,  be  correct;    ^et 
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tdlomng  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  what  have  the  Dativas 
done  more  than  an  ordinary  dnty,  in  affording  aBsistance 
to  their  own  conntrymen,  and  that  too,  after  heing  nrged 
or  guided  to  the  measure  ?  On  Uie  other  band,  the  Euro* 
pean  inhabitants  may  certainly  claim  the  palm,  both  ai 
original  fonnden  of  the  institution,  and  subsequent  beue> 
factors,  in  a  case  where  their  own  countrymen  were  not 
to  be  benefited. 

The  style  of  building  in  ase  among  the  natires,  is  reiy 
different  Irom  what  we  should  expect  in  so  hot  a  climate. 
Experience  is,  however,  in  its  farour,  and  sanctidns  that 
which  no  doubt  resolted  from  observation,  rather  than  ex- 
periment. The  walls  of  edifices  intended  to  be  permanent, 
are  usually  constraeted  of  mud.  This  being  laid  in  strata, 
of  perhaps  eighteen  or  twenty  inches  deep,  each  being  suf- 
fered to  dry  before  another  stratum  is  added,  becomes  ex. 
tremely  firm,  and  far  more  dnn^e,  though  not  so  neat  as 
nnbumt  bricks  laid  in  mud  cement.  The  thickness  of  the 
'  wall  is  proportioned  to  the  intended  height.  About  twenty. 
BIX  to  thir^  inches  at  the  base,  may  be  considered  a  fair 
average,  tapering  above  to  about  three-fonrtbs  of  the 
breadth  below.  Some  bangalotea  are  run  up  with  mud  walls, 
which,  after  being  chipped  down  to  an  uniform  thickness, 
and  properly  phtatered  with  fine  sand,  mixed  with  chaff,  are 
neat  enough ;  but  all  mud  walls  inrariably  crack  consi- 
derably while  drying ;  conseqaently,  they  are  apt  to  har- 
bour mthin  theit  fissures  centipedes,  scorpions,  and  even 
snakes.  This  ia  a  moat  serious  defect,  fully  counter- 
baJancing  any  adrantagea  obtained  by  that  facility  and 
cheapness  with  which  the  mud  walls  can  be  run  up  to  ft 
great  height,  provided  due  attention  be  peud  to  the  per- 
pendicQtar. 

Few  of  the  peasantry,  even  though  possea^ng  some  pro- 
perty, carry  their  walliv  higher  than  eight  or  ten  feet   The 
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generality  of  huts  may  be  set  down  at  seTeo  feet  at  the 
exterior,  though  they  will  rise  near  a  cubit  more  within, 
when  filled  up  to  the  under  part  of  the  thatch.  It  is  rare 
to  see  any  window  in  the  front ;  and  in  such  as  have  in- 
closed areas,  (by  ns  called  compomidi,  bat  by  the  natives 
UJt^naAj,)  the  ^ricby,  or  door,  which  is  always  very  low, 
obliging  even  short  persons  to  stoop  considerably,  is  com- 
monly in  some  part  of  the  envirODing  wall,  and  partly 
concealed  by  an  angle,  so  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  seeingany  thing  of  the  interior  when  the  door  is  thrown 
open.  Every  door  has  a  frame  composed  of  strong  wood, 
of  which  the  side  pieces  or  upri^ts  are  tenoned  into  mor- 
tices, made  in  the  threshold  and  the  upper  limbr  llie 
superincumbent  part  of  the  edifice  is  supported  by  a 
strong  plank,  or  by  several  pieces  of  timber  laid  parallel, 
and  secured  by  thorough-pins,  for  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  wall.  No  arch  is  turned  to  keep  off  the  dead  pres- 
sure of  the  enormous  weight,  that,  in  many  instances,  is 
thus  borne  up  entirely  by  the  door-plate.  On  the  top  of 
the  wall,  a  stout  piece  of  timber  is  laid,  whenever  the 
rafters  are  fastened,  each  by  one  or  more  nails,  bat  pro- 
jecting at  least  a  foot  beyond  the  exterior,  for  the  pUF- 
pose  of  sustaining  the  thatch,  which  is  made  to  hang 
over,  with  the  intention  to  throw  off  the  rain.  Falling  in 
torrents  during  many  months,  this  would  otherwise  wash 
away  the  mud,  and  endanger  the  building. 

The  thatches  are  nsaally  made  of  the  Jjuu,  or  common 
wild  grass,  whose  roots  furnish  that  nbrous  substance 
called  kuit-Jcms,  already  mentioned  in  the  description  of 
the  tattiet.  Immense  plains  are  covered  with  this  kind  of 
grass,  commonly  abont  two  or  three,  and,  in  some  places, 
five  feet  high  ;'  serving  as  an  asylum  for  every  species  of 
game,  and  caasing  many  gentiemen,  on  first  entering  the 
coantry,  to  admire,  what  they  at  first  take  to  be  the  pro- 
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digions  6i)e  crops  of  hay.  It  is  commonly  burnt  down 
every  year  during  the  hot  season,  when  perfectly  dry. 
The  ashes  thus  left  on  the  soil,  are  washed  in  hy  the 
succeeding  rains,  and  occasion  the  grass  to  shoot  forth 
again  with  incredible  freshness  and  vigour.  At  such 
times,  nothing  can  be  more  acceptable  to  the  herds,  which, 
during  the  preceding  mouths,  are  sent  to  great  distances, 
where  a  little  herbage  may  be  found ;  or  are,  perhaps, 
subsisted  upon  chaff  made  from  straw,  millet^talks,  and 
the  refuse  of  the  thrashing-floor.  For  several  monUis  this 
grass  is  relished  by  every  description  of  cattle ;  bnt,  after 
the  sun  has  crossed  the  Line,  on  his  return  to  the  oppo- 
site tropic,  it  becomes  harsh  and  dry,  and  so  injurious  to 
their  mouths  that  they  reject  it,  unless  severely  oppressed 
by  hunger. 

From  the  end  of  .February,  probably  to  the  setting  id 
of  the  rains  in  June,  great  numbers  are  employed  in  cut- 
ting the  kusi,  or  khur,  as  it  is  indiscriminately  called,  with 
a  kind  of  sickle,  and  tying  it  up  into  hauaties,  (or  hand- 
fills,)  usually  about  six  inches  thick.  These,  conveyed 
on  hackeriet  to  the  several  markets,  and  especially  .to  the 
military  cantonments,  are  sold  at  various  prices,  accord- 
ing to  the  distance,  the  scarcity  or  abundance  of  the  arti- 
cle, the  time  of  the  year,  and  the  demand.  From  1000 
to  1200  bundles  for  a  rupee,  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  me- 
dium ;  though,  during  the  rains,  when  thatches  must 
often  be  made,  or  replaced,  cost  what  they  may,  they 
have  been  sold  at  a  rupee  for  every  hundred ;  at  other 
times  3000,  or  even  4000>  ha^e  been  supplied  for  that 
aum. 

The  manner  of  constmcting  a  thatch  according  to  the 
best  principle,  both  for  neatness  and  durability,  is  as  fol- 
lows. The  whole  side  of  the  building  intended  to  be  co- 
vered in  is  measured,  and  that  measurement  exacdy  set 
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oat  oa  some  level  apot,  by  means  of  four  cords,  iasteoed 
to  M  many  stakes;  which  thtu  exhibit  Uie  fonn  and  extent 
of  the  thatch  to  be  conatructed.  Each  aide  of  a  qtui- 
drangular,  or  other  building,  must  be  thus  laid  dowo. 
All  bands  are  then  set  to  woik  in  placing  either  whole 
bamboos  of  the  large  kind,  or  bundles  of  three  and  four 
of  the  smalt  kind,  parallel,  and  about  a  foot  asunder ;  all 
directed  by  the  base  line^  towards  which  they  stand  et 
right  angles ;  eo  that,  when  ready,  they  wonld  lie  in  the 
■ame  line  wiUi  the  fall  of  the  chupper,  (or  thatch).  These 
being  duly  prepared,  are  crossed  at  about  fire  or  six 
inches  asiinder  by  battens  of  split  bamboo,  fastened 
down  at  efery  intersection,  witl^  strong  twine  made  of  a 
finer  kind  of  grass,  called  the  moo^,  which  is  rery  strong, 
especially  when  wett«d.  Each  frame  thus  formed  is 
raised  into  its  place  by  the  joint  efforts  of  perhaps  fifty  or 
sixty  men ;  some  laying  hold  of  the  frame,  others  push- 
ing upwards  with  forked  poles  of  rarious  lengths,  thereby 
to  facilitate  the  ascent,  and  prevent  the  friction  from  any 
oODtinued  contact  between  the  frame,  and  the  several 
ready-lud  rafters  on  which  it  is  to  lie,  and  to  whidd  it 
must  be  finoly  lashed. 

The  several  frames  being  duly  fitted  at  the  corners,  are 
properly  secured  in  their  places,  and  to  each  otbef;  after 
which,  a  slender  kind  of  acaffolding  is  made  under  the 
eaves  of  the  respective  frames,  to  enable  the  gmtwnic*,  or 
thatchers,  to  lay  on  the  coating  of  grass.  The  eaves  an 
first  brought  to  tho  thickness  of  at  least  a  foot,  by  placing 
very  large  bundles,  previously  welt  compacted,  and 
squared  at  their  ends,  in  a  line  between  the  firame,  and  a 
succession  of  very  strong  bamboo  laths;  each  bundle  is 
pressed  as  close  as  possible  to  its  neighbour,  and  thus  the 
whole  of  the  lower  tier  is  completed. 

The  rest  of  the  thatch  is  laid  on  in  small  portions,  the 
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BeVcKil  btudlea  biiog  spread  open,  and  baring  their  butta 
Of  lower  endi  .compresud  between  two  bamboo  laths,  tied 
jn  aereral  places  so  as  to  secure  their  contents  perfectly. 
Eadi  parcel  is  then  handed  up,  and  laid  with  the  butt 
downwards,  at  ^>out  two  or  three  inches  abore  its  lower 
neighbonr,  caosing  the  whole  thatch  to  appear  in  over- 
laps from  bottom  to  top,  like  so  many  ridges,  of  about 
an  ioch  hi^,  and  running  parallel  for  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  work. 

The  several  comen  are  now  covered  with  immense 
tnnses  of  refiose  grasfl,  bowid  very  firmly  together,  reacli- 
iog  the  whole  extent  of  the  angle,  or  gore,  and  full  two  feet 
in  diameter.  These  trasses,  being  bound  down  very  firmly 
to  their  adjacent  sides,  are  ultimately  covered  with  layers 
(rfamrit^,  placed  so  as  to  over-lap  about  a  foot  above  each 
other,  and,  in  their  turn,  duly  tied  to  the  trusses ;  a  simi- 
lar tross  being  laid  alcmg  the  rid^  pcJe.  This  teerhf  is 
composed  of  the  stems  of  the  turpvt,  or  tassel  gnus, 
whfcdi  grows  to  the  height  of  ten  feet  or  more.  It  is  found 
to  be  a  larger  species  of  the  celebrated  Onmea  grass,  for- 
merLy  introduced  as  a  supposed  novelty  into  the  East,  but 
which  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  common  iam> 
xah,  or  bufialo  grass,  growing  wildly  in  the  greatest  lux- 
omnce  all  over  Beng^  The  stems  of  the  turput,  when 
arrived  at-  their  full  size,  are  as  thick  as  a  swan''B  qnill, 
and  bear  a  remarkable  gloss.  In  the  dry  season  they  are 
cnt,  and  being  stripped  of  the  parched  remains  of  their 
lesTeS)  are  laid  parallel  on  a  board,  their  endsbeiag  pre> 
vioasly  broogfat  even  to  a  line.  A  long  wire  needle  is  then 
passed  through  the  several  stems,  as  they  lie  contiguous, 
dfftw^  after  it  a  piece  of  packthread,  which  is  after- 
wards knotted  at  both  ends,  to  prevent  its  withdrawing 
either  way.  Four  or  five  of  these  stitches  are  made  in  the 
same  parcel  of  setrhf:  afler  which  it  is  rolled  upbreadth- 
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wise  for  sale.  Each  parcel  may  be  from  two  feet  to  a  yard 
ID  breadth,  and  the  stems  composing  it  may  be  about  four 
feet  ID  length.  The  ordinary  mode  of  selling  this  com- 
modity is  by  the  hundred  pieces,  for  which  are  given  from 
three  to  ten  rupees,  according  to  circumstaDces. 

It  is  remarkable  that  aeerky  has  been  seen  in  use  among 
a  group  of  gypsies  in  Essex,  while  in  India  those  itine- 
raDta,  whose  habits  and  characters  most  correspond  with 
those  of  gypsies,  invariably  shelter  themselves  under  it. 
Being  remarkably  light,  and  when  doubled  or  trebled, 
completely  water-proof,  they  can  thus  consUuct  a  very 
comfortable  cabin  in  a  few  minntes.  It  often  happens, 
duriiig  the  'rainy  season,  that  part  of  «  thatch  sinks  or 
rots,  and  admits  the  passage  of  water  to  the  inteiior.  In 
BDch  a  case,  a  piece  oisterky,  properly  placed,  causes  the 
water  to  flow  over  the  defective  part  WheD  mctA^  cannot 
he  procured,  it  is  found  expedient  to  throw  a' few  pecks  of 
chaff,  or  straw  cut  very  small,  upon  the  decayed  thatch. 
The  chaff  is  drawn  in  by  the  percolating  fluid,  but,  being 
obstructed  in  its  passage,  swells  in  consequence  of  the 
continued  moisture,  and  thus  in  a  short  time  usually 
atops  the  leaks,  llie  mode  above  described,  of  putting 
on  a  thatch,  is  confined  to  certain  parts  of  the  country. 
In  other  places  they  put  on  the  grass  in  a  reversed  position, 
as  wheat  stubble  thatches  in  England,  the  part  which  grew 
uppermost  being  placed  lowest  But  throughout  India 
all  thatching  is  done  horizontally,  and  not  vertically,  'as 
in  England.  The  Indian  thatcher  b^ns  at  the  bottom, 
the  English  at  the  side  of  a  thatch,  and  using  skewers  and 
rods  of  hazel,  &c.;  while  the  Indian  iises  bamboo  laths 
and  twine  made  of  grass,  the  latter  being  passed  to  and 
fro  by  meana  of  long  needles  made  on  the  spot,  of 
bamboo,  Sic. 

The  doors  used  by  the  natives  are  generally  made  of 
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such  wood  as  tke  neighbouring  country  afibrds,  and  con- 
sist of  a  few  vertical  planka,  kept  together  by  two  or 
more  horizontal  battens.  Tbe  fastenings  are,  for  the  most 
part,  made  by  staples  and  hooks,  into  which  strong 
wooden  bars  slip  and  uaelip  with  ease.  The  windows  are 
always  very  small,  perhaps  not  more  than  two  feet  square, 
and  are  closed  by  means  of  wooden  shutters,  having  on 
tbe  outside  a  jmimp  made  of  bamboo  battens  and  mats. 
These  being  firmly  put  U^ether,  and  anspended  at  their 
upper  borders  by  hooks  or  rings  fastened  into  the  well,  or 
into  the  wooden  plate  covering  tbe  aperture,  may  be 
raised,  as  though  on  hinges,  to  any  desired  elevation,  and 
preserved  therein  by  bamboo  stilts,  made  either  with 
foriied  Guds,  or  having  small  blocks  of  wood  nailed  to 
them,  to  prevent  their  points  from  passing  through  the 
mats.  The  same  kind  of  defence  is  used  for  doors  in  ge- 
neral, but  of  a  much  larger  size  than  for  windows.  When 
Taiaed,_they  certainly  are  extremely  useful  ii)  keeping  off 
the  Bun  and  rain ;  when  lowered,  ao  as  to  lie  parallel  with 
and  close  to  the  widl,  they  are  an  admirable'  defence 
agUDBt  wind  and  dust,  though  both,  at  certain  times,  will 
find  their  way  through  die  several  small  apertures,  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  prove  highly  unpleasant.  In  houses 
constructed  by  the  natives,  the  windows  are  placed  very 
high,  sometimes  scarcely  allowing  a  person  to  look 
out.  This  is  done  for  tbe  sake  both  of  privacy  and  cool- 
ness, as  the  rarefied  air  escapes  more  readily  than  when 
the  apertures  are  low.  Thus  most  of  tbe  houses  built  by 
tbe  French  at  Chandemagore,  Ecc.  are  far  cooler  than 
those  fbrmeriy  built  in  Calcutu,  owing  to  their  windows 
being  carried  nearly  to  the  tops  of  the  rooms,  while 
those  at  Calcutta  have  often  qeven  or  eight  feet  of  wail 
above  ibem.  It  has  often  happened,  that  persons  t>eat  up 
to  work  on  the  timbers  supporting  the  flat  roof  above. 
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have  iallea  from  their  ladders  oi  scaffolds,  from  the  air  in 
the  npper  part  of  the  room  being  unfit  for  respiration. 
As  to  chimneys,  they  are  utterly  unknown  among  the 
natives,  though  in  some  cottages  an  aperture  is  left  for 
the  escape  of  smoke,  but  rather  by  neglect  than  by  design. 
The  smoke  mast  escape  when  and  how  it  can ;  bat  it  does 
by  no  means  incommode  a  native  aa  it  does  an  European, 
who  must  always  sufier  some  inconvenience  when  a  fire  is 
lighted  within  the  sitting-room ;  hut,  when  green  wood  is 
laid  on,  the  latter  cannot  bear  it  The  fonner  will,  even 
at  such  times,  be  odeu  seen  smoking  his  goorgoory,  as 
though  the  atmosphere  were  not  sufficiently  burthened 
with  fuliginouB  particles  to  smuae  his  lungs.  Victuals  are 
rarely  cooked  within  the  house,  when  the  weather  ia  suit- 
able for  cooking  in  the  open  aiir.  Indeed,  few  persons, 
who  are  not  extremely  poor,  are  without  some  little  shed 
jfoAer  which  they  may  cook  at  all  times. 

The  exterior  sur&ce  of  the  wall  ia  rarely  plastered,  even 
with  mud,  it  being  an  object  to  preserve  it  rough,  in  order 
that  the  large  cakes  of  cow-dung,  intended  for  fuel,  may 
be  stuck  up  against  it,  and  there  be  thoroughly  dried 
by  the  fluo.  This  is  generally  effected,  in  exposed  situa- 
tions,  and  in  fair  weather,  in  one  or  two  days  at  the  ut- 
most. These  cakes,  called  ffuttie*,  burn  well,  making  a 
fire  not  unlike  that  from  the  use  of  peat.  The  interior  of 
the  wall  is  usually  smoothed  all  the  way  up,  or  at  least 
for  about  three  feet  from  the  door,  and  smeared  with  a 
solution  of  oow'dung,  as  is  the  floor  itself,  which  is  rarely 
made  of  any  thing  but  clay,  well  rammed  down,  or  per- 
haps of  tarraa ;  but  the  latter  is  too  costly  for  most  indi- 
viduals, and,  though  indicating  riches,  ia  not  so  nsefiil. 
In  some  houses  a  few  joints  of  rough  wood  are  thrown 
across  from  the  top  of  one  to  that  of  the  other  wall,  per- 
haps at  the  distance  of  a  yard  or  more.     A  few  instances 
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majr  be  adduced,  in  each  TtUa^  of  note,  of  a  slight 
kind  of  flooring,  either  of  rough  planks,  not  fitted  toge- 
ther, or  of  bamboo  laths,  made  abore  the  joists,  for  the 
accommodation  of  luggage,  or  for  the  dormitory  of  some 
of  tlie  family.  Witb.  such  exceptions,  the  only  nae  made 
of  the  upper  part  is  for  the  lodgement  of  brushwood, 
bamboo  poles,  ladders,  &nning  utensils,  mats,  nets,  ftc. 
Sfc.  according  to  the  occupant's  profession. 

The  private  apartments  are  commonly  separate  from 
wbat  we  sbonld  call  the  keeping-room,  and  have  a  sepa- 
rate entrance,  if  under  the  same  roof;  it  is,  however,  very 
common  to  set  apart  foTthezenartah,  or  female  part  of  the 
femily,  some  detached  building,  having  a  compound  di- 
vided off,  and  perfectly  sequestered  from  the  other  ac- 
cocnmodations.  The  horses,  oxen,  cows,  Sec.  are  com- 
monly, when  the  weather  permits,  picketed  out  in  the 
open  air,  with  a  large  trough  of  mud  to  receive  their 
chaff.  During  great  heats,  or  heavy  rains,  they  are  shel- 
tered under  sheds  made  for  that  purpose,  and  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  palanqMn,  dooly,  r'hut,  or  other  vehicle 
the  occupant  may  possess.  Sometimes  the  kine  are  kept 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  majorKlomo,  and  all  his 
femily.  Candlas  are  not  used  in  the  houses  of  the  na- 
tives, especially  of  the  Hindoos,  who  would  consider  a 
lump  of  tallow  within  their  areas  as  sufficient  to  pollute 
whatever  they  might  contain.  All  use  oil,  poured  into  a 
small  earthen  vessel,  nearly  in  the  shape  of  a  heart,  or  of 
a  peepul  leaf,  called  a  chwrmtg,  and  placed  in  one  of  the 
numerous  niches  'in  every  wall,  about  four  feet  above  the 
floor.  The  wicks  are  chiefly  made  of  slips  of  rag,  about 
a  foot  long,  rolled  up  to  the  thickness  of  a  goose-quill. 
For  more  immediate  use,  the  chutratig  is  often  placed  on  a 
stem  of  wood,  supported  by  a  broad  base,  or  a  cross, 
with  a  small  block  at  its  summit,  hollowed  out  to  receive 
q2 
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the  bottom  of  th.e  lamp.  Spme  nee  tjrass  apptratiu,  itnd, 
in  a  very. few  instanceBt  th«  sterna  or  pillars  are  made 
with  a  nlicle,  bo  as  to  vaiy  tbe  beight  of  the  charraug ; 
which,  in  such  case,  assumes  the  more  dignified  appella- 
tion of  piiaote.  The  ordinary  height  of  the  lamp  from 
the  floor,  including  the  plinth,  pillar,  and  capital,  ia  &om 
twenty  to  twenty-six  inches.  Snuffers  are  unknown ; 
their  place  is  sometimes  supplied  by  the  fingers,  but 
more  generally  by  a  pair  of  scissars,  or  a  pair  of  duspan- 
ttaht,  (tongs,)  such  as  are  used  by  hookiUl-tmrdart.  The 
oil  in  u^e  for  lamps  is  that  already  mentioned  aa  extracted 
from  the  tiMamitm,  of  which  the  refuse  cake  is  given  to 
favourite  oxen,  &c. 

Although  charpotft,  or  small  beds,  are  in  use  among 
^11  (;tas»e8,  the  generality  prefer  sleeping  on  mats,  wl^ich 
are  much  cooler  than  any  bedding.  The  whole  of  the 
apparatus  for  a  donqitory  consiata  of  a  durmah-mat, 
made  from  coarse  reeds  split  open  and  laid  flat,  with  the 
glossy  surface  uppermost;  perhaps  a  iatriiyty  or  small' 
cotton  carpet ;  a  chudder,  or  sheet,  to  wrap  round  the 
)>ody ;  and  a  tueket>h,  or  pillow,  stuffed  very  hard.  In 
colt)  weather,  a  goodry,  or  quilt,  perhaps  indeed  two, 
may  be  added.  Curtains  are  out  of  the  question,  as  are 
all.  thpse  paraphernalia  which  luxury  has  introduced  in 
England. 

.  A  peek-datm,  or  spitting  pot,  made  generally  of  jAool, 
which  is  a  very  tolerable  kind  of  tutenage,  is  always 
placed  at  tbe  bed-side,  and  is  ever  resorted  to  when 
chewing  the  pawa,  or  beetle.  Tbe  vine  bearing  the  aro- 
matic leaf  so  called,  is  most  carefiilly  cultivated  in  many 
parts  of  the  country ;  the  whole  being  supported,  on 
trellisea  made  of  reeds  and  small  b&mboos,  to  the  height 
of  about  five  feet.  Tbe  situation  muat  be  very  dry. 
Hence,  the  banks  of  old  tanks,  and  other  elevated  sites. 
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are  chosen  for  cultivating  the  pawm,  of  which  it  is  said 
that,  in  the  vidnity  of  any  populous  city,  a  b^ah  will 
produce  full  two  hundred  rapees  yearly;  provided  the 
vines  be  of  the  sunfhah,  or  true  sort :  which  is  easily 
known  by  the  yeHow  borders,  and  the  ramificatioDs  of 
the  leaf.  This  species  is  far  more  pleasuit  to  the  palate 
than  the  common  green  kind ;  which  is,  besides,  tough, 
and  possesses  a  certain  acrid  quality. 

Beetle,  or  pawn,  is  prepared  by  carefully  picking  out 
any  defective  leaves,  and  removing  the  stalks  up  to  their 
very  centres.  Four  or  five  leaves  are  then  laid  one  above 
the  other,  when  the  upper  one  is  smeared  with  shell-lime, 
a  little  moistened  with  water.  The  seeds  of  the  elalchee, 
or  cardamom,  are  added,  together  with  abont  the  fourth 
part  of  a  beetle~nut,  (that  is,  of  the  areca,)  and,  the  whole 
being  lapped  up  by  folding  the  leaves  over  their  con- 
tents, the  little  packet  is  kept  together  in  Hb  due  form, 
which  is  usually  triangular,  by  means  of  a  slice  of  beetle 
mit,  cut  into  a  thin  wedge,  so  as  to  transfix  it  completely. 
It  is  common  to  see  a  whole  family  partaking  oi  pawm, 
the  chewing  of  which  occasions  the  saliva  to  be  tinctured 
as  red  as  blood.  They  certainly  are  fragrant,  and  ezcel- 
(ent  stomadiics ;  but  their  too  frequent  use  produces  cos- 
tiveness,  which,  in  that  climate,  ever  induces  serious 
illnfess. 

The  saliva  will  not  be  tinctured,  if  the  tAunam  (lime) 
be  omitted.  Hence,  it  is  evident  that  the  alkaU  pro. 
duces  the  colour  from  the  juices  contained  in  the  patem. 
The. colour  thus  obtained  does  not  stain  Uoen.  Some 
use  the  k'hut,  which  is  the  same  as  our  Terra  Jafonica, 
and  is  procured  by  bleeding  various  kinds  of  trees,  prin- 
cipally the  numosa,  abounding  in  most  of  the  juvgla 
(or  wildernesses.)  A  small  quantity  about  th<t  size  of  a 
pea,  broken  into  several  pieces,  is  mixed  widi  the  other 
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ibgredients,  i>efore  the  leaves  are  lapped  over,  uk)  tntM- 
fixed  with  the  spike  of  beetle,  or,  perhaps,  with  a  dove. 
The  k'hut  does  not  appear  to  improve  the  pawn,  and  cer- 
tamly  adds  to  its  noxious  quality.  Some  attribute  the 
blacknesB  of  the  teeth,  in  both  males  and  females, 
throughout  India,  to  the  use  of  pawn,  supposing  that 
&ey  are  discoloured  by  the  lime  blended  with  which  it  is 
prepared.  Such  is,  however,  not  the  fact.  Pawn  is 
found  to  be  highly  favourable  to  the  gums,  yet  so  sensi- 
ble are  those  who  chew  it  of  the  bad  effects  prodac«d  by 
the  alkali  upon  the  enamel  of  the  teeth,  that,  in  order  to 
preserve  them  from  corrosion,  they  rub  them  frequently 
with  the  preparation  called  muiyl,-  thereby  coating  them 
with  that  black  substance  which  does  not  readily  give 
way,  even  to  the  most  powerful  dentifrice.  It  may,  bow- 
ever,  be  suspected  that,  in  thus  shielding  the  teeth  from 
lh%  alkali,  some  injury  is  done  to  the  enamel  by  the  sup- 
posed preservative ;  though  by  no  means  to  that  extent 
which  the  former  would  speedily  effect,  but  for  the  use  of 
ffltciy.  The  natives  only  chew  the  pawn,  rejecting  the 
masticated  ingredients  when  their  flavonr  has  been  ex- 
tracted. Some  reject  even  the  saliva~ tinctured  by  the 
pawn,  spitting  it  out  into  the  petk-daun,  A  few,  not 
content  with  the  compound  already  described,  mix  to- 
bacco, previously  reduced  to  a  coarse  powder,  by  nibbing 
the  dried  leaves  with  the  thumb  in  the  hollow  of  the  other 
hand.  One  would  think  that  potaU  weed  mast  supersede 
all  its  companions,  and  cause  them  to  be  as  littie  tasted, 
as  though  they  had  not  been  crowded  into  the  jumble  of 
flavours. 

It  has  been  already  explained,  that  earthen  pipes,  such 
as  those  called  Dutch  pipes,  are  unknown  in  India ;  but 
that  the  hookuU,  kakan,  and  goorgoory,  are  in  general 
use.    The  lowest  classes  of  Europeans  and  of  natives,  and. 
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indeed,  naost  of  the  officers  of  country-shipe,  imoke  ehe- 
Tool»,  exactly  corresponding  with  the  Spanith  segar, 
Uiough  usaally  made  rather  more  bulky.  However  fra- 
grant the  smokers  themselvea  may  consider  cheroott,  those 
who  use  hookulb,  hold  them  to  be  Dot  only  vulgar,  bat 
iutolerable.  Hence,  sometimea  s  whole  company  has 
been  driven  away  by  some  unlucky  visitor,  who,  either 
from  ignorance,  or  from  disregard  to  the  feelings  of  the 
more  delicate,  mounts  his  cheroot;  thus  abrogating  in  a 
trice,  all  distinctions  of  musk,  cinnamon,  rose-water,  Sec. 

The  DBtives  smoke  cheroots  without  any  precaution 
whatever  to  guard  the  lips  and  teeth  from  the  highly  aci- 
dulated fumes  derived  from  the  buming  tobacco.  Yet 
when,  as  sometimes  has  been  the  case,  chtrooti  were 
brought  into  fashion,  though  but  for  a  while,  it  was 
foand  expedient  to  use  small  silver  or  earthen  sockets  to 
receive  the  end  of  the  c/ieroot;  thereby  avoiding  contact 
with  the  tobacco. 

The  natives,  whether  male  or  female,  never  use  any 
dentifrice,  nor  have  they  any  idea  of  hair-brushea ;  which 
could  not,  indeed,  according  to  their  tenets,  be  admitted 
within  the  mouth.  The  only  apparatus  employed  for 
cleaning  teeth,  is  a  short  piece  of  stick,  commonly  the 
bfanch  of  some  bush,  pulled  at  the  moment  for  the  occa- 
sion. This  is  either  heat  or  chewed  for  a  short  time,  till 
the  fibres,  for  about  half  an  inch  at  the  end,  separate,  and 
form  a  kind  of  stiff  brush,  called  dauntwun,  which  is  ap- 
plied at  right  angles  to  the  teeth.  This  is  not  a  very  de- 
licate implement,  but,  when  aided  by  a  plentiftil  supply 
of  water,  answers  tolerably  well;  though  it  certainly  can 
never  prevent  the  accumulation  of  tartar  within  the  teeth, 
^llie  ladies  of  Hindoostan  smoke  their  goorgooriei  in 
high  stile  ;  as  do  those  of  inferior  rank,  with  no  less  glee, 
theif  nereaulBy  or  cocoa-nuts.     It  would,  perhaps,  be  diflB- 
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cult  to  decide  wbicfa  of  the  sexes  are  moat  addicted  to 
this  faabit.  They  both  begia  at  a  very  early  age,  and 
never  appear  so  happy  as  when  engaged  in  its  practice. 
After  a  while,  the  observer  becomes  reconciled  to  the 
ught  of  females  smoking;  though,  however  delicate  may 
be  the  preporatioa  of  the  tobacco,  and  however  elegant 
tlie  apparatus,  still,  when  we  see  an  European  lady  thus 
employed,  a  certain  idea,  not  veiy  conformable  to  femi- 
nine propriety,  possesses  the  mind. 

The  frequency  of  fires,  occasioned  by  the  commoa 
practice  of  thatching  houses,  has  occasioned  many  regu- 
lations respecting  what  Europeans  commonly  call  the 
Black  Town  at  Calcutta.  About  thirty  years  ago,  the 
principal  streets  were  coasiderably  widened,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  whole  of  the  ntfw  tenements  should  be 
tiled.  This,  at  the  tiipe,  created  some  dissatis^tion, 
yet  has  not  only  proved  a  great  advantage  to  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  but  is  now  confessed  by  the  natives  to 
have  been  highly  beneficial,  both  to  their  health  and 
their  convenience.  Fonneriy,  it  was  common  to  see 
immense  piles  of  grass  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
brought  thither  for  the  purpose  of  thatching;  of  late 
years,  however,  the  quantity  has  been  considerably  re- 
duced, there  being  not  a  twentieth  part  of  the  former  de- 
mand. Owing  to  the  cheapness  of  bamboos  and  mats, 
mgst  of  the  natives  build  their  huts  chiefly  of  those  ma- 
terials i  the  whole  of  the  uprights,  rafters,  8lc.,  being  <^ 
bamboo,  and  the  walls,  partitions,  &c  of  mats,  sup- 
ported by  bamboo  laths.  The  roofii  are  first  covered 
with  mats,  or  teerhf,  and  then  tiled,  generally  with  that 
kind  called  nu/Ziei,  which  are  about  e^ht  inches  in  length 
representing  the  half  of  a  truncated  hollow  coue,  whose 
base  may  be  about  four  inches  in  diameter. 
These  nul/Ut  are  commonly  laid  upon  roofs,  at  an  angle 
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ofabont30°  of  eleTBtioo  from  tbehorizoa;  butthecAwp- 
ptn,  or  gra8»<thatcheB,  usvially  are  constructed  at  full  40". 
At  the  military  stations,  where  grass  is  invariably  used  for 
the  coveriag  in  the  cabins  of  the  sepoys,  &c.  it  is  com- 
mon to  order  the  surfaces  of  all  thatches  to  be  smeared 
with  mud,  from  about  Kovember  to  the  setting  in  of  the 
rains.  Many  veiy  extensive  Uues  owe  their  safety  to  this 
precaution ;  whereby  not  only  sparks  are  prevented  from 
communicatiDg  with  the  grass,  which  usually  is  as  ready 
as  tinder  to  take  fire,  but  even  when  the  thatch  is  partially 
kindled,  the  dames  are  greatly  impeded,  and  more  easily 
subdued. 

The  walls  of  huts  being  very  frequently  made  of  grass, 
tied  in  between  bamboo  laths,  (like  those  fences  put  to 
folds  in  yeaning  time,  to  keep  the  lambs  warm  during 
the  night,)  they  require  to  be  well  coated  with  mud ; 
□Iberwise,  they  would  be  constantly  subject  to  accension, 
from  the  too  common  practice  of  making  the  choolak^ 
or  fire-place,  very  near  the  laths ;  thiu  producing  danger 
both  from  the  flame  and  from  the  embers.  The  attempt  to 
put  out  a  fire  that  has  once  got  firm  hold  of  a  plain 
thatch  is  hopeless :  the  only  chance  of  saving  the 
street  is  to  pull  down  all  the  neighbouring  huts.  This 
is  not  attended  with  that  loss  to  wliich  European  towns 
would  be  subjected  by  such  a  preventive ;  since,  gene-, 
rslly  speaking,  a  very  tolerable  hat,  fit  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a  moderate  family,  may  be  built,  complete, 
for  about  the  valu;  of  a  guinea,  or  even  for  much  less. 

Althoagb  water  is  generally  at  hand,  there  being  abun- 
dance of  wells,  or  tanks,  or  puddles,  in  the  vicinity  of 
every  village,  still  it  is  deemed  necessary,  by  gentlemen 
whose  bungalows,  &c.,  are  contiguous  to  bazars,  (or  mar- 
kets,) or  to  the  lines  of  native  troops,  &c.  where  thatches 
are  numerous,  to  have  large  vessels  &stened  along  the 
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ridge-pole*  of  their  stablei  and  other  out-offices.  These 
being  coostantly  full  of  water,  greatly  aesist  in  the  pre- 
Mrvatiou  of  those  buiidings  on  nhich  they  are  placed, 
since,  in  case  of  any  neighbouring  con6agration,  it  a 
ewy  for  one  or  more  persons  very  thoroughly  to  wet  the 
thatoh ;  or  they  may  reserre  the  water  till  the  momeut  of 
exigency,  to  be  thrown  upon  any  part  in  immediate  dan- 
ger, if  the  thatch  shouM  have  taken  fire,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  imprudent  for  persons  to  ascend  to  the  Tessels,  they, 
being  rather  brittle,  may  always  be  broken  to  pieces  by 
throwing  bricks,  or  clods,  &c.  at  them.  Some  gentlemen 
adopt  the  precaution  above  described,  of  plastering  the 
thatches  of  their  out-offices  with  mud.  Such  a  practice  ' 
is,  however,  highly  hazardous  for  edifices  intended  to  be 
durable;  as  the  white  ants  never  fail  to  visit  such  plaster- 
ed thatches,  and  to  destroy  the  grass  entirely:  sometimes 
they  even  eat  the  timbers.  Tiles  certainly  ofier  greater 
security  than  thatches,  but  they  are  insufferably  hot ; 
causing  every  thing  placed  under  them  to  warp,  crack, 
and  otherwise  to  perish.  Tiled  stables  are  found  to  be 
very  injurious  to  the  health  of  cattle.  The  best  plan 
would  be  to  have  a  coating  of  tiles,  laid  in  mortar,  on  a 
thatch ;  but,  for  such  a  mpde  of  construction,  very  sub- 
stantial timbers  are  requisite.  This,  however,  would  not 
only  be  a  guard  against  fire,  but  teaks  also ;  and  render 
the  interior  remarkably  cool  during  Uie  hot  season. 

The  long  continuance  of  the  periodical  rains,  which 
often  fall  in  torrents  for  whole  days,  and  are  frequently 
drizzling  for  near  a  week,  with  little  or  no  intermission, 
renden  it  necessary  to  protect  all  exterior  walls  by  cop- 
ings, either  of  tiles  or  tbatch.  The  former  mode  is 
effected  by  small  tiles,  laid  in  the  usual  manner,  but  ce- 
mented with  lime  mortsr  ;  or  by  very  large  ones,  nearly 
semi-cylindrical,  whose  curve  may  measure  fiiU  a  yard. 
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and  whose  breadth  may  be  from  fifteen  to  twenty  incheB ; 
the  thickness,  perhaps,  an  inch  and  a  half.  These  last 
are  merely  slung  over  the  top  of  the  wall,  which  is  formed 
so  OS  to  retain  them  firmly,  and  are  over>Iapped  about 
two  or  three  inches.  The  thatches  are  generally  made 
with  a  double  pent,  each  face  being  about  a  yard  in  depth. 
They  are  secured  by  being  fastened  together  at  their  junc- 
tion above,  aud  by  means  of  stakes  passing  through  the 
widl ;  to  these  their  eaves  are  tied  with  grass  or  coarse 
hempen  twine. 

Nothing  can  be  more  uncomfortable  than  a  leaky 
buTtgaloiD.  The  water  trickles  down  the  walls,  dissolving 
the  coat  of  mud,  or  sand  plaster,  and  greatly  disfiguring 
the  interior.  It  often  happens,  that  the  outer  walla  are 
so  far  damaged  by  heavy  rains,  accompanied  by  a  driving 
wind,  as  to  be  rendered  unserviceable  in  the  course  of 
a  night,  the  whole  being  completely  sapped  through. 
After  such  weather,  the  damages  are  frequently  extensive. 
The  walls  snrrounding  gardens,  &c;  though  substantially 
built,  and  duly  coped,  are  seen  to  give  way  for  scores  of 
yards,  billing  with  a  tremendous  crash.  This  is  usually 
occasioned  by  some  ditch  near  their  bases,  which,  being 
filled  by  the  heavy  rains  that  soak  into  the  banks,  in  a 
few  hours  yield  to  the  great  weight  on  their  borders. 
Fortunately,  such  damages  are  speedily  repaired,  and  at 
no  very  great  expense ;  a  rod  of  wall  eight  feet  high,  and 
averaging  two  feet  in  thickness,  being  generally  built  for 
about  ten  shillings ;  in  some  places  for  half  that  sum, 

Moflt  of  the  bungalows  built  by  Europeans  are  run  up 
with  Bun-dried  bricks,  usually  of  a  large  size,  eight  of 
them  making  a  cubic  foot;  each  being  a  foot  long,  six 
inches  broad,  and  three  inches  thick.  With  these,  in  a 
proper  state  for  building,  work  proceeds  rapidly,  but 
much  care  must  be  taken  that  the  mortar,  or  slime  used 


:dbvGoogIe 


236  EAST   INDIA    VADE-MECUH. 

for  cement,  be  of  k  proper  consistence,  and  well  filled 
in.  Bricks  are  generally  made  in  wooden  moulds  laid  on 
some  level  apot,  previously  swept,  so  as  to  remove  stones, 
{ic,  and  filled  with  mud.  The  surface  is  then  levelled, 
either  with  the  band  or  v/xth  a  strike,  when  the  mould  is 
raised,  by  means  of  handles,  and  washed  in  a  large  pan 
of  water,  and  then  placed  on  a  fresh  spot,  coutiguous  to 
the  brick  already  formed.  ^  Ao  expert  labourer  in  this 
avocation,  will,  if  duly  supplied  with  mud  and  water, 
make  from  2000  to  3500  bricks  daily  of  the  above  dimen- 
sions. It  will  usually  require  one  labourer  to  mix  the  soil, 
one  to  supply  water,  and  two  hand-barrow  men,  to  keep 
one  brick>maker  in  constant  work ;  the  whole  expense  be- 
ing about  sixteen  or  e!ghteen-)>ence ;  which  in  England 
would  cost  full  as  many  shillings. 

Some  of  the  rauz,  or  bricklayers,  in  India  are  very 
clever,  so  far  as  relates  to  mere  practical  operationB ;  but 
they  have  not  the  smallest  idea  of  planning  from  paper, 
or  on  paper ;  or  of  computing  the  quantities  of  materials, 
or  the  amount  of  labour.  They  work  with  a  small  trowel, 
like  that  used  in  England,  and  chip  thsir  bricke,  whe- 
ther  sun>dried  or  burot,  with  a  small  hammer,  having 
either  one  or  both  its  faces  of  a  wedge  form,  and  about 
three  or  four  inches  long,  from  the  insertion  of  tiie  han- 
die.  They  preserve  the  perpendiculars  by  means  of  a  bell- 
shaped  weight,  commonly  of  free-stone,  or  of  lead,  or 
iron,  to  which  a  long  cotton  cord  is  attached,  having  on 
it  a  piece  of  wood  exactly  as  long  as  the  diameter  of  the 
weight's  base.  This  being  pierced  in  the  centre,  and  ap- 
plied endwise  to  any  part,  preserving  it  at  the  same  time 
as  nearly  horizontal  as  possible,  points  out  the  exact  apot 
which  ia  perpendicular- to  the  corresponding  edge  of  the 
wei^t. 

The  natives  are    extremely  negligent  regarding  the 
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strength  of  their  floors.  They  seem  also  to  be  fally  satis- 
fied  when  the  places  where  they  lie  down  on  their  mats 
are  tolerably  dry ;  though  the  whole  ioterior  be  so  ex- 
tremely damp,  that,  if  any  seeds,  such  as  wheat,  peaa, 
rice.  Sic.,  happen  to  fall,  and  to  be  swept  to  the  skirts  of 
the  apartments,  such  are  sure  to  vegetate.  Whatever  the 
flooring  may  consist  of,  whether  clay  or  tarras,  that  of 
the  eating  apartment  is  almost  invariably  smeared  with. 
a  solution  of  cow  dung.  This  certainly  gives  a  freshness, 
and  may  probably  tend  to  salubrity ;  nor  is  it  so  devoid 
of  neatness  as  an  European  would  imagine;  but  the  scent 
is  by  no  means  agreeable.  Some  ornament  both  the  in- 
terior and  the  exterior  of  their  houses,  by  dipping  the 
palms  of  their  hands,  horizontally,  into  solutions  of  ochre, 
chiefly  red,  and  then  imprinting  the  walls  with  their  hands 
thus  coloured.  These  prints  are  put  on  irregularly,  by 
no  means  proving  the  taste  of  the  operators,  who,  never- 
theless, consider  their  huts  to  be  beautified :  the  great 
design  is,  however,  to  typify  the  infinite  power  of  tha 
Creator,  whose  hands  are  supposed  to  be  innumerable, 
and  perpetoally  in  action.  Even  horses,  especially  if 
white  or  dun-coloured,  are  very  frequently  marked  in  the 
same  manner  by  means  of  mindy,  (or  htHttah,')  which,  be- 
ing reduced  to  a  pulp,  is  applied  to  the  part  in  tlie  de- 
sired form.  This  plaster,  as  it  may  be  called,  is  allowed 
to  remain  till  perfectly  dry;  when  it  commonly  cracks 
and  falls  off,  leaving  a  rich  barre  colour ;  though,  if  not 
allowed,  either  by  the  animal's  restlessness,  or  from 
want  of  time,  to  impart  its  colouring  matter  duly,  the 
stain  will  be  much  fainter ;  perhaps  not  unlike  a  light 
maht^any  colour. 

He  natives  rarely  omit  to  tinge  about  ten  inches  or  a 
foot  of  the  extremity  of  the  tail  of  every  lightcoloured 
horse  with  tmndr/.    Sometimes  also,  at  about  two  inches 
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asunder,  one  or  two  rings  are  stained  in  die  same  manner. 
Nor  is  this  herb  restricted  solely  to  the  omamentiDg,  or 
rather  the  disguising  of  horses,  oxen,  &c.  The  HtadooB> 
tanee  ladies  generally  stain  the  whole  of  the  interior  of 
their  hands,  including  the  fingers,  as  well  as  the  soles  of 
their  feet,  with  mindy  ;  the  tips  of  all  the  nails  are  sure 
to  undei^o  the  operation.  This  often  compels  the  party 
sustaining  this  gratifying  penance,  to  sit  motionless  for 
hours,  in  order  that  the  dye  may  take  a  firm  hold  of  the 
skin.  When  properly  managed,  the  stain  will  remain  for 
at  least  a  month,  resisting  every  endeavour  to  wash  it 
out,  and  seeming  only  to  yield  to  the  constant  growth 
of  the  outer  skin. 

Possihly  ao  excellent  dye  for  woollens  might  be  obtained 
from  the  hinnak,  which,  being  inspissated,  or  reduced  to 
an  extract,  could  be  imported  for  dyers  with  peculiar 
advantage.  The  plant,  which  is  not  unlike  myrtle,  is  in- 
digenous throughout  Hiudoostan,  where  it  is  principally 
employed  for  garden  hedges,  like  yew,  box,  &c. ;  but, 
not  proving  a  defence  against  cattle,  and  being  of  slow 
growth,  the  exterior  hedges,,  instead  of  being  formed  of 
hianahf  are  usually  made  of  baubool,  a  species  q(  mimosa, 
yielding  some  gum,  and  otherwise  extremely  serviceable, 
both  from  the  excellence  of  its  wood  for  all  circular  or 
angular  work  requiring  great  strength,  durability,  and 
toughness,  and  for  its  bark,  which,  for  tanning,  is  at 
least  equal  to  that  of  the  oak.  "^e  natives  consider  the 
application  of  mindy  to  be  attended  with  good  effects ; 
they  say  it  is  cooling,  bnt  more  probably  the  reverse,  it 
being  certainly  an  astringent,  and  contributing  to  check 
perspiration  :  hence  the  hands  of  such  as  apply  tt  feel 
harsh  and  dry.  That  it  may  be  a  corrective  of  the  scent 
sometimes  attendant  upon  an  habitual  discbai^e  from  the 
feet,  may  be  true  ;  but  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the 
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obstructioD  of  such  a  discha^e  can  be  reconciled  to  pru- 
dence. It  IB,  however,  a  cooiplaiat  very  rarely  to  be  met 
with  in  India,  doubtless  owing  to  frequent  washing,  and 
to  an  abundant  and  general  perspiration. 

For  some  months,  generally  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  rainy  season,  the  weather  is  so  close  and  sultry,  that 
uQiTersal  exudation  takes  place,  even  while  a  person  is 
sitting  itilL  The  natives,  as  already  remarked,  guided  by 
experience,  have  adopted  precautiona  very  different  from 
what  might  have  been  expected  under  such  a  latitude, 
where  Europeans  have  been  prepared  to  see  airy  habita- 
tions, through  which  Uie  wind  could  pass  freely  in  every 
direction.  But  even  these  have  at  length  become  con- 
Tioced  that  the  most  insupportable  heats  are  derived  from 
the  glare  of  light  objects ;  or,  in  other  words,  from  the 
reflection  of  surfaces  intensely  acted  upon  by  a  verUcal 
sun. 

Some  notion  may  be  formed  of  that  intensity  &om  the 
&ct  of  meat  having  been  broiled  on  the  cannon  mounted 
upon  the  ramparts  of  Fort-William.  Europeans,  there- 
fore,  must  conform  to  the  habits  of  the  natives  to  a  certain 
extent,  if  they  would  retwn  health  or  comfort.  Yet  too 
many  walk  about  without  chattaAt  (umbrellas)  during  the 
greatest  heats,  endeavouring  by  such  a  display  of  indif- 
ference, to  shew  their  great  reliance  on  strength  of  con~ 
Btitution.  This  unhappy  infatuation  rarely  exceeds  a  few 
days  ;  perhaps  at  the  end  of  a  week  (nay,  the  period  has 
been  much  shorter,)  is  seen  the  funeral  of  the  self-^leluded 
victim.  The  first  attack  is  generally  by  cold  shiveringe 
uid  bilious  vomiting ;  delirium  and  death  speedily  ensue, 
when  putrefoctioD  advances  with  such  hasty  strides,  as 
-  oft«n  to  require  immediate  interment 

The  glace  ia  certainly  far  more  distressing  at  some  sea> 
sons  than  exposure  to  the  sun :  but  nothing  can  equal  the 
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eflecta  of  both  glare  and  sun-shine  acting  upon  the  hamao 
frame  during  a  Midsummer's  day,  when,  perhaps,  there 
is  not  a  breath  of  air,  when  every  leaf  seems  to  repose, 
and  every  bird,  saving  Uie  vnitore,  the  adjutant,  (or  ai^ee- 
lah,)  and  the  kite,  seeks  some  shady  spot,  as  a  shelter 
from  the  solar  ray.  At  such  times  the  peaceful  Hindoo 
coDfines  himself  to  an  apartment  from  which  light  is  gene- 
rally excluded.  There  he  sits  among  his  family,  enjoying 
his  pipe,  refreshing  himself  occaaionally  by  bathing, 
drinking  the  pure  beverage  from  some  adjacent  sprii^  or 
well ;  and  in  general  avoiding  to  eat,  except  of  ripe  fruits, 
especially  the  turbooz,  or  water-melon,  till  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  he  perspires  co- 
piously, even  though  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  unless  wheo 
refreshed  by  a  punhA,  or  fan,  moved  either  by  his  own 
or  some  menial's  hand. 

The  birds  just  named,  the  argeelah,  the  vulture,  and 
the  kite,  all  of  which  are  numerous  throughout  India, 
greaUy  promote  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  by  devouring 
astonishing  quantities  of  putrefactive  offal,  8cc.  Hieir 
instinct  is  wonderful.  About  mid-day,  when  the  sun's 
beams  strike  with  incredible  force  upon  the  earth's  suriace, 
these  feathered  scavengers  ascend  to  the  height  of  per- 
haps seven  or  eight  hundred  yards,  so  that  the  largest  of 
them  (the  argeelah)  is  scarcely  discernible.  There  they 
Boar  beyond  the  reach  of  refiection  from  the  heated  soil, 
enjoying  the  freshness  of  a  cooler  atmosphere,  and'  de- 
scending only  when  allured  by  the  scent  of  prey.  Their 
sense  of  smelling  must,  indeed,  be  acute,  for  they  are 
seen,  especially  the  vultures,  flying  for  miles,  and  from 
all  quarters,  towards  some  carcase,  usually  that  of  a  Hin- 
doo, floating  down  the  stream,  or  stranded  upon  some 
shelving  bank,  but  so  situated  as  to  render  it  perfectly 
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certain  that  the  visual  Jacalties  could  have  no  concern  in 
the  diBcoveiy. 

Few  of  the  natirea  have  tatties  applied  to  their  doore, 
or  windows ;  though  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  grati- 
fication they  afford ;  bat  penury,  or  close  and  parsimoni- 
ous economy,  forbid  such  a  comfort ;  without  which  a 
constitution,  not  inured  to  the  climate,  would  speedily 
give  way.  It  is  really  curious  to  observe  what  may  be  ef- 
fected by  h^bit.  While  the  sun's  rays  act  so  fatally  upon 
European  frames,  even  though  under  the  shade  of  a  thick 
painted  umbrella,  and  with  a  diet  nearly  similar  to  that  of 
the  most  abstemious  Hindoo,  it  is  wonderful,  that  native 
children,  of  whatever  age,  whose  rapid  circulation,  and 
sable  colour,  should,  according  to  the  estimates  we  form 
of  temperament,  be  highly  unfavourable  to  such  exposure, 
run  about  at  all  seasons,  bare-headed,  and  perfectly  naked ; 
seeming  to  set  the  sun,  the  wind,  and  the  rain,  alike  at 
defiance.  Natives  will  make  long  journeys,  in  the  moat 
torrid  seasons,  under  nearly  similar  circumstances ;  nay, 
they  even  carry  bangiet,  containing,  on  an  average,  full  a 
maand,  (821b.  avoirdupoise,)  sixteen,  eighteen,  twenty 
miles,  or  even  more,  under  an  oppressive  heat  which 
would  kill  an  European  outright;  and  this,  too,  for  a  few 
pence.  '  If  hence  be  urged  the  benefits  of  extreme  tem- 
perance, it  must  be  confessed  that  many,  who  discover 
such  powers  of  endurance,  may  be  ranked  among  the 
most  ardent  votaries  of  Bacchus,  devouring  fish,  fiesh, 
and  fowl,  highly  spiced,  whenever  their  purses,  or  the 
bounty  of  others,  may  supply  them.  When  the  several 
shopkeepers,  in  every  city  and  town,  are  seen  serving 
their  cnstomers,  or,  in  their  absence,  smoking  profusely 
in  their  little  boutitjua,  exposed  to  the  glare,  and  the 
bulling  winds ;  their  skins  parched,  and  their  eyes  vio- 
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lently  irritated  and  clogged,  by  ihe  clouds  of  dust  which 
range  along  the  streets ;  the  force  of  habit  may  be  admi- 
red, and  the  blessiDgs  appreciated  of  a  more  temperate 
climate. 

In  the  same  situations  are  found  two  classes  of  per- 
sons, both  natives  of  the  soil,  acting  in  diametric  opposi- 
tion to  eadi  other,  and  exhibiting  that  powerful  resist- 
ance capable  of  being  made  by  long  residence,  or  rather 
by  aboriginal  habitude,  against  that  which  never  fails  to 
fODsign  oar  countrymen  to  the  grave,  lite  former  class 
confine  themselves,  whenever  their  avocations  permit, 
witbin  gloomy,  but  cool,  chambers ;  living  most  abstemi- 
ously, yet,  at  certain  times,  exposing  themselves  in  the 
most  unguarded  manner  to  the  severest  heats.  The  other, 
perfectly  inattentive  to  the  dictates  of  prudence,  yet  per- 
forming what  we  may  fairly  term  wonders,  in  opposition 
to  their  destructive  locality.  When  the  English  first 
visited  India,  they  adopted  a  mode  of  building  by  no 
means  consistent  with  common  sense,  or  the  most  simple 
laws  of  nature.  Accordingly,  all  the  old  buildings,  such 
as  laid  claim  to  a  duration  of  from  fifly  to  seventy  years, 
were,  like  the  celebrated  Black-Hole,  constructed  more 
like  ovens,  than  like  the  habitations  of  reasonable  beings. 
The  doors  were  very  small,  the  windows  still  less,  in  pro- 
portion, while  the  roofs  were  carried  up,  many  feet  above 
both.  Those  roofs  were  in  themselves  calculated  to  re- 
tain beat  to  an  extreme,  being  built  of  solid  tarras,  at 
least  a  foot  thick,  lying  horizontally  upon  immense  tim- 
bers, chiefly  of  teak,  or  of  saul  wood.  Again,  when  they 
built  bungtUows,  (thatched  houses,)  of  one  (ground)  floor 
only,  the  utmost  care  was  taken  to  close  up  all  the  ioter- 
rals  between  the  thatch  and  the  walls  on  which  it  rest- 
ed :  so  as  to  exclude  the  external  air,  as  well  as  the 
dust :  a  practice  still  religiously  observed.    As  an  obvious 
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consequence,  the  air  retaiaed  between  the  thstoh,  (which 
in  the  coune  of  the  day  becomes  extremely  warm,)  and 
the  upper  lines  of  the  windows  must  be  highly  rarefied. 

Thus  invariably,  towards  sunset,  the  inhabitants  are 
ohserred  to  quit  the  inner  hall,  &c.,  either  to  sit  ont  on 
eAabeotahs,  (large  terracea,)  raised  a  foot,  or  two  feet, 
above  the  level  of  the  area,  and  abundantly  watered :  or 
they  remove  to  the  windward  veranda  (or  balcony).  On 
either  of  these  occasioos,  the  interior  becomes  intolerably 
hot,  the  rarefied  air  being  drawn  down  by  that  current  in- 
evitably attendant  npon  the  removal  of  all  the  tatti», 
and  by  the  throwing  open  of  all  the  doors  and  windows. 

It  baa  been  shewn,  that  the  French  generally  acted 
apon  more  pbilosophioal  principles  ;  making  their  doors 
and  windows  remarkably  high  :  bat  a  very  important  im- 
provement miay  yet  be  made  by  tin  ventilators,  inserted 
nearthesuouaitsoftbe  thatches.  It  is  a  fact,  that,  daring 
many  months  in  ^e  year,  the  houses  built  by  most  Euro- 
peans, and  especially  their  bu7ig<Uowt,  are  so  extremely 
heated,  as  to  tender  it  absolntely  impossible  to  aleep  in 
their  intCTior,  withont  some  artificial  means  for  keeping 
the  air  around  the  bed  at  a  proper  temperature. 

However  faulty  were  the  first  European  builders  in 
India,  the  modems  have  by  no  means  made  such  improve- 
ments as  experience  might  have  led  them  to  adopt. 
Whether  from  eoonomy,.or  from  more  attention  to  exte- 
rior appearance  than  to  internal  comfort,  scarcely  a  house 
is  now  built  with  such  spacious,  lofty,  and  substantial 
verajidas,  as  are  to  be  seen  on  the  south  side  of  almost 
every  old  mansion.  Some  of  these  antiqoated  edifices 
had  vatmdaa  on  several  sides,  and  a  few  might  be  named 
which  had  Aem  all  around ;  as  in  the  officers'  quarter*  at 
Berhampore,  and  Diuapore.  It  can  scarcely  he  doubled, 
that  such  verandas  are,  in  every  respect,  admirably  suited 
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to  the  climate ;  sioce  they  prevent  the  sou  from  ttriktag 
oo  the  maia  wall ;  which,  in  expoud  Bituatioiu,  hu  been 
known  to  give  from  8°  to  10°  difference  on  the  thermo- 
meter,    under    circumatances    in    every    other    respect 


It  IB  remarkable,  that,  till  within  the  last  for^  years, 
the  gronnd-floors,  that  is,  the  whole  of  the  baaementa,  of 
those  fine  hxge  houaea  to  be  Been  in  all  quBrtera  of  Cal- 
cutta, and  in  various  parts  of  the  interior,  were  consigned 
to  the  reception  of  palanquins,  gigs,  water^tores,  or  to  be 
mne-go^)wn^,  (or  celiani,')  butler-comiahi,  (oi  pantries,) 
and  even,  in  some  instances,  stables.  In  those  days, 
the  family  confined  themselves  to  the  first  floor,  which 
was  then  the  summit  of  the  habitation  ;  leaving  to  their 
In^^age,  cattle,  and  menials,  that  part  which, has  lately 
been  discovered  to  be,  in  every  respect,  most  suitable  to 
the  accommodation  of  the  European  population.  In  houses 
-of  agency,  See,  we  now  see  the  basement  converted  partly 
into  offices,  and  but  rarely  any  portion  of  it  appropriated 
as  formerly ;  while  the  generality  of  new  houses  are 
built  up<m  a  scale  to  favour  this  salutary  change,  by  giv- 
ing sufficient  height  to  the  lower  apartments.  Thus,  they 
adapt  them  to  every  purpose,  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
accommodations  thus  gained,  there  is  a  consideraUe  re- 
duction of  the  ground  plan. 

The  practice  of  building  houses  without  tentudtu,  can- 
not be  approved ;  whereas  the  old  mode  of  building 
them  on  pillars,  was  highly  ornamental,  and,  at  some  sea- 
Boas,'  not  less  appropriate.  The  keeping  a  house  cool 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  hot  wipds,  depends,  bow- 
ever,  entirely  on  shutting  them  out,  except  at  some  few 
apertures  supplied  with  tattia.  These  being  kept  con> 
atantly  moist,  or,  indeed,  dripping  wet,  produce  such  an 
immense  evaporation,  as  completely  to  cool  the  interior. 
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Of  course,  a  mitable  draught  muat  be  preserved,  by  open- 
ing some  window,  tec  on  the  lee-side.  This  is  comnaon- 
ly  effected  by  means  of  Venetians,  which  allow  the  air 
to  pass,  but  debar  the  access  of  glare.  Withont  advertiDg 
to  the  expense,  it  should  seem  that  a  close  veranda  is 
far  preferable  to  an  open  one ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the 
inuneoH  additional  chaises,  the  European  inhabitants  of 
CalcBtta  woald,  doubtless,  in  imitation  of  the  generality 
of  ftuf^oitiai-resideotB,  have  their  apartments  surrounded 
by  a  veranda,  of  fiill  fourteen  feet  in  width ;  with  aper- 
turea  of  a  S'^od  nze,  in  the  exterior  wall,  c^oneiponding 
with  those  of  the  interior.  This  arrangement  renders  the 
generality  of  bur^aloat  remarkably  pleasant ;  but  it  most 
be  noticed,  that  there  is  a  very  wide  difference  in  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  rendering  them  so.  Hieir  roofs  being 
of  thatch,  and  their  walls  of  san-bomt  bricks,  plastered 
with  mud  and  chaff,  form  a  great  contrast  as  to  expense, 
both  in  labour  and  materials,  to  a  house. constructed  of 
bamt  bricks,  and  good  lime,  whose  roof  is  of  masonry, 
and  in  which  timbers  of  great  price  are  every  where  used. 
Accordingly,  in  almost  every  part  of  India,  an  excellent 
buj^alom  may  be  bailt  for  about  five  thousand  rupees, 
completely  fitted  with  glass  doors,  and  windows,  and 
with  all  the  necessary  ouUoffices  duly  tiled,  or  thatched, 
according  to  tiieir  purposes ;  while  a  house,  suited  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  same  family,  in  Calcutta,  could  not 
be  finished  for  has  than  ten  times  that  anm. 

The  bricks  form  a  very  small  portion  of  the  disbarse- 
ments  incident  to  building  in  India ;  being  so  cheap*,  that 
most  of  the  made-roads  about  Calcutta,  and  in  other  parts* 
are  formed  by  laying  broken,  or  even  whole  bricks  regu- 
larly, giving  the  centre  two  or  three  layers,  gradually  ta- 
pered off  to  the  sides,  and  then  covering  them  with  a  coat 
of  rubbish,  or,  which  is  far  bett«-,  of  coarse  sand.    Stlch 
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roads  are  extremely  finn,  and  far  more  duraUe  tLan  those 
made  io  Eagland  with  gr&vel,  flint,  lime^toDe,  &c.  But 
there  muBt  be  great  allowasce  for  heavy  machioes  and 
very  heavy  burthent;  whereas,  an  Indian  hackety  oan 
rarely  weigh  fire  cnt,  nor  can  it*  load  be  averaged  at 
more  than  fifteen  cwL,  being  altogether  only  a  ton.  Now, 
in  England,  common  narrow-wheeled  waggons  wei^  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  cwt. ;  and,  except  where  weigh* 
bridges  limit  their  barthens,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see 
them  carrying  feova  two  and  a  half,  np  to  four  tons. 
Three  chaldrons  of  coals  will  be  found  to  average  about 
seventy  cwt. ;  yet  are  often  drawn  by  three  horses  through 
the  sbvets  of  London. 

The  lime  used  in  Calcutta  is  hronght  down  from  the 
Morungs,  and  their  vicinity,  in  lai^e  boats.  It  is  gene- 
lally  slaked ;  though  sometimes  imported  in  its  quick 
state,  or  as  nearly  ao  as  accident  will  permit.  It  may 
readily  be  coniJuded,  that,  after  a  passive  of  from  three 
•to  four  hundred  miles,  this  article  is  deteriorated  ;  espe- 
cially as  the  voyage  occupies  three  weeks  or  a  month. 
The  prices  of  this  sort  of  lime,  made  from  a  very  firm 
stone,  called  gutty,  abundant  in  some  parts,  vary  much 
according  to  the  season,  and  the  demand.  It  has  been 
sold  aa  low  as  six  or  seven  rupees  per  hundred  maunds, 
hvtf  at  other  times,  has  reached  to  twenty  and  twenty- 
five, 

At  Madras,  and  all  along  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  as 
irell  as  on  some  parts  of  the  Malabar  border,  an  excellent 
lime  M  made  from  sea  shells.  This  nearly  equals  that 
made  in  Italy  from  the  refuse  of  marble,  and  receives  a 
very  fine  surface,  competing  even  with  that  of  polished 
glass ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  incomparably  firm  and 
durable.  When  laid  upon  a  wall,  which  is  done  only  as  a 
finish,  it  -is  carefully  freed  from  grit,  and  kept  wtnking. 
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mod  lubbing,  till  oearly  dry,  to  prevent  the  surface  from 
cracking,  when  acted  upon  by  the  hot  air  at  mid-day. 
When  nearly  dry,  it  is  rubbed  with  coaree  calico  clotha, 
till  it  receive  a  beautiful  luatre,  which  catues  it  to  appear 
semidiaphanoiu.  A  few  housea  at  Calcutta  have  been 
finished  with  this  lime,  conveyed  by  sea,  from  Madras ; 
bat  the  great  expense  baa  occasioned  the  common 
Morung  lime  to  be  genenlly  employed,  both  for  cement 
and  white-washtng.  Id  the  ordinary  buildings  constmcted 
in  the  v^per  parts  of  the  country,  a  weaker  kind  of  lime 
is  obtained  by  burning  a  substance  called  kunhtr,  which, 
at  first,  might  be  mistaken  for  small  rugged  flints,  slightly 
coated  with  soil. 

In  all  parts  of  India,  the  lime-burners  adopt  the  most 
expensive  plan.  Their  kilns,  rarely  more  than  four  feet  in 
diameter,  nor  much  exceeding  that  height,  have  not  suffi- 
cient accumulation,  concentration,  or  reverberation  of 
heat,  to  bum  the  stones  properly ;  neither  do  they,  in 
general,  break  them  sufficiently  small,  but  throw  them  in, 
with  very  little  attention  to  regularity  or  to  economy.  It  is 
the  same  with  the  brick  and  tile^ilns ;  wbicb  are,  for  the 
most  part,  of  a  pyramidal  form ;  lite  raw  bricks  being  laid 
intermediately  with  the  fuel,  and  the  exterior  being  plas- 
tered over  with  mud,  perhaps  to  the  thickness  of  half  a 
foot.  The  beat  bricks  probably  ever  seen  in  India  were 
made  by  an  engineer  officer,  who  was  carrying  on  some  ex- 
tensive public  works.  He  first  built  the  whole  of  the  walls  of 
his  bungalow  with  sun-burnt  bricks,  properly  cemented  widi 
mud  well  filled  in ;  taking  care  to  arch  over  the  door  utd 
window  openings  in  such  a  way  that  the  fivmes  could 
be  afterwards  introduced.  The  whole  interior  was  then 
laid  with  bricks  and  fuel,  while  the  exterior  of  the  veranda 
walls  were  also  closed  in  with  sufficient  to  heat  them  tho* 
roughly,  and  a  complete  coating  was  given,  in  the  ordi- 
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nary  way.  Tbe  bricks  baked  nacommonly  well,  whHe 
the  walls  became  a  solid  mass,  capable  of  resisting  all  the 
elements,  should  they  unite  for  its  destroction.  The  btm- 
galow  proved  remarkably  dry,  and  the  plaster  was  found  to 
adhere  in  a  surprising  manner,  while  rats,  snakes,  &c., 
were  all  set  at  defiance ;  it  being  impossible  for  them  to 
buiTOw  in  so  hard  a  substance ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
cement,  which  happened  to  contun  siliceous  particles^  was 
nearly  vitrified. 

*  Forty  years  ago,  tbe  generality  of  honses  were  coated 
with  the  same  kind  of  tarrai  as  is  employed  for  layii^  the 
Boors,  and  the  roofs.  It  was  made  of  chunaa,  (white* 
lime,)  one  third ;  loorh/,  (brickdust,)  one  third  ;  and  sand, 
one  third.  These  mixed  duly  with  a  large  portion  of  cut 
kemp,  (wool  being  very  scarce,  and  short  hair  not  to  be 
]»ocuredonanytennB,)togetherwithBome7(^fr^  or  refuse 
molasses,  made  a  tolerably  strong  cement.  The  surface, 
after  a  house  had  been  duly  plastered,  was  washed,  while 
the  plaster  was  yet  moist,  with  a  strong  solution  of  lime  in 
water.  This  would  have  been  enough  to  render  every 
man,  woman,  or  child,  in  the  place,  blind,  bnt  for  a  par- 
tial remedy,  by  the  admixture  of  some  colouring  matter 
with  the  finishing  wash :  bnt  whether  red,  yellow,  or  bine, 
which  were  the  prevailing  colours,  it  was  found  that  the 
alkali  generally  destroyed  their  appearance,  and  left  a 
motley  kind  of  work. 

Tbe  good  taste  of  a  few  individuals,  chiefly  gentlemen 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  gradually  overcame  this  vile 
imitation  of  Dutch  and  Portuguese  finery ;  for  they  sub- 
stituted in  their  public  works,  a  plaster  composed  of  river 
sand,  saturated  with  a  solution  of  white4ime,  of  the  con- 
sistency of  cream.  The  addition  of  the  usual  allowance 
of  cut  hemp,  gave  this  simple  compound,  (so  to  blend 
terms,)  not  only  much  additional  durability,  but  a  re- 
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markably  neat  appeanoce  ;  especially  when  the  body  of 

Uh  building  was  of  that  fine  grey,  thus  obtained,  and  tbe 
cornices,  Ecc.  were  finished  of  a  pare  white.  Houses  thus 
exteriorly  finisbedj  became  yet  ftutber  neat,  by  the  con- 
trast of  their  Venetian  windows,  invariably  painted  green. 
Some  prefer  all  verdigris ;  others,  a  deep  clear  green,  for  the 
framework,  with  verdigris  for  the  several  leaves,  or  valves. 

Almost  every  bouse  has  to  each  window,  or  outward 
door,  folding  Venetians,  sustained  by  very  strong  hinges, 
which  allow  each  fold,  or  shutter,  to  open  outwards,  and 
(0  lie  back  flat  upon  the  exterior  wall.  They  are  thus 
kept  from  blowing  about,  by  means  of  books,  in  the 
same  manner  aa  shutters  in  England.  There  are  no  sash- 
windows  on  the  European-  construction,  bnt  they  move 
invariably  in  two  folds,  one  to  the  right,  the  other  to  tbe 
left ;  each  opening  inwardly,  and  lying  within  the  thick- 
ness of  the  wall. 

There  is  nowhere  more  attention  paid  or  required  to  . 
the  foundation  of  a  hoose  than  in  India  ;  the  rains  being 
so  heavy  as  to  sap  all  weak  buildings  exposed  to  their 
action,  either  above,  below,  or  laterally.  When  houses 
are  built  with  cutcha,  (sun-dried  bricks  cemented  with 
mud,)  and  either  plastered  with  tbe  same,  or  with  mor- 
tar, the  least  crack  in  the  roof,  or  the  smallest  hollow 
near  the  foundation,  will  be  dangerous.  The  rain  which, 
often  for  a  whole  day,  descends  in  streams,  soon  soaking 
into  the  walls,  is  incalculably  miacfaievoua.  Many  housee, 
whose  sot»taiH!e  and  general  appearance  indicate  a  better 
fate,  may  annually  be  seen  in  ruins,  after  a  continued 
£ill  of  beavy,  or  of  drizzling,  but  oblique  rain.  The  lat- 
ter is  peculiarly  unfavourable  to  buildings  insecurely 
coated,  drifting  in  under  the  plaster,  damping  tbe  mod 
cement,  and  bringing  down  the  heavy  roots  with  a  most 
sonorous  crash.    Few  aitchi  houses  are  now  to  be  seen 
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with  UmB  rooft ;  and)  as  are  ao  bnilt  for  the  saka  of 
cheapneaa,  being  generally  intended  for  thatches,  and 
thus  becoming  ba^alowt.  The  natives  btiild  sometimes 
OD  that  kind  of  half  and  half  plan,  which  commonly,  in 
the  end,  cheats  the  contrirer.  Thus  hovels  of  a  amall 
description  have  been  built  with  cutcha  for  the  interior, 
while  the  exterior  of  the  wall  was  made  of  pucka  (burnt 
bricks),  from  whose  interstices  the  mortar  was  carefully 
picked  out,  as  though  to  be  pointed,  for  the  poipose  of 
causing  the  exterior  plastering  to  penetrate  the  joints,  and 
thus  firmly  to  retain  its  position. 

There  formerly  existed  a  mode  of  mixing  the  ingredi- 
ents in  better  proportions,  or  with  better  materials,  which, 
after  a  Ume,  formed  a  very  capital  cement.  Of  this, 
many  very  well  known  edifices  furnish  ample  proof,  such 
as  the  old  fort  utuate  within  the  town  of  Calcutta.  The 
impressions  made  by  shots,  of  twenty-four  and  thirty-two 
pounds,  fired  by  Admiral  Watson  against  its  western 
fiice,  when  his  fleet  lay  within  three  hnndited  yards  of  it, 
in  1766,  were  quite  insignificuib;  the  brave  admiral  might 
have  battered  for  a  century,  without  bringing  down  the 
wall.  In  1779,  iriien  Ute  Company's  cloth  godovm  took 
fire,  the  third  regiment  of  European  infantry,  then  in  gar- 
rison at  Fort*William,  marched  out  with  engines,  Slc  to 
assist  in  its  extinction  ;  yet  were  they  utterly  unable  to 
loosen  the  iron  bars  from  the  masonry ;  though  provided 
with  tackles,  crows,  axes,  &c.  This  godowny  which  oc- 
cupied a  lai^  part  of  the  northerly  lace  of  the  old  fort, 
was  afterwards  converted  into  offices,  but  with  incredible 
labour.  The  masonry  was  as  bard  as  a  rock.  When  this 
*  occurrence  took  place,  the  old  fort  had  been  bnilt  about 
forty  years;  whereas,  all  the  Company's,  or  any  other 
biulding^  whkb  now  claim  Uiat  age,  are  of  a  very  differ- 
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eot  complexion.    The  grmter  part  of  them,  though  not 
in  a  state  of  abiolute  ruin,  are  kept  up  at  an  inordinate 
expense,  while  sacb  of  them  as  have  fallen  down,  display  ' 
a  crude  mass  of  loose,  friable,  and  mouldering  rubbish. 

Nor  are  the  ancient  terracee  less  obdurate  than  th« 
vails.  Many  of  these  may  be  seen  among  the  ruins  of 
cities  and  towns,  of  which  we  b^ve  scarcely  any  informa- 
tion, absolutely  retaining  their  places,  though  the  beams 
on  which  they  formerly  rested  hare  been  removed  time 
out  of  mind.  If  these  rook  had  possessed  any  con- 
vexity, or  been  constructed  according  to  the  Syrian  prin- 
ciple, we  should  have  had  less  cause  to  admire  their  so- 
lidity and  toughness ;  but  such  has  not  been  the  case  even 
with  those  which,  though  certainly  of  no  considerable 
dimensions,  appeared  firm  enough  to  sustain  cannon  of 
small  calibre. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  roofs  are  constructed 
in  India,  the  beams  are  about  two  feet  apart,  and  gene- 
rally have  a  scantling,  ten  or  eleven  inches  deep,  by  five 
or  nx  wide.  Sometimes'  they  are  cambered  to  the  extent 
of  three  or  four  inches,  according  to  the  length  of  the 
timber.  These  joists  are  laid  on  the  bare  wall,  with  their 
ends  well  charred.  Tbey  are  sometimes  smeared  with 
petroleum,  (called  by  the  natives,  earth-oil,)  to  deter  the 
white  ants  from  attacking  .the  wood ;  which  they  would 
certainly  do,  but  for  this  precaution.  The  ends  of  the 
timbers  are  cased  with  masonry,  ao  as  to  leave  about  four 
inches  all  round,  and  at  their  bases,  that  the  timber  may 
be  removed,  in  case  of  decay,  without  damaging  the  wall. 
The  interval  is  then  filled  up  with  cutcha  work,  which,  not 
adhering  firmly  to  the  pucka  wall,  may  be  eauly  removed 
when  the  joist  is  to  be  changed.  If  plastered  over,  the 
whoU  will  appear  onifonn. 
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Id  some  parts  of  the  country,  SBpeciaUy  in  the  upper 
provinceij  ^e  Datires  cover  their  hoiuea  with  flat  roofs 
of  day,  beat  very  firm,  and  about  a  foot  thick.  Tbii 
mode  of  constroction  requires  care,  but  is  Tery  effideot. 
The  walls  and  the  joists  ought  to  be  sabstantial,  and  the 
snr&ce  of  the  clay  rather  convex,  to  direct  the  water  into 
proper  gutters  or  drainst  and  so  to  prevent  the  building 
from  beii^  damped. 

Without  this  precaution,  the  heavy  rains,  constantly 
to  be  expected  during  three  mouths  in  the  year,  wonld 
very  speedily  dissolve  such  tenements.  But  when  due 
care  is  taken  to  prevent  and  to  stop  leaks,  clay  rooft  are 
the  most  eligible,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  biaar*, 
markets,  and  lines,  in  which  fires  are  frequent.  Many 
gentlemen  have  adopted  them,  some  wholly,  others  par- 
tially, for  bungalows,  and  find  little  or  no  cause  to  r^ret 
their  preference. 

It  is,  however,  expedient  to  send  up  a  man  now  and 
then,  to  lute  any  cracks  occasioned  by  excessive  heat ; 
but,  after  a  season  or  two,  the  clay  becomes  nearly  as  firm 
as  mortar-tairas,  and  thus  resists  the  various  changes  of 
temperature.  Its  greatest  inconvenience  is  the  harbour 
it  affords  to  that  inconceivably  obnoxious  insect,  the 
vhite  out. 

These  little  depredators  rarely  fail  to  take  advant^e 
of  every  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  their  destructive 
powers.  Assembling  by  ten  thousands,  they  irill  in  a 
few  hours  eat  out  the  bottom  of  a  deal  box,  perhaps  an 
inch  thick,  or  render  it  a  mere  honeycomb.  Of  fir  and 
mango-wood  they  are  remarkably  fond. 

It  is  remaikable  that  they  should  be  partial  to  woods 
abounding  in  turpentine,  while  only  a  few  drops  of  pe- 
troleum, which  is  imported  from  Pegu,  Ava,  and  the  Ar- 
vean  coast,  under  the  name  of  mutty  ke  taU,  (earth-oil,) 
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prOTM  a  perfect  prerentire.  Few  tbiogs  come  amtBB  to 
these  obnoxious  Tisitauts,  which  every  where  abound,  and 
destroy  wood,  leather,  cottons,  woollens,  &c  Nay,  a 
etoiy  is  current,  that  they  were  once  accused  of  having 
devoared  some  thousands  of  dollars.  Fortunately,  on 
deeper  reMcareh,  it  was  discovered  that  they  had  only  eaten 
away  the  bottom  of  the  treasnre-chest,  and,  like  misers, 
had  buried  the  hard  cash  some  feet  under  ground. 

As  there  are  no  ceilings  in  India,  each  joist  is  neatly 
finished,  having  its  lower  edges  rounded  off  with  a  head- 
ing-plane. At  right  angles  with  the  joists,  smaller  bat- 
tens, called  burgahi,  are  laid ;  three  or  four  inches  wide, 
by  about  two  or  three  deep,  or  vice  vend.  These  are 
nailed  upon  the  joists  at  snch  parallel  distances,  gene- 
rally about  seven  or  eight  inches,  as  may  allow  a  large 
kind  of  tile  to  be  laid  on  them.  Over  the  tiles,  rubbish, 
rather  dry,  and  about  four  or  five  inches  deep,  is  patted 
down  gently,  by  some  dozens  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, who,  squatting  like  monkeys  on  their  haunches, 
and  having  batons  about  a  cubit  long,  and  of  a  trowel 
shape,  thongh  not  so  obtuse,  continually  beat  the  mate- 
rials till  they  become  perfectly  compact.  The  better  me- 
thod, and  in  more  general  use,  is,  instead  of  rubbish,  to 
put  on  a  coarser  kind  of  mortar,  well  worked  up,  but  not 
very  moist ;  which  is  beat  in  the  same  mode.  After  this 
baa  been  duly  compacted,  though  not  quite  dry,  another 
coating  of  two  or  three  inches,  and  of  finer  materials,  is 
pat  on,  and  beat  in  like  manner ;  then  a  third,  perhaps 
only  ao  inch  deep,  of  still  finer  materials ;  and,  ultimately, 
tbe  whole  is  coated  for  about  half  an  inch  in  depUi  with 
the  finest  ingredients  mixed,  after  being  sifted  throngh 
a  coane  cloth,  with  ja^rte,  (molasses,  or  coarse  sugar,) 
aod  by  some  with  peasjneal,  called  baun,  which  the  na- 
tives c^msider  to  he  "peculiarly  valuable  in  cement.    Iliis 
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laBt  eoat  is  laid  on  with  a  trowel,  very  finuly  pressed,  ia  • 
order  to  compact  it  the  more,  and  to  prevent  craclung ; 
which  will,  however,  always  take  place,  more  or  less,  ac> 
cording  to  the  degree  of  pressure  and  beating ;  or  as  the 
great  body  of  the  tarras  may  be  made  of  good  or  bad 
materials. 

All  partition-walls,  dividing  the  several  apartments,  are 
necessarily  of  masonry,  on  account  of  the  eoonnous 
pressure  from  above ;  and  because  the  wbite-ants  would 
reduce  the  interior  of  wood  to  the  state  of  a  honeycomb, 
before  their  depredations  were  much,  if  at  all,  noticed  on 
thesurfoce.  These  partition-walls  are  carried  up  about  bix 
inches  above  the  tarras  roof;  which  thus  appears  to  be 
divided  into  chequers,  corresponding  with  the  several 
apartments.  Small  channels  are  cut  to  carry  the  water 
into  the  spouts  or  drains ;  from  which  jars,  to  contain 
about  a  hogshead,  are  filled  with  water  for  table  ose. 
Some  spouts  are  made  to  extend  a  yard  from  the  wail, 
and  in  some  instances  canvass  faoses  are  attached  to 
them  for  leading  the  water  into  the  jars;  but  it  is  now 
more  common  to  build  pipes  of  pottery  within  the  wall, 
or  to  damp  them  to  it  with  iron,  till  their  lower  ends, 
ii^iich  are  crooked  for  the  purpose,  form  a  proper  dehou* 
chure.  From  the  latter  mode,  however,  in  heavy  rains, 
the  walls  become  damped,  because  the  &11  of  water  is 
greater  than  the  pipes  can  instantly  carry  off.  Iliis  may 
account  for  those  deluges  which,  at  times,  almost  instan- 
taneously take  place. 

The  tops  of  houses  are  invariably  inclosed  with  Iweaat- 
parapets,  or  balustrades;  which  give  a  very  finished  ap- 
pearance to  these  superb  buildings.  With  the  exception 
of  ridges  formed  by  the  continuation  of  the  partition- 
walU,  the  roofs  afford  a  pleasant  promenade  at  certain 
seasons,  and  some  of  them  command  interesting  views. 
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Daring  the  very  hot  weather,  probably  from  the  end  oS 
April  to  the  setting  in  of  the  rains  in  the  first  or  second 
week  of  June,  many  genUemen  have  their  cots  (as  the 
bed,  with  all  ita  apparatus,  is  usually  called)  carried  to 
the  tops  of  their  houses,  and  pass  the  nigbt  there.  This 
appears  a  very  hazardous  proceeding ;  till  it  is  considered 
Aat  there  is  scarcely  any  dew  at  that  season,  and  that 
the  cots  have  generally  curtains,  which  receive  and  ab- 
sorb what  may  happen  to  fall.  More  to  the  southward, 
indeed,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Hoogly,  where  the  im- 
mense marsbes,  the  ouze  left  by  the  returning  tides,  and 
the  jangles  which  every  where  abound,  produce  the 
most  deleterious  exhalations,  the  practice  appears  hazard- 
ona;  yet  there  have  been  very  few  instances  of  any  seri- 
ous consequences ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  greatest 
refreshment  has  been  experienced  by  all  who  have  adopted 
it,  as  they  thus  could  rise  early,  divested  of  that  most 
distressing  lassitude  attendant  upon  sleeping  in  an  apart- 
ment communicating  a  febrile  sensation,  end  peculiarly 
oppresure  to  the  lungs.  The  injurions,  if  not  fatal,  ef- 
fects, so  often  adduced  as  cautions  to  persons  impatient 
of  heatf  have  however  been  produced  not  by  sleeping 
in  an  open  exposure,  but  in  a  current  of  air.  This  cannot 
be  recommended.  On  the  contrary,  such  a  custom  must 
be  censured,  as  proved  to  be  highly  dangerous  by  several 
most  melancholy  cases. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  boarded  floors  are 
almost  unknown  in  India.  Various  causes  have  com- 
bined to  explode  them ;  the  depredations  of  the  white- 
ant;  the  perpetual  danger  of  their  warping^  and  the 
difficulty  of  rendering  the  sounds  of  footsteps  less  andi- 
Ue.  Thb  last  may  appear  trivial ;  bat  where  so  many 
menials.  Etc.,  are  ever  moving  about  in  various  parts  of  a 
bouse,  and  that,  too,  with  little  ceremony,  though,  it  is 
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true,  they  are  all  bare-footed,  it  mtut  prove  eitremely 
iDcoovenient  at  those  timea  when  the  family  retire  to  rest, 
daring  the  heat  of  the  day^  About  forty  years  ago,  all 
stairs  were  of  masonry ;  but  of  late  years  they  are  of 
wood.  These,  resting  on  strong  beams,  obvious  in  enry 
part  except  where  they  enter  the  walls,  may  be  considered 
as  tolerably  safe  from  white-ants ;  while  they  are  much 
neater,  and  more  easily  kept  in  order.  Alt  joists  are 
either  painted  or  tarred ;  the  latter  has  a  very  unpleasant, 
indeed  a  mean  appearance,  and  is  not  often  practised : 
for  the  most  part,  white  paint  is  adopted,  with  a  very 
slight  cast  of  blue  to  preserve  it  from  fading. 

Some  paint  the  beaded  or  moulded  edges  of  the  door 
pannels,  also  the  rounded  comers  of  the  joists,  with  some 
delicate  colour;  such  as  light  sky-blue,  light  verdigris- 
green,  or  lilac ;  and,  for  conformity,  thus  ornament  the 
mouldioga  of  the  wall  pannels.  In  the  upper  provinces 
it  is  common  to  colour  the  pannels  with  native  ochres,  of 
beautiful  hues,  leaving  the  mouldings,  cornices,  &c. 
white.  These  mouldings.  Sic.  are  all  made  by  trowels 
shaped  for  the  purpose,  and  not  by  moulds  or  stamps.  In 
their  execution  the  native  will  display  great  ingenuity, 
consummate  patience,  and  often  great  delicacy :  but,  in 
design,  taste,  composition,  perspective,  consistency,  and 
harmony,  he  will  prove  himself  to  be  completely  ignorant. 
As  an  apology  it  may  again  be  justly  pleaded,  that  in 
every  branch  the  Indian  mechanic  is  called  upon  after, 
perhaps,  only  a  few  days  of  observation,  or,  at  least,  with 
to  little  practice  as  would  among  us  be  considered  rather 
an  objection  than  a  qualification,  to  perform  that  which 
we  judge  to  be  unattainable,  except  by  the  application  of 
several  years,  closely  attached  to  one  individu^  object. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  condenming,  we  should  rather  ad- 
mire their  operations. 
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Th«  operations  necessary  to  coastruct  a  tarras  roof  are 
required  for  the  floors  in  erery  part  of  the  house  ;  but 
unless  the  baeeoieat  stand  rery  liigb,  so  as  to  allow  of 
water-houses,  &c.  uodemeetb,  it  is  usual  to  have  the 
ground-fioor  flued,  by  means  of  narrow  channels  or  air- 
condaits,  of  about  four  inches  deep,  and  as  many  wide, 
so  88  to  be  covered  with  bricks  of  an  ordinary  size.  These 
flues  are  made  in  parallel  lines,  at,  perhaps,  a  foot  or 
more  asander,  and  pass  entirely  under  the  house,  in  both 
directions,  having  their  several  apertures  covered  by 
small  iron  grates  to  keep  out  rats,  snakes,  &c.,  which 
tfould  else  find  an  admirable  asylum  within  these  inter- 
secting channels.  The  tower  tarrases  are  thus  kept  tho- 
roughly dry  by  the  flues,  which  of  course  give  ventilation 
to  every  part  under  the  floor.  As  bricks  are  often  scarce, 
because  never  made  for  general  sale,  except  at  public 
Btations  and  great  cities,  and  then  of  a  very  small  size,  it 
is  common  to  build  the  ground  tarras  upon  inverted  pots, 
each  being  capable  of  containing  about  three  pecks  or  a 
bushel.  These  pots  may  be  bad  in  any  quantity  all  over 
Uie  country,  generally  at  the  low  rate  of  a  farthing,  ot 
at  the  utmost,  a  halfpenny  each. 

The  pots  are  ranged  upon  the  ground,  within  the  area 
formed  by  the  walls,  side  by  side,  but  not  quite  in  con- 
tact, each  resting  on  its  mouth,  which  consists  generally 
of  a  rim  projecting  about  three  or  four  inofaes  from  the 
body  of  the  vessel,  which  is  nearly  aphericaV.  The  loosest 
sand  that  can  be  procured,  or,  in  its  absence,  any  dry  rub- 
bish, is  then  thrown  in.  so  as  to  611  up  all  the  intervals, 
and  to  cover  the  pots  about  four  inches  in  depth.  This 
surface  being  levelled,  another  stratum  of  pots  is  added 
if  necessary ;  the  whole  process  of  filling  up  being  simi.- 
Ur  in  both,  and  the  tarras  laid  in  the  usnal  manner  on  the 
levelled  surfiice. 
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Throughout  Bengal,  at  leut  in  dutt  wide  ezpsoM  reach- 
ing from  Gogra  to  Dacca,  on  the  narth-eaat,  and  from 
the  Soane,  along  the  plains  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  to  the 
debont^are  of  the  Hoogly,  (which,  together,  fonn  the 
limits  of  oar  ricbeat  and  most  populona  purgumiaJu,  ot 
districts,)  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  subsoU  is  a 
loose,  gritty  sand,  very  like  what  &nnen  term  a  huh. 
This,  in  a  few  places,  receires  a  strong  red  tint  from  the 
ferrugiaons  mountains  every  where  to  be  seen  along  either 
boundary.  From  the  extreme  looseness  of  the  sabsoili  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  the  foundations  of 
weighty  buildings  by  erery  possible  means;  and,  in  the 
sinking  of  wellSf  this  quality  of  the  soil  often  presents  the 
most  formidable  obstacles. 

Under  soch  drcumstahces,  it  is  self-evident  that  a  very 
firm  foundation  is  required  for  those  laige  mansiooa  raised 
and  inhabited  by  Earopeans,  and  forming  the  bulk  of 
Calcutta,  together  with  the  several  garden-houses,  and  the 
numerous  edifices  on  a  large  scale  erected  by  the  natives, 
especially  their  places  of  worship,  which  are  most  ponde- 
rously constructed.  Nor  can  too  much  attention  be  paid 
to  carrying  off  the  water,  which  pours  down  from  the  tope 
of  the  houses,  test  the  bases  should  be  sapped,  and  very 
.   serious  injuries  aisoe. 

With  this  intention,  almest  every  compound  or  inclosed 
acea  is  either  laid  with  pantiles,  or  is  well  coated  with 
<ooh^,  like  the  roads ;  while,  in  many  ioBtances,  the 
junction  of  the  wall  with  the  level  of  the  area  is  concealed 
and  secured  by  a  tabu,  blending  with  the  building  at 
about  a  foot  or  more  above  that  level. 

With  respect  to  Inmgaiom,  ot  any  other  temporary 
buildings,  their  foundations  are  usually  very  shallow, 
raised  generally  a  foot  or  two  from  the  surrounding  level  i 
and  as  their  inner  walls,  that  often  run  from  sixteen  to 
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twenty  feet  in  faeigbt,  are  well  te«^^  b;  the  WKHNfot 
which  likewise  pret^ve  the  pmsDot,  for  full  twdve  or 
fourteen  feet,  from  beiog  softesed  by  the  raias,  vetj  shal- 
low  fonodfttinw  art  deemed  Bufficient.  The  attrrnnnding 
parapet  which  limits,  while  it  raises,  the  veranda,  t» 
usually  of  barat-brick,  ceiMDted  and  plaateied  over  with 
good  mortar ;  bat  tbe  whole  of  the  residne  of  bricklayers* 
work  is  as  already  explained.  The  veramdat  of  btbtgaletiu 
are  aostained  either  by  strong  wooden  posts,  or  by  pillars 
of  Biasonry.  Their  interrals  &re  filled  up  with  Jttumpt, 
before  described,  which 'may  be  raised  at  pleainre  to  any 
aogle,  inclading  aSaovH  10°  or  15°,  above  the  horizontal ; 
or  tfaey  may  be  sufiered  to  hang  perpendicularly  agaitist 
the  exterior  feces  of  the  pillais.  In  tempestuous  weather, 
and  especially  daring  those  violent  squalls  Called  north-  - 
WBtten,  in  conseqaeace  of  their  nsnally  either  cJAumeDcing' 
on,  or  reering  round  to  that  quarter,  it  will  he'  foond 
necessary  to  place  tbe  bamboo  props,  whereby  Ihejtmmpt 
areumaily  elevated,  againrit  their  etterior  sides.  Tbm 
the  jaump  is  pteased  to  the  pillar,  and  becomes  greatly 
exempted  from  die  danget  of  being  blown  away,  wbicll, 
nevertheless,  freqiitently  happens,  though  its  weight  oiay 
be  fMl  a  cwt.  and  a  half,  or  even  two  cwt. 

The  force  of  these  nortA-weiten  is  next  to  incredible. 
One  in  particular,  in  Novembef  1787,  tore  up  an  immeoae 
tree,  called  the  Barrackpore  Beacon,  on  account  of  it* 
being  situated  at  a  point  where  it  conld  be  seen  from 
Duckansore,  along  a  beautiful  reach  of  the  Hoogly  river, 
lliis  fine  piece  of  timber  measured  nearly  twenty  feet  in 
gitth,  and  branched  out  in  the  most  luxuriant  manner, 
reaching  to  fall  seventy  or  eighty  feet  in  height :  it  was 
torn  up  by  its  roots,  though  some  of  the  lamiflcalions 
were  mach  thicker  than  a  man's  body,  leaving  an  excava- 
tion of  not  less  Oian  16,000  cubic  feet. 
s2 
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Tbe  verandas  of  bungalovii  are  generally  allotted  to  the 
accommodation  of  servants  of  all  deacripttoiiB ;  and  ex- 
cept 'wliere,  as  in  Calcutta,  a  separate  lodging-room  is 
provided,  they  serve  for  the  home  of  the  eahan,  or  bear- 
ers. These  have  each  their  mat,  on  which  they  sleep, 
forming  a  pillow  of  any  g'/uttry,  or  bundle  of  clothes,  and 
covering  themselves  with  their  quilts,  &c. :  blankets  being 
very  little  nsed  by  domestics  of  any  description.  When 
a  gentleman  has  company,  the  side-board  is  asually  set 
out  in  the  veranda,  where  also  the  several  guests'*  hookuUa 
are  prepared;  and,  in  rainy  weather,  their  water  cooled. 
All  servants  come  upon  being  called;  there  being  no 
bells  bung  in  any  part  of  the  coantry,  and  very  few  hand- 
bells are  to  be  seen.  The  common  call,  Qui  hi?  (mean- 
ing, who  is  there !)  often  rouses  a  dozen  of  the  slumber- 
ing crew,  though  it'  is  occasionally  repeated,  with  some 
vociferation  too,  before  one  will  stir.  Though  to  many 
bungalows  there  are  abundance  of  out-offices,  some  of 
which  may  have  been  built  for  tbe  reception  of  palanquins, 
and  especially  of  a  gig,  (there  called  a  buggy,)  few  persons 
allow  eiUier  their  mahanafu,  or  their  bofJiahs,  to  be  kept 
in  such  places. 

Throughout  Calcutta  the  doors  are  pannelled,  and  have 
generally  handsome  brass  mountings,  with  mortice  locks. 
The  windows  are  well  glazed;  and,  in  many  instances, 
the  rooms  laid  with  superb  carpets,  either  of  European, 
Persian,  or  Miraapore  manufacture.  Tbe  two  latter  are 
generally  made  of  silk ;  exhibiting  rich  patterns,  with  the 
most  brilliant  colours.  The  floors,  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  tairases,  are  generally  covered  with  a  mat- 
ting made  of  a  species  of  rush,  which  possesses  consider- 
able firmness  and  pliancy.  This,  after  being  dulydeanaed 
from  fibres,  &c.  is  made  up  into  handles,  about  a  cubit  in 
length,  and  nearly  the  same  in  girth,  in  which  stata  it  is 
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well  soaked.  From  these  baadles,  the  mat-makers,  who 
are  usually  of  the  Ctt^ur  tribe,  weave  the  mats  upon  a 
kind  of  woof  made  of  twine,  but  perfectly  concealed  by 
tberusfaea.  Someofthesematsareplain;  while  others  bave 
various  stripes,  or  chequers.  With  this  manufacture  a  room 
of  aoy  size  may  be  filled ;  the  work  being  either  done  on 
the  spot,  or  at  the  houses  of  the  persons  employed,  llie 
colour  is  generally  like  faded  straw;  though  sometimes 
are  introduced  red  or  black  rushes,  dyed  for  the  purpose 
To  accommodate  persons  residing  in  parts  where  floors 
cannot  be  fitted  with  whole  mats,  long  strips,  of  about  a 
yard  wide,  and  four  or  five  yards  long,  are  sold  in  almost 
every  great  bazar.  These  requite  to  be  sewed  side  by 
Nde,  like  Scotch  carpettng ;  but,  exclusive  of  that  disad- 
vanlage,  are  not  so  eligible,  as  they  are  less  carefully 
made,  and  in  almost  every  instance  manufactured  from 
refuse  materials. 

In  the  upper  provinces,  where  the  kudjoor  (date-tree) 
abounds,  a  tolerable  kind  of  matting  is  made  irom  its 
leaves.  This  is  not  so  durable,  handsome,  or  even,  as  the 
sort  just  described ;  and  owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the 
materials,  is  apt  to  catch  the  feet  of  chairs,  besides  the 
danger  of  fire  from  haokulU,  Ecc.  All  these  circumstances 
limit  the  use  of  kudjoor  mats  to  very  ordinary  purposes, 
or  to  such  rooms  as  are  to  be  wholly  or  partially  car- 
peted. 

Mats  are  likewise  made,  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
from  green  bamboos.  These,  split  into  very  thin  laths,  of 
about  half  an  inch,  or  less,  in  width,  answer  the  same  pur. 
pose  as  the  former.  They  are,  however,  very  uncomfort- 
able, harbouring  great  numbers  of  centipedes ;  asiudeed 
do  the  ku^oor  mats,  but  not  to  the  same  extent.  Mats, 
if  they  may  be  so  called,  are  also  made  by  laying  down 
tattaos,  and  stringing  them  together  with  strips  of  their 
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own  bark,  as  U  done  in  makiog  the  leerlg/  used  ia  tbatcb- 
ing.  This  sort  is  very  rare,  aod  the  few  seen  ia  Calcstta, 
were  said  to  have  been  brought  by  the  Dutch  From.  Ma- 
lacca, wheoce  great  numbers  of  rattans  are  yearly  im- 
ported. A  rery  beautiful  kind  of  mat  ii  made  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  but  especially  in  the  south-eastern 
districts,  about  Dacca  and  Luckypore,  from  a  reedy  grass. 
The  rind,  being  pared  off  very  thin,  and  trimmed  til)  about 
the  eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  is  wove  into  mats,  rarely  ex- 
ceeding aeven  or  eight  feet  long,  by  about  four  feet  wide. 
These  are  peculiarly  slippery,  whence  they  are  des^- 
Dated  uetul-ptiitety  (meaning  eooi  leaves,  sheets,  breadths, 
Stc.)  Theit  colour  resembles  that  of  common  horn,  and 
their  piioea  are  generally  from  two  to  six  rupees  per  piece ; 
according  to  their  fineness,  and  to  the  state  of  the  markets. 
The  principal  uses  of  the  we^Z-pv^tee  are,  to  be  laid  dd- 
der  the  lower  sheet  of  a  bed,  thereby  to  keep  the  body 
cool ;  which  it  effects  to  a  great  degree,  by  its  remarkably 
slippery  sur&ce.  Some  pillows  for  couches  are  likewise 
covered  with  it.  It  has  also  been  employed  in  makii^ 
covers  for  mahogany  tables ;  to  which  it  is  well  adapted, 
on  account  of  its  repelling  dust.  For  such  use  all  the 
joining!  should  be  well  taped,  end  lined  with  blanket,  or 
with  kanpah,  &c.  properly  quilted.  - 

Besides  the  carpets  before  mentioned,  and  which  are 
very  high  priced,  there  are  manufactories  of  tatrmftt  at 
Miiiapore,  and  in  many  other  parts.  These  serve  all  the 
pnrpoaes  of  carpets,  but  have  no  plusb ;  being  in  that  re- 
spect very  similar  to  Scotch  carpeting,  but,  at  the  aune 
time,  very  dissimilar  in'  respect  to  pattern.  The  latrmfe 
is  merely  a  lai^  coloured  sheet,  in  which,  except  for 
about  a  cubit's  breadth  all  around,  the  whole  is  divided 
into  bars,  or  etripes,  usudly  from  two  to  six  inches  wide, 
propoiti<»ied  to  the  extent  of  the  fitbric.    The  principal 
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colours  in  these  carpets  are  a  crimaon  ground,  with  bars 
of  de«p  or  light  red ;  or  blue  grounds,  with  wbitej  yellow, 
or  tawny  bars ;  or  green  grounds,  with  deeper  or  tighter 
green,  or  crimson,  or  orange  bars ;  or  any  of  these,  viix 
nertd.  The  common  price  of  a  woollen  tatrittfe,  may  be 
from  twelve  onnai  (|  of  a.  rupee)  to  three  rupees  per 
■qoare  yard  ;  according  to  fineness,  sobslance,  colour,  de- 
mand, Gcc. 

Of  cotton  satri^a,  tbe  price  rarely  exceeds  a  rupee,  or 
a  rupee  and  a  ij^uarter,  for  the  same  extent ;  these,  how- 
ever, will  bear  washing  admirably.  It  is  no  uncommoD 
thing  to  sees  iotrngt  of  full  twenty  by  tbir^  fee^i  yet 
made  only  on  a  bamboo  roller,  round  which  the  work  gra- 
dually collects,  as  the  threads  are  crossed,  by  passing  the 
warp-lines,  alternately  orer  and  under  the  wootlines,  in 
r^olar  changes. 

Cheeki,  or  screens,  to  keep  out  tbe  glare,  are  made  in  a 
Bimilar  manner.  These  simple,  yet  moat  comfortable  ad- 
denda to  Indian  habitations,  are  formed  of  bamboo  wires, 
(if  the  term  may  be  allowed,)  from  four  to  six  feet  in 
length,  and  about  the  thickness  of  a  very  large  knitting- 
needle,  or,  perhaps,  of  a  crow-quill.  A  thin,  clean-w(»ked 
lath,  of  the  same  materia),  is  pat  at  the  top  and  bottom. 
Many  ckeeki  are  mad*  of  bamboo  wires,  painted  either 
green^  or  reddish  farovni,  but  genially  the  former.  These 
require  no  particu^r  care,  except  to  keep  them  aep^ 
rate,  as  they  are  dried  by  laying  them  upon  two  rows  of 
bricks,  or  agunst  a  wall,  or  upon  scattered  straw,  when 
the  weather  is  calm.  When  chetki  are  intended  to  repre- 
sent any  pattern,  such  as  birds  on  brsDches,  or  Indian 
daties,  &c.,  ttie  whole  of  Uie  wires  are  laid  with 
their  respectire  ends  on  two  boards,  over  which  two 
oUierB  are  placed  perfectly  parallel,  and  even,  so  as 
to  press  the  ends  of  the  wires,  and  to  prevent  their 
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being  easily  diBpIaced.  A  pattern,  being  cut  out  on 
paper  of  the  required  size,  ia  fastened  down  upon  the 
wires,  and  itB  outline  every  where  distinctly  marked  upon 
them ;  after  which  it  is  worked  in  on  the  former  ground, 
say  a  green,  with  brown  for  branches,  a  deeper  green  for 
the  leaves,  and  red,  yellow,  &c.  for  the  birds;  the  whole 
is  tben  left  to  dry.  When  ready  for  use,  the  cheek-wallak 
(or  maker)  fixes  bis  apparatus  close  to  the  top,  and  tak- 
ing each  wire  in  succession,  fastens  it  down  in  its  proper 
place,  being  guided  by  two  lateral  lines,  as  they  are  hand- 
ed to  him  by  an  urchin,  perhaps  not  more  than  three  or 
four  years  of  age.  In  this  way  the  representation  is 
preserved. 

The  neatest  patterned  cheeki  come  from  China  ;  but 
the'Bengallee  artist  is  improving,  and  bids  fair  to  super- 
sede the  importation.  It  is  usual  to  have  the  whole  chede 
bound,  all  around,  either  with  a  light  cotton  tape,  of 
about  three  or  four  inches  broad,  or  with  red,  or  bloe, 
kanoah.  At  the  top  of  each  cheek,  generally,  a  piece  of 
circular  leather  is  attached,  two  being  sewed  together, 
though  on  different  sides  of  the  wires.  To  these  are 
sewed  cotton  cords,  usually  white,  or  red  and  white,  or 
bine  and  white,  about  an  inch  in  circumference,  and  each 
a  full  yard  in  length.  Their  use  is  to  tie  up  the  cheek, 
when  roUed.towards  the  door-plate,  when  it  is  not  wanted. 
Each  end  of  the  top  lath  has  similar  pieces  of  leather 
sewed  on,  for  the  cords  by  which  the  cheek  is  to  be 
suspended. 

White  cheeks  are  preferred,  because  they  more  efiectu- 
ally  keep  out  the  glare,  and  also  render  the  intmor  less 
exposed  from  without :  consequently,  they  contribute 
most  to  coolness,  and  privacy. 

AntOBg  Europeans  of  respectability,  in  any  part  of  Cal- 
cutta, it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  find  a  house  desti- 


jz.Google 


EAST    INDIA    VADE-UECUM.  26S 

tute  of  proper  doors,  of  paonelled  wood,  or  of  windows, 
furnished,  at  least,  with  Venetians,  if  not  with  glaaa 
Bashes.  Whether  for  appearaDce,  coDvenieiice,  or  real 
utility,  nothing  can  equal  glass;  the  use  of  which  is  now 
become  so  general,  that  almost  every  bungalow  in  the 
upper  provinces,  unleBs  built  merely  as  a  shelter  for  a  few 
months,  is  provided  with  it;  some,  only  partially,  but  a 
great  majority  throughout. 

When  glass  camiot  be  had,  or,  owing  to  some  mono- 
poly, the  price  is  too  high,  windows  are  famished  with 
plates  of  talc.  This  may  be  largely  procured  at  the 
several  cities,  especially  towards  the  frontiers,  chiefly 
at  Lucknow,  Benares,  and  Patna,  being  imported  from 
Thibet,  and  the  countries  on  the  nortl^  of  the  Punjab,  or 
Seik  territory,  in  masses,  often  as  lai^e  as  a  quartern  loaf. 
This  traffic  is  principally  for  the  supply  of  that  fine  pow- 
der, used  in  the  Hindoo  holiday,  called  hooly,  the  carnival 
of  that  sect 

The  masses  of  talc  commonly  sell  from  a  rupee  and  a 
half,  to  two  rupees  per  seer  (of  about  two  pounds  avoir- 
dupoise).  The  best  is  of  pure  pearl  colour,  with  com- 
monly a  yellowish,  or  fainl  blue  cast.  With  proper  tools, 
this  mineral  may  be  split  ioto  very  thin  leaves,  which 
often  present  smooth  surfaces,  but  are  apt  to  have  tittle 
scaly  blisters,  that  greatly  deteriorate  their  value.  How- 
ever, a  seer  ottalc,  that  splits  well,  will  sometimes  yield  a 
dozen  or  more  panes,  of  about  twelve  inches  by  nine,  or  ten 
by  tea  ;  according  to  the  form  of  the  lump,  which  can  only 
be  split  in  the  direction  of  its  laminEs.  These  panes, 
which  prove  an  excellent  substitute  for  glass,  are  so  far 
diaphanous  as  to  allow  ordinary  objects  to  be  seen  toler- 
ably distinct  at  about  tweuty  or  thirty  yards. 

If,  as  occasionally  happens,  neither  glass  nor  talc  can 
be  readily  obtained,  the  best  suhstitutes  are  light  frames. 
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pannelled  or  filled  np  witii  wKx-clotb,  neatly  nailed  on. 
These  not  only  keep  oat  wind,  rain,  and  dust,  but  in  the 
cold  BeasoD,  preserve  the  warmth  of  rooms,  yet  admitting 
BuffiiMent  light  for  ordinary  purposes.  Another  expedient 
is  oiled  paper,  bnt  this  obstructs  the  sight  of  wbat  passes 
abroad.  To  a  person  just  arrived  from  Europe,  sach 
would  appear  a  most  distressing  privation  j  bntafler  pass- 
ing a  few  sesBonfi  behind  tatties,  without  being  able  for 
months  together  to  enjoy  the  light  during  the  whole  day, 
each  reduseness  would  scarcely  be  felt. 

Although  bungahwi  have  not  any  ceilings  of  plaster, 
they  are  rendered  extremely  neat  within,  by  means  (^  a 
double  sheet,  made  of  very  coarse  cotton  cloth,  called 
^txy,  of  which  tents  are  uBually  constructed,  -lliese 
sheets,  ^fitted  to  the  several  apartments  respectively,  are 
bound  with  strong  tape,  and  have,  besides,  various  tapes 
forming  an  union  cross  of  eight  limbs  or  rays,  all  meeting 
in  the  centre.  As  the  cornices  commooly  project  neariy 
a  foot,  abundance  of  space  is  left  Ibr  lacing  the  sheet 
(called  the  ckandni/)  to  battens,  nailed  to  pegs  bnitt  in 
the  wall.  These  battens,  firmly  secured  all  the  way  ronod, 
about  an  inch  above  the  cornice,  admit  the  sheet  to  be 
strained  very  tight,  so  as  to  bag  very  little,  if  at  all,  in 
tlte  centre.  Some  whitewash  their  chaadniea,  end  take  so 
much  pains  in  establiBbing  a  finn  appearance,  as  to  rea- 
der them  very  similar  to  weM-jnade  ceilings.  Without 
this  last  mode  of  preparation,  music  has  no  efiect  in  a 
Jnmgalow ;  indeed,  at  the  best,  the  most  powerful  instm- 
meot  is  heard  under  great  diiadvantages,  owing  to  the 
number  of  apertures,  the  tatruijet,  mats,  coach  and  table 
covers,  Ecc.,  all  which  considerably  deaden  the  tones. 

Those  who  are  very  particular  in  whatever  relates  to 
their  fiimitare,  Bic.,  have  their  verattdoM  lined  like  tbeir 
apartmeots,  to  give  them  a  finished  ^>pearanee ;  bat  in 
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sucb  exposed  sitnatiooB,  the  cloths  are  apt  to  collect  con- 
siderable  quaatities  of  dust,  whicli  is  perpetually  set  in 
motion  by  their  shaking  when  under  the  action  of  the 
wind.  On  this  account  uerk^  is  a  preferable  lining  for 
verandat. 

When  there  are  no  doors  of  any  description,  the  usual 
expedient  is  to  provide  purdahs,  made  of  karwak,  (or 
gtiXiy,")  or  both  mixed  in  perpendicular  stripes,  each 
eight  or  ten  inches  wide.  Some,  especially  those  who  are 
Btationary,  make  their  purdahs  of  shalloon,  perpet,  or 
very  coarse  broad-cloth,  in  the  following  mauner.  The 
cloth  is  made  into  two  sheets  of  equal  dimensions,  «Ety 
nine  feet  by  six,  with  strong  double  tapes,  perhaps  five 
or  seven  in  number,  inserted  crosswise  between  them. 
TLe  whole  circumference  of  the  purdah  is  then  sewed  very 
neatly,  and  bound  with  tapes,  coloured  like  the  cloth,  and 
their  ends  bound  by  means  of  leather,  covered  with  the 
same  materials.  Between  every  pair  of  tapes,  a  small 
bamboo,  very  tough,  is  introduced  ;  or,  perhaps,  a  stout 
lath  made  from  k  bamboo  of  the  large  sort.  These  sticks 
or  latha  serve  to  keep  the  cloth  stretched  out,  and  wboi 
the  purdah  is  suspended,  much  in  the  sanM  manner  as  has 
be«i  explained  for  the  mounting  of  a  cheek,  lie  horizon- 
tally; thas  preventing  the  wind  from  blowing  in  the 
purdah. 

It  is  a  general  rule  to  make  a  purdah  full  a  foot  wider 
oa  each  side  than  the  doorway  it  is  to  conceal ;  also  to 
carry  it  a  foot  above  the  door-plate,  with  a  part  about  a 
foot  deep,  without  any  lath  at  the  bottom,  so  as  to  trail  a 
little  on  the  ground.  The  purdaht  made  of  karwah,  or 
other  cotton  stuff,  are  generally  quilted  with  cotton,  or  ' 
composed  of  many  folds,  or  have  coarse  blankets  inlaid 
between  their  outer  coatings.  The  last  is  of  the  most 
efleetual,  neat,  and  durable  constniction ;    but,  at  the 
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best,  purdahs  are  a  very  iDdifferent  resource ;  tbougit 
often,  from  necessity,  applied  to  windows.  Their  best 
use  is  to  deaden  sounds,  and  thus  they  are  advantageously 
suspended  outside  sleeping,  or  other  retired  apartments; 
when,  hy  closing  the  doors,  privacy  and  quiet  may  usu- 
ally be  effected.  A  purdah  generally  indicates  that  the 
apartments,  within  that  entrance,  are  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  accommodation  of  ladies  ;  except  when  rolled  up, 
and  tied,  as  has  been  explained  in  regard  to  ckeeki. 

The  best  timber  for  building,  in  whatever  branch,  is  the 
tj/gwam,  or  teak,  but  too  dear  for  general  use,  especially 
since  naval  architecture  has  been  so  much  an  object 
of  speculation  at  Calcutta.  Those  who  build  houses  of 
the  first  class,  rarely  fail  to  lay  all  their  tarrases  upoD  teak 
joists,  which  -are  of  superior  strength,  and  far  less  expos- 
ed to  white  ants.  This  circumstance  has  been  attributed 
to  the  quantity  of  tannin  contained  in  teak  wood,  and 
which  some  assert  to  be  a  perfect  preventive,  or  antidote. 
Yet  those  noxious  inaecta  devour  shoes  and  boots  by 
wholesale, — a  fact  which  militates  against  that  opinion. 
There  is  in  teak  wood  evidently  some  pi;9perty,  hitherto 
unknown,  which  repels  the  white  ant,  at  least  for  some 
years,  but  whose  efficacy  is  doubtless  diminished  by  expo* 
sore  to  the  air ;  as  very  old  teak  timbers  are  more  subject 
to  depredation  than  new  ones.  The  greater  part  of  the 
teak  used  in  Bengal  and  at  Madras,  is  imported  from  the 
Pegu  coast,  in  spars,  planks.  Sic,  of  all  sizes,  and  in  im- 
mense beams,  measuring  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in  length, 
and  averaging  from  fifteen  to  twenty  inches  in  diameter. 

It  would  certainly  be  attended  with  considerable  bene- 
fit to  the  public,  if  that  property  of  the  teak  wood,  ena- 
bling it  to  resist  both  the  white  ant  and  the  river  worm, 
could  be  ascertained  ;  as  it  might  be  possible  thus  to  im- 
pregnate, or  to  saturate  other  timber.     This  is  the  more 
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desirable,  as  there  are  abundant  proofs  that  mere  hardness 
does  not  deter  those  voracious  insects,  which  are  found  at 
times  even  upon  lignum  Titse.-  But  the  principal  advan- 
tage, so  far  as  relates  to  naval  purposes,  is,  that  the  teak 
wood  has  a  very  limited  portion,  if  any,  of  the  gallic,  or 
any  other  acid ;  since  the  nails  driven  into  it  are  never 
corroded  so  as  to  destroy  the  surrounding  wood.  To  this 
decay,  called  iron  sickness,  are  attributed  many  losses  of 
shipa,  supposed  to  have  foundered  at  sea,  owing  to  the 
starting  of  planks.  This  must  often  happen  when  the 
wood  round  a  nail  is  destroyed  by  the  acid,  or  by  the 
action  of  salt  water  upon  the  iron.  In  repairing  ships 
built  of  oak,  many  nails  are  found  perfectly  insulated,  by 
the  wood  having  been  rotted  and  fallen  away,  which  has 
never  been  the  case  with  vessels  built  of  teak. 

The  generality  of  apartments  being  large,  the  halls 
measuring  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  in  length,  and  from 
sixteen  to  twenty-four  in  width,  and  other  rooms  in  pro* 
portion,  it  is  evident  that  very  sobstantial,  as  well  ae  long 
timbers  are  required  to  support  their  flat  roofs ;  for,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  truss-rool^  are  not  in  use.  The  mode 
introduced  by  Bfir:  Lyon,  the  Company's  architect  at  Ber- 
hampore,  contributed  greatly  to  reduce  the  quantity  of 
timber  in  a  roof;  but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
every  timber  should  he  perfectly  sonnd.  He  exploded 
burgahs  (or  smaller  battens)  from  the  roofs,  and  in  their 
stead,  threw  arches  from  the  centre  of  one  to  the  centre 
of  the  other  timber ;  so  that  the  intervals  between  the 
timbers  were  to  appearance  grooved,  or  fluted,  longitu- 
dinally. This,  however,  was  barely  distinguishable,  the 
ar  ches  being  elliptic,  rarely  indeed  including  more  than 
an  angle  of  six  degrees,  on  a  circle  having  full  ten  feet  of 
radius.  Thus  the  joists  were  tolerably  close,  but  ibeir 
diameters  admitted  of  considerable  reduction,  on  account 
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of  th«  oootiDQi^  of  mMfa  a  Mriw  of  wobei,  whicb  g*f« 
great  eolidity.  Frooi  their  mutual  [^easwe  a  jotat  might  be 
freely  removed,  (without  in  the  least  affecting  the  roof. 

The  houses  built  and  inhabited  by  aativeti  have  invari- 
ably flat  roofs.  Id  these  the  apartmeota  are  generally 
narrow  and  dark.  Where  tbey  have  venuNJaMt  they  con- 
sist of  arcaded  fronts,  always  indented  gothtc;  and  pillars 
either  of  an  hexagonal,  or  an  octagonal  form,  resting  on 
short  pedestals,  while  the  arch  may  be  seen  to  break  off 
rather  too  suddenly  from  the  shaft,  which  cootinaes  up  to 
baisez-mur,  (or  batdmtre,  as  our  architects  vulgarly  call 
it,)  and  divides  the  upper  part  into  various  compartments, 
all  of  which  are  ornamented  with  a  profusion  of  carved 
work.  In  almost  every  Hindoostanee  building  of  this 
description,  there  are  an  odd  namber  of  arches,  to  which 
olhen  in  the  main  psrt  of  the  edifice  generally  correspond. 
The  chambers,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  are  taken  off 
from  the  ends  of  the  halls  by  similar  arcades ;  each  of 
which,  like  those  of  the  exterior,  is  furnished  with  a 
purdah.  These  narrow  slips  have  no  windows,  or,  at  the 
best,  only  small  toopJiolee.  To  discover  die  intention 
of  such  oven-like  recesses  would  perpliAt  an  European 
unacquainted  with  Asiatic  customs;  till  he  found  that 
.  those  recesses  in  the  cold  season  are  peculiarly  wanUi 
and  during  those  months  in  which  the  glare  is  obnoxious, 
remain  cooler  than  such  as  admit  more  light.  Almost 
every  house  is  furnished  with  some  means  of  ascending 
to  the  chut,  (or  flat  tarnts-roof.)  On  this  the  natives 
often  pass  the  evening,  first  abating  the  heat  by  several 
pots  of  water,  which  throw  up  a  steam  fuUy  indicating 
the  temperature  at  which  the  tarras  had  arrived.  Hie 
natives  are  not  partial,  in  general,  to  upper-roomed 
houses ;  though  they  affect  to  pride  themselves  greatly 
in  the  possession  of  doomatilahi,  (honses  having  a  second 
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Soitr.)  Ostentation  is  prshably  the  reatoD  of  this  pre- 
dilection in  ftvour  of  ^ound  floors,  as  thus  all  their  at« 
teodaBla,  &c.  may  be  Been  from  the  level  of  then  con^ 
pounds  (or  iocloMd  areas.)  The  stairs  (unless  a  very 
menu  boarded  ladder  is  eabstituted)  are  narrow,  steep, 
and  unsafe.  They  are  almost  always  built  of  soUd  ma- 
sonry, as  far  up  as  the  first  turn,  (or  landing-place,)  after 
which  they  commonly  consist  of  small  bricks  laid  edge- 
ways in  time  mortar,  supported  by  stout  timbers,  placed 
at  a  proper  angle,  and  resting  on  the  nearest  joist  of  the 
upper  floor.  In  every  Hindooslaoee  house  the  doors  are 
very  low,  and  often  open  into  a  long  arcaded  veranda^ 
running  the  whole  length  of  the  interior,  as  in  English 
inns;  while,  in  the  front,  or  towards  the  road,  there  is 
sometimes  a  banging  balcony,  supported  on  continuations 
of  the  joists,  of  which  the  extremities  are  carred  into 
groteaqne  forms ;  sacb  as  the  heads  of  aJHgators,  tigers, 
or  serpents,  and  not  unfrequently  of  small  and  nncouthlyu 
formed  human  figures- 

Said-«ood  is  nsed  to  an  immense  extent,  both  in  build* 
ings  and  ships ;  but  is  not  to  be  compared,  either  for 
tonghnesB,  strength,  resistance  against  insects,  or  don-- 
bility,  with  teak.  Its  price  is  much  in  fiiTonr  of  its  gene- 
ral Bse,  to  which  its  great  siie  and  admirable  straightness 
are  ralnable  recommendations ;  but  it  is  extremely  apt, 
especially  when  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  craclc,  though 
not  to  anapb  There  is  something  very  peculiar  in  tauU 
uQod;  for  it  warps,  even  after  baring  been  employed  in 
bulk  for  many  years,  riving  into  lai^e  fissures  longitudi- 
nally; the  white-ants  also  devour  it  with  avidity.  Mr. 
Lyon,  already  noticed,  wboi  he  was  building  the  General 
Ho^ital  at  Berhampore,  caused  an  immense  copper 
trough  to  he  made,  in  which  he  boiled  the  beams  in- 
tended for  that  edifice.    Some  were  boiled  in  pure  water. 
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otben  with  taoniD,  and  some  with  araenici  under  the 
hope  of  aeaaoning  the  timber,  aod  also  of  giving  it  a 
repellent  or  preGervative  quality.  This  ingenious  and 
highly  praiseworthy  experiment  was  by  no  means  snc- 
cessful;  for  though,  in  the  first  instance,  the  timbers, 
especially  those  boiled  in  the  eolation  of  arsenic,  seemed 
to.  defy  the  white-ant,  stili  they  were  not  completely  se- 
cured from  depredation ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  nine 
in  ten  rived  so  dangerously  aa  to  demand  immediate 
props,  and  ultimate  removal.  '  Many  authors  have  re- 
commended the  boiling  of  timber,  planks,  &c.  with  a 
view  to  extract  the  sap,  and  thus  to  season  them  at 
once,  but  they  have  invariably  neglected  to  commanicate 
Uie  results. 

Saul  timber,  when  used  in  baildiDga,  ongbt  always  to 
have  the  ends  completely  open  to  inspection ;  both  to 
prevent  the  white-ant  from  preying  upon  it  under  cover^ 
and  to  ioanre  its  being  duly  aerated;  without  which, 
however  charred  and  tarred,  it  will  soon  become  rotten. 
This  arises  from  its  being  bedded  in  masonry,  which, 
during  the  rainy  season,  even  under  the  best  roob,  ab- 
sorbs a  large  portion  of  moisture,  which  will  inMlibly, 
in  time,  penetrate  into  the  timber.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected, that  not  one  in  hundreds  of  houses  in  Calcutta, 
or  that  are  built  on  their  plan,  contains  a  fire*place. 
Hence,  during  several  months  of  the  year,  the  walls  will 
exhibit  various  indications  of  moisture,  even  to  their 
very  cornices ;  though  this  will  often  depend  on  the  pro- 
per selection  of  sand  for  mixing  in  the  plaster.  It  is 
now  well  known,  that  all  sand  taken  up  within  the  flow- 
ing of  the  tides  is  strongly  impregnated  with  salt,  which 
will  keep  the  mortar  wherein  it  is  mixed  constantly  sub- 
ject to  dampness;  though  the  tarrases  may  be  flued,  or 
fixed  on  pots.    Several,  otherwise  highly  eligible,  houses 
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have  been  rendered  onteDttble,  merely  by  the  incautious 
use  of  rirer  BaDd;  whicb  occasioned  whatever  mats  or 
carpets  were  laid  down  to  be  speedily  rotted.  The  damp- 
new  was-  at  first  imputed  to  the  Ticinity  of  the  rirer,  till 
it  was  ascertained  that  tarrases  and  mortar,  compounded 
of  pit-sand,  remained  dry  and  free  from  so  obnoxious  a 
defect.  Nevertheless,  the  greater  part  of  the  buildings, 
in  and  about  Calcutta,  receive  a  certain  portion  of  river- 
sand,  taken  up  within  the  reach  of  brackish  water.  While 
thu  practice  continaes,  the  walls  and  tarrases  will  be 
snhject  to  occasional  moisture ;  and,  as  daily  seen  in  that 
city,  the  plastering  will  blister,  or  become  mottled,  and 
obviously  unsound, 

Saul-tmbers  are  found  in  all  the  foteatB,  Tauging  un- 
der the  hills,  branching  our  posBessions  from  Assam  up 
to  Uurdwar  i  more  abundant  in  some  parts  than  in  others, 
but  no  where  scarce.  Many  of  these  forests  present 
thousands  of  acres,  whereon  the  taut,  sistoo,  and  other 
Qsefol  timbeni  grow  spontaneously ;  ofienog,  if  water 
carriage  be  at  hand,  the  use  of  an  inexhaustible  dep6t. 
The  Indian  woodfeller,  after  lopping  and  barking  the  trees, 
proceeds  to  launch  it  into  the  river,  there  to  be  fastened 
to  others,  intended  to  form  a  raft,  or  float,  which,  be- 
ing secured  to  a  boat,  may  glide  down  with  the  current 
to  some  established  market.  His  expenses  are  veiy  tri. 
fling;  for,  with  the  exception  of  some  duties,  most  inju- 
diciously imposed,  his  adventure  will  not  cost  more  than 
two-pence  per  foot  when  arrived  at  the  place  of  desti- 
naUon,  where  it  may  commonly  be  sold,  without  risk 
or  delay,  for  full  three  times  that  sum. 

The  mode  of  floating  timber  is  very  different  from  that 
employed  in  England.  A  common  pulwar,  (or  pauuck' 
v!t^,)  of  perhaps  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  six  or  seven  in 
width,  is  equipped  with  two  sticks  of  lau/,  say  forty  feet 
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long,  and  two  feet  in  girth.  These  are  placed  across  her 
gunwales,  at  right  angles  frith  her  length,  and  aboat  dx 
feet  from  her  centre,  and  very  firmly  lashed  down.  The 
boat,  being  in  about  thtee  feet  water,  has  a  tree  brought 
up  to  each  of  her  sides,  where  they  are  respectively  lashed 
to  the  cross  timbers,  and  thus,  in  succession,  till  she  is 
jndged  incapable.of  receiving  more.  In  the  centre  of  the 
boat  is  a  small  cabin,  eitberof  thatoh,  or  of  arched  bamboo 
laths,  covered  with  dvrmah  mats.  Such  rafts  should  on 
no  account  be  launched  when  the  river  is  at  the  fullest, 
or  the  current  any  way  prone  to  deviate  from  the  deepest 
channels,  as  it  must  do  in  great  floods,  during  which,  the 
waters  find  for  a  while,  passages  along  hollows  among  the 
inland  parts,  beyond  their  limits  in  ordinary  seasons. 
When  a  float  of  timber  once  gets  over  the  river's  bank,  it 
must  be  by  great  good  fortune,  if  the  channel  is  ever  re- 
gained. Hence,  when  the  waters  are  falling,  it  is  common 
to  see  very  large  pinnaces,  budjroas,  and  boats  of  burthen, 
left  upon  some  sand,  on  which  they  had  stmck,  but  which 
the  rapid  ebbing  of  the  floods  prevented  than  from  (quit- 
ting. In  such  cases,  some  remain  till  the  easning  year> 
when  the  floods  lifr  them ;  others  are  unladen,  and  by  the 
joint  efforts  of  hundreds  of  villagers^  are  pushed  along  the 
sands  to  the  deep  water ;  while  those  which  appear  nn- 
equal  to  such  a  severe  operation,  are  generally  broken  up 
and  sold. 

When  a  float  of  timber  is  thus  situated,  it  is  best  to  cut 
the  ropes  of  at  least  half  the  exterior  sticks  on  each  side, 
and  so  to  lighten  the  boat,  that  she  may  be  carried  into  a 
depth  suited  to  receive  them  agfua  This  operation, 
though  very  simple  in  description,  requires  great  exertion, 
and  despatch ;  the  strength  of  the  current,  which  often 
runs  six  or  seven  miles  within  the  hour,  rendering  it  very 
difficult  to  manage  such  immense  logs ;    especially  as 
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they  are  very  apt  to  sink  into  the  aands.  Several  floaU 
proceed  ia  company  with  gtea.t  regDlarity,  when  the 
reacheB  are  straight,  and  the  waters  deep.  The  boatmen, 
having  then  little  to  do,  ait  smokiug  their  nermula,  with 
great  composure.  A  sail  is  sometimes  hoisted,  but  it  is 
generally  deemed  expedient  to  check,  rather  than  to  acce- 
lerate the  progress.  Almost  every  float,  or.  at  least,  every 
company  of  fioatSf  has  a  canoe  attadied  to  it.  This,  in 
doubtful  waters,  precedes,  and  directs  the  men  in  charge 
of  the  respective  vessels,  who,  by  means  of  Juggiet,  (or 
bamboo^poles,  from  twenty  even  to  fifty  feet  in  length,) 
push  offthe  floats  from  banks,  or  gaide  them  along  the 
deep  water.  Without  such  pilotage,  they  would  be  in 
perpetual  dangw  of  grounding,  the  inconveniences  of  which 
have  been  shewn  to  be  by  no  means  inconsiderable. 

Floats  of  timber  cannot  well  come  to  an  anchor,  except 
in  very  still  water.  Hence,  they  are  usually  brought^to 
under  steep  banks,  where  there  is  great  depth  ;  and  where, 
in  case  the  river  should  &U  during*  the  night,  they  would 
not  be  left  high  and  dry. 

The  greatest  danger  to  which  a  timber  float  can  be  ex- 
posed, is  that  of  ranniog  upon  a  sunken  tree,  which,  hav- 
ing been  washed  away,  by  the  strong  currents  which,  under- 
mined the  bank  whereon  it  stood,  is  hurled  into  deep  water, 
where  it  probably  lies  exposed  to  view  for  the  first  year. 
Daring  the  hpt  season,  when  the  waters  are  low,  the 
houghs  are  often  cut  away  by  persons  in  want  of  fuel ;  or, 
perhaps,  they  are  torn  off  by  the  succeeding  rains,  ao  far 
as  to  cause  tfae  floats  to  be  concealed  a  foot  or  two  under 
the  surface.  When  thus  situated,  they  throw  up  e  great 
quantity  of  water,  so  that  their  locality  may  be  ascer- 
tained at  some  distance ;  bnt,  owing  to  Jieavy  mists,  and 
especially  to  clouds  of  sand,  they  frequently  are  not  dis- 
t2 
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covered  by  the  boatmen,  till  it  becomes  impoarible  to 
avoid  them. 

If  the  pulwar  (the  supportiog  boat)  strikes  upon  one 
of  the  branches,  her  bottom  will  iaeritably  be  stared  in ; 
and,  in  all  probability,  the  immense  body  of  water  bearing 
upon  the  timbers,  will  either  tear  them  away  from  the 
pulwar,  or  carry  off  her  upper  works,  leaving  her  bottom 
entangled.  In  either  case,  the  eitnation  of  the  boatmen 
becomes  highly  critical ;  but,  as  they  generally  are  expert 
swimmers,  few  are  drowned  on  such  occasions.  The  tim- 
bers, however,  rarely  fail  to  find  the  bottom. 

The  great  number  of  trees  thus  immersed,  some  of  them 
equal  to  the  latest  English' oaks,  renders  it  extremely 
dangerous  to  go  down  with  the  stream  during  the  night 
In  some  strong  waters,  snch  impediments  are  numerous, 
and  render  the  navigation  very  hazardous,  even  during  the 
day-time ;  espedally  should  a  goon,  or  track  rope,  give 
way  just  after  getting  a  boat  above  them.  When  this 
misfortune  happens,  the  chances  of  escape  are,  compara- 
tively, very  small. 

When  boats,  heavily  laden,  strike  upon  a  tree,  they 
sometimes  go  to  pieces,  in  consequence  of  the  water's  ra- 
pidity. Yet,  when  so  entangled  as  to  be  pierced  in  several 
parts,  they  generally  remain  entire,  presenting,  as  the 
waters  subside,  the  curious  spectacle  of  a  vessel,  perh^)s 
carrying  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  maunds,  sitting,  aa  it 
were,  among  the  boughs,  often  ten  or  twelve  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  stream.  It  is  not  unusual,  during  a 
week's  travelling,  to  see  one  or  more  of  these  disastrous 
elevations,  especially  about  October.  The  cargo  may, 
perhaps,  be  saved,  if  not  of  a  perishable  nature,  snch  as 
sugar,  saltpetre.  See ;  bat  the  vessel,  however  expeditious- 
ly emptied,  can  never  be  got  off;  and  most  be  broken  up. 

In  the  upper  provinces  are  some  very  fine  oak  timbers  ; 
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chiefly  of  a  pecaliar  kind,  nearly  approacliing  to  choco- 
late coloar,  extremely  difficult  to  cnt  up,  and,  conse- 
qaently,  very  heavy  ;  "iroin  which  they  have  the  name  of 
teesoA,  or,  lead-wood.  The  prices  of  these  trees  rather 
exceed  those  of  the  iaul,  though  their  dimensions  are 
generally  aboat  the  same,  and  they' are  brought  from  the 
same  forests,  (namely,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Peela- 
beti).  These  prices  would  probably  be  greatly -enhanced, 
did  the  natives  require  such  very  sabstantial  wood  for  any 
of  their  buildings  or  manufactures.  But  carpenters  dig. 
anade  their  employers  from  purohasing  oak,  by  represent- 
ing it  as  subject  to  many  defects;  though  the  true  reason 
is,  that  its  hardness  caases  more  grinding  of,  than  work-  - 
ing  with,  their  tools  ;  which  are  almost  always  either  too 
mnch  or  too  little  tempered. 

The  great  aptness  of  cau^wood  to  warp,  wonld  hare 
fisvonred  the  importation  of  oak,  notwithstanding  the  ouU 
cry  against  its  flinty  hardness,  but  for  the  abundance  of 
the  mfoo,  a  wood  possessing  a  very  fine  grain,  and  rather 
handsomely  veined.  It  is  intermixed  with  laulf  in  most 
of  the  great  forests ;  but  instead  of  towering  up  with  a 
straight  stem,  generally  grows  into  crooked  forms,  very 
suitable  for  the  knees  of  ships,  and  for  such  parts  as 
require  the  grain  to  follow  some  particular  curve.  This 
wood  is  extremely  hard  and  heavy,  and  of  a  dark  brown, 
inclining,  when  polished,  to  a  pnrple  tinL  If  properly 
seasoned,  it  rarely  cracks  or  warps  ;  nor  is  it  so  subject 
as  Maul  to  be  destroyed  by  either  white  ants  or  river- 
worms.  The  domestic  uses  of  sitsoo  are  chiefly  for  furni- 
ture, especially  chairs,  tables,  tepoys  (or  tripods),  bn- 
reaus,  book-cwea,  ecritoires.  Etc.  Stc.,  for  all  which  pur- 
poses it  is  peculiarly  appropriate,  except  being  very  pon- 
derous. This  objection  is,  however,  counterbalanced  by 
its  great  durability,  and  by  the  extraordinary  toughness 
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of  the  tebOM,  doreteili,  ttfi.  neceisarily  made  bj  the 
CBbineUmaker  or  joiner.  Sinoo  is  of  late  taon  em* 
ployed  ttun  formerly  for  the  frame,  ribs,  knees,  &c.  of 
ships,  especiftlly  those  of  grekt  burthen,  being  as  tough 
and  durable  as  the  besf  oak.  When  this  wood  can  ba 
procured  long  enough  for  the  pnipoae,  it  is  often  applied 
for  bends,  and,  indeed,  for  a  portion  of  the  planking,  w 
casing ;  but  a  plank  of  ten  feet  can  very  rarely  be  had 
free  from  curve.  Hiongh  well  suited  for  stern  and  head- 
work,  it  IB  neither  long  enough  for  keds  in  general,  nor 
sufficiently  unifonn  in  its  diameter  for  the  supply  of  stem- 
posts.  Some  mtothtreet  grow  to  a  great  bei^t ;  but,  on- 
Ittckily,  the  devious  direction  of  their  boughs  renders  it 
necessary  to  lop  them  away  for  minor  purposes.  If,  in- 
stead of  dividing  into  several  large  branches,  at  perhaps 
only  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  -^ound,  one  large  stem 
were  to  rise,  however  crooked,  to  double  that  height, 
there  would  be  a  great  iucrease  of  aubstance:  aa  it  is, 
however,  it  may  be  accounted  an  eicellent  timber  indeed 
that  measures  a  ton,  or  forty  cubic  feet. 

His  inconvenience  is  greatly  augmented  by  the  slovenly 
manner  in  which  trees  are  felled  throughout  India.  The 
axe  (for  no  saws  are  used  on  such  occasions)  ia  laid  to 
the  stem  often  at  a  yard  or  more  from  the  soil,  while  fbU 
a  cubit  in  depth  is  destroyed  in  widening  the  orifice,  so  as 
to  penetrate- into  the  heart.  This  occasions  considerable 
loss,  which  is  frequently  increased  by  the  irregular  man- 
ner in  which  the  butt  rends  in  quitting  the  root  or  stool. 
Were  this  wood  more  scarce,  greater  pains  would  proba- 
bly be  taken  to  make  the  most  of  its  length.  As  it  is, 
we  see  that  even  dioae  ship-builders  who  occasionally 
Bend  their  agents  into  the  Mom/igtf  or  great  forests  to 
the  north  of  Bakar  and  Pumtah,  allow  the  same  loss  to 
take  place ;  thus  obstracting  the  more  general,  as  well  as 
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nWM  important  odaptatioo  of  the  timben.  The  price  of 
mteo  is  generally  from  tvrenty-fivfl  to  for^  per  cent,  above 
that  of  sohI  ;  bat  in  many  places,  up  the  conntry  «ipeci> 
ally,  where  there  is  no  naval  arohiteotare,  tbey  are  com- 
monly of  about  equal  value.  In  ench  BitnatioDi  wtiM 
ia  lesB  an  ot^ect  of  import,  since  its  utility  is  greedy  cir- 
comscTibedj  and  in  a  variety  of  instances,  superseded  by 
the  baubool,  (a  species  of  tnimota,  generally  growing  wild,) 
whoae  crooked  billets  are  deservedly  in  great  estimation, 
and  whose  bark  is  considered  to  be,  for  the  tanners'  use, 
rather  superior  to  that  of  oak. 

In  some  parte,  especially  along  the  westem  frontier, 
a  small  kind  of  laul  grows  wild.  This  rarely  exceeds  six 
incfaeB  in  diameter,  and  is  commonly  used  entire,  in  lies 
of  bamboos,  for  enclosares,  rafters  of  bungalowt,  Sec.  This 
wood,  however,  cannot  be  trusted  for  any  lei^th  of  time, 
even  under  a  thatch,  being  subject  to  the  depredations  of 
a  very  amall  insect,  called  the  g^hotm,  which  perforates  it 
in  a  thousand  places,  depositing  its  egg«,  which  are  very 
nomerous,  and  absolutely  rendering  the  nfter  a  mere 
honeycomb.  During  the  day,  these  mischievous  insects 
aiecommoaly  quiet,  but,  after  night-fall,  when  all  else  is 
still,  they  nmy  be  heard  in  every  quarter.  A  person  unac- 
customed to  the  sounds,  would  suppose  that  a  very  heavy 
shower  of  hail  were  falling  on  the  thatch.  In  the  course 
of  two  or  three  seasons,  sometimes  in  mudb  less  time,  the 
rafters  give  way.  On  examtnatioD,  fhey  appear  as  though 
pierced  with  large  awls,  and,  when  struck  forcibly  with  a 
hammer,  yield  a  cloud  of  yellowish  powder,  resulting  nQ 
doubt  from  the  labours  of  the  multitude  of  iidiabitauts. 
The  g'hoon,  which  rarely  exceeds  the  sixth  of  an  inch  in 
length,  is  of  a  chocolate  colour,  very  hard  about  the  head, 
with  firm  exterior  coata  over  its  wings.  These  terminate 
abruptly  behind,  giving  the  exact  appearance  of  its  rump 
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having  been  burnt  off.  Timben  nied  immedntel;  sltcr 
being  feUed,  as  uioallj  happen*,  are  the  Brat  to  be  attack- 
ed by  the  g'Moon;  but  even  a  yearns  Beasoning  will  not  «1- 
waya  aSbrd  secarity  agwDat,  though  it  obnoualy  reterda 
their  attacks.  PoBBibly,  if  all  wild  saai  trees  intended  for 
rafters,  were  to  be  immersed  in  tome  of  the  nnmerona  pad- 
dles every  where  abounding  iD'tbeir  vicinity,  and  of  which 
a  great  majority  are  strongly  impregaated  with  minetalB, 
particularly  iron,  copper,  and  sulphur,  the  g'hoons  might 
be  altc^ether  repelled.  The  immersion  should  continue 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  the  trees  he  previously  allowed  to 
season  standing,  but  cutting  away  a  circle  of  bark,  about 
six  inches  wide,  near  die  ground,  to  stop  the  flow  of  sap. 
No  mode  answers  so  well  as  this,  in  England.  In  India, 
the  advantages  would  be  still  more  extensive,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  regularity,  and  particular  e£fect8  of  the 
three  great  seasons,  into  which  the  year  is  there  naturally 
divided.  It  ia  curious,  bnt  true,  that  the  ^hoon  acta  less 
OD  timbers  that  have  been  squared,  than  on  such  as  have 
only  been  deprived  of  their  bark ;  and  that  in  the  large 
species  of  taul,  which  ia  used  in  moat  parts  of  the  country 
for  great  builcUngs,  &c.,  it  either  is  unable,  or  indisposed 
to  borrow. 

Intermixed  with  the  smaller  species  of  taul,  though  by 
no  means  abundant,  is  another  tree,  bearing,  in  common 
with  the  oak,  the  designation  of  seeioA,  and'that,  too,  ow- 
ii^  to  the  great  specific  gravity  of  its  wood.  This,  how- 
,  ever,  does  not  grow  to  any  sixe,  but  appe&re  edmiiably 
smted  to  many  of  those  purposes  for  which  lignum  vitae 
and  ebony  are  now  used.' 

In  the  same  jungles,  a  moat  remarkable  tree  is  aome- 
times  found,  of  which  the  interior  ia  of  a  very  daric  colour, 
nearly  approaching  to  black.    Hence,  the  natives  call  it 
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die  axwah  (or  crow-ttee) ;  but  from  the  hardaees  of  its 
wood,  it  might,  with  propriety,  be  termed  the  tro»-<ree. 
The  carpenters  view  it  mncb  io  tbe  same  li^bt  with  the 
black-oak  of  Pedabeet ;  and  tremble  for  their  tools,  when 
working  on  the  cowah. 

ThoQgh  on  bungidoai,  built  with  a  view  to  duration,  the 
best  materials  are  sometimes  employed,  and  ereiy  part 
of  their  roofs  are  sustained  by  rafters  of  the  best  taul^  by 
&r  the  diajority  of  such  buildings,  and  nearly  all  at  the 
militaiy  stations,  are  conatracted  on  a  much  cheeper 
scale,  hanag  only  mango-wood  rafters,  door-plates,  &c 
The  great  abundance  of  tiumgo  trees,  the  ease  with 
which  they  are  worked,  and  their  growing  in  general 
witi)  stems  sofficiently  straight  to  furnish  beams,  of  per- 
hapa  two  feet  square,  and  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet  long, 
gire  them  a  decided  preference  over  eveiy  other  kind  of 
wood  brought  from  any  distance. 

The  wood  of  the  mango  is  like  that  of  the  pUme-tree, 
but  tougher,  and  its  fibres  coarser.  Yet,  being  very 
light,  and  easy  to  work,  it  is  in  very  general  use  for  raf- 
ters, door  and  wall-plates,  frames  for  windows  and  doors, 
floorings  of  factories,  and  drying-rooms;  also  for  wine 
chests,  indigo-boxes,  roofs  of  budfroaa,  and  many  other 
purposes,  of  individual  convenience,  and  of  mercantile 
service.  It  is,  however,  particularly  subject  to  the  wUte^ 
ant ;  and,  unless  carefully  preserved  from  damp,  will 
speedily  decay.  Though  a  taango-plaak  is  considered  to 
be  at  least  at  par,  when  it  measures  twenty  inches,  or  two 
feet,  in  width,  yet  great  numbers  may  be  found  of  double 
that  breadth,  and  too  lai^e  for  any  common  saw. 

Very  old  tables  may  sometimes  be  seen  made  of  nungo- 
vmjd,  which  exhibit  beautiful  veins,  and  acquire  a  sub- 
stantial polish ;  but  such  instances  occur  only  fr^un  a 
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very  curefnl  choice  of  planks,  which  must  be  seasoned, 
and  woriced  to  great  advantage ;  otherwise,  a  mango-wood 
table  will  appear  coarse  and  mean. 

The  mango  tree  itself,  owing  to  the  stLSnesa  of  the 
leaves,  cannot  be  termed  graceful.  Yet  its  deep  green, 
contrasted  with  the  white  spindling  Uossoma,  (much  re- 
B^nbliog  those  of  the  borse-chesnut,)  and  its  abiutdant 
foliage,  produce  a  richness,  which  renders  it  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  eye;  especially  ae  it  appears  in  its 
greatest  beauty  during  the  early  part  of  the  hot  season. 
Then  the  grass  begins  to  parchj  and  the  surface  of  the 
soil  (Ganges  from  an  agreeable  verdure  produced  by  the 
rains,  and,  in  some  degree,  cherished  by  the  succeeding 
cold  months,  to  a  very  sombre  russet.  The  fruit  is  not 
much  in  hazard,  after  the  bloflsoms  have  once  fairly  set ; 
thoi^h,  sometimes,  severe  blights  occur,  which  render 
the  whole  abortive.  When  about  the  size  of  a  very 
lai^e  gooseberry,  the  young  mangoei  make  excellent  pies, 
not  unlike  apple-pies,  but  with  a  certain  terebinthinic 
flavour,  which,  if  unpleasant  at  first,  soon  becomes  palat- 
^le.  When  about  half  grown,  or  beyond  the  size  of  a 
large  walnut,  they  are  fit  for  pickling.  This  fruit  is  also 
preserved  in  commoa  motatU-oit!  being  allowed  first  to 
remain  about  a  monUi  in  the  vinegar  pickle.  Many  per- 
SODS  are  very  partial  to  the  pidile  thus  made ;  though 
nothing  is  more  rank ;  espedally  when  the  rinds  are  not 
pared  off.  Mangoei  make  also  a  very  rich  preserve,  if 
prepared  before  the  stones  harden ;  else  they  will  be  very 
fibrous,  and  cut  with  peculiar  harshnera.  Of  the  ripe 
fruit,  it  is  impoBsible  to  describe  the  flavour;  since 
various  kinds  are  found  even  on  the  same  tree.  A  stran- 
ger would  conclude,  on  seeing  mangoet  of  different 
colours,  scents,  uid  shapes,  ripening  together,  that  they 
had  been  grafted ;  but  such  is  not  the  fact    There  seems 
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to  be  sonte  rery  peculiar  property,  that  caneei  this  ahoot- 
ing  out  with  such  different  bearings,  which  remain  on 
distinct  boughs ;  as  though  the  tree  were  compoaad  of 
TarioQS  twigs,  all  proceediog  from  the  same  atem.  What 
can  be  said  of  a  ftuit  varying  in  fla-vour,  ftom  the  finest 
apricot,  down  to  a  very  bad  carrot?  Such,  however,  ia 
known  to  be  not  uncommon :  though,  for  the  most  part, 
the  whole  crop  of  a  tree  will  be  nearly  similar,  both  in 
shape  and  flarour.  As  for  the  produce  of  trees  resulting 
from  the  kernels  of  tha  same  kind  of  mango,  the  quality  ia 
quite  uncertain,  for,  like  potatoes  raiaed  ftom  seed,  there 
will  generally  be  fonnd  a  great  variety. 

The  Chinese  considerably  improve  their  raangoes  by  a 
very  simple  proceas.  Hey  aelect  some  healthy  branches 
on  a  good  tree,  and,  having  pierced  the  bark  with  a  sharp 
awl,  surround  that  part  with  a  lump  of  wet  clay,  or  loam; 
which  they  aecure  by  meana  of  oanvass,  bound  lightly 
with  hempen  bands.  Above  each  part  thoa  treated,  a 
la^e  pot  of  water  is  auspended,  having  in  its  bottom  a 
small  hole.  Hiis  being  partially  atopped  with  a  tag,  al- 
lows the  water  to  drip,  whereby  the  clay  is  kept  ccm- 
stantly  moist.  In  about  three  months,  small  fibres  shoot 
out  tbrongh  the  punctured  bark ;  which,  on  the  branch 
being  cut  off,  and  the  canvass  removed,  strike  into  the 
soil,  and  become  roots.  It  is  r«narkable,  that  the  fruit 
produced  by  branches  thus  treated,  becomes  more  fieshy, 
while  the  stone  diminishes  considerably ;  being  more  flat, 
and  rarely  so  firm  as  that  of  the  common  mango.  By  r^ 
pealing  the  operation  on  the  branches  of  a  tree  thus  cul- 
tivated, for  several  successions,  the  kernel  becomes  so 
reduced  as  scarcely  to  be  noticed  ;  while  the  akin  loses 
much  of  that  highly  acrid  quality  arising  iirom  its  abund- 
ance of  turpentine. 

Jlfongoes  are  peculiarly  stimulant,  their  free  use  prtf- 
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ducing  boils  of  considerable  liie,  and  often  of  very  difl 
ficnlt  cure ;  it  being  absolutely  necessary  to  treat  them 
as  critical  abscesses ;  for,  were  any  repellent  to  be  ap- 
plied, serious  coDseqaences  would  inevitably  follow.  Per- 
sons lately  arrived  in  the  country,  often  devour  this  lus- 
<»ous  fruit,  till  checked,  either  by  a  dozen  or  two  of 
these  most  distressing  companions,  or,  petbaps,  in  conse- 
quence of  tbat  kind  of  bowel-complaint  prevalent  in  all 
hot  cliinates.  Though  generally  not  very  difficult  to 
remedy  when  properly  treated  in  its  first  stage,  it  soon 
turns  to  dysentery,  carrying  off  a  Urge  portion  of  those 
whose  constitutions  are  not  remarkably  sound.  When 
eaten  in  moderation,  maagott.an  gently  aperioit;  bnt 
if,  notwithstanding  its  acrid  taste  and  effects,  the  rind 
'  should  be  incautioosly  swallowed,  the  stomach  will  be 
considerably  disordered.  The  gland,  or  kernel,  which 
in  shape  is  something  like' a  very  large,  flat,  Windsor- 
bean,  is  unpleasant  to  the  palate,  its  flavour  being  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  acorn.  Swine,  especially  of  the 
wild  tribes,  which  often  take  shelter,  during  the  seaaon, 
in  tope$,  or  forests,  of  wild  numgoet,  eat  the  entire 
fruit,  as  it  falls  from  the  treesj  with  great  avidity,  and 
thrive  amaziagly. 

The  generality  of  mango-topa  owe  their  origin  to  reli- 
gions institutions,  bequests,  or  charitable  donations.  To 
plant  one,  the  land  must  be  purchased  in  fee-simple.  The 
trees  being  set  out,  perhaps  thirty  feet  or  more  asunder, 
in  rows,  so  as  to  form  regular  square  intervals,  the  whole 
are  fenced  by  means  of  a  deep  ditch.  From  this  the  ei- 
carated  soil  is  thrown  inwards,  and  either  planted  with 
beubool,  (muRoia,)  or  sown  with  that  tali  kind  of  grass  al- 
ready described,  wluch  bears  a  very  large  tassel,  and  is 
known  by  the  name  of  turput.  Some  lopa  are  endowed 
with  small  sums  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  priest. 
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for  whom  a  comfortable  reudence,  and  a  BubBtantial  dur- 
gav>,  (or  temple,)  are  erected.  The  sale  of  the  fmit 
(which  geaerally  proves  a  full  crop  in  four  or  Ave  years, 
the  trees  being  then  as  \91ge  as  a  well-grown  walnut-tree,) 
fumishea  the  means  of  sinking  a  well  cased  with  masonry. 
But  it  is  more  cofamoa  for  the  person  who  causes  the 
topt  to  be  planted,  to  sink  the  well  also ;  and  to  celebrate 
the  marriage  of  the  former  with  the  latter,  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  his  rank  or  property.  The  well  bong  sup- 
posed to  possess  the  fecundatory  powers,  is  considered 
the  husband;  the  tope  being  typified  as  feminine,  by  the 
&uit  it  produces.  However  much  we  may  be  disposed  to 
smile  at  a  custom  generally  attended  with  much  ceremony 
and  expense,  we  cannot  but  admire  its  effects,  which,  in 
a  tropical  climate,  are  highly  beneficial,  both  to  the  weary 
traveller  and  to  the  thirsty  soil.  Hence  the  sight  of  a 
matig»4ope  is  generally  attended  with  the  most  pleasinv 
anticipations. 

Although  mtmgo-topes  abound  in  every  part  of  the  lower 
provinces,  their  wood,  except  in  but^aiow$,  is  rarely  em- 
ployed in  European  architecture.  Nor  do  the  natives 
make  much  use  of  it  as  a  timber ;  though  large  quantities 
are  every  year  cat  up  for  planks,  which  chiefly  serve  very 
ordinary  purposes,  where  neither  great  strength  nor  dura- 
bility is  required.  Immense  quantities  of  fine  bamboos, 
commonly  growing  very  straight  to  the  height  of  sixty 
feet  or  more,  though  rarely  measuring  more  than  five 
inches  diameter  near  the  root,  and  gradually  tapering  off 
as  they  ascend,  supply  the  contented  native  with  rafters, 
joists,  posts,  pillars,  laths,  and  a  great  variety  of  ef  atera, 
bU  tending  either  to  his  shelter  or  convenience.  Millions 
of  these  invaluable  reeds  (for  they  are  of  the  artini/o  tribe) 
are  annually  brought  to  Calcutta,  both  by  water  and  on 
hackeria;  in  the  former  cases,  being  remarkably  buoy- 
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ant,  tbty  are  floated  ia  dninpa,  or  psttiapi  are  nude 
into  nfta,  oa  which  AooMoi,  (or  chaff,)  and  evea  corn,  are 
laden ;  or  they  are  tied  to  the  sides  of  very  laige  boats, 
which  also  carry  from  five  bondred  to  as  many  tboasaads, 
as  a  cargo.  The  haoyancy  of  the  bamboo  is  occasioned 
as  much  by  its  vuioos  cells,  as  by  the  lightnees  of  tbe 
wood.  Iliese  cells,  in  a  common-aixed  bamboo,  are  about 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  in  those  joints  that 
aie  near  the  roots,  where  the  wood  is  far  more  solid  and 
compact  than  in  tbe  upper  parts,  towards  which  the  cells 
become  gradually  wider,  and  the  joints  longer;  thus  re- 
ducing very  considerably  the  substance  of  the  bamboo,  as 
is  the  case  with  reeds  in  general.  This  Tarie^  in  the  se^ 
veral  parts  is  very  convenient,  their  appropriation  being 
made  as  the  work  requires  more  or  less  snbstance.  As 
the  whole  bamboo  may  be  split  like  whalebone  from  top 
to  bottom,  witbout  much  exertion,  it  can  be  readily  ap- 
plied to  a  great  variety  of  purposes. 

In  their  whole  state,. bamboos  are  used  not  only  for  raf- 
ters in  the  construction  of  bungtUowtf  but  as  yards  for  the 
sails  of  the  common  country  craft.  Those  of  extraordi- 
nary size  are  selected'for  top^lant  studding-sail  booms, 
in  vessels  not  exceeding  four  or  five  hundred  tons;  their 
immense  strength  exactly  fitUug  them  for  that  situation. 
The  smaller  open  boats  throughout  the  East,  are  gene- 
rally fitted  with  bamboo  masts,  selected  from  the  lower 
part  of  the  reed,  the  upper  by  ita  lightness  being  more 
suited  for  yards.  Thus,  for  three-pence,  a  boat  of  about 
four  ot  five  tons  may  be  furnished  with  both  mast  and 
yard  from  the  same  bamboo.  In  vessels  of  greater  bur- 
then, two  or  more  bamboos,  even  up  to  a  dozen,  are  lash- 
ed tt^ether  round  a  stout  pkce  of  wood,  which,  passing 
throu^  the  tbatch,  fits  into  a  step  on  the  vessel's  bottom, 
and  is  well  secured  by  chocks  and  lashings  in  various 
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places.  This  stick,  which  servee  as  the  base  of  the  mast, 
is  about  fifteen  feet  long,  and  nine  or  tea  inches  in  dia- 
meter. It  is  commonly  left  in  a  very  rongh  state,  that 
the  bamboos  which  BaiTonnd  it  may  be  more  finnly  held 
in  their  places.  Thus  the  mast  is  run  np,  probably  to 
the  hei{{ht  of  forty  or  fifty  feet,  according  to  the  vessers 
burthen,  and  at  every  two  or  three  feet  is  bound  by  cords 
made  of  white  hemp.  The  position  of  this  awkward-look, 
ing  pile  is  maintained  by  nameroas  stays,  many  of  which, 
being  allowed  to  point  forward  before  the  line  of  the 
maafs  perpendicular,  very  considerably  obstruct  the  brac- 
ing of  the  yard^  ^e  strength  of  whic;h  must  be  propor- 
^oned  to  tbe  sail.  Sometimes  one  well-aelected  bamboo 
may  snffice ;  but  in  Teaeels  of  great  bulk,  say  fix>m  sixty 
to  ninety  tons,  two,  or  even  three,  stout  bamboos  are  re- 
quired. 

The  sail  is  usually  made  of  a  rery  coaise  canvass,  con- 
structed of  that  very  indifferent  kind  of  hemp,  gienerally 
used  for  rice  bags,  8t«.,  and  known  by  the  name  oi gunny. 
Each  piece  measures  aix  or  seven  feet  by  thirty  inches ; 
consequently,  thie  innumerable  joinings  made  in  a  large 
sail,  offer  a  very  ready  means  for  the  wind's  escape.  The 
Hindoo  is  not  very  particular  in  this  respect:  with  him  a 
sail  is  a  sail,  so  long  as  a  bit  remains  adequate  to  giving 
the  vessel  way  through  still  waters. 

It  will  naturally  be  asked.  Why  is  snch  miserable  tack- 
ling in  use?  Tlie  reasons  are,  1.  Because  the  native 
owner  of  a  vessel  will  go  to  no  expense  beyond  what  may 
be  indispensably  necessary  to  set  ber  afloat,  however 
clumsy  or  subject  to  mishap,  and  to  have  her,  as  he 
thinks,  ready  for  departure.  2.  The  materials  are  pro- 
bably of  his  own  growth,  or  he  deals  in  them,  or,  which  is 
often  the  sole  motive,  he  folds  them,  in  the  first  instance, 
hr  cheaper  tikan  those  more  substantial;  and,  3.  Even 
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if  other  materials  pf  a  better  quality,  and  in  every  iostance 
more  appropriate,  were  to  be  had  for  the  some  money,  he 
would  not  very  readily  deriate  from  the  cnstomB  of  his 
anceetors.  Were  a  vesael  fitted  up  on  Enropean  princi- 
ples to  be  wrecked,  the  whole  family  would  impute  the 
accident  to  the  aio  of  adopting  the  cnstoms  of  a  race  held 
in  abomination  by  even  the  lowest  casts  (or  sects) 
throughout  the  country.  Nevertheless,  the  manj^  and 
.dandiet  are  sometimes  grievouBly  put  oat  of  their  way  by 
some  shrewd  native,  who  resolutely  breaks  through  the 
genend  prejudice,  and  imitates  that  which  his  Acuities 
couvince  him  is  founded  opoo  sclenoe.  Not  that  he  will 
understand  how  the  principle  operates ;  no,  he  sees  the 
practice  is  good,  and  he  adopts  it :  whereas,  if  any  r^u- 
lation  were  to  be  framed  to  enforce  his  compliance  with 
our  system,  in  that,  or  in  any  other  particular,  we  ahould 
assuiedly  wilDeaa  his  receding,  if  possible,  firom  every  idea 
of  improvement ;  or,  if  under  the  necessity  of  conforming^ 
that  his  whole  deportment  would  betray  the  reluctance 
and  antipathy  he  felt  on  the  occasion. 

Exclusive  of  the  bamboo,  the  natives  have  an  ample 
resource  for  rafters,  as  well  as  for  posts  and  pillars,  in  the 
cocoa-nut  tree,  which  grows  wild  throughout  the  parts 
within  reach  either  of  sea-water,  or  sea  air.  It  is  not  in- 
deed confined  to  such  situations  ;  but  in  proportion  as  it 
is  distant  from  them,  so  the  natural  growth  of  this  tree 
gradually  cUminishes,  giving  way  to  the  taiU,  {ot  tkn.- 
leafed  palm,)  which,  though  less  umbrageous,  and  in 
many  instances  leas  useful,  attains  a  great  height,  and 
furnishes  a  much  larger  quantity  of  wood.  In  general, 
kvr  BengaUees  will  cut  down  a  tieftaui,  (or  cocoa-nut  tree.) 
which  supplies  so  many  requisites.  Thus,  the  outer  coat- 
ing, often  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds,  when  strip. 
ped  off  longitudinally,  furnishes  tliose  fibres  called  eoir. 
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osed  for  noall  rigging  and  cables.  Thia  kind  of  rope  is 
particnlarly  elastic  and  baoyant;  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  sea  to  any  extent.  Therefore,  when,  owing  to  the 
strength  of  the  carrent,  a  boat  misses  a  ship,  it  is  usual 
to  veer  out  a  quantity  of  cotr,  having  previously  fastened 
ao  oar,  or  a  small  caak,  Si«.  to  ita  end.  Thus  the  boat 
may  be  easily  enabled  to  haul  up  to  the  ship's  stem. 
Were  a  cou-  hawser  kept  on  board  every  ship  in  the 
British  marine,  how  many  lives  would  probably  be 
saved! 

It  is  remarkable,  that  fresh  water  rots  coir  in  a  very 
short  time,  corrodiug  it  in  a  most  unaccountable  man- 
ner }  whereas  salt  water  absolutely  strengthens  it,  seem- 
ing to  increase  the  elasticity.  This  shews  that  coir  is  by 
DO  means  fit  to  be  used  in  running  rigging,  nor  as  shroud- 
bftwaers,  &c.,  especially  for  vessels  subject  to  approach 
low  latitudes;  it  being  easily  snapped  in  frosty  weather. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  ease  with  which  a  ship  rides  at 
anchor  when  her  cables  are  of  cotr.  .  As  the  surges  ap- 
proach the  bows,  the  vessel  gradually  recedes,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cable  yielding  to  their  force ;  but,  soon  aa 
they  have  passed,  it  contiacts  again,  drawing  the  vessel 
gently  back  to  her  first  position. .  The  lightness  of  the 
material  doubtless  adds  to  this  effect;  for  the  cable  would 
float,  were  not  the  anchor  sufficiently  heavy  to  keep  it 
perfectly  down.  A  hempen  cable  always  makes  a  curve 
doanwttdi,  between  the  vessel  and  the  anchor,  but  a  coir 
cable  makes  a  curve  uptoards.  Therefore,  if  a  right  line 
were  drawn  from  the  hawse-hole,  to  the  ring  of  the  an- 
chor, it  would  be  something  like  the  axis  of  a  parabolic 
apindle,  of  which  the  cables  would  form,  or  nearly  so, 
the  two  elliptic  segments. 

A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on,  from  all  parts  of 
India,  with    the   Maldives,    and  Set^Ues,   (numerous 
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dusters  of  iaUnds  near  the  west  coaat  of  the  peoimula,) 
for  emr  end  cowriet :  the  latter  being  used  for  inferior 
oarrency,  wbUe  the  coir  is  greatly  valued,  on  account  of 
the  fibres  being  much  larger  and  firmer  than  thoae  grown 
upon  the  continent.  Not  only  these  i^landa,  but  all  within 
the  Indian  seas,  abound  with  cocoa.-nut  trees ;  which,  in 
many  of  them,  stands  absolutely  in  the  water.  These  owe 
their  origin  to  the  growth  of  nuts  blown  down  or  drop- 
ped when  ripe,  and  buried  in  the  sands;  above  which 
their  acrospirea  soon  appear,  when  the  tree  shoots  up 
with  greater  vigour  than  its  inland  couipetiton.  It  is 
said,  that,  abont  a  hundred  and  fiily  years  ago,  the  Se- 
ehelUs  and  Mal^vet  were  known  only  as  concealed  sands, 
highly  dangerous  to  the  navigator ;  and  that,  after  they 
liad,  by  the  action  of  the  ses,  accumulated  so  aa  to 
become  superficial,  a  vessel  laden  with  cocoa-nuts  was 
wrecked  upon  one  of  these  banks,  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  seed  thus  famished,  speedily  threw  up  whole 
forests  of  the  tree.  Others  attribute  the  first  supply  to 
the  adventitious  floating  of  nuts  from  the  Malabar  coast. 
Nothing  appears  to  discredit  either  of  the  accounts;  but 
the  former  appears  by  far  the  most  probable.  Whatever 
be  the  fact,  the  islands  in  question  not  only  produce  ftn- 
menae  forests  of  cocoas,  but  are  inhabited  by  a  peofde 
governed  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  Aiabian 
islands,  (for  such  we  may  call  these,  as  well  as  Johanna, 
Comora,  Succotra,  &c. ;)  whose  commercial  relatiftw  may 
be  said  to  consist  of  coir  and  ceieriet,  bartered  with  their 
neighbours  of  the  peninsula,  and  the  Arabs  of  Maaeat, 
-Bic.,  for  cotton  cloths,  rice,  sugar,  Sic  To  whatever 
chance  it  may  have  been  owing,  the  navigator  now  feels 
less  anxiety  when  near  these  isles.  Though  so  little  ele- 
vated as  to  remain  nearly  in  their  former  state  of  immer- 
sion, their  cocoa  forests,  which  generally  tower  io  the 
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hdgfat  c^  thirty  or  forty  feet,  being  viuble  at  the  distanM 
of  many  miiei,'  enable  him  to  ascertain  bis  locality  with 
corrccbiess,  and  to  avoid  the  DUmerons  shoals,  by  a  dae 
attention  to  the  bearingt  and  soundings.  The  natives  are 
Biid  tOrbeextremely  well  acquainted  with  their  arehipe- 
l^o,  and  to  pilot  vessela  of  great  burthen  with  perfect 
precision  and  secuiity. 

The  native  further  values  the  cocoa-nnt  for  its  water, 
by  ns  called  cocoa-nut  milk.  This  pleasant  beverage, 
generally  amounting  to  three  quarters  of  a  pint,  is  con- 
taised  within  the  shell.  It  is  purest  when  the  nut  is  young 
•od  tender,  so  as  to  allow  the  bosk  and  shell  to  be  cut 
lUt»  a  stringy  tomip.  At  this  time,  very  little  coagulnm 
adherea  to  the  interior  of  the  shell)  and  that  little  is  soft, 
like  milk  barely  tamed  by  rennet  Gradually,  the  water 
becomes  turbid,  and  acquires  a  stronger  taste;  while  the 
coegnlum  increases  to  about  a  third,  or  even,  half  of  an 
ndx  in  thickness ;  hardening  and  becoming  tough,  but 
eanly  snapped  into  pieces.  When  in  this  state,  it 
aboaods  in  oil,  at  first  remaikably  sweet,  though  of  a  pe- 
coliar  flavour,  and  much  used  in  their  culinary  operations 
by  the  native  Portuguese,  in  lieu  of  ghee. 

"The  mode  of  extracting  the  oil  is  very  simple.  A  piece 
of  wood,  say  two  feet  long,  six  inches  broad,  and  two  or  . 
three  thick,  bears  at  one  extremity  a  stem  of  iron,  driven 
in  by  means  of  a  spike.  This  stem  must  be  stout,  and 
should' measure  about  ten  inches;  but,  towards  its  sum- 
mUy  spreading  into  the  form  of  an  inverted  crescent, 
somewhat  concave,  and  deeply  jagged  at  its  circumfer- 
eaoe.  Sitting,  as  -usual,  on  the  ground,  the  operator 
keeps  the  baton  from  tilting,  by  placing  one  of  his  feet 
frndy  upon  it  In  that  position  he  takes  the  nuts,  com- 
monly- broken  iato  two  or  more  pieces,  by  a  forcible 
strafce  of  some  heavy  implement,  or  by  dashing  them  on 
u2 
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the  floor.  Then,  by  rasping  the  interior  of  ^ach  piece 
against  the  jagged  edges  of  the  iron,  he  causes  the  coa- 
gulum  to  fall,  in  the  form  of  a  coarse  powder,  into  a  vessel 
placed  below  to  receive  it  To  e&ct  this  with  more 
&ci)ity,  the  stem  slants  obliquely  from  the  baton,  allow- 
ing room  for  the  receiver  to  be  put  immediately  under  the 
crescent.  Tlie  raspings  are  now  put  into  hot  water,  in 
which  they  are  well  stirred  and  pressed  with  a  large 
wooden  spoon.  When  by  this  means  the  oil  is  separated, 
it  is  drawn  off  by  opening  a  little  hole  near  its  surface, 
as  it  floats  upon  the  water.  It  is  inconceivable  how  much 
oil  is  thus  obtained  in  a  few  minutes ;  but,  both  from  its 
own  nature,  and  the  mode  of  extraction,  it  soon  becomes 
offensively  rancid.  Yet  in  tiiis  state  it  is  by  no  means 
objectionable  to  the  Portuguese,  who,  as  well  as  the  Hin. 
doos,  are  partial  to  it  as  an  unguent  for  the  hair.  To  a 
fresh  European,  the  scent  of  this  powerful  finish  to  the 
charms  of  an  Indian  Venus  is  highly  objectionable:  of 
all  the  offensive  smells  in  India;  it  certainly  is  the  worst. 
But,  as  before  observed,  if  used  immediately  after  ex- 
traction,  nothing  can  he  sweeter.  It  also  bunis  re- 
markably well,  and  is  therefore  in  general  use  for  lamps, 
among  all  the  European  inhabitants.  The  residuum,  after 
separating  the  oil,  fattens  poultry  better  than  grain.  The 
pork  of  swine  fed  upon  cocoa-nuts  is  delicious,  as  must 
be  confessed  by  all  who  have  visited  the  ADdamaos  and 
Nicobars.  The  coagulum,  as  a  food  for  man,  cannot  be 
recommended,  for,  though  the  natives  eat  of  it  freely, 
experience  shews  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  of  diges- 
tion ;  so  tiiat,  when  eaten  as  a  meal,  much  inconvenience, 
if  not  indisposition,  will  generally  follow.  Nor  is  the 
water  of  the  young  nut  fit  for  persons  whrne  bowels  are 
not  of  the  strongest;  it  beipg  aperient,  and,  when  used 
beyond  a  certain  quantity,  extremely  apt  to  induce  dyaeb- 
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tery.  The  amonnt  of  a  nutiiil  mtiy,  perhaps,  be  dnink 
with  perfect  safety.  During  very  hot  weather,  if  the  nuts 
are  fresh  gathered,  or  suffered  to  remaiD  a  while  in  cold 
water,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  withstand  the  temptatioD> 

The  shell  of  the  cocoa-nut  is  most  valuable  when  suf- 
fered to  ripen  upon  the  tree.  It  then  acquires  great  hard- 
ness, and  a  fine  dark  chocolate  colour,  interveined  by  fine 
lines  of  a  rich  dun,  or  clay,  or  perhaps  striated  with  those 
tints.  The  shells  will  then  take  a  good  polish,  and  when  ' 
tastefully  mounted,  are  ornamental  to  the  sideboard.  Yet 
they  are  brittle,  compared  with  their  solid  appearance ; 
and  it  requires  a  great  length  of  time  to  direst  them  wholly 
of  a  strong  scent,  reminding  those  accustomed  to  the  oil, 
of  that  peculiar  and  powerful  rancidity  it  invariably  ac- 
quires by  long  keeping,  and  especially  by  exposure  to 
the  air. 

Prerious  to  the  introduction  of  lamps  in  the  halls,  pas- 
sages. Sec,  in  the  houses  of  Europeans,  cocoa-nut  oil 
was  to  be  had  for  about  three-pence,  or  four-pence,  pet 
seer;  (the  measurement  of  a  leer  coming  very  nearly  to 
the  English  quart,  in  some  places  exceeding  it,  but  in 
others  (idling  short).  Since  that  practice  has  obtained, 
the  price  of  candles  being  doubled,  the  oil  has  been  pro- 
portionably  enhanced. 

No  kind  of  animal  oil  is  in  use  among  the  natiTes  of 
India,  either  as  food,  or  in  manufactories ;  except  indeed, 
that  most  curious  production,  the  meemii-ke4aie,  or  oil 
extracted  from  the  bodies  of  malefactors.  Being  well 
fed  for  a  month,  or  more,  previous  to  their  execution, 
for  the  purpose  of  encreasing  their  fat,  large  fires  are 
swl  to  be  lighted  tmder  titem  while  on  the  gibbet,  and 
metal  vessels  placed  to  receive  the  drippings.  That  this 
practice  heretofore  obtained,  under  the  government  of  the 
na^re  princes,  appears  undoubted  {  but,  that  it  is  now 
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obflokte,  is  equally  certain.  Still  meami-ke4ak  (hnman 
oil)  may  be  had  at  many  places ;  tboagh  sot  genuine, 
bat  composed  of  whatever  materials  may  form  a  mass 
resembling  the  original.  Several  of  theio  maBies  have 
been  seen  of  a  dark,  opaque  brown,  appearing  some- 
thing like  coagulated  blood  miied  with  dirty  jeUy, 
and  become  hard  by  exposure  to  the  mm,  or  by  inspisaa- 
tion :  its  smell  was  intolerably  ofienrive.  On  the  whole, 
this  celebrated  eottract,  which  is  supposed  to  care  all  con- 
tractions, and  stififaess  of  the  joints,  is  a  subject  of  asto- 
nishment, when  considered  as  in  use  among  a  people 
so  very  peculiar  in  tiieir  tenets,  and  professing  so  much 
hnmauity,  not  only  towards  their  bretbren,  but  towards 
all  animated  natare.  Had  ShakspeaFe  been  aoqiainted 
with  the  existence  of  the  memui,  he  certainly  would  have 
given  it  a  place  in  Hecate's  cauldron. 

Were  th»  natives  intent  on  obtaining  uiimal  oils,  they 
might  procure  the  greatest  abundance.  Porpoises,  tartles, 
alligators,  dog-fishes,  and  sharks,  all  of  which  contain 
large  quantities,  exist  in  every  pert  where  ihe  water  is 
brackish ;  some  of  them,  indeed,  becOme  even  more  nu- 
merous as  their  distance  from  the  sea  increases.  Whales 
are  occasionally  aeea  in  the  Indian  Sea,  and  in  the  Mo- 
zambique Channel  are  extremely  common.  But,  to  per- 
sons habitnated  from  their  infancy  to  the  use  of  high- 
savoured  viands,  uiy  sweet  oil  would  be  insipid.  They 
require  a  haut-go&t  in  their  sauces,  though  they  contrive 
to  render  even  their  strongest  preparations  extremely 
palatable ;  bnt,  to  relish  them  properly,  the  culinary  ope- 
'  rations  mast  not  be  always  witnessed.  Bovwr-cAce^  or 
cooks,  when  employed  for  Europeans,  are  sometimes  ex- 
tremely filthy  i' far.  more  so  than  when  dressing  (heir  own 
victuals.  Few  of  the  natives  are  sparing  in  the  use  of 
water  on  such  ooeasictns,  even  though  it  should  be  brought 
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from  some  diitance  ;  yet,  it  is  equally  ■  trae,  tiiat  whole 
vilUges  are  sometimes  content  to  use  water  from  a  pool, 
comparable  only  with  that  into  which  Ariel  ushered  the 
surly  Caliban. 

The  trank  of  the  cocoomut  tree  not  only  answers  for 
canoea,  when  the  central  pith  is  scooped  out,  but,  when 
ai^t,  as  it  may.eaaly  be  into  slips  of  any  width,  fonna 
ezoellont  lafters.  When  so  applied,  the  soft  part  is  taken 
away,  leaving  only  the  exterior  case,  which  ia  hard,  tough, 
and  elastic,  and  about  thiee  inches  in  thickness.  A  trunk 
of  about  a  foot  i  n  diameter  commonly  rives  into  five  slaves, 
each  about  seven  inches  wide.  Theae  should  be  placed 
edgeways  oh  die  walls,  that  their  scantlings  may  he  in  a 
proper  direction.  Rafters  thus  made,  if  not  more  than 
twei^  feet  long,  or  thereabouts,  not  too  bsavily  laden, 
and  under  cover,  will  stand  for  generations,  without  shew* 
ing  the  smallest  symptom  of  decay. 

Cocoa-nuts  are  often  sawed  into  two  equal  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  made  into  ladies.  A  hole  is  made  on 
each  nde,  about  half  an  inch  from  the  edge,  and  a  stick  is 
pSMed  through,  serving  as  a  handle ;  as  we  see  in  the^ett 
used  by  brewers  for  taking  liquor  out  of  their  vats. 
When  sawed  into  two  equal  parts,  acroiss  the  grain  of  Uie 
mr  coating,  oocoa-nots  make  excellent  table  brushes, 
causing  the  planks  to  assume  a  very  high  polish  from  their 
ixiotfon.  As  this  operation  requires  some  strength,  the 
edges  of  die  shril,  if  left  in,  (as  is  sometimes,  though  im^ 
properly,  done,)  should  be  perfectly  smooth ;  b%ing  once 
poidered  so,  they  will  never  sci^cb,  however  forcibly  the 
iKush  may  be  applied .  It  is  a  good  mode,  to  strip  off  the 
ccir,  and,  after  soaking  it  in  water,  to  beat  it  with  a  heavy 
wooden  mall  until  the  pieces  become  a  little  pliant,  when 
they  should  be  firmly  bound  together  with  an  iron  ring. 
llieir  ends  being  then  levelled,  the  implement  is  fit  for  use. 


idbvGoogle 


296  KAHT    INplA    VADE-MkCVH. 

A  little  bees-wax  nibbed  occasiontilly  upon  them,  add* 
greatly  to  the  lustre  of  the  furniture. 

Tbe  stem  of  the  toddy-tree  is  similar  to  tliat  of  tb« 
cQcoa,  but  grows  to  a  greater  height,  and  aerres  the  aune 
purposes.  On  first  seeing  a  grove  of  toddy-palms,  one 
would  suppose  that  a  strong  wind  must  ioeritably  tear  ap 
the  whole  by  their  roots,  wihch  consist  of  innnmeiable 
unall  fibres,  that  penetrate  bat  a  very  little  way,  compani- 
tively,  into  the  soil.  When  one  of  these  trees  ia  blown 
down,  a  small  cavity  is  made,  rarely  so  mudi  as  a  cubic  yard. 
The  leaves  difier  widely  from  those  of  the  cocoa,  whidi 
are  rather  spear-shaped,  a  foot,  or  more,  long,  by  perhaps 
two  inchea  at  their  broadest  part,  and  attached  to  each 
side  of  the  rib,  which  may  be  from  tea  to  fourteen  feet  in 
length.  They  hang  gracMsiiiUy  on  every  side  of  the  tmokf 
covering  the  nuts,  which  grow  on  very  short,  stiff  stuns, 
close  under  the  place  where  tbe  leaves  start  from  it  in  all 
directions.  A  tnft  of  similar,  bat  smaller  branches,  grow 
with  rather  a  vertical  tendency. 

Tbe  tad^-palm,  os  the  contrary,  has  about  ten  or  a 
dozen  large  leaves,  radiated  from  their  stems,  arranged  in 
folds  like  a  lady's  fan  half  spread  ;  but  the  outer  edges 
are  indented  considerably.  The  leaves  form  each  about 
three-fourths  of  a  circle,  but  their  sizes  vary  considerably. 
These  leaves  are  made  into  puakaht,  or  fans,  of  varions 
sizes.  When  torn  into  strips  of  about  two  inches  wide, 
the  medium  breadth  of  each  fold,  they  serve  the  natives 
instead  of  paper.  Tbe  greater  part  of  acconnts  kept  by  Ben- 
gallees  are  written  on  such  leaves,  by  means  of  any  aharp- 
pointed  instrument.  This  perforating  the  glossy  rind,  or 
coating,  on  either  «de  of  the  leaf,  the  maiks  remain  ever 
after  distinct  and  legible,  especially  if  the  written  leaves 
are  rubbed  with  kaujool,'ot  lamp-blaclf«  which  sinks  into 
tbe  porous  parts  laid  open  by  the  instrument,  but  is  easily 
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wiped  off  from  the  rept  of  the  surface.  Some  hundreds 
of  these  leereB  may  be  seen,  secured  together  at  one  end 
by  a  twine  passed  through  each,  like  waste  pi^ier  in  a 
grocer's  shop ;  thus  forming  a  voluminous  collectioD. 
The  fmit  of  the  tout  consists  of  two,  or  three  /ofto,  or 
pods,  similsr  to  those  in  a  horse-chesnut,  and  like  them, 
ctmcealed  in  a  pithy,  spherical  coatings  but  with  a  smooth 
exterior.  Each  hhe  is  hollow,  and  contains  a  siittll  quan- 
Hty  of  very  clear  liquor,  partaking,  in  a  very  slight  degree, 
of  the  flavour  of  rose-water.  The  lobet  themselves,  which 
are  about  the  size  of  a  small  bun,  are  rather  of  a  crisp,  but 
{^latinouB  substance,  and  pleasant  to  the  palate.  Their 
exterior  is  covered  with  a  very  thin,  brown  rind,  like  that 
of  an  almond ;  rather  astringent,  bat  by  Ao  means  acrid. 

The  liquor,  called  toddy,  is  obtained  by  making  ao  in- 
dsioD  under  the  head  of  the  tree,  when  a  thin  wedge  beii^ 
introduced,  the  tiuiify  gradually  exudes  into  ajressel  sus- 
pended to  receive  it  This  liquor  is  very  pleasing  when 
fresh  drawn,  but  in  a  few  hours  acquires  a  harsh  flavour, 
ferments,  and  becomes  highly  intoxicating.  It  answers 
admirably  as  leaven,  making  very  Hght  dough ;  but  if 
kept,  as  is  too  commonly  done,  till  rather  sub-ecid,  it 
communicates  to  the  bread  a  most  unpleasant  tartness. 
Groves  of  toddytrea,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
yield  a  handsome  revenue,  with  great  profit  to  the  ren- 
ters. Like  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  they  have  within  their  sum- 
mils  a  substance  in  flavour  very  like  a  cabbage,  for  which 
mariners  fell  them,  with  the  view  of  carryii^  that  part  to 
sea,  where,  left  within  its  nod,  it  will  keep  for  many 
months,  and  for  use  requires  much  boiUng. 

The  stem  Of  the  todd^^palm  is  annulated,  but  not  veiy 
deeply.  Of  this  the  toddy-iaea  take  advantage,  ascending 
to  tiw  summit,  and  descending  again  to  the  plain,  with 
wondrous  agility.   They  use  a  strong  twine>  about  a  yard 
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long,  or  more,  doubled  ioto  a  loop  of  half  that  length, 
into  the  ends  of  which  the  great  toes  are  pot,  lo  &b  to 
keep  it  perfectly  extended.  The  mao  Brat  embraces  the 
tree  aa  high  as  he  can  reach,  to  raise  himaelf  from  the 
ground;  his  feet  being  instantly  carried  on  oppoaite  sidea 
of  the  trunk,  aa  far  BBunder  as  the  loop  wiU  admit.  Then 
auataining  himself  by  means  of  the  loop,  he  slides  hia 
arms  upwards  to  take  a  sectutd  spring,  following,  in  dne 
time,  by  the  removal  of  his  feet,  ea  much  higher  aa  be 
has  been  able  to  reach.  In  this  manner,  snccesaively 
sMtching  up  hia  arms,  and  swarming  with  his  feet,  he 
raaohes  the  suuBiit,  where,  while  he  either  suspends  the 
pot;  or  releases  it,  his  we^ht  generally  rests  on  the  loop. 
The  great  ait,  both  in  ascending  and  descending,  is  to 
keep  the  loop  always  stretched.  Shonld  it  be  allowed  to 
slacken,  in  all  probability  it  would  fall  off.  Few  peiaons 
following  this  profession,  require  more  than  half  a  minute 
to  mount  the  highest  jxUmlra,  by  which  name  the  toAfy- 
pttbn  is  moat  generally'known  to  Europeans.  The  natives 
designate  it  the  taui  (or  taui'gautck). 

Very^  few  kinds  of  wood,  except  thoae  mentioned,  are 
ever  ased  for  domestic  architecture ;  though  in  some  few 
ntuatioaB,  the  toondry  and  jamol  are  employed  for  the 
minor  purpotes.  The  nativea,  however,  consider  them  to 
be  more  applicable  to  the  cmstruction  of  small  crafl^  and 
to  the  formation  of  oarriagea  of  varioua  deicnptions.  The 
tootidty  is  a  remuttably  toogh,  heavy,  and  elaatio  wood ; 
while  the  jarrool,'  though  rather  harder,  more  resembles 
the  beech  than  any  other  English  timber  trees.  For  boat- 
building, it  ranks  next  to  the  Uak,  many  of  the  dom$t, 
(or  coasting  vessels,)  measuring  from  flfly  to  a  hundred 
and  fifty  tons,  being  principally  buitt  with  it.  When  teak 
is  scarce,  the  shipwrights  use  jarrool  to  repair  the  dipper 
works  of- large  vessels. 
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la  the  cooBtrnction  of  houBes  and  bmigalowt,  the  Euro- 
pean architects  have  been  rather  prone  of  late  years,  to  sa- 
crifice comfort  to  appearance.  The  old  houses  built  before 
punkaJit,  tattitSf  glass-sashes,  &c.,  were  in  use,  evince  an 
attention  to  coolness,  without  disregarding  convenience. 
Iliough  buildii^  is  now  much  cheaper  than  forty  years  ago, 
the  walls  are  much  less  substantial,  and  there  is  a  want  of 
local  fitness  in  the  vrangement  of  the  apartments.  It 
shoold  be  considered  that  a  plan  excellently  suited  to  the 
climate  of  Eogland  would  be  totally  incoosistent  with  the 
teiB|>eratures  attendant  upon  the  changes  of  season  in 
India,  and  with  .  the  several  practices  and  operatioDS 
Decenary  to  meet  those  cbaogea.  It  must  never  be  foi^ 
gotten,  that,  at  some  Reasons,  and  at  some  hours  in  all 
seaaoDS,  every  door  and  window  is  usually  thrown  Ofea ; 
and  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the  hot  winds,  such 
apartments  as  cannot  .be  kept  moderately  cool,  by  tatties 
applied  to  some  apertnies  on  that  floor,  whence  tb^ 
current  of  refiigerated  air  may  find  admission,  will  be 
scarcely  habitable,  and,  at  night  in  particular,  will  glow 
like  ovens. 

The  hot  wind  commonly  rises  with  the  sun,  blowing 
very  gently  at  first,  and  increasing- gradually  till  id>ottt 
ma  or  two  oVlock ;  after  which,  it  subsides  into  a  perfect 
calm.  Tliia  is  its  ordintu^  oDurse,.boi  some  whole  days 
lemain  calm,  while  at  other  times  the  wind  blows  a  hurri- 
cane through  the  whole  night.  It  has  indeed  been  kaowo 
to  continue,  with  very  little  change  of  temperature,  or  v^ 
nation  o£f«Hrce,  for  full  ten  days;  while  the  nights  were 
rather  hotter  than  the  days ;  so  that  extra  A'Aectftu  wete 
retained  to  water  the  taltiet  during  the  oigbt.  That  was, 
to  be  sure,  a  very  ■ingalar  season,  attended  with  a  prodi- 
gious mortality,  gnat  numbers  dyug  suddenly.  The  fit, 
which  resembled  apo^xy,  attacked  alleges  alike,  and 
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was  equally  fatal  to  the  abstemious  and  teiDperate,  as  to 
tiie  licentious  and  the  gormandiziDg. 

Id  descrihiDg  the  habitations  of  the  lower  orders  of  na- 
tivesj  it  was  shewn  tiiat  their  chief  attention  was  paid  to 
privacy,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  the  glare.  The  superior 
ranks  are  not  less  intent  upon  the  same  objects ;  though 
from  many  of  their  state  apartments  it  does  not  appear 
that  either  the  one  or  the  other  wer»  objects  of  the  small- 
est consideration.  Some  of  the  Durban  are  uncommonly 
exposed-;  and  from  the  crowd,  the  obserration  of  fosti~ 
diouB  ceremony,  and  the  constant  succession  of  entrances 
an^  exits,  form  a  moat  uncomfortable  touf  enseiuMe.  Yet 
it  appears  that  the  natives  have  made  little  or  no  variation 
in  (heir  system,  not  only  within  the  time  that  Europeans 
have  been  acquainted  with  them,  but,  if  we  examine  their 
ancient  atructnrea,  not  for  centuries  before  a  Briton  trod 
their  soil.  Nearly  the  same  aspect  is  given  to  all  th^r 
buildings,  especially  to  their  places  of  worship.  J\Iimmaa 
(or  open  temples)  where  the  Moossulmans  are  in  the  babit 
of  offering  up  their  prayers,  invariably  front  the  weat^ 
under  the  notion  of  facing  the  shrine  of  Mahomed. 

After  what  relates  to  the  domestic  habits  and  the  archi- 
tecture of  the  country,  the  next  object  of  curiosity  is  tfae 
manner  of  living  among  Europeans  in  India.  Of  these 
-there  are  two  distinct  classeSf  though  perfectly  aa  a  fool^ 
ing  ;  the  fixed  residents  of  Calcutta,  and  those  among  the 
civil  and  military,  who  are  liable  to  be  detached  irom  the 
Presidency.  Formerly,  only  such  gentlemen  as  held  of- 
fices of  considerable  emolument,  or  were  married,  sap- 
ported  the  expense  of  a  regular  table.  Such  might  be 
aaid  to  keep  open  bouse ;  at  least,  several  spare  covers 
were  usually  laid,  especially  at  supper-time^  under  the 
hope  of  seeing  their  friends  come  in  to  partake  of  the  en- 
tertainment.   The  dinner  hour  wu  known,  (for  almost 
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trtry  &mily  tlien  dined  between  two  and  three  o'clock.) 
aod  little  or  no  ceremony  wan  required ;  the  ho»t  being 
ai  much  pleased  with  the  compliment  paid  by  the  visit  of 
a  young  friend,  as  the  latter  was  to  fiod  a  welcome  among 
the  most  opulent  and  respectable  portion  of  the  Earopean 
community. 

Nor  was  the  benefit  accruing  to  the  latter,  confined  to 
economical  saving.  Such  as  became  habitually  inmates 
of  this  description,  were  generally  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  Gorerament,  or  to  such  situations  (if  not  in  the 
Company's  service)  as  afibrded  an  immediate  mainte- 
nance, or  eventually  led  to  lucrative  specuIationB.  A  va- 
riety of  instancea  conld  be  Bdduce(l>  of  young  gentlemen 
having  been  thus  rescued  from  that  most  unpleasant  litu- 
ation,  a  want  of  respectable  friends.  These,  as  Shak- 
speare  properly  remariLi,  "  had  greatness  thrust  npwi 
them."  Such  was  the  state  of  society  about  fifty  years 
ago,  and  such  was  the  fair  expectation  with  which  not 
only  youog  gentlemen,  but  many  "  far  advanced  upon 
Time's  list,"  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Ganges.  Then 
it  required  that  some  very  substantial  personal  objection 
should  exist  to  deprive  any  individual  of  an  implied  right 
to  the  most  friendly  reception.  Still,  however,  there  pre- 
vailed a  certain  distinction,  rather  too  fiutidious,  in  &- 
Tonr  of  those  who  came  with  appointments  to  the  Com- 
pany''B  service,  especially  in  the  civil  line.  To  a  certain 
extent,  aach  were  reasonable,  from  the  expectance  of  fu- 
ture association  in  the  same  services ;  but  the  preference 
was  doubtless  carried  too  far. 

The  gndnal  increase  of  commercial  intercourse,  with 
several  parts  of  that  extensive  territory,  whidi  has  be- 
come subject  to  the  infiuence  or  the  control  of  the  British 
goremment,  invitedmany adventurers  to  quit  Europe  un- 
der aHoraDces  of  employ  in  the  East    Their  expectations 
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were  genenlly  confirmed  by  pentuuwnt  gatabliahmepfa  in 
nrioDs  parta  of  the  country ;  whereby  a  complete  diange 
has  taken  place,  aa  to  the  eBtimation  of  iree  merchanis, 
aa  they  are  generally  termed. 

Among  this  class  have  appeared  nombera  whose  indoa- 
try  in  the  conduct  of  extensive  concerns  has  rendered 
tbem  oonipicnoits ;  and  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  too 
bold  to  predict,  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  saccess  of  tbeir 
efforts  may  stimnlate  to  snch  an  increase  of  private  tra- 
ders, as  cannot  fail  to  produce  events  of  great  oatkuial 
importance. 

Thus  it  may  be  anticipated,  that  the  commercial  8o> 
uety  of  Indiawill,  in  time,  grow-out  of  the  knowledge 
of  such  aa  surveyed  its  state  some  forty  years  ago.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  lamented,  ^hat  from  snch  an  augmen- 
tation of  all  ranks,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  drop 
many  cnatoms  suited  only  to  a  limited  socuety.  Instead 
of  these  has  been  adopted  a  certain  reserve,  not  exactly 
conformable  to  the  very  sanguine  ideas  of  those  who  may 
have  read  of  the  ancient  regime  of  Oriental  hospitality, 
the  disuse  of  which  has  unavoidably  kept  pace  with  the 
adctitional  imports  consequent  to  extended  commerce. 
There  will,  however,  evm  at  this  day,  be  found  much  to 
approve;  and  a  mind  endued  wi(b  sensibility  will  have 
oocasiOQ  to  acknowledge  many  a  civility,  very  nearly  alrin 
to  kindness,  and  sufficiently  poignant  ,to  give  an  ara{^ 
acope  for  gratefnl  acknowledgments. 

Morning  visits  are  not,  generally  spe^ng,  so  uncom- 
mon as  they  were.  Formerly,  few  went  to  pay  visits  of 
ceremony  during  the  forenoon ;  for  the  dtnneivhour  being 
early,  there  was  little  time  for  snch  unsocial  compliments. 
Now  that  it  is  generally  delayed  till  about  sun-set,  fliat 
ia  to  say,  to  perhaps  five  or  six,  or  even  to  seven  o'do^ 
the  forenoon  ia  more  applicable  to  the  leoe^on  ofvisi- 
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ton ;  th^se,  if  od  any  teraw  of  intimacy,  do  not  beaitato 
to  jpiD  tjhe  family  at  a  little  avant-diner,  commoiily  called 
a  t^ffatgt  ^^  koDWD  in  England  by  the  name  of  hinck. 
litis  kind  of  refreshment  (for  it  is  not  considered  arepaat) 
is  uaually  tjakan-  between  one  and  two  o'clooki  and  con- 
sists of  galled  fowls,  mutton  chopa,  cold  meats,  and 
sometimes  of  carry  and  rice.  Being  conducted  wifboat 
ceremony,  and  in  a,  very  desultory  style,  the  coming  in  of 
friends  never  occasions  the  slightest  discootinoance.  The 
various  formalities  are,  however,  now  transferred  from 
P.  M.  to  A.  M.  and  it  is  usual  to  see  the  town  of  Calcutta 
thronged  with  palanquiat  during  the  whole  of  what  is 
called  the  forenoon ;  but  which  commonly  extends  to 
three  o'clock.  About  this  time,  especially,  during  nine 
months  in  the  year,  most  penoos  are  at  home,  divested 
of  their  usual  dresses,  and  reclining  in  some  cool  apart- 
ment on  a  bed  or  a  couch,  for  the  purpose  of  repose,  and 
to  prepare  for  that  change  of  linen,  and  for  those  ablu- 
tions, not  forgetting  the  bath,  which  are  both  refreahing 
and  indispensable  in  so  sultry  a>oliiiiate. 

Oentlemen  who  visit  ladies,  compaonly  repair  to  their 
houses  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening ; 
ordinarily  under  the  expectation  of.  beiog.invited. to  stay 
and  sup ;  an  invitation  that  is  rarely  declined. 

Among  ladies  intimately  acquainted, .  morning,  visits 
are  common,  but  all  who  wish- to- preserve,  etiquette,  or 
merely  return  the  compliment  by  way  of  kee|iiDg..up  a 
distant  Bcqnaiotance,  confiae  their  visits  to  the  evening. 
Attended  by  one  or  more  gentlemen,  they  proceed  in  their 
palamquim,  on  a  tour,  devoted  entirely  to  this  cold  ex- 
change of  what  is  called  civility. 

Among  the  several  justly-exploded  customs,  we  may 
icckoa  that  which  existed  until  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  of  sitting  vr,  as  it  was  called.    The  practice  was 
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evidently  founded  on  good  will  and  boBpitality ;  thougli 
it  bore  BO  strong  a  rewmblancc  to  tbe  flzhibition  of  a 
(»i^  of  Blares,  as  to  occasion  many  a  caricatnre,  and 
mnch  aatirical  expenditure  of  ink.  Thia  bittimo  df 
generallj  took  place  at  tbe  house  of  some  lady  of  rank 
or  fortune,  wbo,  for  three  snccessire  nights,  threw  op«i 
her  mansion  towards  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving all,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  chose  to  pay 
their  respects  to  auch  ladies  as  had  recently  arriTed  in  the 
country.  The  fair  damsels  were  thus  at  once  introduced 
to  the  whole  settlement,  and  not  nafrequently  obtained 
offers  from  men  of  the  first  consequence.  Many  matches 
have  indeed  been  concluded  even  before  the  third  night 
of  exhibition.  If  we  consider  the  fatigae  attendant  upon 
the  return  of  these  numerous  visits,  (for  the  slightest 
omission  would  have  been  an  unpardonable  offence,)  and 
that  the  novelty  of  riding  in  a  bochah,  (or  chair-pa/iutjNm,) 
would  not  be  agreeable  to  all,  we  may  form  some  idea  of 
what  many  a  delicate  female,  melting  with  the  heat,  tight- 
laced,  and  tormented  with  musquito-bites,  must  have  un- 
dergone durii^  the  performance  of  this  ceremony.  To 
the  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  it  might  have  been  abun- 
dantlypleasiog;  they  having  nothing  to  do  but  to  post  about 
in  th«r  palanqutm  from  one  sitting  up  to  another,  and 
flwre  either  to  admire,  or  to  quiz,  the  fair  sufferers,  accord- 
ing as  their  taste,  or  caprice,  might  dictate.  The  throng 
has,  in  some  lovely  instances,  been  so  very  great,  that  even 
a  fourth  night  has  been  required  for  tbe  benefit  of  bache- 
lors from  the  interior. 

The  great  increase,  not  only  of  inhabitan|s,  bnt-  of 
houses,  some  of  which  are  utuated  at  an  inconvenient  dis- 
tance,  has  rendered  the  custom  of  tittii^  up  nearly  obso- 
lete. The  modem  instances  of  its  continuance  are»  in- 
deed, so  very  few,  and  those  few  so  modified,  as  barely  to 
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Bhew  that  it  is  not  quite  disused.  Now,  a  lady  ib  received 
on  tandiag,  by  her  friends,  who,  generally,  after  a  few 
days  of  repose  and  preparation,  invite  their  acquain- 
tances to  be  introduced  to  their  fair  companion,  who  in 
tbe  course  of  a  week  usually  returns  their  riBits.  This  is 
merely  a  partial  show,  compared  with  what  formerly  took 
place,  and  is  no  more  than  would  be  practised  in  England 
on  a  similar  occasion.  It  is  true  that,  where  superlative 
attractions  exist,  many,  who  probably  are  not  in  tbe  habit- 
of  visiting  the  family,  will  often  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  chaperon  some  acquaintance. 

The  Company  rarely  sit  long  after  dinner,  unless  among 
convivial  souls  who  are  incommoded  by  the  presence  of 
the  ladies.  Such  were  formerly  very  numerous;  but  of 
late,  the  society  of  the  sex  has  been  more  duly  appreciated, 
and  the  gentlemen  quit  the  bottle  to  retire  to  the  chabnotah, 
(or  terrace,)  there  to  enjoy  the  cool  air  of  the  evening, 
and  to  lake  tea,  or  smoke  their  hookulk.  Those  who  have 
business  to  attend,  then  proceed  to  their  offices.  Sic,  while 
the  larger  portion  separate  to  partake  of  a  family  supper 
with  some  of  their  female  acquaintances.  Very  little 
ceremony  is  used  on  such  occasions  ;  the  gentlemen  leav- 
ing their  hats  in  the  palanqvina,  and  ordering  their  ser- 
vants to  proceed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  the  bouses 
whither  their  palanquins  are  to  be  conveyed.  In  many  in- 
stances, these  evening  visits  are  paid  in  a  very  airy 
manner;  coats  being  often  dispensed  with,  the  gentle- 
men wearing  only  -an  upper  and  under  waistcoat,  both  of 
white  linen,  and  the  former  having  sleeves.  This  would 
appear  an  extraordinary  freedom,  if  not  established  by 
cmtom.  It  generally  happens,  indeed,  that  gentlemen 
newly  arrived  from  Europe,  especially  tbe  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  regiments,  wear  their  coats,  and  prefer  under- 
goii^a  kind  of  vvarm  bath  of  tlie  most  distressing  descrip- 
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tioD,  both  to  tfattDwlTM  aod  to  their  neighbom.  In 
tune,  however,  they  adopt  the  local  oiageB,  and,  thoofcfa 
they  may  enter  the  room  in  that  cunbroui  habit,  they 
rarely  fail,  looa  as  the  first  ceremonies  are  over,  to  diveat 
themselveB  of  it,  havii^  a  eervaat  io  reedioeea  with  an 
upper  waistcoat 

Supper,  though  enumerated  among  the  ordiaary  m«als 
of  a  family  residing  at  the  Presidency,  seems  to  be  merely 
the  means  of  concentrating  the  party.  Few  take  mote 
than  a  glass  or  two  of  wine,  generally  claret,  with,  ptf> 
haps,  a  crast,  and  a  morsel  of  cheese  j  the  appetite  at  this 
hour,  say  ten,  being  by  no  means  keen.  After  supper 
the  hoohiU  is  again  produced,  and,  after  sitting  awhile  in 
conversation,  the  lady  of  the  boose  retires,  after  whom  few 
remain  long.  On  the  whole.  It  may  be  stud,  that  at  least 
four  out  of  five  are  in  bed, before  twelve,  if  not  before 
eleven  o'clock.  All  concerned  in  card-parties  are  of 
coarse  excepted,  especially  if  the  stakes  mo  high ;  for 
snchi  no  measure,  or  calculation,  exists;  the  whole  night 
being  occasionally  passed  at  tradrille,  which  is  the  fiivourite 
game,  or  at  whist,  &c  Such  exceptions  fortunately  are 
not  very  numerous ;  and  it  would  certainly  be  difficult  to 
find  any  city,  wherein  celibacy  among  the  males  is  so  pre- 
valept  as  at  Calcutta,  that  can  boast  of  so  few  excesses  of 
any  description.  The  European  inhabitaots  of  respeotsr 
bility  certainly  live  well,  keeping  as  good  tables  as  the 
seasons  may  enable  them  to  furnish,  and  drinking  only  the 
beat  wines.     Claret,  Madeira,  and  Port,  are  in  general  use. 

Of  the  former,  there  are  two  kinds ;  one  called  &^hsh 
claret,  which  is  the  best  wine  that  France  prodoces, 
manulWtnred,  after  its  arrival  in  England,  with  an  addition 
of  brandy,  8tc.,  that  it  may  endure  the  hot  climate  of  In- 
dia, and  of  other  liquids,  to  give  it  a  richer  body. 

The  other  claret  is  the  purest  which  can  be  obbuoed 
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Crom  the  best  vje^ards  iwftr  Q<Hin[eBHS,  (^  Qot^'Ro^. 
Chateau  Margeau.  Sec.  Tfaii  widq,  bow«rer  well  p^kod, 
and  cartfuUy  treated,  will  not  keep  long.  Ai  the  end  of 
«ix  or  aeven  moBths  after  armalf  it  b^ooioM  rfitjher  shEtrp^ 
and  U  then  extremely  peniicioiw  to  tba  bowels,  Wbep 
fresb,  it  ia  remukably  fine  and  delicate,  and  biting  far 
Itgbta  than  Uie  EagUsh  olaret,  is  certunly  beat  adapted 
to  the  climate.  OccaaiaoaUy,  a  few  chert«  of  plaret  sfP 
imported  at  Serampore,  a  Danish  settlemflot,  about  sixr 
teen  miles  above  Calcutta;  bnt  in  wholesoueoess/as  frell 
aa  flavoor^  it  is  &r  inferior  to  either  of  the  forgnw.  Xbp 
sever*  bowdrcomplaints  often  occasioned  by  ita  froe  use, 
are  lUtributed  to  the  lithisige  with  .which  it  is  said  to  be 
fined ;  hence,  whaJt  ie  called  DaoUh  elftret  U  rarely  foiind 
at  any  gettflfaan's  table. 

It  is  no  uucommon  thing  to  see  Uadeira  which  hu 
been  in  a  gentleman's  godamn  ten  years  ia  the  wood. 
Many  .possess  mnch  oUw  wine;  and  a  few  can  boast  of 
some,  which,  though  inoooceiTably  mild  apd  lich  in  .6a- 
ronr,  ia  extremely  potent.  None  wiU  produce  at  thebr 
tables  Madeira,  till  it  has  been  two  or  tiiree  ymrs  in  the 
country.  The  new  wjoe  is  neither  pleasant  mot  wholeeoma, 
and  may  be  reatUly  distinguished  from  the  old,  though 
some  Tenders  can  add  in  the  cootse  of  a  few  hours,  many 
years  of  age  to  the  liquor.  Among  the  military,  it  is 
foand  best  to  purchase  wine  that  is  known  to  be  of  good 
quality,  and  of  a  (lertain  agff.  This  ie  easily  done,  through 
the  sereial  ageocy-hoasea ;  all  of  which  have  gmendly 
iaige  quantities  of  every  description,  either  on  commis- 
sion or  at  command..  This  mode  is  far  preferable  to  the 
otherwise  general  practice  of  buying  several  pi4>e8,  with  a 
new  to  filling  up  the  ullage,  (say  of  four,  from  a  fifth,)'  as 
the  contents  decrease.  By  such  managcuoent,  any  penoa 
setded  at  Calcutta,  or  elsewhere,  may,  in  the  course  of 
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five  or  nz  yeturs,  become  possetsed  of  a  stock  or  excellent 
Madeira;  observing,  however,  that,  in  that  time,  erery 
fifUi  pipe  will  have  been  drawn  off,  to  fill  up  its  neigb- 
boars ;  therefore,  in  computiDg  the  value  of  such  remain- 
ing pipes,  that  of  the  [upe  thoe  expended  must  be  includ- 
ed. Nothing  can  injure  a  cargo  of  Madeira  more  than 
to  place  near  it  a  cask  of  coal-tar,  which  communicates 
to  the  wine  a  most  nauseous  fUvonr  and  scent,  render- 
ing it  totally  unfit  for  use. 

The  port-wine  used  in  India  is  generally  of  a  light 
kind,  not  unlike  what  we  may  term  Southampton  port. 
Several  years  ago,  when  clatet  began  to  be  scarce,  a  lai^ 
quantity  was  sent  out,  and  bought  up  with  readiness; 
bat,  on  account  of  its  astringent,  and,  consequently, 
heating  qualttj,  it  fell  into  disrepute.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
highly  esteemed  as  a  restorative,  especially  in  a  conva- 
-leaoent  state  after  obstinate  bowel-complaints,  and  in 
cases  of  debility  not  proceeding  from  obstructioas. 

Such  exceptions  are  indeed  rare;  for,  1  believe,  very 
few  of  the  local  diseases  are  unconnected  with  obstruc- 
tion. In  fact,  almost  every  agne,  which  is  a  very  cooo- 
mon  complaint  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  is  gene- 
rally designated  the  Hiil,  or  the  JuagU-fever,  accoiiding 
to  the  situation  in  which  it  is  engendered,  either  origi- 
nates from,  or  resolves  into,  confirmed  hepatitis. 

Porter,  pale-ale,  and  table-beer  of  great  strength,  aie 
often  drunk  after  meals.  All  these  are  found  in  the 
otmost  perfection,  for  indi&rent  malt-liquors  do  not  en- 
dure tlie  voyage,  and,  even  should  they  arrive  in  a 
sound  state,  would  meet  no  sale,  A  temporary  beverage, 
suited  to  the  very  hot  weather,  and  called  country-beer, 
ia  in  general  nse,  though  water,  artificially  cooled,  is  com- 
monly drank  during  the  repasts ;  and  nothing  can  then 
be  more  gratifying,   but  e^cially   after  eating  curry. 
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CouDtry'beer  is  made  of  about  one-fifth  part  porter^  or 
beer,  with  a  wine  glassful  of  toddy,  (or  pahn~wnu,which  is 
the  general  substitute  for  yeast,)  a  small  quantity  of 
brown  sngar,  and  a  little  grated  ginger,  or  ^e  dried  peel 
of  Seville  oranges,  or  limes,  which  are  a  omiall'kind  of 
lemon,  abounding  in  citric  acid,  and  to  be  bad  very 
cheap. 

The  great  cfaeapnees  and  abundance  of  the  materials, 
added  to  the  frequent  and  great  thirst  to  which  Euro- 
peans in  India  are  subject,  might  seem  strong  induce- 
ments to  the  free  use  of  punch,  lemonade,  sanguee, 
oegua,  &c.  The  reverse  is,  however,  the  case ;  for,  with 
the  exception  of  the  lowest  classes,  all  such  beverages 
are  justly  discarded.  They  are  deleterious;  rarely  foil- 
ing, in  the  6r8t  instance,  to  injure,  and  ulUmately  to  dis- 
grace all  who  yield  to  the  temptation.  Fortunately,  that 
temptation  is  not  strong,  as  liquors  of  a  superior  quality  ' 
are  found  to  be  more  wholesome  and  pleasant,  and,  in 
the  long  run,  not  much  dearer.  Besides,  there  is  a  cer* 
tain  odium  attaches  in  India  to  all  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  drinking  spirits,  whether  raw  or  diluted.  In  a  clu 
mate  so  ungenial  to  European  constitutions,  and  where,  as 
just  remarked,  thirst  ta  often  very  distressing,  the  fre- 
quent recourse  to  brandy  ahrob  pauay  (brandy  and  water) 
never  fails  to  produce  that  sottishness  at  all  times  despi- 
cable, but  peculiarly  unsuitcd  to  Oriental  society,  in  which 
at  least  the  better  half  are  men  of  very  liberal  education, 
and  all  are  gentlemen. 

It  may  indeed  be  said,  without  fear  of  refutation,  that 
fewer  deviations  from  propriety  are  to  be  found  in  the 
British-Indian  settlements,  than  in  one-tenth  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  same  classes  in  any  other 
country. 

This  superiority  results,  not  simply  from  the  advantage 
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pOBeeased  hj  almost  every  individnal  in  the  CoaipUi;*i 
terrice,  and  in  titri  mercantile  branchei,  of  an  edocatioU 
in  the  moet  respectable  SeminftrieB,  Sec.,  add  of  being 
early  initiated  in  the  walkB  of  decomm  and  integrity 
among  tbeir  reapecUre  friends  in  Eorope.  It  proceeda, 
in  a  great  meaBuie,  from  the  nature  of  the  dimate,  and 
from  that  mode  of  association  which  (he  duties  attendant 
upon  each  profession,  as  «ell  as  certain  localitiefe,  aeem 
imperiously  to  ibcnl^te. 

It  has  been  before  shewn,  OaA  taverns,  pUDch-hOnaea, 
fcc,  are  by  no  means  places  of  resort,  as  in  Enrope. 
There  is  no  sach  thing  aa  a  boffee-room,  merely  as  snch ; 
Unless  we  80  cottsider  the  few  houses  of  certain  French  and 
Bnglilh  tratatn  and  rtttauratmrt,  who  occasionally  ac- 
commbdate  committees  of  shipping,  or  town  meetings, 
Stc,  and  who  send  out  diunera  to  any  part  of  the  town, 
'  or  its  vicinity,  on  terms  advant^eons  to  both  parties. 
Therefore,  under  such  eiceptions,  which  are  rare,  and 
setting  apart  the  ctute  operations  of  the  beeF-steak  clubs, 
&c.,  it  may  property  be  said,  that  coffeeJiouse  associa- 
tion is  nhknown  in  Calcutta,  at  least  among  the  respect- 
able members  of  the  community.  Neither  does  any 
.  corps  in  the  Company's  service  keep  a  mess ;  all  the 
officers  dining  either  at  home  or  in  small  parties,  ac- 
cording as  their  several  fancies  or  occasion  may  lead 
them. 

Among  the  gentiemen  of  the  civil  service,  the  society 
is  far  less  diversified  than  in  Europe;  therefore,  inter- 
course with  persons  in  any  way  unacceptable,  may  be 
easily  avoided.  In  this  instance,  however,  there  is  the 
most  liberal  consideration :  while  any  hope  of  reform 
may  remain,  there  will  rarely  be  found  a  disposition  to 
exile  a  man  from  that  converse  with  his  countrymen, 
without'which  he  can  neither  preserve  the  appearance  of 
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respectability  among  the  natiTea,  nor>  in  all  ppobability, 
recfltve  the  approbation  of  Goverament.  Hence,  what  ta 
cionimonly  called  i  blaok-sheep,  n  a  most  marked  and 
forlorn  character  throughout  the  Eaat^  and,  coase> 
quently,  is  very  acaroe. 

Many  years  ago,  when  it  waa  cnatomary  for  the 
GoTNiior-Qeneral,  and  aome  of  the  leading  gentlemen, 
Boch  as  the  Members  of  Coonoil,  &c,  to  have  weekly 
pHblic  breakouts,  peraons  of  all  chaiactnrs  mixed  pro- 
miscooualy,  and  good  and  bad-were  to  be  seen  around 
the  same  tea-pot.  This  occasioned  a  native  of  some  con- 
sequence to  remark,  that,  "among  Europeans,  all  who 
wore  a  bat  and  breeches  were  gmtlemen."  The  sarcasm 
was  not,  however,  quite  applicable ;  the  bred^&st  being 
considered  as  merely  the  pretace  to  a  levee.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  be  expected,  that  on  such  occasions,  per- 
sons of  every  deaoiption,  Who  had  public  basinesa  to 
transact  ai  the  levee,  would  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity, without  refer^tce  to  the  opinions  of  others 
regarding  their  private  conduct.  After  the  arrival  of 
Marquis  Comwaltis,  these  public  breakfasts  were  discon- 
tinued, and  succeeded  by  open  levees.  This  waa  certainly 
pleaaahter  for  both  thfe  Governor  and  the  governed. 
There  are,  however,  to  this  day  some  remains  of  the 
former  ceremony  preserved  among  a  few  of  the  principal 
gentry  ;  who,  on  certain  days,  expect  to  see  their  friends^ 
and  others  who  may  wish  to  consult  them.  Soioe  have 
two  levees,  if  they  may  be  so  designated,  weekly ;  one 
for  Europeans,  aitd  one  for  natives  i  but  such  cannot  be 
considered  officiid. 

A  brtnkfast  in  India  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
same  meal  in  Scotland,  with  the  exception  of  whiskey ; 
the  introduction  of  which,  (if  to  be  had,)  or  of  any  othei 
spirits,  would  be  considered  both  nauseous  an^  vulgar. 
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The  general  bill  of  Itire  consistB  of  tea,  coffee,  toast, 
bread,  butter,  eggs,  rice,  salt-fieh,  Idtekety,  (a  kind  of 
olio,)  various  sweetmeats  prepared  in  tfae  conntiy,  especi- 
ally preferred  ginger,  and  onwge  marmalade,  honey,  tic ; 
and,  after  hunting  or  shooting,  occaaionally  cold  meat, 
with  proper  accompaniments. 

During  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  breakfast  is  rather 
a  substflQtial  meal.  European  gentlemen  generally  rise 
about  day-break,  and  either  proceed  to  the  parade,  or 
to  their  field  dirersioiiB,  or  ride  on  horseback,  or  on 
elephaots ;  thus  enjoying  the  cool  air  of  the  morning. 
From  the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  October, 
the  san  is  very  powerful,  even  when  the  atnioaphere  is 
overcast  with  very  dense  clouds.  This  induces  all  who 
ride  for  health,  or  pleasure,  to  avoid  violent  exercise ; 
proceeding  generally  in  small  parties,  each  attended  by 
bis  tuee,  who  carries  a  whisk  of  horse-hair,  fastened  to  a 
short  lacquered  stick,  to  drive  away  flies,  which  are  ge- 
nerally very  troublesome  both  to  horses  and  riders.  -  It  is 
not  uncommon  to  see  the  backs  of  horses  covered  with 
these  noxious  insects,  which,  by  their  buzzing,  and  their 
attempts  to  alight  on  the  iace,  produce  extreme  irritatifm. 
During  some  part  of  the  year,  when  scarcely  a  leaf  is  in 
motion,  and  the  clouds  hang  very  low,  exercise,  even  so 
early  in  the  morning,  is  often  more  injurions  than  refresh- 
ing. At  such  seasons,  nothing  but  the  abundant  peispi- 
roUoQ  which  then  relaxes  the  whole  frame,  and  absolutely 
ooses  through  the  light  clothing  in  conuaon  use,  could 
prevent  ^e  occtirrence  of  inflammatory  diseases.  Many 
from  uneasiness,  in  consequence  of  this  unpleasant  exu- 
dation, change  their  linen  three  or  four  times  widiin  the 
day.  Yet,  however  refreshing  such  a  change,  it  cannot 
be  recommended  ;  experience  proving  tliat  a  consider- 
able lov  of  strength  is  the  inseparable  consequence  of 
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Buch  an  indulgence.  It  is  beet  to  have  night  apparel,  and 
to  ride  out  in  the  linen  worn  during  the  preceding  eTen- 
ing ;  exchuiging  this  for  a  clean  suit  on  returning,  so  as 
to  sitdowDto  breakfast  in  comfort. 

Those  who  are  subject  to  bile  cannot  too  cautiously 
regard  their  diet,  which  should  be  sparing,  and  confined 
to  viands  dreBsed  in  a  simple  manner.  Many  geutlemea 
of  the  faculty,  .in  England,  consider  e^s  moderately 
boiled,  as  rather  henefivial  in  bilious  cases;  from  a  notion 
that  the  yolk  assimilates  with  the  bile,  and  carries  it  qS. 
But  practice  is  better  than  theory ;  and  such  as  maintain 
this  hypothesis  should  view  the  number  of  patients  who 
appear  to  owe  their  pains  and  sorrows  merely  to  the  prac- 
tice of  eating  eggs  for  breakfast  In  the  climate  of  Eug- 
land,  to  a  person  with  a  robust  constitution,  and  a  digestioD 
which  might  vie  with  that  of  an  ostrich,  eggs  may  be 
innocent ;  but,  in  the  East,  where  relasation  weakens  the 
powers  of  digestion,  they  are  a  pernicious  article  of 
diet.  If,  as  physicians  assert,  assimilation  take  place, 
it  assuredly  is  on  the  wrong  side ;  for>  as  all  oriental 
practitioners  will  probably  allow,  by  the  use  of  ^gs  the 
bile  is  considerably  augmented,  but  not  carried  oS. 

However  grateful  many  of  the  other  articles,  such  as 
salt-fish,  &c.  may  be,  as  they  cannot  tend  much  to  the 
preservation  of  health,  they  should  be  discarded  from  the 
breakfast-table.  Many^on  this  subject  can  speak  feel- 
ingly. Unable  to  withstand  what  appeared  a  very  allur- 
ing temptation,  thirst,  heat,  and  uneasiness  generally  fol- 
lowed the  imprudence,  and  gave  occasion  for  many  a 
nauseous  dose,  which  had  been  avoided  by  a  moderate 
exercise  of  discretion.  Let  juvenile  readers  then,  espe- 
cially, who  may  be  about  to  proceed  to  India,  forbear  to 
indulge  in  breakfasts  such  as  have  been  described. 

The  tea  used  in  India  is  green,  or  hyson,  wilh  very 
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little  bobfla.  lUnly  ctn  either  kind  be  obtained  id  good 
conditLon,  aa  the  climate  speedily  renders  Ua,  if  exposed 
to  tbe  air,  unfit  for  use.  On  this  account,  leaden  catties, 
generally  containing  from  four  to  ten  pbunds,  are  em> 
ployed  for  preserving  it.  tbete  catties  fit  in  pairs,  or,  if 
large,  singly  into  neat  boxes  provided  uitb  locks.  Uttle 
tea  being  sold  retail,  it  is  usual  for  a  few  friends,  per- 
haps three  or  four,  to  join  id  the  purchase  of  a  chest, 
'nius,  they  would  secure  the  purchase  of  a  good  quality ; 
yet,  to  say  the  truth,  it  is  seldom  of  much  importance 
whether  the  tea  be  good  or  bad ;  for  it  is  always  made 
at  a  side-table  by  some  menial  who  knows  nothing  of 
tbe  matter,  and  who  never  tastes  it;  hence  a  cup  of  good 
tea  is  really  a  rarity.  This  must  appear  extraordinary, 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  mauy  vessels,  in  five  or  ux 
weeks  only  from  China,  unlade  at  Cald^ta. 

The  Arabs  convey  an  abundance  of  fine  coffee  fi-om 
Mocha  to  every  part  of  India.  This  they  sell  at  a  high 
price.  Bourbon  and  the  Mauritius  raise  coffee  of  an 
itaferior  quality ;  and,  within  a  few  years,  considerable 
plantations  have  been  formed  at  Chittagong, — the  produce 
of  which  is  abundant,  but  not  to  he  compared  even  with 
the  French  coffee. 

Some  coffee  has  been  found  to  have  a  very  salt,  and 
rather  bitter  taste,  the  cause  of  which  was  unknown  till 
it  was  found  to  be  occasioned  by  the  Jrazils  (or gaskets) 
being  immersed  in  sea  water,  in  order  to  give  th6  berries 
that  greenish,  horny  appearance,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
the  indication  of  a  superior  quality. 

Sugorcandy  is  always  used  with  tea,  coflee,  and,  in- 
deed, for  all  such  purposes.  It  may  be  procured  of  va> 
riouH  degrees  of  purity,  and  either  of  indigenous  manu- 
facture, or  imported  from  China.  The  former  is  sold  by 
the  maund,  but  the  latter  is  in  tubs  made  of  thin  deal,  and 
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other  light  wood,  ia  which  the  candy,  kbont  sixty  pounds 
weight,  is  packed  among  dried  bamboo  leavee. 

Though  the  sugar-cane  has  been  suppoeed  to  be  indi- 
genous in  India,  yet  only  within  the  last  fifty  years  has  it 
been  cultivated  to  any  extent  Bince  the  feilure  of  crops 
in  the  West  Indies,  many  years  ago,  it  has  become  a 
moot  important  article  of  commerce.  It  is  strange  that 
die  only  sugarcandy  used  till  that  time  was  receired  from 
China.  Many  gentlemen,  however,  have  since  speculated 
deeply  in  tbe  manufacture,  and,  while  amply  serving 
themselves,  have  rescued  the  country  from  a  very  impo- 
litic imposition.  Sugarcandy,  of  tbe  first  quality,  is 
now  mann&ctured  in  verioUs  parts  of  Bengal,  and  it  is 
at  length  admitted,  that  the  raw  sugars  from  thence  are 
pre-eminently  good.  Some  of  a  very  superior  fineness, 
called  Soonamooiof,  from  a  place  of  that  name  in  the 
Burdwan  district,  has  been  sold  at  a  high  price. 

Further  infonnation  on  this  subject,  the  readers  will 
obtain  from  Mr.  Colebrooke's  excellent  Essay  on  the  Has- 
bandry  of  Bengal. 

Bread  is  not  made  of  flour,  but  of  the  heart  of  the 
wheat,  which  is  very  fine,  ground  into  what  is  called 
soo^ :  a  kind  of  meal,  which  so  tat  from  being  pulve- 
rized, beara  a  strong  resemblance  to  rather  coarse  sand. 
Sa^y  is  kneaded  like  flour,  but  there  being  no  yeast  in 
die  country,  (at  least  sudi  as  is  known  in  England  by  that 
name,)  it  is  leavened  by  means  of  fo<if^ ;  which  is  the  juice 
obtained,  as  already  described,  by  making  incisions  into 
the  tmtl,  or  palm-tree.  In  many  parts  of  India,  taul  trees 
being  very  scarce,  are  carefully  preserved  for  the  sake  of 
'the  toddy,  which  is  sold  to  the  mmbaiea,  (or  bakers,)  at 
a  high  price.  In  Bahar,  where  these  trees  are  peculiarly 
abundant,  groves  .containing  several  hundreds  are  often 
let  out  to  the  kulvmrs,  or  distillers,  to  great  advantage. 


:dbvGoogIe 


316  EAST    INDIA    VADE-MECUU. 

These  venders  of  misery  have  the  art  of  renderiDg  the 
toddy  peculiarly  potent,  by  causing  it  to  work  upou  the 
kernels  of  the  datura,  which  grows  wild  in  every  part  of 
India,  and  possesses  throughout,  in  the  stem,  root,  leaf,  or 
nut,  a  most  deleterious  property.  Todtfy  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  datura  (the  name  it  bears  in  the  East) 
acts  very  rapidly  on  the  brain  ;  producing,  when  dronk 
to  excess,  mania,  and  frequent  apoplexies. 

Bread  is  usually  made  into  small  tingle  loaves,  weighing 
about  a  pound  each,  and  double  loavei,  including  double 
the  weight.  A  large  proportion,  of  both  sizes,  is  baked 
in  tin  moulds,  of  a  brick  form.  These  are  generally  pre- 
ferred, because  they  are  rarely  scorched,  and  require  no 
rasping,  as  all  the  other  bread,  baked  in  the  form  of  heavy 
cakes,  generally  does. 

So(yi/  (the  basis  of  the  bread)  is  frequently  boiled  for 
breakfast  into  ttir-abaut,  and  eaten  with  milk,  salt,  and 
butter.;  though  some  moisten  it  with  porter; — a  curious 
medley,  by  no  meaus  suited  to  every  taste,  or  every  di- 
gestion. 

The  camp-oven,  in  common  use,  consists  merely  of  a 
very  large  naud,  or  pot,  rather  of  a  conical  form,  and  ca- 
pable of  containing  from  thirty  to  fifty  g^lons.  This 
vessel  is  prepared  for  the  purpose,  by  a  hole  punched 
through  the  bottom,  lai^e  enough  to  admit  a  man's  arm. 
It  is  then  placed,  mouth  downwards,  over  a  corresponding 
cavity,  dug  out  of  the  soil,  so  as  to  fit  close  every  way; 
but  in  order  to  allow  a  proper  draught  of  air,  two  or  more 
sloping  apertures  are  left,  passing  under  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  naud.  The  vessel  is  next  c.overed  with  turf, 
&c.,  and  thus  rendered  capable  of  retaining  a  considerable 
heat,  long  enough  to  bake  small  bread.  The  interior  be- 
ing filled  with  chips  of  wood,  charcoal,  gullies,  (dried  cow- 
dung,)  or  whatever  fuel  may  be  at  hand  ;  a  strong  fire  is 


:dbvGoogIe 


EAST   INDIA   VADE-H&CUM.  317 

k^t  op  till  the  naud  appears  to  be  nearly  at  a  red  heat. 
The  bole,  which  served  for  a  chimney,  is  then  closed,  and 
the  embers  being  withdrawn,  the  bread  is  introduced  upon 
pieces  of  iron  plate  or  tin,  boards,  leaves,  be  See. 

The  natives  invariably  eat  unleavened  bread,  generally 
wheaten,  or  of  barley-meal.  Being  made  into  a  good 
dough,  it  is  flattened  between  the  hands,  with  very  great 
dexterity,  into  cakes,  called  cluno-patties.  These  are  either 
put  at  the  edges  of  the  heated  chooiah,  or  fire-place,  or 
baked  upon  a  convex  circular  plate  of  iron,  in  diameter 
about  ten  inches,  or  a  foot.  This  plate,  called  a  towah, 
exactly  resembles  the  girdk  made^in  Scotland  for  baking 
oaten  bread,  and  is  used  in  the  same  manner. 

Milk  is  abundant  throughout  India,  especially  among 
the  Hindoos,  who  venerate  the  cow,  and  follow  all  occu- 
pations relating  to  the  dairy ;  yet  from  the  general  custom 
of  smoking  the  insides  of  all  vessels  used  for  milk,  it 
will  not  be  obtainable  in  a  state  suited  to  the  palate  of  an 
European,  unless  a  clean  pitcher,  &c.,  be  sent  to  the 
gwaUah,  or  cow-keeper,  that  the  cow  may  be  milked 
into  it. 

That  fuliginous  taste,  so  obnoxious  to  Europeans,  is 
perfectly  palatable,  and  perhaps  agreeable  to  the  natives, 
who  assign  as  a  reason  for  smoking  their  vessels,  that  it 
prevents  the  milk  from  turning.  It  is,  however,  a  ques- 
tioQ  whether  the  operation  of  scalding,  always  performed 
vhen  practicable,  while  the  milk  is  warm,  be  not  the  true 
preventive  against  acidulation.  Ceruin  it  is,  that  sour 
milk  is  very  rarely  found  in  India,  though  for  full  half 
the  year,  the  thermometer  is  generally  np  between  7ds 
and  95*  in  the  shade ;  and  in  a  Bengallee  hut,  fireqaently 
ri«i^  to  110*,  or  more. 
The  milk  obtained  from  buffaloes  is  mneb  richer  Uian 
,    that  from  cows,  though  the  butter  is  very  inferior,  gene- 
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rally  white,  and  brittle.  It,  howerer,  poMewes  qualities 
suited  to  the  climate,  and  viiuck  occaaion  the  preference 
given  to  it  by  the  Datireo,  After  being  irarmed  to  a  cei- 
tain  degree,  so  as  to  bacome  liqailied,  it  is  kept  ia  that 
state  for  a  long  time  ceaily  stationary ;  losing  thva  its 
aqueous  particles,  and  being  rendu«d  fit  for  keeping. 
When  thua  prepared,  it  is  called  gkee.  Others,  instead  of 
thifl  tedious  process,  keep  the  milk  simmering  for  some 
time  over  a  great  heat ;  but  not  without  danger  of  burn- 
ing, or  at  least,  of  giving  it  a  certain  empyreumaUc  fla- 
vour. Few  of  the  natives  touch  cow-bnttcr,  to  which 
they  attribute  many  bad  effects,  though  they  drink  ghtt 
,  by  the  quart,  and  pride  tbemaelves  not  a  little  in  being 
able  to  afford  so  luscious  an  enjoyment.  The  free  use  of 
ghee  among  those  whose  pnrses  can  provide  the  indul- 
gence, while  it  tends  to  that  corpulence  of  which  they 
are  inordinately  vain,  contributes  greatly  to  the  genera- 
tion of  bilious  diseases,  which  so  often  attack  the  more 
opulent  natives.  Ghee  and  idleness  may  be  said  to  occa- 
sion half  their  ailings.  As  an  article  of  commerce  it  is  of 
some  importance ;  many  thousand  maunds  are  sent  every 
season  from  some  of  the  grazing  districts,  auch  aa  Pur- 
mah  and  Sircarsarun,  to  the  more  cultivated  parts,  and 
e^f^ecially  to  the  western  provinces.  It  is  generally  con- 
veyed in  dubbahs,  or  bottles  made  of  green  hide,  which, 
being  freed  from  the  air,  and  worked  up  while  in  a  pliant 
state  into  the  form  of  a  carruboi/,  such  as  is  in  use  for 
spirits  of  turpentine,  &c.,  will  keep  sweet  for  a  long  time, 
if-  the  mouth  of  the  vessel  be  well  dosed.  In  this  manner 
^e  is  conveyed  by  water  in  dubhaks,  often  measuring 
nearly  a  hogshead.  A  smaller  kind  oidtMaht,  containing 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  gallons  each,  are  made  to  be  slung 
ftcrosB  tbe  backs  of  bollocks,  and  thus  oRnied  to  places 
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dutant  fr«ti)  navigable  stmma.     The  pries  of  gite  vanes 
according  to  demand  and  quality. 

BoflnloeB'  milk  may  b«  auppospd  to  posaess  a  very  con- 
tiderable  portion  of  cream,  since  one-uxth  part  tumi  to 
butter ;  whereas,  in  England,  if  a  cow,  and  it  mnst  be  a 
good  (»ie,  yield  twenty  gallons  of  milk  within  tbe  week, 
this  will  rarely  produce  ten  ponnds  of  butter,  which  Is  . 
eqnal  to  only  one-eighth  part  of  the  mass  of  milk.  The 
d'hoob  grass,  which  grows  wild  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
coantry,  is  peculiarly  nutritions ;  but  the  food  of  cattle  of 
all  descriptions  throughoot  India,  is  more  diy  and  solid 
^an  that  offered  to  cows  in  England.  Hence,  though 
the  quantity  of  milk  yielded  by  a  buffalo  may  not  be  ■ 
eqaal  to  that  of  an  English  cow  of  equal  weight,  the  pro- 
duce in  butter,  from  an  equal  qnanti^  of  milk,  will  be  in 
favour  of  the  former.  The  difficulty  of  preserving  milk 
from  the  taste  of  smoke  has  been  already  stated.  Be- 
sides tbe  cause  described,  the  difficulty  is  inoreased  by 
the  very  small  pioportion  of  milk  yielded  by  cows  in  In- 
dia ;  which  are,  with  few  exceptions,  white,  and  rarely 
grow  larger  than  the  generality  of  yearlings,  or  steers,  in 
England.  In  some  grazing  districts  they  thrive  well,  at- 
tuning io  full  thirteen  hands  high,  and  weighing,  when 
fit  for  the  butdier,  from  four  to  five  hundred  weight;  but 
aoch  are  not  very  numerous.  Butter  produced  from  cowi^ 
milk,  except  from  such  as  are  well  fed,  is  very  indifferent. 
Gentlemen  keeping  dairies,  scarcely  ten  for  all  India, 
certainly  obtain  excellent  butter ;  but  that  sold  by  the 
vmekatt-totdioh*  (the  butter-meo)would  appear  to  a  stranger 
not  to  be  made  from  the  same  species  of  animals.  Con< 
sidering  tbe  price  of  a  cow^  this  butter  is  remarkably 
dear,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  articles  of  inferior  quality. 

Qentiemen,  aa  before  meuAioited,  naoally  keep  for  the 
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supply  of  their  tea-tebleB  a  few  goats,  which  affiwd  milk 
of  a  remarkably  fine  quality,  and  are  herded  with  store 
sheep  intended  to  supply  vacancies  among  the  fatting 
stock.  The  kida  produced,  generally  twice  in  the  year, 
by  each  milch  goat,  ('mostly  twins,  and  not  anfreqnently 
three  or  eren  four  at  a  hirth,)  serve  to  keep  up  the  num- 
ber of  the  flock,  besides  yielding  occasionally  a  most  deli- 
cate viand  for  the  table.  Nor  is  any  meat  more  sweet  or 
wholesome  than  a  kid  allowed  to  suck  the  mother  at 
pleasure;  being  as  white,  and,  in  proportion,  as  fat  as  any 
veal.  Kid-meat  is  in  general  request,  as  admirably  suited 
for  rich  curriti,  and  also  roasting  remarkably  well.  It 
maybe  had  of  any  butcher ;  and  when  of  a  good  size, 
aud  duly  fatted,  a  whole  kid  weighs  about  six  pounds. 

By  the  word  butcher,  must  not  be  understood  a  shop- 
keeper, exposing  the  several  joints  of  various  animals  for 
sale,  as  in  English  markets.  On  the  contrary,  a  fat  kusse 
(cut;^ oat)  or  two,  and  two  or  three  kids,  daily,  with,  now 
and  tiieu,  a  half-fatted  ox  during  the  cold  months,  com- 
prise the  whole  business  of  an  Indian  butcher  in  full  trade. 
The  greater  part  of  his  profit  is  derived  from  slaughtering 
oxen,  calves,  pigs,  sheep,  and  kids,  for  families.  For  tfais 
service  he  receives  a  few  annas,  (or  two-pences,)  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  animal :  inmost  instances  butchers 
-take  the  skin,  pluck,  and  sometimes  the  head,  as  a  per- 
.quieite.  i 

It  is  impossible  to  produce  fiiier  mutton  than  is  served 
up  in  India ;  cor  can  there  be  finer  beef  than  that  seen  in 
most  cantonments,  and  among  fixed  residento.  At  some 
of  the  principal  military  and  civil  stations,  gentlemen,  who 
keep  a  regular  table,  usaa^y  fatten  several  bullocks  for 
winter  slaughtering.  Some  of  these  are  fed  full  two  years 
ongnifn;  and,  exclusive  of  being  burthened  with  (at  on 
the  kidneys,  &c.,  have  their  flesh  absolutely  marbled  by 
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the  admixture  of  fat  among  the  fleshy  parts.  Sometimea 
the  officerB  of  a  regimeot  join  to  fatten  four  or  five  head, 
the  parts  of  which  are  either  divided  according  to  mutual 
coDcurreoce,  or  drawn  for  by  lot.  This  supplies  fiesh 
beef  during  the  winter;  very  few  bullocks  being  killed  at 
any  other  time,  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  preserving 
the  meat.  To  persons  who  have  never  witnessed  the 
hasty  strides  of  patrefactiou  in  hot  climates,  this  forbear- 
ance from  beef,  for  so  large  a  portion  of  the  year,  may  hp- 
pear  anneceBsary.  It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that,  during  the 
close  weather,  prevalent  throughout  the  rains,  and  for  a 
certain  part  of  the  hot  season,  meat,  though  killed  only 
about  midnight,  will  often  become  putrid,  long  before  the 
rime  when  it  ought  to  be  on  the  spit ;  and  that,  too,  in 
spite  of  every  precaution. 

The  markets  at  Calcutta  are  open  at  day-break  ;  when 
very  fine  meat,  of  every  kind,  with  various  sorts  of  choice 
fish,  fruits,  vegetables,  Sec,  may  be  purchased  on  very 
reaaonable  terms.  Beef  may  sometimes  be  seen  there  in 
tiie  hottest  weather ;  for  being  cut  up  into  small  joints,  a 
bullock  may  be  readily  sold  ofi"  among  so  many  customers ; 
but,  generally,  the  prime  pieces,  witii  all  the  best  fish,  Sec., 
are  bought  up  by  sunrise.  The  refuse  joints  are  usually 
bought  by  Portuguese,  Europeans  of  the  lower  classes, 
or  persons  who  supply  the  shipping,  the  only  customers 
for  &azar-pork.  The  whole  of  the  non-coomussioned 
and  privates,  in  the  several  regiments  of  Enrc^eans,  are 
served  with  meat,  rice,  spirits,  and  fire-wood,  by  contract ; 
receiving  their  several  quotas  early  in  the  morning,  under 
the  inspection  of  their  commissioned  officers,  who  make 
their  reports  of  any  deficiencies,  either  in  quantity  or 
quality. 

Those  gentlemen  who  produce  pork  at  their  tables,  are 
very  particular  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  pigs  are  fed. 


:dbvGoogIe 


322  EABT   INDIA    VADE-IIECUM. 

Many  nre  eo  fRstidions,  as  Dot,  to  allow  any  to  be  served 
up,  ualess  edueattd,  as  it  is  called,  in  tbeir  own  sties.  The 
very  circumstance  of  being  horn  elsewhere,  absolutely  dis- 
qualifying, and  rendering  of  no  avail,  all  that  change  of 
bulk,  aud  all  that  purification,  derived  from  perhaps  a 
whole  year  of  confinemcDt  to  a  clean  sty ;  in  which  they 
are  fed  only  with  the  best  com  (gram).  This  is  carrying 
daintmesB  to  an  extreme ;  but  it  must  be  confessed,  that 
swine  in  that  part  of  the  world  are  so  offensively  greedy 
in  the  indulgence  of  their  appetites,  as  to  give  occasion 
for  many  very  reasonable  scruples  regarding  the  ase  of 
^Mr-pork ;  which  is  indiscriminately  killed  from  the  fat- 
test of  those  wanderers  that  sometimes  feast  upon  the 
moat  ofTenuve  lay-stalls. 

A  very  Inughable  circnmstance  occurred  in  1803,  at 
Berbarapore.  An  officer,  who  had  been  many  years  at 
Gibraltar,  wherea  joint  of  meat,  of  any  kind,  was  a  rarity, 
.and  probably  gave  occasion  to  no  questions  as  to  its  edu- 
catiottj  produced  at  his  table  a  very  fine  corned  leg  of  pmlt, 
of  which  all  his  guests  ate  with  great  avidity.  One  of 
them,  when  the  repast  was  over,  begged  leave  to  enquire 
how  the  gentleman  kept  his  pigs ;  what  had  been  on 
table,  being  of  a  6avour  so  superior,  that  he  presumed  it 
was  equated  ia  some  veiy  perticutar  manner.  "  Oh  no," 
answered  the  host,  "  I  pever  trowble  my  head  about 
sties.  My  man  bought  a  whole  side  of  it  this  moniing 
of  Keeloo  tha  butcher,  for  oigbt  annas."  (I6d.)  This  un- 
timely diacloBiire  operated  not  only  like  magic,  but  Kke 
eotetie  tartar.  The  whole  oompany  wers  afiected  with 
violent  sickness,  and  retired  to  give  vent,  both  to  tbe 
pork  and  to  their  feelings,  on  so  dreadful  an  oficaeion. 
However,  none  died  in  consequence  of  having  been  thus 
poisoned ;  but  the  whole  station  received  the  tale  with 
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horror,  and  resolved,  to  a  man,  nevsr  to  accept  another 
invitation  from  the  anfortanate  hero  of  the  rock. 

Very  few  officers  have  piggeries ;  they  commonly  con- 
tent themselves  with  hams  and  cheeks  imported  from 
England.  The  grossness  of  the  viand  is,  however,  so 
very  inappropriate  to  the  climate,  that,  even  after  the 
most  delicate  m&nagement,  pork  is  hy  no  means  con- 
sidered as  a  choice  di^ ;  sucking  pigs  are  more  generdly 
approved. 

Veal  can  so  very  seldom  be  obtained  in  the  market,  of 
ft  quality  fit  for  the  table,  that  four  or  five  friends  com- 
monly join  to  rear  calves  for  their  own  expenditure,  di- 
viding every  calf  that  is  slaughtered.  The  best  and  most 
economical  plan  is,  to  agree  with  some  butx^er,  to  re- 
ceive of  him  a  cow  and  calf,  the  latter  being  newly  bom, 
and  to  return  him  the  mother,  after  the  calf  has  been 
kilted,  together  with  four  rupees  (lOs.).  By  this  mode, 
the  calf  will  thrive  admirably  if  the  cow  be  well  fed ;  but 
it  is  a  common  and  useful  practice  to  give  the  calf,  three 
times  duly,  as  much  scalded  milk  as  it  can  drink,  drench* 
ing  it  either  with  a  horn  or  a  quart  bottle.  From  three 
to  four  quarts,  in  each  of  which  the  yolk  of  a  fresh  egg 
is  beat  up,  will  commonly  produce  the  desired  effect,  ren- 
dering the  meat  very  fine  by  the  end  of  a  month;  the 
ofual  age  at  which  they  are  slaughtered.  What  with  the 
food  of  the  mother,  the  milk  and  eggs  given  to  the  calf, 
and  the  necessary  attendance,  a  gold-mohur  (jC2.)  will 
generally  be  expended  upon  each  calf,  unless  several  be 
kept  together  as  a  successive  supply  for  the  table;  in 
which  case,  about  twelve  rupees  will  be  found  the  average 
expense.  In  this  is  reckoned  the  expense  on  a  calf  which 
will,  now  and  then,  perhaps  erne  in  five,  prove  a  bad  one ; 
and,  notwithstanding  every  precaution,  either  scour  or  pine. 
y2 
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From  the  extreme  fintipatby  which  the  homed  cattle 
or  India  always  exhibit  towards  Europeaiu,  it  is  impossi- 
ble  to  remedy  many  bad  practices  and  neglects  to  which 
these  animals  are  subject  under  the  care  of  the  native 
servants.  An  Indian  ox  or  cow,  when  at  liberty,  is  always 
carefully  shunned,  lest  it  should  indulge  its  savage  dis- 
position. A  stranger,  on  first  entering  the  country,  would 
suppose  the  cattle  to  be  wild  instead  of  domesticBted ; 
for  not  one  in  a  thousand  will  admit  the  approach  of  an 
European ;  nor  are  they  always  more  gentle  towards 
Btnuigers  of  any  description.  As  to  what  are  called  lane 
bnfialoes,  they  are  commonly  fiercer  than  any  British  bull, 
and,  with  calves  at  their  sides,  will  attack  man  and  horse 
with  unbounded  ferocity.  Hence,  it  ia  extremely  proper 
to  be  cautious  of  approaching  herds,  or  single  cattle  of 
either  kind,  even  when  tolerably  mounted.  Sometimes, 
in  riding  through  the  country,  and  especially  where  jielt 
(falkea)  ue  to  be  forded,  or  pools  to  be  passed,  the  unwary 
traveller  finds  himself,  on  a  sudden,  within  a  few  yards  of 
a  whole  herd  of  bufikloe»,  which,  to  avoid  the  heat  of 
mid-day,  will  wallow  in  the  nuddy  water,  bo  deep  that 
only  their  noses  and  eyes  are  above  the  surface.  Among 
rushes,  &c>  even  those  part*  are  not  discernible,  or,  if  in 
an  open  expanse,  may  be  easily  mistaken  for  clods  of 
mud ;  for  the  horns  lie  back  towards  the  fiilse  ribs.  On 
a  andden,  the  whole  herd  sometimes  rise,  and,  at  least, 
frighten  the  horse,  of  whatever  the  rider^s  heart  may  be 
made.  Such  a  surprise,  and  from  animals  that,  according 
to  the  ojd  saying,  "  give  but  a  word  and  a  blow,  and  the 
blow  comes  first,"  is  far  from  pleasant.  In  such  situa- 
tions,  all  depends  on  the  conduct  of  the  leading  bull.  If 
he  snorts,  shakes  his  horns,  and  advances,  the  danger  is 
immment.      But  it  frequently   happens,    that,    whether 
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owing  to  lassitude,  or  th«  absence  of  any  object  particu- 
larly irritatiog  to  buSkloes,  of  which  a  red  coat  may  be 
considered  the  extreme,  the  herd  content  tberaselveB  with 
risiDg  from  their  reclined  postures,  and,  after  those  who 
roused  them  may  have  passed  on,  again  sink  into  the 
fiieDdly  pool. 

The  Bri^sh  settlers  in  India  are  extremely  indebted  to 
the  Batch  for  many  essential  improvements.  The  small 
town  of  ChinRurah,  situate  about  twenty-eight  miles 
north  of  Calcutta,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hoogly  rirer,  has, 
in  this  instance,  proved  serviceable  to  India  at  large. 
The  Dat4^,  to  whom  it  appertained  before  the  war,  in- 
troduced the  culture  of  that  invaluable  esculent,  the  po- 
tatoe,  received  Irom  their  settlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  They  were  also  the  first  to  shew  any  disposition 
for  horticulture.  From  them  the  British  received  annu- 
ally the  seeds  of  every  kind  of  vegetable  for  the  table, 
and  several  plants  much  wanted,  especially  various  kinds 
of  pot-herbs.  They  likewise  supplied  vines,  from  which 
innumerable  cuttings  have  been  dispensed  to  every  part 
of  Bengal  and  its  upper  dependencies.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  provinces,  at  least  those  parts  skirting  the 
ranges  of  hills  that  bound  them,  produce  immense  quan- 
tities  of  wild  vines,  which  during  the  rains  bear  par- 
tially grapes  of  a  red  colour,  and  about  the  size  of  a 
piatol-ball.  These  vines  tower  over  the  high  taul  trees, 
or  creep  along  the  rocky  masses,  especially  throughout 
the  Ramghur  district,  in  all  the  majesty  of  wild  luxu- 
riance. 

Here  is  a  field  for  speculation !  Suppose,  that  the 
wines  which  should  be  made  proved  not  of  the  best  qua- 
lity, still  the  most  important  advantages  might  be  derived 
from  the  brandy  and  vinegar  to  which  they  might  be  con- 
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Terted.  As  to  wood  for  the  staves,  uid  iroo  for  tbs 
hoops,  they  are  both  on  the  spot;  and,  for  distiUatioo, 
abundsncfl  of  snfficiratly  skilful  meo  may  be  found  among 
the  natives.  Fuel  is  every  where  abandant ;  it  is.  indeed, 
a  perfect  nuiBance.  The  ooly  impediment  alledged  is,  that 
the  neighbouring  streams  are  not  generally  navigable,  or, 
perhaps,  (Hily  for  a  few  months  in  tim  year.  They  might, 
however,  be  easily  rendered  adequate  to  every  purpoaei 
there  being  lime-etone  in  various  adjacent  hills,  white, 
among  the  convicts,  who  are  in  a  state  of  idleness  for  the 
most  part,  many  persons  might  be  selected  fnlly  capable 
of  constructing  whatever  masonry  or  timber  work  should 
be  found  necessary. 

Some  years  ago,  this  suggestion  was  snbmiited  to  the 
Directors.  The  Indian  minister  of  that  day  was  forcibly 
atfnck  with  the  obvious  facility  of  fonnding  an  immense 
national  concern :  end,  had  be  remained  in  office,  would 
probahly  have  taken  means  to  ascertain  every  point  with 
the  utmost  exactitude:  the  result  must  have  been  per- 
fectly satiftbctory. 

Rum  is  made  in  Bengal,  as  in  the  West  Indies,  from 
refuse  sugar  :  its  quality  is  by  no  means  inferior.  Afttr 
being  six  years  in  the  godown,  (warehonse,)  it  baa  been 
compared  with  Jamaica  Rum,  warranted  teO  years  old, 
and  the  preference  decided  in  its  favour.  As  to  ana^, 
which  is,  in  a  manner,  pecidiar  to  the  East,  the  native 
distillers  produce  enellant  alcohol,  which,  aflcr  being 
properly  rectified,  and  kept  for  some  years,  proves  hm  ez* 
cellent  spirit,  and  is  snpposed  to  be  &r  more  wholesome 
than  rum. 

Thougli,  on  the  whole,  the  fish  bronght  to  the  Cal" 
cutta  markets  cannot  be  comjiared  with  snch  as  ore  seen 
at  Billiug^te,  !lc.,  there  are  some  kinds,  which  might 
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please  the  ntott  dainty  aptcure.  The  hilsah,  (nr  sable 
fiah,)  which  seems  to  be  in  the  mid-way  between  a 
awckarel  and  a  salmon,  as  to  form,  geatral  appearance, 
aod  flavour,  is,  perhaps,  the  richest  fish  with  which  any 
cook  is  acquainted.  It  so  abounds  with  tot^  that  most 
persons,  after  being  served  with  a  portion,  immerse  it  it) 
bMliog  water,  brought  in  a  sonp-plate ;  which  causes  a 
large  quantity  of  greAM  to  float  When  baked  in  vinegar, 
or  preserved  in  tamarinds,  the  hilsah  is  remorkahty  fine. 

like  the  salmon,  these  mn  up  to  the  very  spring-heads, 
aveming  to  abound  more  and  more  as  tbey  approach  them, 
tbough  tbey  grow  to  the  largest  size  immediately  within 
the  tide's  reach.  Passtag  beyond  titat,  they  dart  up  as 
far  Bfl  possible  daring  the  season^  returning,  after  spawn- 
ing, to  Uie  sea.  They  ore  in  perfection  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  rains. 

The  bickty  (or  cookap)  very  strongly  resembles  the 
jack^  utd  grows  to  an  enonnons  size.  They  have  been 
seen  more  than  eight  feet  Imig,  and  weighing  full  a 
atannd  (821b.).  The  average  size  at  which  they  are  brought 
to  market,  may  be  from  eighteen  to  thir^  inches  long ; 
aad  their  weight  from  two  to  ten,  or  twelve  pounds. 
'  They  flake  like  cod,  to  which  also  their  flavour  assi-i 
milatesi 

Sola,  of  a  diminutive  size,  are  sometimes  to  be  bad  at 
Calcutta:  the  natives  call  them  kookoor Jibbyi,  (dogs' 
tonnes,)  in  allusion  to  their  shape.  These  arc  sometimes 
caught  in  the  brackish  waters,  among  the  bicMttft,  er 
cockups,  or  in  the  flat  sands  about  Diamond  Harbour* 
Stc.  Pravnu  of  a  very  good  size,  and  very  small  cray 
fish,  are  found  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  also  a  kind  of 
eel  called  bautn.  This,  however,  bears  more  rasemblance 
to  the  gar,  or  guud-fisb,  of  which  millions  may  be  taken 
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in'moBt  of  the  freih'Vnter Jetb,  (lakes,)  though  nnly 
exceeding  a  foot  in  length. 

The  roey,  or  r'hooee,  is  a  species  of  the  carp,  as  is  also 
the  meergah.  They  both  abound  in  the  great  rivers,  and 
in  all  the  waters  which  connect  with  them,  though  die 
r'hooet  are  most  numerous,  and  thrire  greatly  in  pooda. 
The  meergah  are  of  a  browner  colour,  and  in  weight  rarely 
exceed  ten  pounds,  whereas  the  r'hooet  are  often  fooDdof 
fifty  pounds  weight,  and  sometimes  up  to  a  maond. 

The  cutlah  is  a  apeaes  of  perch,  though  some  conuder 
it  the  bream  kind.  It  is  found  only  in  great  rivers;  is 
generally  of  a  dark  colour,  approaching  to  black,  and 
commonly  weighs  A-om  ten  to  six^  pounds. 

The  r'hooee,  the  meergah,  and  the  cutiah,  may  bs  taken 
by  angling ;  also  the  lo/y,  a  species  of  the  jack,  and 
nearly  as  voracious. 

Trouti,  as  large  as  smelts,  are  sometimes  seen  in  those 
small  streams  that  have  their  rise  among  mountains,  \fat 
not  so  distinctly  spotted  as  in  Europe.  They  are,  indeed, 
very  scarce,  and  have  generally  a  small  red,'  gold,  or  black 
spot  on  each  scale.  The  adipous  fin,  by  whidi  all  the 
salmon  tribe  are  distinguished,  is  scarcely  elevated  aboi% 
the  loins. 

The  fresh-water  anchovy,  called  by  the  natives  chthoar, 
is  found  in  shoals  on  every  flat  sand  throughout  the  great 
riven.  These  are  generally  scared,  so  as  to  precipitate 
themselves  on  the  beach.  Two  men,  wading  in  the  water 
up  to  their  knees,  gradually  draw  a  line  of  fifty  or  sixty 
feet  in  length,  every  where  laden  with  small  coloared 
rags,  in  such  manner  as  to  enclose  the  ckeltoan  in  a  cre^ 
cent,  and  ultimately  to  drive  them  ashore.  Occasionally 
are  found  among  the  booty,  mullets  of  a  small  size,  re- 
maikably  sweet  and  firm.  Shoals  of  them  are  commonly 
seen  struggling  against  the  current,  especially  in  the  cold 
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mouths,  with  their  eyes  out  of  the  water.  Tlieir  motions 
are  very  nimble,  and  they  are  not  to  be  taken  by  angling ; 
but  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  several  killed  by  a  round 
of  small  8faot  from  a  common  fowling-piece. 

The  tingrah,  a  kind  of  fresh-water  gurnet,  is  extremely 
voracious,  and  grows  to  a  good  size,  often  weighing  eight 
or  nine  pounds ;  though  the  average  ia  from  two  to  four. 
They  are  very  strong,  and  when  hooked,  afford  ample 
amusement  The  skait  grows  to  full  twelve  or  fourteen 
pounds,  and  is  common  in  all  great  rivers,  but  must  be  han- 
dled with  caution,  on  account  of  its  dreadful  spine  about 
the  centre  of  the  tail.  The  two  last-mentioned  fishes  aie 
rarely  seen  at  table ;  nor  the  bualiee,  which  is  rather  fiat, 
and  like  eels,hasacontinuedahdominalfin.  This  fish  is  ex- 
tremely coarse,  but  desperately  rapacious ;  seizing  almost 
any  bait  with  avidity,  but  when  hooked,  affording  little 
sport. 

The  pujiak,  of  the  same  description,  but  instead  of 
weighing,  as  the  buaUee  often  does,  from  ten  to  fifteen 
pounds,  seldom  reaches  so  many  ounces.  Its  flesh  ia  re- 
markably rich  and  sweet,  but  when  hooked,  it  is  as  little 
disposed  as  the  former  to  resist.  The  most  esteemed  fish  ia 
that  called  by  the  natives  tupi^,  but  by  Europeans  ttuin- 
go^fish,  on  account  of  its  appearing  about  the  time  that 
maiigoei  first  come  into  season,  when  it  comes  up  with  the 
tide.  In  appearance  it  is  not  unlike  the  smelt,  though 
rather  deeper,  and  with  reddish  fins.  The  flesh  is  fine, 
and  the  roe  deservedly  esteemed  to  be  delicious.  An  im- 
meose  quantity  are  cured  by  being  slightly  salted  and  sun- 
dried;  after  which,  they  are  smoked  for  a  short  time  over 
a  fire  made  of  chaff.  Sec. 

Turtle  of  about  a  cwt.,  are  found  in  almost  every  river 
and  creek,  and  in  some  of  the  large  7ee/5.''^ough  very 
rarely  seen  in  standing  waters,  and  then,  perhaps,  only  in 
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a  state  of  migration.  Their  fleeh  is  pecnliariy  unwhole- 
some ;  and  BO  far  from  being  like  the  sea-tartles,  com- 
poaed  of  partn  resembling  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl^  may  be 
aptly  compared  with  bacon  of  the  cousest  description, 
and  somewhat  rancid.  The  batckwah,  or  fretb-water  her 
ring  (though  it  has  no  scales)  is  one  of  the  best  fishes 
the  Indian  riTen'S  produce ;  but  a  genera]  prqadice  against 
its  selection  of  food  is  entertained,  and  with  much  justice. 
The  most  appropriate  baita^ror  fishes,  generally,  are  the 
goorgoory,  (or  grylliu  THOMtromt,)  and  the  cock-roaeh  (or 
blattd).  It  would  be  endless  to  recount  all  the  kinds  of 
fishes  in  the  streams  and  lakes  of  India;  but  it  may  be 
justly  stated,  that  in  some  parts  their  nnmbers  are  so  greet 
as  to  corrupt  the  waters.  With  respect  to  the  miBOr  spe- 
des  of  fish  occasionally  served  at  table,  they  are  very  nu- 
merous, and,  in  most  places,  abnndaDt.  Every  creek  and 
jeel  is  full  of  them,  and  in  every  village  in  their  vicinity 
there  are  persons  provided  with  an  apparatus  for  catching 
en  ample  supply.  On  the  larger  pieces  of  water  are  usuaU 
)y  either  canoes  or  dingia,  which,  with  their  owners, 
are  subservient  to  the  Jemmadars,  or  head-boroughs,  and 
may  also  be  set  in  motion  for  a  very  trivial  present, 
ostensibly  made  to  the  labourer,  bat  commonly  tranrferred 
privately  to  that  proud,  imperious,  and  aTaricioua  officer, 
or  Poultry,  which  next  come  under  consideration, 
there  is  great  Variety.  Fowls,  capons,  docks,  geese, 
turkies,  and  pigeons,  have  been  sold  in  every  city,  or 
great  station,  at  very  modmrnte  prices,  though  bow  rather 
on  the  increase.  As  a  general  average  of  fine  chickens, 
called  tkujaha,  ten  could  be  had  for  a  ropes  (three-pence 
each);  of  middle-sized,  or  meem-kabobbies,  (small  roa8terB,> 
seven  or  eight  for  a  rupee  (about  four-pence  each) ;  and 
of  good-sized  roasters,  or  kabobbiei,  five  for  a  rupee, 
(about  sixpence  each). 
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Capons  can  be  procured  only  in  parlJcolar  parts  of  the 
cODDtry.  Iliey  are  geoemlly  white^  and  bo  cheap  that 
ten  or  twelre  majf  be  boagbt  for  a  rupee.  In  the  moim- 
tainoufl  Tomar  district,  where  they  are  produced  in  int- 
medse  Dnmbers  by  the  Pahariahi*,  or  Hill  people,  oo 
less  than  twenty-nine  hare  been  purchased  for  that  bqio, 
or  for  one  penny  each, 

Ducka  thrive  prodigiously  throughout  India,  but  not 
tiufkies,  which  are  extremely  tender,  and  cannot  endure 
the  great  beats  of  summer,  unless  allowed  to  graze  upon 
a  plot  well  watered,  and  generally  sheltered  from  tbe  sun. 
It  is  not  uncommon  Co  see  them  crowding  to  some  little 
Terdant  spot  under  the  shade  of  the  lee-stde,  where  a  cur- 
rent of  air,  refrigerated  by  the  tattiet,  passes  out  from  the 
bHngalow,  Scc.  Without  such  a  restorative,  they  would  pine 
away,  and  speedily  disappoint  tbe  hopes  of  their  owner. 
Among  the  grass  on  the  plots  generally  preserved  near 
tbe  dwelling,  it  is  common  to  see  immense  nambers  of 
ants  of  all  descriptions^  which  resort  thither  both  for  cool* 
ness,  and  to  collect  the  seeds  perpetually  foiling,  tt  is 
strange,  but  tfne,  that  these  little  depredators  are  not 
easily  deterred,  by  the  water  being  laid  on  occasionallyt 
from  forming  their  nests  in  aueh  plots  of  gr&ss,  though 
they  generally  prefer  some  dry  hard  w&lk,  or  lercd  area. 
Along  tfatse  they  form  little  paths,  by  laying  the  gravel, 

*  Tbew  Paitaiaht  are  moK  immediately  draungauhed  by  the  dctig- 
nalion  of  JJangaht.  Tbej  are  of  a  imall  stature,  Tei;  poor  indeed, 
rather  squalid,  bat  capable  of  uadergoiag  great  fatigue.  They  arc 
most  adroit  io  the  exercise  of  the  bow ;  and  after  perfoimbg  the  littls 
labour  needful  for  the  cnltiTation  of  the  Tallies,  they  geoeially  repair 
It  certain  seasoos  to  the  military  and  civil  stations  in  the  neighbouring 
districis  of  Hunghnr,  tie.,  where  they  serve  as  bearers,  especially  on 
the  new  toad,  which  is  much  frei]nented  by  gentlemcD  travelling 
iawi,  (post,]  in  paian^mit,  to  or  from  the  appfx  siaijoai. 
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8ic.,  aside;  so  that  whea  robbing  some  store,  their  pro- 
gress may  not  be  obstructed.  These  paUis  may  be  traced 
for  fifty  or  sixty  yards.  They  ore  occasionally  double ; 
one  being  appropriated  for  the  egressors,  and  the  other 
for  those  returning  laden  with  the  booty.  When  the  tur- 
kies  light  upon  such  a  hue  of  march,  they  fait  to  with  a 
voracious  appetite,  seeming  to  rival  English  pheasants  in 
that .  particular,  and  exhibiting  their  satisfaction  on  re- 
ceiving a  supply  of  this  luvourite  food.  In  thus  devour' 
ing  the  ants,  they  do  great  service,  for  there  can  be  no 
companions  more  unpleasant  than  those  little  tormentors, 
whose  bite,  which  is  extremely  keen,  produces  consider- 
able irritation.  Some  of  these  ants  grow  to  full  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  in  length,  and  are  capable  of  causing 
great  pain.  Many  object  to  destroy  them,  from  an  opinion 
that  they  feed  on  white  ants.  This  is  doubtful,  thongb 
they  are  ready  enough  to  march  off  with  the  body  of  a 
dead  white  ant,  as  they  would  with  any  other  morsel  of 
animal  substance. 

The  difficulty  of  rearing  turkies,  renders  them  ex- 
tremely scarce.  Hence  it  is  not  uncommon  to  pay  a  gold 
mohur  (two  pounds)  for  a  well-grown  fat  turkey-cock. 
Few,  either  cocks  or  hens,  are  to  be  procured  in  any  part 
of  the  country  for  less  than  half  that  sum,  and  then 
chiefly  from  Portuguese  families,  wbo  gain  a  livelihood 
by  rearing  them ;  especially  about  Bandel,  a  Portuguese 
town,  thirty  miles  above  Calcutta,  where  also  are  reared 
ducks  and  geese  in  abundance.  At  all  the  great  stations, 
both  civil  and  military,  there  are  persons  by  whom  &mi- 
lies  can  be  supplied.  Fowls  are  reared  by  the  same 
persons ;  and  indeed  almost  every  Mabomedan  family 
maintains  a  few  for  its  own  uae,  and  for  sale.  Among 
Hindoos,  nothing  could  be  more  criminal  than  such  an 
employment:  the  very  touch  of  a  fowl  being  the  acme  of 
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pollution.  How  necessary  then  it  is  to  be  guarded  in 
changing  the  dress  of  native  soldiers.  Their  zeal  and 
fidelity  are  unquestionable,  but  they  instantly  revolt  at 
any  invasion,  however  slight,  of  their  religious  tenets, 
or  of  their  vulgar  prejudices.  Let  those  who  a&ct  to 
consider  such  to  be  easily  overruled,  take  a  trip  to 
Bengal,  and  insist  on  any  Hindoo  menials,  or  others, 
under  their  authority,  wearing  a  feather  in  their  turban. 

As  to  the  numerous  species  of  wild  game,  such  as  an- 
telopes, hc^-deer,  hogs,  geese,  ducks,  teal,  snipes,  orto- 
lans, quails,  partridges,  florikenB,  (or  bustards,)  pigeons 
of  sorts,  wild  and  tame,  hares,  &c.,  they  are  generally  to 
be  had  in  abundance.  Of  these  there  is  a  particular  ac- 
connt,  in  that  superb  work,  the  Wild  Spobts  oy  tr£ 
East,  where  the  details  of  every  branch  of  hunting,  shoot- 
ing, &c.,  will  be  found. 

There  are  no  wild  rabbits  in  India;  but  of  the' tame 
there  are  great  numbers  at  Calcutta,  and  some  of  subor- 
dinate stations.  The  prices  vary  according  to  demand, 
age,  and  condition.  It  is  extremely  dtfBcult  to  preserve 
them  from  their  numerous  enemies,  dogs,  jackals,  foxes, 
cats,  rats,  bats,  snakes,  hawks,  crows,  Su;.  . 

To  the  supply  of  the  table,  naturally  succeeds  a  de- 
scription of  what  relates  to  the  convenience  and  service 
of  gentlemen  resident  in  the  East. 

The  dinner  table  is  invariably  laid  with  two  cloths ; 
one  of  the  usual  size,  the  other  only  large  enough  to 
cover  the  surface.  This  is  removed  when  the  meat  is 
taken  off;  so  that  the  dessert  is  laid  upon  the  lower  one. 
A  napkin  is  placed  with  every  cover,  also  a  tumbler,  or 
rummer,  a  long  glass  for  claret,  and  one  of  ordinary  size 
for  Madeira.  Each  glass  has  a  cover,  to  be  lifted  off  by 
a  stud  in  its  centre.  In  opulent  families,  these  covers 
are  usually  made  of  silver,   otherwise   of  turned  wood. 
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It  IB  remarkable,  that  eome  of  the  common  indigenous 
woods  have  the  peculiar  property,  when  Died  for  this 
purpose,  of  impartiDg  a  most  offensive  smell  and  flavour 
to  water,  kc,  if  left  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  Itnivw  and  forks  are  all  of  European  manufacture, 
though,  withio  these  few  years,  aoma  excellent  imitatitnts 
have  appeared.  Yet  the  native  can,  as  yet,  scarcply  work 
at  so  low  a  rate  as  an  English  artisan,  though  he  hiu  the 
advantage  in  cheapnesa  of  living,  and  in  being  gene- 
rally exempt  irom  a  variety  of  taxes.  This  deficiency  pro- 
ceeds, on  the  part  of  the  natives,  from  their  being  obliged 
to  perform  all  those  operations  by  hand,  which  the  Eng- 
lish both  Accelerate  and  perfect  by  machioety.  Yet  the 
^eater  part  of  the  plate  used  throughout  the  country  is 
made  by  native  amiths,  who,  in  some  ioBtauces,  may  be 
seen  to  tread  very  close  on  the  heels  of  our  jewellers, 
not  only  in  the  graceAil  forms  of  the  articles,  but  in  the 
patterns,  whether  carved  or  embossed.  Such  specimens 
of  perfection  are,  however,  rare,  and  produced  diiefly 
under  the  superintendence  of  European  masters  ;  though 
pieces,  displaying  much  skill,  and  some  taste,  have  been 
made  by  rnnttars,  (goldimiths),  totally  independent  of  . 
such  aid  or  instructicm.  Speaking,  however,  of  the  com- 
mon workmaoahip  of  this  claas,  it  is  unworthy  to  be  com- 
pared with  British  plate,  on  account  of  its  indifierent 
shape  and  rude  ornaments.  HencCi  plate  sent  from 
England,  or  made  by  Europeans  settled  in  India,  very 
generally  sells  for  full  26,  or  even  for  50  per  cent,  aum 
than  what  is  mauufactured  by  native  artiaana. 

The  whole  of  the  glass-ware  used  io  India  is  sent 
from  England,  and  commonly  sells  at  from  two  to 
three  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost.  Nor  is  this 
unreasonable,  considering  how  brittle  is  the  commodity. 
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and  that  the  extent  of  sale  is  not  considerable  enough  to 
render  it,  individually,  an  object  of  adventure. 

Tablft^loth*  and  napluns  are  manufactured  in  Beveral 
parts  of  the  country,  especially  at  Patoa,  Tondab,  and 
most  of  Uiose  citiea  where  piece-goods  are  made.  Of 
some  fabrics  of  this  description  the  beauty  is  very  strik- 
ing ;  nor  is  their  durability  less  remarkable ;  lasting  in 
conetant  use  for  more  than  twelve  years.  The  prices  of 
coarse  vary  according  to  quality.  Some  of  a  coarser 
texture,  aad  a  plain  diaper,  are  extremely  cheap.  Such 
are,  however,  extremely  flimsy,  and  aevei  appear  credit- 
able. Towels  are  also  manufactured  at  various  prices. 
A  kind,  generally  of  mixed  coloured  borders,  wove  in,  is 
made  at  Chittagong.  These  are  rough,  like  what  we 
call  huckaback,  and  are  pecoiiarly  calculated  for  drying 
and  cleaning  the  ekm  after  washing,  but  are  not  so 
durable  as  the  plain  diapers. 

Great  quandtiei  of  furniture  are  sent  from  Europe, 
beit^  taken  to  pieces,  and  packed  within  a  very  small 
space.  Of  this  description,  mahogany  tables  and  chairs 
fonn  by  far  the  greater  portion;  few  other  articles  being 
■hipped,  except  now  and  then  we  see  a  few  bureaus, 
secretaire*,  ecritoires,  Stc.  All  such  commodities  would 
bear  even  a  higher  price  than  u  now  charged  for  them, 
were  it  noi  that,  among  the  natives,  as  well  as  among 
European  carpenters  and  joinera  settled  in  Calcutta,  the 
British  mechanics  experience  considerable  and  very  sac- 
oessful  rivahhip. 

The  excellence  and  variety  of  the  woods,  produced  in 
almost  every  part  of  India,  and  the  fadlity  with  whiph 
they  are  brought  to  market,  present  the  most  favour- 
able aids  to  the  Indian  artiaaua.  Owing  to  their 
want  of  capital,  their  work  is  raiely  found  to  answer; 
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for  BB  they  cannot  afford  to  bny  a  stock  of  wood  before- 
hand,  and  to  allotr  time  for  its  seaaoning,  it  warpB,  and 
BometimeB  lireB  from  end  to  end.  On  the  coatnuy, 
when  a  gentUmaa  is  at  the  puns,  and  has  the  oppor- 
tunity, to  saw  up  his  own  wood,  and  to  season  it  pro- 
perly, it  will  commonly  be  found  folly  to  answer  hia  ex> 
pectations,  both  in  respect  to  durability  and  polish. 
.  Though,  in  some  instances,  there  is  an  obvious  cheapness 
in  employing  a  native  carpenter:  it  may  safely  be  as- 
serted, that,  ID  the  end,  what  with  delay,  impositions, 
imperfections,  Sec.,  it  is  frequentiy  found  to  be  a  dear 
purchase,  of  a  trifling  saring.  Persons  arriving  in  India 
should  visit  the  several  dep6ts  of  furniture  at  every 
auction-warehouse,  and  generally  at  the  godoumi  (ware- 
houses) of  the  European  shopkeepers.  There  is,  besides, 
e  whole  street  called  the  china-bazar,  as  well  as  various 
scattered  boutiqnes,  appropriated  entirely  to  the  display 
of  European  articles  and  china-ware  of  every  descrip- 
tion. These  are  all  sold,  for  ready  money  only,  by  a 
tribe  of  Hindoo  speculators,  who,  by  attending  at  auc- 
tions, make  cheap  purchases,  and  become  perfectly  ac> 
qnaioted  with  the  qualities  of  every  article,  or,  at  least, 
with  what  gives  a  preference  in  the  eye  of  an  European. 
In  this  bazar  (or  market)  almost  every  thing  may  be 
obtained  that  an  European  can  require  for  commoD 
purposes.  He  may,  indeed,  purchase  an  ample  library, 
either  of  new  or  of  second-hand  boi^s ;  and,  generally ' 
speaking,  may  equip  himself  so  as  to  keep  house  at 
full  thirty  per  cent  cheaper  than  by  application  to  the 
European  shopkeepers. 

Though  a  few  trades,  such  as  coachmaking,  jewelleiy, 
cutlery,  armoury,  &c.,  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  uncon- 
nected with  any  other  speculation,  commodities  in  gene- 
ral are  not  separately  classed,  and  exhibited  in  shops 
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loldy  ftlloUed  to  tbenk  Od  the  contrary,  what  is  called 
an  Earopean  shop,  affords  a  rich  display  of  that  hetero- 
geneoDB  kind  of  cargo  imported  in  every  metchant-ahip 
from  that  quarter.  Consequently,  each  shop  offers  «o 
utooishing  variety  of  wares.  Liquors  of  all  kinds,  guns, 
pistolsj  glass,  tin  and  copper  ware,  crockery,  Btationery, 
shoes  and  boots,  hosiery,  wooUens,  linens,  ironmongery, 
hats,  cheese,  grocery,  and  a  great  number  of  articles  of 
the  most  opposite  natures,  may  be  found  in  the  spacious 
rooms  and  ff>dou>ru  allotted  to  the  exhibition  of  the  mis- 
cellaneons  profusion. 

Thoogb  it  is  not  common  to  see  European  goods,  espe- 
cially those  not  immediately  perishable,  selling  for  less 
thw  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  lalt-vsater 
invoices,  it  sometimes  happens,  that  an  immense  impor- 
tation of  some  few  particolar  articles  may  lower  them  to 
fiiU  fifty  per  cent  under  prime  oost.  This  is  easily  ex- 
plained. For  instance,  should  hats,  shoes,  and  bootB, 
bear  a  great  price  at  the  time  a  fleet  is  about  to  be  des- 
patched for  Europe,  the  commanders  and  oEBcers  note  it 
down,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  those  articles  a  large  pro- 
portion in  their  next  ontward-bound  cargoes.  Thus  each, 
unwittingly,  becomes  the  dupe  of  his  own  avarice ;  and, 
on  the  return  of  those  ships  to  India,  experiences  a  lament- 
able disappointment. 

However  in  Europe  genuine  china-ware  may  be  ad- 
mired, in  the  East,  Europeans  seem,  for  the  most  part, 
indifferent  to  its  beauties;  preferring  the  ornamented 
Stafford  shire- ware,  which,  owing  to  its  bulk  and  brittle- 
ness,  necessarily  bears  a  high  price  in  every  quarter  of 
India.  It  is  a  disadvanti^e  of  using  this  ware  in  so  re- 
mote a  sitnation,  that  when  from  numerous  accidents,  to 
which  such  articles  are  subject,  even  under  especial  vigi- 
lance, but  particulariy  in  the  hands  of  native  menials,  the 
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set  may  be  mnch  redaeed,  it  is  Dtterl;^  impractiotble  to 
restore  it.  With  China-ware  it  is  very  different ;  for  it  is 
not  easy  to  distingnish  between  two  complex  patterns,  if 
tolerably  alike ;  and  as  there  is  always  a  very  large  stock 
on  hand  in  the  ckttut-bazar,  there  is  almost  a  certainty 
of  being  furnished  with  any  number  of  plates,  dishes,  Ccc, 
required  to  complete  the  set,  or  even  to  augment  it,  if 
necessary.  It  may,  however,  be  a  proper  precaution  not 
to  buy  a  set  of  china-ware  of  any  very  particular  pattern; 
but  to  select  one  from  those  numerous  rich  patterns  every 
where  common,  and  annually  imported.  It  appears,  in- 
deed, that,  uhless  under  particular  orders,  the  Chinese 
deviate  but  little  from  their  established  fosliions,  as  may 
be  seen  in  their  constant  manufacture  of  that  kind  of 
crockery  we  generally  term  dragon  china,  which  has  been 
in  use  among  them  for  centnries. 

A  very  expensive  article  of  general  consumption  is  wax- 
candle.  Of  late  years,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
demand,  the  price  has  more  than  trebled.  Here  appears 
that  want  of  system  which  too  often  tends  to  annihilate 
what  might  be  made,  under  due  regulation,  a  most  ad- 
vant^eouB  concern.  Honey  is  of  little  valae  in  India, 
the  natives  considering  it  unwholesome,  and  the  Hindoos 
being  particularly  averse  to  destroying  so  many  lives,  for 
the  purpose  of  robbing  their  combs.  These  circumstances 
tend  to  diminish  the  collection  of  wax,  which,  in  some 
districts,  hangs  for  years  neglected  upon  the  briars  in  the 
jungles.  Besides,  the  jealousy  of  the  zemndan,  (or  land- 
holders,) who  rarely  omit  to  exact  a  heavy  duty  npon 
whatever  is  taken  from  tbeir  soil,  deters  those  who  pos- 
sess a  spirit  of  enterprise  from  becoming  dealers  in  the 
article.  Half  a  million  of  mannds  might  doubtless  be 
annually  collected,   were  proper  encouragement  given. 
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and  a  uU  iaaur^d  to  die  adrentiqen,  at  any  particular 
towns  in  tha  sereral  districts  where  bees  am  abundant 

Tbe  Tcry  anpleasant  scent  of  tallow,  and  its  ^eat  apti- 
tade  to  gutter  in  ao  hot  a  climatej  occasion  its  use  to  be 
coo6ned  to  Enropeans  whose  circumBtancea  will  not  pe|F> 
mit  the  use  of  wax.  This  occasions  all  who  return  from 
India,  after  long  residence  there,  to  be  extiemely  incomi 
moded  by  the  smell  of  mould  candles,  the  smoke  of  wbiob 
is  to  them  pecuUarly  offensive,  and  strongly  reoiinds 
tbem  of  the  cieraugt,  or  oil-lamps,  ia  common  use  among 
the  aatires,  and  in  the  zenanaht  of  Europeans. 

tile  whole  of  the  doors  and  windows  being  tbrowq 
open,  during  Uie  evenings  especially,  the  current  of  air, 
passing  through  erery  part  of  die  interior,  woifld  extinr 
{^isb  the  sevenl  lights,  unless  large  glass  covers,  called 
shades,  were  applied  by  way, of  preventives.  Some  of 
these  are  made  to  stand  on  pitlais,  or  pedestals,  generally 
of  wood,  with  brass  ferules,  and  broad  plinths,  either 
square  or  circolar,  to  prevent  their  being  easily  overset.  . 

The  other  kind  of  table-shade  is  by  no  means  so  coor 
venient,  being  an  imgulai  tubei  standing  on  its.  base,  or 
btoader  extremity;  and  though  spreadiog  in  the  centre* 
drawing  narrower  toward  the  upper  part  This  kind  is 
required  to  be  much  longer,  so  as  to  shelter  the  flame  of 
a  candle  standing  on  a  candlestick,  which  should  not 
properly  be  more  than  six  inches  high.  The  injpoovenir 
ences  by  which  this  shade  is  attended  are  self-evident,  ap 
it  cannot  be  carried  about,  or  lifted  in  toto,  like  the  pe- 
destal shade.  The  lighla  affixed  to  thff  wa%,  either  op 
sconces  or  brackets,  or  suspended  from  hooks,  are  gene- 
rally on  the  same  principle ;  with  this  necessary  difference, 
tii^t  oil  i8.chiefly  burnt  in  tbem,  by  means  of  a  smell  glass 
tHubler  half  filled  widi  water,  on  which  the  oil  floats,  and 
z2 
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supports  a  very  sUgbt  tin  tube  witli  feurtin  wings,  to  each 
of  which  a  piece  of  cork  is  affixed.  Daring  the  rainy 
season,  when  insects  of  every  description  are  beyond  ere- 
dibility  nnmeroaa,  it  is  often  absolutely  necessary  to  re- 
move all  lights  firom  the  BDpper>teble.  Otherwise,  moths, 
flies,  bugs,  &c.,  would  be  attracted  in  such  nnmbers  as, 
if  not  to  extinguish  diem,  to  prove  extremely  obnoxious. 
When  the  lights  are  retained  on  the  table,  it  is  customary 
to  place  the  candlesticks  in  soup  plates,  &c.,  filled  with 
water;  by  this  means  such  insects,  especially  the  stink- 
ing bugs,  which  By  with  great  force,  are  often  precipi- 
tated and  drowned.  It  is  not  unueoal  in  this  nnnner  to 
catch  whole  platesful,  which  would  otherwise  continue  to 
torment  the  company.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  irritation 
produced  by  these  bugs  when  they  get  into  the  hair,  or 
between  the  linen  and  the  body.  Nor  are  they  in  them- 
selves innocent ;  for  though  they  neither  bite  nor  sting, 
such  is  their  acrimony,  that  if  bruised  so  as  to  leave  any 
moisture  on  the  skin,  great  heat  may  take  place,  and 
sometimes  blisters,  followed  by  tzcoriatioha  difficult  to 
heal.  The  same  effect  is  produced  by  the  urine  of  lizards, 
which  frequent  the  interior  of  houses,  and  may  oflen  be 
seen  in  great  nambers  crawling  about  the  walls,  or  on  the 
ceiling,  (if  so  may  be  termed  the  roofs  already  described,) 
in  pursuit  of  the  smaller  and  more  delicate  insects,  which 
they  snap  up  with  great  dexterity  and  greediness.  It  is 
really  amusing  to  observe  with  what  sagacity  and  care 
they  approach  their  prey,  and  with  what  rapidity  they 
dart  forth  their  long  tongues  armed  with  gluten.  Progs, 
toads,  and  occasionally  snakes,  patrolling  about  the 
skirts  of  the  apartments,  even  of  the  best  houses  in  the 
country,  must  be  put  up  with  as  matters  of  course;  as 
must  also  the  alighting  of  cock-roaches  on  the  (ace  while 
at  table,  or  at  cards,  Slc.     Nor,  indeed,  must  the  resident 
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ID  India  be  very  Bqueamish  in  regard  to  bats,  which 
freely  indulge  in  aerial  citcuits  over  the  heads  of  the 
company,  on  which,  too,  they  now  and  then  find  it  con- 
venient to  halt  awhile.  These  all  appear  terrible  draw- 
backs, bnt  after  a  time  are  scarcely  noticed :  such  is  the 
power  of  habit.  Certainly  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the. enjoyments,  which  might  otherwise  be  indulged  in, 
are  in  a  maoner  prosciibed  by  these  nuiaances.  Yet, 
whether  it  be  owing  to  that  ennui  generally  prevalent,  oi 
to  that  kind  of  reconciliation  which  takes  place  between 
the  pest  and  its  sufferer,  we  see  all  the  old  residents  treat 
insects,  frogs,  toads.  Etc.,  with  great  indifference;  though, 
to  be  sure,  when  a  snake,  of  whatever  class,  makes  his 
entrie,  an  astonishing  degree  of  activity,  fat  beyond 
what  the  former  lethargic  symptoms  could  indicate,  sud- 
denly previuls. 

Lai^e  snakes  have  been  seen  coiled,  or  rather  twined,, 
among  the  Venetians  of  bungalow  windows.  The  grass-  - 
snake,  which  ib  of  a  beautiful  green,  with  a  reddish  head, 
loves  to  secrete  itself  under  the  leaves  of  tables,  and  in 
situations  of  that  description,  where  it  may  be  ea«ly  dis- 
lodged, or  touched,  by  accident.  Such  a  propensity  is 
peculiarly  obaoxious  in  a  serpent  whose  bite  is  generally 
fotal.  This  snake  may  occasionally '  be  seen  twisted 
round  the  smaller  boughs  of  trees,  whence,  if  disturbed, 
it  drops  with  great  readiness,  and  proceeds  along  the 
tc^  of  the  grass  with  admirable  celerity,  and  from 
similarity  of  colour,  scarcely  allowing  the  dazzled  eye 
to  follow  its  coarse. 

The  Cut^oon  carry  a  great  variety  of  serpents  about 
the  conntry,  which  they  exhibit  for  a  mere  trifle.  Some> 
such  as  the  ad^ghur  or  boa-constrictor,  which  has  been 
kuown  to  reach  the  immense  length  of  thirty  feet,  destroy 
by  the  extent  of  their  bite,  or  by  compression  j  while  the 


idbvGoogle 


342  EAST   INDIA   VADE'HECUU. 

lemer  spnues  seem  to  be  provided  with  poiMD  to  make 
up-  ftw  their  deftciency  of  bulk.  The  skeleton  of  an 
ad^ghur  was  found  near  CbittagOng,  aboot  fifty  yean 
1^,  having  in  its  fauces  the  skeleton  of  a  fiilt-grown 
deer ;  Uie  horns  of  which,  it  was  supposed,  had  occ»Bion- 
ed  the  suffocation  of  ita  unwieldy  devourer.  One  of  this 
Und  has  required  eight  men  to  lift  him  into  bis  baaket, 
an  'operation  to  wbipfa,  «ither  from  habit,  or  fatigae,  it 
Bubfflitted  with  great  resignation.  The  coera  capdia  is 
the  same  as  the  hooded^nake  of  America,  thus  deng- 
nated  from  a'pecoHar  spreading  of  the  throat  when  in  a 
state  of  irritation,  bo  as  to  give  it  much  resemblance  to 
afloonder,  but  wiUi  a  curious  figure  extremely  similar  to 
a  pair  of  spectacles,  which,  being  under  the  throat,  is 
fully  exhibited  as  (be  snake  rises,  as  he  is  wont  to  do, 
nearly  half  his  length  before  he  darts  upon  the  object  of 
resentment.  These  snttkes  are  peculiarly  venomoos,  and, 
tbongh  averaging  from  three  to  five  feet,  sometimes  at- 
tain a  larger  siz^  perhaps  from  six  to  nine  feet.  One 
was  exhibited  by  the  Cmgoort,  or  Smimpan*Mt,  (enake- 
Bksn,)  which  actaally  measured  about  thirteen  feet  The 
daumeen  grows  to  a  large  rize,  perhaps  from  eight  to 
twelve  feet,  but  has  no  venomous  teeth,  or  fangs.  He 
lashes  with  his  tail,  coiling  into  a  bow,  and  awaiting  the 
approach  of  dogs,  men,  See,  before  he  lashes;  which 
be  does  with  such  severity  as  often  to  cut  the  integu* 
ments  very  deeply.  The  natives  entertaia  an  opinion 
that  the  tail  of  this  enake  is  venomous.  This  might  be 
supposed,  from  the  almost  certainly  tatti  effeota  produced 
by  its  operatiou;  but  the  mischief  may  be  attributed  to 
that  laceration  produced  by  a  very  rongh  scaly  body, 
sndi  as  the  tail  is,  proceeding  with  great  foroe  over  parts 
vrell  known  to.be  peculiarly  irritable,  uid  occasioning  a 
strong    tendency   to    th^    most  horrible  afieetien  Ute 
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tetaoKt,  or  lodtcd-jaw,  from  which  not  ob«  in  a  thousand 
recovers.  The  eowa  ttumilla  rarely  grows  to  more  than 
fifteen  or  eighteen  inches.  It  is  of  a  mottled  appeannce, 
very  iadicatjve  of  ita  deleterious  property,  as  its  bite  is 
■uppoBcd  to  be  iavariabty  fatal.  The  do^ible-headed 
snake  ib  so  called  beoanse  its  body  is  nearly  cylindrical, 
tbe  tail  termioattng  in  a  short  cone,  resembling  a  second 
heuL  This  snake,  chiefly  seen  in  hilly  couDtries,  is  oc- 
casionally washed  down  by  the  annual  floods  to  the 
plaiuE,  where  it  is  found  in  drains  and  hollows,  from 
nhich  it  is  not  well  qualified  to  escape.  Its  arerage 
lengUi  omy  be  from  two  to  thr^e  feet,  and  its  thickness, 
or  circumference,  from  four  to  six  inches. 

It  may  be  acceptable  to  tbe  reader,  while  on  tbis  sub- 
ject, to  be  informed  of  that  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
makes,  the  volatile  alkali,  or  ean-de-luce,  A  few  drops, 
diluted  sufficiently  in  a  wine  glass  full  of  water,  if  taken 
in  time,  and  repeated  every  two  or  three  hours,  or  even 
nora  frequently,  has  been  known  to  counteract  the  venom 
after  its  eSects  had  been  so  fuUy  ascertained  as  to  leave 
but  little  chance  of  recovery.  Nor  should  any  one  go  out 
■hoo'ting  without  a  small  bottle  of  this,  closed  by  a 
ground  stopper,  in  his  tin  box  of  apparatus. 

Mr,  Boag,  in  a  very  interesting  communication  to  the 
Asiatic  Society,  informs  us,  that  *'  The  symptoms  which 
arise  from  the  bite  of  a  serpent  are,  commonly,  pain, 
swelling,  and  redness  in  the  part  bitten ;  great  faintness, 
with  sickness  at  stomach,  and  sometimes  vomiting,  snc- 
ceed;  the  breath  becomes  short  and  laborious;  the 
pi^se  low,  quick,  and  interrupted ;  the  wound,  which 
was  at  first  red^  becomes  livid,  black,  and  gangrenous ; 
the  skin  of  the  wounded  limb,  and  sometimes  of  the 
whole  body,  assumes  a  yellowish  hue ;  cold  sweats  and 
couTolsions  come  on,  and  die  patient  sinks  sometimes  in 
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a  few  houn,  bat  clommODly  at  the  eod  of  two,  tbree,  or 
fourdays- 

"  Thia  is  the  nenal  progreBs  when  the  diiesBe  temti- 
nates  fiitally;  hut,  fa^pily,  the  patieDt  wilt  most  coib- 
moDly  recover ;  a  refiection  which  should  modeiate  the 
fears  of  thote  who  happen  to  be  bitten  by  snakes,  and 
which,  at  any  rate,  shoald  as  mncfa  as  possible  be  re- 
sisted ;  as  the  depressing  passion  of  fear  will,  in  all  cases, 
assist  the  operation  of  the  poison. 

"  The  volatile  alkali  is  the  remedy  mostly  employed  l^ 
physicians,  both  in  India  and  in  Europe ;  but  the  belief 
which  formerly  prevailed,  that  it  possessed  some  specific 
power,  which  corrected  the  poison,  seems  to  be  now  very 
generally  relinquished ;  and  it  is  now  acknowledged  to 
have  no  other  action  than  that  ascribed  to  it  by  Mr. 
Williams,  (of  Benares,)  of  stimulatiog  the  vascnlar  sys- 
tem to  a  more  vigorous  exertion. 

"  The  calces,  or,  as  they  are  more  properly  called,  the 
oxyds  of  some  metals,  as  arsenic,  mercuiy,  and  silw, 
have  been  made  ose  of;  tJie  efiScacy  of  which,  as  reme- 
dies in  this  disease,  merit  a  more  attentive  consideration. 

"We  are  indebted  to  Fontana  for  any  knowledge 
we  possess  regarding  the  use  of  the  luoar-caostic;  which 
is  a  preparation  of  silver  in  the  nitrons  acid  ;  and,  con- 
sidering the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since 
his  publication,  end  the  advantages  resulting  from  its 
use*  it  is  wonderful  it  has  not  excited  more  general 
attention, 

"  He  first  mixed  the  venom  with  the  lunar-caustic, 
applied  this  mixture  to  a  woiind,  and  found  that  the 
venom  .was  rendered  entirely  innocent*  while  the  cor- 
roding power  of  the  caustic  was  diminished.  He  next 
wounded  a  variety  of  animals,  with  venomoua  teeth,  sca- 
rified the  wounds,  and  washed  them  with  a  solution  of 
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Innar-caDBtic  in  water :  by  this  means,  the  lives  of  the 
greatest  nmnber  oF  the  aoimals  were  sared,  thongb  they 
were  such  as  he  knew  to-  be  most  easily  killed  by  the 
poison,  and  the  death  of  others  was  retarded.  He  also 
tfied  a  weak  solntion  of  the  same  remedy,  iotemally, 
with  remarkable  snccess ;  and  upon  the  whole,  he  con- 
^tulates  himself  in  seeing  his  labours  at  length  re- 
warded, by  the  discovery  of  a  true  specific  remedy  for 
the  bites  of  serpents. 

"  A  ligature  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  made  above 
the  part  bitten,  so  as  to  impede,  bat  not  entirely  to  stop, 
the  circulation  of  the  blood :  for  the  bite  of  a  serpent 
ia,  for  the  most  part,  superficial,  and  the  poisoQ  is  carried 
into  circulation  by  the  smaller  vessels  on  the  surface ;  the 
wound  should  then  be  scarified,  and  washed  in  a  solution 
(rather  weak)  of  the  lunar^austic  in  water." 

Mr.  Boag  recommends  a  warm  bath  for  the  bitten  limb, 
and  thinks  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  nitrous 
acid  would  prodoce  excellent  effects.  He  speaks  of  it 
only  as  a  suggestion ;  and  where  time  may  admit,  and  the 
means  be  at  hand,  there  certainly  ought  to  be  a  fair 
tiial  made  of  so  promising  a  theory.  The  misfortaae  is, 
that,  owing  to  the  great  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the 
dread  ever  entertained  of  the  result,  all  the  symptoms  pro- 
ceed with  rapidity.  That  gentleman  speaka  of  several 
hours  elapsing  between  the  accident,  and  the  fatal  ter- 
mination :  but  it  has  been  found,  that  not  one  in  ten 
of  those  bitten  during  the  hot  months,  and  especially 
when  at  work,  or  heated  with  travelling.  See.,  survive 
more  than  an  hour;  There  have,  indeed,  been  cases  in 
which  half  that  time  was  the  utmost;  and  some  in- 
stances of  persons  dying  within  the  quarter  of  an  honr. 

Though  snakes  generally  avoid  the  human  race,  they 
have  been  4nowo  to  come  very  fiercely  to  the  ^tack. 
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Then  htm  bMO,  doiditleM|«  Booae  previouB  irritatioD,  or 
tliey  have  bean  panued  by  the  ichDetnaon,  {the  btxjiyy 
itory,  or  tteouUf)  wrbich  ia  to  be  Been  wild  in  every  part 
or  India,  and  baa  beta  foand  cooteodiag  with  goakes  of 
great  hoik.  Tllfe  actire  litUe  aBimal,  tlie  nataral  enemy 
t4  all  serpents,  aa  well  as  of  tbe  stnaUer  fermin,  worries 
hu  opponent  by  inocBsaiU  f<unti,  as  if  be  were  about  to 
seize  its  throat,  till  tbe  snake  is  so  fotigned  as  no  longer 
to  resist  with  its  first  celerity  and  caution.  Tbe  icbneo- 
mon  then  rushes  forward,  and,  by  eeiang  the  throat,  or 
tba  back  of  the  bead,  soon  destroy  tbe  enveaomed  rep- 
tit&  The  icbaeumon  sometimes  receives  a  bite,  when  he 
immediately  relioquisbes  his  object,  and  seeks  among 
tbe  seigbbonring  verdure  for  some  root*  of  whioh  he  eats, 
and,  after  rolling  himself  in  the  soil,  returns  to  the 
diaige  with  unabated  keenneas.  Sboqld  the  snake  have 
lUired,  the  little  quadruped  speedily  ssents  him  out,  and 
nrely  fails  to  avenge  his  past  danger.  To  what  root 
ifae  animal  ^pliee  remaios  unknown^  among  other  im-  . 
p<Vtaiit  .deaideiata.  The  ichneumon,  -if  obtained  at  an 
early  agc^  ia  not  only  domesticated  with  facility,  but  be- 
,c4ines  leitKmely  afiectionate.  Neither  rats  oor  emkes 
will  enter  a  bouse  in  which  be  is  retaibed,  and  allowed, 
MH  is  nsaal,  to  range  about  at  pleasote.  Tbe  •Souinpa- 
ttahif  01  Bnake-naeo,  keep  them  to  exhibit  their  agility  in 
Jbe  attack  of  snakes. 

A  SwrnporeoA .  will  ascertain,  merely  by  amelling  at  a 
hole  in  a  <'all,  fiui.  whether  a  snake  be  within.  la  that 
CB^e,  thje- reptile's  &te  is  decided.  Allured  by  the  moaic 
of  a  rude  kind  of  oboe,  and  tfa«  scent  of  various  drugs, 
i^  which  tbi/meah,  a  speciea  of  coriander  among  which 
snakes  delight  tc  bask,  are  prevalent,  be  soon  cornea 
forth,  and  is.eitJbw  taken  in  a  bag,  or  by  an  assistant 
gn^biag  hold  of  bw  tail  with  onohaiid,  and  sliding  the 
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otiMr  witfa  grtat  t^dit^  up  to  his  .^mt.  "ntis  being 
ecUBtricted  bj  the  graip,  the  fangs  are  than  exposed, 
and  being  piewntiy  extracted,  the  captire  is  rendered 
entirely  baimless. 

Hioagb  of  a  diibioatiTe  size,  the  musqnito  is  a  most 
fbrDdidable  enemy  to  the  repose  of  almost  every  thing 
possessing  animation,  but  especially  to  Europeans^  whose 
manner  of  lining  tends  considerably  to  general,  as  well  as 
to  local,  inflammation.  When,  indeed,  their  habits  are 
compared  with  those  of  the  natives,  a  very  great  difference 
prevails,  and  what  in  Eurc^  might  be  called  modera- 
tion, may  in  Asia  be  very  properly  construed  into  ezcees. 
So  great  ia  this  difference,  tbat,  in  ordinary  cases,  tfae 
physician's  first  care  is  to  lower  the  temperament  of  his 
BritiBh  patient,  especially  if  of  a  plethoric  habit,  or  lately 
arrived  firom  Europe,  thereby  to  repress  the  usual  ten- 
dency towards  infl&mmatioa ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  it 
generally  requires  some  efibrt  t«  keep  the  Irugal  native 
from  sinking  under  that  typluu,  to  which  be  is  most 
Subject. 

Musqutoes  generally  remain  inactive  daring  the  day, 
retiring  to  the  borders  of  muddy  pools  or  draiDS,  mhne 
tbay  deposit  their  ova,  which,  in  a  few  days,  produce  a 
noxtaos  million,  'these  may  be  seen  in  their  several 
stages,  at  most  times  of  the  year,  and  especially  during 
the  hot  season,  when  such  puddles  are  often  both  replete 
Irith,  and  covered  by,  young  musquitoes. 

lliefle  unpleasant  compeniona  not  only  make  a  very 
disagreeable  hummiBg,  bat  tbrnst  their  trunks,  as  the 
common  gnat  does  his  proboscis,  between  the  threads 
of  a  stocking,  &c. ;  and  while  sucking  the  blood  of  their 
victim,  produce  a  veiy  smarting  sensation,  which  does 
tiot  immediately  cease.  If  scratched,  a  mosqaito-bite 
usndly  rises  into  a  smalt  white  hard  lump  {  which,  'on 
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further  provocation,  proceeds  to  suppurate ;  frequcDtiy 
degenerating  into  a  very  obstinate  aore.  InstanceB  have 
occurred  of  very  serious  consequences  from  an  unguarded 
indulgence  of  the  nails  at  the  moment  of  irritation. 

Every  bed  (commonly  called  a  cot)  is  furnished  with 
a  set  of  inner  curtkins,  made  of  gauze,  manufactured  for 
that  purpose  in  several  parts  of  Bengal,  and  known  by 
the  name  of  koppradool.  These  curtains  being  very  thin, 
and  generally  of  a  green  colour,  not  only  debar  access  to 
the  muBquitoes,  but  without  much  obsbucting  the  sir, 
the/ offer  a  pleasant  medium  between  the  eye,  and  any 
glare  which  may  enter  directly  from  the  exterior,  or  be 
reflected  by  the  walls,  which  in  most  houses  are  white, 
BB  already  explained  in  describing  the  Eoropeaa  archi- 
tecture of  the  East. 

It  is  expedient  to  put  up  these  curtains  before  it  is 
dark;  otherwise  musquitoes,  being  then  on  the  wing, 
will,  if  possible,  find  their  way  to  the  interior;  whence  it 
is  Dot  very  easy  to  fan  them  out.  Besides,  by  this  easy 
precaution,  snakes  or  rats  cannot  easily  get  under  the 
pillows,  or  into  the  bed;  situations  in  which  they  have 
occasionaily  been  found.  The  rats  are  tiften  induced  to 
burrow  into  the  pillows,  which  are  usufdly  stuffed  with 
the  silky'COttOQ  called  leemul,  wherein  the  seeds  are  left^ 
and  by  their  oily  nature  particularly  attract  this  descrip- 
tion of  vermin.  The  females  sometimes  resort  thither 
when  about  to  bring  forth  their  young :  hence,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  them  in  possession  .of  a  pillow  or  bol- 
ster, or  eventually,  of  the  mattress ;  especially  if  no  per- 
son has  slept  on  them  for  a  few  nights.  On  board  Au^r- 
rowt,  rats  are  often  very  troublesome,  destroying  boots, 
shoes,  Su:.  without  mercy ;  aad  during  the  night,  even 
attacking  the  powder  and  pomatum  at  the  back  of  the 
head.    Of  this  the  cock-roacfa  also  is  very  food ;  but  the 
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Beiuatioa  it  prodnces  is  nothing  more  than  &  tickling,  aa 
though  the  fingers  of  another  person  were  introduced 
among  the  hair;  whereas  a  rat  makes  a  more  desperate 
attack,  often  giving  a  strong  pull,  or  occasionally  gnaw- 
ing at  the  accumulated  grease  which  adheres  to  the 
head  itself.  Hence,  it  should  be  a  rale  always  to  have 
the  hedclothes  stripped  off,  and  the  pillows  turned  over 
before  getting  into  bed ;  for  even  if  nothing  of  the  ser- 
pent kind  be  discovered,  rats  and  mice  may  sometimes 
be  dislodged.  Various  instaoces  have,  howerer,  occurred 
of  snakes  found  in  beds  whereon  gentlemen  were  abont 
to  repose.  A  rery  curious  circamstance  happened  many 
years  ago,  of  a  lady  being  called  by  her  servant  to  see 
a  snake  that  lay  very  contentedly  between  two  of  her 
in&nts,  which  slept  on  a  small  cot.  Their  perilous  situ- 
ation produced,  as  may  be  readily  sapposed,  the  most 
dreadful  anxiety.  With  great  fortitude  and  presence  of 
mind,  she  directed  the  servant  to  go  to  one  side  of  the 
bed,  and  to  seiie  one  of  the  children  by  a  leg  and  an  arm, 
while  she  did  the  same  with  the  other';  and  thra  to 
snatch  them  away.  This  was  a  bold  measure ;  hot  bad 
the  mother  caused  a  chafing-dish  to  be  brought  into  the 
apartment,  and  set  thereon  some  milk  to  boil,  the  smell 
would  instantly  have  attracted  the  snake  to  creep  on^ 
in  quest  of  his  fiivonrite  food.  Though  al!  snakes  are 
pecnliorly  fond  of  a  certain  worm  temperature,  inclining 
to  summer  heat,  they  will,  in  general,  very  freely  take 
to  the  water,  especially  when  pursued.  Many  persons 
pretend  to  distingaiab  such  as  are  venomous,  by  their 
aversion  to  water ;  but  such  a  rule  is  very  foIlaciouB. 
Covra-  capeilat  have  been  repeatedly  seen  to  dart  into 
paddles  and  ponds  with  seeming  eagerness.  It  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  proceed  along  paUiways,  leading 
through  grass  covers,   or  janglet,  at   night.      Nambers 
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of  snakea,  at  tfaat  timfl,  will  quit  the  heavy  gram  .to  ]ie 
in  the  curreot  of  air  which  passes  along  thoie  paths,  re- 
sembling the  vistas  cut  throagh  coppices,  &&  whose  sides 
are  confined,  perhaps  to  the  height  of  sereial  feet,  hy 
grass  and  underwood. 

From  such  descriptionB  it  may  be  sappoaed  that,  i* 
India,  every  st^  is  attended  with  danger;  neithei  day 
nor  night  offering  security.  This  is  not  alwajra  the  case ; 
tfaongh  every  person  should  act  throu^ont  with  caution, 
at  if  supposing  these  dangers  were  ioiininent.  This  ap. 
preheunoD,  though  not  very  agreeable,  Will  geneially  in- 
sore  the  means  of  sa&ty.  Against  scorpions,  c^itipedes, 
8ni.j  too  much  circumspection  cannot  be  used,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  they  are  very  numerons,  producing 
great  pain,  and  very  severe  local  inflammation.  laatances 
have  been  known  of  serious  indisposition  induced  hy  the 
stings  of  scorpions  in  particular-  The  young  ones  arc 
generally  of  a  yellowish,  dun,  or  clay  colour ;  becoming 
darker  as  they  advance  in  growth,  till  they  acquire  a 
bottle  colour.  They  have  been  found,  though  very 
iBrcly,  measoriag  nearly  eight  inches  from  the  mouth 
to  the  point  of  the  sting,  which  mudi  resembles  a 
huge  dark-oolonred  thorn  &om  a  rose-bush-  Tb«e 
are,  however,  two  kinds  of  scorpions,  of  which  the 
above  described  is  certainly  the  most  formidable.  Fertu- 
nately,  that  is  seldom  seen  in  places  much  frequented. 
The  other  kind  are  often  foiind  by  doteoB  in  the  folds  of 
a  tent,8u:.,  laid  by  in  a  dark  place  among  old  rubhisb; 
and  not  unfrequently  in  the  cracks  of  old  mud  vaUs. 
Maoy  a  servant,  walking  about  a  house  at  ni^t,  or  rum- 
maging among  old  stores,  is  stung  by  the  ieefhu  (soorpioo). 
The  part  afiected  generally  swells,  and  smarts,  or  rather 
aohes,  conuderably :  but  that  easy  remedy,  a  n^  moist- 
«ied  with  vinegar,  affords  speedy  relief.  The  same  ^tpli- 
cati  on  is  equally  proper  when  bitten  by  a  centipede,  called 


:dbvGoogIe 


EAST    INDIA   VADE-HECVU.  361 

by  the  natirea  iomga^'rr;  from  their  opinion,  thtt  it  is 
apt  to  creep  into  the  eu.  That  such  a  circumttaoce  may 
hare  happened,  cannot  be  denied;  Uiough  it  might  prove 
extremely  difficult  to  produce  a  well-aatbenticated  in> 
stance.  The  centipede  ii  by  no  meam  shaped  for  luoh  a 
pnrpose ;  being  of  some  breadtii,  and  gtowii^,  ntfaer 
qnit^ly,  to  ssch  a  am  ai  emit  preclude  the  pombility  of 
his  entering  the  ear.  Several  hare  be«i  aeeameaauiag 
nine  and  ten  inches  in  length;  and  as  broad,  thoogh 
not  above  a  third  as  thiclc,  as  a  man's  fiogn*.  Half 
those  dimentions  may,  probably,  constitute  the  ordinacy 
bulk. 

Wasps  and  .hornets,  through  all  seasons,  every  where 
abound.  The  hornets  commonly  nestle  in  the  ground,  or 
in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  orperhapsfonn  a  small  cellin  some 
comer,  or  under  a  thatofa,  and  there  deposit  their  larva. 
The  wasps  sometimes  appear  in  suoh  numbers  as  to  bccft- 
sioo  oonsiderable  uneasiness.  They  not  only  make  their 
nests  witbia  the  walls  of  6u3^a&w<,  if  cracks  or  diitancei 
between  woodwork  furnish  the  opportumty,  but  bpldly 
cooslxuct  their  combs  witUn  the  apartmmitsi  ^nmcthacs 
attained  to-a  cornice,  but  gmeraUy  in  one  of  the  upper 
comen  of  a  window-frame,  so  as  to  have  ready  means  of 
retiring.  The  destruction  of  these  intruders  is  not  always 
practicable,  without  considenbledanger.  The  best  mode  is, 
after  covering  aman  with  a  blanket,  to  jdace  on  his  head 
a  pot  of  embers,  on  which  a  lump  of  sulphur  is  lud ;  so 
that,  by  his  standing  under  the  oomb,  the  fumes  may 
stupify,  or  at  least  expel,  the  wasps ;  after  which  the 
comb  may  be  removed  without  difficulty.  The  greatest 
dai^er  is  when  wasps  take  possession  of  some  spQt  very 
near  to  the  thatch ;  for  instance,  if  they  eMach  their 
dwelling  to  one  of  the  rafters.  As  half  the  thatches  are 
extremely  decayed,  and  take  tire  like  tindu,  it  mutt  be 
obvious  how  carefully  the  operation  should  be  managed. 
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A  atow  match,  containing  a  large  portion  of  sulphur,  and 
fastened  to  the  end  of  a  pole,  is,  perhaps,  the  safest  con' 
triTance  ;  for  were  a  single  spark  to  fly  into  the  thatch,  it 
probably  would,  like  Doctor  Slop's  wig,  be  "neariy  con- 
anmed  before  it  were  well  kiitdled." 

Bees  are  by  no  means  so  bold  as  wasps  or  hornets,  but 
they  frequently  take  possession  of  some  bush,  or  even  of 
sereral  pacts  of  a  hedge  round  a  garden,  especially  one 
well  stocked  with  Sowers ;  rendering  it  unsafe  to  approach 
that  quarter.  The  comb's  are  sometimes  large,  but  on  the 
average,  when  full,  may  weigh  irom  four  to  ten  pounds. 
No  bees  are  domesticated  in  India ;  though,  from  the 
great  abundance  of  food  to  be  had  at  all  seasons,  tbey 
might  be  easily  maintained.  Yet  wild  honey  is  so  cheap 
and  abundant  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  for  taking  any 
further  pains  to  obtain  it,  than  merely  to  cut  away  the 
combs  from  their  thorny  defences. 

Bugs,  such  as  infest  beds  in  Europe,  are  beyond  ima- 
ginAtion  numerous  throu^out  the  East  They  swarm  in 
every  charpoff,  (or  bedstead,)  of  whatever  size  or  descrip- 
tion, in  use  among  the  natives.  Hence,  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  prevent  their  infesting  the  furniture,  and  especially 
the  boxes,  drawers,  8cc.,  in  which  clothes  are  kept ;  and 
the  most  careful,  cleanly  person,  may  sometimes  find  a 
stray  bag  crawling  upon  his.  linen,  or  lying  concealed 
among  the  plaits.  Musquito  curtains  are,  on  tiiis  account 
also,  very  useful ;  but  they  should  be  searched  daily,  lest 
there  be  on  them  any  stragglers.  Sec.  The  beat  defence 
against  these  disgusting  tormentors  is,  that  in  general  use 
as  a  preventive  against  ants,  centipedes.  See. ;  viz.  causing 
each  post  of  a  bed  to  stand  upon  a  stone,  a  foot  in  diame- 
ter, and  five  or  six  inches  deep,  wherein  is  cot  'a  deep 
troogb,  constantly  full  of  water.  Some  use  metal  pans, 
which  have  .a  neater  appearance,  and  secure  the  carpet. 
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out,  &c.,  froDi  being  iDJared  by  the  damp,  which  will 
fiod  its  way  throagh  the  hardest  etone. 

The  nfitires  rarely  have  posts  to  their  bedsteads ;  though 
a  few,  occasionally  by  means  of  a  staple,  affix  at  the  head 
a  kind  of  tester.  Those  who  conid  afford'  thv  best  furni* 
tore,  and  every  coaveaience,  are  more  pleased  when  at- 
tended by  a  slave,  or  menial,  who  with  a  small  jmnkak  (or 
fan)  gently  agitates  the  air,  to  keep  offfltea  and  musqut- 
toes.  It  is  obvious  how  offensive  such  a  practice  may 
occasionally  prove,  and  that  should  the  servant  fall  asleep 
while  perfonning  his  tedious  office,  the  master  will  speedily 
be  awakened.  Some,  especially  natives,  cannot  go  to 
Bleep  vrithout  being  Inlled,  by  means  of  an  o)[)eration 
called  by  Europeans  shampoing.  This  consiata  in  a  gentle 
■pressare  of  the  feet  and  legs,  as  also  of  the  arms  and  hand, 
or,  occasionally,  of  the  body  also,  between  the  hands  of 
the  operator,  who  passes  from  one  part  to  another,  either 
slowly,  or  rapidly,  according  to  the  fancy  of  his  or  her 
master.  Hiat  considerable  benefit  is  obtained  from  thant- 
poing,  cannot  be  doubted,  espedally  relieving  from  severe 
fatigae,  as  well  as  from  a  certaiq  languor  and  watchful- 
ness, common  in  hot  climates,  and  no  doubt  proceeding 
from  indigestion,  or  from  a  nervous  affection.  Captain 
Cook  fonnd  this  custom  prevalent  in  the  Island  of  Tonga- 
taboo,  where  it  was  called  tcoge^'toogey,  in  allusion  td  the 
beatingof  a  drum  with  the  fists.  Now  it  is  remaikable, 
that  the  common  small  drums  used  in  India,  which  are 
suspended  in  front  of  the  body,  are  called  doog-doogies, 
and  in  some  places  the  natives  of  India  thampo  by  beat- 
ing with  the  fists,  calling  the  operation,  not  by  the  com- 
mon term  debounah,  (or  pressing,)  but  doogaunak.  It  is  a 
qoestion  whether  the  latter  term  be  a  conuptioii,  or  a  de- 
rirative  from  the  doog-doogj/.  A  similar  practice  obtains 
in  ^ypt,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  Turkish  empire ; 
2  A 
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Mpecifilly  at  the  baths,  where  ikampoiug  ia  a  matter  of 
course.  Captain  Cook  waa  relieved  from  a  severe  rbeu* 
matic  complaint  by  an  operation  of  this  deacriptioD;  with 
this  difference,  that,  instead  of  soothing  pressare;  the 
parts  affected  were  not  beat  gently,  hot  squeezed  forcibly 
between  the  hands.  Gouty  pains  are  aaid  to  bare  been 
in  like  manner  removed ;  but  these  could  only  be  flying 
pains,  for  the  parts  locally  attacked  by  the  gout,  could 
scarcely  endure  the  operation,  without  subjecting  the 
party  to  excruciating  torture. 

Besides  beoefit  occasionally  derived  from  shampoing,  it 
may  be  considered  as  one  of  those  luxuries  which,  like 
the  hookuS,  the  snuff-box,  the  brandy-bottle,  &c.,  become 
■o  habitual  as  to  plunge  the  indulgent  into  indescribable 
uneasineas  whenever  they  are  out  of  reach.  It  is  there- 
fore prudent  to  avoid  ihampoing,  except  when  restlessness 
or  unseasonable  vigilance  is  induced  by  excess  of  any 
description.  In  such  cases,  immediate  relief  is  often  of 
importance;  but  recourse  to  this  indulgence  should  be  re- 
served for  emei^encies,  since  its  effects  are  gradually  les- 
sened by  repetition,  and  the  want  of  a  memal  to  perform 
the  operation  may  excite  mach  irritation  and^isquietude. 

The  greatest  attention  is  requisite  daily  to  aerate  every 
apartment  in  a  proper  manner.  Widiout  that  precaution, 
all  the  aids  of  shampoit^,  musquito^urtains,  water-pots, 
bathing,  &c.,  will  avail  little,  as  fevers  and  obstructions 
of  the  liver  invariably  follow,  whenever  the  atmosphere 
within  a  chamber  is  allowed  to  became  foul.  There  is, 
.indeed,  nothing  more  weakening  or  destructive  to  the 
consritation,  than  sleeping  in  a  chamber  ill-ventilated. 
To  continue  in  such  a  place,  aAer  being  in  any  degree 
indisposed,  is  indeed  little  less  than  insanity.  Notjiing 
will  be  found  to  contribute  more  to  health  than  sleeping 
cool,  adverting  at  the  same  time  to  .the  precautions  already 
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enjoined,  not  to  place  the  cot  so  that  any  forcible  cnrrent 
of  air  Bhould  pass  over  it,  lest  perepiration  be  obstructed, 
and  the  wont  consequences  ensue.  The  winter  months 
will  oflen  require  the  use  of  one,  or  perhaps  two  thick 
blankets;  while  the  summer  heats  will  render  oppressive 
aU  bed-clothing  above  the  body ;  occasioning  the  gene- 
ral use  of  long  drawers,  which  are  generally  made  of  thin 
silk,  or  fine  calico.  Some  are  made  with  feet,  thereby 
effbctuslly  preventing  musquitoes  from  biting  in  that 
quarter,  but  otherwise  not  the  laost  pleasant. 

During  the  hottest  part  of  the  year,  maOy  dispense 
with  their  shirts,  retaining  their  baniata,  or  under-shirts, 
the  skirts  of  which  are  confined  by  long  drawers,  usually 
fostened  by  a  drawing  cord  of  Nik.  Early  rising  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  recommended,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
exercise  before  breakfast  Among  military  persons  this 
salutary  practice  is  generally  inculcated  malgre  lui ;  and 
among  ciTilians,  it  ought  to  be  enforced  by  the  additional 
motive  of  devoting  the  forenoon  to  official  attendance,  or 
to  whatever  duties  may  demand  their  immediate  care. 

The  amusements  of  Europeans  in  India  arc  by  no 
means  numerous,  nor  of  any  continuance;  the  climate, 
the  localities,  and  the  occupations  precluding  such  va- 
riety or  gratification  as  may  be  enjoyed  in  Europe.  Cal- 
cutta has,  however,  a  very  tolerable  theatre,  central,  and 
sufficiently  spacious  to  contain  what  spectators  are  gene- 
rally collected  from  the  town. 

The  temporary  theatres  erected  at  the  several  military 
stations,  have  afforded  considerable  gratification  to  their 
several  audiences.  lu  these  cheap  "  epitomes  of  Roman 
greatness,"  many  a  good  play  has  been  performed  in  an 
ezpellent  style,  such  as  brought  to  recollection  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  occasioned  comparisons  by  no  means  de- 
rogatory to  theAsiatic  boards.  ExcluMve  of  the  exertious 
2  a2 
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of  officers  who  indnlged  ia  tbis  recreation,  monj  of  the 
non-commisBiotied  and  prirateft  of  the  European  regimeots 
contributed  richly  to  the  catali^e  of  histrioDie  charac- 
ters. Borne,  though  perhaps  not  endowed  by  the  graces, 
nor  enriched  by  erudition,  have  displayed  an  accurate 
discriminatiOD  of  an  author^s  design,  and  commanded  the 
applause  of  audiences  comprising  many  competent  judges 
of  dramatic  excellence. 

Ihe  Calcutta  race-course,  sitaated  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  southward  of  the  town,  is  by  no  means  duly 
preserved,  being  much  injured  by  the  carriages  of  gen- 
tlemen who  frequent  it  as  a  ride.  There  is  isdeed  a  clerk 
of  the  course ;  but  be  has  no  power  to  enforce  the  observ- 
ance of  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Jockey  Club.  He 
cannot,  in  fact,  prevent  the  coarse  from  being  miserably 
defaced  and  cut  up ;  nor,  even  when  the  horses  are  run- 
ning, can  he  keep  it  clear  from  obstructions.  This  evil 
arises  from  the  general  indisposition  of  those  who  frequent 
the  place  to  join  in  the  sports,  or  even  to  encourage  them; 
hence  a  want  of  courtesy  is  prevalent,  and  the  horses  run 
nnder  great  disadvantages.  It  may  be  said,  that,  as  they 
run  only  during  the  cold  months,  when  the  turf  is  toler- 
ably firm,  little  injury  is  done  by  the  carriages  which 
travel  over  it;  but  a  rut,  or  track,  made  at  that  time, 
speedily  hardens  and  becomes  dangerous  both  to  horses 
and  riders.  AVhere  few  however  are  interested,  few  wiB 
be  considerate. 

Many  horses  have  started  at  Calcutta,  which  would 
make 'no  contemptible  figure  even  at  Newmarket.  Ac- 
cording to  the  distance,  and  the  time  in  which  the  course 
has  been  run  over,  a  few  could  be  mentioned  which 
might  compete  with  the  best  of  the  second  class  of  Bri- 
tish racers.  Taking  into  consideration  that  such  are  en- 
tirely the  result  of  chance  purchases,  and  not  of  careful 
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breeding,  it  may  be  fairly  a^ed  that  the  horses  of  India, 
or  those  brought  from  Candahar,  Lahore,  the  Mahar- 
rettab  states,  &c.,  poBsesi  considerable  speed.  Many, 
indeed,  of  that  small  indigenoos  breed,  osually  heU  in 
contempt,  especially  on  the  turf,  hare  displayed  reiy 
great  powers,  and  distanced  horses  not  only  of  consider- 
able Talue,  hut  of  high  reputation.  The  race-gronnds  an 
not  better  preserred  in  other  parts  of  the  conntiy,  than 
at  the  Presidency.  There  is,  however,  ample  room  for 
excuses,  as  there  are  few  horses  kept  for  mDoing;  the 
races  in  those  quarterB  being  merely  desultory,  and  the 
coarse  generally  marked  out,  pro  tempore,  on  some  un- 
cultivated spot,  which,  having  a  tolerable  snr&ce,  may, 
for  two  or  three  days  at  Christmas,  sufficiently  serve  the 
purpose  of  amasement. 

Though  there  are  tattoo  (pony)  races,  at  Calcutta,  few 
of  that  class  are  brought  forward,  except  after  ample  proof 
of  their  qualifications.  The  pony  races  ere  indeed  often 
the  most  distinguished  on  the  clerk's  register.  At  the 
out-stations,  matches  or  sweepstakes  are  made  solely  with 
a  view  to  merriment,  or  from  whim  and  ftdic ;  or  they 
are  the  result  of  occasional  elevation  after  a  hearty  regale. 
Nor  indeed  can  mirth  be  easily  repressed  on  seeing  a 
clumsy-looking  beast  with  heavy  heels,  and  a  head  like  a 
yam,  taking  thf  lead  of  "  trim-built  wherries,"  that  seem 
to  challenge  competition.  As  a  curious  instance,  a  very 
shabby,  heavy-looking  tattoo,  beloi^ng  to  Captain  Cnsar 
Jones,  started  in  this  adventitious  manner,  and,  to  the 
surprise  of  all,  fairly  distanced  several  celebrated  steeds. 
He  was  sent  to  Calcutta,  where  his  uncouth  appear- 
ance excited  only  ridicule;  but  there  was  no  standing 
against  his  speed  and  bottom.  Hence,  be  acquired  tiie 
name  of  Take-in,  a  designation  which  the  knowing  ones 
feelingly  acknowledged  to  be  highly  appropriate. 
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The  spirit  for  betting  at  races  does  not  ma  v«ry  high 
in  India,  though  some  diaracters  there  have  devoted  their 
whole  attention  to  this  spe<uea  of  gambling.  .  So  little  is 
the  eacouragement  to  speculations  on  the  turf,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  fat  pigeoiu,  it  may  be  said  that  no 
money  has  been  made  by  racing ;  the  wagers  rarely  ex- 
ceeding a  few  gold  mohura.  Every  horse,  toc^,  becoming 
so  thoroughly  known  to  all  the  sporting  commanity,  there 
is  little  opportunity  for  deception  or  contrivance.  The 
smallest  indication  of  coUuelon  would,  in  that  quarter, 
instantly  destroy  reputation,  and  produce  shyness,  if  not 
an  absolute  estrangement  towards  the  ofiendiug  indivi- 
dual. This  woald  be  less  felt  in  Europe,  where  a  man 
may  change  his  qaarten,  and  for  a  long  time  screen  him- 
self from  public  or  general  disapprobation  ;  hut  in  India, 
when  an  individual  is  cut  at  one  station,  be  will  rarely 
experience  common  civility  at  any  other;  his  character 
genersSly  preceding  him  by  many  a  day's  journey. 

Qambling  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  prominent 
nces  at  Calcutta;  but  has  since  considerably  diminished. 
Those  who  recollect  the  institution  of  Selby's  Club,  and 
who  now  contemplate  the  very  small  portion  of  time  dis- 
sipated, even  by  the  younger  classes,  at  cards,  &c.,  by 
way  of  "  profit  and  losB,"  cannot  but  approve  the  salu- 
tary reform  introduced  by  Marquis  Cornwallis.  Whatever 
may  have  been  his  foibles,  his  prejudices,  and  his  errors, 
in  other  matters,  he  was  certainly  entitled  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Company,  as  well  as  to  the  gratitude  of 
their  servants,  for  having  checked  so  effectually  a  certain 
licentious  spirit,  which,  till  bis  arrival,  had  been  totally 
uncontrolled,  indeed,  unnoticed,  in  any  shape,  by  his 
predecessors.   ' 

To  expect  that  any  Governor  should  be  able  to  annihi- 
late every  -  bad  practice,  would  be  to  suppose  bim  in- 
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Twted  with  Bupernstaral  powers ;  but,  it  is  assuredly 
within  the  reach  of  every  person  bearing  that  high  office, 
to  chase  the  abandoned  into  their  Becret  recesses,  and  to 
render  themat  least  timid,  if  not  innocent  By  remor- 
ing  such  characters  from  office,  and  hy  persevering  in  a 
resolution  to  give  lucrative  employments  only  to  the  most 
assidaous  and  correct  of  the  Company^s  servants,  expe- 
rience shews  that  much  may  be  done.  -  Common  sense 
points  oat  the  impropriety  of  allowing  a  gambler  to 
occupy  any  office  requiring  either  great  trust  or  particular 
application  and  vigilance.  Now,  as  the  posts  held  under 
the  Company  are  generally  of  either  one  or  other  of 
those  descriptions,  or  may  perhaps  unite  both,  it  is  ob- 
vions  that  a  man  whose  brains  are  ever  casting  the  dice, 
and  whose  cnrriage  rolls  upon  the  four  aces,  never  can  be 
safdy  trusted.  , 

Those  who  are  partial  to  cards,  as  sn  amusement,  may 
find  abundance  of  evening  parties,  where,  for  the  most 
part,  tradrilie  and  whist  (the  favourite  games)  are  played 
at.low  stakes,  productive  of  no  regret  oi  inconvenience. 
Quadrille  is  barely  known  in  India,  nor  are  "  round- 
games"  much  in  use :  cribhege  is  played  in  some  lami- 
lies,>  and,  occasionally,  loo.  In  the  games  just  men- 
tioned, the  European  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  as  well  as 
those  dispersed  over  the  country,  are  generally  profi- 
cients, far  more  so  than  persons  of  the  same  description  in 
England.  Many  are  well  acquainted  with  chess  and 
back-gammon;  and  excellent  players  at  fives,  billiards,' 
&c,  are -to  be  found  in  every  quarter.  Cricket  is  not 
much  in  vt^ue;  being  confined  principally  to  a  club 
at  Calcutta,  and  to  occasional  Christmas  matches  at 
umy  stations.  On  the  whole,  though  as  an  exercise 
6a  less  violent  than  fives,  it  is  less  adapted  to  the  cli* 
nute;  the  alternate  successions  of  exertion  and  inactivity 
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renderiag  the  players  liable  to  wvere  cobU,  and  coiuw- 
quent  obstructions. 

Htuic  may  be  cooudered  as  a  great  aoaree  c^  gratifi- 
cation in  a  couatry  where  ennui  is  go  mvch  to  be  dreaded ; 
bat  the  climate  it  uufovourable  to  inatromenta  of  erery 
kind,  eapecially  to  piaoOB,  and  ofiera  a  formidable  objee- 
tieo  to  the  indulgence  of  a  musical  ear.  No  peqiMia 
can  be  more  liberal  in  tbeir  porcbaaeB  of  instrumeDts,  or 
of  select  music,  than  the  ladies  of  India;  often  giving 
two  hundred  pounds  for  a  good  grand-piano ;  but  the  in- 
cessant apprehension  of  warps  and  cracks,  is  a  grierona 
drawback  on  the  interest  they  feel  in  the  possession  of 
even  the  best  inatrument.  Repairs,  of  eveiy  sort,  wli»> 
tber  of  violinsi  pianos,  Antes,  &c.,  are  exorbitantly  dear, 
and  not  always  practicable,  even  at  Calcutta,  either 
owing  to  dissipation,  the  want  of  some  essendal  article, 
or  the  quantity  of  work  in  hand.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  ob- 
tain the  temporary  accommodation  of  an  instrumeot 
while  one  is  repairing,  unless  at  auch  a  rate  as  preclude! 
all  of  moderate  income  from  availing  themaelves  of  the 
opportunity,  when  it  may  chance  to  offer. 

With  respect  to  "  preparing  an  instrument'  for  the 
climate,"  much  may  certainly  be  done,  by  using  only 
the  best  seasoned  wood,  and  clamping  the  case  with 
metal,  both  within  and  without.  Yet  all  this  has  little 
connexion  with  the  belly,  or  sounding-board;  which 
cannot  be  much  strengthened  without  considerably  de- 
teriorating the  tone,  and  causing  a  piano  to  be  at  once 
condemned,  for  wanting  that  richness  which  cannot  be 
given  to  one  whose  vibrations  are  obstructed.  The  only 
chance  is,  to  keep  a  piano  well  covered  with  bhiokets 
during  the  heats,  as  also  in  very  damp  weathu,  and 
when  about  to  be  opened  for  performance,  to  unclothe  it 
gradually.     By  such  precautions,  it  may  remain  tolerably 
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ID  tone,  and  not  suttain  much  injury  from  the  raiifttioDs 
of  seasoDa.  After  two  or  three  years  the  danger  may  he 
leSB ;  bat  it  will  he  prudent  never  to  relax  in  point  of 
prevention,  lest  the  instrument  should  suddenly  fail. 

Except  such  little  parties  as,  in  a  few  families,  BBsem- 
ble  .daring  the  afternoons  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  arising 
irom  the  musical  talents  of  some  lady,  Calcutta  has  little 
to  offer  in  this  captirating  branch  of  amusement.  If 
we  cast  out  of  the  account  accidental  quartette  parties,  or 
the  solitary  warblings  of  some  flute-player,  8ic.,  the  whole 
may  be  deemed  a  blank.  Now  and  then  a  subscription 
concert,  for  the  benefit  of  a  professor,  who  lives  more  by 
eleemoeyoary  bounty,  than  by  the  encouragement  of  his 
abilities,  calls  the  town  together,  not  to  listen  to  the  fine 
melodies  and  rich  harmonies  of  Haydn,  Eic,.  but  to  see, 
and  to  be  seen,  to  talk,  and  be  talked  to.  India  is  not, 
indeed,  the  soil  to  which  a  man  of  science  or  taste  should 
repair,  with  the  hope  of  liberal  reward  for  his  trouble  and 
expenses ;  much  less  of  being  cherished  for  genius  and 
acquirements.  One  or  two  insulated  exceptions  are  not 
sufficient  to  refute  this  assertion.  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that,  now  and  then,  a  professor  has  been  seen 
pampering  under  the  influence  of  high  and  boundless  pa- 
tronage ;  but  the  per  contra  shews  a  number  who  hare 
lingered  through  all  the  penalties  attendant  upon  bumble 
merit,  till  the  grave  has  kindly  terminated  their  ill-fated 
labours.  Assemblies,  balls,  routs,  Etc.,  are  not  very  nume- 
rous in  India.  The  Govemor-Qeoeral,  and  the  Members  of 
Council,  occasionally  circulate  invitations  daring  the  cold 
months ;  and,  at  times,  some  spacious  public  rooms  are 
engaged  for  the  same  puipose,  on  speculation. 

The  old  fort,  in  which  stood  the  Black  Hole,  ren- 
dered BO  famous  by  Mr.  Holwell's  affecting  narrative, 
hu  been  ciusorily  mentioned.     This  fortress  is  now 


:dbvGoogIe 


3$2  KAST   INDIA    VADE-MECpM. 

converted  into  public  offices  and  warehouses,  for  which 
purposes  it  is  well  adapted,  from  its  centrical  sitaation, 
and  the  great  solidity  of  the  walls,  &c.  The  defences 
are  extremely  simple,  perhaps  sufficient  for  the  times 
in  which  they  were  constructed,  and  the  prowess  of 
the  troops  by  which  they  were  likely  to  be  attacked. 
Being  on  the  bank  of  the  Hoogly,  a  retreat  b^  water 
might  be  easily  effected  under  the  cover  of  shipping,  and 
thus  supplies  could  generally  be  afforded.  According  to 
the  present  system  of  warfare,  and  in  expectation  of  an 
attack  by  an  European  army,  the  smallest  reliance  could 
not  be  safely  placed  on  the  old  fort,  which  could  serve 
only  as  an  immediate  asylum  in  the  event  ofinsurrectton. 
In  this  case,  many  houses  that  now  command  the  works 
must  he  destroyed,  which,  from  the  want  of  cannon  on 
the  Tumparts,  would  be  no  easy  operation.  The  town  is 
protected  chiefly  by  Fort  William,  a  more  modem  work, 
capable  of  containing  at  least  fifteen  thousand  men,  and, 
indeed,  requiring  nearly  ten  thousand  properly  to  man 
the  defences.  The  ordinary  garrison  consists  of  two 
or  three  regiments  of  Europeans,  a  battalion  of  arlilleiy, 
with  a  very  large  establishment  of  artificers.  Sec.  attached 
to  the  arsenal,  where  stores  of  every  description  are  lodg- 
ed  in  bomb-proofs.  Provisions  for  six  months'  consump- 
tion, are  always  kept  in  the  fort.  A  native  corps  of  from 
four  to  ifive  thousand,  intended  to  aid  in  the  defence,  are 
cantoned  at  Barrackpore,  a  station  sixteen  miles  from  Cal- 
cutta, on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  exactly  facing  the 
Danish  town  of  Serampore.  Of  these  troops,  twelve 
hundred  constantly  do  duty  in  the  fort,  being  relieved 
monthly  in  regular  rotation.  Fort  William  is  the  grand 
dep6t  of  Bengal,  and  may  be  considered  as  the  key  to 
that  part  of  the  Cotnpaoy^s  poseesaiouB,  if  not  to  the 
whole ;  for  probably  there  could  be  no  effectual  resist* 
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aoce,  were  that  fortresa  is  liie  hands  of  m  enemy.  If  a 
vessel  be  properly  secured,  the  bore  will  hare  little  effect 
on  her  safety,  though  the  swell  may  cause  her  for  a  while 
to  pitch  rather  deep.  Duriog  the  rainy  season  there  is  no 
bore ;  the  tide  being  so  weakened  at  its  entrance  ioto  the 
narrows  near  Fultah,  as  not  to  be  competent  to  form  such 
a  wave  as  precedes  it  at  other  seasons ;  but  in  exchange 
for  this,  a  violent  eddy  and  great  agitation  of  the  waters 
takes  place  between  Diamond  Harbour  and  that  place. 
"  It  has  been  several  times  my  lot,"  says  Captain  Wil- 
liamson, "  when  proceeding  with  the  last  of  the  tide  from 
Barrackpore  to  Calcutta,  to  meet  the  bore,  generally  near 
Chitpore;  but  as  its  approach  was  indicated  by  the  put- 
ting  off  of  all  the  small  craft  Arom  that  shore,  along  which 
it  invariably  pursued  its  course,  and  to  remain  near  which 
would  be  dangerous,  my  boatmen  always  followed  the 
example,  and  kept  along  the  centre,  where,  though  we 
were  furiously  tOBsed  about,  no  danger  existed.  Once, 
indeed,  in  turning  Sulky  Point  in  a  sailing  boat,  I  was 
obliged  to  dash  through  the  bore,  which  1  did  not  sup- 
pose to  be  so  near,  notwithstanding  the  dmgies,  8lc.,  were 
putting  out.  The  surf  assuredly  appeared  awful,  but  we 
mounted  over  it,  atem  on,  without  difBcuIty,  and  speedily 
recovered  from  a  certain  pallid  complexion  which  bad  in- 
sensibly crept  over  our  countenances  as  we  approached 
the  roaring  waters." 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
bore  travels  at  the  same  rate  as  the  incipient  spring-tide, 
the  velocity  of  which  is  different  in  various  parts,  but 
may  be  taken  at  an  average  of  full  twenty  miles  within 
the  hour.  Notwithstanding  this  rapidity,  vessels,  such 
as  bud;rowt  and  other  craft  intended  for  pleasure  or  for 
burthen,  ordinarily  ride  safe  at  anchor,  sustaining  no  in- 
jury from  the  bore,  though  tliey  may  perliaps  drag-  their 
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mchora  a  few  yardi.  But  to  ionic  this  Mcuity,  can 
must  be  taken  that  the  bitwdBide  efaonld  not  be  ezpoaed, 
else  there  will  be  great  danger  of  over-setting.  This  dan- 
gler IB  not  unfrequent,  owing  to  the  maiijiei  and  dmuJia 
(boatnten)  oeglectiog,  especially  during  the  ni^t,  to 
swing  the  stem  roond,  either  by  means  of  a  spring,  or 
a  small  hawser,  or  by  biggit$  (bamboo-^oles),  so  that  the 
Tetsel's  head  may  meet  the  bore  in  its  direct  course. 

Those  who  are  anxious  to  make  the  best  of  their  way, 
should  not  delay  putting  off  till  the  tide  may  baTe  fairly 
set  in,  bnt  ought  to  be  ont  in  the  stream  just  as  the  bore 
is  niagiflg  along  the  bank.  They  may  thus  receive  the 
first  impulse,  which  is  prodigiously  forcible,  and  eodea- 
Touf,  by  the  exertions  of  their  boatmen,  to  keep  up  as 
mud)  as  possible  with  the  leading  waters.  It  is  wonder- 
ful how  great  a  difference  this  sometimes  makes  in  the 
•tart  from  Calcutta.  Sometimes  a  badjraw  may  by  this 
precaution  reach  beyond  Bandle,  and  nearly  to  the  nki- 
matum  of  the  tide's  way,  after  which  the  current  is  inva- 
riabty  in  opposition,  at  various  rates,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year.  During  the  dry  season,  which  lasts 
from  the  end  of  October  to  the  middle  of  June,  fhoogfa 
sometimes  the  rains  are  of  greater  dumtion,  or  set  in  ear- 
lier, the  Hoogly  is  nearly  in  a  state  of  rest  above  Nia- 
serai ;  bnt  during  the  reina,  and  especially  about  Augoat 
and  September,  sot  only  the  beds  of  the  riven,  but  the 
country  around,  present  a  formidable  body  of  water. 
Within  the  banks  the  current  may  average  from  four  to 
eight  miles  an  hour,  according  to  localities  ;  but  what  is 
called  the  inundation,  rarely  exceeds  half  a  mile,  and 
scarcely  ever  moves  at  a  full  mile  within  that  time- 
In  this,  due  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  state  of 
the  waters,  whether  rising  or  falling.  In  the  former  case, 
Ihey  will  become  nearly  stationary  till  they  may  overflow 
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where  nearest  the  setr,  and  tbuB  obtain  a  Tent.  In  the 
latter  case,  soch  parts  as  may  be  near  to  great  rivers, 
then  sabsiding  within  their  banks,  must  be  greatly  ac- 
celerated. 

As  the  parched  soil  of  Eg^pt  is  refresbed  by  the  orer- 
flawing  of  the  Nile,  so  the  waters  of  the  Ganges,  by  their 
annual  expansion  and  abnndance,  renew  the  fertility  of 
many  nnllions  of  acreSj  and  restore  the  blessingB  of  health 
to  tbose  indnstrions  and  peaceable  peasantry  inhabiting 
that  flat  country  through  which  they  majestically -wind 
their  course. 

At  Calcutta  and'  Dacca,  each  of  which  is  about 
seventy  miles  frx>m  the  sea,  the  water  ia  unpalatable,  from 
its  saline  impregnation.  Even  the  sand,  taken  from  the 
beds  of  rivers,  is  found  to  retain  so  much  moisture,  nof 
vtthstanding  the  heat  of  the  climate,  as  to  disqualify  it 
from  mixture  in 'the  cements  used  for  building,  but  espe- 
oally  for  making  tarrases,  known  in  England  under  the 
designation  of  grist  floors. 

The  great  tank  at  Oalcutta,  occupying  about  ten  acres, 
is  not  less  than  two  hundred  yards  from  the  river.  The 
■oil  is  generally  a  rich  sandy  loam  near  the  surface,  but 
becomes  looser,  and  inclinable  to  a  flne  grave),  after  dig- 
ging about  ten  feet.  The  tank  is  about  sixty  feet  from  the 
top  of  its  banks  (which  are  level  with  the  streets)  to  its 
botton  i  and  the  river  is  from  four  to  seven  fathoms  deep 
opposite  its  site.  It  might  be  supposed  that  such  a  dis- 
tance woald  secure  the  waters  of  the  tank  from  becoming 
brackish ;  but  the  soil  favours  the  cbmmunication  with 
the  river,  and,  during  the  hot  season,  occasions  the  tank 
to  be  so  strongly  impregnated,  as  to  be  unfit  either  for 
culinary  purposes,  or  for  washing.  It  is  more  remark- 
able, that  the  welle  in  the  different  out-works  of  Fcnt- 
William,  some  of  them  four  or  five  hundred  yards  from 
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the  rireri  partake  equally  of  the  moisture.  On  thia  arc- 
count  the  Government  were  at  a  great  expenae  in  formiag 
an  immense  reservoir,  (to  be  filled,  ir  required,  by  rain 
water,)  occupying  the  whole  of  one  of  the  basttODS. 

During  the  rainy  seaaoo,  the  rivers  are  full  up  to  their 
banks,  and  run  with  such  force,  often  six  or  eight  miles 
in  the  hour,  as  to  occasion  the  tide  to  be  little  felt,  either 
at  Calcutta,  or  Dacca.  Thus,  the  whole  of  the  water, 
both  of  the  rivers,  and  of  the  taoks  and  wells,  becomes 
fresh  and  pure.  On  the  other  hand,  during  the  hot 
months,  viz.  March,  April,  May,  and  part  of  June,  when, 
except  during  a  north-wester,  or  a  squall  incident  to  the 
season,  not  a  drop  oY  rain  is  to  be  expected,  the  waters 

'  are  every  where  proportionably  low;  and,  aa  the  tides 
come  up  with  extreme  force,  the  portion  of  sea^water 
must  be  considerable.  Such  is  the  fact ;  for  those  who 
visit  either  Calcutta,  or  Dacca,  at  that  season,  and  drink 
even  of  the  tank-water,  are  sure  to  feel  its  cathartic  ef- 
fects, and,  eventually,  to  suffer  under  a  kind  of  itch, 
which  is  very  troublesome.  At  Dacca,  where  the  air  is 
more  saline,  all  visitors  undei^o  the  penance  of  a  copious 
eruption.  Some  old  residents  hare  a  return  of  it  every 
hot  season,  though  extremely  careful  never  to  touch 
river  water.  Like  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  ihey  allot 
a  spacious  godown  to  the  reception  of  immense  jars  of 
earthen-ware,  which,  being  placed  side  by  side,  in  close 
rows,  are  successively, filled  by  the  ab-4ar,  or  servant 
whose  business  is  confined  to  the  care,  and  the  cooling, 
of  water  for  table  expenditure.  The  water  thus  preserved 
is  caught  in  lai^e  vessels,  placed  under  several  spouts, 

'  daring  heavy  rains.  The  quantity  varies  according  to 
the  consumption ;  but  that  of  a  family  at  Calcutta,  may  be 
computed  at  full  sixty  or  seventy  hogsheads  wUhin  the 
year.     In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  in  each  vessel  will 
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be  found  iDDumerable  larvte,  occnBiooed  by  musquitoes, 
and  other  tDsects,  which  would,  ia  time,  taint  the  fluid. 
It  is,  therefore,  customary  to  strain  the  whole  immedi- 
ately as  the  larvEB  are  discovered,  and  afterwards  to 
plunge  into  each  jar  an  immense  mass  of  iron,  made  red- 
hot  ;  to  destroy  whatever  animalculn  hare  escaped 
through  the  strainer.  Some  alum  is  then  dissolved  in 
water,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  put  into  each  vessel  to 
fine  its  contents.  Some,  after  the  foregoing  operations, 
(and  the  practice  should  be  more  generally  adopted,) 
sprinkle  a  quantity  of  very  fine  sand  on  the  surface  of 
the  water  in  each  jar ;  thereby  giving,  to  whatever  gross 
particles  it  may  contain,  a  tendency  to  precipitation.  It 
may,  at  first  view,  appear  that,  in  the  common  course  of 
society,  gentlemen  must  be  subject  to  partake  of  water 
not  so  scrupulously  purified,  and  perhaps  brought  from 
some  neighbouring  tank,  or  fi-om  a  river,  impregnated 
by  the  influx  of  a  brackish  tide.  Such  may  be  the  case 
occasionally ;  but  it  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  what 
has  been  said  of  the  duties  of  the  ab-dar.  or  water  ser- 
vant, that  purified  water  is  carried  by  a  bearer,  in  a  hangy, 
or  perhaps  in  a  soorye,  or  earthem  ji^,  to  the  house  at 
which  his  master  dines.  In  camp,  it  is  a  general  custom 
for  every  guest's  servant  to  supply  his  master  with  Water 
of  his  own  purifying,  either  by  means  of  alum,  or  some 
other  similar  astringent. 

The  vraters  tn  tlie  great  rivers  have  varions  sources. 
The  Ganges  receives  almost  all  the  other  rivers  in  iu 
course,  from  those  mountains  among  whieh  it  has  its 
source,  to  the  Bay  of  Chittagong,  where  it  empties  itself 
into  the  sea  in  an  immense  expanse.  The  properties  of 
this  river  we  may  divide  according  to  the  countries 
through  which  it  passes.  Hence  the  various  opinions 
entertained  of  its  qualities.     These  have  been  generally 
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mentioned  in  a  loose,  indiBciimioate  maoner,  mthout 
diBtingnishing  the  various  soils  whereby  its  parity  must  be 
affected,  in  a  country  where,  as  in  I^pt,  annual  innoda- 
tions  prevail ;  or  where,  at  least,  such  immense  rains 
fall  as  would  astonish  a  person  not  habituated  to  the  idost 
impetuous  showers. 

The  Ganges  takes  its  rise  at  the  back  of  the  Kammow 
Hills,  beyond  Hurdwar,  where  it  issues  forth  a  narrow, 
but'  rapid  stream,  from  among  broicbn  rocks,  and  soon 
spreads  to  some  extent  in  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Rohil- 
ound  district,  which  it  divided  from  the  province  of 
Delhi.  The  natives  of  India  rarely  venture  beyond 
Hurdwar.  They  have,  however,  an  opinion  that  the  true 
Ganga,  as  they  term  the  Ganges,  originates  at  that 
spot;  and,  considering  the  cow  as  the  greatest  blessing 
given  to  mankind,  emphatically  term  it  the  Cow't  Motuk  ,- 
implying  thereby  the  purity,  as  well  as  the  value,  of  Hit 
waters. 

But  those  mountains  which  give  birth  tq  the  Ganges, 
are  likewise  the  sources  of  the  Barampooter  ;  a  river  ex- 
ceeding even  the  Ganges  in  capacity.  These  two  im- 
mense streams  deviate  at  their  origin'  to  opposite  quar* 
ters :  the  Ganges  proceeding  westward,  and  the  Baram- 
pooter to  the  east.  The  former,  after  winding  at  the 
back  of  the  Kammow  and  Nagrocote  Mountains,  passes 
Hurdwar,  and,  proceeding  in  a  devious  track  through  the 
plains  of  Oude,  Allahabad,  Benares,  Bahar,  Jungleterry, 
HauTdah,  Coroercally,  Dacca,  and  other  subordinate  dis- 
tricts, receives  the  Luckyah,  as  a  branch  from  the  Baram- 
pooter, and  a  few  miles  below  Dacca  unites  with  that 
river;  whence,  under  the  designation  of  the  Megka, 
they  pursue  their  course  for  about  sixty  miles  to  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  forming  by  their  junction  a 
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Mlinae  of  witter,  encRMriog  from  tixmt  sefen  to  Iwcntff 
Bule*  ID  width. 

In  the  upper  country,  the  Ga^es  reeeind  varioM^  ivh 
ferior  Btresma,  aach  en  the  Doojoomh,  the  Cally'lfKMjr, 
the  Goombeerali,  the  GoDdack,  the  Mahanaddy,  the 
Rooee,  the  Jumma,  the  Goomty,  the  CahmnassR,  fiK 
Gogn,  (or  Dewab,)  the  Stmne,  th«  Coosah,  and  Tarious 
other  streama  not  vyiDg  in  extent  with  the  Oangea,  bat 
generally  equal  to  the  Thamea  at  London.  The  Gogra, 
the  Soane,  and  the  Cooeah,  are,  indeed,  rir^ra  of  the 
second  claas  ;  as  wide  ar  the  Thames  at  Graresend. 

From  Sooty,  which  is  in  the  Jungleterry  district  the 
Oan^es  throws  off  a  considerable  branch.  This,  wideit* 
ing  in  a  curioos  manner,  under  the  name  of  the  Baug-^ 
R«tty,  passes  Moorsbedabad,  formeHy  the  seat  of  the 
goremment  of  Bengal,  under  Sooraja  Sowlab,  Meet 
Jaffiers,  and  tiieir  anceators.  At  length,  after  a  coarse 
of  aboat  150  miles,  it  meets  at  Hiiddesh,  wittr  the 
JeUiDgby,  also  detached  from  the  Gangea,  whence  fhs 
two  fonn  a  lai^e  river  nnder  tile  name  of  the  Hoogly, 
wbicb,  flowing  nnder  Hoogly,  Bande),  Chinaniab, 
CSmademagore,  Serampore,  Cafcntta,  and  many  infl^ 
iior  places,  empties  itself  into  the  Aestem  end  of'  the 
Bay  (^  Bengal,  having  prericmBly  refiaved  the  Roopna- 
liam,  and  the  Dnmmoodab. 

In  its  course  from  Bagwangolab,  which  stands  near  to 
Sooty,  tbe  Ganges  aeBdaa  great  variety  of  small  streRms 
dsosgh^  the  Jessore  and  Mahomedpore  diatricts.  These 
BMeiing  vMt  large  iirfets  from  tbe  sea,  form  an  imrnenae 
lat^Htli  of  deep  wsten.  intersecting  Uiat  wiM' coontry 
called  the  Sanderbmtib,  in  soch  variona  mazes  aa  to  re* 
quire  a  pilot  KM  dieir  naviga^on. 

After  detailing  the  courses  of- the  rfvers,  some  reason^ 
2  b 
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■hoiUd  be  asMgDed  for  their  rise  Etod  .-fall,  u  tl^eieoi) 
many  physical  points  of  the  utmoBt  importance  will  bq 
found  to  depe[td.  A  description  of  the  difierent  soils 
through  which  they  pass  will  also  assist  in  judging  more 
correctly  respecting  the  causes  of  that  variety  of  charac- 
ter attached,  in  rarious  parts,  to  the  waters. 

llie  Hihet  Mountains,  which  form  the  nortb-«aet  booo- 
dary  of  a  long  valley,  stretching  from  Kapanl  to  Sirinag- 
h«r,  are  covered  with  snow  all  the  year. ,  Their  height  is 
BO  great,  that,  on  a  clear  day>  they  may  be  seen  from  the 
Oolah  at  Patna,  though  distant  little  less  than  300  miles. 
From  the  north-west  part  of  this  Alpine  range,  the  Ganges 
and  Barampooter  derive  th«r  sources,  as  before  de- 
scribed, back  to  back,  from  the  same  monntains.  To  the 
dissolution  of  a  part  of  the  snow  which  clothes  their  sum- 
mits, may,  perhaps,  be  safely  attributed  a  slight  increase 
th^t  takes  place  in  those  rivers,  about  the  middle  of 
May,  Suctuating  more  or  less,  at  intervals,  till  the 
periodical  rains  set  in,  generally  aboot  the  middle  of 
June.  Some  have  ascribed  their  rise  to  heavy  rains  in 
the  countries  through  which  the  streams  pass ;  but  soch 
caDQOt  be  the  true  cause.  I.  Because,  those  rains  must 
be  extremely  heavy  if  they  tended  to  swell  the  riyers; 
the  ground  bdng  parched,  ajid  requiring  great  moisture 
to  saturate  it.  II.  The  increase  is  not  attended  with  any 
turbid  appearance,  such  as  would  indisputably  result  from 
so  heavy  rains,  as,  after  saturating  the  thirsty  soil,  to  mise 
such  large  rivers  often  a  foot  or  more.  III.  Because 
diere  are  other  rivers  which  derive  their  sources  £rom 
the  Kammow  Hills  and  the  Morungs,  not  so  distant 
from  the  Thibet  Hills  but  that  they  might  be  ezp^ted  to, 
receive  their  share  of  the  rains,  and  to  shew  some  in. 
crease.  Yet  the  rise  is  confined  to  the  Qaoges  and  Ba- 
rampooter, whose  sonrces  li^  unong  the  snow-clad  moun- 
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t^D^.  IV.  Because  tbe  iocretBe  happeiu  at  the  hottest 
time  of  tbe  year,  and  the  water  loeeB  the  genial  wannA 
imparted  by  the  Bolar  ray,  beoomea  harder,  and,  ia  the 
spper  coQDtry,  near  Annopthier,  about  sixty  nitea  below 
the  Cotc't  Mouth,  ia  found,  at  that  particular  season,  to 
cause  acute  bowel  complaints,  which  a  not  the  case  at 
other  seasons.  Add  to  this,  that,  amtmg  the  natires  of 
tbe  conntries  above  Uordwar,  the  girkure,  or  wen  in  tbe 
throat,  in  some  measure,  prevails :  a  strong  symptom  of 
the  dissolution  of  snow. 

The  following  may,  generally,  be  considered  as  tb« 
soils  peculiar  to  the  seTeial  provinces  tbroogh  whiob  the 
Ganges  flom,  after  leaving  Hurdwar.  Tbe  west  bank  ia 
generally  high  all  the  way  to  Benares.  It  consists,  with 
little  exception,  of  iinxe,  concreted  into  irregular  mumtst 
much  like  roots  of  ginger,  or  Jerusalem,  aiticbolus,  of 
various  sizes,  some  weighing  about  &ve  or  six  pounds, 
osiers  scarcely  an  oonce.  These  are  of  a  ginger  or  ash 
colour ;  though  some,  more  mixed  with  the  gravelly  part 
of  the  soil,'are  of  a  yellowish  red.  This  kind  of  coocr6- 
tion  is  known  throughont  India  by  tbe  name  of  AwsAiir, 
and,  nben  burnt,  yields  a  very  inferior  kind  of  cement, 
friable,  and  not  very  tenacious  in  t^ard  to  the  body 
to  whidi  it  is  applied,  nor  hardening  so  as  to  resist 
moisture  effectually. 

All  the  rivos,  therefore,  which  issue  Crvm  the  western 
bank,  are,  more,  or  leas,  impregnated  wi^  this  kind  of 
lime ;  while,  on  the  opposite,  bank,  the  waters  partake  o£ 
a  strong  solution  of  nitre,  with  which,  most  of  the.plaina 
of  Oade,  Fyzabad,  Chkzypore,  &c.  abound-  £|ucb  is  tbe 
abundance,  that  the  C<Hnpany  prohibit  the  importation  of 
saltpetre  manufactured  in  tha  Nrtiob  Vizier  of  OudeV 
dominions.  Otfierwise,  its  dieapness,  (beiog  usuivlly  sotd, 
at  Fnrruckabad  for  about  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
2b2 
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owt,)  would  riMtroy  the  taaaufictories  at  Pttoa,  where  it 
caunooljr  seUa  for  donbte  tbst  phce. 

Tbs  cooatry  lying  between  the  Qaage*  and  the  Gowir 
ty,  (oa  die  eastern  bank,)'  from  Ciirrah  to  Banares,  ia  n- 
^ete  with  alkali  in  ft  foisila  stata,  know*  by  the  owne  of 
nu^'  This  ia  uaualLy  tbuad  on  the  su&ce,  especially 
at  the  dose  of  the  laip^y  leaaoik,  whed  it  begiu  to  abav 
itself  very  obvioualy,  and  ia  paied  off  with  nukttocki ; 
rifling  is  large  oeliular  strata  from  one  to  three  isckes  ia 
tbickneBB,  and  much  reaembling  thin  fre&^ton^  tboogh  tu 
aaore  ftocoua.  In  thia  state  it  ia  oarried  to  Market,  when  it 
ia  puiehascd  by  du  nuwofiictaren  of  soap  at  AUafaabad, 
Pataa,  and  ottier  places.  It  is  generally  combined  with 
oU.  At  Calcutta  it  ia  commonly  boU  at  about  fifty  per 
cent,  profit.  It  is  made  in  baaketa.  is  of  a  daric  cokmc, 
and  Twy  irfoiaL 

It  is  rMnifcable  that  the  iahabitants  of  these  coualna 
have  neirer  attended  to  the  efiec^  produced  by  these 
tnbptftaces.  Oa  tbe  western  bank  the  people  are  Bnbject 
to  nephritic  conptaiatfi,  which  ibty  generally  express  va- 
der  the  Tagoa  tann  af  luijmner'ka~dook  (paina  in  the  back;) 
while,  en  tbe  eastem  hank,  they  ate  troublad  with  the 
moomtoory,  (gripM,)  with  which  thoBe  living  inland, 
eapeoaUy  from  their  ose  of  tf»k-wateT,  are  aenerely 
afflicted. 

'  Daring  the  rainy  eeosoa,  theas  powerfnl  agents  com- 
bine, and-  give  birth  to  most  alsming  and  excruciati^ 
■nlndinn.  which,  hownFw,  readily  yield  to  a  few  gentle 
Mrthvties,  aided  by  etmgett  ^ico-watar,)  by  which  the 
tnttatinea  are  -sbeaAed.  The  i^atiTca  geMmlI]r,aaa  opa- 
atea,  whereby  th«y  often  fix  fhe  diaeaae.  fa  tha  dry 
■eaaOB,  that  ia,  from  tbt  esd  of  October  to  tbe  ma^dk 
«f  June,  die  rvrar  water,  haviag  ilepoaitad  die  ooaiDBS 
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.pirticteb,  ib  remarkably  clear  and  wtaoleHOme ;  except 
wheH  the  beffln-ttenlioDtd  ru^  takes  place,  about  the 
middle  or  end  of  May.  Ttte  bed  of  tb«  river  being  invari- 
aUf  •  conae  aend,  eccanonally  blended  with  itnmense 
sheets  of  ktutkur,  whereof  the  baaks  are  fomed  for 
miles  ID  ftotae  parts,  Muily  receives  tbe  lini«  and  alkali, 
leaving  the  ruhning  waten  dear,  uid  free  from  thpse  rab- 
■taDcea. 

EnropeuM,  in  any  situation,  never  drink  of  water  fresh 
drawn ;  it  being  always  left  to  stand  for  at  least  a  day  j 
during  whioh  a  copious  deposit  takes  place ;  in  the  rainy 
seaion,  pertiaps  a  fall  fourth  of  the  cootenU  of  the  vessel. 
Some  gentteeieB  are  tcry  puticular  in  having  their  water 
boiled. 

The  low  plains  of  the  Shswabad  and  BiiKar  districts, 
sitoatod  on  the  vesteni  baak  of  the  Ganges,  are  chiefly 
OBltivated  vrith  rice,  while  the  higher  parts  produce  white 
com,  optvm,  sugar,  Glc.  The  swampa  near  Saseram,  bor* 
decing  the  mnge  of  hJUa  at  the  western  boundary,  and 
which  oQwe  rtraad  to  Chaaai^  are  annually  in  a  state  of 
partial  corruption,  aufficioit  to  occasion  malignant  dis- 
eases. These  are  prevalent  about  November,  when  the 
son's  power  jwemotes  an  astoniahing  evaporation,  filling 
the  air  with  miasiBa,  and  Spreading  destrnotien  amtmg  all 
the  living  tribeBt  But  those  waters  are  ia  themselves 
highly  dangeiDut)  both  on  account  of  tbe  putre&ction  of 
the  vegetables  they  contain,  and  of  the  powerful  coalition 
of  various  mineral  streeiBB,  which,  having  in  the  rainy 
season  exceeded  their  ordinary  limits,  stray  into  the  low 
country,  and  mii  with  the  alrrady  deleterious  mass.  Find- 
ing a  diachai^.  for  their  redundancy,  by  means  of  the 
molUUide  of  fieaures,  or  small  channels,  every  where  exist- 
ing, these  blead  with  the  purer  torrents  occasioned  by  the 
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iropetuouB  rains,  and  cause  a  ferra*  to  prenil,  iriiicb,  io 
addition  to  th«  lime  and  nitre  already  afloat,  perioral  won- 
ders in'the  cause  ofdesolation. 

This  assemblage  of  rirulets  fomu  that  great  river  Uie 
Soane,  which,  for  its  short  course,  not  bui^  more  than 
sixty  miles  from  its  nnmeroos  sOuFcae  in  the  hills  baf<He 
noticed,  presents  an  uncommon  expanse.  It  is  genially 
from  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  two  miles  in  breadth ;  bnt* 
in  the  dry  season,  its  stream  contracts  to  a  Tery  narrow 
channel,  winding  in  the  most  fanciful  meandera,  and  cans- 
>D?>  by  its  waters  being  dispersed  in  a  rery  flat  bed,  moie 
quicksands  than  are  probably  to  be  found  in  any  other 
riTer.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  diat  in  Uiat  part  of 
he  world,  several  rirers  which  have  sandy  beds  appear 
suddenly  to  be  lost,  owing  to  aand  banks  thrown  np  so 
high  during  the  stream's  violence,  as  to  be  above  the  wa- 
ters when  the  rains  have  subsided.  The  cnrrent  contiouea 
very  perceptible ;  but  as  the  bar  prevents  the  watex  from 
going-forward,  it  passes  through  the  intervals  of  the  very 
coarse  grit  which  forms  the  bar;  and,  pertiapK,  at  the  dif 
tance  of  half  a  mile  lower,  reappears.  The  natives,  dis- 
posed to  attribute  every  thing  extraordinary  to  some  in- 
visible agent,  never  fail  to  consider  this  as  a  curse  upo» 
any  village  that  may  be  opposite  to  such  a  b&r,  under 
tbe  opinion  that  the  waters  ceased  to  run  in  its  vicini^ 
on  account  of  some  known  or  concealed  impie^  perpe- 
trated by  tbe  inhabitants. 

The  Qf^ra,  or  Bewah,  takes  its  rise  in  the  hills  north  of 
Gorackpore,  dividing  Napaul  from  the  Company's  posaea- 
uons.  Its  impetuous  course  rolls  through  a  ooantry  nearly 
desolate,  and  its  banks  are  bounded  by  most  extensive 
forests  and  wildernesses.  The  soil  is  not  so  impregnated 
with  nitre  as  in  other  parts,  nor  are  the  Btreams  which 
form  its  volume  tainted  so  strongly  with  minerals.     Per- 
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faips.  owing  to  tiie  length  of  iu  course,  which  may  be  about 
360  mHes  or  niore,  the  more  WMghty  particle*  inay  be 
depouted ;  for  it  is  held  that  this  river  contaioB  lads  ob> 
noxiotiB  raixhires  than  any  part  of  the  Ganges.  Of  lime  it 
may  certaioly  partake,  since  it  raos  through  eome  tmcti 
ftbonnding  with  knnkur:  bat  its  course  is  chiefly  tfarongh 
olay,  sfuid,  and  a  species  of  black  potter's  marie,  of  whitA 
crockery  is  made  in  some  parts  of  north  Babar,  in  imita- 
tion of  our  Stafibrdshire  ware,  though  very  inferior  as  to 
form  and'finiahing.  For  ^is  the  neighbourhood  of  Sewah 
M  famoua. 

.  The  prorince  of  Bahar  abounds  in  nitre;  and  every 
petty  rivolet  either  takes  its  rise  from  s(Hne  swamp  Btaxingly 
impregnated  with  it,  ot  passes  through  soils  yielding  it 
{Vofnaely.  Those  streams  that  originate  in  the  Chittrahf 
Ran^hur,  Oyah,  and  Monghyr  HlUs,  are  often  so  highly 
saturated  with  deleterious  substances,  as  to  betray  their 
bed  qualities  even  to  the  eye.  The  Mahana,  the  Mutwal- 
loh,  and  various  mocntun  rivers  in  that  quarter,  vriiidi 
msh  into  the  Ganges  between  Patna  and  Bogleptwe,  are 
frequently  tinged  with  copper,  of  whidi  some  small  veina 
are  to  be  found.  This  was  experienced  by  the  tSth  bat> 
talion  of  native  infantry  marching  firom  Patna  to  the  Rom- 
^ur  station,  when  the  whole  corps  were  so  extremely 
Aflected  by  the  water,  as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  ascend 
from  the  camp,  then  at  Dungaie,  to  the  summit  of  the 
Kanachitty  Pass  ;  such  was  the  state  to  which  it  had,  by 
its  cupreous  Boluticm,  reduced  both  men  and  beasts.  For- 
tunatdiy,  it  was  very  cold  weather,  and  the  use  made  of  the 
waters  had  been  very  limited. 

Some  officers  of  the  same  corps  being  on  a'  shooting 
party,  during  the  next  year,  happened  to  encamp  at  Don* 
gaie.  TIm  kettle  had  been  put  oa;  the  water,  indeed^ 
was  ready  for  breakfast ;  but  the  gentlemen,  on  atigbtiug 
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fton  tbpir  bono,  u  ««aJ,  ItM  -naUr  Iwoi^  dwm  ttf 
wMb  i  wfaen  th«  (watnoUon  it  ocoattoned  in  tbeir  nwadM 
iast^atly  remiadod  them  of  their  fonaer  «Mep«,  aad 
)hueby  cet  them  oq  tbeir  g«ai<d.  They  fewd,  «b  onqaiiy, 
th«ti  eilber  for  wuit  of  msiiMMy,  or  thfougk  iadoleoeef 
tbeir  «erv«iitfi  had  taken  the  water  from  tJbe  rivtilet  niawBg 
Dt  tke  foot  of  tb«  ptM,  iiMtead  of  drawing  it  from  a  wiil 
Im  tbe  town,  which  waa  at  do  great  dUtaoee. 
.  Maoy  auoh  atreaaaa  pour  into  the  Gaagea.  etUwr  singlyi 
gr  io  ooDJaoction  with  otben.  Ab  to  chalybeateiniueiKe, 
that  cannot  be  wanting ;  for  the  whole  range  of  hiUa  in 
the  alo^ftted  parta  gf  Ramghur,  Kotaa,  Cbittaah,  Toaar, 
PatAete,  BerbeoiBt  lU^onuitpon,  Midnapon^  &c»  may 
^  tenoed  on*  oiasa  of  iron  { lying  in  hage  pnjectioH  cs- 
paapd  to  new.  and  giving  the  aoil  a  atroag  nut  oolosr. 
lite  oativen  i*  tbosQ  paita  faaa  inmease  ({aantitieB  for 

'  Tiis  cowatry  froni  Bjeaarea  to  Patoa  ia  ganenUy  fertile 
ID  the  ^s.tngatf  abouodiqig  in  rich  plaiua,  and  a&rding  fe 
purer  water  thaa  i»  to  be  found  abore  that  intarral.  A^ 
Gaaypore  and  Bnxar  the  waten  receive  no  additional  aduU 
tcntioB,  except  from  the  Canunoaaaa,  which  eertainly  ia 
aa  iapore  atieam.  Such  it  is  e^wcially  regarded  by  tike 
nUifaflt  paiticvlu-ly  by  the  uiuaenae  hordes  of  pilgrima 
WkI  d«T«teea  who  croaa  thie  river  between  Saaeram  aad 
iBbumi*  on  their  way  froa  the  Maharrattah  oountry,  to 
n%ii,  the  holy  Hindoo  «jty  of  Kaui,  which  is  tke  nana  ibey 
gisra  to  Banarea.  A  rioh  man,  nuuding  as  far  off  aa  Pooi 
Mth.  the  csp^  of  the  Maharrattah  empife,  nectr  Bombay; 
bequeathed  a  Urge  sum  of  noney  for  building  a  Ividgai 
therftby  tp  obviate  the  n«oeasity  piowa  travellera  wtre 
uader  of  being  oamed  over  on  the  baoke  of  men,  wbo 
fjainadaJivalihood  l^  traoaporting  tboae  who,  firoin  over- 
BiceawnpUa,  would  not  wade  through  Aiastrefen),  aa.thay 
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auut  faftve  dooe  timtugh  bundred  of  otbcrt,  before  tit»f 
got  M>  Bcu  Unit  holy  ohject.  Unhap^uly  far  tkoM 
•orapolons  deroteM,  the  biidge  kns  decayed,  t^l  it  aeeinb 
ndikely  to  peifona  its  office.  The  soil  being  stiHly, 
and  Ibe  architect  uadeutuidiDg  but  litde  of  bis  fiobii- 
nou,  pien  bad  fcpeatcdly  feeea  raised  to  dboot  scted  or 
eight  ftet  bight  bat  ahvaya  gsve  way ;  so  that  the  pow 
itiaeraots  mwt  still  pay  Atir  penoe,  and  ride  aorou  M 
before ;  unfese  the  edifice  be  entneted  to  European 
arehitecta. 

The  Cooaeb  oontes  down  from  the  Morangs,  a  wild> 
iBoaBtainons  country,  replete  with  iapenetrable  foreste, 
and  coalauiiDg  a  £ew  minerals.  On  that  bead,  howerei; 
litUe  ia  known  {  the  extent  of  the  wilds  FBadnri^  it  ha.* 
possible  to  eaplere  the  aupp«sed  riches  contained-  in  -the 
besom  of  ibe  moantaina.  From  this  quarter,  and  the 
coDtiBnance  of  the  forest  before  described,  whidi 
itKtcbes  eastward  to  AessiDt  and  westward  to  Peelap 
beet,  at  firther,  die  whole  of  the  lower  coantries  are 
Hpf^d  wilfa  AiW  and  mnw  timben,  and  sohm  fiM. 

Quitting  the  eooDtry  in  wbicb  it  has  its  rise,  the 
Cooaafc,  after  a  foaming  course  of  about  forty  miles, 
entsn  the  extenSTe  plaiaa  m(  Piimeah>  through  whi^  it 
passes  in  a  more  tranquil  state,  though  enr  rapid,  till 
it  joins  tbfl  Ganges  a  little  below  Colgong,  which  atanda 
en  the  apposite  bank,  and  where  the  TenoahoDy,  a  small 
iluf^sb  stream,  in  breadth  about  eighty  or  a  hundred 
yards,  blends  ita  watars  mth  the  great  rirer.  The  Tef>> 
tDshoBy  is  very  deep,  and,  in  the  niny  season,  equally 
inpetuous.  like  the  Cooaah,  it  fiows,  during  ita  short 
GOHtse,  ehtcdy  throt^jh  a  Aat  country,  and  as  the  sotb 
in  this  partjsre  sabukms,  the  ^ecta  of  the  wateh  on  the 
lahabitajits  an  sot  remarkable. 

The  Ga«gee..«ajr    be  ooDudered   as  far  more  pure 
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betweea  Raja>Mahal,  id  the  Jongleturry  dtrtrict,  mmI 
Mauldftb,  or  Bagwmugokh,  than  for  lome  diitMwe  ^Kire. 
Daring  the  dry  aeaaon,  it  is  remariuble  for  the  cleanea 
and  lightiWM  of  it*  waters.  Doiii^  tbe  rainy  seasra 
thty  are  greatly  changed*  when  tbe  immenee  inundation 
lirfiich  prevails  tbroughont  Bengal,  properly  so  called, 
and  whicb^  moving  in  general  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
half  a  mile  in  Uie  hour,  may  be  considered  as  stagnaat. 

We  now  lose  the  great  body  of  sand  which  in  all  the 
upper  country  forms  tbe  bed,  not  only  of  tbe  Ganges,  bat 
of  every  river  whose  course  oontinoes  uninterrupted 
dwing  tbe  dry  season,  tiioagh  its'  stream  nay  beeome 
insignificant.  Here  it  should  be  remarked,  that  sandy 
beds  generally  produce  tbe  finest  beverage,  and  that  the 
water  will  be  found  ntore  pure  in  proportion  as  the  sand 
ia  coarse.  Hence  tbe  waten  in  the  deep  parts  ofsacb 
streams  are  invariably  the  sweetest;  for  the  coarae  sand 
will  naturally  find  its  way  to  the  greatest  depths,  at  the 
same  time  precipitating  tbe  impurities.  On  tbe  con- 
trary, the  light  Boating  sands,  which  every  little  moti<m 
will  agitate,  set  the  impurities  also  in  action.  Such  are 
generally  found  on  the  borders  of  the  stream,  whawe 
noat  persons  derive  their  snp^ies,  and  where  it  may 
usnally  be  seen  in  an  active  state;  or,  if  at  rest,  blended 
with  slime,  or  fibrous  substances. 

We  should  ever  remember  tbe  different  effects  of  fine 
and  coarse  sand  as  strainers.  Coarse  sand  allows  heavy 
or  coarse  bodies  to  pass  through  it  freely,  provided  the 
particles  be  not  adhesive,  or  too  gross  for  filtration. 
lima,  when  soch  sand  is  deposited  in  the  bed  of  a  river, 
the  lesser  particles  of  lime,  or  of  minerals  and  their  ona, 
wUl  sink  and  remain  fixed.  Not  ao  with  fine  sand. 
This  has  a  greater  tendency  to  compactness,  and,  gradu- 
ally filling  up  the  smallest  interval^  becomes  firm^  and 
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rensta  all  sdmixture  with  hetflrogeneous  BubstaDCta. 
These  sabstances  muat  of  necessity  remain  on  their 
sorfiice,  sabject  to  be  taken  up  by  water.  Persons  tc- 
enstonted  to  filtration  know  that,  owing  to  this  ten- 
deney,  fine  sand  is  the  best  medium  to  filter  through, 
while  coarse  sand  is  preferable  for  the  parposes  of 
precipitation. 

The  inundation  which  overfiows  Bengal,  especially  in 
the  districts  of  Nattore,  Dacca,  Je«s<»re,  the  southern 
parts  of  Run^ore,  and  a  part  of  Mahomed-Sbi,  is,  pa^ 
haps,  one  of  the  moat  curious  phenomena  of  nature. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Creator  conspicuously  appears  in  the 
appropriation  of  BUstenance^  both  for  the  human  and  the 
brute  species,  suited  -  to  this  annual  visitation  of  ^e 
waters.  However  copious  the  rains  in  the  soutfaem  pro- 
vinces, though  they  might  become  boggy,  and  be  par' 
ttaHy  inundated  where  the  lands  were  low;  yet,  without 
the  influx  of  these  immense  streams,  which,  owing  to  the 
declivity  of  the  surface,  pour  down  firom  the  upper  coan-. 
try,- Bengal  wonld,  at  siich  seasons,  be  but  a  miry  plain, 
or  a  shallow  morass.  The  great  inundation  doeB  not 
generally  take  place  till  a  month  after  the  period  when 
die  rains  have,  according  to  the  phrase  in  use,  set  in. 
The  thirsty  soils  of  Onde,  Coreh,  Allahabad,  Benares, 
Gazypore,  Patna,  Rungpore,  Boglepore,  Piimeah,  and  all 
beyond  the  36th  degree  of  latitude,  require  moch  mois- 
ture to  saturate  them ;  as  do  also  those  parched  plains 
into  which  they  ultimately  pour  tbeir  streams,  before  any 
put  of  the  soil  can  be  covered.  Indeed,  such  is  the 
state  of  the  soutbeiu  provinces,  after  the  cold  season, 
that  the  rich  friable  soil  in  which  they  abound  is  aeen 
cake^ried  and  cracked  -by  fisBures  many  inches  broad, 
as  though  some  great  convulsion  of  natSre  had  been  ex- 
erted to  rend  the  surface  into  innumerable  divisions. 
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Under  Ibe  cifcunutaBcet  of  a  flood  which  laato  tot 
DMU17  Bontfas,  Bootitmting  firoin  the  middle  or  eod  of 
July  to  the  beginning  of  OtMhet,  (though  in  loir 
■ituatioM  the  water  does  not  drain  off .  before  the 
nrfddile  of  December,)  the  i^^itaats  may  be  Mppowd 
to  Buffer  ail  the  tmMries  of  a  geoer^  rain  and  sahM- 
quent  Bcarcity.  The  rererse  is,  however,  tbe  oaae ; 
for,  untew  the  laioi  fall  in  sndi  torrenta  as  to  wash 
away  their  habitatiwil,  and  to  occasion  a  rise  in  the  fluid 
plHB  80  n^d  as  to  overwhelm  the  growing  rice,  the 
mora  ample  the  burtautif,  (the. rains,) the  more  {tlendful 
ia  the  crop,  and  genenlly  the  less  sickly  the  season. 
TUb  will  appear  sufficiently  credible  on  cooudering 
that  ampUtade  of  inondation  serves,  not  only  to  divide 
the  aeptjs  matter  contained  in  the  water,  bat  also  to 
accelerate  its  action^  and  to  eauae  its  proceeding  with 
added  impetus  to  dischaige  ibBelf  into  the  bay.  At  this 
season,  rivers  are  only  known  by  the  currents,  and  con- 
sequent  swells,  which  appear  amitbt  thu  temponvy 
ocean.  The  navigation,  for  several  moBths,  assumes  a 
new  ^ipearaace.  Vessels  of  great  burthen,  perbc^  of 
two  thoosand  maunds,  (each  801b..)  equal  to  nearly  oaa 
hwdred.  tons*  are  seen  traveising  the  country  in  all 
directions,. principally  with  the  wind,  which  is  thea  within 
a  few  points  on  either  side  of  south.  Noted  i^ties,  ex- 
alted mosques,  and  populous  gw^et,  or  graia-marketa, 
on  the  river''s  bank,  are  no  objects  of  attention.  The 
boatman  having  aet  his  enormous  square  sail,  proceeds 
by  gaess,  oc,  perhaps,  is  guided  by  experience,  tbroagh 
the  fields  of  rice,  wbich  every  where  raise  their  tasseled 
heads,  seeming  to  invite  the  reaper  to  collect  the  pea- 
oous  giun.  The  depth  of  water  is  generally  from  ten 
to  thir^  feet,  as.  tbe  country  may  be  more  or  leaa 
elevated. 
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It  ia  cflrioiw  to  sail  among  diese  insulated  towns.  At 
thia  leasoa  tbey  appear  almoBt  level  with  the  Burround- 
ing  denent,  and  hemmed  in  by  their  nomeroiu  dingiea, 
or  boats.  These,  exclusive  of  the  neceesity  for  preparing 
•gUQBt  an  over-abnndant  inundation,  are  reqsiaite  for  the 
pwt^Bfis  of  cutting  the  pad^,  rice  being  so  called  while 
in  the  hnsk. 

When  the  foal  seeesaion  of  the  inundation  is  about 
to  conHDMice,  the  whole  of  the  boats  are  in  motion,  and 
the  jMdify  is  cut  wiUi  astonishing  celerity.  It  is  fortu- 
nate, that,  owing  to  the  country  on  the  borders  of  the  sea. 
being  higher  than  the  inundated  conntry,  the  waters  can- 
not dmw  off  fester  than  they  And  vent,  by  means  of  the 
rivera  which  discharge  themselves  into  the  Bay  of  Benr 
gal.  The  growing  rice  would  otherwise  be  subject  to 
various  ftnctUKtionB  ansuited  to  its  nflture,  and  caasing 
the  straw  to  bend.  Thns  its  growth  would  be  injured; 
evwa  if  recovered  from  its  reclined  state  so-  as  again  to 
asaume  cm  the  stirfiice  a  rigorous  appearance. 

The  waters  of  the  inundation,  it  will  be  seen,  are  a 
mixture  of  ^1  the  streams  flowing  from  every  part  of  the 
extensive  valley  formed  by  the  ranges  of  mountaios 
stretching  from  Cfaittagong  to  Loll  Dong,  or  Hurdwar^ 
on  the  east  and  north-east,  and  from  Midnapore  to  La^ 
lH»-e,  6n  the  west  and  north-west,  a  course  of  not  less 
than  fifteen  hoodfed  miles,  and  generally  from  two  to 
four  miles  in  breadth.  It  may  be  supposed,  that,  by 
tiese  ttibatary  streams,  many  imparities  must  be  cor: 
T^ed,  as  already  particularixed.  To  diese  mast  be 
added  the  offensive,  and  certainTy  not  sahitary,  efieof 
prodneed  by  the  Hindoo  costom  of  consigning  every 
corpse  to  the  wnters  of  the  Ganges-,  or  of  any  stream  that 
ftewB  into  it. 

The  Hindoo  religion  requires  that  the  deceased  should 
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be  burnt  to  tuhei  on  the  borden  of  the  Gwf^  and  that 
thoae  aaheB,  with  «U  the  renuiants  of  wood  wed  in  the 
{ule,  together  with  the  snmlt  track  bedatead  od  which 
the  body  was  brought  from  the  habitatioD  to  the  river 
ud%  ■hould  be  dommitted  to  the  ■tream.  The  wbole- 
•ornvneu  of  tncb  ■  practice,  in  a  country  where,  patxe- 
fftction  proceeding  n  rapidly,  infection  and  its  effects 
are  prodigiously  extenaiTe,  cannot  be  disputed.  Such 
an  ordinance  may  vie  with  the  acts  of  any  other  legia- 
lator,  however  enli^tened.  But,  either  the  poverty,  the 
indolence,  or  the  lordidneaB  of  the  people  has  converted 
thia  wholeaome  precaution  into  a  perfect  nuisance. 
Fn>m  fifty  to  a  hundred  bodies,  in  diffirent  stages  of 
pabefaction,  may  be  seen  Boating  past  any  one  ^lot 
within  the  course  of  a  day.  These  having  been  pUced 
on  a  scanty  pile,  and  that  not  suffered  to  do  its  office, 
ndier  on  account  of  hot,  cold,  or  wet  weather,  have  been 
pushed,  by  means  of  a  bamboo  pole,  into  the  stream,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  travellers  by  water,  and  all  per- 
sona abiding  near  those  eddies.  There  the  nuisance  may 
be-  kept  circling  for  days,  till  forciUy  removed,  or  till 
the  p^mah  dogs  awim  in  and  drag  the  carcase  to  the 
ahore.  It  then  speedily  becomes  tbeii  prey,  or  that  of 
'  carrion  birds. 

Amidst  such  a  combination  of  putrid  aninaal  and  vege- 
table substance^  of  mineral  adulteration,  and  of  the 
miasma  naturally  arising  from  the  almost  sudden  expo- 
aore  of  an  immense  residuum  of  slime,  &c. ;  added  to 
the  cessation  of  the  pure  sea  air,  the'  wind  chutging  after 
the  runs  from  the  southerly  to  the  northeriy  points,  ace 
we  to  wonder  at  the  malignancy  of  those  fevers  prevalent 
throughout  the  province  of  Bengal  Proper,  from  the  itod 
of  September  to  the  eariy  part  of  January,  when  the 
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swunps.  tie  geiier»1]y  brought  into  narrow  lii]pita,  and 
th«  air  la  laden  with  toxions  T^onn  ? 

Thoagh  it  appears  that  the  general  sickneta  prevail- 
ing throngbont  Bengal  at  this  season,  is  indnced  by 
nearly  the  same  causes  which,  according  to  onr  beat  in. 
fonnations,  engender  the  yellow  fever  in  America,  yet 
QO  symptom  of  that  alarming  complunt  has  ever  been 
known  iit  India,  nor  does  the  bilious,  or  putrid  fever,  of 
Bengal  at  all  assimilate  aa  to  symptoms  with  the  Amarii 
can  malady.  It  ia  common  to  see  whole  villagea.  in  a 
state  of  jaundice,  and  the  ravages  of  the  disease  ere,  in 
some  years,  truly  formidable:  but,  though  it  may  be 
deemed  epidemic,  we  may,  at  the  same  time,  annex  an 
endemic  distinction,  as  to  each  villf^  sepamtely.  Ex- 
cept in  cases  of  putrid  accession,  or  of  obvious  typhus, 
there  does  not  seem  any  danger  of  infection ;  and  it  baa 
ba^n  proved  thsit  the  malady,  by  proper  care,  may  be 
wholly  averted.  At  several  civil  stations*  aod  at  some 
of  the  principal  miUtary  cantonments,  formeriy  consider- 
ed as  the  emporium  of  fever,  the  iofaabitants  have  pro- 
aerved  an  ordinary  state  of  health  merely  by  cutting  a  fem 
drains,  or  by  banking  up  such  places  as  formerly  proved 
inlets  to  inundate  plains  which  now  remain  sufficiently^ 
free  from  water  to  allow  of  pasturage  during  thelwhoto 
of  the  rainy  season.  > 

The  confinement  occasioned  by  a  long  term  of  rain, 
necessarily  alters  the  habit,  while  the  incumbent  atmo- 
sphere, laden  with  moisture,  at  the  same  moment  dinposea 
the  system  to  the  reception,  or  the  generation,  of  dtsease.: 
The  poor  native  does  not  change  bis  diet,  and  j»obahly 
retains  the  same  damp  clothes  for  many  days.  In  case  of 
illness,  his  ten^perate  system  of  living  seems  to  he  bi» 
greatest  ud ;  those  medicines  that  in  him  effect  a  great 
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change^  being  Savai  cemparativetj  feeblt  wbca  ad 
tered  either  to  one  of  a  dimolute  Itfc  or  to  Esropeans. 
These,  being  aocuBtomed  to  a  Bode  of  Uving  more  sub- 
ataatitl  end  stimulant,  caa  b«  acted  upon  only  by  the 
HWCB  potent  of  the  materia  tnediea. 

It  has  oAeo  been  aaked  with  surprise,  bow  H  happeH 
tiMt  Hie  plagve  has  wrer  riaitsd  Beogal.  IW  qaeation 
was  founded  on  the  supposed  affinity  between  that  coud- 
tiy  and  Egypt,  a»  to  annual  inundations,  and  the  natFOW- 
aess,  as  wall  as  filth,  of  the  streets  m  great  cities.  Hese, 
if  the  conjecture  were  eorrectt  would  iiktvce  pestilence, 
aa  the  same  oauBeB  are  said  to  opwate  in  Turkey. 

The  ease  is  widely  different  In  Egypt,  Utougb  the 
lands  are  inondatcd,  rain  is  scarcely  ever  known ;  the 
floodft  coming  from  the  southerly  mouatains.  Hence  the 
nhabitaota  saffei  all  the  disadrBAtages  of  a  hot  stmo- 
afihere,  during  eight  months  m  the  year ;  and  for  the  re- 
BUUBtng  foori  are  exposed  to  the  insalubrity  oocasi<Hied 
by  dw  inundation,  aspeoially  when  draining  off 

As  to  the  nan>ow*eBB  of  the  streets,  and  the  fillh  they 
•ontsii^  something  may  be  said  in  alleviation.  The 
kouaaq  in  Tarkey  are  much  higher  Hiaa  those  in  India, 
and  bnite  of  more  solid  materiala.  The  inhabitants  also, 
Aoti|^  nnivenaHy  the  Mlowen  oF  Mahomed,  partake 
of  some  of  the  bad  habits  of  the  neighboaring  ootuMriea, 
Vid  being  is  a  store  triable  climate,  more  pointed  atten- 
tion is  paid  in  tliar  eAfices  to  durability  and  dogeness. 
In  India  the  utmost  jealeusy  subsists  between  the  Moosul- 
maas  and  the  Hindooa,  bat  the  latter  are  most  nDmeroiw 
ift  ersry  place,  even  ia  cities  where  Moosulmas  princes 
bold  Uiair  dtirbart,  or  ooarts.  This  jeakmsy  occariom 
the  Hindoos  to  regard  as  a  oontaminatK»  every  v^tige 
irf  a  MooralmaR';  and,  as  ablociofm' are  enjoined  by*^ 
Hindoo  law  even  more  than  by  the  MooBulman^  book 
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of  fiiitb,  the  Koran,  we  may  cootider  the  person  of  a  Hin- 
doo to  be  aa  clean  and  wholesome  as  repeated  washing! 
can  make  it.  He  wean  only  a  small  lock  of  hair,  growing 
from  a  spot  on  the  crown  of  the  bead,  about  the  size  of  a 
dollar.  His  clothes  are  washed  aa  often  as  his  body;  and, 
on  the  whole,  it  appears  almost  imp'ossible  for  him  to 
contisct  any  disease  arising  from,  or  commnnicated 
through,  a  deficiency  of  individual  cleanliness. 

The  hooses  of  the  natives  throughout  India,  if  we  ex- 
cept about  one.third  of  Benares,  a  twentieth  of  Patna, 
the  same  of  Moorshadahad,  and  a  very  small  part  of  the 
Black  Town  of  Calcutta,  are  boilt  of  mats,  bamboos,  and 
straw.  In  the  latter,  under  late  regulations,  they  have 
been  tiled.  The  generality  of  rillage-huts  are  built  with 
mud  walls.  On  the  whole,  however,  whether  from  cracks 
in  the  walls,  or  intervals  between  them  and  the  thatches, 
windows.  Sec,  the  air  finds  a  free  course  throughouL  ^o 
this  may  be  added,  that  the  natives  do  not  sleep  on  fea- 
ther beds,  flock,  8tc.,  but  generally  on  mats  of  reeds. 
This  of  itaetf  may  be  considered  as  a  preventive  against 
infection. 

The  fires  kept  up  in  the  houses  of  natives  in  Turkey, 
are  in  fixed  stoves,  or  under  chimneys,  which  do  not  an. 
sw^r  the  purposes  of  futnigation.  Whereas  the  Indian, 
by  means  of  a  movable  stove,  unintentionally  fumigates  the 
whole  house,  making  the  eyes  of  all  smart  with  the  smoke. 
This  fuel  is  not  bituminous ;  but,  in  every  situation,  either 
wood,  or  the  dried  dung  of  cattle.  Besides,  the  floor  of 
a  Hindoo's  house  is,  perhaps  daily,  washed  with  a  thick 
solution  of  cow>duQg,  whence  a  freshness  is  difl'used, 
not  perhaps  very  gratifying  in  point  of  savour  to  an  Euro- 
pean's nostrils,  but  assuredly  anti-septic,  and  answering 
various  good  purposes,  especially  aa  the  walls,  to  the 
height  of  three  or  four  feet,  are  smeared  with  the  same 
2c 
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mixture.  The  uee  of  tobacco  is  common  to  both  Taricey 
and  India,  and  may  bo  conBidered  as  coatribotidg  to 
tesrst  the  dampe  duriDg  At  rainy  season,  as  well  as 
infection. 

As  to  apprebedsioDS  arising  from  filth,  fortanately  they 
are  not  better  founded  than  those  just  noticed,  from  the 
narrowness  of  the  streets.  'Htis  lucky  escape  from  dis- 
ease is  not,  however,  attributable  to  attention  on  thtf 
part  of  tb«  natives  individuatly,  or  to  the  fostering  care 
of  *e  native  governments.  Towns  of  any  importance  are 
generally  bnilt  on  the  borders  of  navigable  rirers,  which 
abound  throughout  the  country.  The  swarms  of  vultures, 
kites,  crows,  and  of  a  lai^e  kind  of  butehet  bird,  stand- 
ing at  least  six  feet  high,  called  the  argeeiah,  added  to 
the  immense  numbers  of  pariah  dogs,  generally  roving  at 
liberty,  and  having  no  owner ;  together  with  a  multitude 
of  jackalls,  that  patrol  the  cities,  as  well  as  the  plains, 
during  the  night;  all  contribute  to  remove  whatever  car- 
rion, or  putrescent  matter  they  can  discover. 

The  argeeiak,  just  mentioned>  may  be  occasionally  seen 
all  the  year  round,  but  generally  comes  with  the  first 
showers  in  June,  and  stays  till  the  cold  season  is  far  ad- 
vanced. It  then  retires,  to  breed,  into  the  heavy  covers  cm 
tile  borders  of  the  lai^e  unfrequented  lakea  near  the 
mountains,  This  bird  has  been  fally  described  in  the 
representation  of  thf  Ganges  breaking  its  banks,  in  the 
Wim  SposTB  OF -India.  It  is  by  some  called  the 
bone-eater,  from  its  peculiar  powers  of  digestion ;  swal- 
lowing whole  joints,  such  as  a  leg  of  lamb,  and  after  the 
meat  has  been  digested,  returning  the  bone  as  clean  as 
though  it  had  been  boiled  for  a  whole  day.  The  fitoess 
of  this  bird  to  eat  the  most  putrid  substances  has  been 
sufficiently  proved,  by  rubbing  an  ounce  or  more  of  emetic 
tartu  into  a  piece  of  meat,  which  an  argtdah  has  swal- 
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lowed,  without  sfaewing  any  syinptomB  or  uneaaineBB, 
diongh  for  hours  after  very  closely  watched.  From  tbia 
It  nray  be  inferred,  that  ordinary  stimulantB  do  not  dn^ 
agree  with  the  ntomaoh  of  this  ntiBightly,  but  innocent 
and  OBefiil  aninat. 

Inlaad  towos  are  tisually  built  near  some  la^e  jeel  or 
hdte,  or  on  some  ravine,  which,  during  the  nina,  forms  a 
rapid  water-course.  Such  as  are  near  hills,  are  often  for 
many  da/a  together  impassable,  owing  to  torrents  which', 
through  their  means,  find  a  way  to  some  expanse  or  navi- 
gable river.  The  jeel,  or  for  want  of  one,  the  tank  near- 
eat  to  the  town,  usually  becomes  the  receptacle  of  every 
Hindoo  corpse^  and,  at  the  same  time,  sappliea  the  inha- 
bitaMa  vntk  -water  for  every  parpoae.  This  intcAerable 
pfaclice,  and  others  equally  offensive,  may  be  thought 
■oficient  to  deter  meo,  who  pretend  to  the  utmost  delicacy 
and  parity  in  alt  reapecte,  from  drinking  at  so  contami- 
nated and  corrupt  a  reservoir. 

Tanks  and  Jeeh  are,  in  almost  every  part  of  India-, 
fan  of  n^ee,  and  of  the  conferva,  which,  together  with 
dwtk-we«d,  docks,  %c.,  both  cover  the  suHace  and  fill 
up  the  deeps.  They  are,  generally,  full  of  amaH  fishes  of 
variotti'deaeiiptionB;  and  if  of  any  extent  or  depth,  either 
barbour  or  invite  alligators,  which  infest  the  running 
tld«l«gn«nt  waters  in  every  part  of  the  country,  llese 
veramoasaaimata  travel  at  night  firom  one  jtel  or  tank 
to  mother ;  often  announcing  Uieir  presence  by  snapping 
up  some  poor  nnauspectiug  Hindoo,  who  wadeB  up  to  hia 
aiiddle  for  the  purpose  of  performing  fait  ablntioos,  and 
ofiering  up  the  prayers  customary  on  such  occasions. 

ta  snay  tanks,  alligators  are  known  to  be  numerous ; 
m;,  in  some  placee,  they  are  subsisted  hy  (he  eleemosy- 
nary donations  of  travellers,  who  diaburae  a  small  sum, 
or  preaent  some  provision  to  a  faqtteer  (or  mendicant 
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priest),  to  provide  food  for  the  alligators.  These  come 
forth  from  Uia  waters,  ou  beuing  the  welL-kaowo  voice 
of  their  holy  paireyor ;  from  whom  they  seldom  &il  to 
receive'  each  a  smallcake  of  meat,  or  some  other  provi- 
-  sion.  This  liberality  does  DOt,  however,  occasioa  any 
quafaaiah  scruples  of  gratitude ;  it  being  found,  tlut  alii- 
gaton  Uius  handsomely  treated  are  not  a  whit  more  re> 
served  in  the  application  of  their  teeth  to  bathera.  Sic, 
than  those  which  have  never  been  honoured  by  such  li- 
beral consideration. 

The  respiration  and -effluvia  proceeding  from  an  ani- 
malj  perhaps  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  long,  and  from 
tax  to  twelve  in  circumference,  muat  affect  even  a  large 
body  of  water.  Allowing  that  such  a  monster  consumes 
air  equal  to  ten  men,  which,  is  no  unfoir  calculadoD,  and 
that  twenty  gallons  of  water  contain  one  of  air ;  as  a 
man,  on  an  average,  consumes  one  gallon  of  air  in  a  mi- 
nute, the  alligator  muat  consume  twelve  hundred  galloni, 
equal  to  near  twenty  hogaheade,  in  ao  hour.  Thus,  in 
twenty-four  hours,  the  quantity  of  water  contaminated 
by  one  alligator  would  amount  to  four  hundred  aod 
eighty  hogsheads. 

From  this,  we  may  conceive  the  effect  ptodacMl  by 
•even  or  eight  alligators  in  a  tank  not  exceeding  two  acni 
in  measurement  and  nowhere  above  twelve  <»  fourteen 
feet  in  depth.  We  must,  also  connder  the  abundance 
of  fishes ;  for  did  not  that  abundance  exist,  the  allig^^Hn 
would  speedily  decamp.  To  these  two  sufficient  draw- 
backs, may  be  joined  all  that  has  been  aaid  of  the  impuii- 
ties  added  by  the  inhabitants,  and  we  shall  form  auch  a 
nauseating  and  unwholesome  combination  as  most  canae 
ns  to  wonder  how  any  one  ia  left  to  tdi  the  fate  of  his 
lost  companions. 

Amidst  the  mountains,  the  inuadationa  cannot  be  of 
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Auy  dmation,  Efad  the  waters  of  every  description  are 
limited  ss  to  extent,  the.streaniB  being  Tery  Bmsll>  ex- 
cepting a  few  hollows  between  two  hills,  or,  eventually, 
a  ToUey  in  which  a  pool  may  exist,  yet  alligators  are 
there  to  be  seen.  They  are  generally  small,  but  very 
savage,  making  up  by  their  rapacity  and  activity  for 
&s  want  of  that  bulk  which  renders  the  alligator  of  the 
great  rivers  more  apparently  dangerous.  By  the  term 
small,  we  most  not  conclude  them  to  be  diminutive,  but 
that  they  rarely  exceed  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  in  length. 
Such  will,  however,  seize  a  bullock  when  wading  in  a' 
task  or  jeel;  stealing  upon  him  with  the  utmost  caution, 
BO  aa  not  to  disturb  the  fluid,  and  even  keeping  the  dorsal 
spines  depressed  till  the  very  moment  of  seizoie.  Then, 
fattening  upon  the  unwary  animal's  leg,  and  throwing  his 
whole  weight  backwards,  at  the  same  time  swinging 
ronnd  forcibly,  so  as  to  raise  the  greater  part  of  his  dis- 
gnstingframe  above  the  surface,  the  alligator  by  one  violent 
effort,  which  appears  almost  instantaneous,  commonly 
■Dcceeds  to  drag  the  poor  animal  into  a  sufficient  depth. 
Pain,  surprise,  and  the  uoretaxing  bite  of  his  devourer, 
combine  to  disable  him  from  making  any  adequate  resist- 
ance. Being  also  kept  completely  immersed  by  the 
inhtle  and  experienced  assailant,  no  more  is  seen,  except 
dut  the  waters  appear  for  about  a  minute  violently  a^ 
tated  by  the  eflbrts  of  both  parties.  The  alligator  is, 
however,  compelled  to  raise  his  head  above  the  surface 
when  in  the  act  of  deglutition.  This  is  seen  daily,  even 
when  a  fish  becomes  the  victim.  On  these  occasions,  the 
Mnpnidoas  animal  rears  himself  in  the  waters,  exposed 
sometimes  so  far  as  the  shoulders,  and  ordinarily  biting 
the  fish  in  two,  when,  with  the  utmost  ease,  be  swallows 
what  would  make  a  hearty  meal  for  thirty  or  forty  men  of 
keen  appetite.    An  alligator  lias  been  frequently  seen  thus 
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to  swallow  a  rooee,  or  rirer  carp,  WBt^ung  from  fifty  to 
sixty  poDDiU:  a  size  by  no  means  uacommon  ia  tlie 
great  riren  ofBengaJ. 

The  great  demand  for  water  by  the  nativea,  in  areiy 
part  of  India,  occasions  the  digging  of  aa  immmBe  ooiu- 
ber  of  tanks  and  welU,  chiefly  by  persons  of  proper1|y« 
under  the  pretence  of  aiding  the  poorer  clagus ;  but,  im 
fact,  with  a  view  of  becoming  popular,  or  transmitting 
their  names  to  posterity  by  affixing  them  as  designations 
to  the  tank  or  well  in  question.  This  ia  equally  the  case 
as  to  plantations,  generally  of  miaigo  trees ;  and  in  the 
bnilding  of  teraia,  for  the  accommodation  of  travellen. 
These,  EuTopeaoB  generally  understand  to  be  canmnt- 
leraiet ;  but  that  term  can  only  apply  to  those  parts  of 
Arabia,  &G.,  furnishing  caraTana;  which  are  not  k^owa 
in  the  great  peninsula  of  India.  There,  from  the  extent  of 
sefb-coaet}  navigation  absorbs  the  cbief  part  pf  tb»  trai^ 
Seraiei  are  usually  known  by  the  nai^e  or  titlo  of  -the 
founder.  Thus,  Maraud  ka  Strmy  implies  that  the  public 
accommodation  for  travellerB  was  founded  by  Maraud  \ 
respecting  whom  the  people  in  attendance  either  have 
some  traditional  account,  or  supply  a  history  invented  for 
the  ocoesion. 

Seraiet  are  now  going  bstto  decay.  The  power  of  the 
native  priuoes  has  been  so  abridged,  and  thsir  inflaeaoe 
so  little  felt,  that,  generally  speaking,  were  a  lioh  or  ex* 
alted  character  to  found  a  «nry^  evan  on  fhe  most  liberal 
footing,  his  expectation  of  immortal  fame  wouU  acarcdy 
be  realised.  The  rage  is  now  more  for  ga^^j  or  grain 
markets;  kauti,  or  villages,  holding  periodical markata; 
ptat/laht,  or  «nnnal  fiiirs ;  and,  in  fact,  for  sugh  estai- 
bhsbments  as  afford  a  profit,  or  which,  tiOfa  becoaio^ 
notorious  in  the  way  of  trade,  are  man  likely  to  jpeipfe- 
tuate  the  celebrity  of  the  institntion. 
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.  Ihrgawi  (coiBpiQly  called  mosques)  appertain  ex- 
clusively to  those  of  the  Mahomedan  faitb,  and  mhuts, 
which  are,  properly,  places  of  Hindoo  worship,  also  ma- 
dra^iJu,  Qt  coUeges,  with  endowmentB  for  faqueen,  or 
9wd,9o  priests,  seem  to  maintain  their  ground.  These, 
^ke  the  abbeys  of  monkish  (imea,  are  ever  to  be  found 
in  the  best  aitnationa ;  especially  with  a  coptmand  of  ex- 
cellent water. 

The  tanks  in  the  hills,  which  have  resulted  from  arti- 
fici^  means,  are  generally  small,  full  of  weeds,  and  mrely 
lined  with  masonry.  Their  banks  are  aof^  and  the  waters, 
bstpg  4pcessible  to  cattle  on  every  side,  are  foul  and  tur- 
bid. Soqietiiqes,  during  the  hot  months,  these  become 
Dearly  dry,  affording,  if  any,  a  most  ofiensire  and  insalu- 
t>no<is  beverage.  Nevertheless,  the  indolent  native  will 
ofien  drink  this,  rather  than  send  half  a  mile  to  a  purer 
spring.  The  generality  of  these  tanks  have  originally 
a  r^olar  supply  from  numberlesB  springs,  fed  either  by  a 
natural  syphonio  process  frqm  higher  lands,  or  by  percoU- 
tipQ  of  the  profiiie  dews  that,  throughout  the  immense  jun. 
gles  on  the  higher  soils,  fall  during  the  hottest  months. 
From  the  want,  however,  of  proper  attention  to  preserve 
the  tanks  from  the  incursions  of  cattle,  wbich^  being  very 
wild  in  their  nature,  often  swim  or  wade  over  to  the  oppo- 
site sides,  these  springs  are  quickly  choked ;  and  in  such 
Qpeo  soils  easily  find  other  vents,  and  expose  the  inhabitants 
tQ  j^eat  suffering  from  drpught  In  many  instances  wells 
are  ^iig  in  the  taoks,  and  cause  a  great  saving  of  labour;  as 
wbfPOQce  a  spring  discharges  into  the  tank,  iif  su^  asi^u. 
ation,  ;it  is  apt  necessary  to  dig  the  whole  area  to  an  eq[ifal 
d#pth.  This  is  a  cheap  expedient,  adopted  by  such  as  have 
vfuiity  enoif^  to  attract  public  notice,  bat  not  money 
mougb  to  do  the  work  completely,  or  to  a  great  extent 
We  are  thus  led  to  the  consideration  of  those  effects 
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produced  in  hilly  coantriefi,  by  tbemten  in  common  ine< 
Nor  are  wa  deceived  in  onr  expectation  as  to  the  naolti 
natanlly  anting  from  so  forcible  an  agent.  Througfaoat 
&t  hilly  country,  exclusive  of  the  diminatiTe  featorea  at- 
tached, all  over  the  world,  to  the  various  danea  of  mwan- 
taineers,  there  is,  obviously  induced  by  the  diet,  and  moat 
espedally  by  the  waters  in  use,  an  additional  diminution 
of  bulk,  on  a  comparison  with  that  of  the  natives  in  Ae 
adjacent  low  lands.  Id  Tomar,  the  back  part  of  Chittiah, 
and  Ramghnr,  the  immense  extent  of  low  woods  almost 
debars  population ;  and  ihe  hill  people,  known  by  the 
name  of  Dhangaht,  subsist  principally  on  rice,  wild  fruits, 
uid  occasionally  a  little  game,  and  drink  of  water  such  as 
has  just  been  described,  collected  either  in  small  pools,  or 
in  artificial  tanks.  Now,  in  those  places  the  inhabituits 
are  extremely  stinted  in  their  growth,  sqnaHd,  trooUed 
with  wens,  half  devoured  with  a  kind  of  scurvy,  herpetic 
emptioD,  and  appear  even  at  a  very  early  age  to  lose  dieir 
vigour.  They  have,  besides,  a  peculiar  kind  of  ophthal< 
tnia,  partly  induced  by  an  excessive  passion  for  liquor, 
there  distilled  in  large  quantities,  and  by  their  exposure 
to  a  damp  impregnated  atmosphere ;  while,  in  their  hnts, 
their  whole  bappiuesa  seems  to  con«st  of  an  intense 
fumigation,  chieBy  from  green-wood,  snch  as  would 
wholly  suffocate  one  not  h^ituated  to  it  from  his  btrtfa. 

The  difference  between  these  haggard  objects,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  ths  plains  from  which  the  mountuns  take 
their  rise,  requires  no  comment.  It  most  forcibly  arrests 
the  traveller's  attention,  causing  him  to  donbt  whether, 
within  the  short  interval  of  periiaps  six  or  seven  miles,  he 
may  believe  his  senses,  which  represent  a  change  from 
vigorous  and  personable  manhood,  to  a  slate  decrejad, 
hideous,  and  dwarfish,  more  resembling  the  Weird  Sisters 
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thno  oar  imagioatioDB  can  coDceire,  or  our  beat  perTormen 
teprownti 

Some  tanks,  dag  by  the  more  charitable  among  the 
rich,  are  on  a  very  eztensiTe  scale,  coreriog  ten  or  tweWe 
aeiet.  Many  ore  of  great  antiquity,  and  have  been  very 
deep,  perhaps  thirty  feet;  but,  by  the  growth  of  veget^:^ 
matter,  added  to  the  heavy  bodies  of  sand  and  dost  that 
Dearly  darken  the  air  in  the  dry  season,  of  which  much 
falls  into  the  watera,  their  depth  is  considerably  reduced. 

In  some,  rarious  sboals  appear,  indicating  the  accumo- 
latioQ  of  rubbish,  and  in  a  manner  reproaching  those  who 
use  the  element  with  indolence  and  ingratitude.  In  such 
l^aces  fish  abound,  and  grow  to  an  astoaishing  aite,  some- 
time* aflbrding  excellent  angling ;  but  their  flavour  ill  cor- 
responds with  their  appearance,  being,  for  the  most  part, 
intoleraUy  muddy.  The  quantity  of  weeds,  the  sboal^ 
and  various  posts  sunk  in  different  parts  of  the  tank, 
armed  with  tenter-books,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
poachers  from  robbing  the  stock,  are  insuperable  bars  to 
the  use  of  nets.  Boats  are  not  in  uae  in  such  places ;  and 
there  aeema  to  be  no  attention  to  any  thing  relating  to 
such  waters,  except  that  the  lAecarnn,  or  native  sportsmen, 
exercise  much  ingenuity  and  skill  in  their  depredations 
among  the  wild  geese,  wild  dncks,  teal,  widgeons,  &&, 
with  which,  during  the  winter  months,  all  the  waters  of 
India  are  profusely  stocked.  Then  every  unfrequented 
puddle  is  covered  with  wild  fowl,  which  often  alight  during 
the  dark  nights  on  vraters  situated  in  the  very  hearts  of 
cities ;  in  which  sometimes  tanks  are  seen  of  such  size,  as 
to  secure  the  birds,  when  collected  near  the  centre,  from 
the  reach  of  small  shot.  This,  though  not  to  be  cJassed 
with  daily  occnirences,  is  by  no  means  singular. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  tanks,  especially  those  by 
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tbe  n>ftd-u4e.  or  cootigupuB  to  ci^^B  nod  popvLouaiownt, 
are  walled  in  with  masonry.  These  hare  at  oae^  ot  mon 
Bides,  either  r  long  slope)  or  ft  flight  of  exaellent  stODc 
stcpH.  Some,  indeed,  have  both ;  the  fortaer  beiog  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  cattle*  which  come  to  drink  there,  or 
ue brought  laden  with  IvgeJeaUior  hftgB  to  he  flUed.with 
wat^  for  the  use  of  the  inhabit^Qts.  Ftooa  tU»  gre»t  pe- 
nodiqe)  nitw*  and  the  swelling  of  the  soil  duriag  th«  w»- 
S«D  of  exccBsiTe  uoiBture,  (he  m«s<Hiiy  is  geqenjly  bunt 
in  various  places,  4nd  either  sinikB  oi  is  [»aati«tod  isto 
the  tank. 

A  due  atteotjop  to  the  proper  proportion  of  \i»»,  so 
u  to  give  a  substantial  talus  both  withio  and  with- 
out the  walls,  ^dded  to .  the  preoMition  of  leaving  jents 
fer  the  free  dist^arge  ot  ibe  springs,  or  tho  Bupsr«buo- 
^aot  ftnid,  into  the  tntk,  would  moat  B.qwre(Uy  C9w.t9»ct 
BO  destroctive  a  weakaess  tu  now  generally  «ziBts<  There 
is  scarcely  any  vary  old  masonry  which  hw  oot  sue* 
oumbed  thereto,  except  .^e  great  lutmU  or  dyke,  at  Juao- 
poie.  This,  according  to  tnulitiop,  tras  built  about  jSiite«D 
h«ndred  yean  ago,  and  having  been  mftde  of  r  v«ry  9h- 
durate  kind  of  kunktir,  found  in  those  parts,  blended  with 
•Koelleot  lime,  probably  bvrat-from  the  sanihe  slopes, 
t^pe^rff'Oow  a  complete  nwas  of  rock,  capable  of  resiptiog 
the  rp.TiigeB  of  time.  This  bvnd,  which  beats  HI  thevene- 
fable  marks  of  antiquity,  was  originally  throvra  up  to  limit 
theOowaty;  ftfiae  riivar.tbat  riaeeiathe  Peelabeetcoua- 
try.  and  washing  l4icknofr,  the  capital  of  0.ud«,  pasMi 
thrwiigb  the  city  of  Juanpon  uoder  a  very  lofty  bridge, 
built  90  Btrong  piers,  tenusatingiagothicarebea.  From 
the  wont  of  iup  breadth  in  these  arches,  .the  waten  rise 
daring  the  cainy  season  to  an  immaasfi  hei|d)t,  creating  a 
fall  of  which  that  at  London  Bridge,  at  its  worst,  is  in- 
deed but  a  poor  epitome.    The  distance  between  the  (op 
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•f  the  bridge  «ad  the  w^ter  b«)ow  it,  in  the  dry  Naite,  m 
aot  quite  sixty  feet ;  yet  it  is  on  lecord,  apd  in  theme- 
oMiy  ofumay  inhabitaats  of  JuRopore,  tb^t.the  river  hu 
been  eo  full  w  to  nu  over  the  bridge,  which  is  flat  Gnw 
one  end  to  the  other,  lying  level  between  two  high  baqks* 
dietaot  ebout  tbi»«  huodred  «nd  tveoty  yardft. 

FOTmerly,  when  the  waten  were  high,  they  are  said,  to 
have  overflowed  on  the  left  bank ;  forpiiag  an  ■njnwnM' 
ioandation  thioughovt  the  cotmtry  lying  ea«t  of  Joanpore, 
and  extandiog  down  towards  the  fertile  plains  of  Qtay- 
pore.  The  hoUon  or  low  land,  hy  which  tbey  pfoetratbdi 
1MB  sbont  two  milee  in  width ;  the  bund  was  thereftHv 
bniJt  to  a  auitable  exteot.  It  ie.iipw  about  two  sailBS  and 
a  half  longf  in  moat  parts  about  thirty  feet  broad  fit  the 
top,  and  double  that  width  at  the  base.  Its.beigbt  va- 
riM  from  tea  to  twenty  feet  Jh^  record  etates  it  to  bftve 
prored  effectual  in  reaiatiog  the  inundatiw ; .whicb^  hoW" 
onr,  an  acoonnt  of  the  imnd  being  at  right  angles  with 
th«  river,  so  as  to  occupy  a  favou»Ue  position,  and  out 
off  the  tecient,  contiaued  to  flow  annually  as  far  as  ita 
base.  In  lime  the  eediment  deposited  by  the  water,  thus 
nndered  stagnant,  filled  up  the  hollow,  nusing  ita  surfaoe 
as  high  as  the  other  parts  of  the  river^a  boundaiy,  and 
ceaating  a  aoil  peculiariy  valuable,  now  chiefly  occupied 
by  ind^o  {banters.  The  insalubrity  ocoaaioned  by  the 
many  ewamps  left  by  the  inundation,  wae  at  the  same  tine 
averted,  and  thednad  removed  fchat  tfaeiCeomty  vould^ 
iit  tims,  force  a  new  channel  for  the  eatira  body  of  ito 
stream.  La^e  tracts,  .before  of  little  value,  acquired  a 
deep  staple  of  soil,  wbic^  yields  sugar,  indigo,  whcA^ 
barley,  &c^  in  atuindanoe  and  perfection. 

The  tage  for  digging  tanks  has,  in  a  certain  measure* 
snbsided ;  aod  little  of  that  very  absurd  ostentation  is  now 
^•valentwhieh  psoduced  svcb  ioweose  wwJt*,  rendered 
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uieleu  by  tfieir  too  greet  anmber,  or  carried  to  an  excea» 
as  to  their  site.  It  would  perhaps  be  difficalt  to  ascribe 
it  to  any  other  motiTe  than  that  of  DoparaUeled  vanity, 
for  a  man  to  have  dug  near  seveDty  tanks,  all  nearly  con- 
tiguooB,  on  a  plain  not  many  miles  distant  ftom  the  mili- 
tary station  of  Burragong,  in  the  district  of  Sircar  Sa- 
rong, sitaate  between  the  Onndoc  and  the  Oogia.  The 
population  did  not  require  more  than  one  tank,  especially 
as  a  stream  of  tolerably  good  water  posses  within  a  few 
hondred  yards  of  the  site  of  these  monnments  of  oelen- 
tation.  The  inhabitanta  tell  variooa  stories  as  to  thepCT- 
■on  who  lavished  his  money  in  this  nseleas  manner ;  and 
(which  wonld,  no  doubt,  vex  the  real  prodigal  to  bis  very 
heart,)  the  modem  narrators  di^r  widely  even  aa  to  the 
name  and  rank  of  the  individual. 

With  respect  to  teraieif  we  may  at  least  praise  the  con- 
venience they  afford,  without  bestowing  much  admiration 
on  the  charity  of  their  founders.  Some  teraia  are  vuy 
extensive,  covering  six  or  eight  acres.  They  gMnrally 
consist  of  a  quadrangle,  built  across  the  road,  which 
passes  under  two  lofly  arched  gateways,  having  battle- 
ments or  turrets  over  them.  The  gates  open  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  allow  any  laden  elephant,  however  stupen- 
dous, to  pass  freely.  They  are  made  of  strong  wood, 
well  bound  with  iron,  and  studded  with  iron  spikes,  of 
which  the  points  are  on  the  oatside,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  elephants  from  fordng  them  by  presaure.  Hie 
surrounding  walls  of  the  quadrangle  are  generally  about 
fourteen  feet  in  height,  and  from  two  to  four  in  thick- 
ness, according  either  to  the  antiquity  of  the  building, 
or  to  the  parsimony  of  the  builder.  'Hiey  are  lined  all 
around  with  a  shed,  built  on  pillars,  and  divided  by  mats, 
&c.,  into  various  apartments,  all  sheltered  from  the  sua 
and  rain  by  ineans  of  doors,  &c.  of  bamboos,  mats,  grass. 
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8cc^  as  the  country  may  afford;  or  eTentDaHy.  a  part  ia 
built  up  with  thin  brick,  or  with  mud. 

In  the  central  parts  of  the  leray  there  are  generally 
some  Bhop8i  ranged  oa  each  side  of  the  roa<^  and  one 
boilding  appropriated  to  the  cutioai,  or  euperintendant 
of  the  place,  whose  office  is,  properly,  to  regulate  ail  mat- 
tera,  and  to  see  that  travellers  are  doly  accommodated; 
that  the  lylearakt,  or  cooks,  dress  their  victuals,  and 
that  the  ehuoktedan  take  due  chaise  of  the  goods  cod- 
signed  to  their  care.  All  this,  however,  ia  done  in  a 
slovenly  way ;  the  greatest  impositions  are  often  prao- 
tiaed ;  and  the  itinerant  journeys  on  from  ODe  sceoe  of 
thievish  combination  to  another. 

Although  a  uray  may  be  built  near  a  river,  or  to 
some  sufficient  stream,  yet  there  is  invariably,  in  the  area, 
a  well,  ordinarily  lined  with  circular  tiles,  or  maaonry. 
The  water  is  drawn  firom  such  wells,  for  the  most  part, 
by  means  of  a  truck-pulley,  suspended  between  the  limbs 
of  a  foiked  bough  cut  for  the  purpose,  and  having  a 
wooden  pin  through  it  as  an  axle.  Each  traveller  draws 
waterfor  himself,  and  for  that  purpose  carries  a  line  gene- 
rally about  twenty  feet  long.  Few  indeed  travel,  even  on 
foot,  without  a  lootah,  or  brass  water-vessel,  of  which 
there  are  various  sizes,  from  a  piut  to  half  a  gallon ;  a 
Udly,  or  flat  brass  plate,  with  a  border  about  an  inch  high. 
nearly  perpendicular;  and  a  euttorah,  oi  metal  cup.  Some 
even  carry  their  ifatAfAeei,  or  metal  boilera;  though,  in  ge- 
neral, they  purchase  for  a  farthing,  or,  at  the  utmost,  for  a 
halfpenny,  a  new  earthen  pot,  capable  of  holding  per- 
haps three  quarts,  ot  a  gallon,  with  a  lid  of  the  same ;  in 
which,  if  they  do  not  intend  to  employ  the  people  of  the 
lengf,  they  dress  their  own  victuals;  leaving  the  crockery, 
which  no  one  else  vriil  use,  it  being  considered  as  pol- 
luted. 
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Hm  water  of  wtila  in  th«  Mnun,  or  in  popolom  towtw, 
U  certainly  far  freaber  md  bettm*  than  is  to  be  bad,  in  ge- 
net^, frore  small  rivers.  But  maob  vill  depend  on  the 
soil,  Ute-^iag  of  the  well,  its  depth,  and,  indeed^  on  its 
widtb.  A  qttick  dmnght  ncoesmily  inrares  a  plentiibl 
flew,  and  prereots  corruptkm  from  any  impiinty  that  may 
c&Boally  Ml  in  from  abore.  At  a  certain  depth  there  is 
UBdally  found  a  Btratum  of  sand ;  this  is  remarkably  fine, 
and,  IB  toine  places,  retains  snch  a  large  portion  of  6uid  as 
lo  become  a  periect  quicksand.  In  atwBey  parts,  and  eepe- 
«hlly  in  the  Samgfaar  distrit^,  which,  ob  an  average,  may 
be  a  dioinand  feet  or  more  above  the  leret  coontry,  tfria 
substratum  presents  a  moat  eerioaB  diffitfdty  in  the  Bink- 
ing  of  w^s. 

The  nsrtivefl  throns^ont  Iiidia  have  a  great  reapect  for 
mob  as  plant  tmiKgD  topet  (or  woods).  These  are,  in  gene- 
ral, managed  with  great  care ;  the  treee  being  set  each  way 
at  fegnlar  distances,  forming  parallel  Tisfas,  both  lengtt- 
wise  and  breadthwise ;  the  width  of  which  are  equal  eat^ 
way,  and  varying  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  When  first 
planted,  they  are  wdl  inclosed  with  a  ditch  and  bank, 
aafBoient  to  prevent  cattle  from  injoring  the  yoong  trees, 
which  are  also  watered  at  intervale  dming  the  (fry  Beawm, 
generally  from  a  well  dirg  at  the  expense  of  the  planter, 
•on  one  side  of  the  tope.  If  the  proprietor  be  licb,  the 
well  is  nnally  large,  tined  with  masonry,  end  ftiraished 
with  ciitenn  of  the  same,  en  of  hewn  'rtone,  so  ihM  oatde 
may  be  relreBhed  in  numbers.  Two  pillars  of  mesoniy, 
.  DT  substantial  wood,  are  efeoted,  eaob  mpportiog  the  eai 
«f  a  timber,  stretching  across  the  well  at  about  'five  feet 
above  the  brink.  On  this  timber  a  ehieve  of  wood  is  fixed, 
with  one  or  more  grooves  for  the  reception  oT  the  cord 
used  in  drawing  water. 

The  first-fmits  of  plantations  are,  with  few  exceptions. 
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coBBidered  as  appertaining  to  the  tutelar  deity  of  the 
planter,  aod  are  tendered  to  him  ab  offeringa  on  the  part 
of  the  t&pe.  The  priests  who  officiate  on  these  augast  oc- 
casions, commonly  find  means  to  sate  tiie  sacred  cba- 
racter  of  their  invisible  patron  fVom  any  suspicion  of  ginf 
tony,  by  taking  apon  themselves  the  office  of  proxy,  oB 
this  and  every  oecasiorr  wherein  mastication  is  needAil. 

On  many  of  the  great  roads,  such  as  ^at  leading  from 
Benares  to  the  npper  stations,  are  very  laige  wells,  eon* 
veniently  situated  near  some  shelter,  though  p>erfaep8  dis* 
tant  from  any  town.  Ocoasionally  a  hut  or  tWo  may  be 
ID  the  ricittity,  for  the  residence  of  a  hurmeah,  (or  kind  of 
'chandler,)  or  for  a  vendor  of  spirits.  Some  of  these  wella 
are  furnished  with  various  sets  of  pillars  and  shieves,  very 
Bsbst&ntial  in  their  construction,  so  as  to  bear  the  weight 
of  a  leathevn  bag,  formed  by  stitching  the  edges  of  a  whole 
hide,  divested  of  its  superfinoas  angles,  Sec.,  to  an  iron 
hoop  of  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter.  By  means  of  two 
aCrchcid  irons,  rivetted,  at  theircroasing  in  the  middle,  bya 
swivel  and  loop,  the  bag,  or  moot,  is  managed  in  the  same 
way  as  a  bucket  in  Europe.  Many  of  these  moots  are  ca- 
pable of  containing  at  least  half  a  hogshead.  They  re*- 
tatn  the  vretertnore  steadily  in  ascending  than  any  vessel 
whose  udes  are  fixed  and  firm ;  and  as  they  are  drawn 
into  a  cistern,  or  *>ver  a  bed  made  hollow  for  their  Pt* 
ception  above  the  brink  of  the  well,  no  great  exertion  is 
retjuired  to  empty  them,  the  waters  discharging  volunta- 
rily when  the  moot  is  sAffisred,  by  the  slackening  of  the 
rope,  to  touch  the  botEon  of  the  bed  o^  cistern. 

It  may  reasonably  be  inferred,  that  a  vfeight  of  water 
contained  in  an  ordinary  ox  or  cow  bide,  though  ftf  wmtSi 
geetrtii,  muat  be  ttore  than  manual  strength  could 
manage ;  especially  as  the  pulley  ia  extremely  sm^, 
rarely  more  than  six  or  seven  inches  ib  diameter,  nearly 
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as  orach  in  wtdtli,  and  moving  on  •  rude  piece  of  wood 
for  an  am.  Of  thig,  probably,  nearly  half  has  been  lost 
by  die  ezcesaire  friction  a  piece  of  machinery  so  unG- 
oished  and  ill-proportioned  must  occasion.  Not  one  in  a 
thousand  is  ever  lubricated,  but  the  bole  in  the  shieve  is 
generally  adequate  to  admit  an  axis  treble  the  size  of  that 
in  use  ;  whence  the  pulley  mutt  jump  from  one  inequa- 
lity to  another ;  creating,  st  every  such  ttansitioD,  a 
check  of  some  coDaequence  to  the  power  from  which 
it  derives  its  motion. 

To  draw  water  by  means  of  the  moot,  two  men  and  a 
pair  of  oxen  are  requisite :  the  siae  of  the  moot  being 
proportioned  to  tbe  bulk  of  the  cattle,  which  arc  yoked 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  drawing  by  means  of  tbe  rope 
fastened  round  the  centre  of  the  yoke,  and  passing  be- 
tween them.  The  strength  of  tbe  oxen  is  uded  rery 
considerably  by  the  declivity  of  the  path  they  follow ; 
so  that,  in  proceeding  from  the  well,  as  they  draw  up  the 
moot,  they  descend  a  talus,  or  slope,  of  which  the  an^ 
may  vary  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  degrees.  Tbe  driver 
frequently  seats  himself  on  die  yoke,  to  increase  tbe 
weight  acting  in  opposition  to  the  moot' 

As  the  quantity  of  earth  derived  (com  the  abaft  of  the 
well  rarely  suffices  to  give  the  tains  sufficient  slope,  one 
half  the  length  of  the  buUook^s  track  (which  is  r^ulated 
by  the  length  of  the  rope,  and  may  usually  measure 
about  twenty-five  yards,)  is  sunk  in  the  ground,  and  the 
height  near  the  well  raised  with  the  proceeds  of  the  ex- 
cavation. This  insures  a  sufficient  addition  to  the  ener- 
gies of  the  cattle  in  descending,  which  tbey  do  with 
great  effect  when  goaded  by  the  driver.  Arriving  at  the 
bottom  of  the  slope,  or  when  the  moot  is  raised  above  the 
Burfiice  of  the  well,  tbe  cattle  stop,  and  the  man  in  at- 
tea^Unce  at  the  brink  draws  the  moot  over  the  bed,  or 
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dstero,  which  is  imde  to  pn^act  over  about  one-third  oi 
the  well. 

Some  of  tbewella  seen  at  the  sides  of  the  great  roads 
measare  fifteea  or  lixteen  feet  ia  diameter,  and  have 
slopes  cut  out  of  the  soil,  lined  on  each  side  with  ma- 
sonry. These  lead  to  an  opening  in  .the  well's  <»rcum- 
fereaoe,  near  to  the  ordinary  level  of  the  water,  which, 
in  the  dry  season,  is  generally  within  very  narrow  Umits. 
Near  the  opening  is  sometimes  an  iron  ladle,  fastened  by 
means  of  a  chain.  This  convenience,  for  the  most  part, 
is  held  sacred ;  and  he  who  pilfered  one  from  its  place 
of  security,  would,  in  those  parts,  be  considered  hs  a 
consummate  villain.  But  it  appears  from  many  obvious 
mariis  of  violence,  that  there  are  men  so  depraved  as  to 
steal  these  chains  and  ladles,  when  necessity  may  arge 
them  to  take  advantage  of  a  fair  opportunity. 

Wells  founded  on  such  a  principle,  iu  a  climate  where 
excessive  heats  prevail  for  three  months,  may  be  deemed, 
invaluable.  Yet  they  are  really  little  used,  their  surfaces 
in  general  being  covered  with  duck-weed,  and  they  rarely- 
are  without  an  ample  colony  of  frogs.  Where,  huts  are 
built  near  them,  their  waters,  being  rather  less  stf^^nt, 
are,  of  course,  more  wholesome,  as  well  aa  more  palata- 
ble. The  encampment  of  a  raiment  in  tbeir  neighbour- 
hood eooD  sweetens  thsm. 

Some  are  rendered  foul  by  their  containing  fish.  It 
would  he  difficult  to  account  for  fish  being  there,  unless 
they  fall  with  the  heavy  showers  attendant  upon  those 
violent  squalls  called  aorth^westers,  during  the  hot  sea- 
son, yiheu  multitudes  of  small  fiy  have  been  occasionally 
found,  even  on  the .  tops  of  houses,  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  Some  assert  that  many,  have  been  Couhd 
aHm  Captain  Williamson  had  seen  some  lying  dead  ; 
once,,  in  particular, .  near  AlhUiabad,  after  a  very  heavy 
2d 
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■hower  of  nia.  It  does  D9t  appear  posnble  dut,  wtn 
if  socked  up  by  a  mter-spout,  and  imafcdiately  Mtamcd 
with  tke  rain,  they  ooidd  surriTe  the  ntpidity  of  the 
ucsntf  and  the  forcfl  with  which  tbey  fall. 

It  is  Kmatkabte,  that  only  three  kinc^  ctf  fish  an  ctsf 
teen  in  well* ;  vis.  the  niee,  which*  in  a  great  meamre, 
reMDiiblea  our  pike,  and  m  equally  ranaoM ;  the  gunye, 
or  mad>fiah,  very  similar  is  foraa  to  our  naikt'i  tkuaUi : 
and  the  jn^aee,  orbayonefc^aby  a»c^]ed  frem  its  baving 
three  terrible  spines  in  its  dorsal  and  lateral  fins,  the 
wflUDds  made  by  which  ar^  generally,  very  aevere.  This 
fieh  has  a  porjdish  skin,  witbont  seeks,  is  thin,  like  a  mb- 
stantial  pork-knife,  and  has  a  broad  fiat  head.  Like  the 
gunye,  it  is  fouiid  ocdy  among  mad  and  sKme,  wherein 
it  w*rkB  very  nimbly.  Both  species  can  live  a  long  while 
in  moist  mud,  as  is  proved  by  Uieir  being  Imnd  ineecwit 
pttddles,  where  water  had  formerly  been  dried  ap.  it  is 
im— itnMii  that  both  the  gurrye  asd  the  taigme  taste 
very  aweet,  and  are  never  maddy,  the  latteE  id  pmti- 
cahir. 

If  wa  except  those  small  streams  dtet  come  donv.  from 
mountains  containing  oms,  which  mast,  of  coarse,  im- 
pr^p»te  the  waters  in  those  jnrts,  the  number  of  mmeral 
spnnga  yet  discovered  in  Bengal,  and  the  subordinate 
stations  under  that  presidency,  is  amcil)  indeed.  Possibly 
nambers  niay  exist,  Ihoilgh  not  generally  known;  one 
baviag  been  accidentdly  discovered  witbln  a  few  yaide 
of  the  roard  on  the  west  bank  of  tbe  Mabaoai,  a  small 
riv«r  whidi  rises  aiaoag  tbe  bills  wear  the  Catauraaandy- 
paas  in  the  RaUDghnr  diidriet  This  woald  very  '  proba- 
bly have  escaped  notice,  but  for  the' nnweous  smell, 
and  block  greasy  appearanoe  of  the  soil  wbeoce  it  issued. 
The  flavour  was  soapy,  but  strongly  sa^hune;  and  A 
slight  scum,  wbiolk  appeased  CO  vise  witb  tlaa  spriflg,  was 
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ppcttliaily  ftcrid.  It  was  probab^  nenir  aaaljrxad,  bqt 
aigM  hare-  froceeded  (com  a  bed  conposed  of  Mi)|dtar: 
and  bitwne*,  MpectaHy  eb  coaU  are  found  «itbta  that 
district 

Xbne  is  a  T«cy  remarkable  hofc«pritig  at  a  ptee 
called  SeetiA-Coan,  mthin  tbree  milw  ef  the  fort  of 
Mangkg^.  This,  it  appears,  has  been  kocmD  for  ageK. 
It  ii  about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  square,  and  ma^  b« 
from  flertfn  to  dght  feet  deep  in  the  middle.'  That,  hooT' 
ever,  must  be  a  coiqeceare;  the  aides  being  of  iniBonry, 
^elvu^  tn  grently,  and  tht  bottom  not  reaiarkaUy  dew 
of  weeds,  &c.  The  water  is  very  hot,  ao  timt  «o  egg  fens 
been  moderate^  poached  at  this  sprhig ;  and  it  ia  said  that 
one  was  boiled  iu  it,  but  probably  not  to  any  degree 
of  firaaneM.  The  moat  complete  proof  of  a  lai'ge  por- 
tion of  caloric  contained  in  this  spring,  is  the  nfelan>: 
dmAj  foot,  that  an  artillery  soldier,  in  the  year  1777,  at* 
tempting  to  awim  across,  was  scalded  in  such  a  manner 
u  fa>  eipire  shortly  after  being  taken  oat. 

The  natires,  who  judge  by  appearHDces,  and  aipe«i^ 
ally  by  the  quantity  of  veponr  iJiat  i»  foond  dwring  the 
winter  to  rise  firam  the  spring,  afflroB  that  the  water  is 
then  considerably  hotter  than  at  any  other  aeuon.  The' 
fallacy  of  such  an  opinion  ia  easily  detected,  and  has 
indeed  been  proved.  Several  gentlemen  have  been  at' 
the  trouble  of  keeping  a  register  of  its  daily  variatioas, 
which  were  fovnd  to  be-  extremely  small,  probably  between 
140>  and  1600  of  Fahnenheit. 

This  well,  of  whieli  the  waters  ine  eanaidared  retnatlcF- 
ably  wbolesonw,  stands  on  the  boKters  «f  a  small  piei»* 
tation  of  maBgo-trecS';  neu  three  or  four  other  wells,  of 
whieb  the  waters  are  cold,  and  have  noliaay  distinguisli- 
ing  quality.  Tbe  rednndant  water  from  the  hot  well 
afFbrds  a  stream,  whose  section  may  be  equal  to  thirty 
3d2 
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square  iDcbes.  It  passes  into  a  large  marsb,  of  at  least 
twenty  acres,  close  to  the  plantation,  where  it  aourisb«s  a 
great  variety  of  aquatic  plants,  that  appear  to  grow  with 
more  tbao  ordinary  vigonr. 

Hie  same  negligence  in  regard  to  botany  and  natuTal 
history,  which  appears  to  operate  throughout  India,  (if  we 
except  the  labours  of  some  zealous  individuals,)  seems  to 
operate  against  enquiry  into  various  important  matters 
relating  to  the  mineral  waters.  These  would  doubtless  be 
found  in  abundance,  were  either  the  cost  of  research  so 
modmtte  as  to  permit  active  individuals  to  explore  the 
vast  regions,  whose  very  boundaries  are  as  yet  scarcely 
known ;  or,  were  the  Government  of  India  to  defray  the 
expense  of  a  few  capable  men,  whose  time  shoukl  be 
wholly  devoted  to  an  enquiry  into  whatever  might  apper- 
tain  to  botany,  mineralogy,  natural  history,  and  the 
various  branches  of  knowledge  on  which  chemistiy  and 
physic  depend. 

An  extraordinary  negligence  has  been  shewn  respecting 
the  hot  well  at  Monghyr,  standing  within  two  miles  of  the 
Ganges,  not  more  than  three  miles  from  the  Fort  of  Mon- 
ghyr, (a  grand  dep6t  for  stores,  garrisoned  by  upwards  of 
two  thousand  invalids,)  and  in  the  direct  tract  from  Cal- 
cutta to  the  upper  provinces.  Though  the  waters  of  this 
well  are  sent  for  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  is 
bottled  in  large  quantities  for  persons,  especially  ladies, 
going  to  sea ;  yet,  strange  to  tell,  its  properties  have  never 
been  duly  analyzed.  Various  medical  men  have  differed  as 
to  its  basis ;  some  asserting  it  to  be  chalybeate ;  others,  im- 
pregnated with  soda ;  while  some  declared  it  to  possess  uo 
particular  impregnation,  nor  any  active  principle. 

It  mnst  be  evident,  that,  in  a  country  whose  soil  is  s«b> 
jeot  to  be  parched  during  so   many  months  in  the  year, 
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keavy  fogs  and  minsma  must  abound.  Consequently, 
daring  the  four  months  following  the  cessation  of  the  an. 
nuat  raina,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  atmosphere  is 
laden,  till  a  very  late  hour  in  the  day,  with  mists  and  va- 
pours. In  great  cities,  die  bad  effects  of  these  are  not  so 
perceptible,  on  account  of  the  general  fumigation  which 
takes  place  during  the  evenings.  Then  the  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  if  by  general  consent,  kindle  fires  to  cook 
tbeir  victuals,  of  which  they  rarely  eat  till  six  or  seven 
o'clock,  the  cold  remains  of  the  repast  being  reserved  for 
the  morning.  This  fortuitous  circumstance  tends  to  purify 
the  air,  and  thus  to  obviate  a  large  portion  of  those  evils  to 
vhicb  villages,  which  stand  more  expoeed  in  the  midst  of 
the  marshy  tracts,  are  imminently  subject.  In  such,  it 
is  common  to  find  a  very  lai^e  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
annually  laid  up  with  obstinate  intermittents,  from  which 
they  are  reucued  by  their  moderation  as  to  diet,  and  a  few 
medicinal  simples  every  where  common,  and  whose  appli- 
cation -is  sufficiently  understood.  Great  numbers  are, 
however,  cut  off  by  the  disease  itself,  or  by  the  obstruc- 
tions it  generally  creates.  Those  are  ever  to  be  dreaded, 
even  though  a  perfect  cure  should  apparently  have  taken 
place.  It  ie-by  do  means  uncommon  to  see  persons,  es- 
pectalty  Europeans,  who  have,  to  appearance,  been  cured 
of  Jungle,  or  Hill-fevers,  as  they  are  locally  designated, 
and  which  correspond  exactly  with  our  Marsh<fever,  laid 
op  at  either  the  full  or  change  of  the  moon,  or  possibly 
at  both,  for  years  after. 

••  Many  have  affected,"  says  Captain  Williamson.  "  to 
doubt  the  planetary  influence  on  the  human  constitution ; 
bat  to  me  there  appears  every  reason  to  accredit  the  opi- 
nion, as  I  have  seen  ao  many  instances  among  my  own 
intimate  friends,   as  vreil  as  a  thousand  ordinary  cases 
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MMOg  >oldiftrari»iDp.followera,  vilUgen,  ttc"  Captain 
W.  add*  tbc  fioUowing  exlncts  from  tli«  tteatiae  of  Dr. 
FraactB  Balfbar,  of  tbe  Bug^  M«dK»l  Sctebluluaeia. 

"OF  THE  PABOXYSMS  OF  FBVER8. 
"  In  Bengal,  there  is  no  rsBBon  to  doitbt  that  the  ho- 
m&A  frHQfi  is  a0Mted  by  the  influence  coooected  vitfa  the 
relative  sitnationt  of  the  inn  and  ibood.  hi  ctrtmn  states 
of  health  and  Ttgonr,  Ah  infiaeoce  has  not  poww  to  Aew 
itself  by  any  obvious  eflbcti ;  and,  in  such  eases,  its  ex- 
iatenpe  is  «ften  not  acknowledged.  But  in  oertain  states 
'Of  debiti^  and  disenee^  it  is  able  to  manifest  itaelf  by  ex- 
oitiog  febrile  ^nrarynns ;  and  the  propensity,  or  aptitude, 
of  the  constitution  to  be  a&eted  with  febrile  paroxysnie 
in  such  oases,  may  be  'denominated  the  paroxyimal  dis- 
poMtm." 

"of    PESPBCT    T\FE8. 

*'  Febrile  parozyms  unirersally  discover  a  tendency  to 
apfwer,  and  to  disappear,  in  coincidence  with  those  posi- 
tions of  the  sna  and  moon  that  r^;vl«te  tbe  rising  and 
felling  of  the  tid«8.  The  diurnal. and  nocturnal  encrease 
of  Bol4enar  power  acting  on  cooslitutioaa,  in  which  the 
propensity  of  the  paroxysmal  disposition  is  complete  and 
peifeet,  produces  paroxyama  erery  twelve  hours,  in  coio- 
cidencevith  tbe  periods  of  the  tides ;  and  constitnte  types 
whi^A,  on  aoootitt  of  this  regular  coincidencs,  1  deaomi- 
nate  perfect" 

"  OF  IMPERFECT  TYPES. 

*'  The  diumai  and  noctiirnal  encrease  of  sol-lunar  power, 
acting  on  oonstitotiDnB  in  which  tbe  propensity  to  p«- 
roxyem  is  inoomplate,  or  imperfect,  has  power  (mly  to 
produce  paroxysms  in  coincidence  with   every   second. 
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Aiid,  or  f«urtb  period  of  tbe  tidm,  er  others  mott  a* 
mote;  coDBtitutmg  types  which,  on  acoouat  of  this  irr*^ 
gaW  ooinciideDM,  I  hive  xxUecl  m^pu^iet.'" 

ihMttor  B^four  state*,  in  &  note,  tint,  "  In  seraa)  oww 
&r^e-pfa>g«e,  recorded  by  Dr.  Patrick  Ruaul,  ^e  febhh 
pkroxyBiDRKtmiied' Obviously  every  feur  hours,  in  oouic»> 
dancR  widi  the  penods  of  tbe  tides  ;•  sod  his  prnttcMMir 
-  tad  reUtloA.  the  aatker  of  7%e  Natural  Hutm/  of  AkpfOf 
userts  poMtiTely,  that  t^e  igcncraiity  of  the  fererathem, 
R»d  indeedin  «lmoiit  alt  acvlie  obbm,  are  sobjtdt  id  Cx- 
ftcerbwtTODB  once  or  twice  m  twenty-fodr  hoHvst" 

FroB  Cordi(Mr''s  DeBdription  of  Geyionv  Captftin  W. 
quotes  the  following  pusa^  >-"  Me<lical  raeo  have  dUi- 
eoverad  this  swelliDg  (viz.  the  defkemliam)  'to  be  an 
efiEect  of  fever,  aiiuk  relura$  on  the  patiat  momtMif^  " 

The  lutives,  generally  in  ^e  ikst  Enslutoe,  have  r*< 
course  to  ^  bit-wAen  or  kalt^-neemtA,  (black-salt,)  a  so- 
httiota  of  which,  though  certainly  very  dipgnsting  oa 
secooBt  of  its  taste,  strongly  remindii^  us  of  tbe  scent 
of  gnn-wBshings,  or  of  rotten  e^s,  proves  Sb  sxoellent 
cathartic,  and,  if  duly  persisted  in,  rarely  &ils  to  rid  the 
patient  of  an  iaimenBe  quantity  of  hile.  lliat  beidg.*^ 
facted,  a  Bti^ODg  deqoction  of  ebtrr^tak,  a  root  about  ^ 
■so  of  slender  birch  twigs,  but  of  a  redder  odour,  and 
pOBsesaing  some  of  the  properties  of  Peruvian  bark,  is  fire* 
quenliy  taken.  Bat  oertainly  the  best  medidfie  in  the 
catalogoc  of  lodten  siidpleB  is  the  Utaky  ar  kaut-Jcaiiaigpe, 
which  is  the  kernel  taken  from  the  pod  of  acreaping  kind 
of  cow^itcfa.  Tkia  kerne)  is  extremely  bitter,  and .  po». 
BesMB  all  the  viituet  of  the  bark ;  but  with  this  advantage, 
that,  in  lieu  of  binding,  it  commonly  proves  very  nildly 
^lerientwhsn  taken  to  the  amount  of  two  or  diree  nuts 
daily.  It  fans  been  often  given,  with  great  aucotae,  during 
the  paroxysms  of  an  ague;  the  stomach  and   intestines 
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bfliog  previouBly  cleared  by  Buit«bU  medidnes}  mdi  u 
ipeoacdaoha  and  calomel. 

That  we  an  abeolutely  igooiant  respecting  the  medical 
properties  of  Tariou  plants,  highly  appreciated  by  the 
natires,  cannot  be  denied.  We  must  not.  however,  yield 
an  iniplicit  belief  to-  the  many  mnmllona  stories,  related 
throngfaont  Hindoostan,  of  ^e  extnordinary  dbres  po^ 
fotmsd  by  their  aid.  Many  exposnrea  of  anoh  fkbles  are 
publidy  extant,  and  teach  ns  to  view  the  objects  bo  highly 
extolled  throogh  the  medium  of  a  minifyit^  gls*s<  there- 
by fairly  to  estimate  their  viitnes.  Yet  so  fally  was  that 
learned  and  zealous  president  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  Sir 
William  Jones,  impressed  with  wt  opinion  of  our  orerloofc- 
ing  many  of  the  moat  Talsable  of  Nature's  vegetable  pro- 
ductions, that,  shortly  after  the  formation  of  that  excel- 
lent inatitntioD,  he  expressed  a  wish,  an  earnest  one 
itkdeed,  for  early  framing  a  code  of  the  botany  of  Uia- 
doostan  in  particular ;  and,  in  a  short  address  to  the  so- 
ciety, ni^ed  that  a  treatise  on  the  plants  of  India  should 
be  diligently  and  csrefully  drawn  up.  In  that  address 
Sir  William  laye,  "  Some  hondreds  of  plants  which  are  yet 
imperfectly  known  to  European  botanists,  and  with  the 
virtnes  of  which  we  are  wholly  unacquainted,  grow  wild 
OD  the  plains,  and  in  the  forests  of  India,  llie  Amarkoak, 
an  excellent  vocabulary  of  the  Sanscrit  language,  contains, 
in  one  chapter,  the  names  of  about  three  hundred  medi- 
cinal vegetables;  the  Mettini  may  &mprise  as  muiy  moie; 
and  the  Drtnyabidatm,  or  '  Dictionary  of  Natural  Produc- 
tions,' includes,  I  beUeve,  a  far  greater  number;  the  pro. 
perties  of  which  are  distinctly  related  in  medical  tracts  of 
approved  authority.^' 

What  these  books  would  supply  to  our  medical  i«po«- 
tories  is,  however,  uncertain.     The  natives  may  be  auffi- 
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oiet^y  acquainted  witii  loine  properties  of  certain  plaoti  t 
yet,  owiog  to  a  total  i^oraooe  of  pathology,  physiology, 
nosolof^y,  and  especially  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  of  chemistry,  as  applicable  to  analysis  and  eyntbesis, 
it  is  uttwly  imposaible  they  should  beable  to  act,  except 
by  rote,  and  according  to  their  ideas  of  epecifica;  whereby 
tbevirtaesof  the  medicines  in.question  are  auppoaed  to 
be  applicable  to  all  the  stages,  not  only  of  the  same,  bat 
<^  TariouB  diseases,  totally' opposite  in' their  natures.  It 
fiorely  need  not  be  pointed  out,  how  uncertain  must  be 
the  results  under  sad)  circumstaooes,  even  when  each  sim- 
ple is  administered  separately,  and  with  a  patient  attention 
to  its  operation.  When,  however,  it  is  considered  ^at  on 
most  occasions  where  the  uE^ve  Huckeetm,  or  Hakeemi, 
prescribe,  they  rely  greatly  upon  compounds  of  herbs  and 
minerals,  each  having  its  virtues  recorded  in  some  popu- 
lar distich,  to  dispate  which  would  be  considered  an  open 
avowal  of  consummate  ignorance,  we  may  &irly  hesitate 
to  receive  information  from  so  impure  a  source.  Without 
depreciating  the  merits  of  many  simples  in  use  among  the 
natives,  their  competency  to  estimate  them  may  be  justly 
disputed;  but,  at  the  same  time,  no  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained that  their  several  books  may  a£Ford  great  advan- 
tage by  giving  hints,  which,  bein<(  properly,  but  guardedly 
followed  up,  may  enrich  our  catalogue  of  valuable  remedies. 
This  cannot  be  done  in  a  few  days,  nor  even  in  a  few  years: 
whenever  it  be  effected,  the  memory  of  that  president, 
whose  life  was  devoted  to  the  service,  not  only  of  his  ex- 
isting fellow-creatures,  but  of  posterity  also,  will  doabt- 
less  be  duly  venerated.  T^e  Botanic  Gardens  established 
at  the  several  Presidencies,  under  the  care  of  medical  gen- 
tlemen duly  qualified,  ofifer  the  means  of  veri^ng  the  tests 
of  chemistry  and  time ;  the  former  have  not  as  yet  been 
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proptriy  imeatigatod ;  and  Uw  t«tt*r  ha*  not  run  iu  <lae 
couTM,  to  emble  the  philoKpfaioal  worM  to  decide  with 
preeiBiOD. 

.  In  the  fint  volnne  of  the  Aiiatk  Reaesrdws,  the  k«e 
H*Ube«  LetUe.  £eq.  Tery  unsibiy  obMi^ad,  ttikt  "  there 
are  in  our  Iddtui  provmcas  maay  animalB^  aad  many  faun- 
dreda  of  medicinal  plants,  which  have  eithtr  not  been  de- 
acribadat  all,  or,  what  iawone,  ill  deaoribed  by  the  oat»- 
raliste  of  Europe."  In  Uiia  nmark  thwe  ia  much  trath ; 
bat  a  certain  portion  of  the  rery  extaanTe  meaning  of 
Mr.  Leahe,  who  was,  aaaoredly,  a  nan  of  considerable 
abihtiea,  and  who  had  much  opportuntfy  for  reaeareh, 
will  be  raceirad  with  caation,  from  the  conaideration  of 
hia  atowed  partiality  towards  native  phyaieiana,  who,  aa 
juBt  atnted,  are  by  no  means  competent  to  gnide  ua 
tbrougk  the  naaes  of  botanical  reaearch.  Hie  state  of 
mediciue  among  the  natives  throughimt  India,  ie  not  such 
as  to  induce  the  belief  .that  we  shall  obtain  any  Tduri>le 
tnforniation  am«Dg  the  Huekuma,  of  wfaosa  fall  ninety- 
nine  in  the  hundred  are  aelf-taaght,  as  well  as  selC^nffi- 
oient.  What,  then,  ia  to  be  expected  among  persons  thus 
practisiag  a  profeaHon,  to  which  the  old  adage  of  an 
lofga,  vita  breth  so  admiralbly  applies,  when  we  see  not 
eren  one  didactic  pa^  to  whic^  tbay  eao  resort;  no 
public  inatitutiDn  where  hnowladgs  is.«tb«r  bestowed  or 
received;  no  libenl,  •aligfatened  patron,  under  whose 
auspices  genius  may  be  enabled  to  penetrate  into  the 
mines  of  science  7  Can  wa  refrain  then  ftom  smiting  at 
our  conntiytnen  who,  quitting  the  aid  and  gmdance  of 
their  welUnformed  medical  frtends,  resort  to  each  quaeks, 
whose  leputatiou  they  thoa  unjuatiy  mite  among  the 
gaping  orowd,  and  who  have  the  art  to  propagate  the 
most  uabouadad  reliance  on  their  noetruma?  That  here 
and  there  a  simple  of  peculiar  efficacy  may  be  in  use 
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BDioDg  wicb  p^reoDi,  is  not  <l«ni«d ;  but  an  appeal  nwiy' 
be  safely  Qude  to  our  isora  eolighteBed  mecbesl  aeoietiei^ 
whether  to  ao  ignorant  mao,  brought  up  in  wimity,  aod 
regordtesaof  the  miautiteof  physical  cauaes  aodefiecta, 
eren  the  saOBt  umple  Hiedicme  can  be  safely  inUnsted? 
The  greatest  pert  of  the  burUsqae  is,  that  these  bAghly 
reoowned  phynieiaoa,  to  a  man,  rely  opoo  propsi  oon* 
jonctions  of  the  p)anets,lucky  boars,  &c.,  not  oily  f«r  the 
culling,  but  for  the  mixing,  and  administea-iDg  of  their 
nedtcinea ;  without  r^ard  to  those  critical  moments  of 
which  our  silly  disciples  of  Hippocrates  and  Qalfla  an  so 
very  watchful. 

We  must,  liowerer,  do  the  aatives  the  justice  to  aUow, 
that  the  refrigerating -priociple  lately  ,  adopted  by  some 
leading  English  physicians,  owes  its  origin  solely  to  the 
ancient  practice  of  the  Brahmaai,  or  Hindoo  priests,  of 
whom  the  generality  afi&ct  to  be  dee[4y  vened  in  ^lar- 
macy.  "  I  beliere,"  says  Captain  WiUiarason,  "  tliat,  if 
taken  in  time,  few  frren  would  be  found  to  degenerate 
into  tifphut,  and  that  very  seldom  any  determination  to- 
wards the  liver  from  acnte  cases  would  occur,  were  the 
refrigerating  course  to  be  adopted.  Often  have  I  known 
my  servants,  when  attacked  with  fever,  to  drink  cold  wa^ 
ter  in  abundance,  and  to  apply  wet  cloths  to  their  heada^ 
with  great  success ;  the  former  has  generally  lowered  the 
pnlse  considerably,  by  throwing  out  a  strong  per8(»ratioiia 
while  the  Utter  has.  given  immediate  local  relisf." 

Were  it  not  that  cast  (sect)  opposes  a  formidable  bu^ 
rier  to  the  more  extensive  practice  of  European  pbysi*. 
eians  among  the  natives  in  general,  the  native,  dooton 
would  speedily  be  consigned  to  their  merited  contempt,. 
Such,  however,  are  the  prejudice  arising  from  religious 
tenets,  among  the  Hindoos  in  particular,  that,  even  when 
at  Ae  last  extremity,  nnny  would  rather  die  than  sufifer 
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any  medicine  to  enter  their  mouths,  if  prepared,  or  of 
which  the  liquid  part  had  been  barely  touched,  by  one  not 
of  their  own  aist.  Where  such  infotuation  prevails,  igno- 
rance will  maintain  her  empire,  till,  by  the  gradual  aboli- 
tion of  vulgar  errors,  the  light  of  science  and  reason  begins 
to  glimmer  among  the  people  at  large.  It  will  not  suf- 
fice, that  a  few  skilful  European  professors  are  seen  and 
admired  by  a  grateful  few  :  that  has  already  happened ; 
but  the  dread  of  religious  anathema,  and  of  domestic  ex- 
communication, IB  too  forcibly  opposed  to  such  weak 
demonstrations. 

It  has  been  said  **  that  the  natives  have  no  disposition 
for  the  sciences."  This  is  a  severe  charge  on  a  hundred 
millions  of  people.  Allow  it  to  be  true ;  and  look  bade 
to  the  state  of  Britain,  while  under  the  control  of  the 
Druids,  who  are  now  well  ascertained  to  have  been  the 
same  in  their  days,  as  the  Brahmans  of  Bengal,  &c.,  are 
at  this  time : — who  can  fait  tu  admire  the  change  ?  Who 
could  suppose  it  possible  that  such  a  change  could  have 
been  efiected  among  a  people,  who,  if  we  are  to  give  cre- 
dit to  CsBsar,  and  to  other  authorities,  were  completely 
barbarous,  and  "  who  shewed  no  dispoaition  for  the  sci- 
ences ?"  In  opposition  to  so  absurd  and  so  malicious  an 
assertion,  it  may  be  stated,  that  when  Mr.  Reuben  Biu- 
row  was  in  India,  as  head  of  the  mathematical  depart- 
ment, he  was  solidted  by  several  of  the  natives  to  instruct 
them  in  astronomy,  algebra.  Sic.  Unhappily,  although 
possessing  pro-eminent  talents,  Mr.  Burrow  was  not  ex- 
actly calculated  to  conciliate  the  good  will,  nor  to  excite 
the  admiration  of  persona  who  did  not,  like  himself,  blaze 
at  the  spark  of  science. 

This  important  deficiency  in  suavity  of  manners  caused 
the  natives  to  quit  him;  indeed,  it  tended  to  disgust 
those  of  his  countrymen  who,  being  eompelled  by   their 
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arocattoDs  to  attend  his  lecturea,  were  subjected  to  his 
(prices.  One  native,  howerer,  of  moderate  opuleoce, 
was  not  to  be  scared  by  what  appeared  a  trifle,  wheP 
compared  with  the  acquirements  he  hoped  to  possess. 
He  bent  to  the  stoim,  and,  by  unremitting  application, 
speedily  rendered  himself  competent  to  conrerse  with 
Mr.  Burrow  on  his  usual  topic.  In  Ume,  the  student  be- 
came a  favourit«,  and  was  allowed  to  attend  his  preceptor 
when  the  latter  was  deputed  on  a  survey  of  considerable 
extent,  and  to  measure  a  degree  of  latitude  in  the  west- 
ern districts.  Such  was  the  progress  made  by  this  native 
under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Burrow,  that  in  a  few  years  he 
qualified  himself  to  instruct  others  in  the  ordinary  courses 
of  the  higher  mathematics. 

It  is  self-evident,  that  to  whatever  extent  we  instruct 
the  natives  of  India  to  analyze  the  produce  of  their  soil, 
and  to  present  it  to  us  in  a  marketable  shape,  so  much 
must  Britain  be  benefited  by  the  extension  of  her  com- 
merce, and  by  the  possession  of  a  territory  whose  value 
would  thus  be  proporticmally  raised.  Under  the  present 
very  limited  establisliment  of  physicians  and  surge*^, 
as  well  as  from  the  scanty  benefits  derived  from  the  Bo-, 
tauicai  Garden,  when  seen  in  this  point  of  view,  no  vcity 
sanguine  hopes  can  be  indulged  of  any  important  advan- 
tages in  that  direction.  While  the  Company  can  barely 
afford  a  surgeon  and  two  assistants  to  a  regiment  of 
2000  men,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  they  could  form 
such  establishments  as  might  give  us  a  thorough  com- 
maud  over  tlie  mineral  and  vegetable  productions  of  their 
territory,  or  tend  to  create  a  spirit  of  enquiry  among  the 
natives. 

The  want  of  printed  books,  in  every  country  an  evil, 
in  India  is  a  drawback  of  great  moment  Th^  all 
books,  all  proclamations,   (except  such  as  we  print  at 
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CalonUa,  6tc.)  ell  newspnpers,  &,c.,  Etc.,  are  mmuacripts. 
Il  is  not  to  bfl  intftgined  how  few  vohimeB  are  to  be  aten 
«v«a  of  Aitkfncl.  We  might  have  Bupposed  ttiat  IrbeTfr 
profiaionB,  lodging,  clothing,  fiie),  &c.,  ore  «o  retnait- 
ably  cheap,  learning  would  become  gowra).  The  rerefse 
IB  however  the  case ;  not  one  in  fire  Hundred  can  read  or 
write,  even  indifferently.  There  ere  abundance  of  small 
day-^choolfl  to  which  children  maj  be  sent  at  a  very  trifling 
expense,  bat  there  the;  team  very  little.  GeaerBlly-  a 
bed  of  sand  serres  for  paper,  and  a  Anger,  or  a  piece  of 
Bticlc,  ftjT  pen  and  ink ;  consequently,  no  traces  of  any 
iaatmc^n  remain  for  the  future  conaidention  of  the 
pnpil.  The  more  affluent  and  zealous  commonly  protide 
for  their  children  a  board  about  a  foot  long,  and  nine  or 
ten  inches  wide.  This  being  painted  black,  and  Tarnish- 
ed, becomes  an  admiiable  tablet,  whereon  the  yonng  folkfi 
are  enabled  to  write  their  leBsons  with  a  reed  pen,  the 
ink  being  generally  chalk  and  water.  To  these,  though 
certainly  more  perfect  than  the  fcnner  mode,  the  same 
objectitna  exist.  They  want  atebility ;  and  the  lesson  is 
no  sooner  repeated  by  rote,  and  written  much  in  the  same 
manner,  than  it  is  foi^otten-,  at  least  it  Dever  again  ob- 
ttndes  on  the  eye,  since,  in  order  to  make  way  fbr  further 
instrnction,  it  is  necessarily  expunged. 

T^e  koits,  or  scribes,  and  the  iHAht,  or  accountants, 
(though  the  latter  often  confiOe  their  occnpations  to 
mere' reading  or  transcribing,)  are  nearly  the  same  among 
the  lower  classes,  especially  where  the  Naugry  character 
is  in  question,  that  the  moonsheta  are  among  the  sDperior 
orders.  These  almost  invariably  use  the  iPersiao  language 
and  character,  in  all  public  as  well  as  private  mattA*. 
So  far,  indeed,  iti  this  carried,  that  Persian  is  held  to  be 
both  the  language  of  the  Court  arid  ofthe  Law. 

As  those  who  study  the  Persian  are  aided  By  moona&ees. 
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■0  are  sucli  psrsona  as  would  acquire  the  Nangijr  chw&o- 
ter  necewiUtad  to  «aploy  for  that  ptirpoefi  koUi.oi  liid/un 
The  wftg;^  of  thesff'  arq  from  two  to  ^«fti  n^«e»  pu 
moath ;  but  in  some  famiUes  the  urvaAta.  coettil^aU  tO' 
the  extent  of  a  few  annas,  or  even  as  far  as^a  rupea;  itt 
cotwidera^oa  of  which  doiiceur,  the  i&t^  QommcAly  wliEes 
letters  for  them  to  their  friends,  aod  eitplwa  the  aMwers,. 
See  Such  servants  as  have  the  char^  of  m«ttey  te  be: 
disbvsed  on  their  naster'a account,  coounonly'tahe owre 
to  be  OD  good  tenos  with  this  culiuMri4ardar  (iqutll-driTer);: 
who,  as  has  been  said  of  compadores,  gearaaUy  tasea  all' 
items  he  knows  U>  be  over-cbai^edt  by  a  small  dedoatioD' 
in  his  own  favour. 

Persona  of  thia.  class  often  heep  little  acfaools,  such  aa 
have  been  described,  aod  then  are  designated  goorooi ;  a, 
term  implying  that  hind  of  respect  eotettaioed  foe  paa. 
tors  in  general. 

If  we  contemi^ta  the  extreme  inattention,  to  litenuf' 
attainments  throughout  Hindoostan,  the  great  cuuniaog 
of  the  priesthood,  aad.tbek  8e4uluuft  endeavouw  toftrft' 
vent  the  natives  fnoia  receiving  the  least  iefofmattOQ  re^. 
specting  philosophy  in  geseial,  it  nuat  a{»pear  safpriiing 
that  so  much  has  been  done  by  the.arti^a^a  of  Beagal 
towards  the  adaptation  of  tlkeir  laboara  t*  the  coWt^ 
nience  of  Britiah  reside»ta<  Our  admiration  of  tbeee 
people  cannot  but  be  heightened,  froco,  the  eircnmstanoe- 
of  particular  tradas  being  coufiaod  to  particular  c^sote,  od 
aaqts;  for  though  we  may  poaaihly  at  first  view  consi- 
der that  to  be  an  advan^ge,  inasmuch  as  it  should  seem 
to  perpetuate  knowledge  in  an  hereditary  line,  these  who 
have  resided  in  the  East  fidly  kj)OW  that  no  such  heir- 
loom ability  is  to  be  found.  On  tha  other  band^  we  iat,* 
mediately  recogoise  the  bar  raised  i^natgenins,  which, 
Kb«n  to  be  found  within  the  ctutf  may  struggle  Sot  ever 
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under  some  base,  forbidding,  uid  loathsome  degmdation; 
or,  if  it  should  start  in  another  sect,  cannot  adopt  its 
native  intention,  but  must  reaigD  in  f^Tour  of  some  other 
pQFBuitj  perhaps  requiring  no  genius ;  or,  eventnally,  one 
of  a  very  different  bent 

The  evil  effects  on  the  useful  arts  in  general  from  Boch 
a  system,  are  certainly  great,  but  by  no  means  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  degradations,  and  consequent  imbecility, 
inseparable  from  the  total  suppression  of  every  diing 
tending  to  excite  emulation.  Wheo  we  see  a  numerous 
hereditary  priesthood,  we  cannot  but  picture  to  ourselves 
the  arrogance  thus  privileged  in  the  whole  of  that  tribe, 
and  the  humiliation  which  marks  the  actions,  as  well 
as  the  sentiments,  of  all  who  do  not  stand  within  the 
hallowed  pale.  Such  a  contrast  can  eitat  only  while  one 
party  can  deceive,  andj  while  the  other  deems  accusation 
to  be  nothing  less  than  blasphemy.  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  mistaken  respecting  the  only  means  of  correc- 
tion,— a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  its  inhabitants ; 
ot  what  we,  in  other  terms,  call  learning.  Pour  bat  a 
little  of  tliis  into  the  minds  of  a  certain  number ;  satisfy 
them  that  morality  in  Europe,  and  morality  in  Asia,  are 
the  same  thing ;  diat  whether  we  do  our  duties  in  a 
bUdi  or  a  white  skin, 'matters  not;  that  men  were  bom 
to  aid  each  other,  and  not  to  become  the  slaves  of  party, 
sect,  or  colour;  and  that  he  who  knows  most  respect* 
ing  the  works  of  the  Creator,  ia  most  likely  to  have 
a  proper  sense  of  his  bounty :  convince  the  natives  of 
India,  or  of  any  other  nation,  that  such  is  the  truth, 
and  that  you  pracUse,  while  you  teach,  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity,  and  nothing  will,  in  the  end,  be  able  to 
stand  agunst  so  formidable  an  attack. 

Those  intent  upon  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage (not  only  the  Beogallee,  and  the  Hindoo,  both  of 
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which  may  be  considered  vernacul&r,  but  the  Persian 
also,)  may  purchaBe  such  translatiouB  as  are  extant  of 
the  works  of  Indian  authors.  By  means  of  such  trans- 
lations, the  originals  will  be  more  readily  understood,  - 
and  the  study  rendered  both  brief  and  pleasing,  if  proper 
attention  be  paid  to  all  material, points,  and  in  reading 
the  translation,  the  student  does  not  indulge  in  the  erro- 
neous opinion  that  he  is  making  himself  master  of  the 
original.  Almost  every  book  written  in  the  East  is  the 
production  of  some  court  sycophant.  A  few  have  re- 
sulted from  the  labours  of  men  who,  being  disposed  to 
meditation,  have  committed  their  reveries  to  paper;  and 
a  very  small  portion  have  displayed  such  marks  of  ability, 
aa  leave  os  to  regret  they  were  either  not  better  educated, 
so  as  to  enlighten  their  countrymen,  or  that  they  were 
not  bora  in  those  parts  of  the  world  where  their  talents 
might  have  been  fostered  and  duly  appreciated.  With 
regard  to  ethics,  numbers  have  amused  themselves,  to 
all  appearance,  more  from  ostentation  than  from  "  being 
virtuous  over-much.*  The  facility  with  which  scraps 
from  the  Koran  (the  Bible  of  the  Mahomedans)  may 
be  set  forth  in  glowing  terms,  in  a  l^guage  rich  in  ex- 
pression, has  no  doubt  induced  many  a  very  tolerable 
lay-man  to  annoy  bis  neighbours,  by  the  repetition, 
page  after  page,  of  the  most  tiresome  tautologies,  where- 
on his  fame  has  been  built :  of  this  description  abundance 
exist,  all  alike  unworthy  of  review'. 

"  I  have  always  thought,"  says  Captain  Williamson, 
"  the  poets  of  India  to  be  particularly  happy  in  those 
little  tales  which  convey  a  moral,  though  a  very  worldly 
one,  under  some  alluring  allegory.  From  this,  however, 
I  exempt  the  celebrated  Heetopades,  translated  by 
Mr.  Wilkins.  This,  by  general  consent,  is  allowed  to  be 
the  store  from  whence  Pilpay'a  Fables  have  been  taken ; 

2£ 
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but  the  origioat  c«d  never  appear  in  competition  with 
their  offspring ;  for,  while  the  latter  are  interesting,  and 
afford  a  very  rich  treat,  by  their  apt  application  to  the  af- 
fairs of  life,  the  former  are  heavy,  dnll,  tedious,  and  of  a 
most  motley  character;  the  subject  is  generally  forced, 
and  spun  out  into  all  the  varietiea  garrulity  could 
invent. 

"The  Asiatic  student,"  he  adds,  **may  find  in  the 
several  works  of  Gilchrist,  Baillie,  F.  Gladwin,  Sir  W. 
Jones,  Sir  William  Ousely,  Richardson,  and  Wilkins, 
abundance  of  instruction  in  the  several  languages  most 
current  in  Hindoostan.  TheAaiaitic  ReBearches  will  give 
him  a  considerable  insight  into  a  number  of  interesting 
and  important  matters  relating  to  the  natural  history  of 
the  East,  the  manners,  and  the  climate  under  considera^ 
tion :  while,  by  means  of  Colebrooke's  Digest  of  the 
Hindoo  Laws,  and  Rousseau's  Dictionary  of  Mahomedan 
Law,  be  may  become  very  generally  acqumnted  with  that 
important  branch  of  knowledge." 

In  almost  every  country,  where  the  inhabitants  are 
either  considered  by  their  neighbours,  or  deem  them- 
selves, to  be  civilized,  the  records  of  the  state,  the 
several  libraries,  whether  scholastic,  traditionary,  scien- 
tific, or  amusing  only,  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  per- 
sons of  all  nations ;  and,  above  all,  the  sacred  institutionB 
are  subject  to  visitation,  and  even  to  research.  In  India, 
no  such  recreation  or  benefit  is  ever  afforded  to  the 
inquisitive  traveller.  He  may  remain  for  years  within 
a  stone's-throw  of  what,  to  him,  would  appear  an  invalu- 
able treasure,  without  being  able  to  obtun  the  smallest 
indulgence  in  aid  of  his  pursuits.  When  application, 
however,  has  been  made  for  information  on  particular 
points,  it  must  be  allowed,  ^at,  in  a  few  instanced, 
information  has  been  furnished,  more  explicit  on  par- 
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ticnlar  ti^cs,  nhich  to  the  inquirer  baa  prored  extreme- 
ly latere*  tiag. 

In  tratfa,  we  bare  no  exclusive  tight  of  complaint ;  for 
all  na6on«,  and  all  sectH,  except  their  own,  bave  been 
equally  subjeot  to  denial;  or,  wiien  indulged,  have  been 
compelled  to  perform  BOme  ceremonies  obnozioua  to  tbeir 
faitb  or  to  their  persons.  Whether  this  be  absolntely 
necessary,  or  has  been  devised  solely  with  the  inteation 
of  deterring  the  curioiu,  may  not  be  difficult  to  deter- 
mine. So  far  we  know,  tha^  in  order  to  obtain  admifk 
sion  to  a  knowledge  of  certain  forms,  or  to  the  perneal 
of  certain  records,  various  operations,  amounting  nearly 
to  apoataey,  though  no  recantation  be  made,  must  be 
performed. 

Iliefe  is  room  to  doubt  whether  any  true  accounts  of 
the  antiquity  of  the  Seek  College  at  B^iares,  and  of  the 
migrations  of  the  Hindoos  from  the  countries  bordering 
OQ  Palestine,  actually  exist.  Many  persons,  of  consi> 
derable  talents,  and  of  great  erudition,  are  disposed  to 
treat  the  whole  of  what  has  been  delivered  to  us,  with 
so  much  Boledinity,  by  the  Panditt,  or  learned  Brahman^ 
as  a  deception,  intended  to  ridicule  our  curiosity,  and  to 
repress,  or  at  least  to  divert  it  from  the  true  course. 
CiivffmstanceB  may  be  adduced  in  support  of  this  hypo- 
thesis ;  aod  we  cannot  but  regard  the  manner  in  which 
the  Pundits  arrogate  to  themselves  the  whole  knowledge 
of  th«r  history,  which  is  carefully  concealed  from  a 
laige  portion  even  of  the  Brahmans,  as  a  circumstantial 
proof  of  our  having  been  designedly  led  astray,  both  by 
a  fictitious  record,  and  by  a  well-concerted  fable,  invent- 
ed for  the  occasion  :  this  may  be  aptly  compared  to  the 
whale  and  the  tub.  Fortunately,  no  material  point  ap- 
pears to  rest  on  the  antiquity,  or  odierwise,  of  the  Hin- 
doo mythology,  or  the  records  of  the  Sgaks^  regarding 
2  12 
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the  origin  of  that  people ;  though  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
found  that  their  true  exposition  might  tend  to  afford 
many  proofs  in  favour  of  the  mission  of  oar  Saviour. 

When  the  immense  extent  of  territory  we  bold  in  India 
is  considered,  and  that  perhaps  no  country  in  the  world 
othta  greater  facilities,  not  only  for  literary  correspond- 
ence, but  for  the  researches  of  naturalists,  the  convey- 
ance of  gross  articles,  and  the  manufacture  of  raw  mate- 
rials, which  every  where  abound,  we  cannot  but  lament 
the  want  of  such  institutions  as  might  enable  us  to  turn 
such  important  advantages  to  the  immediate  benefit  of 
Qreat  Britain,  on  the  most  unbounded  scale.  We  are 
absolutely  ignorant  of  a  million  of  bets  now  included, 
either  directly  or  by  affinity,  in  our  endless  catalogue  of 
desiderata,  which  need  not  remain  in  that  disgraceful 
list,  provided  due  means  were  taken  to  correct  our  errors 
and  to  extend  our  resources.  During  the  dry  season,  or 
at  least  for  four  months  in  the  year,  scarce  a  part  of 
the  country  opposes  the  progress  of  a  traveller,  unless 
through  those  immense  wildernesses  already  described. 
It  may,  on  the  whole,  be  said  that  one  half  tite  country 
is  passable  at  all  seasons  by  land  ;  though  the  progress 
will  doubtless  be  slow,  and  difficult,  during  the  heavy 
falls  of  rain.  Intercourse  is  never  at  a  stand.  The  daa^ 
or  post,  proceeds  at  all  seasons ;  and  is  rarely  more  tbao 
two  days  longer  on  its  way  from  Calcutta  to  the  upper 
provinces,  thiui  at  the  fiivourable  time  of  the  year. 
Bridges  and  ferries  are  found  on  all  the  great  roads ; 
whereby  regiments  have  occasionally  marched,  on  emer- 
gency, with  such  dispatch  as  could  scarcely  have  been 
exceeded  even  during  the  hot  season. 

The  communication  with  Europe,  overland,  has  been 
established,  during  peaceable  times,  for  full  thirty  years ; 
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but  it  wu  not  till  about  twelve  years  ago,  tbat  tbe  public 
bare  been  permitted  to  avail  tbemaelves  of  >o  esseutial  a 
means  of  correspondence  at  filed  rates,  and  under  parti- 
cnlar  regolatioDs.  Prior  to  that  period,  tbe  Company 
used  to  receive,  and  dispatch,  packets  overland,  in  which 
occasional  indulgeoces  were  granted  to  fovoured  indivi- 
duals. The  utility  of  some  permanent  and  certain  cotu 
veyance  for  letters,  from  a  quarter  daily  becoming  more 
opulent,  and  more  important,  cannot  be  doubted :  were 
it  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  bills  of  exchange 
payable  after  sight,  the  notices  of  bankruptcies,  the  in- 
formation of  intended  consignments,  the  state  of  the 
markets,  8cc.,  such  a  systematic  communication  must  be 
invaluable  to  the  several  merchants.  To  the  Government 
it  is  of  the  highest  importance. 

With  the  exception  of  such  parts  as  may  be  infested 
by  tigers,  tbe  post  seldom  or  never  feils  of  arriving  with- 
in au  hour  of  its  appointed  time,  except,  as  has  been 
observed,  when  the  waters  are  out.  In  this  case,  many 
arcuitoiM  roads  must  be  followed,  whereby  the  way  is 
considerably  lengthened.  Taking  tbe  average,  a  hun- 
dred miles  per  day  may  be  run  over  by  the  dawk,  or 
post,  in  &ir  weather.  Each  mail-bag  is  conveyed  by  an 
htirkaru,  (or  runner,)  who  is  attended  by  one  or  two 
doogjf-walla/u,  or  drummers,  ^ho  keep  up  a  kind  of  long- 
tvll,  as  they  pass  any  suspicious  place.  Two  tmuhulchea, 
or  link-bearers,  generally  accompany  each  davk ;  and 
where  tigers  are  known  to  commit  depredations,  one  or 
tno  teerit^daitzes,  or  archers,  are  supplied  to  protect  the 
party.  But  such  puny  aid  ig  of  no  avail ;  for  the  onset 
of  the  tiger  is  too  sudden,  and  too  discomfiting,  to  allow 
any  effort  of  consequence  to  be  timously  adopted.  Tb« 
very  act  of  seizure  is  a  death-blow,  from  which  it  vras 
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never  beard  that  any  one  recovered ;  provided  the  un- 
happy victuB  were  not  ao  particularly  ntuated  as  to  pie- 
vent  it  from  decidedly  taking  effect. 

A  tiger  invariably  strikea  hia  prey  with  the  fore-paw, 
in  so  forcible  a  manner  aa  often  to  fractore  the  akuU ; 
which  geneially  is  the  object  umed  at,  many  oxea 
having  bad  their  cheek  bones  shivered  by  the  contouon. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  the  marks  of  one  or  two 
claws  are  to  be  Been,  but  they  are  generally  en  patumt, 
and  by  no  means  the  result  of  primary  intention.  The 
wrist  of  a  tiger  being  often  nearly  two  feet  in  circumfer- 
ence, may  give  some  idea  of  the  violence  with  which  the 
coup'de-grace  falls  on  the  head  of  a  human  being.  Hie 
mtuAvu/t,  or  flambeaux,  are  intended  to  intimidate  the 
tigers,  as  are  also  the  d<iog~4oogiet ;  bat  experience  has 
shewn  that,  when  hungry,  tigers  are. not  to  beteatr^ned 
by  any  such  device.  Instances,  indeed,  have  occurred  of 
the  tmuhuukkeei  themselves  being  carried  o£  It  would, 
nevertheless,  be  presumptuous  to  judge  from  sudi  par- 
tial data,  that  many  tigers  are  not  deterred  by  the  noise 
and  fire  accompanying  the  letter-carriers.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  seems  probable  that  many  young  tigers,  or  such 
grown  ones  as  may  not  be  hungry,  nor  attended  by  cubsj 
are  freqnently  intimidated  by  these  {wecautiooa.  "  A  re- 
sidence of  two  years  at  Hazary-Bang,  the  station  for  a 
battalion  in  the  Ramghur  district,  enabled  me,"  says  Cap- 
tain Williamson,  "  to  form  a  fair  eatimate  of  the  dangen 
to  which  the  dawk,  and  travellers  in  general,  were  sub- 
ject. Dorii^  some  aeasons,  the  roads  were  scarcely  to 
be  considered  passable.  D«y  after  day,  for  nearly  a  f«t. 
night  in  succession,  some  of  the  daaok  people  were  car- 
ried off,  either  at  Goomeah,  Rannachitty,  Katcnmaandy, 
or  Dungue ;  four  passes  in  that  cosctry,  all  famous 
for  the  exploits  of  these  enemies  to  the  human  race.** 
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So  few  Talnables  are  evei  sent  by  the  post,  that  thieves 
never  attempt  any  depredations  on  the  letter-bags. 
Uooiidiis  (banker's  drafts)  would  be  of  no  use  whatever 
to  them  ;  and  as  bank-notes  are  not  in  general  currency,' 
no  object  is  held  out  for  enterprise  of  that  description. 
Nor  do  the  dawk-bangtes,  or  parcel-dawk^,  offer  any  aub> 
stantial  inducement ;  for,  even  if  any  plate,  watches,  or 
trinkets,  were  sent  by  such  a  conveyance,  the  want  of  a 
market,  and  the  impossibility  of  codfiding  in  any  village 
jeweller,  would  reader  the  act  both  hazardous  and  un- 
availing. Hence  the  dawk  generally  proceeds  in  perfect 
safety  throughout  every  part  of  the  country,  while  the 
btmgia  may  be  consideied  equally  secure. 

It  has  frequently  been  asked  why,  in  a  country  so 
completely  under  Britieb  oontfol,  mails  were  not  estab- 
lished, similar  to  those  in  use  throughout  England.  Be- 
fore this  can  be  effected,  an  immense  revolution  must 
take  place,  cot  only  in  the  minds  of  the  natives,  Jiut  in 
the  features  of  the  country.  At  present,  there  appears, 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  no  desire  to  communicate 
by  land,  except  for  the  purpose  of  attending  hauls,  (mar- 
kets,) maj/lah$,  (fairs,)  or  for  a  resort  to  certain  places  of 
worship,  &c.  For  such  purposes,  a  pedesUian  trip  sa£- 
Sees ;  or,  at  the  utmost,  a  pony,  worth  only  a  few  shil- 
lings, is  either  borrowed  or  hired.  The  contact  of  various 
carts,  or  sects,  being  considered  a  pollution,  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  a  Hindoo  would  like  to  be  pent  up, 
for  hours  togetber,  with  a  Mahomedan,  who  makes  no 
scruple  of  killing  and  eating  a  cow ;  or  that  the  Moosaul- 
mau  would,  in  his  turn,  feel  comfortable  under  similar 
circumstancea  with  a  British  kaafur,  (unbeliever,)  who, 
besides  his  condemnation'  of  the  prophet,  makes  no 
scruple  of  eating  pork.  Admitting  that  all  parties  were 
agreed  to  associate  within  a  atage-coach,  there  would  not 
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be  interconrte  sufficient  to  support  tbe  expenses,  where 
bones  ue  so  dear,  and  the  Decessary  repairs  could  not, 
in  case  of  accident,  be  promptly  effected.  Then,  ^ain, 
the  roads  must  be  made  suitable  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, and  afterwards  supported  by  heavy  disburse- 
ments, or  by  a  contribution  of  labour  on  the  part  of  the  , 
land-holders,  by  no  means  agreeable  to  their  feelAigs. 
All  this  may  in  time  pass  under  a  complete  metamor- 
phosis. The  produce  of  tbe  country  will  be  more  gene- 
rally estimable;  the  people  will  relax  greatly  from  the 
vigorous  attention  now  paid  to  religious  tenets;  and 
as  their  prejudices  may  give  way  to  their  true  interests, 
they  will  extend  their  speculations  without  fear  or  re< 
Btriction.  Those  who  ^en  inhabit  India,  will  see  roads, 
mails,  and  inns  ;  whereas,  at  present,  there  are  only  path- 
ways and  runners,  but  no  inns.  There  are,  to  be  sure, 
wrowt  and  chouitia,  for  the  accommodation  of  tra- 
vellers, but  these  are  mostly  going  fast  to  decay;  and, 
at  the  best,  can  be  viewed  only  as  shelter  for  men  and 
cattle,  goods  being  usually  left  exposed  to  the  weather. 
The  b^eareru,  or  female  cooks,  who  proffer  their  ser- 
vices, at  such  places,  and  who,  on  receiving  money 
beforehand,  buy  and  cook  such  victnals  as  may  be  or- 
dered, or  the  place  may  afford,  cannot  be  considered 
o^erwise  than  as  menials,  and  uAt  to  be  classed  with 
oar  inn-keepers;  no,  nor  even  with  tbe  poorest  village 
retailer. 

There  is,  however,  a  wide  field  for  practical  improve- 
ment, as  may  be  fully  understood  from  the  following 
statement.  The  daak  rarely  travels  the  stage  of  eight 
miles  (four  cosaes),  on  the  averse,  at  a  less  expense  than 
twenty-five  rupees  per  month.  This  sum  is  absorbed  at 
each  cAoftey,  or  relief  at  the  end  of  a  stage,  by  a  moonn^, 
who  pretends  to  be  very  scrupulous  in  ascertaining  that 
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all  the  parcels  are  right,  but  who  is  more  intent  oo  re- 
ceiving little  presents  of  ottah,  (meal,)  apices,  8ic^  seat  to 
him  from  the  neighbouring  villages,  in  return  for  letters 
conveyed  by  the  dawk-kurkaruM,  who  are  sometimes  laden 
preUy  heavily  with  such  contributions.  It  appears  that 
the  above  sum  would  carry  on  the  system  with  double 
the  speed,  and  doable  the  efBciency.  Instead  of  send- 
ing off  four,  five,  and  six  men  with  the  damka,  let  a  horse- 
man convey  the  bags  for  about  twelve  miles,  on  an  al- 
lowance of  fifteen  rupees  per  month  for  man  and  hone ; 
and,  dnring  the  rainy  season,  when  the  roads  are  deep, 
let  a  fresh  horse  be  allowed  for  the  several  returns,  in- 
stead of  causing  the  stime  man  and  horse  to  return  with 
^e  counter-dawks.  On  this  allowance  a  very  good  steed 
might  be  kept,  the  celerity  of  the  dawk  would  be  greatly 
increased,  and  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  Tooomheet, 
except  at  such  chokies  as  might  be  upon  diverging  roads, 
where  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  the  proper  parcfels 
sorted  ont,  and  delivered  to  the  various  branch-dawks. 

Travelling  in  a  palanquin  by  daxek  (post)  is  e&cted 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  dispatch  of  the  damki. 
Bearers  are  stationed  at  the  several  stages,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relief ;  each  station,  in  general,  supplying  eight 
brarers,  and  a  bangjf,  in  all  nine  men,  together  with  one 
or  two  miabuulchees  for  night-stages.  The  expense  of 
travelling  in  this  manner  depends  greatly  on  the  distance. 
If  for  only  a  short  journey,  such  as  may  be  compassed 
within  eight  or  ten-  hours,  it  is  only  needful  to  send  for- 
ward a  set,  or  two,  of  bearers,  who  then  receive  their 
daily  hire  of  four  annas  {Sd.)  each,  while  out  from  home; 
or  a  hurkaru  (or  messenger)  may  be  dispatched  to  col- 
lect bearers  at  the  several  stages.  Thus  relays  may  be 
properly  supplied,  and  the  cost  will  not  exceed  a  rupee 
for  three  miles ;  equal  to  ten-pence  a-mile :  whereas,  in 
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tha  ordiauy  node  of  hainmg  beazcti  pfondad  by  the  post- 
muter,  each  mile  will  cost  fbll  <»e  npec^  (2*.  Gd.)  be- 
nds* vuioM  little  disbimeBMiit*  bj  myi  of  btmet,  or 
preseDts,  to  evcty  let  of  beaien  ia  tbe  jonmey.  Thc«e 
may  be  biiij  estinuited  «t  two  rupees  for  every  set,  or 
relief,  which,  if  the  diBlances  ran  by  each  ahonld  avenge 
tea  milea,  will  be  aboat  twenty  rupees  (2/.  10>.)  for  erery 
huodred  miles.  Tbe  ordinary  rates  of  this  kind  of  con- 
reyaoce  are  four  miles  per  boar  during  the  cold  season, 
three  and  a  half  daring  tbe  hot  season,  and  from  two  to 
three  daring  the  rains,  provided  tbe  waters  are  not  moch 
out;  otherwise,  no  estimate  can  be  formed.  The  abovi 
inclades  stops. 

Tbe  establishment  of  dawk-itagUt  for  the  conveyance 
ctf  parcels,  at  rates  proportioned  to  tbeir  weights,  has 
produced  considerable  conveni^ice  to  residents  at  a  dis> 
taoce  from  the  Presidency.  Till  this  plan  was  adopted, 
few  could  send  small  articles,  such  as  triuketa.  See.,  to 
tbe  Presidetwy,  but  under  favour  of  some  individual  who 
was  traveUiog  thither,  and  who  might  possibly  be  some 
months  on  the  way.  llie  some  inconveoieoce  attended 
the  return;  so  that  it  was  not  ancommon  for  a  gentle- 
man whose  watch  required  inspection,  to  be  foar  or  five 
months  deprived  of  its  use.  This  is  now  done  away,  and 
a  watcb,  &c.  may  be  sent  from  Cawnpore  to  CalcuUa, 
there  undergo  repair,  and  be  returned  with  ease  in  tbe 
course  of  a  month  or  less. 

Tbe  same  kind  of  convenience  is,  of  coarse,  affiHded 
respecting  books,  and  all  other  articles  too  bulky,  or  too 
heavy,  to  proceed  by  tbe  dawk,  but  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  induce  tbe  employment  of  a  boat,  or  of  a 
bangjf,  to  convey  them.  Nor,  indeed,  could  a  ungle 
bearer  bavel  with  a  bangt/  more  than  twenty  miles  within 
the  twenty-four  hours.    Thus  be  would  be  full  a  month 


:dbvGoogIe 


EAST    INDIA    VADE-HECUH.  427 

ia  going  from  Calcutta  to  Cawnpore ;  wheieas,  the  dawk- 
btmgiet,  traTflUing  by  relays  of  bearera,  can  almost  keep 
ap  with  the  datvk-karkanu,  who  cairy  the  mail-baga  sus- 
pended at  the  end  of  a  stick  over  their  shoulden. 

The  communication  by  water  between  C^cutta  and  the 
■erenl  subordinate  stations,  whether  civil  or  military,  is 
much  used ;  during  the  rainy  season  in  particular.  At 
that  time,  few  stations  are  iaaccessible  to  craft  of  some 
description,  though  but  for  a  while.  Those  immense  falls 
of  rain  which  fill  the  ravines,  and  make  every  little  creek 
navigable  for  boats  of  ten  or  fifteen  tons,  swell  the 
Ganges,  and  the  other  great  rivers,  to  an  astonishing 
height;  causing  them  to  ran  with  awful  velocity.  The 
rivers  geoerally  rise  in  May  but  a  few  inches  only ; 
in  June,  they  often  approach  the  summits  of  their  hanks, 
between  which  they  fluctuate,  rwing  and  falling  till  the 
great  swell,  which  takes  place  in  August.  The  river 
aomettmeB  rises  twice^  thrice,  or  even  four  times,  during 
the  season  ;  hut,  in  general,  one  ample  inundation  serves 
all  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  provided  the  rains  do  not 
afterwards  abate  too  suddenly  in  September,  before  the 
rice  is  cut.  Such  an  untimely  cessation  is  attended  with 
great  mortality  :  the  immense  expanse  of  slime,  suddenly 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  sun,  then  on  the  equinoc- 
tial, throws  forth  the  most  destructive  miasma,  whereby 
are  prop^ated  epidemics  of  the  most  dangerous  descrip- 
tion. 

The  swelling  of  the  great  rivers  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
able uncertainty.  Sometimes  they  rise  very  early,  before 
the  quantity  of  rain  that  falls  in  the  lower  provinces  in- 
duces the  expectation  of  such  a  rise.  Then  it  ia  not  un- 
common to  Bee  the  Cossimbazar  river,  commonly  called 
the  Baugrutty,  nearly  dry  at  night,  and  full  twenty  feet 
or  more  deep  the  next  momii^.    In  other  seasons,  the 
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w&ters  are  very  tardy  ;  a  matter  of  seriouB  momeot  to'tbe 
huabandmaa,  who  is  aaturally  anxious  to  plant  hia  crop 
of  lice  in  due  time,  so  that  it  may  be  necarely  attached 
to  the  soil  before  the  great  inundation.  The  growth  of 
the  rice  stalk  is  certainly  oqe  of  the  most  curioas  prooft 
of  Nature's  adaptation  of  that  plant  to  the  sitoation  in 
which  it  is  cultivated.  It  will  not  thrive  unless  the  stem 
be  immersed  for  several  inches  ;  and,  owing  to  the  for- 
mation of  its  stalk,  which  draws  out  like  the  concentric 
tubes  of  a  pocket-telescope,  it  can  put  forth  many  feet  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  so  as,  apparently,  to  grow  as 
fcst  as  the  water  rises,  and  to  keep  its  pannicle  from 
being  overfloned.  It  is  by  no  means  rare  for  the  rice 
atalks  to  shoot  forth  from  five  to  six  feet  during  the 
twenty-four  hours.    It  has  been  teen  to  do  much  more. 

In  parts  sabject  to  the  regular  annual  inundation,  all 
the  villages  are  built  on  rising  grounds.  Many  stand  on 
artificial  mounds,  formed  by  excavations  around  their 
bases,  so  that  they  are  nearly  surrounded  by  moats,  in 
which  their  ditigies,  or  small  boats,  are  immersed  during 
the  dry  season,  and  which  afibrd  admirable  retreshment 
to  their  bu&loes  during  the  summer  heats.  It  sometimes 
happens,  that  the  waters  rise  so  high  as  to  endanger  even 
these  elevated  villages,  some  of  which  are  then  com- 
pletely  inundated.  To  avoid  this  danger,  most  of  the 
houses  are  built  on  piles,  or  stakes,  so  as  to  raise  their 
fioors  from  four  to  six  feet  above  the  ground,  and  they 
are  open  enoagh  to  permit  the  waters  to  pass  through 
with  freedom.  In  the  dry  time  of  the  year,  the  cattle  are 
occasionally  kept  within  these  inclosed  areas  under  the 
floors ;  but,  while  the  inundation  is  at  its  height,  so  as  to 
insulate  a  village  completely,  all  the  live  stock  are  kept 
in  boats  moored  around  it,  and  fed  n-ith  a  species  ofdoob, 
or  doop-grati,  dragged  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  waters 


:dbvGoogIe 


EAST   INDIA    VADK-HECUU.  429 

by  maaDB  of  split  btimboos,  made  to  serve  as  forks. 
Without  BO  providential  a  supply,  the  cattle  must  be  led 
many  miles,  to  some  part  of  the  country  whose  eleva- 
tioa  exempts  it  from  inundation. 

The  description  of  a  country  so  completely  under 
water,  cannot  but  cause  donsiderable  surprise.  The  fact 
is,  however,  too  well  known  to  be  disputed.  Even  at 
Berhampore,  which  is  not  considered  as  within  the  ordi- 
nary verge  of  inundation,  it  is  common  to  see  boats 
of  great  burthen,  perhaps  Efly  tons,  sailing  over  the 
plains,  as  through  a  boundless  eea.  As  to  the  country 
lying  between  the  mouth  of  the  Jelliughy  and  the  de- 
boudiures  of  the  Qanges,  that  is  always  overflowed  for 
fall  three  months,  perhaps  to  the  average  depth  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet.  "  I  have  sailed  over  it,"  says  Captain  Wil- 
liamson, *'  full  a  hundred  miles  by  the  compass ;  aided, 
indeed,  by  some  remarkable  villages,  mostfueB,  banks, 
Sec,  well  known  to  the  boatmen,  who,  probably  from 
tbeir  earliest  days,  had  traversed  the  Bame  expanse  dur- 
ing every  rainy  seaaon." 

Were  it  not  for  the  water  being  strongly  coloured,  and 
the  strength  of  the  current,  it  would  not  be  easy  in  many 
places  to  distinguish  the  great  rivers  which  are  crossed  in 
Bteering  through  this  fresh-water  ocean.  The  water  of 
the  inundation  is  generally  of  a  bluish'  tinge,  derived 
from  the  mass  of  vegetable  matter  at  the  bottoni,  of  which 
a  certain  quantity  decays,  and  partially  tmnts  the  fluid. 
A  large  portion  is  concealed  by  the  (Tkaun,  (or  rice.) 
This,  in  the  first  instance,  bears  the  appearance  of  a  long 
grass,  of  a  rich  green,  rising  above  the  surface,  bo  as  to 
be  mistaken  at  a  little  distance  for  terrafirma  :  gradually* 
the  pRDDicles  shoot  forth,  of  a  pale  dun  colour,  turning, 
BS  they  ripen,  to  a  deep  dun  or  light  clay. 

The  grains   of  rice,  which  are  called  by  Europeaoa 
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pod^,  Tetam  tiie  nam*  of  Shaun,  while  they  are  io  their 
eoata ;  ■■  we  often  see  a  few  gtains  anKM^  the  rice  im- 
ported. These  coats  feel  pectdi^y  harsh,  sad  are  fiated 
toQgitndiDally,  so  that  do  water  cao  lodge  upon  them. 
Each  gnuD  is  fastened  to  a  ^ort  stalk,  joining  a  main 
stem,  and  fttmishing  a  very  pleaaing  banch  of  grain,  not 
-very  disaimilar  to  an  ear  of  oats,  bat  far  richer,  both  in 
oolotir  vaA  in  quantity.  Rice,  having  no  husk  or  oha^^ 
is  easily  separated  from  the  straw,  which  is  eaten  by 
eattle  for  want  of  other  provender,  and,  being  very  long 
end  soft:,  makes  excellent  litter.  Where  the  innDdatioD 
fffevails,  the  straw  is  of  little  nse :  the  grain  being  cnt  in 
boats,  and  the  straw  settling  at  the  bottom  as  the  waters 
subside ;  thereby  adding  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the 
■oil.  In  the  more  elevated  parts,  the  straw  is  cnt  the 
same  as  in  the  rubbee,  or  corn  crops,  and  bandied  for  do> 
mestic  purposee.  There,  its  length  rarely  exceeds  two 
feet,  whereas,  among  the  inundations,  it  is  often  seen 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  in  length.  The  head,  or 
pannicle,  generally  bears  from  e  hundred  and  G.fty  to 
three  hundred  grains  of  rice. 

There  are  two  modes  of  clearing  rice  from  the  shell ; 
Ae  one  by  the  very  simple  proceea  of  scalding,  which 
accasions  the  rice  to  swell,  and  to  burst  the  shell,  so  that 
the  latter  is  removed  with  very  little  trouble ;  the  other 
is,  by  putting  the  tthaun  into  an  immense  wooden  mortar, 
called  an  ookly,  and  beating  it  by  the  application  of  two 
or  more  beetles,  called  moosuh,  of  about  four  feet  in 
tecgth,  by  three  inches  in  diameter,  shod  at  the  bottom 
with  iron  ferules,  and  thinned  towards  their  centres,  so 
as  to  be  grasped  by  the  women  ;  each  alternately  impel- 
ling one,  in  nearly  a  perpendicular  direction,  among  the 
d^haun  in  the  ookfy.  After  the  shells  have  been  doly  se- 
INtrated,  the  rice,  now  called  choulf  is  winnowed,  either  in 
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h  BtroDg  dr&nght  of  air,  or  hy  means  of  a  kind  of  scoop, 
made  of  fine  wicker-work,  called  a  soop ;  wheiewiththe 
native  .women  can  most  dexterously  separate  difierent 
kinds  of  com,  and  efiectoally  remove  all  rubbish.  The 
coat  of  rice  in  peculiarly  haTsb,  and  not  much  relished  by 
cattle.  It  has  been  mixed  with  dung,  for  fnel,  with  ex- 
cellent effect. 

The  natives,  io  general,  make  little  distinction  be- 
tween the  rice  separated  by  scalding,  which  is  called 
oosnah,  and  that  dressed  by  the  ookly,  which  is  called 
vrwah.  Some  of  the  more  fastidious  prefer  one  or  the 
other,  According  to  particular  prejudices  banded  down  in 
their  families,  or  supposed  to  appertain  to  their  respec- 
tive  sects.  The  scalded  rice  seems,  generally,  deficient 
ID  flavour;  the  glains  being  larger,  and  less  compact. 
He  beaten  rice  certainly  boils  with  rather  more  diC 
ficulty,  but  appears  whiter  and  drier.  The  scalded  rice 
does  not  immediately  separate  from  the  coat,  but  is 
usually  submitted  to  the  operation  of  a  machine  com- 
posed of  a  stout  beam,  nearly  equipoised  by  means  of 
a  thorough-pin,  on  a  fork,  of  wood,  also  fixed  in  the 
ground. 

It  is  inconceivable  what  quantities  of  rice,  of  a  coarse 
reddish  cast,  but  peculiarly  sweet,  and  large  grained, 
are  prepared  for  exportation  about  Backergnnge,  near 
the  debouchure  of  the  Megna.  In  that  quarter  fuel  is 
cheap,  and  water  conveyance  every  where  at  hand;  so 
that  the  immense  crops  raised  in  the  inundated  districts 
find  a  ready  sale.  The  averse  return  from  a  bigah  of 
1600  square  yards,  of  three  b^ahs  to  our  statute  acre, 
sown  with  about  twenty-five  seers  of  iThaita,  may  be 
taken  at  nine  maunds.  The  demand  always  regulates 
the  value,  especially  when  great  consigmuents  are  for- 
warded to  the  coast  of  Coromandel.* 
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Large  quantities  of  rice  are  usaally  cleared  by  contract; 
the  operator  receiving  the  grain  at  the  door  of  the  golah, 
or  warehouae,  where  he  seta  up  hia  cauldron  and  machines, 
and  returoiDg  twenty-five  seen  of  clean  rice  for  every 
maand  (forty  seers)  delivered  to  him;  he  finding  the 
fuel,  and  reserving  the  huske.  In  a  country  where  labour 
is  so  cheap,  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  me- 
chanical devices  for  diminishing  the  expense  of  such  ope- 
ratiooe ;  yet  were  tide  wheels  to  be  used  at  Boclcer- 
gunge  and  elsewhere,  or  a  floating  mill,  like  that  moored 
between  Blackfriare  and  London  Bridge,  to  be  made  out 
of  some  condemned  hulk,  an  immense  advantage  wonid 
be  gained  in  r^ard  to  time.  By  the  proper  adaptation 
of  machinery,  whereby  the  rice  might  be  hoisted  in,  or 
lowered  down,  either  by  the  force  of  water,  or  of  steam, 
and  the  beetles  be  properly  worked,  the  grain  would  cei^ 
tainly  be  prepared  for  market  in  less  time,  and  less  cha^ 
for  cool*/  hire,  in  landing,  loading.  Sic.  Should  tbia  hint 
be  well  received  by  any  specolating  European,  it  might 
,tend  to  lower  the  prices  of  rice  at  those  times,  when, 
either  from  want  of  labourers,  or  from  the  expediency 
of  shipping  off  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  saving 
of  a  few  days  might  prove  an  important  object.  At  all 
events,  ihe  work  might  be  done  more  regularly,  frugally, 
and  independently  than  by  manual  process. 

The  rics,  (^own  in  the  low  countries  by  no  means 
equals  that  produced  in  the  uplands,  where  it  is  culti- 
vated with  great  care,  and  subjected  to  many  vicissitudes, 
owing  to  the  state  of  moisture  in  which  its  roots  are  re- 
tained. In  many  parts  of  the  most  hilly  districts  ^hnat'u 
to  be  seen  in  every  little  narrow  valley,  winding  among  the 
bases  of  those  stupendous  eminences  from  which  the  tor- 
rents of  rain  supply  a  superabundant  flow  of  moistare  at 
one  time;  while,  at  others,  only  the  little  rills  proceeding 
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from  bi^gy  Bpringi  seem  to  feed  the  artificial  pools,  in 
which  the  Rowing  plants  are  kept  in  a  state  of  Bemi-inv- 
menion,  by  means  of  small  embankments  made  of  mud. 
In  every  instancie  the  d'kaun  is  to  be  kept  duly  watered  i 
else  it  withers  and  becomes  unproductive.  In  order  to 
preserve  the  water  as  much  as  possible,  the  bed,  oc  level. 
nearest  to  the  springs,  is  raised  bb  high  as  can  be  aflbrded, 
and  its  exterior  border  banked  up  with  soil,  to  about  a  foot 
and  a  half.  The  next  level  may  be  from  a  foot  to  a  yard 
lower,  to  receive  the  overflow,  which  is  again  passed  on 
to  the  next  lower  bed  ;  and  thus  in  succession,  for  per- 
haps a  mile  or  more;  the  ends  of  tbe  beds  requiring  no 
embankment,  as  the  land  rises  on  either  side.  Such  si- 
tuations afford  a  certain  crop,  in  ordinary  seasons;  and 
should  the  rains  fail,  the  dews  falling  on  the  adjacent 
hills,  generally  covered  with  jungle  of  some  kind,  ordina- 
rily aflTord  moisture  enough  to  keep  up  the  springs,  thus 
causing  sufficient  dampness  to  prevent  the  rice  from 
perishing,  before  some  ample  showers  may  again  fioat 
the  whole  of  the  irrigated  cultivation.  Rice  thus  pro- 
duced is  commonly  small  in  grain,,  rather  long  and  wiry; 
bnt  remarkably  white,  and  admirably  suited  to  the  table. 
Thf  natives,  though  they  admire  its  appearance,  are  not 
partial  to  it,  generally  preferring  the  larger-bodied  grain, 
with  a  reddish  inner  rind,  which  does  not  readily  separate, 
when  new,  from  the  rice.  This  kind,  as  before  observed,  is 
assuredly  the  sweetest,  and  is,  on  that  account,  preferred 
by  those  who  distil  arrack. 

Remoteness  from  sea  air  is  said  to  be  the  reason  why 
the  up-country  rice  possesses  less  saccharine  matter  than 
that  grown  near  the  sea-coast,  and  among  the  inundation ; 
bnt  this  appears  an  erroneous  judgment,  There  is,  no 
doubt,  a  great  increase  of  saccharine  matter  in  plants  (of 
the  same  genus)  cultivated  on  spots  well  manured.  Now 
3f 
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fow,  if  any,  of  tbe  pUces  devoted  to  tbe  cultintion  of 
ric«  in  the  upper  coactry,  receive  much  aid  from  manare  i 
nor  are  they,  in  general,  subject  to  tbe  rec^tioD  of  natri- 
tiouB  particles,  such  as  are  either  floated  down,  or  eogea- 
dered  and  deposited  by  the  inundation,  which  may  be 
viened  as  the  grand  dep6t  of  whatever  can  enrich  Uie 
soil.  Looking  to  the  large  tracts  of  plain,  not  subject  to 
such  an  immense  flow  of  feculous  moistnre,  but  seeming 
merely  aa  reservoirs  for  the  retention  of  local  rains,  it  will 
appear,  that  the  superior  sweetness  of  the  rice  produced 
about  Backergunge,  Dacca,  Hajyguuge,  Luricool,  Ma- 
homedpore,  Comercolly,  Jessore,  8lc.,  is  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  superior  fatness  of  the  soil,  on  whitJi  the 
most  luxuriant  crops  of  cotton  aad  esculents  are  raised 
during  Ae  dry  season.  When  the  soil  is  fiesh  turned  up 
for  tbe  second  crop,  it  is  generally  very  offensive,  and, 
doubtlesE,  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  health  of  the 
cultivators,  who,  at  that  season,  (comnonly  in  Novem- 
ber, December,  and  January,)  are  subjected  to  very  obsti- 
nate agues. 

Rice  is  very  subject  to  the  weevil,  which  often  mnl- 
tipties  so  fast  amoi^  it,  as  to  threaten  destanction  to 
tbe  whole  dep6t.  The  natives  have  a  very  simple  preven- 
tive ;  for,  by  placing  one  or  two  lire  cray-fish  within  the 
heiq),  their  e£9uvia  quickly  expel  the  predatory  tribe. 
Here  is  a  question  for  naturalists  and  philosophers;  a 
question  pregnant  with  interest  to  tbe  agricultural  world, 
namely.  Whether  there  is  any  particular,  and  what  pro- 
perty in  a  live  cray-fish,  that  produces  this  effect  upon  iD> 
sects  under  such  circumstances  1  Whatever  may  be  the 
cause,  the  effect  is  well  known;  therefore  tbe  inquiry  is  so 
far  forwarded  as  to  furnish  data,  or  at  least  hints,  re- 
specting those  results  whidi  may  be  expected  botJi  from 
marine  productions  and  other  living  bodies.    Tbe  inha- 
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bitants  of  tbe  lower  prorinces  being  oMeBy  Hindoo,  whose 
religions  tenets  lead  them  to  consider  almost  ererjtuiimtl 
as  ancleen,  few  ezperimenta  could  be  expected  to  take 
[dace  iunong  them.  O^erwise,  we  might  probabt;  haw 
foand  tfiat  any  liviDg  animal,  such  as  a  rat,  a  (rogj  &c., 
if  confined  in  a  small  box,  and  placed  within  a  heap  of 
rice  infested  by  weevils,  would  produce  a  similar  eflvct. 
Bice  is  not  subject  to  this  species  of  depredation  when  in 
the  coat,  that  is,  in  the  state  called  d^haun ;  but  the  natives 
are  averse  to  retaining  it  in  that  form,  because  the  grains 
shrink  considerably,  and,  when  beat  out  for  sale,  do  not 
occupy  so  much  space  as  when  exposed  to  the  air.  Hence, 
it  is  an  object  with  the  rice<merchant8  to  (Sspoie  of 
their  crops  before  March,  unless  the  markets  should  be  so 
glutted  as  to  cause  tfaat  grain  to  sell,  as  it  has  sold  in 
eome  years,  at  such  low  prices  as  could  not  fait  to  ruin 
^e  fknner.  It  has  been  known  so  tite&p  as  seven  and 
eight  maunde  (equal  to  seven  cwt.)  for  a  rupee.  When 
this  happens,  merchants  who  have  the  command  of  money 
rarely  fail  to  make  immense  fortunes.  Many  have  been 
known  to  possess  four  or  five  lacs  of  maunds. 

Rice  is  the  most  common  article  of  food  among  tfae 
natives,  whether  Hindoo  or  Moossnlmane,  tbrouf^out  the 
lower  provinces,  where  it  is  to  be  found  in  far  greater 
abundance  tban  com  of  any  description.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  upper  provinces  subsist  chieiy  on  the  meals  of 
fHieatand  barley;  which,  being  well  kneaded  with  water, 
are  made  into  ehow-pattits,  or  barmockt,  baked  at  the  com- 
mon chooiaht,  and  are  both  palatable  and  nourishing.  The 
AatiTes  consider  rice  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  «ght; 
bvt,  probably,  whatever  injury  arises  from  itr  use  pro- 
ceeds entirely  flrom  eating  it  too  hot,  and  in  such  qoan- 
tities  at  one  meal,  generally  about  sunset,  as  can  scarcely 
fail  to  injure  the  stomach.  Barley-meal  is  considered, 
2r2 
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and  with  great  justice,  to  be  very  nourishing,  but  heating; 
therefore  most  who  prefer  ottah  (meal)  to  rice^  ase  that 
made  from  wheat.  Large  quKQtities  of  rice  are  cairied 
upwards,  towards  the  Nabob  Vizier's  domiuioDs,  where  it 
sells  to  great  advantage ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  im- 
mense coDsigDments  of  com,  chiefly  wheat,  barley,  and 
r'hur,  are  made  from  those  parts  towards  the  lower  dis- 
tricts ;  where  they  are  consumed  by  persons  of  all  classes. 
While  the  Beugrutty,  (the  Cossimbazar  river,)  and  the 
Jeliinghf,  both  of  which  branch  from  the  Ganges,  and, 
uniting  at  Nuddeah,  form  the  Hoogly,  which  passes  Cal- 
cutta, are  open,  boats  of  all  kinds  proceed  that  way; 
but  chiefly  through  the  former  channel,  on  which  Moors- 
hedabad,  Berhampore,  CosBimbazar,  and  Jungypore,  are 
situated.  This  is  the  shortest  line  of  communication  by 
wafer,  between  the  Presidency  and  the  upper  provinces; 
bnt,  unfortunately,  open  only  for  about  six  months  ta  the 
year ;  rarely  having  water  before  the  middle  of  June,  and 
commonly  reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb  by  the  middle  of 
December;  though  in  some  years  it  remains  for  a  month 
or  six  weeks  longer,  navigable  for  small  boats.  In  such  it 
may  be  passed,  provided  they  be  dragged  over  the  shal- 
lows,  which,  often  for  a  mile  or  more,  oppose  the  progress 
of  whatever  may  draw  more  than  a  few  inches  of  water. 
In  such  a  case,  the  bottom  of  a  boat  should  be  good, 
otherwise  she  may  be  strained  by  the  immense  exertions 
of  perhaps  fifty  men,  who,  ranging  along  either  side,  and 
dragging  by  means  of  ropes,  as  well  as  by  pushing  and 
lifting  behind,  force  her  along  the  shallows,  and  thus  pass 
her  over  all  the  more  prominent  obstacles.  "  I  have  more 
than  once,"  says  Captain  Williamson,  "  had  a  very  small 
puiu>ar.budjr<ne  iiavigated,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  down  the 
Baugrutt^f  from  Mobanahpore,  at  the  month  of  that 
river,  as  for  as  Berhampore ;  which,  by  land*  is  full  forty 
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miles,  and,  by  water,  cannot  be  less  than  seventy.  But 
there  are  so  many  bars,  or  shoals,  between  Berhampore 
and  Aagab-Deep,  about  thirty-five  miles  by  land,  lower 
down,  as  to  render  that  part  absolutely  impassable,  ex- 
cept when  the  river  has  an  average  depth  of  two  feet,  or 
two  feet  and  a  half." 

During  the  dry  months,  the  whole  of  the  comraodities 
transmitted  from  the  upper  provinces  to  the  Presidency, 
with  the  exception  of  some  few  articles  of  small  compass, 
which  may  be  landed  at  Bagwangolah,  and  proceed  to 
Augah-Deep  overland,  are  sent  down  the  Ganges  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  through  the  Soonderbundt.  This 
highly  interesting,  but  difficult  navigation,  reaches  from 
the  Megna  to  Calcutta,  near  which  a  canal  offers  a  safe 
and  easy  communication  between  the  Hot^ly  and  the 
Salt-Water  Lake,  which  lies  at  the  back  of  Calcutta. 
Tbe  generality  of  trading  and  passage  vessels  proceed  by 
this  cut,  .paying  a  moderate  toll,  either  on  the  tonnage  of 
the  former,  or  the  number  of  oars  of  the  latter.  But  the 
salt  vessels  despatched  from  Joynaghur,  Sec.,  with  the 
produce  of  the  different  pans  in  that  quarter,  commonly 
lake  the  lower  passages  near  Chingree-CoHly  and  Cidpee, 
which  are  by  lar  the  most  dangerous,  though  rather  more 
direct. 

The  Soonderbunds,  or  Sunderbund;  consist  of  an  im- 
mense wilderness,  full  fifty  miles  in  depth,  and  in  length 
about  an  hundred  and  eighty.  This  wilderness,  which 
borders  the  coast  to  the  water's  edge,  forming  a  strong 
nataral  barrier  in  that  quarter,  occupies  the  whole  of 
what  is  called  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges.  It  is  every- 
where intersected  by  great  rivers,  and  innumerable 
creeks,  in  which  the  tides  are  so  intermixed,  that  a  pilot  is 
absolutely  necessary,  both  to  thread  the  intricacies  of  the 
passage,  and  to  point  out  at  what  particular  parts  the 
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currertta  will,  at  certain  timcB,  be  faFOurable  in  proceed- 
ing either  to  Uie  eaot  or  the  west.  In  many  places  there 
it  scarcely  breadth  for  the  passage  of  a  single  boat,  and 
even  then  the  boughs  of  the  immense  trees,  and  of  the 
subordinate  jungle,  are  found  bo  freqoently  to  hang  anr, 
88  nearly  to  debar  the  progress  of  ordinary  trading  Tea- 
sels. Fortunately^  these  narrow  creeks  are  short,  or,  at 
least,  hare  io  Tarioos  parts  such  little  bays  as  enable 
boats  to  pass.  One  or  two  are,  bowerer,  so  timited 
throughout  in  width,  as  to  render  it  expedient  that  mua- 
qneta  sbonld  be  discharged  before  a  boat  proceeda,  in 
order  that  others  may  not  enter  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  narrows:  but  for  such  a  precaiition,  one  of  then 
would  be  compelled  to  put  back.  The  water  being 
brackish,  or  rather  absolutely  salt,  tbrongboot  the  Sund' 
erbundi,  it  is  necessary  ftir  all  who  navigate  this  passagCr 
to  take  a  stock  of  fresh  water  equal  to  at  least  a  fort- 
night's service.  Even  the  Tillages,  here  and  there,  en 
the  banks  of  the  great  rivers,  are  sometimes  sapplied 
from  a  great  distance  ;  especially  during  the  dry  season, 
nvhen  the  tides  are  very  powerful. 

The  regular  traiting  veasela,  which  pass  through  the 
Sunderbunds,  perhaps  every  month,  or  two,  are  uanally 
provided  with  very  large  nauds,  or  gowdahs,  made,  like  a 
flat  turnip,  of  a  blaek  earth  which  bakea  very  hard. 
Casks  are  never  used  in  India  for  water ;  all  ships  in  the 
country  trade  have  one  or  mwe  tanks  made  of  teak  wood, 
rendered  perfectly  water-tight,  and  containing  froai 
twenty  to  fifty  butts.  The  water  is  thus  carried  in  a 
smalt  compass,  and  remains  sweet  muck  longer  than  in 
casks.  Even,  could  no  other  reason  be  assigned,  it 
were  obvious,  that,  in  a  tank,  the  surface  of  wood  aeces> 
saiy  to  contain  fifty  butts  of  water,  will  not  exceed  six 
hundred  and,^fifty  square  feet ;  whereas,  each  of  th»  UStJ 
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boUs  vould  present  a  surface  of  more  thao  forty  feet, 
wlwnce  the  whole  must  amount  to  two  thousand  square 
feet. 

Where  a  ship  is  navigated  by  lascars,  many  rules  and 
.ceremonies  are  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  the  water 
from  impure  contact.  When  native  troops  are  on  hoard, 
only  particolar  persons  are  allowed  to  lay  it  in,  or  to 
serve  it  out,  and  even  under  such  precaution,  many  of  the 
more  fasUdious  shew  great  aversion  to  using  the  tank 
water;  often  suffering  greatly,  both  from  hunger  and 
thirst,  rather  than  drink  of  it,  or  evea  taste  of  viands  pre- 
pared with  it.  But  this  prejudice  has,  of  late  years,  sub- 
sided considerably,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  occa- 
sions the  British  government  have  had  to  send  nativa 
troops  by  sea,  on  distant  expeditions. 

Casks  would  certainly  prove  obnonous  to  servants, 
and  others,  proceeding  tbrough  the  Sunderbunds,  owing 
to  an  opinion  general  among  them,  that  we  convey 
spirits,  meat.  Sic.,  in  such  vessels.  These  having  once 
been  osed  for  such  a  puipose,  could  never  be  viewed  by 
them  as  receptacles  for  beverage,  withont  disgust  and 
execration. 

The  town  of  Calcutta  is  supplied  with  firing  by  persona 
who  reaort  to  the  woods  about  twenty-five  miles  from 
Calcutta,  where  they  cut  the  smaller  kinds  of  Hrrat^Jar- 
Tool,  woudry,  ^hob,  &,c.,  into  junks  about  foor  feet  in 
length,  which  are  rived  into  two  or  four  pieces,  aocord- 
ing  to  their  diameter,  then  carried  to  market,  and  de- 
livered at  a  parchaser''B  door.  This  is  the  only  fiiel  osed 
in  the  kitchens  of  Europeans,  and  forme  the  supply  of 
nine-tenths  of  the  native  population  also  :  the  remainder 
use  the  guttiea  made  of  dung. 

Those  who  have  occasion  to  pass  through  the  Sunder- 
buods,  which  can  only  be  done  by  water,  should  be  ex- 
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tremety  careful  not  to  venture  BBhore,  iialesa  at  some  of 
the  little  towns,  whose  vicinity,  from  the  jangle  bftving 
bean  partially  cleared  away,  may  afford  some  second 
against  the  attacks  of  tigers,  llie  romaatic  sceneiy^ 
every  where  inviting  tiie  eye,  must  not  allure  the  traveller 
to  relax  his  caution;  nor  should  the  abundance  of  game, 
especially  of  deer,  lead  him  among  those  dangerous 
coverts. 

Nor  are  the  waters  less  dangerous.  Sharks,  of  an  ud- 
common  size,  are  every  where  nnmerous  and  greedy; 
while  their  competitors,  the  alligators,  oot  only  infest  the 
streams,  but  often  lie  among  the  grass  and  low  jmigle, 
waiting  for  a  prey,  with  which  they  immediately  plunge 
into  the  water. 

Instances  have  been  known,  both  of  tigers  swimming 
off  to  board  boats,  and  of  alligators  striking  the  dandita 
(boatmen)  out  of  the  boats,  with  their  tails,  and  snapping 
tbeir  victims  up  with  a  nimbleness  fully  proving  the  false- 
hood  of  that  doctrine,  which  teaches  to  escape  from  the 
crocodile  by  running  out  of  the  right  line,  beccaite  the 
animal  cvmot  turn  to  follow. 

If  those  who  either  gave,  or  believed  in  such  advice, 
were  to  see  with  what  fiicility  an  alligator  can  turn  about, 
or  with  what  agility  he  can  pursue,  and  catch,  the  large 
flahes  that  abound  in  the  great  rivers  of  India,  the  folly 
would  be  so  self-evident,  as  to  cause  an  immediate  dere- 
liction of  so  preposterous  an  opinion. 

Besides,  the  hoomert  or  bull-beaded  alligator,  which, 
generally  speaking,  is  the  only  kind  to  be  seen  in  brack- 
ish waters,  is  peculiarly  fierce  and  active ;  iax  more  so 
than  could  be  supposed,  at  first  sight,  of  an  amphibious 
animal  of  the  lacerta  tribe,  (for  it  is  nothing  more  than 
an  immense  lizard,  or  guana,)  whose  length  has  been 
thirty  feet,  and  whose  girth  has  equalled  twelve  feet. 
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Such  is  the  ravenoua  dteposition  of  the  hwmer,  that  it 
will  not  heBitate  to  seize  cattle  that  proceed  to  drink  of 
the  TiTer  water  where  it  is  fres)).  This,  however,  does 
not  often  happen ;  the  places  where  cattle  proceed  to 
slake  their  thirst,  being,. for  the  most  part,  rather  shallow, 
BO  that  an  alligator,  sufficiently  formidable  for  such  an 
attack,  could  not  lie  concealed.  Oxen  have  been  seized 
by  the  head,  or  the  fore  leg,  but  have  either  been  rescued 
by  their  drovers,  or  succeeded  in  escaping  trom  their 
'  merciless  enemy.  They  were  all  so  lacerated  as  to  be 
completely  disfigured. 

The  size  of  a  boat  may  make  much  difference  as  to  the 
time  required  to  make  the  Suaderbund-passage.  Gene- 
rally, from  ten  to  twelve  days  will  elapse  in  making  the 
shortest  cut  in  a  budjrow  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  oars  ; 
while  A  light  pulwar,  that  can  pass  through  the  lesser 
creeks,  and  make  way  agfunst  the  tides,  iriiich  are  ex- 
tremely intricate,  on  account  of  the  numerous  chanitels 
that  wind  in  every  direction,  may  perhaps  get  through  in 
seven  or  eight  days.  Much  will  depend  on  the  route.  If 
D&cca,  or  any  part  of  the  Megna,  be  the  destination,  fall 
ten  days  will  be  requisite ;  but  if  the  Comercolly  track, 
which  opens  into  the  Ganges  neady  opposite  to  Nattore, 
be  followed,  the  great  body  of  the  wilderness  will  be 
avoided,  and  the  fertile  districts  of  Jessore,  Mahomed- 
pore,  and  Comercolly,  will  be  passed  through  with  faci- 
Ufy  and  gratification. 

Many  opinions,  and  some  bold  assertions,  have  been 
ofiered  regarding  the  Sunderbunds.  Some  consider  the 
immense  wilderness  that  borders  the  coast,  to  he  of  no 
great  antiqui^,  and  pretend,  that  probably  one  hundred 
years  would  be  too  much  to  allow  for  the  duration  of  that 
•oil  now  covered  with  such  stupendous  forests. 
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That  the  whole  of  the  conatry  south  of  the  Gauges, 
from  BogwaDgoIah  to  Saagur,  aod  in  the  other  directioo 
to  Lackypore,  Su.,  was  formerly  covered  by  the  oceui, 
may  be  readily  believed^  both  from  the  nature  of  the  aoil 
in  general,  and  from  the  various  marine  productions  foond 
occasionally,  when  wells  are  dug  to  any  coosider^lB 
depth. 

The  anciMit  city  of  Ooub,  of  which  only  an  immeose 
assemblage  of  rains,  ooverii^  full  thirty  sc^uare  miles,  are 
to  be  seen,  stood  not  very  fitr  from  Maiildab,  That  able 
geographer.  Major  Rennell,  slates  it  to  have  been  the 
capital  of  Bengal  eeven  hundred  and  thirty  years  before 
Christ,  and  that  it  was  deserted  in  coaae4)neDce  of  a  pes- 
tilence ;  that  it  forinerly  stood  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  froni  which  it  is  now  distant  nearly  five  miles ; 
the  river  having,  aa  is  very  common  in  that  quarter, 
changed  its  course:  the  Mafaanuddy,  which  passes 
within  two  miles  of  it,  is  navigable  throughout  the  year. 
Many  parts  of  Gour  are  now  full  twelve  miles  from  the 
Ganges. 

The  following  extract  &om  Major  Rennell's  Memoirs 
(p.  56)  may  serve  to  illustrale  the  position  I  have  to  as- 
sume reguding  the  Snnderbundi :  he  says,  ''  Taking  the 
extent  of  the  ruins  of  Govs  at  the  most  reasonable  calcu- 
lation, it  is  not  less  than  fifteen  miles  in  Imgtb,  (extend- 
ing along  the  old  bank  of  the  Ganges,)  and  from  two  to 
three  in  breadth.  Several  villages  stand  on  part  of  iti 
site:  the  remainder  is  cither  covered  with  thick  forests, 
the  habitations  of  tigers,  and  other  beasta  of  prey,  or 
is  become  arable  land,  whose  soil  is  diiefly  oomposed  of 
brick.dust. 

"  The  princapal  rains  are  a  mosque,  lined  with  black 
marble,  elaborately  wrought,  and  two  |^t«s.  of  die  citadel. 
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which  are  starikiDgly  grand  and  lofty.  These  fabtica,  and 
some  fev  others,  appear  to  owe  their  duration  to  the 
natore  of  their  materials,  which  are  leu  marketable,  and 
more  difficult  to  separate,  than  those  of  the  ordinary 
brick  buildings ;  and  are  transported  to  Moorshedabad, 
Mauldab,  and  other  places,  for  the  purpose  of  building. 
These  bricks  are  of  the  most  solid  texture  of  any  I  ever 
saw ;  and  have  preserved  the  sharpness  of  their  edges, 
and  the  atnoothnesa  of  their  surfaces,  through  a  aeries  of 
ages. 

"  The  situation  of  Qour  was  highly  convenient  for  the 
capital  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  as  united  under  one  govero- 
ment;  being  nearly  centrical  with  respect  to  the  populous 
parts  of  those  provinces,  and  near  the  junction  of  the 
principal  rivers  that  compose  that  extrsordinary  inland 
navigation  for  which  those  provinces  are  formed  ;  and, 
moreover,  secured  by  the  Ganges,  and  other  rivers,  on 
the  only  quarter  from  which  Bengal  has  any  cause  for 
apprehension." 

The  author,  though  generally  so  perspicuous,  has  not 
clearly  stated  what  quarter  is  meant  in  this  instance ; 
the  greater  part  of  Bengal  being  divided  from  Ooua  by 
that  same  river,  the  Ganges,]  which  is  here  described  as  a 
protection  to  Govs  against  incursions  from  Bahar. 

Leaving,  however,  that  question  as  irrelevant  on  this 
oecBsion,  we  may  observe,  that  throughout  the  Delta  of 
the  Ganges,  which  forms  an  area  of  full  twenty  thousand 
sqoare  miles,  (it  being  nearly  a  right-angled  triangle, 
whose  sides  average  about  two  hundred  miles,)  we  have 
not  <H)e  vestige  oi  remote  date. 

It  has,  no  doubt,  been  asserted  by  some  travellei^,  and 
several  of  the  natives  have  declared,  that,  in  some  parts 
of  the  Sunderbunds,  raiiM  of  great  extent  are  to  be  sten. 
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Tfaeae  are  said  to  be  the  remains  of  cities  which  Tonoerly 
flourished  on  the  borders  of  the  ocean,  but  were  aban- 
doned in  coDsequence  of  the  depredations  of  the  Bttr- 
nuMi,  or  Muggs,  who  inhabited  the  couDtiy  lying  sooth  of 
Chittagong,  and  who  hare,  within  the  last  fifteen  yean, 
called  to  onr  memory  that  such  a  nation  was  still  in 
existence. 

Admitting  the  existence  of  such  reputed  ruins,  we  have 
no  right  to  place  them  to  the  account  of  the  earlier  ages. 
We  have  no  records  of  their  existence ;  the  whole  of  the 
details  that  have  hitherto  been  offered  to  the  world,  either 
by  native  traditionists,  or  European  surveyors,  give  no 
account  of  any  such  fragments;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
eveiy  presumption  is  in  favour  of  the  whole  Delta  being 
comparatively  modem. 

Major  Rennell,  (at  page  347  of  his  Memoirs,)  observes 
in  a  note,  that  "  a  glass  of  water  taken  out  of  the  Ganges, 
when  at  its  height,  yields  about  one  part  in  fonr  of  mud. 
No  wonder  then  that  the  subsiding  waters  should 
quickly  form  a  stratum  of  earth ;  or  that  the  Delta  should 
encroach  upon  the  sea."  If  we  estimate  the  course  of  the 
Ganges,  (setting  ^art  the  Barampooter,)  at  fifteen  hun- 
dred miles,  and  take  its  mean  width  at  half  a  mile ;  which 
is,  indeed,  reducing  that  magnificent  flow  of  water  to  a 
mere  stream,  we  have  then  a  surface  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  square  miles,  of  which  one-fourth  is  said  to  be  mud, 
or  matter  light  enough  to  be  kept  suspended  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  current.  This  should  give  nearly  two  hun- 
dred square  miles  of  soil. 

The  foregoing  computation  proves  the  Delta  to  contain 
twenty  thousand  square  miles ;  therefore,  if  Major  Ren- 
neirs  hypothesis  be  correct,  the  whole  of  the  Delta  might 
have  been  formed  in  one  hundred  yean ;  taking  the  depth 
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of  the  river,  wben  at  its  highest,  to  he  equal  to  the  depth 
of  the  soil.  But,  if  we  recollect  that  probably  many  fa- 
thoms of  sea  were  filled  up  hy  the  encroachment  that  thns 
took  place,  we  may  be  correct  in  allowing  ten  times  that 
period,  i.  e.  a  thousand  years,  for  the  completion,  or,  ra- 
ther, for  the  gradoal  accumolation,  of  bo  extensive  an  ad- 
dition to  the  terra_firma  of  Asia. 

At  page  ^48,  Major  Rennell  aigues  very  strongly, 
though  unintentionally,  perhaps,  ia  support  of  the  hy- 
pothesis, that  QovB  formerly  stood  on  the  borders  of  the 
oceao,  and  was  probably  the  Tyre  of  Hindoostan.  He 
saya,  "As  a  strong  presumptive  proof  of  the  wandering  of 
the  Canga,  from  the  one  side  of  the  Delta  to  the  other,  I 
moat  observe,  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  virgin  earth, 
between  the  Tipperah  Hills  on  the  east,  and  the  province 
of  Bardwan  on  the  west ;  nor  on  the  north  till  we  arrive 
at  Dacca  and  Bauleah," 

Uaitiog  all  these  points,  and  agremng  with  Major  Ren- 
nell that  the  Ganges  discharges,  on  a  medium,  180,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  in  a  second,  we  may  easily  imagine 
that  the  present  Delta  has  been  formed  by  the  sedimentary 
portion  propelled  forward  in  constant  succession,  till  it 
gained  the  highest  level  to  which  the  annual  inundation 
coald  raise  it;  after  which,  the  black  mould  on  the  sur- 
face must  have  been  produced  by  Uie  constant  accumu- 
lation of  vegetable  matter  that  rotted  thereon. 

It  is  a  ginans,  hut  well  known  fiict,  that  from  Sooty  to 
that  part  of  the  Cossimbazar  Island  which  lies  nearest 
to  the  tide^s  way,  inundation  is  prevented  only  by  an  em- 
bankment, called,  the  poolpundy,  maintained  at  a  very 
great  and  regular  expense.  Here  is  an  obvious  demon- 
stntion  that  the  present  course  of  the  Hoogly  was  not 
settled  till  within  a  few  centuries ;  for  almost  all  rivers, 
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loDg  subject  to  such  orerflows  as  those  in  Bengal,  alti- 
iDfttely  raise  their  banks,  by  an  annual  deposit  of  matter, 
to  such  a  height  as  afterwards  prevents  the  passing  of  their 
streams  into  the  adjacent  country. 

There  can  be  little  doabt,  that  the  city  of  Gour  stood 
ou  a  spot  which,  in  very  ancient  times,  was  washed  by  the 
sea ;  and  we  may,  without  being  econsed  of  great  (Sedu- 
lity, admit  that  the  Ganges,  probably,  then  debouched 
into  the  anus,  or  bay,  at  that  same  spot 

Nor  should  we  doubt,  that  those  sands  from  Balasore 
to  Chittagong,  which  are,  at  this  day,  so  dangerous  to 
navigation,  will,  at  some  remote  period,  be  encreased  and 
raised,  so  as  to  become,  in  the  first  instance,  islands ; 
and  ultimately,  parts  of  the  coBtisent.  The  present  chan- 
nels would  thus  serve  for  the  courses  of  future  rivers, 
which,  in  so  loose  a  soil,  may,  like  the  Ganges  in  oar 
times,  be  subject  to  changes  of  locality,  should  Uic  Soods 
ever  become  so' impetuous  as  to  open  new  beds,  into 
which  th«  streams  would  then  be  diverted. 

Tlie  Snnderbunds,  whatever  may  be  their  data  or  origin, 
present,  at  this  day,  a  most  inhospitable  aspect,  sod  give 
to  the  exterior  of  the  country,  a  teature  by  no  means  cor 
responding  with  the  interior.  They  are,  in  truth,  a  hide- 
ous belt  of  the  most  unpromising  description,  such  as  must 
cause  any  stranger  wrecked  on  that  coast,  who  should  not 
proceed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tide,  to  pronounce  it  a 
wuntty  JU  for  the  readtnce  of  neither  man  nor  betut. 

When  Major  Rennell  remarked  "  that  they  furnish  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  wood  for  boat^buitding ;"  he  wgfat 
have  added,  of  timber  for  sbip-buitding.  Many  very  laj^ 
vessels  have  been  launched  from  this  quarter;  but  no 
pains  having  been  taken  to  season  the  timber,  their  du- 
rability could  not  be  expected.    Nor  is  the  wood  itself  of 
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the  best  quality  for  iuitbI  architecture ;  for,  though  rery 
strong,  aad  bent  with  facility  to  any  necesHiry  form,  it  is 
extremely  subject  to  be  worm-eaten.  This  ia  unfiitvourabie 
to  its  more  general  use,  unless  for  such  vessels  as  are  ia- 
teaded  to  be  coppered :  for  such,  thejarrool  may  answer, 
as  may  also  the  toondry,  both  which  abound  in  erery  part 
of  the  Sonderbunds. 

The  whole  coast,  from  Balosore  to  Cbtttagong,  has  at 
times  been  occupied  by  a  class  of  natives  called  Mohat- 
peSi  who  manufacture  salt  from  sea-water.  The  produce 
of  the  several  chokies,  or  manufactories,  is  immensely  va- 
luable, as  already  sfaewQ,  and  suffices  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  whole  population  of  all  the  Company's  domi- 
nionSf  besides  what  is  exported  into  those  of  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  &c.  About  fifty  years  ago,  salt  used  to  be  sold 
at  a  rupee,  or  a  rupee  and  a  half,  per  factory  mannd  of 
seven^-two  pounds ;  averagtug  about  one  halfpenny  per 
pound ;  but  since  the  Company  monopolized  the  maou- 
fiicture,  and  imposed  a  heavy  duty,  the  price  of  salt  has 
gradually  advanced. 

The  importation  of  salt,  by  eea,  is  prohibited,  ex- 
cept under  partial  or  temporary  licences ;  but  it  is 
brought  from  the  mines  to  the  northward  of  Delhi,  in 
large  quantities,  though  oot  of  so  good  a  quality,  it  beiog 
generally  very  hitter,  especially  the  Salamba/i,  or  more 
opaque  rock-salt,  which  is  far  less  serviceable  for  curing 
meet  than  the  Samber.  Both  kinds  are  brought  in  small 
prismatio  masses,  and,  though  in  common  use  among  the 
natives  of'the  upper  provinces,  are  never,  except  from 
necessity,  allowed  to  appear  at  the  tables  of  Europeans, 
though  employed  in  their  culinary  preparationa. 

Salt  is  also  obtained,  but  not  of  a  prime  quality,  by 
piling  up  lai^  quantities  of  the  sand  forming  the  beds 
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of  rivers,  after  the  waters  have  Bubsided  into  very  nar- 
row channels.  On  these  heaps,  water  is  poured  in  abun- 
dance, which,  being  afterwards  drained  into  reaervoirsi 
the  salt  either  crystaUizes  by  aolar  heat,  or  by  being 
boiled  in  large  iron  pans,  like  those  used  for  cryatallizing 
sAgar  from  the  expressed  juice  of  the  cane. 

In  travelling  by  water,  many  preparations,  totally  un* 
heeded  by  European  tourists,  require  a  necessary  atten- 
tion previous  to  departure.  It  has  been  already  mention' 
ed,  that  no  furnished  house,  lodgings,  public  vehicles, 
or  inna,  in  short,  no  preparation  for  the  lodgment  or 
convenience  of  temporary  sojourners,  are  to  be  expected 
in  any  part  of  India;  wilii  the  exception  of  the  taverns 
and  pnoch-faouses  already  described.  Therefore,  for  an 
excursion  by  water,  a  budjrow  must  be  hired,  either  by 
what  is  called  teekahf  or  so  much  for  the  trip,  according 
to  the  distance,  with  some  allowance  for  demurrage  ;  or 
at  a  certain  monthly  sum ;  generally  rated  at  ten  rupees 
per  oar.  Sometimes  retum-^i^'nwij  are  to  be  hired  at  a 
cheaper  rate.  In  either  case,  the  person  hiring  has  no 
concern  with  the  pay,  or  provision,  of  the  several  men  em- 
ployed in  navigating  the  vessel. 

A  boat  may,  at  most  seasons  of  the  year,  proceed  to 
Berfaampore  (the  river  being  open)  in  about  seven  or 
eight  days.  The  distance  by  water  is  nearly  double  that 
by  land,  owing  to  the  winding  course  of  the  river,  which 
formerly  could  compete  with  that  passing  under  Lgcltnow; 
which,  owing  to  the  mazes  of  its  course,  received  the 
name  of  Gaomty,  or  winding.  Within  the  last  thirty 
years,  however,  many  of  the  narrow  isthmuses  have  been 
cut  through,  whereby  the  distance  from  Moorshedabad  to 
Calcutta  has  been  reduced  full  twenty  miles.  Some  yet 
require  the  aid  of  art,  to  perfect  what  the  hand  of  time 
seems  preparing  for  still  further  abbreviating  the  pas- 
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sage  by  water.  Probably,  in  a  course  of  yean,  the 
river  may  be  brought  into  a  tolerable  line.  How  long 
it  will  remain  so,  is  another  conBideratioa ;  as  the  soil  is 
erery  where,  except  about  Rangamatty,  (the  red  boU*)  a 
few  miles  below  Berhampore,  so  loose  as  to  be  totally 
unqualified  to  restrain  the  violent  current  which,  during 
four  months  in  the  year,  prevails  in  every  part 

The  passage  to  Chittagong  can  rarely  be  performed  in 
a  common  burrow,  a  great  part  of  it  being  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Megna,  in  an  open  sea,  subject  to  very 
heavy  swells,  if  not  to  squalls,  such  as  give  much  trouble 
even  to  those  who  are  on  board  substantial  sloops,  and 
other  vessels  coming  under  the  description  of  sea-boats. 
However,  during  the  cold  months,  an  adventurous  mattjif, 
for  a  handsome  gratuity,  will  sometimes  hazard  the  trip 
with  his  badfroa. 

The  best  mode  is  to  embark  at  Calcutta  on  board  one 
of  the  Chittagong  traders,  of  which  some  are  commonly 
DD  the  point  of  sailing,  and  to  make  a  sea  trip  at  oncei  in 
a  secure,  and  ,a  tolembly  pleasant  manner.  This  mode 
does  not  indeed  offer  all  the  conveniences  of  a  large  6iu^- 
Ttno,  ■  but  that  is  balanced  by  the  safety  and  celerity  of  the 
Toyi^.  A  budjrow  will  rarely  complete  the  trip  to  CbiU 
togong  under  three  weeks;  whereas  a  coasting  sloop 
will  commonly  perform  it  in  as  many  days,  after  quitting 
the  pilot,  either  in  the  northerly  or  southerly  monsoon, 
the  coast  being  east,  with  a  very  little  southing. 

After  a  budjrow  has  been  offiered  for  hire,  it  will  be  bat 
common  prudence  to  send  a  carpenter  on  board  to  search 
her  bottom,  and  to  place  a  servant  on  board  for  a  day  and 
a  night,  to  ascertain  how  much  water  she  may  take  in 
during  that  time.  Some  of  the  best,  in  appearance,  are 
extremely  rotten,  and  can  only  be  kept  afloat  by  constant 
2g 
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baling,  in  cciweqmenoe  dther  of  the  depndction  of 
worma,  or  of  the  l«ngth  of  time  aince  tfaey  were  built. 
Some  are  neat  and  clean,  otfaera  filthy  in  the  ettnae' 
Some  are  supplied  with  good  VeDetiana,  locken,  curtaias 
outside  the  windowa,  Uc  &c. ;  while  not  a  few,  though 
not  totally  deatitute  of  oncb  ccmTenicDceB,  offer  them  io 
a  condition  moat  wretched  and  uaeleae.  The  rooft  of  nine 
in  ten  do  not  keep  out  water. 

It  will,  on  efery  occaiion,  be  indiapeasable  to  make 
memoranda  of  the  terms  on  which  the  bin^row,  &c.,  may 
be  hired ;  end  to  obtain  from  the  nutirjy  a  written  agree- 
ment ;  the  want  of  which  may  prove  unpleasant,  either 
from  miaundorstanding,  or  any  attempt  to  impose  npon 
,s«cb  European  as  may  be  nipposed  too  ignorant  of  the 
ordinary  routine  of  such  affurs,  to  secure  them  from  de- 
predation. 

The  masts,  sails,  rigging,  81c.,  of  the  vessel  must  be 
OTer-hanled;  and,  in  particular,  great  care  should  be 
taken  that  one  or  two  good  gAoow,  or  track  ropes,  of  su£> 
icient  length,  be  on  board.  A  defect  in  this  branch  of 
equipment  will  inevitably  produce  great  delay,  and,  in 
strong  currents,  subject  the  boat  to  inmiinent  danger. 

Whatever  be  the  nimiber  of  oars  paid  ibr,  so  many 
onght  to  be  the  actual  boatmen  there,  exclusive  of  the 
mm^,  or  steersman,  and  the  goUah,  or  bowman.  It  is 
a  very  common  deception  to  conot  the  latter  among  the 
rowers,  because  he  sometitnea  aits  to  an  oai  fitted  out  for 
him  on  the  very  prow  of  the  veaael,  when  there  is  no  oc- 
eaaion  for  his  atandiDg  to  throw  the  taggy,  or  bamboo* 
pole,  wlienby  the  boat  is  kept  clear  of  banks,  shoala, 
stumps,  &c> 

When  an  ei^gement  is  made  ot  the  ttthah,.  or  job- 
kind,  the  tnai^tf,  for  his  own  sake,  will  endeavour  to  pro- 
ceed as  sj>eediiy  ns  possible,  and  to  make  sure  of  a  good 
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crew,  that  h»  money  may  baaoooer  einied;  but,  when 
paid  by  the  mosth,  there  will  be  do  end  to  eiouMs,  d«> 
lays,  and  erasions.  The  datuUa  will  generally  be  wanting 
in  namber,  and  their  qoali^  very  iodiflferenL 

The  beat  mode,  on  8ii<^  ocoawoni,  ia  to  apply  to  the 
police,  whicb,  under  proper  eridenoe  of  criminality,  will 
^ut  a  peon  (or  mesMnger)  cm  board,  at  the  expense  of  the 
delinquent,  and  make  flach  a  ohange  in  the  potture  of 
affltira  as  cannot  ftdl  to  please  the  employer.  This  is  a 
eafe  and  efficatuons  mode  of  proceeding ;  wbereas,  when 
the  perion  hiring  the  boat  takes  justice  into  hii  own 
handa,  and  abuae  and  blows  are  dealt  out,  ander  the  hope 
of  gaining  the  point,  the  dandies,  now  assured  of  a  groood 
of  coAiplaint,  so  far  from  doing  their  duty,  will  dther 
abscond  wholly,  or  secrete  themselves  so  aa  efibctually  to 
impose  an  embargo. 

Yet  sometimes  a  reconrse  to  corporal  correction  may 
be  advisable,  if  not  necessary.  Such,  however,  nuiat 
be  inflicted  with  extreme  caution,  and  with  such  a  mix- 
tore  of  resolution  and  conoiliatiou,  as  may  produce  the 
desired  effect,  wiUiout  establishing  a  character  for.bnitai- 
lity  or  unnecessary  harshness.  If,  during  the  trip,  oo- 
ca«OD  for  complaint  should  ariBe>  it  is  best  to  refer  the 
matter  to  any  peraona  in  office,  whether  native  or  Euro- 
pean, within  a  suitable  distance.  The  manjiet  have  an 
insuperable  antipathy  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  be- 
cause it  deprives  them  of  all  grounds  for  justification  or 
representation ;  the  want  of  wbich,  in  the  hearing  of  an 
European  magistrate,  speedily  produces  their  corporal 
punishment ;  while,  in  the  estimation  of  a  ctUwalf  ot 
chief  of  ft  village,  it  surely  subjects  them  to  some  pecu- 
niary loss,  whether  by  flue,  by  deduction  from  the  anini 
to  be  paid  as  hire,  or  by  an  obligation  to  maintain  ona 
or  more  peont,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  o^nce. 
2o2 
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.  Most  ini^roiB*  bkve  two  apottmenta,  excluBtre  of  «il 
open  veranda  in  front.  The  Utter  is  on  a  lerd  with  the 
dining  aparUoent;  but  tbe  cfaamber,  which  ia  knwe  h>^ 
wards  the  atem,  rises  one  or  two  steps  above  their  level, 
in  consequence  of  the  form  of  the  Teasel's  stem.  As  the 
ohamb^  contracta  considerably  towards  the  after^^nrt  of 
its  floor,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertua  whether  a  «ina& 
cot  (a  bedstead)  can  stand  in  that  part  of  the  itu^rrow, 
without  inconvenience ;  aa  also,  whether  the  height  be- 
tween tbe  floor  and  the  roof  will  admit  of  bed-posts.  If 
not,  the  cnrtaina  mast  be  suspended  from  hooks,  nails,  &«.; 
driven  for  that  purpose  into  the  beams  that  support  the 
roof 

Though  floating  on  a  river,  whose  waters  are  ctiebrated 
for  their  virtues  and  purity  by  the  whole  population  of 
Hindoostan,  it  will,  nevertheless,  be  indispensably  tieoe^ 
sary  to  take  on  board  a  Urge  ^oiJak,  or  jar  of  water, 
which  may  be  lashed  to  the  mast,  to  aerve  for  calioary 
purposes  or  beven^.  In  a  few  hours  it  will  have  set- 
tled thoroughly,  and  should  then  be  drawn  ofl",  aa  re- 
quired, into  smaller  vessels,  called  by  Europeans  kedftne- 
poti,  but  gurrahs  by  the  natives.  The  former  designation 
probably  resulted  either  fmm  the  supplies  of  crockery 
furnished  to  our  shipping  at  Kedjene,  or  from  the  very 
common  circumstance  of  that  preparation  of  rice,  split 
peas,  Sic.,  called  kitchurry,  which  may  often  be  seen  boil- 
ing, wholesale,  in  vessels  of  this  description,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  a  dozen  dandies.  Sec. 

The  forepart  of  every  burrow  is  decked,  and  has  two 
hatchways,  with  appropriate  coverings,  Tbe  whole  of 
that  part  under  tiie  deck,  which  reaches  from  the  tv raads 
to- the  stern,  is  generally  considered  by  the  naN^yas-a 
privilege,  of  which  he  rarely  foils  to  avail  himself,  when  it 
is  possible  to  render  the  trip  a  trading  voya^.    Against 


:dbvGoogIe 


£ASt   INDIA   VADE-HECUM.  453 

ibiSt  too  much  precau^oa  caanot  be  sdopted ;  for  not  only 
will  the  budfrow  be  ao  heavily  laden  as  to  draw  mora 
Water,  (an  object  of  considerable  importance,)  but  to 
track  with  far  greater  difficulty,  and  to  leak  abundantly. ' 

If  any  contraband  trade  can  be  carried  on  with  tolera- 
bleaafety^  itia  usually  in  tbismanner:  because,  owing  to 
tkegeneral  deference  paid  by. the  coatom-house  officers, 
and  ciakey-peota,  in  erery  part  of  the  country,  to  Euro* 
pean  gentlemen,  and  their  etjuipages,  few,  or  none,  will 
attempt  to  search  a  burrow  under  hire.  The  &cility 
with  which  goods  can  be  landed,  is  such  as  to  obviate, 
almost  totally,  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  the  per* 
formance  of  that  part  of  the  adventure. 

GoTemment  has,  it  ia  true,  placed  a  number  of  checks 
on  this  kind  of  fraud.  It  is,  however,  unhappily  out  of 
its. power  to  go  so  far  into  the  remedy  as  would  put  a  total 
■top  to  illicit  commerce,  without  subjecting  their  own 
servants,  of  whatever  rank,  to  the  intrusive,  and,  ulti- 
Btatdy,  the  insolent  researches  of  those  natives  by  whom 
^y  should,  on  every  occasion,  be  treated  with  the  utmost 
respect  and  consideration.  It  is  inconceivable  with  what 
secresy  and  caution  the  numpes  act  on  such  occasions. 

A  gentleman  hiring  a  budjrow  at  Patna,  to  proceed  to  the 
Presidency,  vainly  importuned  the  manj^,  day  after  day, 
and  hour  after  hour,  to  complete  his  crew,  and  to  have 
all  in  readiness  for  embarkation:  at- length  all  was  ad* 
justed,  and  the  vessel  proceeded  in  high  style. 

The  gentleman  was  unaccountably  drowsy,  and  often 
wondered  at  the  rapidity  with  which  he  seemed  .to  be 
making  his  passage,  but  was  not  displeased  to  find  him- 
self so  speedily  floated  towards  the  place  of  destination. 
It  was  in  vain  tliat  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the'-man^y 
from  stopping  at  Chandemagore,  a  French  settlement, 
about  twenty,-two.  miles  from  Calcuttai  when,  to  his  great. 
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inrprisc^  he  aaw  seTcnl  bozea  of  opium,  which  faad  bem 
concealed  in  farious  parts  of  die  biid^roto,  aii<l  particolarly 
nndnr  the  floors,  handed  out  to  lome  tirkari  who  wen  st 
the  ghaut,  or  l«ading-{>laoe,  aoxioody  awaiting  hei  ar- 
rival. 

However  anpleataDt  might  be  the  abore^aentioDed 
eargo^  the  grievance  cannot  be  compared  with  the  tniljr 
offensive  practice  common  i(mong  all  the  boatmen  of 
Hindoostan,  of  cutting  such  fish  as  they  purdiaae,  catch, 
or  steal,  into  slices,  and  hanging  tbepi  over  the  quarters 
to  become  snn-dri«d.  This  custom  should  never  be  to- 
lerated OB  any  acconnt;  not  only  because  the  effluvia  are 
cruelly  distressing,  but  that,  wherever  it  is  allowed  to 
obtain,  ell  the  rata  are  sure  to  be«ttracted  from  whatever 
boats,  or  banks,  may  come  in  contact  with  the  bw^rvm. 
Nor  can  they  be  got  rid  of  except  by  emptying  the 
vessel  oompletely,  and  fumigating  her  with  sulphur;  or 
by  sinking  her  for  a  while,  so  as  to  drown  the  vemin, 
of  all  descriptions,  which  harbour  in  the  nmnbeilcss 
recesses,  chinks,  &c.,  to  be  found  in  every  qnarto'  of  an 
eld  hudjfow. 

When  a  single  gentlentao  desires  to  proceed  eo  the 
most  economical  and  exp^itious  plan,  he  should  not  have 
even  a  cook-boat  in  his  suite,  but  confine  himself  entirely 
to  whatever  convenience  his  hudjrow  may  aSbrd.  On  this 
plan,  the  several  boxes,  8cc.,  may  be  arranged  within  the 
cabins,  or,  at  the  utmost,  under  the  deck ;  taking  care, 
however,  todebartheticuwJiM  from  visitingthatpartof  the 
vessel,  by  placing  stont  battens,  or  bamboo-laths,  accpas, 
to  confine  them  to  the  fore  hatchway,  down  which  they 
ordinarily  keep  their  clothes,  fire-wood,  8lc.,  &c.,  and,  oc- 
oaaionatly,  make  a  choolah,  or  hearth  and  fire-place/  of 
mad,  whereon  to  cook  the  victuals  of  the  crew-  This 
operation  is  performed  by  one  of  the  dan^n,  who  is  thss 
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exempted  from  all  ordinaty  duties,  and  is  geoen^y  capa- 
ble of  serving  up  an  admirably  well-saTOQKd  earry. 

The  after-pu-t  of  Ae  hold  is  commonly  epacioiis  enough 
to  held  a  tent  of  a  commoD  size.  It  may,  however,  be- 
come a  qoestton  bow  for  it  would  be  prudent  to  put  camp 
equipage  in  the  way  of  the  rats^  wbidi  woald>  probably, 
for  the  sake  of  sheltCT  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  culinary  ope- 
ratioBB,  Boon  borrow  into  the  hearts  o^  the  packages,  and 
do  inf»)neeiTable  damage.  If,  howerer,  no  other  place 
can  be  aHotted  for  the  reception  of  a  tent,  and  the  wea- 
ther snch  that  it  cannot  be  stowed  on  the  poop,  no  alter- 
native is  left,  and  the  risk  must  be  encountered,  of  destruc- 
tion, or,  at  least,  of  very  serious  injury. 

A  tent  of  some  kind,  though  not  indispensable,  will  be 
foond  extremely  convenient,  when  proceeding  by  water  to 
any  distant  station,  especially  during  the  hot  season.  As 
the  boatmen  usually  cone  to  about  sunset,  or,  perhaps, 
a  little  earlier,  if  invited  by  any  favonr^le  situation,  or 
the  proxknity  of  some  large  town,  a  small  tent  auiy  easily- 
be  taken  ashore,  and  pitched  on  the  elevated  bcuik.  The 
frs^ness  of  the  ah-,  and  tbo  wide  range  of  prospect,  afi(»d 
a  most  eomfortable  relief  to  a  person,  obliged  during  the 
day  to  remain  under  the  heated  roof  of  a  calHD,  with  its 
windows  closed  to  keep  out  the  sun,  hot  winds,  and  flying 
aaod. 

Many  gentleawn  have  one  small  boat  employed  chietty- 
in  going  forward  with  such  a  convenience,  and  which, 
after  the  bed.  Sec  bas  been  shipped  at  daybre^  on  board 
the  btidfrw,  tint  no  delay  may  arise  in  [departing,  wails 
to  receive  the  baggage  left  on  the  spot,  with  which  it  pro- 
ceeds at  such  a  rate  as  soon  makes  up  for  the  detention.  A 
boat  of  this  kind  is  extremely  osefiil  in  many  instmices,  but 
e^teoially  in  procurii^  st^plies  from  an  opposite  bank,  for 
going  to  or  from  shore  in  shoal  water,  for  towing  a  bui^ 
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nw  in  strong  waters,  for  carrying  out  an  andior,  or  rope, 
to  warp  by.  Sic  &c. 

Where  only  a  budjrow  and  Ba<^  a  small  boat  are  em- 
ployed, the  latter  has  generally  a  choolah,  or  hearth  &c, 
prepared  within  it,  under  a  small  thatch.  She  commonly 
carries  the  proper  supply  of  dry  fite-wood ;  that  obtained 
on  the  way  being,  with  few  exceptions,  green,  and  causing 
the  viands  to  acquire  a  very  smoky,  unpleasant  flavour. 
The  poultry  are  also  usually  conveyed  on  the  thatch  of 
the  cook^boat,  in  small  tappahs,  or  cage8,.made  of  split 
bamboos.  This  part  of  the  stock  may  consist  of  a  dozen 
ibwls,  a  few  ducks,  a  goose  or  two,  and>  occasionally,  one 
or  two  milch  goats, ,  These  being  supplied,  daring  the  day, 
with  foliage  cut  for  that  purpose,  and  being  sent  to  some 
verdant  spot  when  the  boat  comes  to,  in  the  evening, 
rarely. &il  to  furnish  milk  enough,  of  a  very  superior  qua- 
lity, for  tea.  morning  and  evening. 

T.he  traveller  must  npt  expect  beef,  mutton,  or  veal  in 
any  p^rt  of  the  country,  except  at  military  or  civil  stations. 
There  be  m^y,  perhaps,  purchase  a  supply  of  meat  to  give 
some  variety  to  bta  diet,  as  he  pasaes  from  one  stage  to 
another;  but,  unless  in  some  very  particular  situations,  he 
must  content  himself  with  poultry  of  various  kinds,  chiefiy 
chickens,  and  kids,  of  which  the  meat  is  excellent.  He 
may,  at  some  of  the  principal  towns  where  Moosulmans 
reside,  occasionally  find  a  butcher,  who  can  furnish  a  joint 
of  kun^  (cut-^oat);  or  be  may  perchance  pidL  up  a  tole- 
reble  sheep,  which,  at  all  events,  will  serve  for  gravy,  and 
supply  his  pointers  and  spaniels  with  two  or. three  days* 
substantial  provision. 

The  mention  of  cutting  uji  a  sheep  for  such  purposes, 
may  appear  extraordinary  to  a  European  reader,  but  it 
must  be  recollected,  that  such  sheep  are  rarely  worth  more 
than  two  shillings,  that  in  some  parts  the  couiitry  awarms 
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with  them,  and  that  their  wool  is  not  Tuluable,  owing  to 
its  being  lank,  coane,  harab,  and  not  of  a  strong  fibre. 
It  is,  indeed,  more  like  liair,  such  as  grows  upon  horses 
turned  out  during  the  winter,  and  comes  off  by  handfuls 
as  the  spring  ad  ranees. 

Tbe  boats  employed  for  carrying  baggage  are  of  two 
kinds ;  vioolachs  and  petelUet.  The  former  are  built  in  the 
lower  provinces,  with  round  bottoms;  and  often  draw 
much  water.  The  latter  are  chiefly  up-country  built,  have 
flat  botttmis,  end  are  clinkered.  Thia  construction  fits 
them  admirably  for  tbe  shallows,  which,  after  the  rainy 
season,  abound  in  all  the  rivers  beyond  the  tide's  way, 
and  especially  at  a  distance  from  tbe  sea. 

Some  of  tbe  wootac/u  ■  used  by  the  more  opulent  native 
merchants  carry  from  fifteen  hundred  to  three  thousand 
mannds,  (eighty  to  a  hundred  and  t^wenty  tons,)  but  their 
medium  may  be  taken  at  from  four  to  eight  hundred 
maands,  which  ia  also  the  general  measurement  oipatettie$ 
in  the  common  employ  of  grain-merchants,  &c.  There 
are  many  of  fall  two  thousand  maunda,  but  such  are  cal- 
culated only  for  great  rivers ;  though  in  the  channels  such 
a  depth  of  water  may  be  found,  that  several  abips  of  five 
hundred  tons  burthen,  have  been  built  at  Patna,  which  is 
by  water,  six  hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  Those  chan- 
nels, however,  are  so  crooked,  and  the  currents  so  strong, 
as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for  the  ordinary  number  of 
dandia,  proportioned  to  the  tonnage,  to  navigate  such  un- 
wieldy boats  with  safety  and  expertness. 

The  best  size  for  a  ba^age-boat  to  attend  upon  a  budj~ 
nw,  especially  in  proceeding  against  the  stream,  may  be 
from  three  to  five  hundred  maunds.  The  pateliy  is  for 
better  calculated  for  shallow  water,  and  for  the  conveyance 
of  horses,  than  a  tBoolack:  but  the  former  being  so  low  in 
the  water,  is  rather  subject  to  be  swamped  in  rough  water. 
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tmi,  owing  to  iU  cocwtmctioo,  is  very  apt  to  become  bog- 
backed,  end,  ultimately,  to  gire  way  in  tbe  middle ;  tm 
accideat  wbich  aeldom  or  never  happeas  to  the  latter. 

When  borees  are  to  be  eairied  ia  boats,  am  ia  very  cob- 
moD,  a  platfbnn  consisting  of  bnuhpwood,  m&ta,  and  soil, 
is  required,  at  aboat  a  foot  from  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
The  thwarts  being  larety  .a  yard  asunder,  one  most  be 
tdteo  oat  to  make  a  stall  s«ffi<aently  wide ;  of  coarse, 
if  three  or.  four  borsea  are  put  od  board  the  same  boat, 
a  correeponcling  number  of  thwarts  must  be  withdiawa. 
Wh«i  the  animals  are  to  be  embalmed,  the  thatch  oppo- 
site the  stall  mnst  be  raised  high  enongh  to  allow  a  hoiae 
to  leap  in  from  the  huak^  withoat  danger. 

This  often  proves  a  very  difficult  operation ;  for  some 
horses  are  extremely  avose  to  enter  on  the  solid  platfiHin 
of  a  kige  substantial  ferry>boat,>ucb  as  that  at  Ghyret^, 
even  when  pbiced  on  a  level  with  it,  by  means  of  a  fixed, 
M  moveable  pier.  When,  therefore,  the  obstadea  an 
considered,  tbe  admission  af  a  boree  into  a  coveted  boat^ 
when,  [HTobably,  be  is  standing  above  his  kneea  in  water, 
and  has  to  rise,  under  every  disadvantage^  over  the  boat^a 
gOBwde,  it  will  not  be  aarptising  that  many  boU  out 
for  honn,  notwithstanding  every  affort  oo  the  part  of  <tfae 
nfcet,  (or  grooms,)  and  that  a  itage  portion  are  .■arctely 
laaed  in  the  attempt. 

It  is  cwions  to  observe  bow  very  quiet  and  teaapante 
horses  beoome  after  embarkation.  They  seem  to  foeget 
tbe  propensity  they  invanaUy  display  on  shoe^  to  attwk 
each  other,  even  when  at  a  considerable  distaaoe;  but, 
while  ia  a  boat,  though  parted  by  only  a  few  feet,  th^ 
beeoMe  so  tiactable  that  their  oaturea  appear  coaipletely 
changed. 

Notwithstanding  this  periodical,  or^  rather,  local  ti- 
midity, it  will  be  proper  to  secure  that  part  ttf  the  boat's 
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■ide  againat  which  a  hone  may  b«  able  to  kick.  Many 
ioBtaoces  have  occurred,  of  fiery  steeda  driving  their 
hoofs  through  the  planki,  which  are  not  always  very 
■oond ;  and,  even  if  aadecayed,  are  geaerally  by  hr  too 
Aia  to  resist  so  seTere  an  operatioa.  Mora  than  ooe 
pat^fy  has  faandered  outright^  with  all  the  coBtents,  in 
eooMqnence  of  such  an  accident  The  best  mode  of 
prenntioQ  is,  to  fasten  a  quantity  of  Joto  (an  aqoatto 
species  of  ferny  to  the  ioBide,  aa  a  lining,  wheret^  the 
planka  may  be  secured  from  injury. 

When  a  vessel  is  tracked  against  the  stream,  it  is  asQal 
for  the  dandie*,  or  boatmen,  to^go  ashore,  each  fiinii^d 
with  a  dub  of  bamboo,  about  two  feet  in  length,  to 
which  a  piece  of  strong  cord  is  fastened  at  one  end.  At 
the  same  time,  the  gkoott,  or  traek-rope,  ia  veered  out 
from  a  pulley  in  the  mast  bead,  or  from  a  Mode  lashed  to 
h,  to  as  great  a  length  as  the  situation  requires.  liVom 
about  seventy  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  may  suffice, 
though,  in  very  shoal  water,  mixed  with  deeps,  or,  where 
the  ground  is  fool,  even  a  greater  length  may  be  t«> 
qoistte. 

The  gheoH,  about  two  tocbes  round,  is  made  of  white 
rape  well  laid.  If  made  of  twred  rope,  it  would  be  too 
heavy,  and  oppose  great  resistance,  by  its  want  of  ftlaati- 
eity,  to  the  exertions  of  the  dandUs.  Each  of  these, 
fixiag  the  end  of  his  cord  to  the  gAson,  and  resting  the 
bamboo  club  over  his  shoalder,  so  that  it  may  act,  in 
Bome  measure,  as  a  lever,  proceeds  at  an  easy  pace,  his 
body  leaning  well  forward,  each  followi^  at  about-  fonr 
feet  behind  the  other.  The  foremost  at  the  track-rope 
has  a  great  advenl^e  over  his  follower!,  not  being  sub- 
ject to  the  numerous  checks  and  vibrations  ocoasioned' 
by  the  frequent  impediments,  whether  buriies,  banks, 
mastf  of  other  vessels,  tic.,  which  operate  very  forcibly 
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on  those  whoae  cords  are  attached  to  that  part  of  lb« 
rope  ID  hiB  rear. 

The  number  of  dandia  at  .a  track-rope  may  be  too 
many,  as  well  aa  too  few,  except  when  a  boat  can  keep 
cloae  to  the  shore,  and  the  ghoon  makes  but  a  very  small 
angle  from  the  line  of  her  progress.  Then,  all  the  power 
which  can  be  giren  certainly  proves  ^efficient ;  butt  when 
the  angle  between  the  boat's  direction  and  the  rope  be- 
comes considerable,  it  is  evident  the  whole  labour  fella 
ouftTeryfewofthe  \eaiAiag  dandia.  In  fact,  all  but  those 
few  are  then  compelled  to  liberate  their  cords  from  the 
gAooR,  otherwise  they  must  be  inevitably  dragged  out 
into  the  stream,  unless  those  cords  were  many  fathoms  in 
length,  instead  of  only  four  or  five  feet 

The  greater  part  of  the  trading  boats  use  a  difierent 
apparatus  for  tracking.  In  them,  each  dandy  is  supplied 
with  a  cord,  about  as  thick  as  a  swan's  quill,  made  of  a 
6ae  long  grass  called  mooige,  which,  when  wetted,  and 
twisted  into  this  kind  of  tackle,  becomes  firm  and  elas< 
tic ;  though  it  will  not  answer  for  cordage  in  general. 
He  baa  also  about  seventy  yards  of  line,  the  inner  end 
of  which  fastens  to  a  stout  rope,  reeved,  the  same  aa  die 
ghoon,  at  the  mast-head,  and  long  enough  to  be  let  out 
amply  where  requisite. 

The  other  end  of  the  line  is  coiled  up  by  each  daiidi/ 
respectively,  who  ftstens  his  bamboo  club  by  its  cord,  at 
such  part  of  the  noon^  line  as  may  be  let  out  A  small 
quantity  of  coil  is  generally  reserved,  which  hangs  down 
either  over  each  dandia  breast  or  shoulder.  By  this 
means,  each  man  tracks  separately,  and  cannot  be  idle 
without  iostaot  detection  by  the  fltun/y.  The  several 
lines  form  so  many  raye  ^m  the  mast-head,  and  are 
capable,  when  equally  Btraiued,  to  bear  an  immense 
burthen. 
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It  is  very  uDpleaBant  to  pasa  a  ghaut  where  numbers 
of  boats  are  lying.  A  man  is  sent  up  to  the  mast-head 
of  each,  in  succession,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the 
ghoon ;  which,  when  liberated  ,from  one,  swings  on  to 
another,  causing  a  severe  shock  to  the  hinder  danAf  of 
the  tracking  party.  Some  use  a  very  simple  device  for 
passing  the  ghoon  over  their  tnEWt-heada.  It  consists 
merely  of  a  kind  of  fork,  made  by  tying  the  end  of  tfao 
ghoon,  of  each  vessel  respectively,  when  at  rest,  to  a  long 
bamboo,  about  a  quarter  of  a  length  down.  The  ghoon 
being  palled,  the  bamboo  is  raised,  and  carries  with  it 
that  of  the  boat  in  motion,  a  man  slipping  the  latter  over 
the  mast-head  with  great  facility. 

It  is  not  always  that  people  on  board  boats,  lying  at 
ghauts,  will  tnm  out  to  pg«s  the  ghoon  ;  on  which  occa- 
sions, words  are  rarely  of  much  avail.  A  pellet-bow, 
which  sends  cky-balls  to  about  a  hundred  yards  distance 
with  considerable  force,  has  been  known  to  produce  an 
instantaneous  effect.  The  first  shot  rattling  against  the 
matted  sides  of  a  vessel's  interior,  rarely  fails  to  cause 
wondrous  activity  on  the  part  of  her  crew ;  though,  now 
and  then,  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  it  has  been  neces- 
Bary  to  repeat  the  operation. 

All  gentlemen  travelling  by  water,  should  compel  the 
manjie$  of  their  several  boats  to  carry  at  their  mast-heads 
.a  small  flag,  of  some  obvious  distinction.  This  prevents 
tbem  from  lying  to,  and  concealing  their  vessels  amidst  a 
forest  of  masts,  as  they  are  apt  to  do,  when  intent  upon  a 
clandestine  trading  voyage.  Besides,  as  in  the  course  of 
a  day's  tracking,  and  especially  when  sailing,  it  is  very 
common  for  9.budfrow  to  get  many  miles  a-bead,  such  a 
device  then  becomes  a  guide  as  to  the  propriety  of  com- 
ing to,  for  the  night,  or,  intermediately,  for  dinner,  &c. 

The  number  of  miles  which  can  be  run  over  in  the 
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coone  of  a  day  ia  a  bw^rom,  will  neceaurily  nry  ac- 
cording to  drcDHiitaiicM,  the  quantity  of  wat«r  io  the 
riTer,  the  directioD  and  force  of  the  wiod,  and  the  com- 
petency of  the  crew.  According  to  A«  well*infbrmed 
and  accurate  Major  Renoell,  "  from  the  beginning  of 
Norember,  to  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  May,  the  natal 
rate  of  going  anfA  the  stream,  is  forty  nules  in  a  day  of 
twelve  boun ;  and,  doriag  the  rest  of  the  year,  from  fifty 
to  Borenty  miles.  The  current  is  strnigest  while  the 
waters  of  the  inundation  are  draining  off;  which  hap- 
pens, in  part,  in  August  and  September.* 

It  has  been  remained  that  the  riven  genemlly  rise 
a  few  inches  in  May;  which  is  to  be  attaibuted  to  the 
melting  of  the  snow  on  those  hills  where  the  Ganges  and 
Benunpooter  have  their  scarce.  Both  thow  rivers,  which 
have  their  rise  at  the  base,  but  on  opposite  udes  of  the 
same  mountain,  and,  after  Bepaiating  to  full  twelve  hundred 
miles  asonder,  unit%  and  form  that  immense  volome  of 
water  called'  the  Megna,  receive  a  supply  ftnm  the  same 
quarter,  and  at  the  same  time.  We  cannot,  however, 
expect  that  the  force  of  their  currents  should  be  moch 
increased  before  the  rains  are  fairly  set  in.  This  may 
be,  generally,  about  the  lOtb  of  Jane,  when  their  watos, 
iddeled,  roll  so  impetuously,  Uiat  many  a  boat  baa  pro. 
ceeded  From  Patna  to  Monghyr,  a  dietaace  of  one  hun- 
dred measured  miles  by  land,  and  full  one  hundred  and 
twenty  by  water,  between  daybreak  and  sunset 

Major  Rennell  adds,  "  Seventeen  to  twenty  miles 
arday,  according  to  the  ground,  and  the  number  of  im- 
pediments, is  the  greatest  distance  that  a  large  Bu^ram 
can  be  towed  against  the  stream  dnring  the  lair  season ; 
and,  to  accomplish  this,  the  boat  must  be  drawn  tfarongb 
the  water,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  and  a  half  per  hour, 
for  twelve  bonrs.    When  the  waters  are  high,  a  greater 
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progreH  will  be  made,  Dotwidutandiag  the  increased  ve- 
lof»ty  of  tbe  ooTKDt ;  becanse,  the  filling  of  the  river- 
bed giTCB  maay  opportunitiefl  of  cntttng  off  aogles  and 
tnrainge ;  and,  aometimes,  even  large  windinga  by  going 
through  creeks.  Ai  the  wind,  at  this  leasOD,  blows  u|>- 
warda,  (agaimt  tbe  current,)  in  most  of  tbe  rivers,  op- 
portunities of  using  the  sail  frequently  occur." 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  the  boat  ac- 
tually maies  a  progress  of  four  miles  and  a  half  within 
die  boor;  for  the  dandiei  rarely  walk  more  than  two  miles 
in  that  time ;  bat  the  velocity  of  the  current  being  taken 
into  account,  it  would  shew,  that,  if  a  log  were  to  be 
heaved,  the  diflerence  between  the  log  and  the  boafs  ad- 
vance would  give  the 'result  alluded  to  by  the  Major, 
whose  general  correctness  cannot  be  too  much  admired. 

In  using^  the  sail,  there  are  various  changes;  being 
sometimes  full,  then  again  cIose4iauled,  and,  perhaps, 
ultimately,  lowered  on  a  sudden,  as  the  conrae  of  the 
river  may  change ;  and  this,  perhaps,  twenty  or  thirty 
times  wi^in  tbe  day.  Yet,  when  the  reaches  lie  tolerably 
fair,  as  sometimes  happens  for  a  whole  day  together,  and 
tbe  wind  is  brisk  in  favour,  a  budjrofo  will  ran  off  fh>m 
four  to  six  mtlea  within  tbe  hour.  The  river  is  often  so 
low  as  to  render  navigation  very  tedious,  even  under  all 
the  above  favourable  circumstances,  the  rnatg^  being 
forced  to  abide  by  the  strong  deep  waters,  and  to  wind  in 
among  the  sands,  which  cause  the  channel  very  fre- 
quently to  change  its  direction. 

During  the  rains,  and  especially  in  the  cold  months, 
travelling  by  water  is  extremely  pleasant,  if  with  the 
Btieam ;  bnt,  whatever  facilities  may  be  afforded,  in  any 
shape,  a  trip  upwards,  at  whatever  season,  can  afford 
litde  gratification.  What  with  tracking,  getting  aground, 
remaining  long  among  eddies,  in  which  bnman  carcases 
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are  floatiog  ia  all  the  variouB  st^es  of  putiefection,  the 
dust  flying,  Sic,  &c.,  nothing  but  ennui  or  impatience  can 
reasonably  be  expected. 

Here  and  there  a  walk  may  be  taken ;  but  be  who  ven- 
turea  aahore  muet  be  watchful  to  embark  before  the  Au^T- 
rom  may  be  obliged  to  put  far  oat  for  the  purpoae  of  pass- 
ing some  endless  shallow.  Otherwise,  he  may  hare  to 
walk  under  a  vertical  sun,  through  bushes,  or  over  plough- 
ed or  muddy  lands,  and  among  ravines,  for  many  an  hour 
before  the  opportunity  may  o&er  For  getting  on  board. 
To  crown  U>e  whole,  he  may,  perhaps,  come  to  some 
nuliah,  or  smaU  stream,  over  which  no  conveyance  is  to 
be  had,  either  by  bridge  or  boat. 

A  seal  for  bringing  home  a  few  birds  or  a  hare,  has 
often  decoyed  a  traveller  into  scrapes  of  this  kind,  and 
caused  him  to  utter  many  ao  imprecation  against  the 
river  for  winding,  the  manjy  for  going  on,  and  his  own 
folly  for  subjecting  himself  to  such  unpleuant  circum- 
itances. 

The  navigation  of  the  large  rivers  is  the  most  hazardous. 
When  it  is  considered,  that  the  Ganges  runs  for  upwards 
of  a  thousand  miles  through  a  country  nearly  level,  and 
whose  undulations  are  scarcely  perceptible,  except  in  a 
few  places  where  the  hills  come  down  to  the  water's  edge, 
as  at  Sickregully,  Pointee,  Colgong,  Chunar,  8bc,  it  must 
appear  obvious  that  but  little  shelter  can  be  expected  from 
these  squalls,  called  w)rtk-we$ter»,  which  from  the  end  of 
Februaiy  till  the  setting  in  of  the  ruins,  occur  almost 
daily,  and  blow  with  considerable  violence.  Even  when 
under  a  high  bank,  it  will  require  much  care,  and  good 
tackle,  to  prevent  a  bu<Hfrow  from  being  blown  out  into  the 
middle,  where,  if  top-heavy,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  and 
the  proper  means  be  not  taken  to  keep  her  head  to  the 
wind,  she  will  stand  a  chance  of  being  overset. 
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IPoTtuafttdy  the  approach  of  a  squall  ie  always  atrongly 
indicated  t>y  a  black  appearance  above  the  horizon,  and 
by  distant  lightnings.  When  these  are  sufficiently  cha< 
racterized  to  leave  little  doubt  of  the  storm's  passing  that 
way,  sheher  should  be  sought  in  some  creek,  or  under 
some  high  bank  of  Itrm  appearance.  There  the  budjrow 
should  be  well  secared  by  carrying  out  hawsers,  made  fust 
to  substantial  stakesi  driven  into  the  ground  by  means  of 
large  molts,  with  all  which  every  boat  should  be  amply 
provided.  Luggies  (or  bamboo-poles)  ought  to  he  car- 
ried out  on  the  lee-side,  to  resist  the  wind,  and  cause  the 
upper  parts  of  the  vessel  to  bear  up  duly  against  the  severe 
gwta  which  commonly  usher  in  the  gale. 

If  the  vessel  is  on  a  lee-shore,  the  iaggiea  must,  of 
course,  be  between  her  and  the  bank,  to  prevent  her  trom 
bumping  against  it,  and  the  anchor  should  he  carried 
out  to  windward,  into  deep  water,  to  keep  her  from  braog 
forced  ashore.  This  danger  is  particulariy  to  be  appre- 
hended OD  long  shelving  sands,  where  many  a  well-coD. 
ditioned  boat  has  had  her  bottom  beat  out,  by  the  force 
with  which  the  sm^es,  coming  across  an  expanse  of  per- 
haps a  mile  or  more,  have  dashed  h«  against  the  hard 
sand. 

Such  situations  are  peculiarly  haiardoot,  and  ought  to 
be  most  carefvilly  avoided.  The  misfortune  ia,  that,  from 
eagerness  to  get  forward,  and  from  the  hope  that  a  north- 
wester may  he  either  moderate  or  pass  another  way,  peo- 
ple, in  general,  keep  pushing  on,  and  allow  many  a 
secure  asylum  to  be  passed  Very  imprudently.  Those 
who  have  experienced  the  effects  of  a  violent  squall  about 
Sbeemess,  may  be  proper  juices,  .of  what  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  most  furious  gale,  often  contiouiog  for  an 
hour  or  more^  in  a  river  which  may  be  said  generally  to 
Bow  between  banks  full  two  miles  asunder,  and  which 
2h 
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are,  ia  moat  port*,  (tom  tlu««  to  five,  ui«oiD«,  -  fwlt  •eren 
milea  aput. 

About  Bengal,  etpeciaUy  ia  the  Sundftrbund  peaaages, 
'  decoitty  or  water-robbera,  are  tametiBies  Dumeroas.  They 
often  asaemble  in  fleets,  coitipoaed  of  long  canow  boats, 
rowiog  from  twelve  to  thirty  oan,  or  pftddlea,  at  pleasnre, 
and  cairying  from  thirty  to  aixty  or  aerenty  IpeQ'  Soue- 
tiinea  their  fleets  have  been  so  forqudable  as  to  put  a 
stop  to  all  comeaeFce,  and  to  retfaire  tbe  presence  of  a 
strong  government  force,  backed  by  liberal  ofien  of  re- 
wards, before  the  livera  oonld  be  navigated  in  safety. 
Between  Dacca  and  Backergimge,  aiDong  the  lalaiidB 
formed  by  the  several  minor  brancfass  of  the  Ganges,  Emd 
by  the  innnmeiable  creeks,  ^th  nluch  the  banditti  are 
perfectly  familiar,  it  has  often  been  impossible  for  any 
boat  to  make  ita  way,  ertea  for  a  few  milea,  witfaont  being 
boarded  by  these  detofti. 

As  to  rewards,  little  good  is  to  be  expected  from  them ; 
the  ayatem  adopted  by  the  marauders  is  such  as  to  render 
abortive  any  lures  of  that  -deactiption.  WherC'sll  putici- 
pete,  all  will  be  found  faithful  to  the  cause,  whether  vir- 
tue or  vice  be  the  leader ;  and,  where  localitiea  are  such 
as  to  afford  perfect  security  from  the  common  run  of 
pursuers,  and  numbeia:  render  the  association  too  fonai- 
dable  to  admit  any  hope  of  aucceaa  on  the  part  of  small 
detacbmeAts;  in  suoh  instances,  rewsids  can  rarely  pro> 
duoe  the  smalleat  beneftt. 

Wherever  a  boat,  or  even  a  -fieet,  comes  to  for  the  night, 
it  ia  indispensable  to  keep  a  sharp  look-^ut  agaiiwt  thieves, 
who,  frtHn  the  several  villages  in  the  ndi^bowhood, 
rarely  fail  to  assemble,  during  the  night,  under  some  bold 
^ief,  and' to  make  an  attempt  to  plunder  by  main  ibrce. 
It  is  scarcely  credible  to  what  a  heigbt  tlus  datii^  apeciea 
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of  robbfiy  btB  been  BQmetimes  ctrned.  W«ra  there  no 
ctfher  occaBiODi  this  irpuld  be  an  ample  mus^  for  obfuia. 
iog,  if  possible,  a  guard  of  Bvpoys;  for  the  {Hirpow  <^  pvo* 
tfiotiog  the  boats ; '  bat,  strengo  to  say,  the  villagera  «>m»t 
times  refuse,  uh1«w  corapelled,  to  *ell  thair  poultryi  ^''>>  to 
passkngers,  both  by  land  and  by  water,  though  iw>t  oply  a 
liberal,  but  aa  e^torbitant  remuqeration  hat  been  ofiered^ 
1%is  doea  not  proceed  from  u«ffi))i{i^waB  to  gain  money, 
nor  to  mil  the  a^cle  in  question,  but  merdy  from  a  spirit 
of  oppoaitioD  which  pervadea  a  large  portion  of  the  native 
population,  who  are  often  too  adverae.to  contribute  to  the 
comfort,  or,  more  properly,  to  the  existence  of  Ewopeans  4 
not  that  the  natives  of  India  are  ao  debasad,  imnioial, 
or  Tiadictire,  as  they  have  been  somatimes  repreaei\twl. 

Every  gentleman  proceeding  by  land,  from  one  atation 
to  anothaiv  ehoold  obtain  a  small  g^ard  of  a  yvk,  and 
four,  or  even  two,  septus,  whoae  prasence  will  generally 
prove  a  cfinsidwable  cheek  on  the  adventurous  dispaur 
tion  of  the  villagers  in  t)iat  qaarter.  This  precaution 
alone  will  not,  however,  he  sufficient  A^Ucation  should 
be  made  to  iht  JamaaJar,  or  beadrborough,  of  pash 
village  where  the  party  may  encamp,  for  a  oerfa^  iiaiiv> 
ber  of  chaoluedara,  (watchmen.)  propcptticMMd  to  the  oum* 
ber  pf  tents,,  horsaa,  8tc.,  and  tJie  whole  of  the  pro- 
perty of  every  description  should  be  nominally  put  under 
the  charge  of  the  men  thus  furnished,  obaeWing,  that  the 
regalar  pay,  which  may  be  from  four  to  six  pice,  or  half- 
pence, for  each,  should  be  punctually  paid  to  theJemmO' 
dar  v^en  the  camp  breaks  up  the  next  momii^,  and  every 
item  is  foond  to  be  in  a  state  of  safe^. 

When  eooim  (porters)  aie  wanted,  to  carry  the  beda,  ta* 
bles,  &c  <^  a  party,  application  should  be  made,  in  lik4 
manner,  (o  thejawwarfar.  When,  at  the  next  stage,  these 
3h2 
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are  discharged,  [t  will  be  proper  tQ  be  attentive  to  the 
regular  payment  of  every  individual  thus  fiinaish^. 
Otherwise,  the  servante  to  whom  it  may  be  entrusted  to 
discharge  them,  will  gener^ly  withhold  a  large  portion, 
or  even  the  whole,  of  what  has  been  ordered. 

By  this  regular  attention  to  these  matters,  the  rillagers 
will  come  forward  with  more  alacrity ;  though,  it  must  be 
confessed,  they  are  generally  very  unwilling  to  engage  as 
coolies.  Nor  is  this  surprising,  since  tiiejemmadars  gene- 
rally on  such  occasions  extort  from  them  at  least  half  their 
earnings.  The  evil,  as  matters  now  stand,  being  incu- 
rable, mast  be  borne  as  gracefully  as  the  feelings  will 
allow,  content  with  the  reflection  of  doing  justice  our- 
selves, though  we  know  for  certain  that  our  liberality,  in 
the  end,  flows  into  a  wrong  channel. 

When  practicable,  it  is  bighly  expedient  to  obtain  from 
the  European  coUector's  office,  or  even  from  any  qT  the 
natires  under  his  iaunediate  authority,  who  may  be  de- 
puted to,  or  resident  at,  such  places  as  lie  near  the  road, 
a  t^ahtttaunah,  or  passport.  In  this  it  should  be  set  forth, 
that,  whatever  necesaariea,  or  eooliei,  or  chuoktedan,  or 
dowraua,  (guides,)  may  be  requisite,  should  be  furnished 
by  the  Jettwiadar I  of  villages  who  are  called  upon  for  sncfa 
supplies.  This  always  ensures  respect  and  attention,  and 
causes  all  the  persons  addressed,  to  be  vigilant  in  the 
dtschai^e  of  their  duties,  lest  complaints  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  collector,  who  would  speedily  summon  them 
to  his  court,  and  punish  them  in  a  suitable  manner. 

Thieves,  whether  housebreakers,  or  collectors  on  the 
highways,  however  audacious,  very  rarely  make  an  imme- 
diate attack  on  Europeans.  This,  no  doubt,  proceeds  firom 
dieir  sense  of  the  importance  attached  to  the  safety  of  our 
countrymen,  the  murderer  of  whom  would  be  assuredly  de- 
tected, and  suffer  the  full  sentence  of  the  law.     Besides, 
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all  the  people  of  Hindoostaa  know,  that,  except  watches 
which,  for  want  of  pawnbrokere,  and  accomplice!  skilled 
in  the  melting  of  metals,  are  of  no  use  to  the  robber* 
Europeans  never  travel  with  any  valuables.  ,  No  gentle- 
man ever  carriea  money  about  him;  thougl}  his  Bervauta 
may  hare  in  their  waists  a  few  rupees,  for  such  disbune 
ments  as  cannot  be  delayed  without  inconvenience- 
Hence,  the  boxes.  See.  of  gentlemen,  are  geoerally 
aimed  at,  because  tbe  cash  and  valuables  are  contained  in 
them.  For  the  same  reason,  the  most  confidential  ser- 
vants are  moat  commonly  objects  of  attack.  Your  true 
HiuAoostanee  robber  is,  in  general,  very  active,  robust, 
and  capable  of  great  deception.  He  will  patrole  about  a 
tent,  during  a  dark  night,  like  a  dog,  or  a  jackal ;  the 
bowl  of  which  he  can  imitate  so  as  to  deceive  the  aentries, 
and  throw  them  completely  off  their  guard. 

If  allowed  to  approach  a  tent,  he  will  select  that  side 
where  several  servants  are  asleep  under  the  6y,  or  awning, 
and  gradually  insinuate  himself  into  tbe  interior,  either 
by  passing  under  the  walls,  or  between  the  overlaps,  tf 
he  cannot  easily  effect  this,  he  draws  his  chuoty,  (knife,) 
which  is  sharpened  for  tbe  occasion,  and  makes  a  slit  in 
tbe  cloth,  o»  canvass,  large  enough  to  pass  hia  body 
through.  Then,  in  the  most  cautious  manner,  and  retain- 
ing his  breath  as  much  as  possible,  he  gropes  about  for 
those  articles  which,  during  tbe  djay-time,  he  had  seen 
deposited  in  some  particular  part  of  the  tent,  and,  after 
making  an  opening  large  enough  for  his  purpose,  or  by 
opening  one  of  tbe  doors,  he  watches  tbe  opportunity  to 
escape  with  his  booty. 

The  attempt  to  seize  a  thief  under  such  circumstances, 
is  extremely  hazardous,  and  should  be  strongly  repre- 
hended. Being  perfectly  naked)  and  having  tbe  body 
highly  lubricated  with  oil,  it  isimpouible  to  grasp  him 
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in  any  part;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  mnst  he  ex- 
pected to  use  bia  knife  very  freely,  nnder  the  detennina- 
tion  of  oKBping. 

AjcurioUB  circomstance  happened  in  1783,  at  Banky- 
poK.  The  tent  of  a  ataiff-offloer  waa  entered,  during  the 
u^t,  by  a  fellow  of  thia  detKiiption,  who,  it  being  mooii' 
light,  and  one  pert  of  the  tent  only  (ilawd  by  a  chtdc,  was 
discovered  by  the  gtiatleman  u  he  lay  iu  bed.  Seeing 
faifi  properly  in  danger,  be  flprtmg  up  to  dlaeagage  a  hog- 
apear  that  was  tied  up  to  that  pole  of  the  marquee  which 
was  nearest  tha  bed  ;  but  the  Uiief  got  the  start  of  him, 
by  seixtug  the  officer's  SWOid,  which  was  suspended  by  a 
book  that  buckled  on  to  the  other  pole.  Hie  adventurer 
being  thua  armed,  prevented  Uie  gentleman  from  getting 
poiiaiaion  of  the  apear.  After  one  or  two  menacing  ffou- 
riahea>  he  darted  out  of  the  tent,  sword  in  hand,  and  was 
speedily  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit. 

Anotiier  very  ludicrous  drcumstaoce  occurred  some 
years  antecedent  to  the  above.  A  gentleman  who  inha- 
bited a  small  bungaiow,  on  tbe  banks  of  a  river,  and  who 
*aa  veiy  ill  of  that  complaint  the  liver,  for  which  be  waa 
mider  a  course  of  mercnry,  perceived,  in  the  dusk  of  tbe 
etvening,  a  tfaiaf  prowKng  about  the  apaituant  in  which 
he  was  sitting.  The  fellow  vraa  extremely  indnstrions: 
and  threw  a  namber  of  articles,  not  even  sparing  tbe  bed- 
Nnen,  oat  at  a  window  that  stood  open.  The  gentleman 
afi^ted  to  take  no  noti^  but  resoWed,  when  the  thief 
should  follow  his  itooty,  to  take  him  by  stifpriae^  wlate 
in  the  Act  of  collecting  fhem  from  under  the  window. 

This  waa  by  no  means  an  imprudARt  readlntton,  as  it 
appeared  probable  that  tHe  rogue  nri^t  be  Secured,  dnd 
the  property  recovered.  At  length,  after  having  thrown 
Out  whatever  was  conveaient  to  iui  ^atpoae,  imd  having 
peeped  out  of  the  windbw,  the  thifef  diade  stiddenty  to- 
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TVftrd«  the  geDtlemun,  and  snatched  from  his  head  a  beau- 
tiful shawl,  with  which  he  skipped  out  of  the  window.      ^ 

This  f^at  demanded  instant  action;  the  gentleman  called 
lustily  for  bis  BervaotB,  who,  awaking  from  their  slumbers, 
ma  to  obey  the  vociferated  summons,  and  were  just  in 
time  to  see  a  small  dingy  (boat)  pulling  away  to  the 
opposite  bank,  with  the  goodd,  the  thief,  and  his  acConi- 
plices  on  board. 

AH  who  trarel  by  land,  should  be  on  their  gnard  never 
to  allow  jugglers,  or  show-men,  of  whatever  description, 
to  enter  their  tents,  which  they  will  endeavour  to  do, 
under  pretence  of  shewing  off  Hieir  mummeries,  with  the 
intention  of  dsoertaining  the  posture  Of  whatever  move- 
ables may  be  within.  Iq  this,  they  are  sometimes  Aiis- 
token;  it  being  uMial  to  have  all  boxes,  camp-baskets, 
Sec,  assembled  about  the  foot  of  the  tent-pole',  at  night, 
a&d  to  secure  them  by  means  of  a  chain  passing  through 
their  respective  handles,  &c.;'the  ends  of  the  chain  being 
feniisfaed  with  a  padlock. 

Ir'  fair  weather,  the  safest  mode  is  to  have  all  the  things 
temoved  out  of  the  tent,  and  placed  in  a  heap,  under 
ritavge  of  ft  sefilry,  who  then  need  pay  little  attention  to 
any  other  object,  as  the  thieves  are  most  intent  on  thote 
tranltB,  Etc.,  ^h)ch  they  sirppose  to  contain  ifaoliey,  plate, 
tUi.  As  to  artioletf  of  appal-el,  tbey  are  of  little  value, 
and  Hoald,  ptobably,  lead  to  discovery.  The  handles  of 
swovds,  and  breasUplateB  of  officers,  being  generally  of 
solid  ailver,  oltiy  be  reckoned  Among  the  first  desiderata, 
Obd  shtKild  be  placed  in  a  state  of  security. 

As  io  the  discovery  of  robbei^  they  have  no  such  dread 
as  prevails  among  thietes  in  Europe.  In  India,  whole 
villages  are  inhabited  by  thieves,  who  keep  the  country 
afound  In  a  state  of  perpetual  terror  and  of  vigilance. 
Hence,  when  a  jtntmadar  furnishes  chuakeedars^  he  often 
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does  it  with  great  reluctance,  bung  apprebensiTo  of  a 
viut  from  aome  neighbouring  gang  of  notoriety,  who  act 
with  greater  confidence,  because  the  village,  at  which  the 
robbery  takes  place,  will  be  accountable  for  wheterer  pro- 
perty is  stolen. 

Hence,  a  party  is  always  safest  when  encamped  near  a 
village  of  professed  thieves.  These  will  commonly  for- 
bear to  depredate  under  that  circumstance ;  conscious 
that  the  value  put  upon  the  several  articles  stolen,  though 
not  in  the  least  overrated,  must  be  full  tenfold  their 
value  to  the  robbers. 

It  must  be  observed,  that,  in  order  to  render  the  claim 
to  remuneration  clear  and  decisive,  a  requisition  should 
have  been  made  to  thejemmadar  for  thuokeedars.  It  may 
otherwise  be  argued,  that  the  property  was  not  under  his 
protection.  Sometimes,  by  way  of  cavil,  a  jemmadar  of 
such  a  description,  will  find  fault  with  the  position  of  an 
encampment,  and  use  many  pleas  for  the  purpose  of  rus- 
ing  objecUons,  whenever  the  lossea  sustained  are  laid  be. 
fore  the  collector,  or  judge  of  the  district.  If,  howeva', 
be  should  refuse  to  grant  chuoketdars,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  keep  a  very  sharp  look-out ;  this  being  a  strong  indica- 
tion of  intended  mischief. 

Almost  every  jemmadar  of  character  will  reprobate  the 
indulgence  of  that  kind  of  curiosity  which  leads  gentle- 
men, on  their  first  arrival,  to  pay  the  smallest  attention  Ui 
the  performances  of  mountebanks,  jugglers,  puppet«how- 
men,  Slc.  These  are  all  notorious  thieves,  and  are  at- 
tended by  numerous  confederates,  who  |»troIe  about 
under  the  semblance  of  country-bumkins,  come  to  view 
the  camp.  Thus,  ^ey  take  advantage  of  any  oppoituni> 
ties,  in  consequence  of  servants.  Sic.,  quitting  their  se- 
veral charges,  to  witness  the  exhibitions  of  the  attnctiTe 
portion  of  the  gang. 
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There  have  been  rariouB  instaaces  of  the  success  of 
thia  Btrat^em,  which  need  not  surprise,  considering  the 
almoat  incredible  perfection  to  which  l^er-de-maiii,  the 
tour  de  pasie-paise,  and  gymnastic  exfatbitions,  are  brought 
in  India.  la  offering  to  notice  a.  few  of  the  feats  dis- 
played by  these  people,  it  may  be  observed  that,  with 
regard  to  drawing  yards  of  thread  from  the  noses  and  ears 
of  spectators  ;  cutting  their  turbans  into  pieces,  and  join- 
ing them  s^ain ;  changing  eggs  to  chickens,  and  mango- 
stones  into  growing  bushes  bearing  the  ripe  fruit,  mak- 
ing pigeons  lay  eggs,  &c. ;  all  such  are  considered  as 
mere  common-place  deceptions,  confined  to  the  lower 
orders  of  this  class  of  vagabonds. 

The  paaung  a  sword-blade,  about  two  feet  long,  and 
two  inches  in  breadth,  down  the  gullet,  so  as  to  be  dis- 
tinctly felt  by  the  application  of  a  hand  to  the  operator's 
stomach,  is  certainly  the  most  extraordinary  part  of  the 
exhibi^on.  In  thia  there  is  no  deceptioD.  The  sword  is 
entire,  and  firmly  fixed  to  the  handle ;  while  its  solidity 
is  such  as  to  remove  all  doubt  respecting  pliancy  or  eva- 
non  in  any  mode.  All  we  can  say  of  it  is,  that  the  prac- 
tice is  adopted  at  an  early  age ;  and  that  the  implement 
osed  is  gradually  encreased,  from  a  small  rattan  to  that 
above  described. 

As  to  vaulting,  the  number  of  somersets  and  capers 
made,  with  seeming  facility,  while  bounding  over  the 
baclia  of  elephants  or  of  camels,  placed  side-by-side,  is 
truly  astonishing.  Throwing  spears  at  each  other,  and 
catching  them  under  the  arms,  while  in  the  act  of  mission, 
mutually,  cannot  but  canse  both  dread  and  surpriae.  The 
accuracy  with  which  this  is  constantly  done,  seems  to 
preclude  all  admiration  at  the  skill  of  the  celebrated 
WiUiam  Tell. 

Jumping  through  a  frame  which  supports  several,  per- 
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haps  a  dozeD,  tuhoan,  (cutlaaiei,)  of  which  the  edges  aie 
remarkably  sharp,  and  which  appear  to  preclude  tbe  poa- 
sage  of  a  man^s  body  through  the  little  interval  left 
among,  their  points,  mnst  be  viewed  with  admiration. 
Such  moBt  be  felt,  seeing  the  running  bnre-foot  along  a 
pitee  of  cloth,  peihaps  ten  yards  in  leogtb,  supported,  at 
about  a  foot  from  the  gronnd,  by  aeveml  men,  each  of 
whom  holds,  under  the  cloth,  a  sharp  tulmar,  of  which  the 
edge  is  turned  dpwarde.  The  astonishing  agility  with 
which  this  IB  performed,  absolutely  requires  to  be  eeoi  to 
be  duly  appreciated. 

Some  curious  performances  in  balancing  are  worthy  of 
notice.  Of  these,  the  stringing  and  unstringing  of  e^s, 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  extraordinary.  A  man  balances  on 
his  bead  a  kind  of  platter,  of  rather  a  conical  form,  (in- 
verted,) and  projecting,  perhaps,  six  inches  every  way.  It 
is  furnished  all  around  with  dnw-loopa  of  pei^ps  a  foot 
in  length,  and  about  two  inches  asuoder:  their  whole 
Bumber  amoanting  to  twenty  or  more.  On  his  left  am 
he  bears  a  basket,  oontaining  ae  many  egga  as  there  am 
loops  attached  to  the  platter. 

Using  one  foot  for  a  pivot,  be  keeps  moving  round  \ij 
the  aid  of  the  other,  so  as  to  make  about  ten  revolutiMn 
in  a  minute.  While  in  motion,  he  successively  takes  the 
eggs  from  the  basket,  and,  with  his  r^bt  hand  only,  puts 
each  into  a  loop,  drawing  it  tight,  so  as  to  retain  tha  egg 
Srmly  in  an  equipoised  state. 

In  this  manner,he  strings  all  the  e^;B,  and  again,  aliAyi 
moving  the  same  way,  unstrings  and  repiaoca  then  in 
the  basket  When  the  whole  are  stntngy  the  miuic 
quickens  its  time  considerably,  and  the  operator,  con- 
fonniog  to  the  change,  accelerates  his  pace  in  proporlioa, 
till  the  velocity  acquired  by  the  eggs  is  such,  as  lo  occa- 
»«n  their  whirling  on  a  level  with  the  platter. 
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This  appears  to  be  the  most  ardnoBs  of  all  the  eierciset 
in  that  branch,  which  depends,  principally,  on  delicacy  and 
cautioD.  If  we  consider  the  many  chances  of  failure,  Irom 
a  slip  of  the  foot,  a  wbnt  of  attention  to  the  due  elevation  of 
the  elbow,  the  aptness  of  the  unemployed  loops  to  become 
entangled,  the  giddiness  to  be  apprehended  ftwn  so  quidc- 
ly  taming  full  half  an  hour,  always  the  same  way,  and  the 
poBBibilitjr  of  allowing  a  newly-laden  loop  to  Jail  too  snd- 
denly  into  its  place,  and  the  hazard  in  withdrawing  it,  when 
about  to  take  out  the  egg ;  all  these  are  cettaiuly  points 
very  difficult  to  compass,  or  to  avtoid,  and  entitle  the  artist 
to  unlifflitted  approbation. 

In  Cordinei^B  Dcicriptioh  of  Ceylon,  some  feats  of  the 
jugglers  in  that  island  are  noticed  as  being  beyond  com- 
parison ;  but  can  any  thing  be  conceived  more  dexterous 
than  that  operation,  so  common  in  Bengal,  of  balancing  a 
bamboo  ladder,  about  fifteen  feet  long,  on  a  man's  chin, 
(Uid  allowing  a  weIl>grown  lad,  or  a  young  woman,  to  as- 
cend to  the  summit,  by  winifing  in  and  oot  between  tha 
st«p8,  (which  barely  admit  the  body  to  pass,)  and  ulti- 
mately to  descend,  head  foremost,  in  the  same  nianDei', 
after  balancing,  horizontally,  with  extended  arms  aod 
Fegs,  OD  eiiber  standard  of  the  ladder.  "  I  have  often 
wondered,"  says  Captain  Williameon,  who  bad  witnessed 
these  extraordinary  feats,  "  what  the  man's  chin  could  be 
made  of." 

"  S#amung  up  a  stout  bamboo  pole,"  he  adds,  "  full 
twen^  feet  long,  balanced  on  a  man's  hip,  or  shoulder, 
and  descending  again,  by  first  attaching  to  the  summit  by 
the  toes,  and  measuring  a  whole  length  downwards,  the 
back  being  against  the  bamboo ;  then  turning  the  oppo- 
site way,  and  thus  in  alternate  succession,  always  ap- 
peared to  me  equally  dangerous  and  astoni^Dg.    To  per- 
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form  thiB,  ft  niBD  miut  pouew  unconKionaUe  stieDgUi  in 
his  toes  and  anIUes :  the  Bnt  slip  would  infollibly  be  tbe 
last" 

The  puppet-shows  called  kaut-pootUa  (ynyodsn  infaDts,) 
are  certainly  superior  to  Mr.  Punch  and  his  wife,  as  exhi- 
bited throughout  England.  In  India,  there  is  to  be  seen 
iar  greater  rariety,  both  in  the  enbject,  and  in  the  several 
dnaaatis  pertotta.  There,  something  like  a  regular  piece 
is  represented,  and  it  rarely  requires  a  glossary,  or  inter- 
preter, to  define  the  several  scenes. 

The  kaut-poolljf-aallah,  or  puppet^laucer,  does  not  con- 
fine himself  to  a  small  sentry-box-like  theatre.  On  tbe 
contrary,  when  be  is  to  display  before  any  respectable 
persons,  he  makes  a  point  of  paying  his  respects  during 
the  day,  and  of  soliciting  the  loan  of  either  a  small  tent,  a 
koHOUt,  a  satriye,  or  some  such  article,  for  the  purpose  of 
enclosing  wad  covering  in  the  necessary  space,  so  that  be 
and  his  coadjutors  may  prepare  their  parts  in  secresy.  It 
is  commonly  contrived  that  the  performance  be  by  candle- 
light, and  at  some  little  distance  from  the  tine  of  tents. 
This  is  almost  a  tint  qua  non  with  this  tribe,  who,  being  in 
league  with  rogues  of  all  descriptions,  rarely  fail  to  profit 
by  tbe  absence  of  servants  from  the  cbai^  of  their  mas- 
ters' property,  and,  while  perhaps  both  master  and  man 
are  grinning  at  the  objects  presented  on  tbe  pnactnium, 
are  employed  in  removing  from  the  tents  whatever  articles, 
of  a  portable  description,  may  be  exposed  to  depredation. 
Sometimes  tbe  brce  is  concluded  by  a  shower  of  clods, 
Slc'.  thrown  from  a  distance,  and  the  whole  fly  in  con- 
fusion. 

Among  the  itinerant  amusements  of  India,  are  the  feats 
of  the  ftu/f,  or  tumblers,  a  people  totally  distinct  from  all 
the  other  inhabitants  of  tbe  country,  and  correspond- 
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ing  in  a  number  of  jnstancee,  with  the  gypsies  of  Eu- 
rope." 

That  catt,  or  tribe,  o^nuls,  known  by  the  name  of  bait- 
zeegurs,  genemliy  affect  to  follow  the  Mahomedan  faith ; 
but  the  purneah  peeriea,  or  budeea  tribe,  follow  either  that 
or  the  doctrines  of  Brahma,  just  as  may  Buit  their  pur- 
poses or  their  locality.  Either  sect  have  so  few  religious 
ceremonieB,  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  they  profess 
more  Uian  may  serve  to  screen  them  from  the  imputation 
of  atheism  ; — a  chai^  which  would  sink  them  even  lower, 
in  the  estimation  of  every  inhabitant  of  Asia.  They  inter 
their  relations  in  a  very  slovenly  manner,  and  are  often, 
found  lying  drunk  aboat  the  grave.  Their  marriage  forms 
are  extremely  simple.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  mutu- 
ally  mark  eacli  other's  feces  with  red  ochre,  after  which, 
they  Jock  their  little  fingers  together,  and  avow  their 
union. 

The  mits  never  go  to  law,  nor  submit  their  differences 
to  any  arbitrators,  except  of  their  own  profession.  Prom 
the  extreme  jealousy  of  the  men,  and  the  frequent  ex- 
cesses of  both  sexes  in  the  use  of  gatoffah,  and  other  in- 
toxicatjng  draughts,  such  differences  are  by  fio  means 
rare;  and  they  contribute  partly  to  the  support  of  their 
rulers,  who  receive  a  fourth  part  of  whatever  is  earned,  or 
perhaps  begged,  borrowed,  or  8t.oleD,  by  the  several  iels, 
which  ramble  over  the  country,  either  by  order,  or  accord- 
ing to  their  own  fencies. 

Such  regular  debauchery,  added  to  violent  exercise 
during  their  early  years,  reduce  the  period  of  lile  among 
thesp  people  to  a  very  short  compass.  Few  live  beyond 
the  age  of  forty,  and  by  far  the  larget  portion  die  before 

*  Sec  a  paper  id  (he  Aiiaiic  Researchct  by  Col.  Richardson. 
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their  thirtieth  year.    The  women  generally  fall  victims 
after  having  borne  four  or  five  childrea. 

On  their  dan<»ng,  a  part  of  the  dutiea  of  a  ktaale  Htit, 
much  encoi^um  cannot  be  bestowed.  Their  style  of  per- 
formance IB  vulgar,  and  they  genersitly  study  that  kind  of 
display  which  renders  their  peiformances  too  indelicate 
to  be  described.  Tumbling  head-over-beels.  Sec.,  fStc  ; 
alt  cotne  within  the  exhibition  afford^  for  a  trifitng  gra- 
tuity. 

Those  composing  the  t<^ah,  ot  set  of  female  dancers, 
are  chiefly  either  attached  by  family  connexions,  such 
as  marriage,  with  the  ooslauds  and  turma^i^ahs,  who  are 
the  instructors. and  musicians;  or  slaves  obtained  by  pur- 
chase, during  tjmes  of  scarcity.  Some,  indeed,  are  kid- 
ni^ped  when  very  young,  on  account  of  their  promisii^ 
features.  These  are  rarely  able  to  give  any  account  of 
their  parentage,  and  do  not  always  know  the  districts  in 
which  they  were  born. 

Whatever  their  origin  or  coupexion,  the  dancers, 
who  are  likewise  vocal  performers,  are  entirely  subser- 
vient to  some  peraoa,  whether  male  or  female,  who  is  con- 
udered  as  the  proprietor  of  the  tet,  and  on  whose  applipa- 
tion  to  any  court  of  law,  or  sputiah,  or  person  in  power, 
any  runfiway  is  immediately  pursued^  and  restored  to  the 
tqff'ak.  This  occurs,  whether  the  obligation  to  service  be 
peremptory,  as  in  the  case  of  a  baun^,  or  actual  slave; 
or  merely  implied,  as  In  the  case  of  a  p^ultA,  or  person 
preserved  from  famine,  fitc,  and  reared  in  the  capacity  of 
a  menial. 

The  Afal^medan  law  barely  recognizes  actual  slavery, 
but  makes  a  great  distinction  in  favour  of  those  who  pur- 
chase or  thus  adopt  children  that  would  otherwise,  in 
all  probability,  perish  from  ^^nt.  The  latter  are  consi- 
dered to  be  the  property  of  the  pativn,  till  arrived  at  their 
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fall  gfMRth,  which  is  understood:  to  be  about  the  age  of 
eighteen.  This  regnlation,  howerer,  h  capalile  of  an  easy 
evasion  by  such  profMiet<Hi  of  ta^ahx  as  feel  an  interest 
in  the  detention  of  aay  particular  giila  under  th^ir  autho- 
rity. To  say  the  truth,  very  little  cause  of  complaint 
seems  to  exist  on  such  occasions.  The  girls  are  usually 
well  clothed  uid  fed ;  and,  on  the  whole,  experieuce  as 
much  comfort  as  their  habits,  and  those  envious  traits 
ever  to  be  seen  among  persons  of  the  same  profession,  will 
admit 

Some,  however,  contrive  to  redeem  themselves  from 
this  i^cies  of  demirslftvery,  by  means  of  sama  accumu- 
lated for  years,  and  ooncaaled  from  (he  scrutinizing  eye 
of  the  proprietor,  with  extr^e  solicitude.  When  such  a 
redemption  takes  place,  it  is  never  done  overtiy,  but  by 
the  pretended  interference  of  some  geatleman-  or  opulent 
native,  who,  either  from  love  or  charity,  feels  disposed 
to  pay  the  mnsom.  Were  the  possesBJon  of  the  property 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  anxious  female,  it  would  in- 
stantly  be  seized  as  a  droit,  and  she  would  probably  un- 
dergo that  severest  of  Hindoostanee  punishments,' the  loss 
of  all  herfttue,  or  hair. 

It  is  not  nncemmon  for  persons  puTohasing  slaves,  or 
rearing  deserted  children,  to  affix  the  badge  of  slavery 
inmediately,  and  to  cause .  it  to  be  worn  during  life,  by 
the  unfortunate  being  thus  devoted  to  -tyrannical  autho- 
rity. This  type  of  dependence  consists  simply  of  an  iron, 
ring,  similar  to  those  on  light  fetters,  which  is  worn  on 
either  of  tho  ankles,  generally  on  the  left.  There  it  is 
riMtted  in  the  usual  manner,  with  the  intention  of  being 
always  seen.  To  remove  the  ring  is  considered  highly 
criminal  on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  and  should,  the 
slave  be  thereby  enabled  to  abscond,  would  subject  the 
abettors  to  payment  of  bis  or  her  value. 
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When  a  native,  especially  a  Hindoo,  of  high  ea*t,  sus- 
pects that  his  wife  is  guilty  of  infidelity,  he  generally 
|>roceeds  to  repudiate  her  in  the  most  pgbltc  manner.  It 
often  happens  that  he  is  saved  that  trouble,  either  by  the 
interrention  of  her  &ther,  brother,  &c.,  who,  under  pre- 
tence of  conducting  her  home,  leads  the  oSender  to  some 
lone  spot,  where  with  his  tulwar  be  severs  her  head  firom 
her  body,  and  deliberately  leaves  both  to  be  devoured  by 
jackals,  &c.  This  office  is  likewise  occasionally  perform- 
ed by  the  husband  himself,  who  must,  however,  be  care- 
ful not  to  betray  his  intention,  lest  a  powerful  dose,  mixed 
among  his  takorry  (vegetable  curry)  should  prevent  the 
completion  of  his  design,  or  possibly  cause  bim  to  foil  a 
sacrifice  to  the  lover's  resentment. 

A  very  curious  instance  of  this  occurred  in  1789.  A 
sepoy  had  long  maintained  a  criminal  connexion  with  the 
wife  of  a.  tonaar,  (goldsmith,)  then  absent  in  another 
part  of  the  country.  The  lady's  father,  who  had  no  other 
child,  on  learning  the  particulars  of  the  intrigue  from  one 
of  her  servants,  remonstrated,  but  in  vain.  He  then  de- 
termined to  sacrifice  her,  and  ordered  that  she  should 
quit  her  own  home,  for  the  purpose  of  being  conducted 
to  his  house,  which  was  in  a  village  some  miles  distant. 

Suspecting  bis  intention,  the  adultress  communicated 
the  circumstance  to  her  lover,  who  advised  her  to  follow 
her  father,  and  promised  to  prevent  his  doing  her  any  in- 
jury. Accordingly  she  allowed  her  parent  to  precede 
her,  as  usual,  (for  no  woman  ever  walks  before  a  man, 
especially  if  it  be  her  husband,  or  any  relative ;)  they  ar- 
rived at  a  small  jungle,  when,  as  he  was  about  to  draw  his 
tulwar  to  tauf-kur  (literally,  to  make  clean,  but,  in  the  ac- 
cepted sense,  to  kill  or  destroy)  her,  the  lover  darted 
forth,  and  at  one  blow  took  off  his  head. 

The  lady  and  her  lover  were  both  apprehended,  and 
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tried  before  the  zemndary  court  at  Benares,  within  whose 
juriBdictioo  the  crime  was  perpethited.  Against  the  woman 
nothing  could  be  ni^ed  ;  she  was  therefore  acquitted. 
"Hie  man  was  convicted,  and  condemned ;  but  the  woman 
being  next  of  kin  to  the  deceased,  and  having  the  right, 
according  to  the  law,  of  pardoning  his  murderer,  instantly 
gave  him  her  absolutioR  in  open  court,  and  to  the  great 
surprise  and  mortification  of  the  whole  court,  returned 
homewards  with  her  paramour,  to  persevere  in  the  adul- 
terous intercourse. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Marquis  Cornwallis,  on  receipt  of 
tiie  intelligence,  used  every  endeavour  to  obtain  a  revision 
of  the  proceedings.  'Ilie  Court  were  inflexible,  and  the 
parties  could  not  legally  be  apprehended.  His  Lordship 
was,  therefore,  left  without  that  redress  he  thought  due 
to  the  public,  and  could  only  cause  .the  sepoy  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  Company's  service,  and  banished  from 
tbeir  dominions. 

The  baggage  of  Europeans  is  usually  carried  on  ele- 
phants, camels,  bullocks,  hackerm,  or  cooUea.  Of  late 
years,  a  great  improvement  has  been  made,  by  taking  off 
the  body  of  a  gig,  with  its  shafts,  and  substituting  a 
frame,  made  to  contain  several  trunks  and  liquor  chests 
betow,  while  a  cot,  with  all  the  necessary  bedding,  having 
over  them  a  painted  canvass  canopy,  covers  the  whole, 
and  keeps  every  part  compact  and  dry.  Such  a  convey- 
ance,  with  a  tolerabljr  stout  horse,  ia  found  to  get  on  far 
more  expeditiously  than  any  of  the  others. 

Witii  respect  to  elephants,  it  may  be  said,  that  they 
are  either  the  best,  or  the  worst  for  carriage.  In  the  low 
conntries,  where  the  soil  is  often  soft  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  the  elephant  is  certainly  a  most  useful  animal. 
His  feet  being  broad,  and  his  power  so  great  as  to  enable 
him  to  act  with  decision  and  energy  at  the  moment  of  dif- 
2  1 
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fioolty,  qualify  him,  almcMt  eidtiMTely,  for  the  tnnaportr 
ation  of  teoU,  and  cambroiu  baggage,  id  BOGh  parte  ot 
the  coantry  as  remain  heavy  or  awampy  doring  the  more 
settled  pert  of  the  year. 

Though  we  may  suppose  that  till  the  plains  of  Bengal 
were  caltivated,  they  were  oTer-ran  with  elephants,  like 
other  parts  of  India,  of  which  that  aoimsi  is  a  native, 
still  it  appears  that  their 'principal  haunts  were  along  that 
hilly  wilderness  in  which  they  ere  now  found  in  a  grega- 
rious state.  It  is  well  known  that  the  elephant  thrives 
best  near  the  see,  and  in  its  vicinity  attains  his  greatest 
bulk.  He  is  there  also  exempt  from  various  diseases, 
especially  the  ophthalmia  and  the  dropsy,  both  of  which 
attack  at  least  four  in  five  of  such  as  are  removed  to  dry 
soils.  This  circumstance,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  forma- 
tion end  sabstance  of  Uie  foot,  appear  to  render  the  ele- 
phant peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  use  of  snch  perseos 
aa  have  occasion  for  cemege-cattle  (cettle  thet  bear  bur- 
thens) in  the  lower  provinces. 

Endued  witii  wonderful  sagecity,  he  will  only  proceed 
on  soils  which  bear  him  up  to  a  certain  extent.  So<m  as 
he  feels  a  peculiar  vibration,  indicating  e  want  of  firmness 
below,  he  instantly  declines  further  progress,  and  taming 
round,  or  receding,  with  an  activity  little  to  be  expected 
from  his  clumsy  form,  hastens  to  quit  the  apprehended 
danger;  and  without  regard  to  things  or  persons,  makes 
the  best  of  his  way  to  terra^rma. 

Sometimes,  however,  this  majestic  animal  becomes 
bogged,  and,  notwithstanding  his  immense  strength,  is 
completely  incapable  of  self-ex  tricetion.  On  such  an  oc- 
casion, nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to  supply  him 
with  abundance  of  straw,  or  cut  grass,  tied  in  bundles. 
The^e  he  forces  down  with  his  proboscis,  till  they  are  all 
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nnder  hie  feet,  and,  by  their  accumulated  resistance,  af- 
ford the  means  of  gradually  bearing  him  up,  and  raising 
him  to  the  suriace.  His  egresa  is  ensured  by  an  ample 
atock  of  the  same  materials,  together  with  faggots,  &c., 
thrown  before  him,  in  number  sufficient  to  form  a  kind 
of  pathway,  along  which  the  elephant  moves  with  won- 
drous caution.  On  such  an  occasion,  he  should,  like  a 
mule  on  a  mountain,  be  left  to  himself,  as  be  will  manage 
with  perfect  prudence ;  whereas,  if  actuated  by  a  mohovt 
(driver),  he  may  be  again  plunged  into  difficulty. 

The  stature  of  elephants,  in  general,  may  be  rated  be- 
tween seven  and  nine  feet.  At  the  former  standard  they 
are  admitted  upon  the  Company's  establishment.  Pro- 
vided the  animals  be  stout,  and  competent  to  carry  a  pro- 
per burthen,  such  blemishes  as  would  depreciate  them 
considerably  among  the  natives,  who  entertain  many  pre- 
judices in  this  particular,  are  not  considered. 

The  principal  defects,  in  the  eye  of  a  native  merchant, 
are, 

1.  A  broken  tall ;  or  a  deficiency  of  the  forked  fadr  at 
its  termination.  The  former  arises  from  the  halnt  the 
d^thants  are  in,  of  laying  hold  of  their  opponent's  tails 
with  their  trunks,  and  of  twistii^  them  so,  that,  occasion- 
ally, they  are  absolutely  snapped,  or,  perhaps,  tumefy, 
and,  in  the  end,  sphacelate. 

2.  An  uneven  number  of  claws  to  the  feet  There 
ebould  be  on  each  fore  foot,  five,  and  four  on  each  hind 
foot. 

3.  Bad  tusks ;  that  is,  such  as  are  decayed,  or,  having 
been  broken  in  contests,  cannot  be  rendered  ornamental. 
An  elepbant  bom  with  only  one  tooth,  or  tusk,  is  highly 
prized,  as  being  sure  to  overwhelm  its  owner  with  good 
fortune. 
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4.  Having  a  black,  or  spotted  palate ;  either  of  wbicb 
is  supposed  to  be  an  indication  of  bad  bealdi,  as  well  as 
of  misfortune. 

5.  Bad  eyes;  though  sometimes  very  serviceable  ele> 
phants  are  seen  totally  deprived  of  sight,  which  yet  travel 
admirably  with  burUieos,  but  are  unfit  for  the  howdah. 
These  are  extremely  careful  to  put  their  trunks  forward 
as  they  proceed,  whereby  they  are  warned  of  any  hol- 
lows, fScc.  Blind  elephants  are  peculiarly  attentive  to  the 
words  of  command  given  by  their  drivere. 

6.  The  want  of  hair  on  the  forehead,  lean  jaws,  small 
jagged  ears,  narrow  feet,  thin  legs,  short  bodies,  and  a 
contracted  barrel,  or  carcase,  are  capital  def^ts,  and 
become  aerioua  objects  of  attention  in  the  purchase  of 
this  animal.  An  European,  not  accustomed  to  view 
elephants  critically,  would  conclude  that,  in  these  re- 
spects, little  variety  would  be  found.  Yet  there  are  as 
many  estimable,  or  agreeable,  points  in  a  fine  elephant, 
as  in  a  fine  horse  ;  though  we  rarely  examine  the  perfec- 
tions of  the  former,  from  being  less  in  the  habits  of 
cherishing,  or  of  driving,  them  in  person. 

According  to  the  regulations,  an  elephant  most  be  able 
to  carry  twenty-five  maunda,  or  within  a  twenty-sixth  part 
of  a  ton.  Yet,  though  the  several  contractors  stipulate, ' 
without  hesitation,  that  their  elephants  will  carry  that 
weight  at  all  times,  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  those  in  the 
service,  or  in  the  possession  of  individuals,  could  bear  it 
even  for  one  day's  ordinary  march,  which  should  not 
exceed  eight  cost,  (sixteen  miles,)  all  beyond  being  con- 
sidered a  forced  march. 

The  elephant  is  furnished  with  two  pads,  of  which  the 
under  one,  called  a  guddaylah,  is  commonly  made  of  red    ' 
kanoaA,  stuffed  with  cotton,  to  the  thickness  of  an  inch 
and  a  half,  and  well  quilted.    The  upper  pad,  called  a 
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gudAff  is  made  ottawt.  a  Darrow  kind  of  very  coarse  caa- 
vass,  and  stuffed  very  hard  with  straw,  to  about  the  thick- 
ness uf  six  iDches.  These  are  put  on,  the  one  over  the 
other,  and  firmly  secured  to  the  body  by  stout  ropes  pass- 
iog  round  the  whole,  as  well  as  under  the  tail,  by  way  of 
crupper. 

This  thickness  may  appear  too  great ;  but  it  is  to  be 
considered  that  an  elephant  ought,  by  the  contract,  to 
carry  either  four  common  marquees,  each  weighing, 
when  dry,  426  lb.,  end,  when  wet,  697  lb. ;  or  six  private 
tenia,  each  weighing,  when  dry,  275  lb.,  and,  when  wet, 
426  lb.  Therefore,  when  I  take  the  medium  at  twenty- 
five  maunds,  it  is  bat  striking  a  fiiir  balance. 

An  ordinary  elephant  requires  two  servants ;  namely,  a 
mohmit  (driver,)  who  sits  upon  his  back,  and  guides,  by 
means  of  a  crooked  instnimest  of  iron,  called  a  haunhu, 
aided  by  words  of  command,  and  the  application  of  his 
toes  behind  the  animal's  ears.  The  oUier  servant,  called 
a  cQohf,  or  gtasB^utter,  performs  all  the  more  menial 
offices,  snch  as  taking  the  ele{Aant  out  for  charrah, 
(fodder,)  of  which  it  can  carry  as  much  as  will  suffice  for 
two,  or,  if  well  laden,  for  three  days. 

The  feet  of  an  elephant  require  considerable  care ;  they 
being  extremely  apt  to  chafe,  and  wear  away  at  the 
Boles,  so  as  to  render  him,  for  a  time,  completely  unser- 
viceable. This  generally  happens  where  the  soil  is  dry 
and  harsh,  as  throughout  the  upper  country,  but  may, 
in  a  great  measure,  be  prevented  by  pmfing  them  with 
astringent  applications,  by  which  the  skin  may  be 
rendered  harder,  and  the  foot,  in  general,  somewhat 
callous. 

When  an  elephant  is  chafed  on  the  back,  the  part  is 
usually  rubbed  with  ghee  and  turmeric,  and  the  pad  cu- 
shioned so  as  to  raise  the  spot  under  which  is  the  ezcoria- 
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tion.  IF  sufiered  to  corrtinue  in  a  state  of  irritatioD,  tfae 
smalleBt  sore  will  speedily  agsume  a  most  formidable  ap- 
pearance, owing  to  the  pecaliarly  cellular  formation  of  ao 
elephant^s  fleab. 

The  mode  of  catching  elephants  for  the  public  serrice 
is  very  simple,  requiring  more  perseverance  than  skill, 
yet  attended  with  a  heavy  ezpensc.  In  those  wllder- 
nesaes  near  Chittagong,  Tipperab,  See.,  along  the  eastern 
boundary,  hundreds,  or  perhaps  thoaeands,  of  villageis 
are  assembled.  These  form  a  circle  round  what  herds 
they  discover,  and  gradually  fngbten  them  into  a  kind  of 
trap,  called  a  keddak,  of  which  the  entrance  is  m  the 
crescent  form,  leading  to  a  laige  area,  properly  enclosed 
by  an  immense  treiich,  and  by  lai^e  piles  well  bound 
together.  After  a  while,  the  animals  are  driven,  or  en- 
ticed, into  a  smaller  area,  from  which  they  are  taken 
into  a  narrow  passage,  for  the  purpose  of  being  secured, 
and  led  away  to  the  stands,  at  which  they  remain  till 
completely  tamed. 

It  was  formerly  tfae  practice  to  break  their  spirit  by 
privations  and  severity ;  bat,  of  late  years,  it  has  been 
found  preferable  to  soothe  as  much  as  possible ;  a  change 
attended  with  the  most  happy  results.  So  far  has  this 
plan  succeeded,  that  many  elephants  are  now  better  re- 
conciled in  one  month  than  formerly  in  four  or  five.  At 
the  same  time,  many  inconveniences,  especially  th(^se 
severe  ligatures,  which  invariably  made  desperate  sores 
about  the  ankles,  &c,  are  almost  wholly  avoided. 

The  practice  of  decoying  the  large  single  maleS}  vriiich 
separate  from  the  herds,  and  are  called  loum,  or  goanialut 
is  extremely  curious.  Two  or  three  females  are  goierally 
sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  inveigling  the  ferocious 
males  thus  ranging  about.  Such  female  elephants,  which 
are  called  k'hoomkiet,  are  highly  valuable,  especially  if 
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tbey  be  lai^e,  and  attached  to  their  mohouts,  whom  they 
will  protect  to  the  last  momeDt,  sboald  they  be  accident- 
ally discovered  by  ttieir  intended  prize  while  passing  the 
ropes  round  his  legs.  For  a  more  particular  account  of 
this  practice,  which  can  scarcely  be  rendered  distinct  but 
by  the  aid  of  plates,  the  reader  is  referred  to  The  Wilh 
Spobtb  op  the  East. 

Elephants  are  invariably  measured  at  the  shoulder,  and 
not  on  the  arch  of  the  back,  the  want  of  which'  is  to  be 
considered  as  indicative  of  age. 

They  are  found  along  the  whole  extent  of  frontier, 
ranging  from  the  Chittagong  district,  to  the  very  borders 
of  Thibet;  and  become  more  scarce,  less  robust,  and  of 
mnaller  stature,  in  proportion  as  they  recede  from  the 
sea  coasts.  Those  Eent  yearly,  by  way  of  compli- 
ment, or  tribute^  from  the  Rajah  of  Napaul,  are  by  no 
means  to  be  compared,  as  to  form  and  bulk,  with  the 
coomaeeaAi,  and  tnooknahs,  of  Tipperah,  and  Chittagong ; 
which  are,  occasionally,  sold  for  immense  sums  to  the 
native  princes  in  the  upper  parts  of  Hindoostan.  Two 
thousand  rupees  are  regarded  as  a  low  price  for  a  male 
of  nine  feet  high,  whose  teeth  are  large,  even,  and  of 
regular  curves.  Elephants,  of  extraordinary  bulk,  and  of 
remarkably  fine  points,  have,  sometimes,  produced  eight 
or  ten  thousand  rupees. 

The  expense  of  keeping  en  elephant  varies  according 
to  Gitaation,  and  the  general  employment.  In  the  Dacca 
district,  little  expense  is  incurred,  unless  for  hard  labour, 
there  being  abundance  of  (f/atl,  (grass,)  and  foliage,  of 
which  the  animal  can  always  obtain,  gratis,  an  ample 
supply.  There,  a  mohout  rarely  receives,  monthly,  more 
than  three  rupees,  and  a  grass-cntter,  two.  In  describing 
the  servants  necessary  for  a  gentleman's  suite,  it  has 
been  shewn  that  the  wages  of  th^  menials  are  generally 
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much  higher.  These  added  to  the  aTcrage  chaises  for 
food,  chiefly  btit^ra,  or  millet  stems,  which  muit  be  paid 
for,  and  rice  or  barley,  perhaps  [to  the  extent  of  30  tb. 
daily,  will  advance  the  expense  of  maintaining  an  ele- 
phant in  the  upper  provinces,  to  full  thirty,  or  thirty-five 
rupees  monthly,  exclusive  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  gear  of 
all  kinds.  On  the  whole,  it  may  be  computed  that  an 
elephant  well  kept,  will  cost  full  forty  rupees  (five  pound) 
monthly.  Considering  that,  in  England,  few  gentlemen 
keep  their  horses  for  much  less,  and  that  an  elephant 
performs  drudgery,  equal  to  a  team  of  three  stont  cart 
horses,  the  above  may  be  deemed  very  moderate.  The 
misfortune  is,  that  an  elephant  is  not,  like  a  horse, 
promptly  or  generally  useful ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  climate,  as  well  as  of  the  soil,  months  often 
elapse  before  the  proprietor  of  an  el^hant  may  be  able 
to  avail  himself  of  his  valuable  powers. 

Camels  are  very  generally  kept  by  the  officers  of  the 
army  throughout  the  upper  provinces,  above  the  Delta  of 
the  Ganges,  where  the  soil  is  more  appropriate  to  their 
form,  tlian  muddy,  slippery  tracts,  in  which  these  ani- 
mals are  extremely  subject  to  fall.  When  such  an  acci- 
dent happens,  it  is  a  great  chance  but  they  are  rendered 
useless  ;  as,  owing  to  the  great  lengtli  of  the  hind  le^,' 
and  the  want  of  any  membranes,  or  muscles,  calculated 
to  prevent  their  easy  divergence  in  diametrically  opposite 
directions,  the  pelvis  is  extremely  apt  to  split,  and  the 
power  of  extrication,  or  even  of  support  itself,  is  entirely 
lost  to  this  very  valuable  quadruped. 

Though  we  generally  attach  the  term  camel  to  that  spe- 
cies of  the  camelut  found  in  India,  where  great  numbers 
are  bred  by  persoos  who  make  a  very  lai^  profit  from 
their  labours,  the  animal  under  consideration,  having  but 
one  hump,  or  bunch,  on  its  back,  should,  properly,  be 
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called  a  dronudajy.  Whatever  may  be  the  true  designa- 
tion, the  utility  of  the  animal  in  a  climate,  and  od  a  boi], 
to  which  it  is  bo  admirably  suited  by  nature,  is  indisput- 
able; thougb  the  extent  of  its  powers,  aa  described  by 
oatundiflta,  or  travellers,  may  be  fairly  questJotrei^. 

"  I  hare  now  before  me,"  says  Captain  Williamson,  "  a 
very  respectable  publication,  wherein  it  is  said,  that  <  a 
camel  will  carry  a  weight  of  1,2001b.,  and  will  perfoVm 
a  journey  of  three  hundred  leagues  in  eight  days.'  Now, 
my  own  experience  convinces  me  very  fully  that  few  ca- 
mels will  carry  more  than  eight  maunds,  wfaen  making,  on 
an  average,  stages  of  from  fourteen,  to  sixteen,  or,  at  the 
very  utmost,  twenty  miles  within  the  day,  for  two  montiis, 
allowing  a  weekly  halt." 

So  senuble  are  the  Government  of  India,  of  the  inabi- 
lity of  a  camel  to  perfonn  anything  like  the  service  above 
described,  that,  in  all  their  contracts,  in  which  it  must 
have  been  seen  they  take  care  so  to  proportion  the  bur- 
tbenSf  that  none  but  the  choicest  of  cattle  could  move 
nnder  them,  it  is  especially  provided  that  such  camels  as 
may  be  admitted  upon  the  Company's  establishment  of 
carriage-cattle,  should  be  rated  in  the  proportion  of  three 
camels  to  one  elephant.  Thus  they  assign  to  each  camel 
a  burthen  composed  of  two  private  tents,  Uie  weight  of 
each,  when  dry,  being  276  lb.,  and  when  wet,  426  lb. ;  in- 
cluding poles,  pins,  mallets,  bags,  Gcc. 

Taking  as  a  standard  the  medium,  one  wet,  and  one  dry 
tent,  the  average  burthen  will  be  only  701  lbs.,  a  greater 
load  than  any  camel,  except  one  of  extraordinary  pow- 
ers, could  carry  in  a  proper  manner,  so  as  to  answer  ge- 
neral purposes,  when  marching  with  a  regiment 

The  value  of  a  camel  varies  according  to  size,  form,  age, 
condition,  and  disposition.  Supposing  a  mediocrity,  as 
to  all  those  points,  fiom  eighty,  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
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rapeea  may  be  taken  as  a  itaadard.  Whfare  no  milituy 
morement  iB  in  qoestioD,  the  prices  are  indeed  often 
lower,  and,  in  cases  of  emei^ency,  they  have  beoi  known, 
though  very  rarely,  to  rise  to  four,  flret  and  six,  hundred 
rupees. 

Most  gentlemen  keep  two  or  three  camels,  to  cany  their 
tent,  liquors,  and  cot  If  on  a  moderate  scale,  two  will 
generally  do  the  work  ;  but  should  the  tent  be  large,  the 
liquors  and  linen  abundant,  and  the  cot  extensive,  or  on 
a  heavy  construction,  a  third  camel  will-  be  necessary. 
There  is,  indeed,  no  worse  policy  than  that  too  often 
adopted,  of  burthening  an  animal  with  as  much  as  it  can 
stand  under.  When  the  moment  or  difficulty  comes,  as  it 
rarely  foils  to  do,  vexation,  and  an  enormous  increaae  of 
expense  inrariably  follow.  Hence,  it  will  be  fonad  ad- 
visable, though  the  primary  expense  he  increased,  and 
the  subsequent  monthly  charges  a  trifle  greater,  always 
to  retain  three,  rather  than  two  camels ;  unless  the  intend- 
ed burthens  be  very  compact,  and  not  subject  to  a  great 
addition  of  weight  in  wet  weather. 

The  diflerence  between  tents,  wet,  or  dry,  according 
to  the  Company's  standard,  ascertained  by  actual  experi- 
ments, should  guide  all  persons  about  to  proceed  on  a 
march,  so  to  proportion  the  loads  imposed  «n  their  cattle 
aa  not  to  endanger  tbeir  total  failure.  It  should  aertt  be 
forgotten,  that  excoriations,  however  trivial  at  tot,  spee- 
dily rankle  into  wounds,  not  simply  painBil,  but  gene- 
rally trenching  deejJy  on  the  immediate  powers,  as  well 
as  ob  the  condUion,  of  those  useful  dumb  animals,  wUch 
submit  to  the  last  moment  to  the  will  of  their  beedlesB 
employers. 

Camels,  as  well  as  elephants,  he  down,  ao  as  to  bring 
tbeir  stomachs  to  the  ground,  while  receiving  or  discliarg- 
ing  their  burthens.    At  such  moments,  the  former  are  ex- 
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tremely  initable  ;  mailing,  and  watching  an  opportnnily 
to  bite.  To  sajr  the  best  of  theae  aoimale,  they  are  never 
to  be  trusted,  th^r  dispoaitioBS  being,  for  the  most  part, 
sanguinary  and  treach^ouB,  though  they  are  oot  cam!- 
▼oroos,  being  fed  chiefly  on  grant,  and  chaS*  of  various 
kinds.  A  camel,  like  the  bnll-dog,  rarely  lets  go  his 
hold. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  a  camel  may  be  areraged 
at  abont  four  or  fire  rupees  monthly,  exclusive  of  its  poN 
tion  of  the  Burwan's  (the  driver's)  w^es.  The  large  crook 
saddle,  with  its  jolah,  or  canvass  trappings,  and  its  taiee- 
tah,  or  canvass  sheet  made  of  tctwt,  for  the  purpose  of 
lading  tents,  and  especially  for  brin^ug  in  chaff,  may  be 
avenged,  for  wear  asd  tear,  at  about  a  rupee  monthly. 
From  this  it  will  be  .seen,  that  if  a  funmin,  attending 
three  camels,  should  receive  six  rupees  for  pay,  and  that 
each  of  the  camels  should  coat  six  more,  the  whole  ex- 
pense, amounting  to  twenty-fbur  rupees  monthly,  would 
fall  hs  short  of  that  incurred  by  one  elephant 

The  advantages  attendant  upon  an  elephant,  are,  that 
the  load  is  all  carried  compact  and  entire ;  that  he  can 
travel  iu  swampy  districts,  where  no  other  animal  could 
proceed  at  all ;  and  that  he  is  serviceable  to  ride  upon, 
and  to  join  in  the  line  to  beat  hogs,  and  other  game,  out 
.  of  heavy  covers.  On  the  other  hand,  a  camel  will  trav^, 
without  sustaining  the  smallest  injury,  ^n  those  dry  soils 
which  destroy  au  elephant's  feet.  He  is,  also,  more  pa^ 
tient  under'heat,  and  the  absence  of  fodder  and  water. 
His  prime  cost  is  coosiderably  less ;  his  maintenance 
cheaper;  and,  where  a  division  of  carriage  becomes  neces- 
sary, one  camel  may  be  sent  off,  while  the  others  are  re 
tained.  Bat  camels  rarely  thrive,  if  exposed  during  the 
nuns.  Hence,  it  is  customary  to  build  sheds  for  their 
reception.    This,  however,  is  done  at  a  very  triSiog  ex- 
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pense,  and  might,  donbtleas,  be  dUpeiucd  with  alto- 
gether, at  least  ia  the  upper  proviDces,  by  the  purchase 
of  young  aaimals  which  bad  never  beea  bo  domesticated. 
Few  geoUemen  retain  their  camels  while  serving  near  the 
Presidency,  where  fodder  is  at  a  most  enormous  price, 
and  the  mange  commouly  attacks  them  within  a  few  weeks 
of  th«r  arrival. 

The  heavy,  awkward,  and  apparently  slow,  gait  of  a 
camel,  generally  induces  a  belief  that  its  rate  of  travelling 
is  disadvantageous,  inaftmuch  as  it  may  denote  inability 
to  keep  up  with  the  generality  of  elephants.  This,  how- 
ever, is  a  great  mistake,  for  it  ia  very  common  to  see  the 
latter,  when  in  the  least  over-burthened,  or  when  the 
weather  is  hot,  or  the  road  sandy,  very  late  in  arriving  at 
their  destination.  The  camel,  on  the  contrary,  under  an 
appropriate  load,  will  move  on  at  a  regular  pace,  genially 
making  a  distance  of  seven  feet,  from  the  centre  of  that 
spot  whence  it  lifts  a  foot,  to  where  it  ^ain  sets  it  down. 
Few  elephaata  do  so  much ;  they  walk  quicker,  but  their 
strides  are  rarely  so  extensive. 

The  propensity  of  a  camel  to  stale,  on  being  eased  of 
his  burthen,  renders  it  indispensable  to  drive  him  to  a 
distance  immediately  the  tent  is  off  his  back.  Other- 
wise, the  urinous  stench  attached  to  the  spot  would  ren- 
der it  very  unpleasaot,  or,  rather  insupportable.  The  . 
native  chemists  extract  large  quantiries  of  ammonia  from 
ithose  stands  where  camels  have  been  kept  for  many 
weeks. 

The  greatest  inconvenience -attadied  to  a  camel  is  hia 
utter  inability  to  swim  across  a  river,  which  to  any  other 
animal  would  be  do  impediment.  Occasionally,  indeed, 
camels  have  been  seen  to  swim  for  a  few  yards,  but,  iu 
general,  they  turn  upon  (he  side,  and,  unless  instantly 
rescued,  would  infallibly  be.  drowned.     This  may  arise 
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from  the  genera]  roundnesB  of  their  bodies,  which  are  very 
«asiiy  acted  upon  by  the  Buper-incumbent  weight  of  the 
neck  and  head,  which  become  levers,  not  sufficiently  op- 
posed by  Uieir  almost  Seshless  limbs.  Some  camels  rea- 
dily enter  into  ferry-boats,  even  of  the  rudest  construction, 
while  others  must  be  urged  by  the  display  of  fire  in  their 
rear,  or  even  by  the  actual  cautery.  When  once  on  board, 
they  are  generally  quiet,  but  seem  to  entertain  less  dread 
than  horses,  of  their  insulated  situetioa. 

In  this  particular,  the  elephant  has  a  most  decided  su- 
periority. He  enters  the  water  with  tdacrity,  and,  guided 
by  the  mohuut,  who  preserves  his  seat  on  the  animal's 
neck,  till  the  latter  may,  by  way  of  frolic,  descend  to 
walk  on  the  bottom,  keeping,  at  the  same  time,  the  end 
of  his  proboscis  above  water,  makes  his  way  to  the  oppo- 
site bank,  though  perhaps  a  mile  distant.  If  there  be 
occasional  shallows,  whereon  he  can  refresh  himself,  two 
or  three  miles  are  passed  with  equal  facility. 

In  their  wild  state,  elephants  cross  very  la^  rivers,  in 
herds ;  the  young  ones  swimming  by  the  sides  of  their 
mothers^  which  occasitMially  support  their  gigantic  calves 
by  means  of  their  trunks,  either  passed  under  the  body, 
or  slighdy  hooked  in  with  the  young  cue's  proboscis. 
When  domesticated,  elephants  lose  much  of  their  natural 
energy  in  every  instance.  Tlius,  instead  of  viewing  a 
tiger  without  fear,  they  gradually  become  so  timid,  as  to 
be  dreadfully  agitated  at  the  sight,  or  smell,  even  of  a 
dead  one.  Hence,  in  tiger  hunting,  elephants  recently 
taken  from  the  keddahs,  if  sufficiendy  trained  [to  he  safe 
in  other  respects,  are  usually  .fittest  for  the  sport,  and 
afibrd  their  riders  a  better  chance  of  success. 

In  marching  to  any  station  not  very  remote,  those  who 
cannot  afford,  or  who  deem  it  unnecessary  to  retain  either 
an  elephant,  or  camels,  usually  purchase,  or  hire,  bnl- 
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locks,  whtoh  some,  indeed,  prefer  altogether.  Yet  thoo^ 
rarely  coatiag  more  than  sixteen  or  twenty  rupees  each, 
(from  forty  to  fifty  abillinga,)  they  are  the  most  tardy, 
tronblesome,  and  expensive,  of  all  the  beasts  of  baitfaen 
in  question ! 

"  Knowing,"  says  Captain  Williamson,  "  from  dear- 
bought  experience,  that  a  bullock  which  can  cany  fire 
maonds  is  a  rara  avis  of  its  kind,  I  was  much  snrprised 
to  find,  in  Mr,  Colebrook^'s  little  treatise  on  the  Hus- 
bandry of  Bengal,  an  assertion,  that  the  enormous  *  load 
of  5001b.  of  cotton  is  generally  carried  from  Nagpore  to 
Mirzapore,  a  distance  which,  by  the  shortest  route,  ex- 
ceeds four  hundred  miles,  in  journeys  of  eight  or  ten 
miles  daily.'  That  some  remarkably  fine  cattle  are  bred 
in  the  Nagpore  district  is  well  known ;  but  I  should  have 
greatly  doubted,  under  any  other  than  the  highly  respect- 
able authority  alluded  to,  whether  it  would  be  possible  to 
select,  in  all  Bengal,  a  suffiaent  nomber  of  bullocks, 
bred  in  the  country,  to  carry  on  the  extensive  trade  be- 
tween Nagpore  and  Minapore,  under  the  circnmstAice  of 
carrying  600  lb.  as  an  ordinary  load. 

**  I  have  possessed  very  fine  bullocks,  such  as  could 
not,  generally,  be  obtuned  for  less  than  a  hundred  rupees 
the  pair,  and  have  bad  oocasion  to  tAy  on  their  services. 
I  found,  however,  that  whenever  they  were  laden  beyond 
four  maunds,  (330  lb.)  they  became  restive,  and  required 
many  extra  boors  to  perform  a  mardi  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles,  even  on  excellent  roads,  and  when  in  far  better 
plight  than  maltaiwiy  (trading)  bullocks  are  commonly 
seen. 

"  But  if  we  refer  to  the  regulations  of  the  Company 
respecting  cattle  to  be  admitted  upon  their  establish- 
ment, we  find,  that  one  Mirzapore  bullock  neariy  equals 
three  of  them.    '  The  standard  of  cattle  to  be  retained 
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for,  OF  received  into,  the  service,  is  not  to  be  l'e«  than 
fifty  inoliet  for  the  draft-bollockB,  and  forty-eight  inches 
for  the  carnage-bullocks.  Eacboarriege-bullock  shall  be 
competent  to  cany  a  bortheD  of  om  hundred  and  aghty 
pouudt  weight,  exclusive  of  his  pad,' 

"  Now,  it  is  well  known  the  Compaay  eni|tIoy  exceU 
lent  cattle,  and  take  care  to  have  justice  done  them  ;  as, 
indeed,  they  are  fully  entitled  to  expect,  when  they  allow 
DO  less  than  thirty  sicca  rupees  for  each  bullock  pur- 
chased on  their  account;  especially  as  any  distance 
beyond  sixteen  miles,  or  when  laden  for  more  than  nine 
boorB  within  the  tweoty-fbur,  or  when  carrying  more  than 
180 Jb.,  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  forced  march, 
and  subject  the  Company  to  all  risks. 

"  I  should  rather  apprehend  that  an  error  has  crept 
into  Mr.Colebrooke's  otherwise  most  accurate  calcnlationB, 
owing  to  a  aUcho'iiuunid  of  6ve  paieeriet,  (of  10  lb.  each,) 
being  tu  general  use  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Five  of 
these  mannds,  of  60  lb.  each,  make  a  iu»gy,  whidi  ie  the 
common  load  for  cattle  carrying  iron,  and  other  dead 
wei^ts.  Therefore,  if  we  estimate  the  general  burthen 
to  be  in  cutcha  (small)  mfcunds,  we  shall  find  the  result 
to  be  Dearer  the  ordinary  result,  than  when  we  take  SOO  lb. 
for  the  amount  of  a  load.  It  is  a  well-known  troth,  that 
a  {Hrivate  tent,  with  its  poles,  pins,  mallets,  and  bags,  is 
an  ample  load  for  any  ballock,  eno  in  its  dry  state,  and 
that,  when  wet,  it  must  be  a  choice  animal  that  is  compe- 
tent to  bear  it  for  even  a  very  few  miles." 

In  some  very  stony  parts,  it  is  usnal  to  shoe  the  bul- 
locks, as  practised  in  many  parts  of  England ;  but  in 
general  that  is  unnecessary.  To  the  saddles  and  pads 
there  must  be  proper  attention,  and  the  loads  should  be 
well  strapped  on.  Otherwise,  owing  to  the  skittiriiness 
of  the  cattle  in  India,  and  their  disposition  to  lie  down. 
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Tery  fr«quently,  in  a  day's  jouraey,  considerable  injury 
muBt  be  sastained  from  such  a  practice,  by  articleB  of 
.  lading  subject  to  breakage. 

Notwithstanding  such  a  propeoaity,  it  is  found,  that 
liquors  may  be  safely  conveyed  by  bullocks ;  but,  in 
order  to  bnsure  the  bottles  from  breaking,  every  one 
should  be  lashed  separate,  wrapping  round  it  a  smalt 
loose  band,  of  that  soft  kind  of  bemp  known  by  the 
name  oSpaut,  and  stitching  the  several  rounds  together  in 
the  same  manner  as  Florence  oil  flasks,  2cc.,  are  envelop- 
ed by  small  bands  of  fine  straw. 

The  paut  grows  in  every  part  of  the  country,  but 
chiefly  in  Bengal,  where  it  attains  to  a  considerable 
diameter,  perhaps  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  often  to  an 
height  of  eleven  or  twelve  feet.  In  1807,  was  presented 
to  the  Batb  Agricultural  Society,  a  specimen  of  paut, 
measuring  more  than  ten  feet  in  length.  This  was  the 
remainder  of  a  quantity  in  which  had  been  packed  some 
bottles  sent  from  Bengal,  and  it  had  never  been  so  much 
as  put  to  the  hackle. 

Nothing  is  so  eflTectual  as  this  materiftl  to  preserve 
bottles  from  fracture.  When  properly  wolded,  they  may 
either  be  packed  in  boxes,  &c.,  without  any  addition  of 
straw,  Sbc,  or  they  may  be  advantageously  put  into 
strong  bags  of  tav^f  and  thus,  with  seeming  negligence, 
be  carried  on  either  side  the  bullock.  This  mode  has 
been  found,  from  repeated  experiments,  to  be  by  far  the  . 
safest,  as  well  as  the  least  expensive,  and  best  suited  to 
the  animal.  The  necessity  for  boxes  is  thus  obviated, 
and  a  good  bullock  can  easily  carry  five  dozens  of  wine 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  for  any  number  of  miles,  that 
a  regiment  would  commonly  march. 

When  tents  are  carried  on  oxen,  it  is  necessary  to 
divide  the  load  as  equally  as  possible.      Those  which 
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cany  the  two^'o,  ought  not  to  be  eocambeced  with  Bul- 
lets, pins,  fitc.,  it  being  a  great  deaideratum  to  make  Bure 
if  practicaUe,  that  the  flies,  the  pole,  aad  a  certain  portion 
of  piaB,  toother  with  a  mallet  or  two,  anire  euly.  It  is 
of  leas  coDSeqaence  that  buUoclcB  beating  du  walls,  «a- 
tritijes,  &c.,  be  somewhat  later ;  since  raimng  the  _fiiet, 
which  is  thp  main  part  of  the  operation  of  pitching  the 
tent,  may  he  performed,  and  shelter  afforded,  before  the 
arrival  of  lJ|e  walls,  &c. 

Thoagh  a  very  large  stout  bullock  laay  bare  and  there 
be  found,  capable  of  carrying  a  pair  of  clothes-trunks,  with 
a  Btnall  cot  aibove  tJiem,  such  ma»t  not  be  generally  «x- 
peeted.  The  bwoks  will,  if  properly  constructed*  sit  close 
as  tibey  do  on  a  camel ;  but  the  cot  will  assuredly  swag, 
BO  as  to  cause  great  unsteadiness  of  gait,  and  subject  the 
•Aimal  to  <jia£e  under  the  pad.  Besides,  the  disposition 
of  moat  bullocks  is  aoch.  as  by  no  means  to  warraat  the 
lading  tbem  with  any  article  atUiject  to  great  injury 
fnm  a  fall. 

It  ktB  been  already  taid  that  the  bullock  is  the  worst 
kind  of  carriage  used  io  the  amy,  but  for  draught  it  is 
oaaentially  serrieeable.  Without  this  animal,  it  is  indeed 
dificalt  to  say  how  the  service  eoold  proceed  in  India.  A 
great  deal,  however,  depends  on  breed,  due  feeding,  and 
proper  exercise.  Only  certain  parts  of  tbe  country,  s«ch 
as  tke  Puiaeab  and  Siro•^•Saran  districts,  produce  oxen 
of  a  standard  sad  fratne  euitsd  to  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment. *  On  the  Bengal  Establishment  alone,  of  that  de< 
partmeot^fidl  five  thoasMtd  head  of  cattle  are  employed, 
besides  a  large  number  of  elephaats  and  camels,  allotted 
to  the  conreyance  of  camp  equipi^a. 

The  proportion  of  bullocks  allowed  for  the  draught  of 

field-pieces  of  tuioiis  calibres,  with  which  tbey  are  ex- 
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pected  to  keep  pace  with  the  ordinary  rate  at  which  troops 
march,  are  as  follow : — 


To 

ft  84  Pounder 

.        .        84  Bullock) 

.     18  Ditto      .... 

.       .        19  Ditto. 

18  Ditto       .... 

IS  IKito. 

6  Ditto     .... 

6  Diuo. 

3  Ditto     .... 

4  Ditto. 

8  InchHowitier 

14  Ditto. 

SjDitw     .... 

10  Ditto. 

4<[  Ditto     .... 

G  £Htto. 

Artificer's  Cart 

10  Ditto. 

Twrnbrel  .... 

.        .         6  Ditto. 

It  may  surprise  those  not  personally  acquainted  with  lo. 
dia,  to  leam  that  horses  are  very  tittle  employed  in  car- 
riages. It  has  been  already  shewn,  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  r^kantt  let  out  for  hire  about  Calcutta,  of  which 
some  are  drawn  by  one,  or  by  two  tattoos,  all  the  vehicles 
used  by  natives,  end  all  the  laborious  part  of  whatever 
relates  to  building,  trade,  and  agriculture,  are  consigned 
to  oxen.  Of  these  the  prices  are,  in  some  places,  so  low, 
that  a  small  pair,  fit  to  be  worked  at  a  well  in  a  gentle, 
man's  garden,  may  usually  be  bad  for  about  ten  rupees 
(26i.) ;  while  the  generality  of  husbandmen  rarely  pay 
more  than  six  rupees  06s.)  for  a  pair,  adequate  to  the  very 
insignificant  tillage  bestowed  on  the  soil. 

The  indigenous  breed  of  horses,  if  Bengal  can  boaat  of 
such,  is  remarkably  email,  hardy,  and  vicious.  It  may, 
however,  be  reasonably  doubted,  whether  this  breed, 
called  tattoos,  be  not  a  degenerate  race  from  some  supply 
.obtained,  at  a  very  remote  period,  from  Durbungah,  and 
the  districts  ranging  under  the  northerly  frontier.  That 
breed,  generally  distinguished  by  the  appellatioo  otteris- 
lahs,  is  again  questionable,  and  may,  in  all  probability,  be 
traced  to  the  tazees,  bred  in  the  Mahamttah  country,  and 
in  every  part  of  the  Punjab. 
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Considering  the  great  strength  and  peraaveraDce  of  tat- 
t9oi  in  general,  it  is  rather  surprising  that  they  are  not 
used  for  more  purposes,  than  merely  to  carry  a  load  on  a 
aarch,  or  to  coarey  some  infirm,  or  rather  affluent,  travel- 
ler, from  one  part  to  another.  As  few  castrations  take 
place  among  the  males,  and  the  sexes  intermix  without 
rectraint,  the  species  would  mtdtiply  rapidly,  were  it  not 
that  little  care  is  taken  of  the  pregnant  mares,  and  leas  of 
the  prt^ny ;  which  usually  has  to  shift  for  itself,  aad  to 
cut  its  own  grass  wherever  a  scanty  meal  may  be  obtaio- 
able.  A  selection  made  of  ttUtooi,  male  and  female,  fitted 
for  breeding  from,  would  furnish  a  supply  of  cattle,  far 
more  oseful  to  the  peaj^ant,  than  those  miserabty  defective 
oxen  which,  in  spite  of  the  professed  veneration  of  all 
Hindoos  towards  those  sacred  animals,  are  often  kept 
toiling  at  the  plough  till  nature  interposes  in  behalf  of  the 
worn-out  deity,  and  compels  the  reluctant  peasant  to  allow 
the  hour  of  dissolution  to  pass  on  in  peace. 

"Hie  Company,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  certain,  regular, 
and  efficient  supply  of  horses  for  cavalry  regiments,  have, 
for  about  seventeen  years  past,  maintained  an  establish- 
ment for  breeding,  from  select  mares,  in  North  Bahar. 
The  liberality  with  which  this  has  been  supported,  and  the 
admirable  selection  made  of  persona  for  the  management 
of  every  braacb,  should  give  the  most  favourable  result ; 
especially  as  the  spot  ch(wen  for  its  site  is  peculiarly  eli- 
gible in  point  of  grazing. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  expected  benefits 
hare  been  produced.  A  calculation,  made  about  the  year 
1794,  went  so  far  as  to  demonstrate,  that,  by  the  end  of 
the  twelfth  year,  full  fifteen  hundred  horses  would  annu- 
ally be  supplied  from  the  stud.  As  an  agency  still  exists 
for  the  purchase  of  cavalry  horses,  Uioi^h  the  whole 
strengUi  of  the  light  regiments  of  cavalry  do  not  exceed 
2x2 
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six  thounnd  hones,  ertn  inclnding  the  bodj-^ard,  die 
atud  ftppearb  by  no  means  competent  to  fumiih  one-fourth 
of  diet  nuttber  withio  tbe  year. 

The  htmot  of  Benghl  rarely  grow  to  the  height  of 
twelve  bands.  They  ue  slighUimbed,  and  oat-bamned  f 
bnt  carry  immenke  burtheng  4ariDg  a  day%  mitrcb,  and  are 
no  aooner  tamed  off,  haiing  their  fore-feet  tethered,  than 
a  general  war  s^ema  to  be  |>roclaimed  among  all  «f  tbem 
widtitt  tight  or  hearing.  Kicking  and  biting  are  the  or- 
der of  the  day ;  and  woe  betide  the  inoaatioas  wigfat  who 
should,  at  each  a  time,  approach  within  teach  of  their 
hee^. 

Few  tattooi  ever  have  the  bufuattty ;  a  peoulitr  break- 
ing OQt  about  the  legs,  (by  no  means  resembling  the 
giease,)  to  which  horKft,  in  general,  are  extremely  aubjcct 
tbronghont  the  low  coontriea  ;  espeoifiUy  if  their  stud> 
ing  be  not  renarkably  dry,  and  eierciae  given  in  propor- 
tion to  their  diowance  of  groM.  His  ia  &  species  of 
pulse,  growing  on  a  low  plant  of  the  tare  kind,  and 
commonly  aotd  at  about  a  rupee  per  mannd. 

Of  this  gram,  a  borae  will  eat  from  three  to  six  aeers, 
(of  2  lb.  each,)  according  to  hia  site  or  appetite  ;  htdf  in 
&e  morning,  and  hdf  at  night.  When  high  fed,  and  but 
little  rode,  tbe  most  valuable  horaea,  in  particular,  be- 
come victims  to  the  bursmitty,  which,  tiiough  disappear- 
ing in  epritig  and  aammer,  invariably  retwns,  and  gene- 
rally, with  increased  force,  during  every  rainy  season. 
No  cure  has  been  discovered  for  this  mioom  disease, 
tboogh  gentlemen,  of  eminent  diilitiea,  have  devoted 
their  attention  towards  its  eradication.  Its  ^^tement 
has,  hi  some  inatiuices,  been  effected ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing the  utmost  skill  and  perseveronoe,  tbe  Uotches  have 
returned,  in  ttrfSdent  ftrroe  to  saitisff  ell  medical  men. 
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that  no  decided  mode  of  treatment,  and  no  general  8pcci> 
fie,  has  hidierto  been  eatablUhed. 

The  exemption  oF  tattoo$,  ftr  the  moit  part,  from  bo 
formidable  a  diatampo',  seems  to  indioate  their  pecidiar 
fitneea  for  the  elimate.  It  matten  not  whether  natnre 
first  planted  them  on  the  soil,  or  whether,  by  long  conti- 
nnance,  they  hare  become  habitnated  to  it,  ao  completely 
as  to  defy  that  Tinilsnoe  with  which  the  climate  attacks 
strange  animali.  Wandering  among  the  puddles  and  jan- 
gles at  every,  season ;  end  snbsisting  on  the  TMoains  of 
temporary  verdnre ;  ultimately,  indeed,  browsing,  or  de> 
vouring  the  withered  long  grass;  these  useful  animals 
contract  no  disease,  sere  what  may  be  engendered  by 
such  absolute  scarcity  as  would  almost  starve  a  donkey. 

The  next  breed  of  horses,  in  point  of  strength  and  har- 
diness, is  the  taniam,  a  small  kind,  obviously  distinct  from 
all  the  other  breeds  of  India.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  Thibet 
and  Bootan  countries,  at  the  back  of  our  eastern  and 
northern  frontier,  alt  the  way  from  Assam  to  Sirinagur : 
allowing  for  the  intervention  of  the  Nepaul  Rsjah's  domi- 
nions. These  horses  are,  with  few  exceptions,  piebald ; 
though  a  few  are  seen  of  one  colour.  This  breed  are 
remarkably  stent,  hog>maned,  with  short  bushy  tails, 
very  short  necks  and  large  heads. 

The  Bootan  merchants,  who  come  down  yearly  with 
Tarions  articles  of  manufacture,  such  as  mate,  cloths.  Sic, 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind,  by  no  means  displeasing  in  their 
patterns,  commonly  lade  their  goods  upon  tanimi.  Of 
these  they  dispose,  ultimately,  for  a  small  sum,  perhaps 
from  twent^five  to  sixty  rupees  each ;  reserving,  however, 
a  few,  whei^on  to  transport  the  British  woollens,  and 
other  articles  they  obtain  from  the  produce  of  their  sales. 

Many  natives  of  Beugal,  in  good  circumstances,  who 
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arc  obligad  to  aUend  daily  at  particular  offices,  &c.  ride 
on  taniam:  which,  though  not  qui«t,  are  more  so  than 
tatlooi  in  general.  These  riders  abominate  a  trot,  as 
being  uneasy  and  heating:  and  not  one  of  them  would  so 
Isr  demean  hinuelf  as  to  be  §een  galloping.  Tbia  has 
given  rise  to  the  general  adopUon  of  that  unnatural,  but 
very  easy  pace  called  the  amble,  in  which  a  horse  moves 
the  fore  and  hinder  feet  of  the  same  side  at  one  time'  It 
is  singular  that  this  mode  of  going'  should  be  so  pleasaot 
in  a  horse,  when,  in  the  elephant,  whose  natural  mode  of 
gait  it  is,  there  should  result  from  it  the  only  inconve- 
nience with  which  the  motion  of  that  animal  is  attended. 

Taniatu  rarely  exceed  thirteen  hands  in  height,  but 
their  powers  are  extraordinary.  They  can  endure  great 
fatigue,  and,  though  by  no  means  sightly  in  a  chariot,  will 
perform  journeys  equal  to  what  might  be  expected  from 
larger  animals.  In  general  they  are  rather  fiery,  but,  by 
gentle  usage,  shew  sufficient  coolness  and  temper,  like 
most  mountain-bred  horses,  they  are  sure-footed,  and, 
left  to  themselves,  will  pick  the  best  rood  with  great  cir- 
cnmspection;  proceeding  at  an  easy  pace,  which  they 
maintain  for  many  hours.  No  breed  is  better  qualified 
for  drawing  a  light  small  chaise,  where  great  speed  is 
not  wanted ;  but  figure  must  be  out  of  the  question. 

The  Serinah,  or  DuriuitgoA  taue,  derives  its  name 
from  the  places  where  great  numbers  are  bred.  TIftse 
horses  are  generally  of  a  light  make,  and,  when  young, 
promise  to  torn  oat  well;  but,  approaching  their  full 
standard,  they  lose  many  good  points,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  become  rather  vicious.  They  are,  however,  ex- 
tremely serviceable  as  backs,  and  generally  mal(e  good 
hog-hunters.  Valuable  horses  are  occasionally  found 
among  thein. 
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There  tre  anDoal  h.\n,  called  maylmhi,  id  tbHoub  parts 
of  the  conotry,  where  the  horsee  of  this  breed  {teruiaJu,) 
are  exhibited  in  immense  nnmbere.  The  greater  part  of 
them  are  anDaally  exposed  at  Biuar,  aad  parcbesed  by 
natives,  either  for  U^eir  own  use,  or  for  re-sale  ia  various 
parts. 

The  price  of  a  teriisah  is  not  easily  named.  A  very 
large  portion  of  them  sell  for  less  than  one  hundred,  while 
some  reach  as  high  as  six  hundred  rupees.  A  hundred 
and  fifty  rupees  at  a  mediuig,  may  be  a  tolerably  accurate 
standard,  if  the  piuchaae  be  made  at  a  fair,  but,  if  second- 
hand, from  a  horse-dealer,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  per 
cent,  may  be  added.  Very  handsome  sets,  of  four  and 
six,  averaging  fifteen  hands  and  a  half,  have  been  pur- 
chased at  Buxar  for  about  two  hundred  rupees  each,  and 
re-sold,  to  friendt,  for  five  and  six  hundred,  a  few  weeks 
after. 

The  horses  in  highest  estimation  are  chiefly  imported 
from  the  Punjab,  and  Persia,  by  r^ular  dealers,  who 
come  down  annually  after  the  rains,  accompanied  by  many 
camels,  generally  of  an  excellent  breed;  which,  besides 
conveying  the  tents,  Slc.,  of  the  party,  bear  heavy  bur- 
thens of  shawls,  dried  fruits,  and,  occasionally  cats  of 
the  most  beantiful  description.  Such  gentlemen  as  wish 
for  horses  of  great  strength,  ordinarily  purchase  tooriati; 
which,  being  extremely  stout  and  phlegmatic,  answer  well 
for  persons  of  great  weight  and  of  a  timid  disposition. 

The  Persian  horses  have  generally  a  finer  shoulder,  and 
attMn  a  better  standard  than  the  AwrAy,  which  rarely 
measures  fifteen  hands,  and,  in  general,  may  be  about 
fourteen.  Both  kinds  are  remarkable  for  heavy,  lob-ears, 
and  are  always  well  advanced  in  years  before  they  are 
brought  for  sale.    Yet,  they  commonly  sell  for  eight 
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handled  or  a  tboiuand  rapeos,  and,  when  of  a  handsome 
colovF,  well  fotnaed,  and  of  a  good  siM,  will  {woduce  from 
fifteen  hundred  to  three  tbontand  rupees. 

Jliejungle-iaiee,  htmd  in  the  Punjab,  or  Seik  coantiy, 
is,  in  geaeral.  handsome  and  spirited.  These  are  brought 
at  an  earlier  age,  as  is  the  majeimis,  bred  in  the  same 
quarter,  and  usually  the  ofispring  of  a  jungk4wut  horse, 
and  a  Persian  or  toorhf  mare;  or  vtce  veri^  Both  these 
kinds  may  be  rated  as  rising  to  fall  fifteen  hands;  and 
their  prices  are  ususlly  on  apar  with  the  toorky. 

It  ia  highly  necessary,  when  purchasing  of  a  naUTe 
dealer,  to  look  very  accurately  into  every  matter  relatii^ 
to  souudaess  and  quietaess.  Those  dealers,  who  are  ex- 
cellent jockies,  administer  such  doses  of  opium  to  tiwir 
vicious  catUe,  as  cause  them  for  a  while  to  appear  pre- 
emioently  passive:  a  circumstance  easily  detected,  by 
insisting  on  the  animal  being  left  under  charge  of  the  pur- 
chaser's own  lyce  (groom)  for  a  day  or  two  before  the 
money  is  paid. 

Id  bargains  with  European  gentlemen,  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  are  generally  free  from  di^ise,  but,  when 
native  is  opposed  to  native,  the  affiiir  is  conducted  with 
much  assumed  mystery.  A  cloth  is  laid  over  the  knees 
of  the  seller  and  purchaser,  as  tbey  squat  eti  a  vtt  on  the 
ground  close  together,  and  the  hoohdl  introduced  and  re- 
sorted to  whenever  any  little  di&rence  takes  place.  At 
other  times,  the  parties  have  each  one  band,  generally 
the  right,  under  the  cloth,  when,  by  means  of  pressures  on 
the  palms,  which  denote  hundreds  and  of  the  fingers, 
which  denote  in  their  due  order  20,  40,  60,  and  80.  they 
soon  come  to  a  mutual  understanding.  This  afiectation 
ia  sometimes  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  nearly  a 
whole  day  has  passed  in  keeping  up  the  farce,  though 
afterwards  it  was  divulged  as   a  great  secret,  that  the 
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-  baigau)  h«d  been  Btad«  daring  tbe  fint  five  miBntes ;  but 
-the  seller  was  desirons  to  uphold  a  character  for  being 
very  tenaciouB  of  the  sum  originally  demanded. 

Almoat  every  ligbt-coloured  hone>  such  as  a  grey,  or 
a  dun,  has  its  tail  stained  for  many  inches  near  the  tip 
with  ttdndy,  '(Amna,)  aa  used  by  tbe  ladies  of  Hindoostan. 
A  ring  of  the  same  is  generally^  added  abont  two  inches 
above,  and  the  same  in  depth.  From  the  inconvenience 
end  heat  which  attend  tbe  retention  of  foil  manes,  which 
ar»  oonsidered  indispensable  towards  the  beauty  of  a 
horse,  it  is  osoal  to  braid  them  with  silk  or  thread  ties  of 
various  colours,  <^iefiy  red  or  yellow.  The  practice  has 
certainly  the  intended  effect,  but  causes  a  large  portion 
of  the  mane  to  fell  off.  The  hair  of  the  tail  is  never  cut 
for  a  native,  and  but  rarely  for  an  European ;  on  account 
of  the  millions  of  gad-^es,  which,  but  for  such  a  de- 
fence, would  irritate  the  animal  greatly,  and  occasion 
him  to  fall  off,  both  from  his  condition  and  his  food. 

Stables  for  horses  should  be  amply  spacions,  and 
covered  with  thatch  inatead  of  tiles,  which  throw  too 
great  heat  into  the  interior.  The  head-ropes,  which  com- 
monly branch  oat  from  the  head<etall  in  difierent  direc- 
tions angularly  forward,  ought  to  be  substantial  and  ra. 
ther  long.  The  heel-ropes  onght  to  be  full  twenty  feet 
long,  and  kept  a  little  off  the  ground,  by  a  small  bar  or 
prop,  to  prevent  their  being  rotted  by  the  wet.  One  end 
of  each  heel-rope  is  furnished  with  a  loop  of  rather  thin- 
ner, and  softer  rope,  plaited  flat,  so  as  not  to  injure  the 
pastern,  round  which  it  loops  on.  But  for  such  preven- 
•tives,'  the  tycei  dare  not  nib  down  their  cattie;  which 
would,  besides,  fight  desperately,  unless  thus  restrained. 

Stalls  of  plank  are  by  no  means  suited  to  the  climate, 
nor  would  they  offer  any  defence  against  the  horses  of 
'India,  very  few  of  which  are  castrated.     The  best,  but. 
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at  the  same  tune,  a  very  iaBufficiuit  precantion,  ia  to 
place  BwiQgin(t  ban  between  the  hones  severally.  Even 
these  are  no  restraint,  except  they  confine  a  hone,  sboold 
he  get  loose ;  a  circumstance  instantly  announced  by  the 
uproar  occasioned  by  such  a  rare  accident 

From  the  extreme  danger  to  whioh  horaea  are  subjected 
by  the  frequency  of  fires,  every  stable,  especially  if 
thatched,  should  have  a  range  of  water-pots  pkced 
along  the  ridge.  These  should  always  be  kept  full  of 
water,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  men  eenfalip  to  sprinkle  the 
thatch,  and  to  extinguish  whatever  flakes  may  fall  upon 
it.  Should  the  thatch  itself  accidentally  take  fire,  before 
any  pereon  can  mount  to  distribute  the  water,  then  the 
pots  should  be  broken,  by  means  of  clods,  poles,  or  what* 
ever  means  may  offer  nnder  such  emergency. 

The  hor8&.dealers  from  the  Punjab  and  Persia,  may  be 
said  to  lay  the  Company's  provinces  under  annual  contri- 
bution. It  is  ascertained,  that,  one  year  with  anoth^, 
they  take  back  hills,  cash,  or  goods,  (generally  the  for- 
mer,) to  the  full  amount  of  four  lacs  of  rupees  (&0,000£). 
For  this  they  deliver  from  five  to  six  hundred  horses,  of 
which  nine  in  ten  are  aged,  some  dried  fruits,  Persian 
cats  and  shawls,  the  whole  intrinsic  value  of  which,  or 
at  least  the  prime  cost  and  duties  payable  on  the  way, 
canoot  exceed  one-fourth  of  that  snm.  The  duties,  in- 
deed, which  are  rigorously  exacted  by  varioua  petty 
princes,  &c.,  through  whose  territories  they  must  pass, 
form  the  greater  portion  even  of  that  share  of  the  booty. 
Yet  do  the  venerable  dealers  in  horse-flesh  always  plead 
poverty,  and  that  they  have  made  so  very  bad  a  trip,  that, 
on  their  return  home,  their  uSain  must  go  to  ruin.  They 
make  a  shift,  however,  to  come  down,  year  aiW  year, 
though  professing  to  buy  and  sell  to  so  much  loss. 

In  selling  horses,  it  is  customary  to  describe  their  seve- 
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ral  casts,  the  same  as  those  of  the  people  of  India ;  thna, 
an  auctioneer  advertiBea  a  toorkj/,  or  a  vuijermU  of  high 
cast,  to  be  sold  on  such  a  day.  The  term  may,  however, 
be  considered  as  rather  technical  and  arbitrary  in  its 
meaaing. 

The  extravagant  price  to  which  all  articles  of  horse 
ruinitnre  have  at  times  risen  in  India,  operated  as  a  consi- 
derable injury  to  the  European  manu&cturer,  (who  rarely 
makes  much  profit  on  goods  intended  for  exportation,)  for 
within  the  last  forty  years,  numbers  of  persons,  both  Eu- 
ropean and  native  have  established  themselves  as  saddlera 
and  harness-makers.  At  first  they  were  apt  much  en- 
couraged, from  a  belief  very  generally  prevalent^  that 
leather  tanned  in  India  was  inferior  to  that  exported  from 
Eftgland. 

It  was.  however,  soon  ascertained  that  the  bark  of  the 
baubool  [pamota)  was  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  oak; 
and  that  the  leather  thus  prepared  by  several  Europeans, 
who  had  constructed  tanpits  on  a  large  scale,  was  equal 
to  what  the  ships  conveyed  to  lD<Ua,  and  full  fifty  per  cent. 
cheaper.  Thenceforward,  all  the  leatber-work  of  carriages 
built  in  India,  some  of  which  might  vie  with  any  to  be 
seen  in  Europe,  was  done  with  country  hides.  Shoe- 
makers, both  European  and  native,  resorted  to  the  same 
means  of  supply,  and  offered  both  boots  and  shoes  of  the 
best  prepared  leather,  the  want  of  which  had,  for  a  long 
time,  caused  the  very  neat  shoes  made  for  about  a  shil- 
ling the  pair,  by  the  latter  class,  to  be  held  in  little  esti- 
ination. 

Saddlers  and  hamess-makera  have  appeared,  whose 
labours  have  proved  eminently  valuable ;  their  materials 
and  their  work  being  alike  excellent.  This  must,  how- 
ever, be  understood  of  articles  manufactured  from  leather 
tanned  in  a  regular  manner,  and  not  of  that  paltry  brown 
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paper-like  rubbish  mannfactured  ia  pots  and  puis  l^  in- 
digcDt  natives.  Tbeee  often  work  up  a  ekio  within  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  it  has  been  stripped  from  aome 
starved  sheep,  or  goat.  This  leather  may  always  be  dis- 
tinguished by  a  narrow  streak  of  white,  that  is,  of  raw 
hide,  remaining  in  the  middle  of  its  thickness. 

Saddles  made  of  such  crude  materials,  but  in  eray 
other  respect  by  no  means  to  be  condemned,  may  be  had 
at  Monghyr,  where  also  bits  and  bridles  are  made,  with 
singular  neatness,  for  about  ten  nipeea  (twenty-five 
■hillings).  Those  of  superior  materials,  and  made  under 
the  iospectton  of  an  European,  will  cost  full  as  mnch,  or 
perhaps  more,  than  the  sums  ordinarily  paid  in  London 
for  saddled,  &c,  of  prime  quali^,  and  highly  finished. 

The  climate  is  extremely  adverse  to  the  tanner,  who 
cannot  easily  obtain  raw  hides,  because  the  consumption  of 
beef  and  mutton  is  confined  to  the  European  and  Maho- 
medan  population.  He  has  also  great  difficulty  in  con- 
veying the  skins  to  the  pits,  before  the  commencement  of 
(ermentatioa  may  become  obvious,  and  disqnalify  diem 
for  the  purpose. 

A  person  who  quitted  India  about  forty  years  ago,  when 
the  generahty  of  articles  of  almost  every  description  in 
use  among  Europeans,  were  sent  from  England ;  and 
when  (Hily  one  or  two  European  tailors  were  to  be  seen 
in  all  Bengal ;  when,  also,  a  newspaper  was  scarcely  in 
existence, — would  now,  on  landing  in  that  country,  be 
astonished  at  the  improvements  made  in  various  branches 
of  manufacture.  He  would  contemplate  the  advance 
made  in  the  mechanical  arts  as  the  certain  forerunner  of 
independence.  He  would  view  also  the  several  news- 
papers published  at  Calcutta,  (besides  magazines,  Scc.,) 
whose  columns  teem  with  advertisements  on  a  large  scale, 
as  the  paramount  results  of  great  enterprise,  founded  npwi 
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extenBive  cftpitds,  ancl  backed  by  m  almost  unlimited 
cradjt.  As  the  type  is  nther  larga,  the  expeose  of  «d- 
TcrtiseiMBtB  mut,  is  sotne  greet  houses,  prove  a  coiiapi- 
coons  item  uaong  the  disbunements. 

Id  thia  respect,  tie  Hiadoostanee,  or  rather  the  Per- 
sian, neirspapers  are  miserably  deficient;  as,  indeed, 
they  art  in  whatever  iriioiild  belong  to  a  publicaticHi  de- 
voted to  the  important  purposes  of  mercantile,  or  of  pdi- 
tieal  intelligeDce.  Far  from  containing  a  single  adver- 
tisemant,  or  from  oommonicating  any  matter  relative  to 
tbe  arts,  these  builetins,  for  they  are  no  better,  are  pen- 
ned by  persons  about  tbe  eereral  native  courts,  according 
to  tiM  whim  of  a  aycophant,  or  to  the  mere  tattle  in  the 
adjarbs  of  a  city.  They  are  often  manafactured  hundreds 
of  miles  from  the  places  whence  they  are  supposed  to 
Msanata,  sod  contain  accounts  of  battles  and  si^es,  ca- 
pitvlatioaB  and  defeats,  balta  and  mardiM,  koowu  only 
to  the  hbricators. 

There  being  no  preaaes  in  use  among  ihe  natives,  every 
conrmnnicatioD,  whether  private  or  public,  must  be  in 
manuscript.  Hence,  tiie  profession  of  scribe  yields  in 
some  places  no  bad  livelihood ;  especially  at  Delhi, 
which,  being  the  ancient  seat  of  govermnent,  and  the 
immediate  residence  of  a  nominal  king,  commonly  ciikd 
the  Great  Mogul,  supplies  every  quarter  of  India  with 
JIAan,  <newspapws,)  writteu  in  the  Peman  language 
and  character,  on  long  narrow  slips  of  a  paper  mann&c- 
tnred  in  India,  either  from  bsoaboos,  reeds,  or  cotton- 
iTOoL  These  slips,  rolled  up  to  about  an  inch  in  width, 
are  enclosed  in  a  small  cover  pasted' together,  and  de- 
spatched to  the  severs!  quarters  of  lEudoostan. 

Wiftin  the  last  thirty  years,  the  nmnber  of  servants 
employed  by  the  Company  has  be«i  greatly  augmented  ; 
not  only  on  aecnuot  «f  iheir  estenaion  of  temtory,  but 
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ID  consequence  of  the  very  judicious  sepantioD  of  two 
offices,  incompatible  to  be  held  by  the  same  iadivitjual. 
The  collector  ia  now,  except  in  a  very  few  ziiiaht  of  less 
note,  confined  to  the  collection  of  the  revenoes,  having 
onder  him  one  or  more  assistants,  according  to  the  extent 
of  bis  district. 

The  whole  of  the  judicial  proceedings  are  under  cog- 
nizance of  a  judge,  who,  aided  by  bis  register^  decides 
civil  causes  between  parties  residing  within  hia  jurisdic- 
tion ;  while  the  criminal  catalogue  is  handed  over  to  a 
court  composed  of  natives  versed  in  the  Mahomedan  and 
Hindoo  laws,  though  the  former  are,  generally,  the  guide. 
Three  of  the  Company^s  servants  of  long  standing,  baviog 
likewise  under  them  a  secretary,  or  register,  superintend 
the  proceedings  of  these  native  judges. 

Such  tribunals  are  established  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  particularly  at  Calcutta,  Moorshedabad,  Dacca, 
Patna,  Benares,  and  in  the  Ceded  Provinces,  under  the 
names  of  Provincial  Courts  of  Appeal  and  Circuit.  There 
are,  besides,  judges,  each  having  a  register  and  an  assis- 
tant, stationed  at  Benares,  Moorshedabad,  Patna,  and 
Dacca,  for  the  especial  purpose  of  administering  justice, 
and  for  tbe  correction  of  abuses  within  those  cities. re- 
spectively. 

He  difference  made  by  the  conduct  of  the  British 
govemuent,  in  suppressitig  an  iaimeose  number  of  far- 
mers on  the  large  scale,  and  of  middle-men  who  again 
stood  between  those  farmers  and  the  peasants,  has  been 
In  many  places,  the  lands  are  now  in  the  pos- 
i  of  an  industrious  population,  holding  them  from 
the  renters,  or  proprietors  of  villages  snd  small  talooks, 
consisting  of  perbaps  three  or  four  thousand  bigaht. 
The  revenaes  are  thus  rendered  far  more  easy  of  collec- 
tion, and,  conse<]ueutly,  more  certain ;  it  being  now  the 
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iDtereat  of  every  honeat  renter  to  be  rorthcoming  with 
his  rents  at  the  office  of  the  collector,  at  the  several 
perioda  when  they  should  be  paid. 

Those  periods  are  not  equidistaDt,  as  in  England ;  but 
generally  settled  for  the  conveoieace  of  the  tenaatSf  as 
their  several  crops  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  b^ 
come  marketable.  The  division  is  by  a  certain  number 
of  annas,  or  sixteenths,  in  each  rupee,  payable  at  particu- 
lar seasons ;  allowance  being  made  for  the  dtflTerent 
species  of  grain,  &c.,  cultivated.  There  being  no  har- 
vest of  grain  from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  be- 
ginning of  March,  the  collections  generally  fall  light  in 
the  intermediate  months;  but  about  April  and  May,  a 
large  portion  nsnally  becomes  payable,  and  again,  in 
Bengal,  afler  the  rice  iB  harvested.  On  the  whole,  the 
rent  may  be  commonly  taken  at  four  instalments,  two  of 
which  are  considerable,  and  two  of  smaller  portiona  of 
the  rupee. 

The  heavy  kitti,  or  collections,  of  Bengal,  are  fmn 
August  to  January,  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  rent;  the  great  crops  in  that  quarter  being  cut 
after  the  rains.  The  graS  kiiis,  which  include  the  ruhbee^ 
or  small  harvest  of  white-corn,  sugar.  See.,  come  in  be- 
tween January  and  the  beginning  of  May.  The  fruits, 
fish,  Sic.,  from  April  to  July.  In  Bengal,  the  year  be- 
gins in  April ;  in  Bahar,  in  September.  All  the  oollcc.^ 
tionsare  made  In  money.  Mr.  Grant,  formerly  collector 
iff  Bhauglepore,  published  a  small  tract  on  the  subject  of 
the  revenues,  which  may  be  strongly  recommended  to 
the  reader. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that,  however  beneficial  the  existing 
system  may  be,  and  however  equitable  the  arrangemoits 
made  under  the  Mocurrery  settlement  have  proved  them- 
selves, still  the  Company  are  not  likely  to  be  benefited 
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in  proportion  to  (he  usidaity  4iay  have  diiplayed^or  to 
the  tendemeaa  with  which  the  rights  of  their  sabjecta 
have  been  regarded. 

Tfaia,  however,  ia  certain;  that,  aooonUng  as  the  enter- 
prise of  indiridaals  may,  by  degrees,  give  additioiial 
vdae  to  Uw  soil,  by  ib  iBmense  increase  of  expoitatioB, 
fnma  various  parts  of  the  eomtry,  of  a  million  <^  eonuso- 
dities,  tiU  lately,  either  ankoown  or  nnheeded,  so  will 
ttie  duties  eolleoted  at  the  several  ciokie$,  (cnstoiiiJioQse 
stations,)  and  at  the  several  ports,  together  with  the 
demand  for  Britiati  manobetares,  be  proptHTtionally  aag- 
mented. 

It  shoald  be  very  geneially  made  known,  that  the 
Company  receive  into  ^eir  treasury  all  the  reaUzed  pro- 
pMty  of  persons  demisiag  in  India,  nader  letters  of  ad- 
miiustration,  or  asder  the  acts  of  executors,  ddy  acknow- 
ledged ttod  certified  by  Ute  supreme  conrts  of  justice  at 
the  several  presidencies.  This  effectually  aecures  the  u- 
tsnat  persons  in  Eorope  nay  have  in  the  estates  of 
fttends,  Sec,  itying  in  India.  So  rigidly  is  this  observed, 
that  tlw  relatives  of  any  private  soMier  may  folly  ascer- 
tain how  his  property,  if  any,  has  been  disposed  of,  and 
receive  whatever  suau  may  be  forthcoming  frow  the 
sale  of  his  e&cts,  &c. 

Sooh  a  measare  fully  guards  the  t»iDcipal  of  any  evra 
left  in  the  Company's  treasury.  At  the  sane  time,  the 
most  pleasing  fiiciltty  is  given  to  individuals  thatf-  eD> 
ahling  them,  or  dieir  sttomies,  to  receive  the  interest, 
either  at  the  pesideni^,  or  in  the  wut^iutd,  (that  is, 
from  the  collectors,)  as  may  be  convenient;  but  sodi  can 
(Bily  begone  uadcr  a  specific  power  of  aittoni^. 

The  geaendity  of  traden,  who  resort  to  distant  inland 
markets,  near  whidi  to  leside,  or  who  in  CsvonraUe  sitv- 
•tioiis,  become  contpicaoaB  as  nsMifeotarere,  whether  of 
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tndigo,  cloth,  ugarf  Slc,  hare  inTarmbly  lonw  coiuiec- 
tion  with  oDe  or  more  agaDcy-houei  at  the  pnaidency. 
Od  these  .they  draw  their  biUs,  geoen^y  for  faypothe- 
oated  cargoes,  sent  from  the  maoa&ctory,  either  to  be 
sold  by  then,  or  to  be  shipped  for  Europe.  This,  under  a 
pure  agency,  is  unezoeptionsble,  provided  the  firm  rests 
on  the  broad  basis  of  absolute  property,  imd  does  not 
play  with  the  cask  belonging  to  its  less  specalative  con- 
stituents. Such  may  be  said  to  be  merely  the  bankers  of 
those  whose  conugnmenta  they  receive,  and  transmit  to 
En^and,  without  participating  in  tke  adventure  ;  bat 
confining  themselves  to  a  stipnlated  per  ceotage  on  the 
amounts  of  invoices,  accordhig  to  the  scale  in  common 
use. 

Agency-kousea  are  not  confined  to  British  subjects. 
The  Portuguese*  the  Armenians,  the  Greeks,  uid  oUwn, 
fona  a  portion  of  several  firms  of  great  respectabili^ ; 
or,  at  least,  o(  those  companies  which,  under  diflferent 
designations,  insure  the  greater  part  of  the  vessels,  wluch 
eUhei  sail  firom  India  to  Europe  direct,  or  tn^eree  the 
Indian  seas,  according  to  the  state  of  the  monsoons; 
carrying  on  a  lucrative  trade  among  the  several  Asiatic 
ports. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  that  persons  devoting -their 
whde  attention  to  the  concerns  of  others,  in  such  a  tAi. 
mate,  aod  whoe  the  ezpeoces  are  very  great,  and  from 
which  it  is  an  object  with  most  adventurers,  and  specula- 
tors,  to  retire  with  a  competency  for  some  enjoyments 
doling  the  decline  of  life,  are  to  be  remunerated  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  they  had  merely  to  attend  tlwir 
counting-bouses  in  Lond<m  for  a  very  few  hours  daily. 
The  Indian  agent  must  keep  a  lai^  establishment  of  sir- 
tart,  podart,  8ic.,  and  must  maintain  extensive  connec- 
tions in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Nay,  he  is  often 
2   L 
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expected  to  hare  tn  apartment,  oc  two,  in  hit  dwdling, 
devoted  to  the  acoonaoDodalion  of  inch  of  his  ootuitiy 
correspondsatt  a*  ma;  ocoanooaUy  viait  the  pretidencj. 

Gombioing  ill  these  ctrcnrostances,  his  charges  for 
oomniuioD  ought  to  be  snch  u,  among  va,  mmld  appear 
eittnTagantly  high.  The  ume  causes  i^)erate  towaids 
raising  the  expences  of  a  suit  in  the  supreme  coort  of 
jadkatare  equally  above  those  of  the  Bntlsh  conrts; 
thongh  the  latter  are  certainly  Ingh  enough. 

The  terms  of  reoeini^,  or  paying  money,  in  exchange 
with  Burope,  Chins,  or  other  parts,  are  completely  arbi- 
trary ;  being  governed  aoUy  by  the  value  of  money  to 
any  particular  fiim  at  the  time  of  negotiating.  There  have 
been  instances  of  some  fiims  declining  to  offer  more  than 
two  shillingatend  sixpence  for  a  sicca  rupee,  bills  being 
given  payable  at  six  mopths  afWr  sight  in  Europe,  while 
Others,  whose  stability  appeared  equally  solid,  offoed 
two  shillings  and  ninepence  for  the  same  acconunodatioa 

In  point  of  commerce,  Calcutta  may,  perhaps,  be  pro- 
perly  classed  with  Bristol ;  making  this  allowaace,  that 
what  the  former  wants  in  the  number  of  vessels  employed, 
is  made  up  by  their  avenge  tonnage  being  considerHUe^ 
and  the  value  of  their  cargoes  far  superior.  The  length  of 
the  voyage  must  likewise  be  taken  into  oonnderation.  A 
vessel  may,  during  profound  peace,  make  three  voyages 
within  twelve  months,  from  Bristol  to  America,  or  the 
West  Indies,  and  back  again,  and  the  same  either  to  the 
Baltic,  or  to  the  Levant:  whereas,  few  Indiamen  make 
more  than  one  return  to  their  moorings  in  the  Thames 
nnder  fifteen  months;  the  majority  are  out  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  months. 

Hence,  all  oar  British  porta  iqipear  more  crowded, 
taking  the  year  round,  than  Calcutta,  which,  from  July 
,to  Novanber,  or  even  to  Jannaiy,  often  presents  a  forest 
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of  masts ;  vhile,  daring  tlie  lest  of  the  year,  only  aach 
vessels  u  may  be  under  repair,  orhava  lost  their  aeasoD, 
or  beat  up  the  bay  against  the  monsoon^  are  to  be  seen  in 
the  Hver. 

It  has  been  already  explained,  that,  during  half  the 
year,  that  is,  from  about  the  middle  of  March  to  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  the  wind  is  southerly,  but  then  gradu- 
ally changes  to  the  northward,  from  which  quarter  it  blows 
regularly  for  abouf  five  months,  when  it  again  gradually 
reen  about  to  the  southward.  This  'gives  name  to  the 
northerly  and  southerly  monsconi,  of  which  all  navigaton 
study' to  take  advanti^e.  Going  with,  or  against  the 
moHtoon,  from  Calcntta  to  Madias,  or  vice  ven&,  often 
makes  the  difierenoe  of  full  five  or  six  weeks,  sometimes 
more ;  the  trip  beingvery.  commonly  made  in  a  week  with 
the  moHsoon;  but,  against  it,  sometimes  occupying  no 
less  than  three  months. 

Few  ships  m^e  more  than  one  trip  within  the  year,  be- 
tween Malabar  and  China,  on  account  of  the  monwim;  bat 
between  the  intermediate  porta  from  Bombay  to  Calcntta, 
two  trips  may  be  considered  the  average.  Daring  the 
wars  with  Hyder,  and  his  son  Tippoo,  vessels  made  four 
trips  within  the  year,  from  Bengal  to  Madias ;  but  such 
most  not  be  considered  a  fair  standard,  three  being  oon- 
sidered  a  great  exertion. 

The  town  of  Calcutta^  which  is  estimated  at  a  population 
of  a  hundred  thousand  souls,  whereof  not  more  then  <me 
thousand  are  British,  is  situated  very  advantageously  for 
commerce.  The  Hoogly,  navigable  for.  ships  of  a  thou- 
sand tons,  at  least  thirty-five  miles  above  Calcutta,  com- 
municates with  the  Ganges,  by  means  of  the  Cossimbaaar 
river,  and  has  commnnications  with  the  wfaele  of  the  Sun- 
derbuttd  Passages,  either  through  Tolley's  Canal,  the 
creek  balled  Chingrah  Nullah,  or  the  soutiiem  passage, 
21.2 
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Uiroagh  Channel  C^eek.  This  is  adopted  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  vessels  conveying  rice  and  salt  from  the  Soon- 
derbunds.  These  Tessels  are  of  a  very  stout  construction, 
suited  to  those  wide  expanses  of  water  they  croaa  in  that 
very  hexardous  line  of  navigation. 

The  average  depth  of  water,  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
^e  eastern  baok^  on  which  Calcutta  ranges  for  several 
miles,  (including  the  suburbs  up  to  the  Maharrattah 
Ditch,)  is  from  six  to  eight  &thonis  when  the  tide  is  out. 
At  particular  places,  the  water  deepens  very  suddenly, 
but,  in  nest  parts,  a  shelf,  abounding  with  mud,  runs 
out  for  sixty  or  seventy  yards,  down  to  low  water  waA, 
where  the  bank  falls  oS,  so  that  ships  of  any  baithen 
may  moor  within  a  very  few  yards.  The  great  front  thus 
given  to  the  town,  affords  innumerable  facilities  to 
those  concerned  in  shipping ;  especially  as  the  custom- 
house, which  is  on  the  quay  belonging  to  the  old  fort, 
stands  nearly  centrical,  in  respect  to  the  European  po- 
pulation. 

The  domet,  which  are  small  craft  intended  for  the  coast- 
ing trade  carried  on  principally  by  native  merchants, 
oonunonly  lie  higher  up,  opposite  the  Chitpore  m'Auf.  or 
temple.  There,  in  tiers,  much  the  same  as  the  shipping 
in  the  Thames,  these  pariah  vessels  present  a  contrast 
with  the  superb  edifices  under  British  management,  and 
at  once  characterise  not  only  the  ignorance,  but  the  nar- 
row minds  of  their  owners. 

Few  doma  measure  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty 
tons,  or  have  more  than  two  masts.  Stoops  are  by  tu 
most  common,  and  the  generality  are  equipped  with  coir 
cordage,  as  well  as  with  country-made  canvass. 

The  greater  portion  of  these  vessels  either  return  in 
ballast,  after  delivering  their  cargoes  of  rice,  at  various 
porta  in  the  Northern  Sircars,  or,  in  the  Camatic ;  or  they 
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Itrii^  light  caigoes,  composed  chie6y  of  coir  and  comim. 
from  the  Sechelles  and  Maldivin.  To  these  they,  also, 
now  aad  then,  make  a  bold  voyage,  at  bvourable  sea- 
Bons,  with  small  inroices  of  cooise  cottoiu,  fit  for  the  use 
of  those  ialanderH, 

Here,  and  there,  we  see  a  ^mty  with  some  European 
on  board  to  navigate  her ;  bnt  only  natives'  are  generally 
employed ;  and  the  Earope-ahips,  which  arrive  with 
crews  from  their  respective  countries,  are  often  compelled 
to  take  a  portion  of  lascars  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  those  who  survive  the  pestilential  miasma,  to 
which  they  are  so  inconsiderately,  or,  more  properly, 
inhumanly,  subjected,  while  lying  at  Diamond-Harbonr, 
&c.  Those  who  escape  with  their  lives,  are  usually 
much  weakened  by  severe  attacks  of  the  ague,  which 
they  rarely  lose,  till  relieved  by  an  alterative  course  of 
mercury,  in  conjunction  with  the  change  of  air  experi- 
enced by  getting  out  to  sea. 

Oo  the  navigation  from  Europe  to  India,  a  project  has 
been  entertained,  the  success  of  which  will  greatly  faci- 
litate the  intercourse  between  Britain  and  her  remote 
dependencies.'  I  refer  to  the  steam  vessel  just  now 
(March  1825)  on  its  departure,  and  wbicb  is  expected 
to  reach  Calcutta  in  two  months  from  the  time  of  her 
quitting  the  shores  of  England. 

Another  project  very  lately  proposed  to  the  public, 
should  it  succeed  as  there  is  good  reason  to  desire  and 
expect,  would  tend  in  an  incalculable  degree  to  promote 
an  improved  and  industtioua  cultivation  of  the  soil  of 
British  India,  by  justly  remunerating  the  free  labourer, 
and  securing  the  fair  returns  of  honourable  commerce. 
I  refer  to  the  Benoal  Suoab  Company,  which  pro- 
poses '*  to  establish  in  the  most  suitable  provinces,  under 
the  soperiateodence  of  persons    acquainted  with    the 
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proeen  adopted  in  dw  West  IndiM^  Uatanes,  ftmusbed 
wiA  the  most  ai^irorad  appiratus  made  ok  of  there  ; 
and  without  interfering  with  the  cuUiration  of  the  land, 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  sngar  b;^  moderate  cash  ad* 
vanceB  to  the  netires,  in  anticipation  of  their  crops." 
lite  nme  result  may  be  fairly  expected  from  the  opera.- 
tioDB  of  the  Febb  Suoab  Comtatfh  i  which  is  designed 
to  encoatage  "  the  cultiTatofs  of  sugar  by  free  laboor, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  which  are  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  that  article ;  to  those  in  the  West  Indies  and  America, 
no  less  than  to  those  in  the  East  Indies  and  Africa,  who 
shall  exclusively  employ  free  labour  io  its  production." 

And  now  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  to  ctmdude  this  uo- 
aroidably  miscellaneous,  yet,  I  trust,  not  uninteresting, 
TC^sme,  without  recurring  once  more  to  its  ptiucipal 
object ;  the  communication  of  knowledge  the  most  im- 
portant for  a  yonng  adventurer  to  British  India,  Further 
to  promote  the  essential  object  of  such  a  work  as  the 
present,  I  refer  to  a  variety  of  regulations  enforced  by  the 
orders  of  the  Directors,  or  of  lite  Indian  Government.* 
Nor  iwn  I  withold  from  the  cadet,  ardoit  and  inexperi- 
enced, the  salutary  counsels  of  Colonel  rVugent,  the  result 
of  long  and  accurate  observation.  I  quote  the  following 
letters  iirom  the  life  of  that  distinguisbed  officer  in  the 
"  East  India  Military  Calendar." 

Lettbb  I. 
"  I  know  you  will  ezcnse,  as  your  friend  and  kinsman, 
my  offering  you  my  advice  as  to  your  conduct  in  the  line 
of  life  you  have  now  entered.  Yon  must  be  extremely 
guarded  and  csrefiilin  your  conduct  during  the  passage  to 
India,  as  a  man's  character,  from  observation  made  by  his 

■  Sm  Appendix.    N<>  HI- 
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rfiifwtef,  frequently  lands  with  him,  and  either  advanoaB 
Ot-  diuiniflbBi  his  prosptots  of  ■socms .  in  -  the  service,  u 
it  may  prpve  true.  No  penon  cab  bear  a  better  character 
than  the  Captain  yoa  are  going  ont  with ;  bat  geotieneo 
vt  his'sttuatioDiare  apt  to  require  more  respect  and  consi- 
deration than  people  are  in  general  diapoaed  to  yield  to  an 
iDdividoal  to  whom  they  pay  a  sam  of  money  to  be  al- 
lowed toait  at  his  table.    Pnt  ereiy  cenaidenlioiiof  that 

kmd  ont  of  your  mind,  and  treat  Captain      with 

the  same  degree  of  respect  as  .if  he  were  Captain  of  « 
line  of  battle  ship,  md  you  had  not  paid  lum  c»te  brthing 
for  your  passage.  You  have  been  strongly  recommended 
to  him  by  two  of  his  moat  particular  friends,  and  I  am 
cotain,  if  on  any  occasion  you  ask  his  advice,  he  will 
readily  afford  it,  and  in  every  way  in  his  power  promote 
yonr  accommodation  on  board  his  ship.  The  captains  of 
the  regular  ships  are  very  often  questioned  by  the  governor 
of  the  settlement  where  they  anive,  as  to  the  conduct  of 
their  passengers.  Yon  see,  therefore,  how  mach  will 
depend  on  his  good  report. 

'"  Yoa  will  have-on  boaid  two-. or  three  of  the  Field 

Officers  of  the estaUishment,  to  whom  I  would 

also  reconuneod  you  to  pay  the  utmost  respect  and  atten- 
tion; they  will  naturally  feel  well  diapoaed  towards  a  yoang 
brother  soldier,  and  their  recommendation,  in  your  behalf, 
after  yonr  arrival  in  India,  would  be  of  the  utmost  service 
to  you. 

"  To  the  officers  of  the  ship,  and  your  other  fellow 
passengers,  your  own  disposition  is  natorally  so  good,  that 
I  need  ofier  you  no  remarks  as  to  yonr  conduct,  except  to 
avoid  intimacies  with  individuals,  until  yoa  have  folly 
appreciated  tbeir  characters. 

"  Personal  cleanliness  in  so  confined  a  space  as  a  ship, 
is  so  essential  to  your  health,  as  well  as  to  yoiu  own  com- 
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tatt,  and  tlwt  of  joor  mtwinitM,  that  it  woold  acwoeff 
be  neeewarr  to  m«a6oa  h,  had  InotaooAan  Man  the 
dia^fNt  a  Detract  of  it  bM  cnated  on  boaid  ihip.  Wfcc« 
yon  aiiive  io  the  mim  lalitiMlear  yoa  will  mee  waoj  of 
joar  dripmataa  gettii^  aariy  in  the  moniti^,  bneketa  of 
water  thrown  ovar  tlwin. 

"  Nerer  on  anj  accoiiiit  Tentora,  ather  tt  aea  Of  in  har- 
bow,  to  traat  yomelf  in  the  ocean ;  leave  to  tfie  ahariLa 
their  own  doauaioo  without  diapote :  nor  from  idle  en- 
rioaity  go  from  yota*  riup  to  aay  other,  nor  be  wj  fwkd 
of  tmatiog  yourself  op  the  abroada,  aa  yoa  might  be 
aeized  with  a  ^ddioeaa,  which  would  at  mee  pot  an  ead 
to  your  voyage. 

"  Aviud  gaming  and  drinking  while  m  boaid,  and  after 
yov  land  in  India,  as  yoa  would  a  contagions  disoider. 
Yon  will  see  victima  enough  to  the  latter  after  ygor  ar- 
mal,  to  make  you  avoid  it.  Halt  liquor  and  spirits  have 
killed  more  peof^  in  India  than  the  climate.  I  never  knew 
any  one  addicted  to  them  escape  the  liver  complaint. 

"  You  will  readily  get  one  of  the  recruits  or  aoldiera  on 
board,  whom  the  Captain  will  pennit  to  attend  you  as  a 
aervant ;  be  aare  to  make  him  take  your  oot  upon  deck 
every  morning  that  the  weather  will  permit,  and  actmatom 
youtaelf  to  early  rising.  You  will  find  the  moraings  moat 
delightful  in  the  warm  latitudes,  and  the  middle  of  the 
day  you  can  devote  to  study  and  readii^.  A  knovrledge 
of  the  different  country  languages  is  not  only  the  certain 
road  to  an  increase  of  pay  and  allowances,  but  to  situa- 
tions of  the  highest  importance.  You  shoald  mlao  keep 
alive  the  knowledge  you  have  acquired  of  the  lAtin  and 
French. 

"  Obaerva  the  utmost  moderation  as  to  wine  at  the 
Captain's  table.  Your  modesty  on .  that  score  will  not 
escape  observation. 
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•  "  Tour  ednoition  bu  been  snob  aa  to  reader  all  obaer- 
nti(HU  u  to  feli^oD  ■uperflnoui,  but  I  cannot  help  re- 
narking,  that  then  is  so  sHiiatiim  io  whieh  rel^ioua  ideas 
are  excited  more  strongly  than  in  a  ship.  The  reflection  - 
that  yoQ  are  diTided  from  eternity  by  only  a  few  indbes 
of  plank,  natondly  disposes  the  mind  to  such  thoughts, 
and  wboerer  has  attended  diTine  aerrioe  at  sea,  must  hare 
made  the  same  Qbeerration. 

"  Do  not  forget  when  yoa  go  on  the  quarter-deck  to 
move  or  pull  off  your  hat :  it  is  a  ceremony  always  osed 
on  board  ship,  end  considered  as  disreapectfal  if  neg- 
lected. If  you  find  the  weatfaer4ide  of  the  deck  crowded, 
BilwayB  go  to  the  lee-side  to  walk  up  and  down,  aad  be 
sore  to  take  as  much  exercise  of  that  kind  aa  yon  can. 
'  "  I  would  recommend  to  you,  if  you  $nd  a  good  drill 
sergeant  on  board,  to  put  yourself  under  his  tuition,  as 
<rftai  asyott  can,  when  the  weather  will  admit  It  will 
improve  yonr  carriage,  and  make  you  well  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  a  musket. 

<*  Haring  thus  stated  to  yon  every  thing  which  occurs 
to  me  as  necessary  on  board,  I  have  only  a  few  words  to 

add  as  to  your  proceedings  when  you  arrive  at . 

Should  that  happen  late  in  the  evening,  I  would  recommend 
to  yon  to  stay  on  board  nntil  the  next  ni,ommg,  and  to 
be  sure  not  to  leave  the  ship  without  thanking  the  Captain 
and  Officers  for  the  kindness  and  atteotion  which  I  hope 
you  will  experieuce  from  them,  and  to  assure  them  of 
your  grateftil  recollections. 

"  When  you  go  on  shore  first,  go  to ,  to  whom 

yon  are  particularly  recommended,  and  after  that  deliver 
your  other  letters  personally.  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  of  your  being  invited  to  take  up  your  abode  with 
■oms  of  the  persons  -to  whom  you  are  recommended. 
You  will  then  report  yourself  in  person  to  the  Adj.-Gen., 
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wid  iotreat  bis  directions  m  to  the  usifonn  yoo  ibotild 
malu  up,  teUiag  him  that  you  were  adViied  by  yonr  irienda 
ia  England,  pot  to  make  up  any  till  your  arriTaL  You 
.mil.  thea  get  yopr  baggage,  &c.  fitem  the  ship.  Hie 
iqopient.you  are  properly  equipped,  get  Bome  friend  to 
pFfwent  you,  fint  to  the  CommaQder-in-Chief,  and  then  to 
theCloTemor,  and  if  they  have  lereea  do  not  neglect  to 
attend  them." 

Lbttkb  IL 

"  Having,  I  will  hope,  after  a  pleasant  and  apeedy 

pass^e,  landed  at ,  and  baring  been  introduced 

to  the  Got.  and  Com^io^hief,  you  are  now  to  enter  into 
a  society  to  which  yoo  are  entirely  a  stranger ;  in  a  country, 
where  the  natives,  customs,  and  manners,  are  very  dif- 
ferent to  what  you  have  been  accustomed. 

"  I  would  recommend  to  you,  from  the  moment  you 
land,  to  keep  a  minute  and  exact  account  of  your  receipt 
and  expenditure,  which  I  consider  as  not  only  the  first  step, 
bytthe  sure  road  to  obtain  an  independence.  It  will  not 
occupy  above  two  minntes  of  your  time  at  breakfast.  It 
will  be  a  kind  of  journal  of  your  life,  for  on  reference  you 
will  always  find  where  you  were,  and  what  you  were  about: 
and  above  all,  it  will  alarm  you  to  a  sense  of  your  own 
situation,  for  when  you  find  the  expenditure  exceed  the 
receipt,  you  will  naturally  enquire  into  the  cause,  and 
easily  perceive  the  article,  wherein  the  excess  has  arisen, 
and  reduce  it  acciordingly.  If,  unhappily,  notwithstaoding 
this  caution,  you  should  find  yourself  embarrassed,  i  would 
advise  yoo  to  apply  to  a  friend,  and  such,  if  your  conduct 
is  good,  yOo  will  not  find  wanting  to  relieve  you ; 
then  place  yourself  immediately  under  stoppages,  and 
strictly  observe  to  repay  bis  kindness.  This  mode  I  should 
prefer  to  your  being  in  debt  to  the  natives,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  have  often  been  ruinous. 


:dbvGoogIe 


SAST    INDIA   VAD£<HECVH.  SOS 

*'  Too  vill'  in-et^t  vad  Uitty  hotm  aftcar  your  landiDg,  ba 
able  to  equip  yonnelf  like  othen  on  the  same  itatioD  with 
youraelf.  I  would  then  reconunend  yoa,  uadsr  thC'Visw, 
and  with  the  advice  of  some  friend,  to  send  for  a  bn^er 
and  di^ose  of  year  coloured  clothes,  aea-bedding,  and 
other  articleB  which  will  be  no  longer  asefnl  to  you. 

"  Hanng,  as  I  will  hope,  on  the  passive,  acqoirE^  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  use,  construction,  and  mode  <^ 
cleaning  a  soldier's  arms  and  aceontremeots,  you  will  now 
devote  your  time  and  att^tion  to  a  knowledge,  both  prac- 
tioally  on  the  parade,  and  theoretically  from  boolu,  of 
military  tactics.  Often  on  the  tiller  head,  in  the  great 
cabin,  did  a  brMher  ot&cw-  and  I,  then  on-onr  return  to 
India,  with  pieces  of  card,  perform  nmnffiavresf  that  we 
supposed  would  nothave  disgraced  a  Potsdam  Review. 
We  both  afterwards,  having  been  appointed  to  commands, 
found  in  the  service  the  advantage  of  having  amused  onr- 
Belves  that  way,  instead  of  using  the  cards  as  instruments 
of  mutual  ruin  and  destructioD. 

"  I  have  endeavonred,  in  my  first  letter',  to  impress 
upon  your  mind  the  utility  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  country  languages.  With  the  Uindostanee  you  will 
readily  get  acquainted,  as  it  is  the  language  most  commonly 
used.  To  become  a  good  Persian  scholar  you  will,  when 
your  income  will  justify  the  expense,  which  is  not  conai*- 
deiable,  hire  a  moonsbee,  or  teacher ;  and  as  oar  recent 
accessions  of  territory  in  the  Mafaratta  country  have  been 
very  great,  and  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  frequently  sta> 
tioned  there,  I  strongly  recommend  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  that  laagiuge. 

"  Never  suffer  a  drop  of  spirits*  to  enter  your  hpa ;  the 

*  "  Too  much  commendation  cannot  be  beaiowed  on  the  Hon. 
Court  of  Directors,  for  the  ettabtiahment  of  tiadon  librariea  for  the 
UK  of  the  non-commisitooed  officer!,  and  prirate  EurDpcan  toMiera, 
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habit  of  drinking  them  steals  imperceptibly  oa  a  mn, 
antil  at  last  he  becomes  a  complete  beast  and  tot  Malt 
liquor  is  equally  pernicious  to  the  health.  You  will  fiad 
when  you  join  the  mess  of  your  corps,  your  pay  and  al- 
lowances will  allow  you  to  take  your  pint  of  wine  every 
day,  which  is  fully  sufficient 

"  NeTer  enter  the  door  of  the  tavern  at .     It 

is  the  resort  of  all  the  mauvau  lujett  in  the  serrice*  and 
of  seafaring  persons,  whose  time  on  ^ore  is  usually  spent 
in  drunkenness  and  dissipation: — a  more  likely  place  to 
get  into  a  quarrel  I  know  not. 

"  Your  letters,  and  above  all^  I  hope,  your  own  good 
cooduct,  will  introduce  yon  into  the  heat  society.  Tliere 
is  a  degiea  of  jealousy  existiDg  between  the  civil  and  mv 
litary  services,  but  I  never,  during  —  years^  residence  in 
India,  suffered  such  illiberal  ideas  to  take  poBBesaioa  of 
me,  and,  in  consequence,  lived  on  the  happiest  terms  with 
the  moat  respectable  of  both  services,  as  I  trust  you 
will  do.  , 

"  Let  me  eamesdy  recommend  to  you  never  to  fonn 
a  permanent  connection,  that  'a  to  say,  to  bring  under 
the  same  roof  or  tent  with  yourself  a  native  woman.  Yon 
will  from  that  instant  be  held  cheap,  and  in  a  manner  de- 
graded in  society.  You  will  have  all  the  expense  and 
inconvenieaces  to  a  soldier  of  matrimony,  without  any 
of  its  comforts,  and  may  become  the  parent  of  a  family, 

u  the  wuit  of  lome  rational  cmploymBut  to  beguile  the  tedium  of 
bairack*,  often  indueei  soldiers  to  iodulge  in  ipirituous  liquon.  Whal- 
erer  teodi  to  oceopj  the  mind  duriag  the  niiu  or  hot  wioda,  a*  well 
uiimpTOTe  die  monlt  of  the  toldier,  will  alio  keep  bim  from  the 
dangeraut  habit  of  drinking  «^t* ;  and  aa  it  ma;  be  cskulated  that 
each  Eoropean  private,  b;  the  time  he  K*che«  the  corpi  to  Trhicfa  he 
b  attached  in  India,  co*ti  the  Company  \00l.  it  itand*  to  reatoD  that 
vrtif  lalional  avocation  for  the  mind,  tending  to  keep  off  diieaie  and 
evil  propcniitiei,  ihould  be  iotrodneed  into  the  lervice.'* 
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the  male  part  of  which,  by  wise  regulationa  dow  exiatiDg, 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  serrice,  nor  will  you  find  it 
an  easy  matter  is  aay  way  to  provide  for  the  female  part 
The  same  ugument  holds  good  agkinfit  your  marrying  a  _^ 
native  or  half-cast  wonuin,  nor  would  I  wish  you  to  form 
a  matrimODial  connexion  until  you  return  to  thia  country. 
"  At  the  expiration  of  ten  years'  service  you  will  become 
entitled  to  a  furlongh  for  three  years,  of  which,  should 
yon  not  then  hold  a  Staff  appointment,  you  would  do  well 
to  avail  yourself.  It  will  renovate  your  constitution,  keep 
alive  your  family  attachmenta  and  early  friendships,  in- 
struct you  in  the  mode  of  living  in  this  country.  Bad 
caoae  yon,  instead  of  repining,  to  return  with  pleasure  to 
so  excellent  a  service,  whence,  after  a  lapse  of  twelve  - 
years*  longer  residence,  you  will  be  enabled  to  retire  with 
a  comfortable  competency  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

"  In  tbevarie^-of  society  to  which  a  military  man  is 
introduced,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  escape  through  life 
without  some  dispute.  If  you  feel  yourself  insulted,  do 
not  depend  on  your  own  judgment  but  apply  to  some 
Mend  on  whose  discretion  you  can  rely,  and  follow  im- 
plicitly his  advice.  If  the  lie  direct  should  be  given  to 
you,  or  a  blow,  do  not  return  either,  but  do  not  lose  an 
inatant,  with  the  advice  of  a  friend^  to  seek  saUsfoction, 
or  accept  of  any  apology  in  case  of  a  blow,  but  a  stidt 
being  placed  by  the  person  who  struck  you,  in  your  hands, 
in  the  presence  of  your  brother  officers,  to  return  the  in- 
sult if  you  choose  so  to  do.  The  wis<lom  and  prudence 
of  seconds  often  prevent  duels ;  but  should  you  once  reach 
the  6eld,  never  make  an  apology  there  unless  you  may 
wish  to  do  so,  having  previously  received  your  adversary's 
fire. 

"  The  next  point  for  yonr  consideration  is  your  inter- 
course with  the  natives.  Always  preserve  your  temper, 
treat  them  with  the  utmost  mildness ;  and,  above  all  things. 
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never  niae  your  hand  to  them.  If  in  a  cinl  oapoaty, 
they  will  u  easily  obtain  redreu  from  the  law  aa  an  inha- 
bitant of  this  country.  If  military,  there  is  not  one  among 
theut  ezoept  the  vny  loweit,  who  does  not  consider 
htmaeir  of  a  higher  caste  than  yourself:  judge  what  eneh 
aman's  feelings  most  be  on  receiving  peisonal  chastise 
ment.  Here  have  been  instances  of  tbeir  stepping  out  of 
the  ranks,  and,  regaxdlesa  of  all  consequences,  inflicting 
immediate  death  on  the  person  who  Btraclc  them.  Treat 
than  with  mildness,  with  firmneH,  and  with  justioe,  and 
they  will  follow  yaa  to  the  month  of  a  cannon,  or  to  the 
iop  of'  the  best  defended  breach ;  and  above  all,  neror  tn> 
terfere  with. their  religion.  Attbc  same  tnoe  be  on  your 
gaard  a^nst'deceit,  and  a  dispoBition  to  pilfering  among 
die  servuUs. 

"  Be  extremely  punctual  in  the  honr  of  attendance  on 
parade  duties,  and  scrupulously  exact  as  to  the  uniformity 
of  your  own  dress  there.  Without  such  attention,  bow 
can  you  rebuke  a  poor  soldier  for  neglect  P 

"  Although  you  will  never  lose  sight'Of  your  attachment 
to  yonr  native  country,  or  of  loyalty  to  its  sovereign,  yon 
will  now  recollect  that  you  have  also  other  masters  to 
whom  yon  have  sworn  allegiance.  Enter  not  rashly 
into  associations  for  redress  of  alleged  injories,  bnt  re- 
'  member  your  oath,  and  that  whatever  injuries  you  may 
oottoeive  yon  sufifer  from  the  government  abroad,  those 
who  feed,  pay,  and  clothe  you,  are  resident  in  this 
country,  and  until  an  appeal  has  reached  them,  and  their 
decision  been  received,  yon  cannot  have  any  plea  for  re- 
sisting their  authority ;  and  even  then,  should  their  deci- 
tion  not  answer  year  wishes,  you  have  the  option  to  resign 
their  service ;  but  never,  in  any  instance  whatever,  have 
you  the  option  to  bear  arms  against  tbem  or  your  country. 

"  Wishing  yon  now  health,  fame,  and  wealth  acquued 
vrith  boDour,  I  remain,"  &c. 
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ARTICLES  REQUIRED  IN  AN  OUT-FIT. 
(See  p.  li.) 


VECESBARIES    FOR   A    LADT   PEOCEEDING  TO 
INDIA. 

72  Chemises. 
36  Night  Oowna. 
36  Night  Caps. 

3  Flannel  Petticoats. 

12  Middle  ditto,  without  bodies. 
12  Slips. 

36  Pr.  Cotton  Stockings. 
24  Pr.  Silk  ditto. 

2  Pr.  Black  Silk  ditto. 
18  White  Dresses. 

6  Coloured  ditto. 
6  Evening  ditto. 
60  Pocket  Handkerchiefs. 

4  Dressing  Gowns. 
Silk  Pelisse. 

3  Bonnets.  , 
12  Morning  Caps. 

24  Pr.  Long  Gloves. 
34  Pr.  Short  Qlores. 
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4  Coneto. 
6  Pr.  of  Sbeeto. 
6  Pillow  Caset. 
36  ToweU. 

Riding  Habit 

A  Cot,  and  a  Concii. 

Pieces  of  BibboD. 

DreHing  Box. 

Leather  Writiog  Desk. 

BuUock  Drawers.  \ 

Waabing  Table.  i      w,      ,    ^  .■ 

Chair.  ( 

Swingiog  Table.  * 

ladies  would  find  Black  the  moat  coavenient  wear 
during  the  royage. 

Every  thing  that  is  not  to  be  used  on  board  tbonld 
be  carefully  packed  in  tin  cases. 

Biscuits,  Bristol  and  Waters,  and  Preserres,  are  en- 
tirely left  to  the  decision  of  the  lady. 


NECESSARIES    FOR    A    CADJET. 

1  Cot. 

1  Hair  HattresB  and  Bolster. 

1  Feather  Pillow. 

1  Pr.  of  Blankets. 

1  Colotued  Counterpane. 

The  whole  of  these  must  be  taken  on  shore,  as 
they  will  be  found  to  answer  better  than  any 
Country  ones. 
4  Pr.  of  Calico  Sheets. 
8  PiUow  Cases. 
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6  Doz.  Calico  ShirtB. — These  mast  be  quite  plain.  ' 

1  Dos.  Night  Cops. 

3  Doz.  pftir  of  J  brown  Cotton  8to<:kingB.-^Brown  are 
recommended,    being  somewhat  cheaper,   and 
much  stronger  for  wearing  under  boots. 
-5  Pr.  of  White  Jean  Trowsers.  ~j 

6  White  Jean  Jackets.  \ 

6  Do.      do.     Waistcoats.  ) 

These  should  be  reserved  for  India :    theif  will 
be  rtqmred  immediately  on  arrival. 
24  Coloured  Pocket  Handkerchiefs.— These  should  tua 
be  given  away,  as  they   will  be  found   very 
uteful  in  the  Country. 
S4  WMte  Pocket  Handkerchiefs. 

3  Black  Silk  Handkerchiefs. 

3  Do.     do.    Stocks. 

6  Pr.  of  Calico  Pantaloon  Drawers. 

2  Pr.  White  Silk  Stockings. 
24  Towels. — Can  be    procured  in  India,  but  not  muck 
cheaper  than  in  Europe. 

8  Yards  of  Flannel. — No  one  should  commence  wear- 
ing it  till  they  are  advised  so  to  do  in  India: 
in  many  cases  it  has  been  found  of  great 
benefit. 

2  Blue  Camlet  dresses  for  Voyage. 

1  Blue  Cloth  Cap  for  do. 

1  Blue  Cloak.— This  should  be  made  either  of  Cloth 
or  Camlet,  lined  witk  red:  it  wilt  be  found  of 
great  service. 

1  Sett  Shoe  Brushes. 

2  Clothes  do. 
8  Tooth  do. 

1  Hat  do. 

1  Pr.  Boot-hooks. 
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1  Boot-jack. 

4  Bullock  Trunks. — ^Theae  will  prevent  a  Cadet  pur- 
cbsBing  any  Hn  the  Country,  and  he  can  con- 
veniently have  2  in  the  cabin  together. 

1  Blue  Coat — for  India. 

1  Round  Hat — do. 

2  Setts  of  Combs  and  Brushes. 

3  Pounds  of  Wai  Candles. 

1  Sliding  Lamp  and   Shade  for  cabin. — ^This   will   be 
equally  useful  in    India^   and  should  be  taken 
on  afaore. 
I  Small  Looking  Glass,  with  sliding  front 
3  Pounds  of  Soap. 

3  Pr.  of  Wellington  Boots. — Boots  are  made  in  India 
very  cheap,  and  tolerably  good. 
.    6  Pr.  of  Shoes. 

1  Hunting  Saddle  and  Bridle. 
I  Riding  Whip. 
Yards  of  Scarlet  Cloth,  saRicient  for  1  Coat  and 
I  Jacket. 
1  Regulation  Sword. 
1  Do.    Sword  Knot.  / 

1  Regulation  Cap. — ^This  should  be  taken  to  India 
untrimmed,  with  two  setts  of  trininiing,  one 

S,  ,     Gold,   and  one   Silver:     tlie    one   not  re- 

■«  quired  may  be  disposed  of  in  India. 

4  Pr.  of  Military  GJoves. 

2  Buff  Shoulder  Belte. 
1  Crimson  Silk  Sash. 
1  Gorget. 

I  Epaulette  (Gold). 
1  Regimental  Blue  Fiock  Coat.— This  muat  be  made 

perfectly  plain,  and  might  be  used  to  land  in. 
1  Pewter  Wash  Hand  Bason. 
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I  Pewter  Goglet 
I  Tumbler. 

1  Camp  Stool. 

2  Pounds  of  Marine  Soup. 

1   Leather  Writing  Case.  , 

6  Pr.  of  Musquito   Troweers. — ^Hkm  will  be   foond 
useful  after  crossing  the  Line,  and  will  prerent 
many  restless  nights. 
1  Boot-Jack.  -  ' 

i  Piece  of  Shoe  Rtbboa; 
1  Clothes  Bag  with  Lock. 
Stationery  <a  small  quantity.) 

The  f<4lowing  books,  oe  part  of  them,  will  be  found  not 
only  very  instructive,  but  very  profitable,  during  «  four 
months'  voyage„to  a. Cadet 

Gilchrisfs  Hindoostanee  Dialogues. 

Dictionary. 

Gooli  Bukawulee. 

Persian  Rudimenta. 

James's  Military  Dictionary. 

Torrens's  Evolutions. 

New  Sword  Exercise. 

Campbell  on  Light  Infantry. 

Map  of  India. 

I  Canteen,  complete,  containing : 
1  Queen's  Metal  Tea  Pot. 

1  Do.        do.      Coffee  Pot. 

2  Large  Silver  Sfwona. 
2  Do.     do.      Folks. 
2  Small  do.      do. 

2  Do.      Spoons. 
6  Tea  Spoons. 

2m2      ' 
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6  Large  Knives  and  Forkt. 
6  Small     do.  do. 

2  Tea  Caps  end  Saucers. 
2  Hot  Water  Platee. 
Small  Plates. 

2  Tumblers. 

3  Wine  Glasses. 
Dishes  (of  Sizes). 

1  Cork  Screw. 

2  Tea  and  Sugar  GamiisterB. 
1  Muffineer. 

1  Nutmeg  Grater. 

Necetaaria  to  bt  provided  in  ladia. 
1  Doz.     pair    White    Regulation    Trowsers.  —  "niene 

should  be  made  of  Nankten,  and  fined 
1  Camp  Table  and  Chair.. 

1  Camp    Cot   and    Musquito   Curtains. — This   should 
have  a  painted  covef,  to  prevent  the  Cot  getting 
-    wet  when  marching  during  the  monsoon. 

Those  things  which  are  packed  in  tin,  must  not  oh  ani/ 
account  be  opened  during  the  voyage. 

A  Tent  can  be  obtained  either  frOm  the  Government, 
or  in  the  Bazaar. 

It  is  recommended  to  a  Cadet  to  purchase  onfy  a  Pony 
at  the  Presidency,  as  horses  are  purchased  up  Country 
much  cheaper. 

Every  Cadet,  on  his  anivat  in  India,  should  merely  land 
with  a  change  of  clothes:  when  he  has  seen  the  Officer  com- 
mauding  the  Barracks  for  young  Officers,  he  will  be  able 
to  procure  a  trusiw-orth^  tenant,  who  can  go  on  board 
and  land  all  his  baggage. 
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NECESSARIES    FOB    A    WKITER. 

1  Cot,  or  Couch. 

1  Hair  Mattress  and  Bolster. 

1  Feather  Pillow. 
Counterpanes. 

8  Pr  Sheets  (Calico). 

8  Pillow  Cases. 

a  Doz.  Calico  Shirts. 

6  Doz.  White  Neckcloths. 

4  Doz.  Coloured  do. 

4  Black  Silk  Hatidkerchiefs. — Theu  wUi  befouttd  ute- 

ful  on  the  Vpift^e. 
4  Dot.  Towels. 
4  Doz.  White  Pocket  Handkerchiefs. 

2  Doz.  Coloured  do.     do. 
24  Night  Caps. 

6  Pr.  White  Silk  Stockings. 

4  Doz.  half  Brown  Cotton  do.-~Ua{f  stockings,  are  more 
comfortable  iti  warm  climatet. 
12  Pr.  Wash  Leather  Gloves. 
18  Pr.  Dress  Gloves. 

6  Pr.  Thin  Gloves.ybr  ase  on  board  sfup,  -    * 

8  Pr.  Musquito  Trowsers. 

8  Pr.  Braces  (White  Cotton). 

2  Surtout  Coats. 

3  Superfine  Ereniug  Coats. 
12  Coloured  WaistcoaU. 

3  Pr.  Light  Kerseymere  Trowsers. 
1  Pr.  Dress  Black  Puntaloons. 
6  Thin  Waistcoats  with  Sleeves. 
8  Do.   Waistcoats. 
8  Pr.  TiowsefB. 
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3  Pr.  Black  Silk  StockiDga. 

8  Fr.  Calico  Pantaloon  Draweni. 

Flannel ybr  Wautcoati,  about  12  yards. 

2  Dres«Dg  Gowns. 

1  Fool  Clothes  Bag,  with  lock  and  k*y. 

1  Bine  Cloth  dp  for  voyage. 

3  Fine  Hata,  in  box  lined  wUh  tin. 
6  Pr.  Shoe*. 

2  Pr.  Dtess  do. 
6  Pr.  Boote. 

1  Hunting  Saddle  and  Bridle. 
1  Riding  Whip. 

1  Leather  Writing  Caee,  with  patent  lock. 

3  Blue  Camlet  or  dark  Jean  Dmeea,  complete. 
3  Setta  Shoe  Bruslies  and  Blacking. 

3  Clothea  Brushes. 

3  Hat  do. 

2  Hairdo. 

4  Nail  do. 

8  Tootli  do. 

A  t$naU  quantity  of  Phte,  such  at  Tea  Pot,  Spoom,  and 

Forh:  this  is  left  entirely  to  the  diicretion  of  the  peraoa 
fitting  out,  as  also  a  few  Steel  Knives  and  Forkat    J 

Canteen  completely  ^ted  up  vjould  be  found  eoaveniait. 
1  Wash-hand  Stand,  complete  for  Cabin. 
1  Camp  Chair. 

1  Do.     Table 

2  Setts  of  Bullock  Drawers: 
1  Book  Case. 

1  Cabin  Lamp. 

4  Pounds  of  Wax  Candles. 
4  Do.        Windsor  Soap. 

2  Do.        Common  do. 
1  Boot-jack. 
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1  Pr.  Boot-hooks. 

1  Dreuing  Case,  complete. 

2  Pt.  Slippen. 

1  Sea  Chest  may  be  taken  if  required. 
^  tmall  quanttiy  of  Tobacco  may  be  taken,  it    will  be 
found  the  moat  acceptable  present  to  a  Sailor,  for  any 
civility  he  may  shew. 


Gilchrist's  EogliBh  and  Hindoostanee  Dictionnry. 

British   Indiau  Monitor,  Guide,  and   Story 

Teller. 

Dialogues. 

-   Persian  Rudiments,  with  his 

Hindoostanee  and  English  Vocabulary. 

Gooli  Bukawulee. 

Jones's  Persian  Grammar. 

The  whole  of  these  books  will  be  found  very  acceptable 
on  the  voyage ;  and  coruiderable  benefit  may  be  derived 
from  4  or  5  months  real  study  during  that  period, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  after  arrival  in  Briiieh  India. 


N.B. — What  follows  has  been  extracted  from  the  intro- 
duction to  the  Dialogues,  as  it  will  not  be  inserted  in  the 
future  editions  of  that  work,  now  almost  out  of  print 
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APPENDIX.    No.  II. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  DR.  GILCH  RISrS 
DIALOGUES,   ENGLISH  &  HINDOOSTANEE. 

(S«p.  97.) 

in  the  compilation  of  a  dialogical  work  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  Bound  policy  to  confine  the  conversation  gene- 
rally to  one  party,  because  he  can  thua  be  tau^t  to 
■peak  not  only  with  grammatical  precision,  bnt  to  ma- 
nage his  own  language  in  the  manner  most  conducive  for 
the  execution  of  orders  and  the  gratification  of  his  own 
wishes,  upon  every  occasion;  while  it  must  be  wholly 
impossible  to  put  auch  wocds  in  the  mouths  of  the  per- 
sons addressed  as  they  will  actually  adopt,  to  every 
question  or  remark  there  may  be  at  least  twenty  different 
modes  of  reply,  and  an  author  must  be  fortunate  indeed, 
should  his  work  contain  the  very  answers  that  will  be 
made  to  all  his  reader's  queries  of  any  kind  in  a  foreign 
tongoe,  unless  his  book  be  thus  extended  to  a  size  far  be> 
yond  the  ordinary  liaiits  of  these  productinns.  nothing 
is  so  common  as  the  solitary  response  irihad  from  the 
hiodoostaoees  when  accosted  by  a  querist,  meaning,  ac> 
cording  to  circumstances,  "your  commands,  sir;"  "what 
do  you  myV  "i  did  not  hear  you,  pardon  me,^&c; 
which  would  at  once  throw  a  mere  dialogist  all  aback, 
from  bis  not  being  prepared  to  hear  only  om  word  where 
he  expected  twelve  or  half  a  dozen  at  least,  these  con. 
siderations  have  given  features  to  this  undertaking,  rather 
out  of  the  beaten  track,  except  where  i  was  in  some  mea- 
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sure  compelled  to  give  col1o(|nial  communication  the  »p- 
propriftte  forni  of  dialogues,  as  useful  exampleB  in  the 
tisual  style  of  similar  exercises,  which  every  studeat 
should  cut  and  car?e  for  bis  self,  from  the  m<ftnent  be 
becomes  a  coUoquist^  and  this  ought  to  be  done  with  alt 
convenient  expedition,  so  far  as  his  intercourse  with  the 
natives  of  India  shall  put  this  plan  of  self-instruction 
within  his  reach. 

that  my  students  may  accomplish  this  necessary  task 
on  safe  and  competent  grounds,  immediately  as  they 
reach  the  shores  of  hindoostan,  i  have  therefore  conceiv- 
ed it  my  bounden  daty  to  furnish  them  with  those  por- 
tions of  local  knowledge  which  may  prove  of  no  smalt 
consequence  to  their  future  welfare  as  gentlemen,  and 
their  rapid  progress  through  a  vernacular  medium  as 
oriental  scholars,  during  which  period  they  can  daily  in- 
crease their  stock  of  general  information  ;  for  this  should 
ever  accompany  pari  pouu,  all  our  efforts  to  become  ex- 
pert linguists,  that  the  acquisition  of  mere  verbal  fundi 
may  not  rather  diminish  than  increase  those  intetleotual 
powers,  end  that  common  sense,  which  are  frequently 
sunk  under  a  heavy  load  of  sheer  pedantry  and  clasaical 
lore,  very  different  indeed  ttom  real  science  and  practical 
wisdom. 

convinced  that  numl)ers  of  europeans  reside  for  years 
in  India,  who  have  not  enough  of  local  knowledge,  to  dia- 
tingaisb  a  hindoo  from  a  moosulman,  i  shall  devote  a  por- 
tion of  this  work  to  directions,  that  may,  in  some  degree, 
prevent  those  disagreeable  consequences  resulting  {torn 
confirmed  and  contagious  ignorance,  apt  enough  to  coft> 
found  two  widely  distinct  classes  of  peoplct  under,  the 
ungracious  appellaUon  of  btaek&f^  a  blunder  which  would 
be  unpardonable  in  any  student,  who  may  learn  the  con- 
tents of  this  introduction,  and  thence  know  how  to  regu- 
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late  hiB  conduct  and  conversation,  even  before  he  sets  a 
foot  on  the  britisli  Indian  shore. 

the  hindoos  are  all  oncircumcised  idoiatore,  of  ancient 
footing  in  india.  the  moMiilinans  are  deista  and  follow^ 
era  of  noAummud  ;  and  theit  standing  there  is  not  above 
nine  oentnrieB.  they  are  in  fact  our  predeoeesors  in  con- 
quest ;  aad  are  subdivided  into  four  grand  classes,  termed 
sueyod,  shekh,  mccghul,  put,han.  in  pages  18G-7  of  tbs 
guide,  a  list  will  be  found  exhibiting  their  ordinary  appel- 
lativea,  with  those  of  the  hindoos  also,  and  some  other 
particulais,  which  it  would  be  superfluons  to  repeat  here^ 
the  nuoaulinans  are  fonder  of  wearing  beards,  their 
'  whidcen  are  eoimnonly  larger,  and  their  whole  appeae- 
ance  more  fierce,  maaculinc,  and  robust  than  the  hiodooa, 
the  lajpoot  tribe  excepted,  these  last  tie  or  fix  the 
atrings  of  their  garments  on  the  left  side,  while  the  m<»- 
solmtoa  prefer  the  right:  but  they  both  reverae  this 
mode  in  binding  the  collars  of  their  vests,  the  hindoos 
in  gtoeral  marh  their  foreheads,  and  other  parte  ef  the 
fiuse  and  body,  with  various  pigments :  they  adorn  themr 
selves  occasioDally  with  beads,  braoelets*  rings,  and  other 
trinkets;  they  w«ur  round  the  neCk  a  string  of  small 
beads,  termed  mo/a,  and  oftrin  across  the  shoulder  and 
breast  a  collection  of  threads  untwisted,  generally  called 
Jime,oo,  a  token,  from  junnana,  jaona,  to  show,  Jtaty  kmow, 
whenea  ita  meaning  aa  *  disduguishing.  badge  of  their 
tribes.— on  the  contxary,  finger'ringa  and  particular  in- 
signia of  state  are  almost  the  only  orutiments  worn  by 
the  moMulmans.  in  other  apparent  or  obvioua  oircumr 
staaces  of  counting  rosaries,  the  form  of  thi  hair,  turbans, 
Slo.,  it  is  no  easy  matter  alwaya  to  diaeriminate  then 
from  the  hindoos :  their  oamM  however  being  aJi  aignifi- 
cant,  as  i  have  explained  in  the  guide,  can  hardly  ever  be 
confounded  by  a  hiudoostanee  scholar. 
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from  their  loDg  reudeace  among  the  hindoos,  the  ma>- 
sutmaiu  of  hiadoostaa  have  adopted  bo  many  of  the  reli- 
^ouB  prejudices  and  ceremonies  of  the  former,  that  on 
tbefle  points  alao  it  is  difficult  to  mark  out  any  disorimi- 
native  line^  by  which  to  distinguish  them,  like  Ui'e  hio- 
dooB,  they  marry  youngs  and  will  not  marry  eren  virgin 
widows.  '  tbey  pretend  tA  eatt.  their  proceasiona  with 
imageBf-Stcateof  hindoD  otigin,  and  altogether  unautfaQ- 
rixed  by  their  qoomn.  some  of  the  hindoo  holidays  are 
obverred'' by  dem.  they:  still  however  retain  the  ptoc- 
tice  of  their  forefathers,  in -the  disposal  of  their  dead 
by  bnrl^ ;  the  hindooBi  on  Uie  conb&ry,  with  few  eiioep- 
tiOHB  bom  tbeir  dead,  or  commit  thur.  bodies  to  the  hc4y 
wAtep'Of  the  ganga,;  or  other  sacred  streams.' • 

to  attain  tfae  language  in  perfection,  and  to  form  a 
competent  notion'  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  any 
conntry,  mudi  mteroourse  with  (he  nativee  is  necessary. 
iMre  indeed  it  is  indiepenaable,  being  an  expedient  we 
ittost  ccHidtantly  resort  to,  while  discharging  the  social, 
domestic,  and  offitnal  duties  io  which  all  europeane  are 
more  or- less  concerned  in  british  iudia. 

so  situated,  it  has  often  struck  nte  with  regret,  the 
proBeness  of  onr  countrymen  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
eaiatice:  sometimes  from  a  natural  bluntness  of  manners 
or  fiankJness  of  disposition,  perhaps  thfe  characteristick  of 
l¥ee  nations':  but  moK  frequently  from  their  total  igno- 
rance of  the  peculiar  tenets  and  extraordinary  prejudices 
of  the  bindoostanees. 

i  need  hardly  dwell  on  the  aversion  which  moosuimaos 
bear  to  dogs  and  hoge.  it  is  with  much  reluctance  they 
remain  neartbe  former  faithful  creatures,  or  tonoh  uiy 
thing  defiled  by  Aem.  pork  ftnd  the  blood"  of  animals 
ere  forbidden  to  the  mcosulmans,  as  unclean  in  every  re- 
spect :  yet  when  in  the  capacity  of  our  menials,  they  can 
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have  no  reaaonable  objection  to  lift  than  in  any  v«uel, 
eisce  the  touch  merely  Bubjects  them  to  the  trouble  of 
parificatioD  with  water. 

the  hiadooB,  from  various  causes  which  caanot  be  enu- 
merated here,  have  particular  antipathies  aiso,  and  conse- 
quently  will  not  handle  beef,  veaJ,  fowls,  eggs,  cheese, 
baked  flour,  or  oUier  vegetables  prepared  in  a  culinary 
way  for  our  uae.  nay,  many  of  them  object  to  onions, 
turnips,  carrots,  candles,  wine,  Sic.  the  native  mode  of 
bakorURg  to  each  other  is  so  much  the  rtverte  of  ours, 
that  when  this  is  put  in  practice  by  a  stranger  to  their 
manner,  he  will  be  astonished  to  find  the  persoos  thus  in- 
vited to  approach,  scamper  off  aa  if  they  had  seen  the 
devil  in  a  white  man ;  who  should  then  extend  his  r^it 
hand  raised  a  little  horizontaUy,  and  the  palm  being  pre- 
served in  its  natural  position,  let  him  bring  hia  fiogeia 
in  repeatedly  towards  himself,  so  that  they  nuy  be  easily 
seen  by  the  runaways,  and  the  whole  will  instantly  re- 
turn, though  they  were  at  first  driven  away  by  the  euro- 
pean  mode  of  making  a  sign,  which  among  them  signifies 
off,  off,  instead  of  our  intended  come,  come,  this  uwy,  tAu 
troy,  in  dumb  show. 

peculiaritiee  founded  on  religious  grounds  are  entitled 
to  every  reasonable  indulgence,  no  tyranny  cf^n  be  eo 
odious  as  encroaching  on  the  long  established  opiaions 
and  sacred  doctrines  of  a  conquered  people ;  or  more  in- 
consistent with  the  moral  principles  and  benign  spirit  of 
Christianity,  which  inculcates  good  will  aud  charity  with 
all  men. 

every  reflecting  person  who  takes  a  liberal  view  of 
mankind,  will  scmpulously  ^un  all  cause  of  o0ence  to 
the  hindoostaneea  in  matters  of  the  kind  here  alluded  to : 
and  will  never  insist  on  the  execution  of  an  order  by  one 
K^  his  dependents,  till  it  be  kuown  whether  or  not  the 
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same  can  be  executed  coDBistetitly  with  the  religions  pte- 
jodicea  of  the  servtrnt.  a  coosidcfable  degree  of  local  in- 
formation is  requisite  to  decide  impartially  upon  cases 
of  this  kind,  to  a  stranger,  tbey  will  often  prove  per-  • 
feet  paradoxes,  few  offices  of  the  table  can  well  be  per- 
formed by  the  hindoos,  who  have  any  pretensions  to 
cast ;  though  the  whole  may  by  our  moisulman  servants, 
some  casts  of  hindoo  bearers,  less  scrupulous  on  mcH-e 
important  matters,  will  not  pour  the  hot  water  brought 
by  them  for  tea  upon  eggs :  while  others,  more  trouble- 
somely  tenacious  in  other  respects,  do  it  wiUiout  hesita- 
tioD.  innumerable  similar  instances  Could  be  produced, 
where  new-comers  and  uninformed  old  residents  in  india 
are  exposed  to  commit  the  grossest  injustice,  and,  if  they 
^ve  WE^  to  the  violence  of  pa^ion  by  proceeding  to 
blows,  sometimes  with  the  most  unhappy  effects,  yet, 
aware  as  i  am,  that  even  the  mildest  temper  or  most  de* 
termined  apathy  is  liable  to  be  constantly  ruffled  and  ud- 
dennined,  by  the  stupidity,  perverseness,  and  chicanery 
of  the  natives,  i  would  propose  that  impetuous  young 
men,  when  irritated,  should,  in  preference  to  personal, 
correction,  and  as  the  least  of  two  great  evils,  let  the 
storm  blow  over  among  the  lower  order  of  natives  in  a 
volley  of  words,  like  -buetcolmal,  miirdood,  muloon,  kqfir, 
&c.^  whose  meanings  he  will  learn  perhaps,  too  soon, 
without  any  specification  in  this  place. 

the  tatar  invader  tuemoor  lung  (miscalled  tamerlane), 
observes,  in  one  of  his  mandates  respecting  the  hindoo- 
stanees,  that,  "  regardless  of  honoar,  and  indecent  in 
"  their  dress,  they  sacrifice  their  lives  for  trifles,  and  are 
*'  indefatigable  in  unworthy  pursuits,  whilst,  improvident 
**  and  imprudent,  their  ideas  are  confined,  and  views  cir- 
**  cumscribed.  when  reduced  to  poverty,  they  patiently 
"  have  recourse  to  the  most  menial  employments,  foi^t- 
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"  ting  their  preriosB  cireumetancM,  snd  seldom  qnittiag 
"  the  world  without  ir^urit^  their  beDefactoiv :  bnt, 
"  whilst  the  acqaisiUon  of  richee  tttnpen  every  atrocity, 
"  indolenoe  pervades  even  ^eir  moat  momeDtoiu  tnuaa- 
"  actions,  like  those  demons,  who,  with- a  view  t«  de- 
"  ceire,  can  assume  the  most  specious  appearances,  so 
'*  the  natiw  of  hindoostait  has  no  pretenaioos  to  hiiraa- 
"  Dity  bat  the  figare ;  whilst,  impitstun,  fraud,  andiiaxp- 
**  tun  are  by  him  considered  mtritoriota  acton^ishmettis. 
"  by  these  art*  they  amass  Wealth,  whilst  the  conceited 
"  dutpe,  who  invests  them  with  the  management  of  his 
"  concema,  suddenly  finds  his  property  reduced  to  no- 
"  thing,  the  tendency  of  this  mandate  is  to  preclude  a 
"  confidence  in  their  actions,  or  an  adoption  of  their  ad- 
"  vice,  but  when  necessity  compels  you  to  have  recourse 
"  to  their  assistance,  employ  them  as  the  mechanic^,  and 
*'  Bopport  them  as  the  living  instruments  of  labonr."  i 
give  this  extract  rather  as  a  caveat  against  too  much  con- 
fidence, than  as  any  authority  for  maltreating  the  people, 
whom  their  conqueror  probably  paints  with  a  caricatu- 
rist's pwcil.  ~    ' 

that  many  excuses  made  by  the  natives  who  frequent 
Calcutta,  are  mere  pretexts  and  scandalous  impositions, 
none  can  be  more  conacious  than  myself,  but  until 
every  master  be  sufficientiy  versed  in  the  atatiatical  his- 
tory of  india,  to  decide  between  points  of  evasion  and 
those  of  religious  disqualification ;  or  until  an  active  in- 
telligent police  adjust  these  matters,  i  would  seriously  re- 
commend, that  no  hands  should  be  raised  to  enforce 
obedience,  except  the  legal  arm  of  magistracy,  among 
our  dependants  of  every  description, 

when  a  thoughtless  youth  talks  of  kicking  and  correct- 
ing with  a  cane,  any  native  of  rank  or  education,  if  no 
other  more  generous  reflection  will  have    weight  with 
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him,  be  sboold  recollect,  that  odthu'  pencHia]  oolr  verbal 
abuse  is  always  tamely  sobmittecl  to  by  the  bettei^  cl«M 
of  inhabitants  in  any  coantry :  nay,  that  some  tnbea  even 
in  iadia  are  famoDs  for  the  Bnmmaiy  antl  ample  revenge 
they  take  upon  Uiose  who  grossly  insult  them :  and  be- 
sides that  in  certain  points  of  honor,  they  are.. probably 
more  tenacious  than  ourselves,  the  practice  of  ccwporal 
punishment  of  domeatics,  one  would  hope,  is  almost  ez> 
ploded  in  both  hemispheres,  but  should  it  still  unfortu- 
nately exist  in  britisb  india,  let  me  advise  every  prudent 
man  to  exempt  his  baumr-ckee,  or  confidential  servant, 
yclept  cookf  from  this  ordeal,  for  reasons  as  numerous  at 
the  plums  in  a  wholesome  plum-pudding,  Bt\d  equally 
evident 

the  false  ideas  entertained  by  the  natives,  relative  to 
the  female  part  of  their  families,  render  nearly  every 
question  and  enquiry  (however  innocently  expressed  by 
us  and  consonant  with  our  costoms)  offensive  to  a  bin- 
dooetanee  in  the  extreme,  if  he  be  not  among  the  Very 
dregs  of  the  people,  or  accustomed  by  long  AuniUari^ 
and  habit  to  this  species  of  urbanity  of  manners,  we 
should  therefore  cautioudy  abstain  from  the  subject. en- 
tirely ;  unless  they  commence  it,  which  will  seldom,  if 
ever  happen,  an  i  imagine  they  deem  this  a  theme  unfit 
for  tha  conversation  of  the  aeuvBt  relations,  or  the  most 
intimate  friends,  so  absurd  is  their  fastidiousness  in 
these  affairs,  that  sala  a  wife's  brother,  is  a  term  of  re- 
proach, almost  equivalent  to  our  notions  oipmp  m  pander 
to  another's  paseions,  whence  the  blush  is  often  perceived 
on  a  brother-in-law's  cheek  when  denoted- by  that  other- 
wise endearing  epithet;  and  no  wonder,  as  the  word  is 
often  introdnced  for  one  of  downright  abuse :  door  ho 
sale !  get  out  you. — to  compUment  them  on  their  own  or 
children's  casual  appearance  of  health  and  plumpness,  to 


:dbvGoogIe 


544  DIALOGUES, 

pniBe  their  honea,  cattle,  or  any  thing  beloDgin^  to  a 
natiVe,  bad  better  be  avoided  by  those  who  envy  not  the 
one,  nor  covet  the  other;  and  are  averse  to  expose  their 
insufficient  Hcquaintanoe  with  hindooatanee  customs,  at 
^e  expense  of  their  politeness  also,     some  strange  no- 
tions of  a  similar  sort  still  exist  in  the  remote  parts  of 
onr  own  country,  where  the  common  people,  when  thus 
complimented,  are  apt  enongh  to  observe,  in  rather  a 
petulant  tone,  "  the  poor  thing  fares  only  like  its  neigh- 
bours, though  you  say  it  looks  better."    in  good  truth, 
our  rustics  occasionally  still  tremble  at  the  very  idea  of 
unlucky  feet  and  malignant  eyes;  nay,  there  is  a  well 
known  anecdote  of  a  haughty  Scottish  earl  id  the  oeigb- 
hourhood  of  edinburgh,  that  indicates  a  little  of  this  vuU 
garity  in  such  a  mighty  breast,     a  clergyman  from  the 
city  was  walking  with  his  lordship  through  an  avenue  of 
fine  thriving  trees,  and  remarked^  bow  very  well  they 
throve;  on  which  the  great  little  man  replied,  "so  they 
oii^ht,  for  they  have  nothing  else  to  do."    this  from  a 
libertine   peer   might,  have  been   construed  as  a  aUtiag 
repartee  to  a  fat  parson,  were  it  not  recognised  for  an 
otteotatiouB  display  of  lordly  pride,  which  on  another 
ocoasion  displayed  itself  thus,     the  obsequious  divine 
having  lamented,  that  he  understood  the  earl  had  been 
lately  complaining  of  indisposition,  was  with  grave  pomp- 
osity informed,  "  true  i  was  not  well,  but  i  never  com- 
plain." 

so  very  opposite  are  our  notions  of  good  breeding  and 
accomplishments,  that  in  most  cases  to  conceive  an 
Indian  genUeman  capable  of  acting,  dancing,  or  sing- 
ing, would  be  to  degrade  him  to  the  lowest  occupations 
in  society,  calculated  for  the  mercenary  vulgar  alone. 
yet,  these  very  men  do  not  imagine,  that  an  accidental 
eructation  is  any  deviation  from  politeness,  or  that  good 
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m^iDen  are  intnuled  oq,  by  talking  openly  on  subjects, 
which  we  either  CBrefully  disguiBe,  or  altogether  refrain 
from  ailudinfi^  to,  in  genteel  company,  though  Uie  □». 
tions  on  the  continent,  including  the  freach,  are  not  so 
scnipulouB. 

i  msBt  not  omit  to  notice  cettain  modes  of  ezpresdcm 
in  india,  very  importantly  connected  with  the  subjects 
here  discussed,  and  shall  therefore  briefly  advert  to 
the  ioterragative  answer.— muen  ne  ouheen  kiya  ?  did  i 
not  do  it?  kyoon,  guya  nuhee^'?  what,  is  At  not  gone? 
often  meaning  simply,  J  have  done  it— he  it  gone  ;  and  to 
the  word  j,hoot,h,  a  Ue^joke,  Sic.  bo  frequently  used  without 
any  offensive  intention  by  the  natives  of  that  country. 

the  former  mode,  thoi^h  jierhaps  not  altogether  the 
most  respectful,  is  nevertheless  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  idiom  of  the  lai^uage,  that  great  allowances 
should  be  made  for  the  use  of  it  by  the  natives :  and 
where  it  may  otherwise  have  the  appearance  of  disre- 
spect, it  is  better  in  such  cases  to  consider  it  rather  as 
proceeding  from  ignorance,  than  an  intention  to  offend. 
asj,hoot,hmeansjofte,  as  wellas  ^,and  is  very  frequently 
used  in  the  former  sense,  a  certain  degree  of  familiarity 
will  fiilly  justify  the  use  of  it;  without  the  least  inten- 
tion in  the  speaker,  of  impeaching  the  veracity  of  the 
person  to  whom  it  may  be  applied ;  we  must  therefore 
overlook  the  circumstance  of  sometimes  being  accused  of 
telling  a  white  He,  and  pocket  the  sUght  afiront  with  all 
possible  forbearance,  and  since  it  is  not  meant  in  that 
light,  let  us  take  the  fair  ude  of  the  observatioD  only. 

there  are  many  europeans  who  do  not  return  the  salute 
of  a  hindoostanee,  from  the  absurd  conception  of  degrad- 
ing theirselves,  by  performing  Uiis  obvious  duty  of  urban- 
ity, the  real  gentleman  may  surely  be  civil  to  all,  with- 
out being  more  familiar  than  he  deesia  proper  with  any. 
2h 
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Other  europeaiiB  unwittingly  Bcknowl«dge  the  sdiitftti<m 
with  the  left  hand,  which  is  accounted,  for  reasons  inad- 
missible here,  very  insnlting,  and  much  more  unpolitej 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  than  presenting  among  us  the  left 
for  the  right ;  or  this  even  covered  mtk  a  glove ;  and  the 
still  more  frigid  offer  of  a  solitary  finger,  wheo'  a  friend 
expects  a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  are  any  of  us  cal- 
lous to  the  haughtiness,  indifference,  or  Defect  of  our 
superiors  in  the  observance  of  such  ceremonies?  no! — we 
should  not  therefore  wonder  if  the  hindoostuiees  employ 
their  dexterity  in  making  reprizals ;  and  that  they  have 
already  done  so,  with  too  much  success,  will  i  donht  not 
be  evident  from  the  sequel. 

whcii  invited -to  the  entertainments  of  the  hindoo- 
stanee  gentlemen,  who  spare  no  expense  to  render  then 
sgreesble'  to  us,  we  too  often  lay  aside  that  decorum  and 
decency  of  hehavionr,  which  is  the  smallest  return  -  they 
can  expect,  for  the  hospitality  that  requested  our  attend- 
ance—instead of  making  suitable  allowance  for  the  edu- 
cation, maunerH,  and '  customs  of  the  natives,  we  rudely 
condemn  the  music,  dancing,  singing,  and  other  parts  of 
the  exhibition  that  please  them  most,  without  refiectii^ 
on  our  relative  situation  as  guests  only,  should  the 
drania,  or  pantomime  offend  onr  modesty,  nothing  is  so 
easy  as  to  retire  in  silence,  and,  for  a  few  minutes  at 
least,  to  smother  disgust  and  disapprobation  in  oar  own 
breasts,  surely  a  prudent  retreat  of  this  sort  would  more 
fiilly  establish  our  superiority  m  breeding  and  morality, 
than  vociferous  exclamations  of  "  beastly  stuff,"  or  in- 
sulting demonstrations  of  dislike  in  every  feature  and 
motion,  rude  clamour  is  by  no  means  the  unerring  test 
of  a  pure  and  immaculate  spirit,  which  rather  meditates 
in  silence  on  the  weakness  of  humanity,  th«i  npbraids 
another  with  the  consequences'  of  tuition  and  habit;  of 
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which  we,  as  well  as  the  indinas,  are  all  more  or  less  the 
abject  slaves. 

it  has  long  beoi  customary  id  the  east,  for  every  do> 
mestic  to  occupy  a  distinct  department ;  whence  the 
TezftUon  and  iDconveoience  which  attends  on  house- 
keeping there,  until  habit  and  necessity  reconcile  us  to 
sabmiHsion.  no  servant  in  india  will  cheerfully  perform 
mnotber's  duty,  certain  offices  can  in  fact  be  executed 
only  by  a  race  of  mortals,  depressed  to  the  lowest  stage 
of  life. for  those  express  porpoass.  here  again  it  would 
be  cmelty  and  madness,  to  force  any  other  attendant 
to  assume  a  duty,  to  which  a  particular  tribe  have  been 
bom,  and  are  truned  up  from  tbeir  earliest  years,  and 
who,  though  outcasts  from  all  society  bdt  their  own,  are 
so  ftr  from  feeling  the  hardship  of  their  lot,  that  even 
they  pride  theirselves  on  the  due  observance  of  certain 
discriminative  marks  of  their  cast. 

the  access  which  the  people  here  alluded  to  have  ob- 
tained to  our  kitobene,  (heir  being  employed  instead  of  a 
Jumuh  to  sweep  our  rooms,  and  above  all,  their  introduc- 
tion as  our  cooks,  and  deputy  waiters,  or  scullions,  most 
powerfully  conspire  to  rivet  the  belief,  which  both  moo. 
Bulmans  and  hindoos  cherish,  that  we  are  a  defiled  and 
impure  race,  i  was  once  told  very  gravely  by  a  khaiua- 
moHJee,  to  whom  i  was  proposing,  as  an  expedient  to  pre- 
vent the  grooms  firom  stealing  the  horses's  grain,  to  get 
the  sweeper  to  steep  it :  "  why,  sir,  take  that  trouble  ? 
**  you  have  only  to  touch  it  yourself,  and  not  a  man 
"  afterwaids  can  meddle  with  it  for  any  purpose  what< 
"  ever."  our  utensils  of  every  sort  are  very  improperly 
exposed  to  be  Ucked  by  each  cur  that  haunts  our  houses; 
but  in  a  country  like  india,  we  ought  no  longer  to  over- 
look apparent  trifles,  when  nearly  connected  with  the  es- 
timation and  rank  we  must  preserve  in  the  eyes  of  its  in- 
2h2 
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habitants.  Haa  circnmstanc*,  aad  that  of  oar  oat- 
caat  cooks,  deter  every  moMulman  almost  rrom  partak- 
\ag  of  any  repast  prepared  in  out  hoDsea,  which,  as  an 
insulated  fact,  thong^h  of  no  great  moment,  yet  when 
combined  with  others,  becomes  serious  eaongh  to  make 
me  wish  for  a  radical  reformation  ia  the  kitchen  depart- 
ment, it  might  speedily  be  effected  by  encouraging  dM 
mugs,  moMnlmans,  Chinese,  portuguese,  and  hindooa  to 
act  as  cooks ;  rather  than  to  perserere  in  employing  the 
lowest  and  filthiest  of  the  human  race  (people  idio  eat 
carrion,  act  as  execationere,  and  exolnsively  perform  the 
mean^t  offices  of  life),  in  services  so  intimately  coanect- 
ed  with  the  pleaaures  of  the  table,  and  the  preservation 
of  health,  should  gentlemen  begin  to  affect  an  tAiaav- 
ance  of  forma  in  this  re^»ect,  it  is  not  only  probable  we 
would  rise  much  higher  in  the  general  estimation  of  Uie 
natives,  but  doubtless  we  should  also  be  less  subject  to  a 
disgusting  and  often  dangerous  indifierenee  in  our  8er> 
vanta,  as  to  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  of  our  food, 
Sic.  we  now,  indeed,  often  give  them  too  much  reason 
to  conceive,  judging  of  us  by  their  own  prejudices,  that 
the  use  of  the  filthiest  utensils  and  the  dirtiest  mbbera  in 
our  kitchens  and  pantries  are  inconsequential  to  us ;  pro- 
vided a  little  apparent  decency  (they  probably  know  not 
why)  is  kept  up  before  our  fitces  in  the  parlour  or  ball. 
toothpicks  from  brooms,  and  strainers  from  the  worst 
ptu-ts  of  their  wearing  apparel,  are  expedients  in  timea  of 
hnrry  that  we  often  sospect  our  servants  to  adopt 
should  any  doubt  remain  on  the  subject,  i  can  only  say, 
tfiat  i  have  myself  detected  instances  of  both,  whatever 
fiiTonrable  estimation  they  may  form  of  our  courage, 
sagacity,  and  religious  forbearance,  it  will  be  long  before 
they  assign  us   a  respectable   compara^ve  rank  in  the 
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tcale  of  mankind,  wheo  Tiewing  us  throngfa  the  deluuve 
medium  and  bigotry  of  catt. 

tfaia  engine  of  cast  was  donbtleu  invented  by  the  bin- 
doos,  both  for  its  intemal  policy  ankong  tbemeelves  and 
the  depretsion  of  all  other  nations,  by  tho  exaltation  of 
dieir  own :  since  it  goes  so  far  as  to  coafet  on  them  ta 
imi^nary  saperiority,  that  admits  of  no  convert  to  their 
religiooa  creeds,  the  mmsnlmans,  howerer,  have  im- 
bibed a  considerable  degree  of  the  ^trit  of  it ;  whether 
pt^itically  or  accidentally  need  not  be  discussed  here, 
bvt  on  all  occasions  they  &il  not  to  avail  theirselves  of 
the  advantage  it  bestows,  in  consequence  of  our  inat> 
tantion  to  matters  of  primary  cottsideration  with  them, 
in  point  of  parity  wfe  are  become,  in  the  estimation  of 
both  these  classes  of  hiodoostaneea,  exactly  on  a  footing 
with  the  hulatkhors ;  or  those  who,  especially  about  Cal- 
cutta, now-a-days  generally  prepare  victuals  for  us,  but 
whom  they  permit  not  to  enter  their  dwellings*  or  to 
touch  any  thing  that  appertains  to  them,  it  is  very 
usual  for  the  turkart  and  khant<ananfee»  of  a  new  comer, 
in  answer  to  hii  Kiquiries  respecting  the  different  casts 
of  his  servants,  to  inform  him  that  the  mihtur,  or  his 
brother,  the  cook,  "  is  of  master's  cast."  it  therefore 
behoves  us,  while  granting  every  indulgence  to  the  reli- 
gious prejudices  of  others,  to  guard  against  such  insidi- 
ous encroachments  of  those  very  people  as  may  tend  to 
a^ct  either  our  national  honour,  interest,  or  our  private 
comfort  and  character. 

it  is  with  much  pleasure  i  have  observed,  that  a  becom- 
ing sense  of  this  subject  has  of  late  years  saved  as  from 
a  most  humiliating  degradation  in  the  eyes  of  our  ser- 
vants, both  moisahnans  and  hindoos.  i  allude  to  the 
'  practice  which  formerly  very  generally  prevailed  in  oal- 
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cQtta,  of  introducing  &  mthtur  or  other  perMn  of  the 
lowest  cast,  to  bring  in  and  carry  away  pork  when  used  &t 
our  tables,  this  ori^nated  in  the  ttuolent  refiw&l  (to  give  it 
no  worse  epithet)  of  our  mooeulman  serrantB,  to  perform 
an  office  that  merely  Bobjected  them  to  the  trifling  pains 
of  ablution  by  water :  when  indeed  there  were  any 
among  them,  who  thought  even  this  pains  necessary. 

this  custom  is  now  generaily  exploded,  no  nunaolmui, 
since  our  eyes  hare  been  opened  in  this  respect,  will 
think  of  refusing  to  lift  plates  or  dishes,  althoo^,  ac- 
cording to  his  religious  tenets,  defiled  by  poric.  yet  in  a 
collateral  contrast  in  the  article  of  oommon  civility  and 
polilenesB,  as  expressed  by  us  and  the  bindoostaneea,  we 
are  no  less  shamefully  imposed  on,  than  we  formeiiy 
were  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  bringing  the  mthtur  to 
our  Tery  table. 

we  uncover  the  head,  they  do  this  to  the  feet;  and 
these  are  acknowledged  marks  of  reciprocal  respect 
among  superiors,  equals,  and  inferiors;  the  omission  of 
which  would  be  deemed  the  highest  insult,  both  among 
them  and  us  respectively,  when  a  native  steps  aside  to 
say  his  prayers,  whether  there  be  a  carpet  on  the  spot  or 
not,  be  must  pull  off  his  slippers ;  not  as  a  positive  act 
of  worship,  but  as  a  decent  observance  or  preparation 
only,  we  act  in  a  similar  manner  previona  to' devotion, 
by  uncovering  oar  heads,  and  this  we  do  even  to  a  friend 
on  visiting  bis  dwelling ;  but  he  never  conceives  by  this 
act  that  we  mean  to  make  an  idol  of  him ;  or  that  we 
consider  his  house  farther  than  mere  civility  goes,  as  pos- 
sessed of  any  degree  of  sacredness,  assigned  by  ns  to  a 
temple  of  worship,  what  the  hindoostanees  do  with 
their  shoes  in  their  mosques,  &c.  they  also  carefully  ob< 
serve  in  a  similar  manner  in  the  manaions  and  apttrtmenta  - 
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of  each  other ;  and  if  this  be  true,  as  doubtlesa  it  is,  the 
parallel  is,  i  hope,  in  every  respect  no  less  so. 

in  every  part  of  hindoostau  that  i  have  travelled  over, 
the  people  invariably  uacorei  their  feet  before  they  enter 
an  apartment  where  they  believe  any  thing  decent  or 
human  dwells,  but  mirtdnk  dictu  !  they  intrude  on  the 
british  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  and  its  environs,  without 
the  slightest  attention  to  Uiis  act  of  politeness,  most 
scrupulously  observed  among  themselves,  as  if  they  were 
determioed  to  trample  ua  under  the  pride  of  cast  by 
evincing,  that  to  a  hindoo  or  moosulmaD  alone  tt  was 
necessary  to  pay  this  common  mark  of  civility  or 
respect. 

among  men  who  are  biassed  by  ieligi<m  and  inveterate 
prejudices,  and  who  wjah  all  europeaua  to  be  considered 
as  unclean  and  contaminated  creatures,  contrasted  wiih 
their  noble  selves,  surely  the  honest  pride  and  indignation 
ofeveryeuropean  british  suhjectwill  be  excited  toco-operate 
in  combating  and  exploding  so  monstrous  an  innovation 
on  the  respect,  certainly  due  to  us  as  men,  and  particu- 
larly so  by  the  natives  of  india.  it  is  so  far  fortunate, 
that  the  unreasonable  advantage  taken  by  the  purseproud 
hindoostanee  upstarts  of  our  apathy  and  ignorance,  is  in 
a  great  degree  confined  to  the  metropolis  of  buugalu  and 
the  sister  presidencies ;  but  as  the  evil  is  daily  spreading, 
and  the  audacity  extending  even  to  the  lower  order  of  our 
servants,  it  may  be  high  time  to  attempt  to  crush  this 
cockatrice-egg  for  ever,  with  no  other  act  of  violence  be- 
yond the  resolution  of  doing  ourselves  justice  in  the 
mildest  way. 

the  advocates  for  the  continuance  of  our  indifference 
on  this  point  are  of  course  all  the  baboos,  deewaos,  sur- 
kars,  monsheea,  and  other  Jeo  in  Calcutta ;  who  have  had 
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the  Mt  and  addresa  to  persuftde  some  otherwiM  intelligent 
men,  that  the  freedom  here  complained  of,  is  quite  inno- 
oent  in  its  natnre  ;  nay,  that  to  preserre  ttiemBelvei  froia 
contamination  in  oar  dwelliDgs,  they  cannot  act  otber- 
wiee.  ovr  dogs  are  aecoaed  of  de^ng  oar  floon,  aad 
we  of  spitting  on  them  by  the  apotlees  hindooBtaneoi  ; 
who  also  say  that  onr  carpets  and  mats  are  therefore 
equally  polluted  with  the  streets,  on  which  no  decoit 
penon  of  course  walks  barefooted,  i  bare  already,  i 
tnistj  demonstrated  that  religion  is  here  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  fact  of  ifa  not  being  yet  on  this  occasioD 
urged  by  oar  inferior  serrants,  whose  souls  certainly  are 
as  worthy  of  preservation  as  those  of  their  more  exalted 
brethren,  fully  proves  that  theological  reaaons  cannot  be 
urged  in  extenuation  of  the  oflwnce,  committed  ^ainat 
us  and  every  law  of  hospitality,  granting,  however,  that 
■uch  arguments  might  be  niged,  whether  is  it  more  rea- 
sonable, that  we  should  be  scandalonsly  and  openly  in- 
sulted ;  6r  that  the  punty  or  delicacy  of  those,  who  com- 
plain of  the  nncleanness  of  our  apartmenta,  should  be 
saved,  by  their  being  put  to  the  expease  of  a  few  anas  for 
socks,  (which  are  occasionally  used  by  them)  to  be  worn 
on  their  visits  to  our  houses  ? 

as  we  do  not  insist  on  ths  better  sorts  of  natives  sit- 
ting on  our  floors,  but  allow  them  chairs,  i  can  perceive 
no  pretext  whatever  for  any  fortiier  indulgence;  nor  can 
i  imagine  that  the  favourite  nuonshee  or  dependant  who 
shall  persist  in  approaching  his  employer  with  shoes  on 
his  feet,  afler  the  matter  is  explained  to  him,  can  be 
really  a  man  entitled  to  any  consideration,  i  shall  sos- 
pect  that  he  possesses  an  arrogant  head,  if  not  a  very 
treacherous  heart,  men  in  debt,  or  under  pecuniary  ob- 
ligations to  their  native  attendants,  will  perhaps  be  oblig- 
ed by  them  to  succumb,  as  it  is  not  the  nature  of  an 
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■odian  to  let  bis  matter  reaBsame  that  dignity,  wbich  a 
crafty  and  opulent  servant  has  for  a  length  of  time  trod 
npon,  with  triamphant  insolence. 

i  introdaced  the  practice  of  leaving  shoes  at  my  door 
while  in  india  wilii  every  success,  nor  have  i  met  with  One 
man  who  could  for  a  moment  defend  any  attempt  to 
keep  them  on.  so  iar  from  it,  that  peraons  from  the 
upper  provinces  have  oftea  Ratified  their  surprise  to  me, 
at  onr  sufiering  the  impertinence  of  the  calcntta  people 
in  this  essential  point  of  respect  so  long. 

among  onrselves,  some  wiseacres  ni^e,  that  the  native 
who  comes  bowiDg  and  criogiog  into  our  company,  can- 
not really  mean  to  disrespect  us  by  wearing  his  shoes. 
bot  to  this  my  reply  is,  the  introductory  homage  is  mo- 
mentary, and  not  much  observed  ;  the  slipper  freedom  on 
the  contrary  is  permanent,  and  attracts  the  regard  and 
admiration  of  every  domestic,  who  has  not  yet  insinuated 
so  fitr  into  the  good  graces  of  his  superior,  as  to  Tentote 
on  the  introduction  of  his  brogues  also,  other  gentle- 
men, sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  the  act,  but  conceiv- 
ing the  proper  remedy  now  impracticable,  without  a  more 
hearty  concurrence  in  the  cause  than  our  apathy  will  ap. 
parently  admit  of,  have  ludicrously  proposed  to  order 
their  servants  of  alt  descriptions,  under  the  penalty  of 
high  displeasure,  not  to  offend  their  master's  delicacy  of 
sight,  by  the  future  unseemly  exposure  of  their  naked 
feet,  this  perhaps,  or  receiving  every  non-conforming 
hindoostaoee  in  a  bare  room,  would  be  preferable  to  the 
derogatory  mode  submitted  to  now  ;  unless  for  the  sake 
of  private  and  public  conciliation,  along  with  domestic 
peace,  it  might  be  advisable  at  once  to  permit  every 
body  tM  boett  or  a  species  of  btukin  tockt,  called  ^.etoiu, 
to  wear  them  in  our  presence,  which  would  obviata  all 
chance  of  contamination  on  one  hand,  or  pedo/  nudity  on 
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the  other ;  and  tboB  regulated,  might  soon  appear  to  pro* 
ceed  from  no  want  of  proper  deference  to  the  person 
visited  in  that  manner,  which  cannot  otherwise  be  the 
case. 

the  excuse  sometimes  urged,  for  taking  the  shoe 
liberty  with  gentlemen  who  may  oppose  it,  that  "  of  the 
ofiender  being  allowed  to  use  it  in  the  houses  of  much 
greater  men,"  ia  scarcely  worth  notice:  since  as  an  argu- 
ment it  merely  amounts  to  this,  "  a.  b.  c.  allow  me  to 
tread  on  them ;  x.  y.  z.  should  not  complain  when  trant- 
pled  on  also."  the  natives  wearing  their  shoes  in  some 
-instances  at  their  own  vades  frequented  by  us,  is  rather 
in  favour  of,  than  against  my  arguments,  we  often  im- 
-properly  wear  our  hats  at  their  houses,  and  they  in  return 
shew  their  determination  to  be  on  a  footing  with  us,  even 
at  the  sacrifice  of  a  sense  of  propriety  in  favour  of  them- 
selves, hut  were  a  contrary  construction  to  be  put  on 
this  6act,  and  were  it,  and  the  excuse  hbove  quoted,  to  be 
allowed  auy  d^ree  of  weight  in  favour  of  the  assumption 
of  shoes  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  both  might  be  snc- 
cessfully  opposed  by  a  fact  also  very  notorious — Uiat  of 
the  curious  europeau  stranger  being  made,  contrary  to 
all  rule,  to  uuslipper  himself,  when  desirous  uf  viewing 
the  inside  of  the  palaces  of  any  of  their  great  men.  if  he 
be  in  boots,  as  tbese  are  considered  an  indispensable 
part  of  military  dress,  the  ceremony  is  waved,  which 
ahews^  that  the  idea  of  bis  defiling  the  apartments  has 
little  weight  in  the  extraordinary  mfok  of  respect  other- 
wise required  of  him.  it  ia  indeed  rather  one  among 
many  of  those  instances  seized  by  the  crafty  hindoo- 
stanee,  to  lower  the  european  character  in  an  obvious 
comparison : — what  they  well  know  to  be  meant  by  .us  as 
a  mark  of  respect,  equal  to  that  paid  by  us  to  the  highest 
among  ourselves  in  india,  is  not  sufficient  for  Uiem,  while 
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a  degradation   is  in  view,  which  oar  easy  compliance 
gives  them  an  opportunity  of  imposing  on  na. 

that  the  shoe  eDcroachment  is  only  of  a  piece  with  the 
other  latent  schemes  which  exist,  to  sink  as  imperceptihly 
and  by  degrees,  while  the  hindoostanees  raise  tbemseWes 
to  proportionate  consequence  at  our  expence,  is  obvious 
from  innumerable  circumstances  ;>trivial  indeed  each  in 
itself,  but  taken  together,  well  worthy  of  serious  opposi- 
.  tion  on  onr  parts,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  the  word 
sahib  has  been  industriously  dropped  from  our  several 
names  by  ttie  highest  and  lowest  classes  of  indians,  wher- 
ever this  could  be  done  by  them  with  impunity,  both  in 
speaking  of  us,  and  in  noting  the  direction  of  letters,  at 
the  post  offices,  and  on  other  occasions,  all  this  time, 
however,  our  domestics,  and  others  with  as  little  preten- 
sions, 'are  taking  special  care  to  dub  theirselves,  baboo, 
mrkar.  Sec.  in  which  we  absurdly  humour  them  ;  without 
recollecting,  that  the  first  is  a  noble  titie,  and  the  second 
applicable  only  to  the  government  of  a  state.;  or,  speak- 
ing very  respectfully,  the  master  of  a  &mily.  by  the 
papers  found  at  sreerungpvttvn,  of  which  a  translation, 
was  published  by  authority,  we  find  that  the  late  teepoo 
Booltan  denominated  hisself  and  bis  government  "  turkaf 
bhooda-dad"  a  gOTemment  the  gift  of  god,  t.  e.  by  the 
grace  of  god.  when  i  observe  these  and  simitar  instances 
of  encroachment,  the  eagerness  that  overgrown  rich  oa- 
tives  betray  to  jostle  us  with  their  carriages  and  palkeeS : 
to  hire  eoropeans  as  coachmen,  servants,  or  as  masters 
of  ceremonies ;  to  have  their  grand  processionB  and  mar- 
riages graced  in  the  open  streets  of  Calcutta,  with  the  at- 
.tendance  of  military  bands  of  music  : — i  cannot  avoid 
asking  my  countrymen  one  sober  question  :  pray  what  is 
the  aim,  and  how  may  all  this  end  ?  the  hindoostanees, 
while  so  sparing  of  sahib  before  an  englisb  name,  readily 
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confer  it  upon  the  descendants  of  the  prophet  called  meer, 
such  a  one,  but  we  are  nuMtird  and  jetd  without  cere- 
mony, as  being  of  an  inferior  order  for  whom  ja  is  high 
enoogh. 

we  shonld  nerer  lose  sight  of  ont  object  which  many  of 
the  natives  have  in  view ;  when  they  thrust  theirselves 
into  the  private  assemblies  of  men  of  rank ;  when  they 
a&ct  to  have  free  ingress  to  their  houses ;  when  they  can 
use  the  freedom  to  loll  on  their  couches,  and  occasion- 
ally are  indulged  by  a  game  at  chess  with  them  and  their 
ikmitiei,  with  their  thoet  on.  this  intercourse,  not  beii^ 
altogether  consonant  to  the  religions  prejudices  of  many 
of  the  natives,  cannot  prove  agreeable  to  them ;  bi^t,  it 
serves  the  dangerous  purpose,  to  confound  their  wonder- 
etrock  countrymen  into  the  moat  abject  submission,  per- 
ceiving the  height  of  insolence  and  supposed  power,  to 
which  the  monied  men  have  ascended,  it  is  naturally  pre- 
sumed they  could  hurl  the  thunder  of  infiuence  ^ainat 
any  wretch,  who  should  be  rash  enough  to  assert  bia 
liberty  to  breathe  the  vittd  air  in  their  despight.- 

an  opulent  bindoostanee  requires  no  more  than  the 
mere  appearance  of  intimacy  with  the  great,  to  enaUe 
him  to  brow-beat  or  oppress  his  neighbours,  or  those  who 
have  real  cause  of  complaint  against  him.  the  mere  abi- 
lity to  assert — "  well,  i  have  had  su(^  a  confidential  co»- 
"  versetion  with  our  chief  to-dey,  he  honors  me  so  highly 
"  that  i  wear  my  shoes  in  his  company ;  nay,  between 
"  oarselves,  i  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  accommodate 
"  him  with  a  lak,h  or  two  of  rupees,  by  way  of  loan." — 
this  is  more  than  enough  to  petrify  the  hearts  of  a  thou- 
sand indian  auditors  with  terror  and  dismay,  a  rich, 
eleek,  insidious  baboo-jee,  who  lends  cash  to  supmon, 
on  such  occasions  is  sufficiently  versed  in  the  arithmatk 
of  hindoostanee  policy  to  eecure  the  money,  and  a  species 
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of  compoand  interest,  on  principles  perfsetiy  oongraial  to 
his  feelings,  however  repugnant  to  those  of  his  patron', 
who,  good  easy  man,  most  probably  never  adverted  to 
the  deep-laid  scheme  of  circumventing  his  honour,  and 
probity  in  this  way,  for  the  basest  purposes. 

it  is  not  enough  that  the  legislature  have  wisely  prohi- 
bited presents,  as  only  a  modified  species  of  bribery  and 
corruption,  when  the  wealthy  natiree  can  still  with  im- 
punity, and  the  most  pernicious  coDsequences,  lend  the 
chief  or  other  officer  of  a  district  enormous  sums,  and  can 
also  lose  to  them  whatever  they  choose  at  play. 

men  long  acquainted  with  indian  affairs,  and  whose 
hearts  are  as  sound  as  their  heads  are  clear,  need  not  be 
warned,  of  what  they  themselves  will  most  cottscientioanly 
avoid,  this  is  not  exactly  the  case,  however,  with  the  in- 
experienced youth,  who  proceed  for  hindoostan  to  occupy 
the  highest  stations  in  the  state,  and  who,  unless  put  oa 
their  guard,  may  yet  split  on  this  latent  rock,  so  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  british  india,  and 
to  the  good  eflects  of  the  salutary  laws  and  regulations, 
which  are  or  should  be  blended,  framed,  and  administered, 
with  the  liberal  and  benign  spirit  of  the  british  constitu> 
tion,  by  the  several  governments  in  that  most  fertile  and 
delicious  portion  of  the  globe. 

a- wealthy  native  having  such  access  to  the  principal 
officers  of  any  district  as  above  detailed,  has  the  easiest 
task  imaginable,  without  the  expense  of  a  single  douceur, 
to  constitute  himself  receiver  general  of  bribes  for  the 
whole :  and  to  retire  in  independence,  before  his  unsus- 
pecting protectors  could  well  be  aware  of  his  conduct 
and  designs,  the  wages  of  corruption  here,  are  similar  t» 
the  gambling  debts  at  home — considered  as  saued  to 
honor,  the  donor  is  equally  bound  to  conceal  with  the 
receiver:   whence  the  difficulty  of  learning,  till  too  late, 
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what  a  native  favourite  ha«  been  carryiog  on  in  his  ud- 
coDBciouB  superior^B  name,  a  prerentive  is  surely  mncli 
better  than  a  cure,  for  this  undennining  evil,  aod  should 
be  adopted  by  every  honest  man  in  power  as  soon  as 
possible. 

)  hare  been  an  eye  witness  ofa  whole  district  in  motion 
to  complain  of  a  native  ma^^istrate  for  his  rapacity  and 
extortion,  bat  who  were  silenced  in  one  moment,  by  the 
man  cunningly  managing  to  procure  for  bis  son  a  khUut, 
or  honorary  dress,  from  the  investigating  hritish  officer; 
who  unguardedly  delivered  it  to  the  boy  on  bis  waiting 
upon  him.  the  khUut  had  been  brought  on  purpose  by 
the  bther,  and  was  disposed  of,  -as  above  related,  about 
an  hour  before  bis  accusers  could  appear,  to  bring  him  if 
possible  to  justice,  this  apparent  nark  of  influence  and 
favor,  though  so  surreptiUously  obtained,  had  the  desired 
effect  of  appalling  the  sufferers,  they  retired,  end  left 
their  oppressor  to  chuckle  over,  and  enjoy  with  impunity^ 
the  iniquitous  fruits  of  his  own  adroitness. 

that  the  Indians  are  adepts  in  the  science  of  circamveo- 
tion,  no  man  conversant  with  tbem  can  deny ;  it  behoves 
all  of  us,  therefore,  to  prevent  their  making  u>  the  uncon- 
sdoQB  abettors  of  their  injustice,  this  they  obtain  the 
means  of  perpetrating,  through  circuitous  channels,  and 
nnder  the  most  trivial  circumstances  of  real  or  imaginary 
ascendancy,  with  a  success,  equalled  only  by  the  ef- 
frontery and  perseverance  exerted  by  them  in  all  such 
infamous  pursuits,  if  the  hints  communicated  here,  and 
in  my  oUier  works,  shall  tend  to  conduct  any  of  my 
countrymen  \yth  credit  and  safely  through  those  endless 
{nazes  of  hindoostanee  tergiversation,  to  which  they  must 
be  exposed,  i  shall  consider  myself  amply  repaid  for  the 
paina  i  have  not  failed  to  take,  as  must  be  evident  from 
my  freedom  of  speech  on  this  interesting  theme,  involv- 
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ing  tbe  property  and  happiness  of  many  millions  of  our 
indiaa  fellow  subjects,  who  are  ultimately  exposed  to 
greater  sufieringB  by  our  ignorance  and  folly  than  we  can 
possibly  encounter  therefrom. 

the  writer  of  an  essay  to  teach  inexperienced  youth  the 
art  of  speaking  with  propriety,  among  eastern  nations/may 
surely  indulge  in  a  few  admonitions  on'tbe  best  modes  oF 
acting  and  tMnking  also  for  that  attractive  por^on  of  the 
world's  great  stage,  still  open  to  performeTs  in  both  peace- 
ful and  warlike  scenes,  to  regulate  or  control  those  pas- 
sions most  prevalent  in  hot  voluptuous  climes,  on  every 
occasion,  is  almost  a  hopeless  task,  unless  strong  religious 
or  moral  impressions,  and  a  phlegmatic  habit  from  the 
hand  of  nature,  exactly  fitted  to  receive  them,  have  paved 
the  way  to  such  salutary  self-denial  as  roust  constantly  be 
made  to  escape  from  loathsome,  if  not  fatal  diseases  in 
our  oriental  colonies,  where  the  example  of  licentious 
indulgences  is  powerful  enough  to  eradicate  all  those  pure 
principles  and  precepts,  which  have  been  previously  incul- 
cated under  the  parental  roof  of  the  young  emigrant,  of 
three  eviU,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  it  is  my  sincere  ad- 
vice that  he  should  prefer  tbe  least,  if  with  my  counsel  he 
cannot  substitute  a  remedy,  during  several  years,  against 
those  very  temptations  with  which  every  sojourner  in  hio- 
doostan  is  more  or  less  beset,  where  innate  abilities  pre- 
side, and  can  direct  the  miod  to  a  due  cultivation  of  the 
fine  arts  and  sciences,  by  way  of  recreation  from  official 
toils,  there  let  tbe  fortunate  possessor  direct  his  intel- 
lectual enei^ies;  only  so  for,  however,  as  not  to  under- 
mine bis  constitution,  when  rare  talents  ^o  not  appa- 
rently exist,  no  man  should  despair  of  laying  out  his 
whole  stock,  even  slender  as  it  may  seem  on  first  sight, 
at  a  species  of  compound  interest,  never  losing  that  con- 
fidence inseparable  from  this  idea :  all  is  the  gifl  of  tn- 
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duitiy,  witboat  whose  frieDdly  aid  each  lo%  genias  were 
a  barren  tree,  and  foney's  flights  a  garden  full  of  weeds, 
idleness,  on  the  contrary,  ift  the  prolific  parent  of  all 
vice,  and  the  insidious  assassin  of  every  virtue,  especially 
when  cherished  ta  the  lap  of  a  warm  delicious  region, 
beneath  a  vertical  sun  and  cloudless  skies,  whose  serenity 
alone  is  calculated  to  lull  the  most  vigilant  spirit  that 
aver  breathed,  to  inglorious  repose,  and  into  the  miseries 
of  life  which  follow  in  her  train,  mere  animal  exercise 
and  motion  applied  in  the  most  laudable  manner,  though 
wholesome  and  requisite,  are  not  such  powerful  antidotes 
to  vicious  propensities  as  mental  exertions  and  pursuits; 
every  individual,  therefore,  must  find  it  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  moment  to  his  present  and  future  happiness,  to 
monnt  as  speedily  as  possible  some  scientific,  professional, 
naefnl,  or  innocent  hobby,  on  which  he  may  ride  with 
safety,  success,  and  pleasure,  the  live-long  day  and  every 
conscious  hour  of  night,  even  amidst  the  luxurious  plains 
of  britial)  india,  ancorrupted  or  defiled  by  their  glaring 
impurities,  if  the  readers  of  my  lucubrations  can  only 
extract  a  saving  portion  of  animating  fire  from  them,  to 
constitute  their  departure  from  this  country  a  ttartii^ 
pott  in  any  profitable  career,  a  victory  over  indolence  and 
intemperance  will  be  gained  before  the  battle  hath  well 
begun  {  and  the  most  docile  steed  that  i  can  furnish  for 
running  tlie  proposed  race,  is  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  btndoostanee  tongue,  with  a  taste  for  oriental  liteia- 
ture>  in  its  utmost  extent,  that  solitary  sacrifices  and 
promiscuous  intercourse  on  the  altar  of  nnbaUowed  de- 
sire, is  in  fa^  sowing  the  seeds  of  bad  health  on  the  brink 
of  a  premature  grave,  no  man  acquainted  with  the  homao 
frame,  and  its  exposure  to  infection,  can  deny ;  and  all 
who  shall  foolishly  attempt  to  sare  their  porsee  by  those 
expedients,  may  pay  dearly  in  enervated  persons  for  theii 
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oeonoBilcal  pbuiB  of  wMthering  tbe  ■torm  of  precotuon* 
•xatemeat,  in  the  oeotie  of  univerml  immonUty  in  thu 
tMtaooe>  ot  that  of  general  coMubtmage.  many  people 
have  Ktcd  long  enongfa  after  their  return  from  the  eaat, 
to  think  that  the  last  tnmtiomed  rmource  waa  dtimately 
ptodnctiTe  ef  wone  oonaequences  than  any  bodily  com- 
plaint whatever,  the  naracroo*  crying  ihu,  for  which 
they  had  tbos  become  respoaaible,  being  alone  a  terrifio 
idea  on  this  tide  of  time,  independent  of  «Terlasting 
poniihment,  beyond  tbe  praaent  ttaie  of  ezistenoe,  for 
lAetr  jpntreaium.  the  laflt,  bat  by  no  meant  the  leait 
panacea,  ia  undoubtedly  that  of  seaaonable  matrimony,  to 
which  it  will  be  wiae  to  fly  from  the  Tarioua  ills  of  every 
<^ier  Doetnun,  being  better,  in  the  language  of  ■criptore, 
to  marry  than  to  bum,  widi  concnpiBoent  oil,  that  nay 
daily  add  fuel  to  the  lambent  flame  in  this  hdy  condition, 
which  is  the  very  reverse  in  all  the  rest,  aa  moat  rakes 
and  libertines  have  found,  yAxok  too  late,  to  their  cosL 
to  counterbalance  the  increased  expense  of  natrimobial 
inoumbrances,  a  new  atimoluB  to  sobriety  and  locratiTe 
ktbour,  with  additional  influence  and  respect  in  the  eyea 
of  god  and  man>  besides  domestic  felici^  and  comfort. 
occupy  the  bright  nde  of  the  |Hctore,  and  contribute  with 
tenovated  acting  to  exalt,  embelliab,  and  reader  society 
deligbtfal,  wlule  an  old  battered  bachelor  has  to  nionm' 
in  silence  over  bis  lot  forlorn,  and  cbeeriesa  passage  to 
the  g^ooray-tomb.  the  rigid  seclusion  of  the/emaZeser, 
by  tbe  asiatics  in  general,  has  prodaoed  a  species  of 
oMGreoatu  poetry,  the  subjects  of  which  must,  of  coone, 
grwaUy  detract  from  the  degance  and  beauty  otherwiae 
viaible  in  many  of  those  amatory  effusiontf ;  so  striking, 
indeed,  that  the  great  father  of  orientalism  in  tbe  west 
was  fiwcinated  with  their  charms ;  and  from  the  total 
wukt  of  KTwo/  terminations  and  pronouns  in  the  melo- 
2  o 
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dtDitt  paniui,-hs  bad  il  in  Us  povsr  to  Avow  ^Jtmimme 
veH,  uDdiaooTCKcly  oTertlie  ex^oiaite  sngtisli  tfuabttidiMij 
qooted  in  hit  gnuBmari  thus  rendered  morelreiaedubl* 
forjtegay  deUuTefloiwn^  tfaan.itt  BubeteBtja],  ■■wl,  ar 
evieo  pbilologiaal.'fi»it& 

ia  th*.  hijidooBtaBee,  no.uiQtiaanieptitioua  veiiioiu  can 
be  ituda  witlMiit  ina^cnt  d^cction,  througb  Um  nusouUne 
a  aDd  ifeminine  m,  tbat.would  bfroompioioaH  in  ave^  Una 
wcra-ashiq  lovtr.aad  nHfuahooq  btloatd,  fJtaya vhat  thay- 
malutfllUf  ougbt  to  be  amoag  the  poeta  of  the.  aaal*  fron 
whose  hooka  one  is  theoce  led  to  beltere*  tlui  tha^moat 
odSTe^ive  taaTe&.of  the  greek  and  la^a  claaaioa,  in  thia 
mpect>  ware  ariginally  atolenf  and  uoecceuntably  ads^rad 
by.  oatitHiB,  whoae  &ir  aez  was  not  inuftuied  fmao  tiha 
eyas  and  love  of  tlmr  cooDtrymeii,  aa  tht^  ban  for  i^es 
l^eea  by  the  majori^  of.moMttloiana.  thia  practice  is  not 
ao  prew^eot  ampog  the  hindoos,  n^o,  oonaeqaaiUly  mifa 
va,  put  the  aubjeot  and  ^jeot  of  ooDoupiacent  afiectiona 
in  tbwr  proper  place,  in  all  their  love  ««nga  and  romaooeat- 
whiob  the  Arabians  likewise  do,  but  we  eaimot  ahmya  amy 
ao  much  in  favour  of  the  persiaoa,  Ourka^  and  iadian  turn*' 
Uma*  either  as  prose  or  poetical  authoiM' 

ehotdd  thia  theme  be  intvodueed  in  ametnatiut  with  or 
hy  a. raw  dialogist,  after  his  arrival  in  UodixiBtail,  1st  him 
aaooUecttliat  ba  willbe  treading- on  slippery' gnAmd,  and 
the  sooaer  it  ii  dropt  the  more  readily'  will  be  eac^ie' 
thoaa.slwaU.and  quicksandB,  wbidi  unskilful  aBrigaUxa' 
CD  the  bqundlsss  ocean  gC  hvman.  speech  are  apt  to  eo- 
countecx  .at,  th^  ;OWii..  peril,  while  ntipronded  with  tfae 
pilot  or  monitor,  whom  aay  reader^  will  diaoarer  in  these 
pages,  and  can  steei  .clear  of  evefy  danger  by  using  dlat 
rational .  compass  now  placed  at  thaic  disposai,  for  their' 
guidanoe  through  hindooatanee  coBoqinea,  of  thia  natore. ' 
it  is  vy  proriBce  to  state  fasta  aa  tfaey  abaolotely  we. 
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Mte  i<  ik  orfUr  to  Uttart  them,  n*  oikert  hat*  done,  to 
«tet  tttf^  rtioaU  be  ;  i  it«p  Ifarti,  fer  decency's  eeke,  t 
adio  b«ve  been  obliged  to  take  on  nsioni  oocaions*  ia 
die  gnMc^nd  Itrge  gmmnNir,  vkicb,  withost  Am  inter- 
mediate expltination,  might  have  misled  tfaoughtleM  and. 
sap^rflcial  sbbMftrg  into  a  dialogical  wbiripool  qaiteout 
of  titeir  depth. 

with  no  pretetwiom  wtiHlever  to  hifUKbility  in  then 
iBittsn,  i  avowedly  eoort  R&d  here  lolidt  osneatiDn  Irom 
BWrj  gaitteman,  who  may  have  remon  to  beli«ve>  that  facti 
hflv«  been  accidentally  uriastated  or  WilMly  mnivpre" 
seated  by  me,  in  fmy  tmtanee  produced  m  sapportof  my 
preeent  pontione.  i  shall  nererthinic  it  dtiAononnible  to^ 
oorreot  the  <SectR  of  momeotory  vexation,  to  retvaec  opi'-' 
nioitfl' founded  id  error,  or  chftnge  those'  that  cannot  be 
sopfwrled  by  experieoee,  howerar  plaustUe  they  may 
o^erwia»  be.  if  the  hindoostaneM  alone  be  conAilteth 
bM  followed  on  tiie  shoe  stod' slipper  tb«me,i  sball  as- 
pect no  mercy  ef  oMMe.  but'  ai  8  puMit  attack,  whioh< 
oan  perhaps  be  repelled,  is  moM  bonoRkbletfaan  a  atab  in< 
the  dark,  cOfloMOD' justice  km)  oandour  refjoire,  that  (be 
sg^rmoente  adduced  on  die  other  aide  sbo«ld  be  pt^Hsbed 
also.'  they  nrty  ndt  be  wholly  nnaaswenble.:  butifdiey' 
proveaojthehendofdiarityeduld  never  be  better emfdoysd' 
than  in  Temonng  the  v^l  of  ignorance  frem  the  eyes  of  M) 
aothor,  leat.  ha  ct>ntinue  to  mislead  bis-  suoceeaors  alxK,- 
«^o  may  tfeal  on  the  langaages,  manners,  eadmondity  of 
india. 

having  been  led  beyond  my  nrtended'  hnlits-  on  Ae  sob- 
jecta  brire  diBCuflsed,  i  sbi^l  fbrthei*  merely  slate-  in.  tbei 
bfiefeat  mamer  smdi  partfcttlara  as  still  'oecur  to  mm;—~ 
_firtt,  regarding  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  tnwB]tlB;th» 
nativeir  of  hindoostaii,  add  v«ee»dlf,  in  icspect  to  that  de- 
grae  o4  polite  attention  to  rm,  consistsntty  with  their  no- 
2  o  2 
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tiouB  on  Ail  ■nfajaet.  and  tbow  nwriu  of  respect  for  the 
support  of  our  own  coosequeoce  and  relative  rank  among 
tfaem,  which  we  oi^t  by  all  proper  means  inrarialdy  to 
exact  from  them,  with  as  moch  of  the  MUttiiter  in  wtodo  as 
poBsiUe. 

among  the  former,  there  is  one  article  that  requires  par- 
ticular notice,  becaaae  it  aeema  bnt  little  attended  to,  even 
by  the  natives,  and  therefore  without  explanation  may  not 
be  well  understood,  i  allade  to  onr  mode  <^  wetting  wa- 
fers, and  immediately  after  preaenting  our  Irttera,  thus 
dosed  with  them*  to  onr  serrants,  whether  hindoos  or  moo- 
sulmaos.  the  indelicacy,  if  not  the  impropriety  of  this, 
mnst  be  obnous  on  the  slightest  reflection,  and  an  atteo- 
tion  to  matters  of  this  kind,  will  ever  marie  the  ooodnct 
and  disposition  of  the  tme  bred  gendeman.  the  practice 
of  wetting  wafers,  as  we  do,  cannot  be  very  agreeable, 
eren  to  ourselves :  bnt  as  the  remedy  is  very  simple,  the 
mode  stigmatised  here,  i  tmst,  will  bo<»  be  eroded  al- 
together, a  little  water  nuy  be  kept  on  our  writing  deaka 
to  dip  the  wafer  in,  and  this  can  be  done,  either  by  dor 
aerranta  or  ourselves,  from  not  attending  to  an  expediott 
of  this  sort,  we  sometimes  see  a  native  writer  bring,  even 
to  hia  master,  a  letter  with  a  wafer  to  be  closed  by  him, 
with  a  gesture  that  seems  to  say,  "  though  you  indeli- 
cately oblige  me  to  receive  a  note  from  your  hands  im- 
.  properly  wetted,  yet  my  superiority  of  nature  shall  be  evi- 
dent to  every  by<atander,  by  my  obliging  yon  to  perform 
for  me  an  office,  that  yoor  very  scullion  would  hesitate  to 
execute!"  such  other  unexfdaiaed  wrcumstances  as  may 
be  hflM  noted,  i  mnst  leave  entirely  to  the  investigating 
enquiries  of  new  comers,  to  eoaUe  them  fuUy  to  under- 
stand them. 

we  should  B«VN  give  a  native  a  letter  closed  with  a 
wafer  wetted,  except  in  water,    we  should  never  present 
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any  thing  to  them  with  on  left  hsods ;  nor  pat  our  feet  m 
a  chair  or  table  occupied  bj  them ;  nor  in  their  presence 
lift  Qp  our  feett  bo  that  the  solsa  of  our  ihoes  nuy  lace  to- 
waide  them,  we  should  never  tow^  them  BnoeoeBsarily, 
especially  th^r  beards,  nor  take  off  their  jwgrwf,  or  tur- 
bans }  this  last  act  being  nnderstood  by  them  as  an  tnsnlt, 
figuratiTely  ecpial  to  depriving  them  of  tbur  heads,  we 
should  not  give  them  three  of  any  thing,  when  we  can 
conveniently  avoid  it,  and  we  should  observe  that  tbey  are 
not  fond  of  aaoiB  in  cyphers,  a  nod  of  the  head  from  us, 
as  a  salute,  is  mnch  less  respectful  in  their  estimation  than 
a  coorteous  motion  with  our  right  hands,  it  has  been 'al- 
ready explained,  that  the  left  hand  is  for  this  purpose  in> 
admissible;  ueTertheless,  as  an  ezpedimt  of  polite  neces- 
uty,  we  see  their  great  men  at  their  own  durbar  or  levee 
constantly  keep  both  hands  going;  lest  either  on  the 
right  or  on  the  left,  among  the  number  of  salutations  of- 
fered, one  might  possibly  pass  unacknowledged.— 4n  the 
aame  manner,  the  sacredness  of  the  beard  is  waved  on 
soleom  occasions,  when  they  ardently  invoke  each  other  by 
it  to  the  performance  of  some  required  concession ;  and 
the  exchange  of  pugrees  is  likewise  considered  the  most 
■cdemn  tie  of  reciprocal  ftiendship.  we  shontd  not  say  to 
«ny  native  i^  ftuwgto,  literally  »Aat  da  you  b^  ?  but  kya 
ehtMye,  vkat  u  lucetmry  ?  and  vice  veisft,  we  should  say 
pattet,  tse.  ehukuft  not  mat^ta,  when  calling  for  any  thing, 
we  sbonld  be  cautious  of  giving  to  a  warfaring  follower,  or 
armed  servant,  an  order  for  the  simple  chastisement  of 
another,  in  the  terms  of  man  t  for  an  explanation  of  the 
danger  of  this,  and  for  some  particulars  regardii^  the  best 
mode  of  exacting  truth  firom  the  natives,  i  shall  subjoin  as 
follows,  "the  reader  must  learn,  that  mama,  like  the 
verb  to  tmite,  has  a  very  equivocal  meaning ;  properiy  it 
■bonld  ugnify  to  Attf,  being  the  r^ular  efficient  from  mmt. 
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(tai.'to  dit;  ithflnv  Ht  aommmbfii^JAm  t^  kuUooljf, 
tbe  fdmce,  limt,  and  namm  it  it  i&ttodvoid,  sorrs  to  iU«»T 
trtte  its  paitJowfai  anofl^tatiDa ;  but  .wtucb,  bgmrer,  pvih- 
not  IB  amnriDitaweilM  KenntelfHOcrtwiu^  Vitlio«tj» 
proper  knviiri^e  of  rtiie  bmgiuigc':  an  M^VHtliw.  that 
in  cotaitmartiai  may  MMMtimes  oentrilMito  to  prfwiw 
tbe  lifia  of  a  fallow  creatni*,  aad  frli>c)i  ivUf  alv^Fi  bi«  of 
BK,  in  dotDg  tbat  justiae,  wbidt  ia  a:q»ected  from,  qnd.  is 
Naltjr  GOBButont  with  tbe  obaiacter  of  a  britiib  <^UQ^ 
an  ocder,  in  pos^calar  caaes,  baatily  aid  incOaswlHatelj 
girni,  wttb  di«  T«rb  miama,  ma^  bi  Steaded  with 
dte  most  fatal  eooseqneDoet  ;  eapecially  if  an  amat 
a^hee  wsn  indincd  to  do  a  rash  action,  by  taking 
advantage  of  Buob  av  anbigufwu  conuwuu).  aa  ooiftfi 
MOW,  tmile  Um,  to  wbidi  be  might  parbApa  be  implied, 
•itber  from  a  malibious  inteatioD  to  rain  bi*  own  o^oei; 
or  from  a  deaire  of  nvenga  dq  tbe  Qafiutaaata  viptiiQ  to 
bia  nHaoy.  if  ever  aueb  an  8QCid^at  shoald  happen,  the 
dedwoB  of  a  court  Bpou  it  mnat  a)iao«t  entiiely  depend 
OD  the  kaowlodge  which  the  oioaiberB  <or  the  peraoo  who 
acts  aa  intn-preter  fbi  them)  may  have  of  ibe  hindooat^iiff 
language,  the  advanta^a,  nay,  the  n^ciKsity  of  aq  a^ 
qu^ntance  with  which,  from  this  and  many  sintilw  ^iJh 
eiiautancea  Whii^  aight  he  addac^.  nay  he  read^r^  «p 
obviona,  as  in  a  gnat  meaHine  to  swHilpate  the  ^athor 
from  a  charge  of  praBumptiiMtf  ffhea  bt  FeotnreA  >9  .n^ 
commend  the  oiatter  to  the  wrioiia  atteotioii  of  thoaa, 
whose  doty,  inteMat,  or  iaciieation,  may  lead  them  at  vaf 
time  to  he  oonneotad  with  the  oativea,  it  will,  hPOfWA* 
be  imposaiUe  for  him  aUo  to  avoid  the  im;Hlttttion  of  bo* 
ingf  op  this  aabj«ct,  iatereated  and  aelfiah ;  he  therefon 
candidly  avowa  it  in  part,  bat  at  the  aatae  time  takes  thp 
hberty  of  pbserving,  that  hia  readen  in  genei*lj  for  their 
own  Mkes,  will  in  fact  be  a»  much  ii\terMt0d  lA  *  cowptir 


:dbvGoogIe 


ENQLIBU    AHD    lUHItOOSTANEE.  fi0 

«Bm  wUfc  tk«  adnoB,  u  Jus  motitM'C^ii  be  f&r'wbouitUig 
it  to  them."  ,.,... 

*'  tkt  littJb  n^fand  wkiob  tha  Miatioa  pay  to  tUa  oaths 
fl4niBMtand  in  oar  oonrta  of  jiwtuM,  i*  a  oh*^  of  a  tar/  ■ 
Mnooi  imUmit,  amA  too  tfett  founded  to  hameaoiqied  the 
•bMffvatioo  of  DOT  imraad  judges  id  india ;  otw  of  whom 
aur William  jonoB,. in  an  ele||;aat  speatih  to  the  grand  ju^, 
bavnig  ofantiottfld  our  oountrjrmen  with  regard  to-  this  dwr- 
gMKKW  enermi^ ;  it  is  to  be  h^>ed,  that  effectual  stepb 
wiD  be  taken  to  pMrent  petjury  in  future  among  the  ntt- 
tirei,  or  at  ail  erents  to  (innitfa  them  in  the  most  exenv- 
{dary  maimer,  when  guilty  of  a  crim^  that  ia  eonte- 
qwaces  may  oCten  pervert  the  intention  of  joatioe,  and 
•tain  its  Bword' with:  the  blood  of  the,  innocent  1  have 
known  many  iiutances  where  people  hav£  awom  by  the 
faetwii^  8m.  to  falsehoodi,  which  they  have  ahmok  from 
when  daaired  to  awear  by  the  head  of  their  own  child, 
if  reUgiooa -prejudiceB  operate  strongly  on  the  mind,  what 
Biaet  they  not  do  when  backed  by  natoral  affection  1  'a 
man  may  aometimea  laugh  at  the-  feara  impiesaed  by  the 
foimei )  but  be  most  be  a  savage  indeed,  whe  can  resirt 
the  Bolicitons  inpnlsCs  of  the  latter,  sbonld  this  digrcif- 
.aion  have  half  the  effect  desired  1^  Uie  anther,  he  will 
0«ry  in  having  lent  his  nute  towarda  a  reibrmitton,  the 
want  of  which  now  ooncema  th»  dearest  interests  df  bk 
coBBtrymen.  in  cases  Whoe  the  person  swcvn  is  not  a 
parent,  he  will  probably  have  same  near  and  dear  relations, 
a»  fjotigr,  a^a,  tfcJ^  we  should  not  teoeh  any  of  tbor 
colinaiy  atenaila,  or  udnecsssavlly  approach  their  fiie 
ptacea,  m.  witer  their  cooking  apartments )  and  we  ahemid 
for  oor  own  aakes,  pay  some  attention  to  their  prejudices, 
fegardiag  Inoky  and  unlnoky  daya,  lest  we  force  them  to 
ooDUBeoee  any-busiodse'en  one  of  the  latte*,  whenwe  utt* 
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pUigad  to  depand,  in  Ike  d^jlOnt  dcgi*e,  en  tfcur  a— r 
Uohb  or  teal  in  the  cxacnUoo  of  it 

on  tke  other  hand,  wo  ahotdd  r«i|tun  from  the  aativaa^ 
ootooly  thoae  extemal  nudka  of  reapact  iriiidi  o^vcao- 
tOKu  hnn  raadercd  indiapenadila  ([lailii  ii1biIj>  ■moi^ 
•or  DBentah)^  but  thow  aiao,  howenr  AnngB  to  o«r  idaoa, 
.wlitch  tbejr  themaalTea  moalljr .  baatow  ea  eaoh  othar. 
(Mr  mtriog  their  ahote  in  oor  hOMoa  as  a  made  of  dicsr 
high  dtareBpeet  for  tia,haa  been,  itnu^abaadyaaffiOMOtlj 
djacuaigd.  while  they  are  aafferod  todo  ao,  all  oorotfiav 
•Itflotion  lo  iaipreaatTe  d^jntt^ ,  so  highly  proper  in  o«r 
efieial  aa  well  as  relatire  capacities,  most,  i  fear,  go  fw 
nothingin  their  aattmatioB.  the  iptfWri?T  of  thairmode 
of  sometioMa  addresaii^  oa  with  the  aii^alar  pronoon 
**  too,*  "  bMO  "  nuy  be  thus  explained :  too,  two,  aa  in 
•Df^iah,  are  generally  nsed  to  indicate  aoleinoity,jAMtfis- 
rity  or  comteuft :  bat  as  the  two' latter  ue  meat  fteqneatly 
■mpliad  or  understood  in  common  diacoorae,  it  is  rather 
aiirpriaing  that  serranta,  npahees.  Etc.  ahonld  be  dlowcd 
to  take  anch  advantage  of  their  mastera*  ignorEoee  of  the 
kngoage  and  cnatoma  of  the  country,  «s  to  too  and  ttrm 
them  on  erary  oecaiion :  alibertf  they  daie  not  tahc  mth 
Mte  another,  and  which  on^t  not  on  any  account  to  be 
■nfimd  by  ua.  i  oannot  help  reoommmding  this  etd^eet 
to  the  attention  of  the  oompeny'a  offieeta,  aa  they  will 
geeerally  6nd  that  the  lajpoota,  &c.  who  pride  -UieirBelfeB 
on  Uieir  cast  most,  are  the  people  that  are  aplest  to  be 
amoltMt  and  ditre^ectfid  in  this  way.  did  the  niachief 
and  herSi  it  would  not  be  so  bad ;  but  what  are  the  poor 
hcjw*  or  nteyitfa,  who  may  accidentally  be  peeaeat,  to 
dunk  of  an  officer  who  sufijurs  a  soldier  under  bis  oon- 
oiand  to  mmk  him  with  impunity ;  and  may  not  the  aipa- 
hee  who  doea  so,  take  some  adnatage  afterwards  of  the 
eonaeqaeoce  thus  gained,  at  the  expense  perhaps  of  his 
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a^ffior,  or  thepec^leatandingby,  whcB  the  former  may 
be  abwot,  and  the  latta  under  his  (the  ripdbee's)  ixm- 
tioal :  whan  an  inferior  tlnm  his  auperior,  the  CoUoinng 
rqaoof.  will  ukoc*  him  immediately : — abe  too  khnbor- 
dar  ho  hum  ae  toon  tan  jo  kod  bee  pherkaratoa  loo 
khoob  mar.k,ha  ega ;  bam  teret  nesee  be  ndobee  ae  hnrgii 
burdaaht  dq  kminge ;  which  i  shall  engUth  tbw :  '  take 
tiou  care,  tirrah,  if  vra  thou  thoueat  ut  again,  tkou  Aait 
be  aeretely  ponUhad ;  toe-  ahall  nerer  pot  ap  widi  nch 
inaoleDoe  from  thee.'  after  what  bad  be«i  obaemd  abora, 
it  IB  incumbent  on  me  to  mention,  that  io  aome  caaeaioo 
and  tera  may  be  veiy  properly  used  by  an  infwior.  Aai, 
n,fl  fahib  omen  tera  ghcolam  boon  o  too  mera  khawind  hoa 
jochahiye  ao  nMDj,he  keejiye.^  *o!  air,  i  am  thy  alave, 
and  thim  art  my  master ;  do  with  me  as  aeemetb  good 
unto  &ee*  here  is  absolute  obedience  and  reaignation  to 
the  will  of  one  person,  and  therefore  it  could  neitber  have 
been  so  property  expressed  by  toomhmra,  your,  and  tttam, 
you ;  nor  can  it  possibly  be  considered  aa  disrespeotfd. 
if  a  man  be  not  anzious  to  preserve  the  respect  and  atten- 
tion due  to  his  station  aa  an  individual,  it  is  not  likdy  tbM 
be  will  be  very  solicitous  about  the  consequence  and 
digni^  of  luB  country  and  nation ;  though  aorely  nothing 
can,bemoredeBtnictiTetosnbordinationanddisdpline;th«i 
that  the  meanest  indian  soldier  should  have  the  audaoity 
to  addrpss  a  british  officer  in  the  language  of  coateinpt. 
and  that  the  latter  should  either  be  so  ignorant  or  so  in- 
different as  to  submit  to  an  insult  derogatory  in  a  gteat 
d^^TM  to  both  bis  lank  and  bis  understanding,  a  native, 
on  being  checked  for  the  disrespect  in  question,  from  a 
conscioumesa  of  having  committed  a  &ult,  will  inmie- 
diately  change  his  mod?  of  address  to  "ap,"  or  "  ap  ka," 
your  honour,  and  so  on.  we  should  enquire  into  the 
cast,  or  relative  rank  amoi^  theiiselves,  of  our  servants 
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«r  ^  dMoriplioii^  SBd  be  ontM  UuU mm  n  n^millii 
to  aitwdii—  apoa  tu*  in  otpncilifli  that  loftj  lower  w  is 
tbfl  MtMBatiaD  of  tba  agnwJttg  oativefl.  Mb  of  ■»- 
ei— iJBPM  i«  ow  wniMHto  im  ihotild  finily  npnhMd; 
■kI  «Ten.'lead  tbem  to  believe  our  delieowf  oa  thaw 
punti  to  be  foonded  on  soniethiag  more  tban  mere 
•qneamiakneM  of  appetite ;  dace  it  is  of  raligioaa  fvnty 
akwe  that  tfaoy  ok  thia  eocve  oan  foim  any  adequate  idea, 
an  obBenatMrn  iMre  oecora  that  nay  be  worthy  tke  oeoai- 
deratioD  of  tbe  znJoua  miaaioDahea  of  oor  boly  religion, 
it  ia  a  Cact,  that  faindoo  proaalytes  to  the  mtDhumntidun 
ftkk  have  been  made,  and  not  uoAvqaently  among  A- 
■iliaa  of  rank  and  ooDsideralioo  in  the  ODontry  i  while 
tbeobhatian-doctrinaa  have  failed  among  all  daaaM,  ex* 
oept  tboae  wfaoae  eaampla  ia  more  likely  to  deter  than 
lead  the  great  body  of  the  people,  yet  the  roman  c&th»> 
tie  miaaionariea  faare  tried  the  allorement  of  a  anfficieat 
mntore  of.  eaateni  pomp  end  pageuitry  in  their  religiona 
oaremonieo :  bat  the  loas  objeettonable,  thoogfa,  for  the 
end  deaiiedt  the  more  efiectaal  innovation  of  givii^  to 
moral  pnri^  a  religious  basia,  baa  been  totally  overlooked, 
OF  apamed  at  as  altogether  inoonsiBtent  with  the  doetrinea 
taught  by  them  to  tbo  natives,  we  ahoold  be  caraAd  in 
sanding:  veibal  mesaagea,  to  give  no  handle  to  oar  ser- 
vanta  to  deliver  them  in  inaolent  language,  thia  they  are 
ever  eager  for  an  opportaaity  of  doing ;  and  when  it 
oocnta  that  snch  is  delivered  to  ourBelves,  we  oogfat  ever 
lo  be  more  apt  to  consider  it  as  proceeding  from  the 
bearer,  than  conaiatent  with  the  intention  of  the  aendei', 
and  to  check  it  by  a  proper  rebuke  accordingly.  alAongh 
a  superior  may  unwittingly  desire  bis  servant  verbally  to 
call  such  a  gentleman,  yet  the  servant  has  no  right  to  de- 
liver his  message  in  audi  terms ;  it  should  be  '*  humara 
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fdjpb  IM  ^  ko  nlam  fculila  b^9ja  hii»."  h  ijg,  a»j.nM0tim 
ginw  hU  somplimsnta  ;''tt«t  "  faonwe  jiol^b-  iw  ap  ko  -ifm^ 
k^a  bf/'  "  «v,  my  maater  is  tbnking  of  yoo.**-.  ■emtnti 
pAm  isonoetra  tba^  P*;>t>S  b  neoeMecy  4egjw  of  TMpset 
to  Ulcir  090  me«t«rs  tbty  we  ezompt  from  all  <M<H«iiea 
to  other  g«iitleaeii-  beoce  tbeir  UDnBtnuDed  noiay  im* 
pWtioeDce  b^re  BtmogBn ;  tbeir  rapljiag  to  enqviriw 
•iUing,  and  oftao  Hoaokuig;  with  ntber  iaataBcw  of 
pnaked  diarespecl^  in  tbe  abtance  of  their  mttera,  a  graf* 
Wid  dignified  ubiike  will  erer  bBva  the  wiabed-for  effect^ 
witbont  further  trouUe,  on  occasions  of  diis  kmd :  we 
should  however  carefully  obadt  erery  tendency  to  ia. 
stanees  of  Abif  apecies  of  impBrtinenoe  whicb  we  maif 
pbierve  in  onr  own  aervants.  i  Bball  ooncladc  this  articfa 
with.B  solevD,  but  bumble  word  of  advios  in  behalf  of 
tbe.lewer  ol&Bias  of  my  own  coaatrymea,  in  whiob  ho* 
manity  and  policy  are  equally  coueemed.  when  puMio 
duty  aalla  upen  gentleman  to  d^irer  a  anropawi  o&ndav 
iBto.hindooataDee  ciiatody,  it  beboTes  tbem  to  almoin  his 
keepers  in.  Ibe  most  pointed  manner  to  afford  him  that 
humane  treatmeot,  to  which  ereiy  pneoner  of  whaterer 
Mtim  is  entitled,  it  ii,  i  &ar,  too  u<ual  with  the  natlrea 
•  to  take  c^ftpoitaatties  of  this  kind  for  the  practice  of  erery 
indignity,  and  tbe  eiaiciu  of  eveiy  speciea  of  nnpro- 
voked  ernclty,  that  the  pretence  of  a  struggle  for  liberty 
will  in  any  measure  justify,  we  should  therefore  minutely 
nft  into  matters  of  this  kind,  where  tbe  prisoner  has 
reason  to  conceive  himaelf  ill-used ;  and  at  the  s^ne  tim< 
that  we  poJatouttohimlheineffioaoyandillconseqaBnoea 
to  himself  of  refnotoriaeBt,  he  should  ever  sseet  a  ready 
jnstioe,  in  the  panishmetit  of  any  uDoecessary  harshness 
with  wliich  it  mvf  ^pear  he  has  been  treated. 

wese-eny  of  my  readers  to  conclude,  from  what  i  hare 
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wgad  in  Aeie  pt^t*,  tbat  we  iboidd  never  emjAixy  die 
biodooelaiMae iaLoontiTe or confidentik] ntnatuHie,  i bofe 
he  will  pay  ftttaiition  to  whst  followi.  that  they  may  be 
^bly  ntefnl  in  sUtioni  of  the  above  deacription,  nay, 
dnt  aonnd  policy  periiape  reqoiree  tbem  to  ahare  latgdy 
in  the  frnite  of  thdr  own  conntry,  ire  poeittons  i  rtall 
never  attempt  to  confute  or  deny,  all  i  insiat  on  it,  tbat 
while  mbeerrieat  to  a  at  onr  dependents,  they  never 
ovgfat  to  aaume  Ae  tone  and  character  of  onr  masters ; 
nor  ahoald  they  be  trueted  in  any  important  doty  too  ihr 
beyoad  the  active  controal  and  iospectioii  of  an  inteQtgettt 
iqwrior  britiah  officer,  thu  ntoated,  and  with  salariea 
worthy  of  their  acceptance,  they  may  Ireqnently  shorten 
the  volaminons  detail  of  iitigatioD  throaghont  the  country, 
and  beneficially  expedite  the  grand  pmpoMi  end  admi- 
tnttration  of  joatioe  in  india,  and  above  all,  their  learaed 
men  may  become,  under  doe  patronage  and  pecniuary  en- 
cowragement,  not  leai  naeful  to  a  foreign  government, 
tfitn  the  ology  of  Scotland,  with  similar  treatment,  are 
the  stanntdi  friends  in  Aeir  own  conntry  of  the  powM* 
diat  be.  some  knowledge  in  the  whole  of  the  preceding 
partionlara  becomea,  in  a  great  measure,  esaential  to  any 
patMm's  attempting  to  open  bis  month  aa  a  coloqnist  in 
hindoostanee,  lest  he  shoold  nnwsrily  ofiend  when  he  in- 
tended nothing  of  the  kind,  and  when  his  chief  object 
WM  to  condliate  attention  from  strangera  and  thus  gain 
information  at  their  hands,  in  the  acquisition  of  foreign 
taaguea,  we  find,  that  in  spite  of  every  thing  whidi  can 
be  urged  agunat  the  premature  nae  of  dialogues  for  this 
poipose,  almost  every  learner  insists  on  their  ntili^,  and 
adopts  them  accordingly,  with  a  pertinadty  which  no  ar- 
guments can  overcome,  this  being  more  particularly  ap- 
l^icable  to  the  hindoostanee,  with  some  shew  of  reason 
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toOk  i  have,  t^  the  advice  of  sevenl  iiitell^;«it  fnaa^ 
yielded  to  the  tide  agaiiut  me,  l^  publishing  at  ODoe  a 
large  collection  of  dialc^piea,  coUoqniei,  8cc.  in  thii  wodi, 
but  without  a  coDstaat  reference  to  the  miaB  <m  whioh 
their  oonstractioa  depends,  tHer  having  given  as  mu^ 
iUuBtratioos  of  the  grammatical  principles  on  which  the 
whole  an  founded,  as  any  reasonable  student  can  require, 
and  probably  mote  than  could  be  expected  in  a  perfimnaoee 
like  the  present,  it  has  been  very  justly  observed,  that 
thousands  of  people.spesk  english  mnarkably  wdl,  with- 
out being  able  to  assign  any  other  cause  for  their  doing 
so,  than  the  simple  rule  of  i»actice  to  which  from  infancy 
they  have  been  accustomed :  the  very  same  rule  therefore 
may,  with  the  most  salutary  cotiseqnences,  be  supposed 
to  vpfij  to  the  popular  mode  of  learning  the  general  Ian- 
goage  of  india.  at  all  events,  these  dialogues  must  prove 
very  useful  exercises  for  regular  scholars  in  tbeir  progress 
fhrongh  the  rudiments  of  the  faindoostanee.  to  faciUtate 
a  reference  to  the  dialogues,  i  have  attempted  to  ej»- 
tematise  them,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  foUowug  aae- 
fal  and  easy  manner. 

thus,  under  the  article  peaking,  its  various  ramifioationa 
of  telling,  exphuning,  ordering,  directing,  saying,  con- 
versing, observing,  &c.  Stc.  will  all  appear;  and  under 
eating,  may  in  like  manner  be  found  drinking,  HpjMng, 
anckii^  smoking}  snuffing. — the  names  of  eatables  and 
drinkables,  as  well  as  the  utensils  connected  with  Atni, 
will  in  general  be  met  with  under  bn^fmtiiig,  See.,  but 
aw^  very  necessary  sentences,  as  cannot  wdl  come  regu- 
larly under  any  particular  head,  may  be  treated  as  mia- 
oellaneous,  and  will  occur  in  the  couiie  of  our  progress, 
wherever  they  may  appear  most  beneficial  to  all  classes  of 
readers,  among  ^om  the  civil,  military,  and  medical 
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Mffnott  of  the  honommble  eompaoy  irill  penun  -tbeir 
MT«mldBliw  hannot  beenawerioafced. 

bow  ftrthe  in«Bg«Me&t  ynO  aoawer  piaMM  e^oBte- 
tioa,  taMqaaatnn  which  tiaam  only  eu  Riuwer  urtiffilo- 
torily*  however  linpte  and  coocalennted  the  priociples 
may  ippeer  on  wUcb  the  whole  has  bem  founded,  die 
proiatnant  verb  or  prino^  werd  of  mery  aenteBoe,  wHI' 
aatarally  lead  to  the  elanffication  of  the  dialogaes,  and 
thoa  poiat  out  the  pa^e  *ery  readily  to  every  reader,  'Wfa« 
lai^  previonily  ooaank  the  index  or  contents  for  that 
pnrpoee. 

wkam  coovereatioiH  ia  hiadoottaaee  tdta  a  literary  or 
bialorieel  tara,  witboat  somt  aeqnaiatance  with  the  tech- 
oioal  teraa  of  grammar  and  oonnnoa  aataas,  it  wenld  be 
iapoonble  for  a  begioaei  to  bear  any  part  in  (be  caUoi|ey,' 
BatiafcaloBUy  for  bis  self  or  the  audience,  enlflsa  certain 
bdUtiea  be  afforded  him  here  forsach  an  ordeal,  towarda 
Iba  end  of  the  dialogaei,  a  large  collection  of  gnonnatiorf 
words,  such  ai  vtrb,  NOua,  Sft.  will  be  foond ;  and  atill 
fwthor  on,  anoBg  the  naowB  of  placet,  the  learner  haa  at 
hu  command  a  variety  ofpersouB,  famous  in  Kriptuie 
or  hiatory,  whose  appellation*  are  very  difietently  pfo- 
aooDced  in  the  cattera  and  weatem  world :  so  much  ao 
indeed,. a»  to  make  their  identic  ratbcr.eqoivocal,  thoagfa 
in  many  initaaeea  the  coinoirienoe  be  pretty  eorveet ;  thua^- 
h^ynl  ai(/»  ibrahaem  abrahaatf  adura  odom,  ibnyomeait 
bti^mun,  and  eo  on. 

when*  peroee  diaoover>i  that  with,  a  little:  aMidnoar 
and  psfaevering  attentioa  to  the  mere  orth<^raptcal  key  of 
Aia  work,  he  ■■  eoabkd  in  the  oearae  at  a  week,  to  nead 
many  Bentaaaea  in  the  Uadooatenee  wttb  elegance,  aa^ 
giamBAtical  precisioR,  he  will  naturally  feel  scaae  with 
to  ktMW  why  and  how  this  faappeos. 


:dbvGoogIe 


ENGLISH    AND   HIKDOOSTANEE.  £76 

that  wrecrfcanier  who  find* faima^  in  sa<di  «'|indiin^- 
rnent,  maytit  onoe  leftm  th»  oheaM  orthography  avm, 
witli  tb»premmmti<»  in  TOBian  chancterB,  ihare  adopted 
ths  aohaMe  recently  puUiifaed  in  the  Btory4ellflr  or  hiddee- 
Boniuv  orthoepigraphicat'  nltimatunfi,  bvcsose,  ia  the  i». 
stance  of  an  im^aiBitiTe  scholar,  it  may  nttimatdy  produce 
mneh  good,  and  caa  be  productive  of  do  hrinu'  to  those 
who  really  mean  to  go  no  ftrther  tfaao  the  parrot  prattle 
of  dialogaes  in  the-  gtaod  popular  speeeh  of  india.  -  to 
them,  accwate  spelling  oau  be  of  no  nae,  though  witbonC 
the- most  ootrect  proBunciation,  it  is  very  eTident  diat  the' 
nativeB  never  will  omnprehend  what  mcli  acholan  may  any 
on  any  Bubjeet  whsterer.  i  oaanot  tharefcne  inBiat  too 
macfa  on  the  abaolote  necesaity  of  fint  acquiring  'ihoByBtent 
of  roman  orUiogtaphy- followed  in  the  dictionary,  8co.,  as 
a  tine  fxa  turn  to  the  nee  of  the  dialogacB.  after  thia  rei- 
terated intimetioD,  evwy  reader  wbo  slights  theadviee 
must  blame  hiseelf  entirely,  if  he  b«  not  immediately  na- 
denrtood  by  the  natives  of  india  ao  welt  as  he  coeld  with, 
and  as  indeed  he  would  certainty  be,  with  due  attention  at 
flrst  to  the  uoalterable  lyatenatio  mode  of  epelling  intnhi 
doeed  tberci  and  withovt  which,  in  fact,  no  wofk  of  this 
nature  cau  be  prodnctire  of  the  smallest  good,  -eren  wiUi^ 
ef*Bfy  attention  to  orthography  and  pronaweiatioB,  new 
comers  must  meet  with  many  disappointments  Irom  tbe 
stupidity  of  the  natiTee,  or  tbe  stnuigeitess  of  a  foreigner's 
flrst  attempts  to  pronounce  any  tongne  but  his  own.  at' 
thou^  we  may  end  must  dispense  with  the  oriental  alpha- 
bets in  tiiefle  sheets,  i  deem  it  proper,  as  already  obaerred; 
to  refer  at  once  to  ibe  consistent  plan  of  roman  oHIkh 
graphy,  founded  upon  them  in  the  story-iteller ;  and  i  pi«- 
nuse  eveiy  beginner,  wtH>  shaH  inrariably  sound  the  letters 
in  wofds,  with  tbe  axact  powers  they  possess- theiie,  more 
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■atis&otion  and  a  greater  ohanee  of  beiog  nixkntood  by 
tbe  hig^  and  km  peofde  of  iodia,  than  he  can  derive  &«n 
any  odier  mode  yet  aobmitted  to  the  pnhUc.  we  may 
conclude  this  portioD  of  the  prefacfli  by  &iriy  aaaerting, 
that  in  spite  of  every  precautifHi  there  aie  many  words, 
with  a  final  inspiiate,  so  uncommonly  troablesome  to  be- 
ginnen,  that  months  may  elapse  before  they  can  msBta 
the  reqaisite  inspiration,  diongh  the  h  be  often  a  Toy 
essential  discriminatiTe  letter,  as  in  sat,h,  wAA;  bag,h,  a 
tiger;  dood,h,  mlk;  gur,b,  ajbrt;  kcochX  mxik;  thtw 
distingaished  Aom  sat,  levfn;  bag,  a  bri^  mn;  dobd, 
moke:  g,hur,  akotues  kooeh,  the  brtati:  and  kxioch,  a 
march;  in  ha>ch,h,  with  a  few  such,  the  h  is  scarcely  per- 
ceptible to  the  ear,  and  in  all  the  rest,  in  fact,  it  is  by  no 
means  a  full  very  distinct  aapiiate ;  sat,h  must  not  tbare- 
foie  be  made  satuhu,  sat,hn,  nor  satuh,  but  merely  sat^h, 
widi  a  smooth  gentle  iaspiratioo,  as  close  after  the  t  as  1 
is  to  r  in  otr/,  puriy  &c  in  our  lai^^n^e. 
.  the  refereooes  from  (me  work  to  another  should  tAea 
be  made,  with  the  view  to  impress  the  subject  more  com- 
jdetely  on  the  mind,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  let  the  scholar 
reap  the  fruits  of  bis  own .  diligence,  by  discovering  a  few 
repetitions  and  omissions,  which  he  cannot  possibly  find  . 
ont  unless  he  reads  and  weighs  every  part  with  more  than 
ordinary  assiduity,  in  this  event  he  certainly  will  catch 
me  spparendy  trippii^,  and  be  thereby  enabled  to  correct 
seme  errors  purposely  left  for  the  due  exercise  of  yonthful 
refiection  upon  them,  it  would  answer  a  very  good  end, 
WMe  the  letter  a  in  rat,  night,  pat,  a  leef,  written  in  pencil 
upon  every  begioner'a  thumb  nul,  thus,  aae  that  he  may 
not  make  a  little  animal  in  english  out  of  the  first,  and  bo 
honest  irishman  from  the  second  mtmosyllable,  by  not 
calling  them  raut,  paut,  with  the  long  aa«,  but  r*t,pot. 
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Kke  a  true  englishman,  which  will  nerer  do  in  the  bin- 
dooBtanee,  where  a  broad  Bpoken  Caledonian  flawney  is 
much  more  at  home,  and  cannot  fkil  soon  to  acquire  a 
just  pronunciation,  if  the  sodotoub  awe  has  not  received  a 
sharp  disagreeable  twist  from  the  place  of  hia  nativity, 
being  aberdeen,  or  some  otlrer  spot  on  the  north  of  the 
tay :  in  this  event,  the  learner  must  knock  the  word  wall 
into  his  own  head,  till  it  can  so  well  distinguish  between 
waii  and  a  draw  well,  as  to  say  waul,  waul,  and  awl,  awl, 
instead  otdl,  ell,  peculiar  to  this  vicious  mann«'  of  prola- 
tion,  which  runs  through  the  greatest  part  of  the  gaeik 
speakers :  and  though  drest  in  the  garb  of  old  gaul,  no- 
thing can  prove  more  galling  to  a  hindoostanee  ear  than 
panee  lao,  pronounced  with  the  aberdeen  and  gaelic  ac- 
cent, or  the  english  a  of  pan.  i  would  also  recommend 
my  e  to  be  nailed  on  the  memory  from  the  first,  in  the 
aame  manner  as  ai,  that  tel,  oil,  bed,  a  eatie^  may  be  read 
as  tail,  itnfe,  not  as  tell,  bed.  the  short  a  that  i  express  by 
u,  ahould  be  put  down  likewise,  to  prevent  its  ever  becom- 
ing you  or  00,  which  otherwise  it  will  be  very  apt  to  prove 
io  most  months,  till  fairly  broken  in  to  this  letter's  com- 
mon sound  in  tan,  nm,  mtat,  up,  under,  u*,  8lc.  in  this  manner 
the  reader  may  have  every  troublesome  letter  io  my  bin- 
dee-roman  scheme  literally  at  his  finger  ends,  before  he 
leaves  the  alphabet,  that  they  may  never  afterwards  puz- 
zle him  in  their  application  to  the  words  of  the  language-; 
and  as  this  is  half  the  battle  in  acquiring  the  hindoo- 
stanee, as  a  useful  living  tongue,  i  hope  the  hint  will  not 
'be  lost  on  those  pupils  who  are  resolved  to  learn  it  well, 
by  studying  the  subject  in  the  story-teller  as  it  deserves. 
the  inspirated  series  uh,  ah,  as  well  as  the  expirated  ho,  ha, 
should  be  acquired  by  heart,  till  perfectly  easy  and  Svtai- 
liar  to  the  learner,  who  ought  at  once  to  call  every  letter 
by  the  simple  names  they  bear  in  my  scheme,  more  cspc- 
2p 
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ciftlly  the  h,  mo  liiU>l»  to  be  introdnced  or  omitted  by  httd- 
kn  englisbmeD  when  and  where  it  ought  not,  a  Tolgar 
pmotioe  that  ezpoies  them  to  Bubstituttt  ftlut  for  halnt, 
or,  though  not  quite  to  badi  hunia,  a  buck,  when  they 
mean  urna,  a  mild  buffaio.  the  aepirantB  to  whom  i  allude 
make  more  than  an  inch  out  of  an  cU,  for  the;  convert 
tbia  to  keli,  while  in  the  very  same  breath  they  rednce 
hear  to  the  organ  <ar,  whence  by  their  aid  perhaps  Uiis 
rerb  originally  sprang. 

In  acqui^ng  the  hindoostanee,  through  the  medium  of 
these  sheets,  the  learner  will  find  it  bis  interest  to  go  en- 
tirely through  them  in  a  cursory  manner,  that  be  may  im> 
mediately  possess  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  their  con- 
tents in  general,  previous  to  that  pwtioular,  reiterated 
peniB^,  which  alone  is  calculated  to  stimulate  thonght 
and  reBection  to  wi  adequate  comprehension  of  ereiy  es- 
BODtial  part,  which  ought  to  be  indelibly  imprinted  on  the 
memory,  rather  as  the  produce  of  intellectual  exertion, 
than  of  mere  panot-like  ^orta  by  a  thoughtless  school- 
boy, whose  soul  nay  occasionally  prove  sluggi^  enoogfa 
to  require  hard  knodting  at  the  door  of  its  mansion  before 
one  can  stimulate  the  spirit  within  to  persevering  exwtioD, 
even  during  this  very  essential  pursuit  of  future  eaa^ 
hODOurs,  and  fortuoe,  in  the  distant  regions  of  the  east* 
tkcOQgfa  the  medium  of  the  grand  colloquial  speech  of  all 
india.  should  any  sapient  snserer  cock  bis  nose  at  the 
term  gratid  ot  popiUar,  which  i  »ffHj  to  the  bindooetanee, 
let  him  recollect,  that  i  have  an  equal  right  to  roiae  the 
dignity  and  renown  of  this  important  tongue,  which  othen 
hare  who  talk  of  the  dntne  hebrew,  the  tacred  sanekrit, 
the  •uUime  arabto,  the  eekatial  persian,  or  who  teverence 
the  name  of  a  heevenbom  premier,  a  graiid  tn^  or  tJx 
great  mcoghul. — all  this  ia  a  matter  of  mere  taate,  and 
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whflD  i  prefer  the  utile  dutci-'^  guitilnu  non  at  ditpu- 
tandum. 

00.  the  particular  tiieme  of  eastern  pedantry,  i  hare  ob- 
aerved  so  moch  in  p^e  248  of  the  guide,  that  it  woold 
almost  prove  a  itaere  repetition  to  state  more  to  the  same 
purpose  here ;  i  cannot,  however,  suppreBS  the  following 
remarks,  ahhoogb  persian  writings  ere  too  often  liable 
to  the  very  same  misplaced  display  of  arabie  erudition, 
which  every  person  will  detect  even  in  the  best  hindoo- 
Btanee  authors,  i  have  been  credibly  infonfied,  that  the 
present  monarch  of  peraia  is  very  partial  to  simplicity  of 
style  in  his  epistolary  correspondence  and  compositions ; 
consequently,  that  the  modem  language  of  his  dominions 
now  inclines  orach  more  to  the  ancient  puhlawee,  thaa 
ever  it  has  yet  done,  since  the  mcnsulmans  sabjugated  that 
delightful  country,  and  its  fascinating  original  tongue, 
how  i«t  the  present  countenance,  which  the  bindoostanee 
receives  troxa  the  highest  authority  now  in  india  will  be 
equally  succeaafbl  in  reducing  its  compositions  in  ftitnre 
to  the  level  of  common  sense,  and  the  comprehension  t^ 
the  people  at  large,  time  only  can  tell ;  and  i  fondly  hope, 
tJuit  the  hoary  sage  will  not  fhutrate  all  my  endeavours 
D»  so  desirabte  an  event  to  the  natives  of  india,  as  well  as 
onraelveB. 

to  Persian  works  composed  by  the  people  of  india,  the 
very  same  objections  may  be  started  that  actually  exist 
against  bindoostanee  compositions  executed  by  mooBol- 
mans  bom  in  bungaln.  to  the  former,  the  real  vernacohir 
speech  of  persia  must  be  very  imperfectly  known,  and 
that  it  has  a  considerable  bias  to  the  pnhluwee  seems 
pret^  evident  from  many  partjculars,  wUch  cannot  mth 
propriety  be  introduced  here,  writers,  under  such  cir- 
r,  must  conceal  their  want  of  local  knowledge 
2p2 
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beneath  the  tplendid  cloak  of  that  classic  tore  in  wbicb 
.the  qoiran  is  solely  composed,  aod  as  they  do  not  labour 
under  the  same  impedimenta  whidi  naturally  check  the 
literati  of  europe  from  ainular  incroachments,  the  blind 
even  may  see,  that  the  misapplication  of  oriental  enith- 
Uoa  is  too  oflen  the  genuine  of&pring  of  real  ignorance, 
i  shall  illustrate  this,  i  tnist,  to  every  candid  reader^a 
satisfaction,  by  the  following  fact :    in  hiodooBtan,  tbe 
local  dialects  everywhere  assimilate  so  mach  with   the 
pronunciation  of  the  grand  popular  tongue,  that  number- 
less hinduwee  words  pervade  the  current  speech  or  hio- 
doostanee  in  that  quarter,  which  are  freely  used  and  well 
understood  by  the  mcosulmans  as  well  as  hindoos.    in  the 
province  of  bungalu,  the  whole  phenomena  are  reversed ; 
little  or  no  intermixture  of  the  provincial  dialect  can  or 
does  take  place,  consequently  arabic  or  persian  words 
must  supply  the  want  of  local  terms  in  that  region,     let 
any  oriental  scholar  attend  carefully  to  the  faindoostanee, 
spoken  in  the  markets  by  the  bulk  of  the  people  beyond 
b,hagulpoor,  and  to  that  idiom  of  it  which  is  current  on 
the  bungalu  side  of  the  boundary,  for  the  truth  of  my 
doctrines,     if  he  find  me  wrong,  and  will  come  forward 
with  his  observations  and  eentimenta  as  a  gentleman  and 
a  scholar,  i  shall  do  my  beat  to  meet  him  on  the  same 
footing,  before  the  public  thbunal,  and  i  promise,  when 
confuted  there,  to  sign  my  recantation  in  the  fitce  of  dl 
the  world. 

i  might  also  venture  to  extend  my  opinion  even  to  the 
hindoostauee  writings,  under  the  same  limitations  and 
terms,  were  i  not  conscious  that  the  itch  of  pedantry  has 
long  been  the  literary  epidemic  of  indiaj  which  may  ye^ 
in  spite  of  every  nostrum,  beoome  more  inveterately  coo- 
firmed  than  ever,  and  even  spread  its  baneful  infiaence  to 
the  britiah  isles. 


bvGoogle 


ENGLISH    AND    HINDOOSTANKE.  581 

the  peneveriDg  effi)rts  which  i  have  made  to  bauish 
all  learned  lumber  from  the  hindooatanee,  will  not,  at  ttiia 
period,  i  Batter  myself,  be  misconstrued  into  any  wish  for 
the  expulsion  also  of  all  concord,  propriety,  accnracy  of 
speedi,  and  pronunciation,  by  those  men  who,  not  having 
at  first  acquired  the  grammar  of  that  language,  wisely  af- 
fi}Ct  afiterwards  to  underralne  and  despise  it.  the  absurd 
and  risible  blunders  that  inexperienced  or  foolish  scholars 
moat  at  first  commit,  in  their  indiscriminate  essays  to 
speak  granmiatically  to  individuals  of  the  various  tribes 
and  nations  scattered  over  indiai  as  Johnson  observes  on  a 
similar  occasion,  "  may  for  a  time  furnish  folly  with 
lau^ter,  and  harden  ignoraoce  in  contempt,  but  useful 
diligmce  will  at  last  prevail,  and  there  can  never  be  want- 
ing some  who  distinguish  desert"  should  my  exposure 
of  hindoostanee  pedantry  ever  be  maliciously  represented 
as  a  hostile  attack  on  the  learned  languages  of  the  east, 
let  my  enemies  carefully  peruse  the  polyglot  translation  of 
esop'ft  fables,  and  then  candidly  declare  how  little  i  merit 
•Qch  censure,  and  how  much  those  very  acquisitions  are 
esteemed  by  me,  though  i  have  not  yet  enjoyed  leisare 
enough  for  any  great  progress  in  them  myself,  that 
arable  and  sunscrit  are  the  grand  sources  of  profound 
oriental  literature,  i  never  was  silly  enough  to  deny ;  on 
the  contrary,  i  respect  them  in  the  higher  regions  of 
science,  as  they  richly  deserve,  it  is  only  when  these 
deep  fountains  overflow  their  natural  bounds,  and  come 
sweeping  down  like  a  torrent  on  the  plains  of  common 
sense,  language  and  ordinary  discourse,  that  i  take  up 
anns  to  oppose  their  overwhelming  career,  i,  perhaps 
absurdly,  conceive  that  a  wide  difiiision  of  classical  east' 
em  erudition  is  neither  very  requisite  for  our  general  trans- 
actions in  india,  nor  that  it  is  so  conducive  to  mental  ini- 
provemeot,  hi^piness,  and  morality,  as  our  own,  however 
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muoh  i  maj  rejoice  to  see  tiie  britidt  youth  in  progreH  of 
time  sufficient);  initiated  in  the  grammar,  idiom,  and  sac- 
tal  worica  of  all  die  tanguagea  spoken  or  anderatood  in 
mdia,  after  learning  tlie  most  essential  of  the  whole,  be- 
fore Asy  proceed  to  that  dbtant  region,  vboever  reflects 
for  a  moment,  that  the  people  who  speak  their  own  gen«- 
nd  luiguage  grammatically,  aie  invariably  onderstood 
mnoh  better  by  the  vulgar  in  each  province,  than  tbey 
can  comprehend  the  provincial  dialects,  i  fancy  he  will 
not  hesitate  to  decide  in  favour  of  learning  the  hiodoo- 
stanee  on  soand  principles  at  once,  leaving  those  particu- 
lar acquisitions  to  future  exertion  when  they  ^so  prove 
essential,  if  education  be  an  ingredient  in  the  character 
of  a  gendemwi  among  us,  its  limits  most  be  narrow  ia> 
deed,  wben  they  do  not  embrace  a  granmraticd  knowledge 
of  oar  own  tongue  ;  then  why  despise  the  same  criterion 
in  other  languages  ?  some  very  young  studeals  have  been 
absolutely  deterred  from  learning  the  most  popular  speech 
of  india,  by  assurances  that  neither  i  nor  my  scholars  can 
make  onrselves  understood  by  the  natives,  if  those  good 
men,  who  so  confldently  say  so,  could  only  accompany  my 
popils  or  me,  by  way  of  trial,  through  all  die  intermediate 
stages  of  society  in  hindoostan,  i  am  confident  of  cosviac- 
ing  them  in  person,  that  they  never  were  more  misehiev- 
ously  deceived  or  mistaken  in  their  lives,  and  that  to  deter 
others,  who  canioot  know  better,  from  a  useAil  pursuit,  by 
fabricated  stories  of  blonders  which  never  existed,  is  a 
spedes  of  green-homed  bait-baiting,  neither  very  ntaidy 
nor  becoming  in  any  gentleman. 

the  sunskrit  being  the  grand  palladium  of  every  hiadoo 
art  and  science,  a  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensable  ibr 
any  person  who  expects  to  be,  when  circumstaaoes  require 
it,  an  adept  in  the  religiotiB  and  civil  history  of  india:  on 
the  other  hand,  the  arable  is  no  less  advantageoos  in  dl 
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Uiot  rdatea  to  moobummnd  wid  bi>  foUowen,  tliough  my 
BtMpioions  ara  ■trong  agunat  every  hope  of  learning  one 
Botitary  truth  in  the  whole  circle  of  soience,  that  does  not 
actoally  eziBt  .or  hai  not  already  been  mach  better  ex- 
plained in  most  of  the  earopean  tongues. 

yoQths  of  extraordinary  talents  mi^t  be  deputed,  at  the 
expense  of  the  state,  with  encouraging  allowances,  ex- 
pressly to  acquire  beneficial  arts  and  recondite  knowledge 
abroad,  in  the  several  walks  of  life,  for  which  their  varioos 
eapadties  may  prove  best  adapted,  wherever  Uiese  realty 
can  be  found,  were  the  common  weal  the  pole  star  of  all 
govemmenta,  or  utility  preferred  by  them  to  worse  pDnnits. 
men  who  leata  tfaeir  native  homes,  merely  in  quest  of 
fortnne  in  foreign  climes,  have  commonly  important 
duties  to  perform,  which  allow  them  little  leisure  to  culti- 
vate that  local  science  and  information  with  sufficient  ac 
'  curacy,  which  might  probably  be  acquired  in  every  region 
of  the  globe,  were  people  resident  there  with  no  other 
official  avocations,  one  class  of  such  acholars  may,  with 
great  propriety,  be  compared  to  simple  gleaners  in  tha 
wide  fields  of  a  literary  harvest,  from  whom  the  publia 
can  expect  bat  a  slender  stock  for  the  commonwealth  of 
letters ;  whereas  men  appointed  purposely  to  this  duty, 
must  become  reapers  at  once,  and,  to  preserve  their  own 
character,  will  natnrally  return  loaded  with  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  litenu7  matwials  to  their  patrons  and  employers, 
in  Uiis  way,  a  few  years  will  e^t  more  in  the  service  of 
veal  knowledge,  than  a  centnry  possibly  can  procure  by 
the  other,  in  which  it  must  be  recollected,  diet  half  of  the 
Bobsaquent  lime  is  too  often  fruitlessly  spent  in  forgetting 
or  correcting  all  the  mistakes  generated  daring  tbe  Re- 
ceding period  of  desultory  research ;  and  on  the  whole,  it 
has  loi^  since  been  discovered  how  truly  advuttageous 
national  ignorance  ib  to  tbe  few  who  rale  the  roost,  be- 
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cauM'tb*  m*ay  ia'  thi*  predioaiaent  have  not  lb«n  the 
means  of  leariuDg  any  thing  worthy  of  tbe  name  of  profit- 
able s(»ence.   . 

-  the  reader  will,  i  hope,  excase  my  in§ertuig  a  few  ez- 
tracta  from  the  learaedt  animating  and  raluable  discourse 
of  a  late  gOTemor-generat  of  india,  at  tbe  pnbUc  di^iuta. 
tion  in  the  college  of  fort  william,  on  the  27th  felKuary, 
|808.^ord  minto,  since  deceased,  then  speaking  to  the 
students,  thus  addressed  them : — "  you  are  about  to  be 
employed  in  the  a<)ministra(ioa  of  a  great  and  extenaive 
country,  Jn  which,  it  would  not  be  much  beyond  the  truth 
to  Bay>  that  the  english  language  is  not  known,  you  will 
baveto  deal  with  multitudes  whocanbeconunonicative  with 
you  i  can  receire  your  commands,  or  render  an  accQunt  of 
their  performance  of  them ;  whose  testioioniea  can  be  de- 
livered ;  whose  engagements  can  be  contracted ;  wbow 
a&irs,  in  a  word,  can  be  transacted,  discussed,  and  re- 
corded, only  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  languages  which 
are  taught  at  the  college  of  fort  william.  were  it  only  for 
your  personal  ease,  security  and  comfort,  the  veniaeular 
and  colloquial  language  of  bengal  would  be  infinitely 
valuable,  but  whoever  considers  the  tediousnesa  and- 
delay,  and  what  is  yet  more  material,  tbe  imperfection  and 
error,  which  must  attend  the  conduct,  frequently,  of  trivial 
and  ordinary,  but  often  also  of  complicated  and  important 
affitin,  by  the  clumsy  and  unsatisfactory  transpoeition  of 
tooae  discourse,  or  intricate  discuBsion,  on  tenus,  from  one 
language  to  another,  must  acknowledge  the- important  ad- 
vantage derived  from  the  ready  use  of  the  native  lan- 
guages. tediouanesB  and  error  are  not  the  only  nor  the 
worst  evils  resulting'  from  ignorance  of  the  languages  of 
india;  it -creates  almost  unavoidable,  and  almost  unlimited 
depQudence  on  native  and  suboidinate  officers,  how  much 
prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  company ;  how  much  op- 
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preniM  vflxatios,  extortion,  and  cruelty  towards  our  na- 
tive sabjec^ts  ;  and  how  much  losa  of  character,  how  mncb 
di^^race  and  ruia  to  the  unfortunate  european,  whose  ig- 
Boraoce  haa  delivered  him  over  to  that  helplees  and  de- 
pendent thraldom,  and  wedded  hia  fair  fame  and  his  best 
hopes  to  the  chances  of  so  foul  a  connexion,  maliiDg  him 
re^wnsible  in  his  reputation  and  fortune  for  the  corraptipn 
of  a  servant,  whom  this  one  defect  has  erected  into  his 
master,  and  into  the  arbiter  of  his  fate ;  how  much  pubho 
loss  and  calamity ;  how  much  individual  shame  and  ruinj 
have  resulted,  and  are  daily  resulting,  from  this  cause,  a 
very  short  acquaintance  with  the  afiairs  of  india  will  too 
clearly  show,  to  these. serious  evils  the  government  of 
this  conntry  has  determined  to  oppose  the  best  remedies 
it  can  devise.  iuBtrnction  in  these  languages  has  been 
provided,  both  in  england  and  in  bengal,  for  the  junior 
members  of  the  service,  every  ioiagiaable  facility  is  fur- 
nished, as  you  are  now  experiencing,  to  the  diligent 
student,  and  amongst  other  incentives,  we  are  this  day 
employed  in  one,  and  not  the  least  efficacious  means  to 
stimulate  and  quicken  study." — on  the  various  works  pre^ 
paring  for  publication  his  lordship  observes,  that  "  meer 
sher  ulee,  the  head  moanshee  in  the  hindoostanee  depart- 
ment of  the  college,  having  compiled  and  arranged,  in  the 
hindoostanee  language,  a  work  on  the  history  and  geo- 
graphy of  india,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  collie  to 
print  it  for  publication,  the  dissemination,  by  means  of 
the  press,  of  works  composed  by  natives  eminent  for  their 
knowledge  and  practical  skill  in  this  dialect,  must  gra- 
dually polish,  and  fix  a  standard  of  excellence  in  a  Ian. 
gusge,  which,  though  long  employed  as  an  elegant  medium 
of  colloquial  intercourse,  and  as  the  vehicle  of  poetical 
imagery,  has  hitherto  been  little  used  for  prose  compo* 
sition." 
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ai  that  time  there  were  forty-nine  ttudents  in  the  hin- 
doofltanee  class  only,  a  nomber  greater  than  the  total  of 
tiie  other  four  claBses  conjoined  ;  which  may  eanly  be  ac> 
counted  for,  by  that  language  being  generdly  used  all 
over  india,  while  the  bungalee  end  others  never  extend 
beyond  the  bounds  of  their  respective  territorial  and 
official  provinces :  tboagh  this  fact,  as  it  regards  the  pro- 
vincial dialect,  was  left  for  more  particular  animadveraion 
and  judgment  to  the  present  govemoi^eneral,  who  is 
certainly  a  more  competent  discriminator  in  these  matters, 
than  the  whole  of  his  predecessors  combined,  between 
thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  had  the  governor-general  of 
that  period  been  as  experienced  and  able  a  statesman  as 
the  present,  he  never  would  have  answered  the  snggestioa 
of  the  author  of  these  sheets,  for  the  appointment,  even  in 
those  early  days,  of  regular  interpreters  to  courts'  martial 
in  these  discouraging  terms.  "  let  tha  portuguese  drum- 
mers perform  this  duty  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  gra- 
tuitously; the  company  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  inter- 
pretation in  cases  of  that  kind,  and  we  mast  continue  in 
Ae  very  track  we  have  trodden  so  long."  had  hastinga 
the  first  acted  as  he  ought  in  this  matter,  his  aable  suc- 
cessor of  the  same  name  could  have  called  on  hundreds 
of  military  men  as  capital  iinguirti,  for  the  dozen  or  two 
who  may  yet  be  viewed  in  that  character  at  any  of  the 
presidencies. 

these  extracts,  and  a  reference  to  the  passing  events  in 
british  india,  will  prove  to  the  world  how  very  essential  a 
knowledge  of  the  oriental  languages  in  general,  and  of 
the  hindoostanee  and  pereian  in  particnlar,  is  daily  be- 
coming to  every  person  residing  in  india,  either  as  a  civil 
or  military  servant  of  the  east  india  company,  or  as  a  so- 
journer there  in  any  capacity  whatever,  those  of  the 
legal  profesHon  who  may  wish  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the 
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east,  are  yet  little  aware  of  the  rast  advmtagcB  they  would 
deriTe  fay  being  able  to  connne  immaKtU^  with  dient^ 
liable  to  be  betrayed  by  every  third  peraon  who  may  act 
as  ioterpreter,  io  law  pleas,  where  often  aeorecy  of  coaii> 
sel  alone  can  command  eaccess. 

yoaDg  men  connected  with  the  maritime  or  nautical 
afiain  of  iodia,  cannot  hare  reconne  to  a  better  monitor 
than  roebadc^  Talnable  little  work  styled  a  naral  vocabu- 
lary, which  is  well  calculated  for  study  at  aea,  when  there 
are  intelligent  iodian  sulors  to  consult  on  tiie  anbject  by 
every  paasenger. 

to  corroborate  my  notioaa  of  the  hindoostanee'a  supe- 
rior claims  to  attention,  even  above  the  persian  tongue, 
as  well  as  my  own  acknowledged  nccesB  in  that  depart- 
ment, i  shall  insert  extracU  of  letters  from  the  late  rest- 
dent  at  dilbee,  and  major  smith,  who  is  not  only  a  native 
of  india,  but  a  gentleman  of  so  much  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience as  an  excellent  oriental  scholar  and  military  cha- 
racter, that  be  bas  been  actnally  employed  in  high  conA- 
dentiftl  situations  by  oar  government,  while  tlie  former  is  at 
present  chief  secretary  in  the  secret  and  political  depart- 
ment in  bengal. 

'*  i  trust  that  i  shall  be  able  to  give  you  lome  satisfac- 
tory information  on  the  nihject  on  which  you  express  a 
natural  anxiety,  in  every  part  of  india  in  which  i  have  been 
employed,  from  Calcutta  to  the  vicinity  of  labor,  and 
from  the  mountains  of  kusoaoon  to  the  nurboda,  among 
nfghans,  muibatas,  rajpoots,  j,hats,  Beek,hB,  and  the  va- 
rious tribes  which  inhabit  the  countries  through  which  i 
have  travelled,  i  have  foand  the  general  iise  of  the  lan- 
guage in  which  you  instructed  me.  there  are  various 
dialects  and  modes  of  ^Making ;  great  patience  is  fre- 
quently required  to  understand  or  be  understood ;  our 
ears  arc  not  always  prepared  to  receive  the  sounds  that 
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are  uUered ;  and  at  first  the  natives  cannot  und«rstaiid 
our  tone  and  manner,  without  frequent  repotition  ^  these 
difficulties  are  likely  to  occur  in  most  filaces ;  but  from 
my  own  experience,  and  the  ioformatioii  which  i  have  re- 
ceived from  others,  i  would  venture  to  walk  from  cape 
comorin  to  casfameer,  or  from  ava  to  the  mouths  of  the 
indus,  coo6deot  that  i  should  everywhere  find  people  who 
•could  speak  the  hindoostanee.  i  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
i  should  not  find  people  who  could  not  speak  it :  it  is  well 
known  that  many  different  languages  are  talked  within  the 
vast  space  which  i  have  mentioned ;  it  would  be  strange 
if  it  was  not  so ;  but  hindoostanee  is  the  language  which 
is  generally  useful,  and  it  is  more  extensively  general,  i 
believe,  than  any  other  language  in  the  world,  i  am 
nothing  more'  than  a  half-way  proficient  in  the  language, 
but  the  greater  my  ignorance,  the  stronger  is  my  testi- 
mony, and  as  far  as  my  testimony  will  go,  the  general 
utility  of  the  hindoostanee  shall  be  extolled,  i  think  that 
the  world  is  particularly  indebted  to  you,  and  oug^t  to 
be  thankful  for  your  zealous  and  honountble  exertions,  in 
promoting  the  circulation  of  this  mott  useful  and  un- 
portant  branch  of  oriental  literature. 

zuban  dan  i  cordoo  hue  uesa  ki  aj 
hue  qanoon  i  hindee  ko  oos  se  riwaj. 

and  i  beg  leave  to  aasore  you,  that  i  am,  with  esteem, 
your's  &ithfu|]y. 

(signed)  "  c.  t.  metoalfe." 

"  Calcutta,  aug.  2Q,  1806." 
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"  captain  thomaa  roebdck, 
"  my  dear  sir, 

"  i  have  the  pleasure  to  send  yon  the  manuscript  voca- 
bulary of  tiie  tinduwee,  which  my  poor  brother  began, 
but  did  not  live  to  finiBb.  if  it  can  be  of  any  use  to  mr. 
gilcbrist,  i  sb^l  be  much  pleased,  i  shall  hope  to  bear 
on  my  arrival  in  india,  that  mr.  gilcbrist  intends  to  be- 
nefit the  followers  of  fortune  to  the  east,  by  a  complete 
edition  of  his  works  printed  in  england,  a  benefit  which 
is  incalculable  to  europeans  going  to  india.  perhaps  no 
person  ever  undertook  a  moR  arduous  task,  or  completed 
it  more  fully  and  correctly,  than  mr.  gilcbrist  performed 
in  his  works  on  indian  philology,  i  regret  his  long  labour 
has  been  unprofitable  ;  for  in  these  times  when  money  is 
npore  necessary  thim  fame,  every  correct  and  useful  writer 
ought  to  reap  something  more  by  his  taste  or  his  industry 
than  mere  praise,  i  hope,  above  all  things,  that  mr.  gil- 
cbrist will  giveoiB  a  second  volume  of  his  dictionary,  for 
i  may  venture  to  say,  without  the  risk  of  contradiction, 
tliat  no  enlightened  asiatio  ever  understood  the  hiiw 
doostanee  language  more  correctly,  or  pronounced  it  more 
perfectly  than  mr.  gilcbrist.  being  bom  and  bred  in 
india,  i  have  some  right  to  pronounce  »o  decisive  an  opi- 
nion, wishing  yoa  health  and  speedy  return  to  madraa, 
i  am,  in  haste,  my  dear  air,  ijour's  most  Unly. 

(signed)  "  lewis  f.  Bmith." 

» poriimouth,  I9th  October,  1807." 

from  one  of  the  first  and  most  disbngnished  students 
at  the  Calcutta  college,  the  deceased  mr.  Jonathan  lovett, 
i  received  the  following  note  on  his  departure  from  that 
establishment. 

"  wherever  i  go,  i  shall  carry  with  me  the  same  gratefiil 
recollection  of  your  kindness  and  assistance,  die  same 
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zeal  for  the  honourable  cause,  in  whidi  yoa  haTe  been  ao 
long  engaged. 

"  nootq  kahta  hy  meia  aj  yih  bar  natiq  le ; 

**  loton  bee  neend  men  kume  ko  kbnlul  ja,ooi^. 

"  i  Mod  you  the  opinion  of  one  of  tbe  fint  and  beat 
informed  men  at  madras,  on  the  subject  of  the  languages, 
neceaaary  for  canying  on  the  duties  at  that  presidency,  ■■ 
far  as  bindoostanee  is  concenied.^ 

extract  of  a  Utter  front  a  gentleman  at  madratt 
dated  <'l9ihjvne,  1802." 
"  it  is  acaicely  necessary  for  ste  to  notice  the  bin- 
dooataose  dialect,  tbe  extent  eod  force  of  which  are  suffi- 
eiently  known  to  all  peraooB  who  have  directed  their  at- 
tention either  to  tbe  business  or  to  tbe  literabore  of  india. 
a  copious  knowledge  of  that  dialect  is,  ia  my  judgment 
alone  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary  sffiiira  in 
any  part  of  tbe  tenitorie*  under  this  goTemment ;  bat  it 
will  be  obviouB  to  you,  that  the  use  of  it  will  be  found 
more  exteoaiTe  and  more  common  in  those  parts  which 
hava  been  more  immediately,  and  few  a  bmger  period  of 
time,  subjected  to  the  mabomedan  yoke,  throughout  the 
territories  of  the  ndbob  of  arcot,  and  tbe  balaghant  do- 
minion* of  tbe  late  tippoo  sultan,  tbe  use  of  the  hin- 
dooBtaoee  dialect  ia  familiar  to  all  pereoot  em^oyed  in 
the  public  offices  of  govenmient,  and  to  a  great  portitm 
of  tbe  tonuaaon  people ;  but  this  obserratioB  ia  more  ex- 
tensively applicable  to  myaoor  than  to  tbe  camatio.  all 
tbe  officers  of  tbe  sultan's  government  having  been  nmho- 
medana,  who  are  generatly  too  proud  or  too  ignonnt  to 
wdentaad  any  but  theif  own  laagwage,  the  bindoostanee 
accessaiily  became  the  general  channel  of  commuaicatim 
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in  the  departmentB  of  the  army,  the  law,  and  the  revraae. 
it  is  long  since  the  sftine  cauBes  here  ceased  to  affect  the 
general  manners  of  the  camatio  under  the  nabobs  of 
arcoi.  the  armies  noniinated  for  ita  protection  have  been 
composed  of  natives  of  every  description,  and  exdnsively 
commaoded  by  european  officers :  few  traces  of  a  judicial 
establishment  are  discoverable  :  the  nabobs  of  arcot  have 
taken  into  their  service  european  mtoisters ;  and  those  mi- 
Diatera  have  necessarily  employed  interpreters  or  dubaahes, 
the  e&ct  of  all  which  causes  baa  tended  to  diminish  the 
mahomedans*  influence,  and  to  revive  the  original  mannera 
of  the  hindoo  inhabitants  of  the  different  provinces,  ia 
the  northern  circats  the  traces  of  the  mahomedan  coo- 
quest,  in  this  respect,  are  more  faint  than  in  the  caruatic. 
and  i  believe  that  they  are  less  perceptible  in  most  of  the 
sontliem  provinces,  in  speaking,  therefore,  of  the  g& 
neral  utility  of  the  hindoostanee  language,  it  may  b» 
proper  to  qualify  it  by  an  exception  with  respect  to  the 
judidal  department,  particolarly  in  the  northern  circara. 
and  in  the  provinces  south  of  the  coleroon ;  for  i  doubt 
that  a  person  possessing  a  knowledge  of  the  hindoostanee 
dialect  alone,  would  be  competent  to  discharge  thedutiea 
of  a  judge  in  those  districta." 

local  information  and  hietoryf  with  a  knowledge  of 
eutem  languages,  ought  to  be  the  first  objecta  of  atten- 
tion, and  these  may  be  succeaaively  actjuired  in  the  order 
of  their  real  utility,  if  the  reader  have  attentively  perused 
the  story-teller  and  guide,  i  need  not  now  inculcate  the 
hindoostanee  as  the  first  object  but  leave  him  to  be  gnided 
solely  by  the  effects  of  my  a^ments  on  bis  mind  relative 
to  that  important  language,  and  the  publications  ennme- 
lated  at  the  end  of  it  as  most  essential  to  his  studies  in 
the  very  threshold  of  oriental  litertUure. 
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the  next  work  which  i  would  recommend,  ia  the  eist 
india  register  for  the  ciurent  year,  as  one  replete  with  gnch 
valuable  iDformatioQ,  that  no  person  proceeding  to  iadia 
should  be  without  a  copy ;  nay,  every  body  connected 
with  the  company^s  senice  should  hare  the  above  book 
always  by  them,  for  reference  and  advice,  which  can  sddom 
be  procured  so  accurately  elsewhere,  and  which  t  have 
refrained  froOi  inserting  in  this  volnme  merely  because  i 
consider  the  above  directory  as  a  sine  qua  non  for  those 
who  may  wish  to  consult  my  own  publications  on  the 
subject  of  indian  afiairs. 

the  aaiatic  monthly  journal  from  the  commencement, 
will  likewise  prove  an  interesting  performance ;  and  to 
cadets  let  me  mention,  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise, 
the  military  mentor,  as  one  of  the  best  books  ever  yet 
published,  to  make  a  youth  a  good  officer,  a  brave  soldier, 
an  accomplished  gentleman,  and  an  honest  man.  it  will 
be  found  an  inestimable  companion  by  night  and  by  day ; 
one  from  whom  no  vice  can  be  learned,  and  every  virtue 
may  be  acquired,  which  should  warm  the  heart,  and  guide 
the  bead  of  a  juvenile  warrior,  every  well  disposed 
young  man  will  honour  his  portable  mentor  the  more  he 
reads  and  ponders  upon  the  excellent  instructioos  with 
which  it  is  filled,  conveyed  in  the  easy  onaffected  style  of 
paternal  solicitude,  enlivened  with  elegant  and  affecting 
-anecdotes,  to  enforce  or  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the 
many  honourable  principles  which  the  mentor  is  con- 
stantly inculcating,  i  shall  never  forget  how  much  i  owe 
to  a  little  work  called  *'  a  master^s  present  to  an  appren* 
tice,'"  which  i  received  from  my  instractor  when  leaving 
school,  and  continued  to  study  it  often  for  some  years  after- 
wards, not  only  out  of  respect  to  him,  but  from  the  ad- 
vantage i  was  daily  deriving  from  a'  practical  system  of 
ethics,  exactly  suited  to  my  station  aiid  ctipacity,  the 
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military  mentor  is  to  a  young  officer  or  cadet  just  luch  a 
treasure,  and,  elegantly  bound,  would  prove  a  very  ap- 
propriate prese&t  from  a  sincere  friend,  e<  a  memorial  of 
real  affection  and  esteem  for  a  yonth  abont  to  leave  him 
or  her,  perhaps,  for  ever,  many  of  the  subjects  in  the 
mentor  are  of  great  importance  to  civil  as  well  as  military 
servants  of  ^e  king  and  east  india  company,  such  as 
friendship,  love,  gaming,  drinking,  duellmg,  health,  pn^ 
dence,  reading,  languages,  &c.  See.  Etc,  the  whole  of  which 
are  treated  in  a  concise,  but  masterly  manner,  and  cannot 
fail  of  edifying  and  gratifying  every  rational  reader,  letter 
xl.  on  languages,  is  so  short,  that  i  shall  insert  the 
whole. 

"  all  languages  are  not  of  equal  importance,  life  is  so 
short,  that  in  regard  to  study,  whatever  is  notaseful,  may, 
in  some  views  be  considered  as  pernicious,  the  principles 
of  the  latin  language  are  of  the  highest  utility,  this  contri- 
butes likewise  much  to  the  knowledge  of  the  french ;  which, 
being  now  the  language  of  all  europe,  ought  to  be  acqiured 
in  its  utmost  perfection. 

"  with  regard  to  the  other  languages,  an  officer  ought 
certainly  to  endeavour  to  reader  himself  master  of  that  of 
tht  cotmtrif  where  he  u  t^xnit  to  make  ucr;  Jbr  without  thie 
knowledge  he  mil  be  amaantly  liable  to  commit  the  greatett 
Jauitt.  it  will  not  be  in  bis  power  to  communicate  with 
the  inhabitants,  he  cannot  employ  the  best  spies,  and  be 
will  be  compelled,  on  the  most  delicate  and  important  oc- 
casions, to  make  use  of  interpreters,  without  whom  he 
cannot  stir  a  single  step,  and  who,  perhaps,  seek  every 
opportunity  to  betray  him.  it  is  truly  astonishing  that 
moat  parents,  who  destine  a  young  man  to  the  profession 
of  arms,  instead  of  having  him  taught  the  modem  euro- 
pean  languages,  prefer  his  consuming  the  greater  part  of 
bis  youth  in  acquiring  the  greek  and  latin,  not,  as  i  have 
2q 
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already  obterved,  but  the  latia  may  be  highly  aaefat  for 
sn  ofScer,  at  then  are  few  comtriea  where  thia  langaai^ 
is  not  known ;  and  m  the  ncwtdtataiit  parts,  it  nuij  oftea 
supply  tbe  want  of  the  Ter^icalar  tongue,  but  i  camot 
forbear  declariag  against  tlie  custon  of  sniverskies  and 
ooUeg«%  in  cavsiBg  a  youth  to  waste  fiva  or  six  (^  the 
most  ▼alueble  y«an  of  bis  life  in  loaming  au  idioiii  wfaic^ 
be  m^bt  acquire  in  two  or  three  by  another  method. 

"  precisioD,  energy,  and  simplicity  of  atyle,  are  ini> 
portant  acquisitioBs  for  a  military  man ;  who  ou^t  to 
know  how  to  «Tprefl8  himself  with  neatness,  as  weU  by 
writing  as  verbally,  it  may  be  veiy  possUile  to  plan  with 
skill  a  military  operation ;  but  this  has  sometimes  bem 
known  to  miscarry,  from  the  orders  baTing  beea  coo- 
foMdly  given,  and  thns  KUBappreheaded.  yon  ou^rt, 
tlierefore,  to  accustom  yoaraelf  betiaes  to  attempt  at 
writing  with  purity  and  preciBion." 

ih»l  the  latin,  when  properiy  pronounced,  may  be  as 
osefal  as  mentor  Buppposes,  there  can  be  tittle  doubt ;  bvt 
as  long  as  the  englisb  persist  in  a  mode  of  their  own,  so 
longwdl  tbeir  latini^  be  UBriflsB,  in  a<colloquial  pointof 
new,  amoag  the  natiowi  of  eanpe ;  while  tke  soettish 
proDUBoiation,  on  the  oontrary,  will  carry  a  man  bH  o«er 
the  -cOBtinent,  <pf  mided,  >in  other  neBpevta,  fae  be  «  tale- 
ralble  scfaoUr.  i  hare  known  «  oaledomao,  twth  a  slender 
stOG^  of  latin,  stand  interpreter  between  a  learned  fo- 
reigner and  an  ozonian,  who  oould  hardly  make  the 
sbaKger  comprehend  one  word,  till  the  otiier  gave  it  tiie 
proper  sound.  Ilie  Btory  of  ike  englishman  and  genaan 
conversing  in  latin,  is  well  known.  John  bull  obserTad, 
"  sunt  ne  omnia  pacata  in  germania !"  to  wbioh  the 
gennan  gruffly  replied,  *'  mnlta  sunt  peccata  in  germania 
Bed  spero  plures  virtutes;"  and  had  it  not  been  for  a 
higblonder,  who  happened  to  be  of  tJie  party,  they  could 
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sot  pomtbly,  «veD  by  fertber  explMradon,  ha^w  aodentooid 
each  other,  so  much  for  engliib  latin,  rarely  u  «  coUoi- 
quial  medium ;  but  as  a  learned  language,  it  aavex  should 
be  attempted  by  the  britisb  yentb,  until  tbey  beve  ac- 
quired an  accarate  grammtUict^  knowladge  of  their  motlur 
toi^e,  as  one  of  the  taopt  rational  steps  to  the  ^raedy 
aeqnisition  of  a  much  more  difficult  foreign  languaga  and 
grammar* 

what  the  general  obwrres  of  our  pi^lic  Mmioaitas,  is 
but  too  true,  though  he  has  not  proceeded  to  detail  the 
method  1^  which  three  or  four  years  might  be  Bared  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  education  in  this  country,  a  few  hints 
in  my  other  works  haire  been  given  by  myself  lor  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desmible  ol^ect,  aiid  i  shall  in 
this  subjoin  some  more  observ^tioaa  on  the  «ame  subject, 
to  induce,  if  possible,  better  qualified  peiw  to  do  it  all 
the  jastice  whiek  so  great  a  nform  in  iact  demands. 

it  ie  a  singular  truth,  that  were  tan  girls,  and  aa  equal 
number  of  boys,  of  the  same  rai^,  capacity,  age,  Su. 
selepted  from  any  society  in  tbe  united  cmpira,  «s-com- 
petitore  for  prizes  to  the  best  englisfa  compoeen  among 
them;  the  victors  would  prove  all  ^male,  from  the  groat 
pains  which  have  long  been  token  with  the  fur  sex  in  this 
most  essential  branch  of  eduoatitm,  while,  in  general, 
boys  are  most  preposterouely  allowed  to  pit^  up  wfaat 
knowledge  they  ever  gain  of  their  mother  tongue,  merely 
en  ptuaant,  in  the  prosecution  of  learned  langoages,  tbe 
best  way  th^  can.  a  young  lady  will  write  a  moi«  ele- 
gant letter  in  english,  much  sooner  than  her  brother  can 
tnni  it  to  bad  latin,  if  he  ever  gets  far  enough  ^en  to 
do  ao,  and,  compared  to  biseisterVi  proficiency  in  epis- 
tolary talent,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one  if  he  ever,  with  all 
bis  classic  lore,  come  near  her  in  useful  knowledge ;  nay, 
were  she  afterwards  induced  to  acquire  latin  or  greek,  fi-om 
2q2 
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her  previooB  vcqntiDtance  mih  englbh  on  gnmmatical 
phnciplei,  ahe  would  aoon  nake  a  fool  of  him  in  those 
Tery  puraaits. 

eappose  two  youths,  of  equal  capacitiea,  were  to  start 
at  eight,  lUDe,  or  ten  srears  of  age,  as  general  scholars, 
one  in  the  common  way  to  be  prematurely  crammed  with 
latin  and  greek  rules,  on  versificaUon,  and  the  lord  knows 
what;  the  other  to  ]earn,  progressirely,  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  english  grammar,  composition,  &c.  till  twelre 
or  thirteen,  and  then  to  proceed,  when  indispensable, 
with  these  dead  tongues,  i  would  stake  every  thing  on  the 
head  of  the  latter,  by  the  time  both  had  reached  their 
sixteenth  year,  especially  if  due  pains  be  taken  to  lead 
him  gradually,  from  simple  to  complex,  from  easy  to 
difficult  themes,  rather  by  expanding  his  mind  with  ra- 
tional instructions,  than  by  loading  his  memory  with  too 
many  rules,  that  he  may  leain  to  think  actively  for  him- 
self, instead  of  becoming  a  mere  pasare  machine,  the 
transition  from  wdt  conducted  english  studies  to  the 
latin,  or  any  foreign  speech,  will  enable  him  to  reason 
upon  it  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do  with  the  other, 
and  he  will  speedily  observe,  that  the  grammar  of  all 
languages  is  so  much  alike  in  general  principles,  that  he 
has  only  to  be  well  versed  in  his  own,  to  make  it  the  na- 
tural stepping-stone  to  every  other  tongue. 

it  would  only  he  repeating  my  remarks  from  the  guide, 
were  i  again  to  dwell  on  the  necessi^  and  advantage  of 
giving  english  lessons,  more  or  less  easy,  as  pupils  ad- 
vance, without  some  of  the  leading  words  in  them,  as  il- 
lustrated in  page  158  of  that  work  which  i  here  recom- 
Okend  to  the  serious  attention  of  every  preceptor,  who  may 
improve  upon  the  hint  in  various  ways  for  the  benefit  of 
his  pupils,  through  every  stage  of  their  progress  in  enf^sb 
or  other  toi^es. 
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in  the  life  of  sir  wiUiam  Jones,  ve  hare  an  iDBtzuctiTe 
lesson,  Qot  only  from  his  andrometer,  bat  from  the  soc- 
cessfiil  method  which  his  enlightened  mother  adopted  for 
the  education  of  her  promisiDg  son,  as  related  by.  his 
noble  biographer  and  friend,  lord  teignmouth. 

"  in  the  plan  adopted  by  mrs.  Jones  for  the  instrootion 
of  her  son,  she  proposed  to  reject  the  sererity  of  disd- 
-pline,  and  to  lead  bis  mind  inseniiibly  to  knowledge  and 
exertion,  by  exciting  his  curiosity,  and  directing  it  to 
useful  objects,  to  hie  incesaant  importunities  for  infoN 
matioD  on  casual  topics  of  conTersation,  which  she  wab^ 
fully  stimulated,  she  constantly  replied,  "  read,  and  yoa 
will  know ;"  a  maxim,  to  the  observance  of  which  be 
always  acknowledged  himself  indebted  for  his  future  at- 
tainments, by  this  method,  his  desire  to  learn  became 
aa  eager  as  her  wisb  to  teach  ;  and  such  was  her  talent  of 
instruction,  and  his  facility  of  retaining  it,  that  in  his 
fourth  year  he  was  able  to  read,  distinctly  and  rapidly, 
any  englisb  book,  she  particularly  attended  at  the  same 
time  to  the  cultivation  of  his  memory,  by  making  him 
learn  and  repeat  some  of  the  popular  speeches  of 
sbakespeare,  and  the  beat  of  gay's  fables. 

"  in  common  cases,  premature  instruction  has  often 
been  found  to  retard,  rather  than  accelerate,  the  progress 
of  the  intellectual  faculties ;  and  the  success  of  it  so  much 
depends  upon  the  judgment  of  the  tutor,  and  the  capa 
city  of  the  scholar,  upon  the  skill  of  the  one,  as  well  as 
upon  the  disposition  and  powers  of  the  other,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  prescribe  a  general  rule  when  instruction 
ought  to  begin,  or  a  general  mode  by  which  it  should  be 
conveyed  ;  the  determination  in  both  cases  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  parents,  who  ought  to  be  the  most  com- 
petent to  decide. 

"  in  his  sixth  yearj  by  the  assistance  of  a  friend,  sir 
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willHun  jotwi  wu  initialed  in  the  radiaidnts  of  the  latia 
gramiti&r,  and  he  commilted  some  pasoagefl  of  it  to  me- 
niory  |  but  the  doll  eleibenta  of  a  new  IsagMge  having 
ndthiflg  to  captivata  his  childiab  attentiou,  b«  D»de  little 
progress  in  it ;  nor  Wfli  ht  tnoonrt^ed  to  pen«Teraiioe  by 
bis  tDOdieT,  who,  intending  bim  for  a  puMio  education, 
WM  ndwilliog  to  perplex  bia  mind  with  the  sttfdy  of  a 
dead  language,  before  be  had  acquired  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  his  native  tongue." 

tfae  androtneter  BuppoBes  a  child,  at  six  years  of  age, 
to  be  acquainted  with  eoglish  gramoiar,  which  is  prenm- 
tsre  by  two  yean,  at  least  for  ordinary  abilities }  we 
shall  therefore  auppose  eight  or  bine  as  Uie  moat  probable 
(br  such  an  atlaimbeat.  latin,  according  to  the  mme 
scale,  is  pat  down  at  twelve^  bnt  amy  safely  be  protracted 
to  fonrteen*  as  it  will  be  daaoh  mote  rapidly  Attained  by 
the  english  grammatical  scholar,  than  by]On«  who  can 
merely  read  his  naUre  tongue. 

the  same  prejudices  which  have  hitherto  retatded  the 
due  coltiration  of  oar  nMtb«r  tdngtie,  operated  long,  and 
do  so  now,  agvnst  the  acqukition  of  the  bindoostanee  on 
grammatical  principles,  not  only  among  the  bigotted  na- 
tives of  india,  but  among  our  own  more  enlightened  coun- 
trymen, who  ought  to  have  knowo  and  candidly  avowed 
half  a  century  ago,  that  the  general  vernacular  speech 
of  so  extensive  a  region,  was  and  is  maoh  more  essential 
than  miy  learned  or  foreign  language  to  ua,  as  the  rulers 
and  sojourners  among  various  nations  and  tribes,  to  the 
bulk  of  whom  arabic^  persiao,  turkisb,  and  Hunskrit,  are 
as  little  familiar  as  french,  latin,  greek,  and  hebrew  are 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the  united  empire. 

to  stem  the  torrent  of  overwhelming  erudition,  i  have 
'  stood,  almost  alone,  for  nearly  fifly  years  past,  in  favour 
of  Uie  vulgar  tongue  in  briliBh  india,  as  the  one  thing 
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moBt  needful,  and  have  now  the  coosolatioii  to  believe 
that  Djy  laboan,  in  so  trying  a  Hituatioq,  have  not  been 
wholly  ia  vain,  lame,  wealth,  and  honoure,  duriog  that 
period,  hare  certainly  cheered  the  literary  studies  and 
toils  of  my  more  erudite  contemporaries,  while  mine  were 
preyiDg  upon  my  health,  and  siLkiag  my  fortune  and 
prospects  to  the  confines  of  a  jail,  from  which  nothing 
but  the  seasonable  establishment  of  the  college  in  bengal 
&tricated  me,  after  a  hard  stru^le,  for  many  years,  in 
favour  of  the  hiodoostanee  tongue,  i  have  lived  to  see  it 
cultivated  and  esteemed  as  a  oseful  acquisition,  instead 
of  being  stigmatised  as  a  jargon,  though  as  much  above 
the  comprehension  of  the  unthinking  multitnde,  as  it  was 
fai  below  the  notice  of  men  of  letters,  when  i  first  visited 
india.  even  the  learned  natives,  for  the  basest  purposes, 
afifected,  as  long  as  they  durst  without  the  fear  of  detec- 
tion, to  neglect  and  despise  their  mother  tongue  when 
put  in  competition  with  peraic  lore,  with  which  they  had 
too  successfully  hoodwinked  our  unsuspecting  countrymen 
at  all  the  settlements  of  the  east,  from  the  period  of  our 
establishment  as  conquerors  In  hindoostan.  while  I  have 
little  to  boast  of  for  my  exertions  in  the  humbler  walks 
of  oriental  literature,  by  which  a  supposed  jargon  has 
been  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  refined  popular  tongue,  1 
cannot  lose  the  great  consolation  which  naturally  flows 
from  a  consciousness  of  having  been  of  some  service  in 
my  day  and  generation,  nor  can  i  conceal  the  supreme  sa- 
tisfaction of  having  always  endeavoured  to  raise  the 
english  language  to  that  pre-eminept  rank  and  estimation* 
jvhich  it  merits  in  every  seminary  of  learning  within  the 
extended  bounds  of  the  british  empire,  as  the  first  and 
surest  step  to  all  other  classical  pursuits,  that  it  will  one 
day  become  so,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  breast  of 
any  rational  being,  who  has  seriously  attended  to  the  pro- 
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gressive  improTemeiit  of  every  other  art  and  science ;  bat 
whether  thia  ahall  happen  in  my  time  or  not,  the  pniae  of 
being  an  adrocate  for  bo  necessary  a  reform  can  hardly 
be  denied  me  by  those  who  must  reap  the  greatest  sdTan- 
tage  firom  such  a  change,  if  they  peradventore  cast  their 
eyes  on  these  sheets,  when  the  writer  of  them  is  numbered 
wiUi  the  dead. 

to  the  foregoing  list  of  useful  publicationa,  i  sabjoio 
with  real  pleasure,  Johnson's  oriental  voyager,  as  a  Teiy 
agreeable  companion  to  a  young  man  on  the  passage  to 
India,  not  only  for  the  local  information  it  contains,  hat 
for  the  laudable  example  such  a  work  sets  before  every 
reflecting  mind,  and  the  excellent  bias  which  it  is  admi- 
rably calculated  to  give  to  those  who,  in  early  years,  read 
little,  and  think  Far  less  on  the  passing  scenes  of  life. 

to  the  honourable  east  india  company's  booksellers, 
no.  7,  leadenhall-^treet,  london,  whoever  shall  apply  for 
a  catalogue  of  books,  connected  with  indian  affairs  and 
the  literature  of  the  east,  will  not,  i  am  convinced,  call 
in  vain,  as  they  appear  to  possess  a  la^er  stock  of  every 
thing  in  that  department  than  any  other  booksellen  in 
the  metropolis ;  and  what  is  of  some  moment  when  par- 
chasera  are  not  affluent  enough  to  provide  a  complete 
library  for  literary  purauiti,  they  will  be  supplied  wiA  a 
list  of  those  publications  only  that  hardly  can  be  dispensed 
with,  by  persons  aoxious  to  convert  a  long  tedious  voyage 
to  the  laudable  purpose  of  self  improvement  in  local  know- 
ledge and  eastern  tongues,  they  are  moreover  both  able 
and  willing  to  furnish  such  advice  and  information  to 
people  proceeding  to  india,  as  will  prove  highly  useful  pre- 
vious to  their  departure  from  this  country,  after  arrival  in 
india  with  an  adequate  supply  of  books,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries for  an  east  india  voyage,  limited  or  extended  ac- 
cording to  circumstances. 
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a  sedulous  examiaatioD  of  this  book  and  the  dialogues 
in  regular  progressiou,  will  do  more  to  pare  the  way  for 
analysing  the  hindoostaoee  on  all  occaBions,  than  a  thou- 
sand mere  ruies  acquired  by  rote,  with  which  a  poor  school- 
boy's memory  is  generally  overloaded,  like  an  asa'a  back, 
while  his  miod  is  allowed  to  remain  as  empty  of  thought 
its  proper  food,  as  a  heron's  helly  is  of  meat ;  whence 
from  our  public  Beminaries  we  have  spontiug  automatons 
in  abundance,  who  seldom  evioce  great  mental  energy  or 
conception,  till  they  learn  the  positive  necessity  through 
life  of  thinkiog  and  acting  for  theirselves,  rather  as  in- 
telligent, efficient  beings,  than  sheer  passive  machines  or 
Tehicles  of  useful  knowledge,  should  i  be  accused  of  too 
many  appeals  to  the  risible  faculties  of  my  scholars,  my 
answer  is  simply  this,  "  laugh  and  be  fat  if  you  please ;" 
bat  with  the  same  breath  let  me  beseech  every  reader  who 
does  not  get  too  drowsy,  upon  the  dry  theme  of  language, 
in  these  words,  "  rouse  thyself  in  doe  season  from  the 
waking  dreams  of  implicit  confidence  on  others  through 
life,  think  for  thyself  and  be  wise." 

that  none  of  my  pupils  may  plunge  headlong  into  the 
vortex  of  irrational  dialogism,  before  they  can  reason 
upon  what  may  be  put  into  their  mouths  in  the  first  person 
or  proceed  from  those  addressed  in  the  second,  i  have 
thought  proper  to  introduce  in  this  stage  of  their  progress, 
a  few  more  striking  tllnstrations  of  the  principles  in  the 
east  indian  gaide,  ps^s  7  and  47,  and  of  some  other  gram- 
matical rules  inculcated  in  that  rudimental  work  for  a  si- 
milar reason ;  some  colloquial  stories  and  other  composi- 
tions will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  present  volume ; 
thus  provided  with  an  alpha  and  omega  as  the  requisite 
cavtats  against  that  premature  use  of  speech,  which  half- 
fledged  dialogists  are  too  apt  to  imbibe,  more  as  mocking 
birds,  who  are  proud  of  unmeaning  sounds,  than  as  men 
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acquainted  with  the  seose  and  due  applicatioa  of  all  ibe 
words  tbey  use  in  any  discourse. 


what  ift  on  the  table? 

a  book  and  a  pen. 

give  me  the  book. 

take  the  pen  to  my  brother. 

but  return  in  a  moment 


mez  per  kya  hue? 

kttab  uor  ek  qnlum. 

kitab  mGoj.be  do. 

qnlum  mere  b,ha,ee  ke  pas 

le  chulo, 

pur  ko,ee  dum  men  p,h)ra,o 
when  yih  and  wooh  occur  as  the,  it  will  be  equally  con- 
venient to  resolve  them  into  thU  and  tliat,  proximate  aod 
remote,  which  as  personal  pronouns  for  ke,  tlie,  or  it,  will 
be  illustrated  hereafter. 

bee  aod  ee,  as  definite  affixes,  never  can  be  very  trou- 
blesome, since  tbey  merely  give  an  emphasis  or  force  to 
the  word,  similar  to  our  iie;^,  self,  indeed,  telf  nuae,  even; 
quite,  jtttt,Juit,  as,  Ifc.  in  expressions  like> — this  is  the  very 
soldier  who  Sed,^ — yih  wcohee  sipahee  hue  jo  b,haga  t,tia; 
— go  thyw^  sirrah, — ube  too  hee  ja; 
get  some  grass  from  the  su.eea  se  koacb.h  g,bas  maa- 
groom  and  give  it  to  the  gla,o  uor  ghore  ko  do. 
horae. 

to  which  shall   i  give  the     kis  ko  danu  doon  is  ko  ya 
grain,  to  thia  or  that  ?  a>a  ko  ? 

where  are  alt  the  grooms?        sub  su.ees  kubsn  huen  ? 
collect  all  our  grooms  here,     sub    humare    6u,eeson    ko 
don^L  omit  even  one,  for  the     yuhan  hazir  kuro  ek  bee  ko 
whole  are   required  to    he     mut    ch,horo,    kyoon    kur 
.  present  juat  now.  chahyie   ki  sub.hee   ubhee 

muojood  hon. 
having  gone  (0  the  dog  give     koittee  ke  pa&  jakur  oosko 
him  water  to  drink.  panee  do  peena  ko. 

come  with  the  dog  here  and     kcote  ke  EBt,h  q,o  yubas  uor 
tie  him  mth  these  ropes.  case  in  russiyon  se  band,ho. 

speaking  logically  we  may  affirm  that  the  donative  and 
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objective  c&se  above  in  diitinguished  by  ko,  the  itinerant 
by  be  pas,  the  social  by  ke  Bat,h,  and  the  inBtrumental  by 
se :  but  they  merely  prove,  that  eimple  postpositions  re- 
quire tbe  inflexioD  or  second  state  of  the  noun  only,  while 
compounds  on  the  contrary  govern  the  infiected  genitive, 
or  adjecUve  foraa,  masculiDe  or  feminine,  aooordii^  to 
the  gender  of  the  compound  when  viewed  in  its  original 
condition  as  s  noun,  yih  koattee  cm  koottee  kee  tumf 
jaya  chahtee,  this  bitch  wants  to  go  towards  that  dog. 
we  dono  apa»  men  billee  ka>ttee  kee  tanih  lurte  huen, 
they  fight  like  cat  and  dog  together,  or  in  tbe  manner  of 
a  cat  and  dog. 

tbe  boy's  sister's  friend's  cb,hokre  kee  buhin  ke  dost 
father's  mother's  brother's     kebapkeemadurkeb,ha,ee 


wife's  three  boos  are  now 
coming  here,  and  their  ser- 
vant along  with  them. 

Uie  girl's  brother's  friend's 
mother's  father's  sister's 
basband's  three   daughters 


cows'  milk  is  very  useful, 
and  better  than  buffaloes', 
but  goats'  milk  is  the  best, 
do  not  therefore  pour  the 
one's  milk  into  tbe  other's. 


kee  joroo  ke  teen  bete  ub- 
hee  yuhan  ate  haen,  uor 
oanka  nuokur  conke  satghee 
sath. 

ch,bokree  ke  b,ha,ee  ke  dost 
kee  madurke  bap  kee  buhin 
ke  khusum  kee  teen  betiyan 
)  now  coming  here,  but  ub,hee  yuhan  atiyaa  huen, 
their  uncle  will  not  come.  pur  conka  chncha  nu  been 
awega. 

ga,o  ka  dood,h  bubcot  kam 
ka    hue  I    uor    b,huens   ke 
dood.b  se  bihtur,  pur  bukree 
ka  sub  se  ucb-cb,h&,  is  liye 
ek  ke  dood.b  ko  doosre  ke 
dood,h  men  mut  dalo. 
with  the  assistance  of  the  vocabulary  in  tbe  guide,  if 
the  learner  will  form  a  few  such  sentences,  without  mind- 
ing eithertbeir  inelegance  or  even  absurdity  in  engltsb, 
he  will  soon  overcome  this  bugbear,  ka,  ke,  kee,  to  most 
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beginners,  and  wonder,  after  analysing  tlie  above  ezam- 
ptes,  and  those  of  his  own  making,  why  it  should  hitherto 
have  pn^ed  hisself  or  any  other  body. 

i  shall  repeat  here,  that  its  government  is  retrospective, 
and  its  concord  prospective ;  whence  ch,hokre  kee  buhio, 
&c  in  the  first  instance,  and  ch,bokree  ke  b,ha,ee,  &c  in 
the  second;  cb,hokm,  a  boy;  ch,hokre,  the  second  xtatet  or 
t^.  governed  by  kee,  feminine,  because  in  concord  with 
bnhin,  liiter,  and  so  forth. 

let  ka  he  supposed  a  final  declinable  adjunct,  that  makes 
every  genitive  a  sort  of  adjective ;  thus,  kam  means  toe, 
kamJca,  ke,  or  kee,  of  use,  uWs.  that  is,  uteful. 
i  want  to  purchase  a  uaefiil     kam  kee  koattee  ke  do  pille 
hitch's  two  he  pups.  mnenkhureedachahtahoon. 

will  you  sell  that  useful  oos  kam  ke  kcotte  kee  pil- 
dog'a  she  pups  to  me?  liyan  mere  hat,h  becfaogel 

each  of  these  sentences  proves,  that  every  genitive  must 
be,  as  already  inculcated,  declined  like  ka,  ke,  kee,  to  pre- 
pare the  scholar  for  meeting  one  or  all  of  them,  according 
to  circum8tan<:e8  in  this  very  case  which  should  at  first  be 
invariably  translated  by  \  in  preference  to  of,  though  the 
persian,  i,  e,  is  more  properly  of,  and  often,  between  a 
noun  and  adjective,  quite  insignificant. 

oar  owe  language  has  many  such  genitive  adjectives, 
which,  if  not  bo  elegant,  are,  in  lieu  of  others,  more  learn- 
ed at  least,  ga,o  ka  dood,h,  cote's  joilk;  gud,hee  ka  dood,b, 
autt  milk,  to  which,  being  unfashionable,  we  do  not  yet 
prefer  vaccine,  or  anue,  whatever  may  be  doae  in  half  a 
centnry  hence,  in  matters  of  this  sort;  gB,o  kedood,h  ka, 
ke,  kee,  ofcow^t  milk,  or  cows  milk's  ;  ga,o  ke  dood,h  men, 
in  coa^s  miik ;  ga,o  ke  dood,h  ka  rung  soafued  hue,  cow's 
milk'*  colour  is  vj/ute ;  ga,o  ke  dood,h  kee  qeemut  ka 
t,hikana  aj  kal  ka>cfa,h  nuheen,  there  is  no  nMhwn  now-a- 
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dtn/i  in  the  price  ofcow't  milk ;  literatim,  cow's  millCs  price'* 
nudiwtt  to  day  to  morrou)  any  not  is, 

it  is  now  to  be  hoped,  that  we  have  got  fairly  over  this 
stambling  block,  ka,  Ae,  ftee,  which  has  long  proved  a  for- 
midable obstacle  in  every  lazy  fellow's  way,  who  merely 
sat  down  to  amoke  his  pipe,  or  doae  over  the  hiodoostanee 
ID  india,  instead  of  atudyiog  the  subject  with  the  avidity 
and  resolation  which  its  importance  demands,  as  if  a  few 
whiffs  of  a  chihan  wonld  inspire  the  student  with  gram- 
matical knowledge,  or  that  a  sound  nap  over  hie  book 
might  enable  him  to  find  out  this  useful  key  to  the  lan- 
guage, by  simply  dreaming  about  it,  and  the  innumerable 
difhculties  in  the  way  of  pronunciation  alone,  which  most 
stare  even  a  learned  persian  in  the  (ace,  the  moment  he 
turns  it  towards  the  popular  speecb  of  india. 
mnt  ja,o  is  pille  kee  m&  ke  do  not  go  near  the  mother 
pas  deewane  kee  turih  (mea  of  tlm  whelp,  like  a  mad- 
subauditur)  which  converts  .  man,  i.  e.  in  the  manner  of 
tornh  to  turih.  a  madman,  in  a  madman's 

way. 
here  kee  governs  pilla,  a  whelp,  in  the  second  state  or 
infl. ;  and  is,  this,  is  the  pronominal  adjective,  also  in- 
flected by  kee  to  s^ee  with  pille ;  pas,  as  a  compound 
postposition,  requires  the  inflected  adjective  form  or  gent- 
Uve  ma  ke ;  and  turih,  being  a  feminine  noon,  ellipti- 
cally  used  as  a  postpoxition  in  this  sentence,  very  natu- 
rally requires  the  feminine  adjective  form  deewane 
kee. 

the  principles  in  7,  8,  with  the  ample  list  of  postpoai. 
tions  in  page  76  to  88  of  the  guide,  cannot  fail  to  make 
the  learner  master  of  this  department,  provided  he  will 
revise  the  whole,  and  recollect,  that  those  words  which 
end  in  e,  come  from  nominatives  in  a,  inflected  to  e,  by 
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•ome  other  ioviaible  poBtposition  that  oaay  easily  be  under- 
stood from  the  examples  already  produced. 

the  context  alone  of  any  seDteDce  van  demonstraie  the 
particular  oieuuag  of  the  postpositioiu  in  question,  and 
they  muat  be  so  translated. 
he  hit  with  a  ball.  gole  se  mara. 

he  brougbtyron  without.        babar  se  laya. 
be  said  to  the  boy.  lurke  se  kuba. 

a^se  him  by  the  hand.  <»sko  hat,h  m  pukro. 

kc,  with  compound  postpositioas,  is  often  dropt,  and 
even  they  at  times  are  omitted,  leaving  the  ke  in  apparent 
discord  with  the  noun  following. 

a  Ling  who  bad  (no  son)  ek  padshftfa  jiake  (yubsn) 
not  a  son.  betaiiut,ha. 

a  king  whose  son  was  not  ek  pad^afa  jiska  beta  ahair 
a  poet  nu  t,ba. 

yahan  above,  is  more  frequently  understood  than  tx- 
preaaed ;  the  student  should,  therefore,  on  seeing  a  final 
«,  ke,  re,  ne,  or  kce,  ree,  uee,  for  which  be  cannot  other- 
wise account,  presume  some  ellipsis  or  other,  as  in  jiske 
beta  nu  t,hB,  meaning  in  whose  koiue,  famify,  kjc.  thsie 
was  no  heir,  consult  the  guide,  page  83. 
do  to  for  god't  uike^  natj'or  '  so  kwo  kbcnda  kee  kbatir, 
miae.  neree  nubeen. 

adverbials  assume  ka,  ke,  kee,  ou  all  oooasiQaB,  whence 
they  can  say  most  conveniently. 

knheen  ka  hakim  yuhan  ke  the  goremor  of  some  place 
hakim kesiit,hja,ega,wuhan  willgo  with  the  commander 
ke  hakim  kee  khatir,  kuban  of  this  place,  for  the  chief 
k«  hakim  ke  yuhan,  ub  ke  of  that  place's  sake,  to  the 
«al.  (.  e.  nonfs  year,  now  of  house  of  the  nagistnrte  of 
jwwtn.  meaning  tAw  or  the  (what  do  you  call)  yon 
praeni  year.  i^ace,  this  year, 

bahur    ka    sahib   aya  hue     a  strange  gentleman  (or  one 
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khabur  deejiyo  '.  i.  e.  toitk-  from  without)  has  arrired, 
twCs  gentleman.  pass  the  word. 

this  used  formerly  to  be  the  exclamatioii  of  the  durwaji, 
or  porter,  in  india,  to  apprize  the  master  or  miBtresB  of  the 
house  that  some  visitor  or  other  liad  arrived ;  but  when  i 
left  that  country  it  was  becomiDg  less  common. 

gender,  as  in  the  french  and  other  tongues,  is  a  subject 
of  considerable  difficulty,  which  can  be  overcome  by  con- 
stant practioe  and  attention  alone,  most  words  having 
an  initial  t,  with  a  penult  ee,  like  tusweer,  a  picture,  tuj- 
weez,  delertnittatioa,  are  feminine,  the  examples,  as  they 
occur  under  oth«  heads,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  that  of 
gender,  both  in  its  formation  and  concord,  provided  the 
learner  will  odaly  recollect  that  ee,  merely  denotes  tlie  femi- 
nine of  adjectives  ending  in  u  or  a  :  uch-cb,ha  g,hora,  a 
good  hone;  ucb-ch,hee  gboree,  agoodmare;  nek  murd,  a 
good  etim :  nek  uontt,  a  good  woman ;  murd  uor  \i6T\A  kee 
■ekee,  Ahe  mo/i'j  and  TBonum's  goodness ;  puhar-ee  kcotta,  or 
kdottee,  a  highland  dog  or  bitch ;  jungulee  bukia,  or  bok- 
ree,  a  mUd  goat,  it*  or  efae.  a  retrospect  to  ee,  as  a  sig- 
nificant particle,  in  page  21  of  the  guide,  will  obviate  all 
future  ambiguity  respecting  this  termination,  which  is  so 
ooramon  in  the  hiodoostanee  ;  and  the  following  abstract 
ef  feminine  bermtnations  may  serve  as  an  index  so  far  to 
this  intricate  portion  of  bindoostanee  grammar,  until  we 
can  acquire,  through  time  and  practice,  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  at  present  we  can  only  assert, 
and  tliiB  under  many  exceptions  to  t,  that  there  are  three 
faniDine  £nal  letters,  viz.  ee,  sh,  and  t,  all  the  rest  being 
in  a  great  measure  arbitrary, 

4he  nomber  of  feminine  nouns  in  the  reversed  vocabu- 
lary terminating  in  a,  is  £2 ;  in  b,  20 ;  d,  36  ;  e,  1 1 ;  f, 
12;  g,  16;  h,  76j  j,  13;  k,  51;  I,  59 ;  «i,  16 ;  n,  67; 
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0,16;  p,  7;  q,  7 ;  r,  97  ;    b.  26 ;  u,  7  ;  y.  6 ;  tnd  in 

z,  12. 

go  with  a  vengeance  Kherever    bula  se  jt,o  jnhan  kohean 

you  pleoH.  chaho. 

iht  lage*  of  thit  country  never     is  moolk  ke  daoa  kisoo  ko 

curte  any  one.  knd,hee  naheen  koste. 

the  student  mnet  be  prepared  to  encounter  a  good 
many  nouns  similar  to  bula  and  dana  in  the  coarse  of  his 
reading,  and  the  way  to  discriminate  them  as  such  is  to 
note  every  word  terminating  with  a-en  as  a  nom,  pi.  of 
some  feminine  in  a,  consequently  of  the  second  claw  or 
declension,  and  indeclinable  in  the  singnlar.  when  the 
postpositions  do  not  inSect  final  a  or  u  to  e,  or  when  a-oa 
terminates  any  word,  it  also  must  either  prove  a  masc  or 
fem.  of  the  second  class,  as  an  eueption  from  the  first, 
and  should  ever  after  be  treated  accordingly ;  dana,on  ke 
nnideek  is  ziudugee  kee  bula,en  khooda  kee  turaf  barha 
awen  ki  ham  sub  bur  wnqt  bihisbt  ke  waste  kumur 
band.hen,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wite,  the  miierie$  of  thu 
life  o/ten  proceed  from  god,  that  tee  may  ail  in  time  prepare 
for  heaven. 

some  exceptions  from  class  first,  though  as  feminines 
in  a  they  belong  to  the  second,  are  apt  to  be  inflected  by 
the  illiterate ;  so,  huwa,  air,  duwa,  medicine,  becoming 
improperly  buwe,  duwe,  duwon,  8lc,  but  these  must  al- 
ways be  treated  as  vnlgar  errors,  instead  of  duwa,  dDwa,en, 
duwa,on,  bawa,en,  buwa,on,  &c. 

juguh  being  feminine,  is  in  the  plural  like  bula  in  this 
very  page,  though  in  the  singular  it  seems  rather  to  be  of 
the  first  declension,  as  jugib,  jugeh,  juge.  in  wAose  stead 
have  you  come  ?  kis  kee  jngih  men  a,e  ho  ?  what  placet 
are  those  on  the  other  side  if  the  river  f  we  kuonsee  jug.hen 
hnen  nudee  ke  cos  par  p  juguh  something  resembles  purdn, 
purde,  curtain,  singular  and  plural ;  but  there  are  too  few 
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iofleotibla  w<ffdB  in  ufa,  to  tisngn  ft  third  declwaiao  for 
thMD,  only,  particularly  wbea  this  U  ho  very  obscure  that 
it  often  eioapes  notice  almoit  entirely. 

frhen  ■haahnityame,  annmea  t,  it  ia  feminine,  but  maa- 
online  aa  ■hoihni,  a  rule  rather  ezteaBive  in  its  application 
to  such  arable  words  aa  are  liable  to  have  tbeir  finata 
ei&er  in  n  or  t ;  the  former  ttampa  them  of  the  first  olaas, 
but  the  latter  of  the  second,  and  thia^lao  ia  the  effect  pro- 
duoed  on  both  masculines  and  femininet.  tegb,  noord, 
(tegbei^  t^ho9,  mffortUi)  becoming  teghu,  has  only  teghc^ 
tagbon  of  the  6rBt  class.  qttbeela,^iM/y.  %^^,  is  a  regu- 
lar masoDline  of  the  firat  declension,  and  njieyat,  a  tviffect, 
eren  with  mascalines*  is  constantly  feminine,  wooh  murd 
meree  rueynt  hue,  that  man  is  my  tttumt,  vaual,  mibjeet, 
Su).,  bot  sncb  anomaliea  are  of  rare  oocnnence. 

very  little  is  now  required  on  the  degreea  of  compari- 
aoD}  to  render  thenji  perfaoUy  obrious  to  thoM  acbolata 
who  have  studied  the  lemaricB  on  this  theme  in  pagea  73 
and  216  of  the  guide,  to  wbicb  we  may  nererthelnM  snb- 
join  luike  se  lurkea  gwee  hue,  the  girl  u fairer  tiait  the 
toy ;  luriue  se  Inrka  gora  hue,  the  boy  ia  faxrtr  than  the 
prl:  \\t.  hay  than  girl  fair  i»—g^l  than  bmf  fair  it:  atrans- 
posittoD  which  finely  elacidat«a  the  nature  of  hindoo- 
atanee  construction^  thus  coatraated  with  our  language, 
luxfca  buhcot  gora  hne,  the  boy  i/  very  fair;  pur  luflcee 
COS  se  uor  goree,  but  the  girl  is  more  fair  ot  fairer  ;  soob 
wooh  sub  ae  goree  hue,  true,  the  it  the  fairett  of  the 
whole. 

wooh  maij,h  aa  b,hula  hy,  he  it  better  thm  i  (ne ;)  ofthote 
fair  9Mt  the  it  the  fairett,  wn  goiiyofi  men  yih  lub  se  goree 
hy  ;  goiee  goree  lorhee,  a  very  fair  f^ri,  the  bpy  it  very 
fair,  yih  lurka  bnhmt  gora  by> 

there  it  a  apeciea  of  asiimilatioD,  if  not  companaoB,  ex- 

presaed  so :  ungoor  ka  a«  cb,hala,  a  blitter  like  a  tingle 

2  9* 
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grape:  ongoor  aa  DUjragosht,  imsfieA  Afte  a  ettitt^  of 
grapes,  or  the  grsnulations  of  a  wound,  in  the  first,  the  ka 
rather  refera  to  indiridoal,  and  the  sa  to  general  aimili- 
tnde;  but  expertness  in  the  proper  use  of  ka  and  aa,  on 
such  occasionB,  can  be  gained  by  great  practice  and  ex- 
perience alone. 

to  prevent  any  misconception  of  the  pronouns,  aftn 
what  has  been  atated  in  page  69  of  the  guide,  we  may 
here  recapitulate,  that  ino^,fa-e,  ta>j,h-e,  is-e,  oia-e,  kia^e^ 
tia-e,  are  equivalent  to  Duoj.h-ko,  Sic  as  hnmh-en,  tmnb- 
en,  inh-en,  oonh-en.  Sic.  are  to  ham-ko,  humon-ko ;  and 
at  the  same  time  obserre  of  the  other  pronouns,  that  with 
nouns  in  the  pi.  on  they  do  not  retain  this  sign  alao,  hum 
log,  we  peopU ;  hum  teen  buhinen,  ow  three  mien  ;  ham 
teen  bnhinon  ko,  to  u*  three  nttat;  hum  teenon  w^Jnm 
«t  three:  hamon  pur,  on  lu.  mere,  tere,  humare,  tmm- 
hnre,  often  supply  the  place  of  nM»|,h,  Sic.  or  vice  veni, 
but  this  chie6y  in  poetry,  and  more  rarely  in  proae  or 
ordinary  discouree. 

while  ra  is  to  the  two  first  personals,  what  ka  is  to  all 
other  nouns,  the  last  may,  by  the  intervention  of  a  wmd, 
ha  used  after  n]aij,h,  tcoj,h,  hum,  toim,  so-— ma>j,h  ghureeh 
ka  bap,  the  father  of  poor  me ;  tcoj,h  bechare  kee  ma,  tie 
mother  ofheipleu  thee ;  hum  duolutmundon  ke  g,hore,  the 
hortei  6fut  weaithy ;  tdtm  b,halon  kee  bat,  the  ipeeck  of 
worthy  yott. 

mere  ta,eea  knha,  he  told  ffw ;  ki  mere  mpur  log  ruk.hte 
huen,  that  ih^ put  it  upon  me:  tere  pur  nubeen,  wH  on 
thee;  teree  tnraf  ata  hue,  he  comet  towards  thee:  «p  m 
Bpne  tu.een  mara.  he  slew  hit  leif. 

never  ma>j,h  ke  oipnr,  or  mere-ke  tu,een.  Sic.  ta  and  na, 
being  in  fact  anomalons  substitutes  for  ka,  ke,  kee,  these 
•eldom  can  immediately  follow  those  as  a  postpositiou, 
in  their  prmiominsl  capacity. 
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the  dat  and  ace.  are  nsed  almost  promiacuously  in  the 
liiDdoostanee,  bo  that  the  learner  must  not  follow  them 
too  rigidly  as  stated  in  the  second  tabular  sketch  of  the 
gpiidei  which  is  done  merely  in  compliance  with  oar  cus- 
tomary forme :  he  sboald  moreover  constantly  recollect 
that  a  and  en  are  postpositions  peculiar  to  the  pronouns, 
and  occur  instead  of  ko  as  dat.  or  ace.  si^s  occasionally. 
the  on  and  hon,  of  all  the  pronouns,  may  be  omitted 
without  ioTBlidatiag  their  plurality  in  the  least;  wheace 
bum,  ta>m,  in,  &c.  are  in  constant  use,  insteail  of  bnmhon, 
toomhon,  inhon,  as  kin,  jiu,  &c  are  for  kinhon,  jinkon; 
bat  it  must  always  be  kept  in  mind,  that  where  the  pro- 
nofma  are  used  adjectivelif,  the  on  is  inadmissible,  it  being 
properly  restricted  to  their  ttAitantret  capacity  alone,  in 
(or  inhon)  ko  rotee  do,  nor  oon  (or  oonhon)  ko  panee,  give 
them  {theie  pups)  bread  and  tfaem  {tl>ose  pups)  water,  in 
(never  iohon)  pillon  ko  rotee  do  uor  oon  (nerer  conhon) 
pilloa  ko  panee,  because  wirti  pilloa  expnMxd  the  prooo- 
mioal  on  is  no  less  superfluous  than  among  adjectives  in 
their  second  state  plural,  while  joined  with  nouns  in  die 
same  state  also,  though  used  when  they  represent  con- 
cretes, feed  these  hungry  boys  with  some  food  or  other, 
ka>ch,fa  nu  koDcfa,b  k,hane  se  in  b,hook,he  lurkon  ko 
k,hila,o  uor  con  b,hook,hoQ  ko  b.hte,  and  also  those 
bongry  boyt,  people.  Etc.  danu  con  g,horon  ko  do  pur 
panee  ub,hee  conhon  ko  mat  pila,o,  give  those  horses  grain, 
but  do  not  yet  give  tiem  water  to  drink, — in  which,  though  ' 
donhon  g,horon  cannot  be  used,  either  ton  ko,  or  oonhon 
ko,  may.    see  at  the  bottom  of  page  1 13. 

ap  and  apna  are  very  puzzling  words  ;  tbe  last  is  much 
used  reflectively,  and  even  in  cases  where  we  would  say, 
tmf,  thtf,  &c.  only. 

the  use  of  ap  »ey,  .upna  otcn,  and  apne  upnon  nu/~  thy- 
hii~  her-  on^g-uif,  our-  your-  their-ulves,  according  to  cir- 
2q2 


j:,GoogIe 


012  DIAIQOUM, 

eontftaDCM,  mty  b«  gaUured  frora  page  70  oC  the  gnid^ 
and  the  variooa  c»iciiea  io  that  nidimeatal  work  to  well 
calculated  to  elnoidate  this  rather  iRtrioate  portion  of  pro< 
nontinal  constraotion,  wbicb  ia  the  peniian  is  foonded  oa 
tlie  very  aama  principlw,  whence  a  light  ia  reflected  on  the 
hiadoostaoee  that  nothing  afterwards  c«n  »b8cure,  and 
this  is  a  result  perfectly  reciprocal. 

in  the  aanM  member  of  a  seoteooe  the  pronoun  and  its 
own  posaessive  form  cannot  always  follow  each  other,  a* 
in  our  language,  but  it  rather  takes  upne^  npnce.  Imh 
kh«nu,6  kfarad  khabnn  nift,i  wiUgfi  to  w/fhoute:  moef 
upne  (never  mere)  g,hur  ko  ja,oonga,  if  ji»u  will  go  to 
yours ;  ugur  tom  npne  (never  tmmhare)  g,bnr  ko  ja,o,  amd 
luto  kia;  nor  wcoh  opne  (never  make)  g,faur  ko. 

they  nevertheless  say,  mun  o  buradoii  muo,  i  and  n^ 
brother,  muen  nor  mora  b,ba,ee ;  as  we  do ;  ke  ami  iu 
fritmd,  waoh  uor  oiaka  dost  \  they  and  tktir  suttn,  we  nor 
mnkea  bohinea,  whem  both  are  aubjeots  of  the  verfab  and 
not  Infecting  the  ouueentive  aa  an  object,  that  rec^uiies  a 
r^eolive  or  reactive  tendency  towards  its  self  or  Iheir 
selves,  thna  mncn  uor  mere  ohnoha  tmmhen  k(»Gh,h 
dei^,  my  nnele  and  i  will  give  y<Mi  scHBething ;  but  for 
myself  i  will  td^  nothing  Jrom  my  unole :  pox  npne  wa|ta 
ajme  choohe  se  muaa  ka>(A,h  nu  loong^ 

he  tpedka  to  hii  tdf,  ap  se  ap  bolta  hy. 

he  Jighta  viitk  hit  tdf,  upne  se  ap  lorta  hyi  which  may 
'  likewise  mean,  hefightt  viti  hk  oftn  peopU,fatmfy,  parti- 
onlarly  when  upoon  is  introducied  for  14108.  ap,  ta^,  ia 
sobject  to  the  same  rule  that  khqod  ia  in  peraian.  i  will 
tell  my  'ftiend,  if  yon  «dll  inform  your  hrotfaw,  that  be 
aho  may  apprise  his  acquaiDtanoe,  moea  upne  dost  se 
kuboonga  jo  tcom  npne  b,ha,ee  se  kuhoge,  ki  wcoh  b,hee 
upne  ashna  ko  khnbni  dewe ;  mun  bo  ^oati.  kh^  khaham 
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gooft,  ugnr  sbooma  buraduri  IthoMl  nt  kbaheed  good  ki  o 
oeez  bn  Mhn8,e  khrod  khubur  bidibud. 

tcom  knoa  sahib  ke  nuokni  bo  1  what  getUieman"!  aer- 
vant  an  you?  too  ko.ee  sahib  ka  oonkur  hae  ?  art  tiou 
any  gmtleman'a  wreaat  ?  id  Which  neither  kii  nor  kisee,  are 
preferred  to  tbe  uuDflected  forma. 

ma)j,b.ko,  to  me, — se-par,  from  me,-— on  me, — ore  simple 
modes  common  to  both  grammars,  bat  the  moment  a  conk- 
pound  postpOBition  occurs,  it  generally  requires  tbe  adjec- 
tive form,  as  an  inflected  or  feminine  genitive,  betide  me, 
mere  pas,  (nizd  i  mun) ;  toombaree  turuf,  bu  turfi  sbooma) 
tvKorda  you,  is  ao  idiom  that  appears  to  os  rather  b€nde 
mine,  near  of  me,  your  tide,  in  tbe  hindee,  and  in  fact  may 
often  be  so  applied  ;  meree  bat  bolta  by,  he  it  qteakit^ 
of  me,  or  repeating  my  words,  woah  tcomharee  turuf  ho 
to  bo,  pur  yib  meree  bucj  that  may  be  your  tide,  but  thit 
u  mine. 

all  the  pronouns  being  inflected  in  tbe  singular,  they 
may  be  placed  so  far  under  deolen.  or  class  I.  and  every 
learner  who  knows  to  which  first  state  or  nominative  the 
second  state  or  obltc|ues  moa),b,  tao|,h,  bumon,  ta>mhon,  is, 
in,  COS,  con,  kit,  kin,  jis,  jin,  tis,  tin,  kahe,  kisoo,  kisee, 
kinboon,  &c.  belong,  after  what  bas  been  said  in  tbia 
work  and  the  guide,  from  pages  76  to  89,  will  be  able  to 
decline  tbe  whole  series,  with  the  aid  of  simple  and  com- 
pound postpositions,  in  every  possible  case  and  form. 

tbe  scholar  cannot  too  often  observe,  that  the  genitive 
of  tbe  first  and  second  personals  and  reflective  pronoun, 
is  also  a  possessive  or  adjective  pronoun,  which  wilt  al- 
ways be  made  stilt  more  obvious  in  the  whole  subsequent 
series,  by  aflSzing  ka,  as  an  inherent  component  part  of 
almost  all  the  pronouns,  with  which  this  declinable  com- 
modious particle  can  assimilate,  instead  of  the   ra>  na. 
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already  disctused.  kiak«,  kiske,  kiakee,  UiereTore  thus 
far  reaembles  the  latin  cuju^,  cuja,  and  jinhoii  ka,  Ju, 
kee,  quontm,  qtiantm. 

the  pronouns  reqaire  the  ka  to  agree  ia  number  with 
them ;  muen  npne  bap  ka  beta  hoon,  or  hum  upne  bap  ke 
bete  huen,  may  both  mean,  i  am  the  son  of  my  father,  not- 
withstanding  the  difference  of  conatruction.  among  ua, 
no  scholar  would  say.^ou  wot  taught,  though  speaking  to 
one  person,  i  hope  the  following  examples,  and  tliose  in 
page  117,  last  paragraph,  will  put  this  matter  beyond  all 
donbt  in  future. 

too  ujttb  turih  ka  Itionda  hue,  thov  art  a  ttrange  sort  of 
brat. 

loom  zor  tumashe  ke  lurke  ho,  tfou  are  a  very  comical 
boy. 

while  on  the  personal  pronouns  we  must  recollect,  that 
the  courtesy  and  arrogance  of  the  iiatires  make  the  plural 
often  apply  to  one  person:  toom  kuon.bo,  trAo  are  you? 
bam  sipahec  huen,  i  am  a  soldier;  uor  we  humare  b,ha,ee 
huen,  and  he  is  my  brother ;  hum  toom  jate  t,be,  you  and  i 
were  going,  this  will  profe  at  first  rather  perplexing  to 
the  scholar,  but  he  may  readily  orercome  the  difficulty 
with  a  little  attention,  nnd  should  from  the  commence- 
ment leam  to  speak  in  the  singular  or  plural  number, 
with  facility  and  ease,  as  he  may  find  it  bis  interest  or 
dnty  to  do  so  among  the  natives  hereafter. 

as  mere,  tere,  are  used  for  m<»j,h,  ta>j,h,  these  last  are 
by  the  poeta  occaaionally  substituted  for  the  former,  in 
expreasioDfi  like  tcoj,h  ishq,  thy  love,  ma^,h  dil,C>)ty  heart, 
but  they  seldom  occur  so  in  common  discourse. 

mroj.h  hatuwan  kee  halut,  the  condition  of  ha^Uu  me 
with  the  examples  in  p^je  114,  clearly  shows  howSka,  ke, 
kee,  may  mediately  follow  such  pronouns  in  the  genitire, 
which  is  immediately  formed  by  ra^  re,  ree. 
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kyooo  oMe  bml&te  bo,  why  do  you  call  him  ?  yih  (tcDin- 
hen  or)  ta>j,he  liya.hue,  what  is  this  to  (you,  or)  thee?  when 
e  en  are  found  as  prODOminalpostpoaitionB,  ko.Su;.  caooot 
appear,  but  the  emphatic  ee  may  sometimes  deceive  the 
learner,  if  not  apprized  of  thia,  la  seoteaces  such  as,  iaee 
ko  maro  cosee  ko  mut,  beat  this  (here)  one,  not  that  (there) 
one:  matj.hee  se  koba  toom  ne,  yoa  told  me  indeed,  or  my 
very  self. 

it  is  probable  enough,  that  in,  oon,  &c.  are  the  remaina 
of  some  dual  form,  and  inhon,  oonhon.  Sec.  the  real  plural, 
though  the  distiaction,  if  it  ever  existed  in  the  hin- 
doostanee,  seems  now-a-days  to  cause  little  or  no  di0er- 
ence  in  the  application  of  these  pronouns,  unless  perhaps 
to  apply  in,  con,  from  courtesy  to  one  persou,  that  inhon, 
conhoiir  may  more  readily  discriminate  many,  or  that  the 
addition  of  on  rather  belongs  to  such  words  in  the  pro- 
BomiDalthan  adjective  state,     see  page  115. 

kuon  kuon,  kis  kis,  kya  kya,  jis  jis,  jiskis,  jis  kisee, 
jistis,  somewhat  resemble  the  latin  quitquis,  ct^ua  cujus,  tac. 
while  kuonsa,  juoasa,  tuousa,  ku,eesa,  rather  assimilate 
with  qui  lihet,  quivis.  we  kuon  kuon  kilaben  boen  P  what 
tort  of  books  are  those  1  m(DJ,he  kuonsee  doge?  wAiVA  of 
them  will  you  give  tne?  juonsee  chaho  tuonsee  lo,  tphich- 
ever  you  chooie,  take  the  same;  kis  tunih  a>se  buna, oon, 
hotB  shall  i  make  it?  jis  turuh  ho  suke  tis  turuh  buna,o,  in 
the  way  it  can  be  done,  make  it  in  that  manner. 

wooh  d.hobee  jo  picb,ble  sal  humare  yuhan  t,ha  so  aj 
p,bir  aya  hue,  the  washerman  who  was  with  us  last  year, 
the  same  has  returned. 

as  both  jo  and  so  are  occasionally  other  parts  of  speech 
than  pronouns,  the  students  must  distinguish  them  from 
the  context,  jo  wojh  uesa  kure  so  too  b.hee  kur,  if  he 
act  thus,  do  thou  so  likewise. 

kuonsa  din,  what  day,  uor  kuon^e  rat,  and  which  nighty 
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ta>i,b  bin,  witiout  thety    khoodtee  w  gaart,  Mavt  pOwted 
mih  pleamrt. 

whBt  foUowfl  was  maoy  yean  ago  commuoicated  by  a 
yoODg  friend  and  popil,  wbo  after  Mrriag  the  boDoanble 
oompany  rb  varioaa  bigb  offices,  has  returned  to  hia  natife 
ootintiy  to  enjoy  tbat  otium  digmtate  vbicb  ill  bealtb  often 
denied  bim  in  tbe  east,  and  i  shall  retain  his  own  langna^ 
in  tbis  place. 

ID  Bubmitting  the  following  list  of  names  of  places,  &c 
to  public  view,  i  most  confess  tbat  i  bare  attended  more 
to  the  call  of  IrieDdflbip  than  to  tbe  dictates  of  prudence^ 
bat,  as  the  theme  is  neither  of  a  scientific  nor  abstrasa 
satitre,  i  cannot  be  accused  of  much  presumption  in  thus 
attempting  to  be  of  some  service  to  my  countrymen, 
dtoald  these  exertions  be  foond  ussful,  i  shall  at  least 
bare  the  pleasure  to  reflect  in  my'own  mind,  that  i  bare 
not  sojourned  in  tbis  country  altogether  in  raia.  at  all 
erents,  for  the  better  elncidatioo  of  tbe  subject,  the  fol- 
lowing introductoiy  remarks  cannot  well  be  deemed  Oilier 
arrogant  or  inapplicable. 

europe  has  now  become  tbe  school  for  asiatic,  aa  well 
as  european  languages ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  serious  re- 
grety  tbat  students  there  bare  always  been  defideut  in  tbe 
most  essential  requisite  of  tbe  former  languages,  it  is 
almost  unnecessary  to  say,  i  mean  pronunchuioa.  this, 
ereiy  person  will  allow,  cannot  be  acquired  but  by  the 
following  two  methods :  first,  from  the  mouth  of  a  welU 
informed  natire,  or  any  person  who  has  resided  long 
enough  in  tbe  country  where  tbe  language  required  is  cur- 
rent, to  be  able  to  speak  it  as  well  as  any  foreigner  can  \ 
and  secondly,  it  may  be  acquired  from  books  in  which 
tbe  language  is  written  in  the  character  of  tbe  student's 
natire  tongue,  according  to  a  method  or  system,  which 
preserves  the  original  sounds  nnd  combinations  as  nearly 
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M  pOMibk.  io  iodiB  wc  have  the  fint  of  these  oppor- 
tODities,  and  msny,  for  whom  the  preceding  work  it  in- 
tended, poBseis  both  of  theae  advftntBgea  in  the  proiecu- 
tion  of  their  itudie*. 

every  rational  man  must  lament  the  very  little  atteotion 
we  have  hitherto  paid,  even  here,  to  this  most  necessary 
qnalification  in  the  aoqnirement  of  a  linDg  language,  the 
clitf,  and  perhaps  the  only  reason  that  can  be  assigned 
for  this  apparent  neglect,  may  be  found  in  what  follows, 
when  we  leave  england,  or  on  onr  arrival  in  india,  books, 
composed  by  authors  who  knew  tittle  of  the  orthography, 
and  still  less  of  the  orthoepy  of  eastern  tongaea,  were 
pnt  into  oar  hands,  And  it  must  he  well  known  to  all  how 
difflcnlt  it  is  to  shake  off  bad  habits,  especially  when  ac- 
quired at  the  early  period  of  life,  when  most  of  as  come 
to  this  country. 

in  reading  the  auatic  languages  in  their  respective  chiu 
racters,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  acquire  their  trae  pro- 
Donciation,  without  the  aid  of  an  instructor  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  these  langdiqiei.  it  therefore  becomes  ne- 
cessary, for  general  information,  to  appropriate  at  first  the 
characters  we  are  best  acqaainted  with  to  that  purpose. 
tbia  was  long  a  daidanOtun  in  the  litera^  woiid,  bat  we 
have  great  reason  to  rejoice,  that  it  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  perfect  manner  which  this  little  work  will  now  un- 
fold, if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  appearances, 
the  present  scheme  of  writing  the  eastern  languages  in 
the  roman  characters,  has  met  witli  general  satisfaction  ; 
for,,  although  it  has  now  been  before  the  pnbUc  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  nothing  has,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
ever  appeared  in  refutation  of  it  in  any  point  of  view. 
such  a  system  was  more  wanted  by  us  than  any  other 
people,  being  the  twtion  which  enjoys  greater  inteiconrse 
with  the  asii^cs  than  any  other  of  eorope. 
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aa  ft  proof  of  what  i  here  say  in  &vour  of  this  plan,  i, 
with,  due  Bubmisaion^  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  foUowing  DameB  of  places,  on  which  asy  person  may 
try  this  experiment,  after  he  has  acqnired  a  knowledge  of 
the  scheme,  let  him  take  a  few  of  the  names,  and  ask  a 
native  for  the  place,  calling  it  by  the  name  io  the  first 
column,  if  bis  meaning  be  comprehended  in  most  in- 
stances, by  Datives  not  already  familiarized  to  such  cor- 
ruptions, he  may  then  disregard  what  i  have  alleged  on 
the  subject,  that  the  native  will  know  in  some  cases  (as 
burdwBD)  i  do  not  mean  to  dispute,  but  it  certainly  is  too 
evident  to  escape  observation,  that  almost  every  name  in 
the  first  column  is  erroneously  spelt,  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  our  own  preposterous  orthography,  to  the  dis- 
cordance of  particular  sounds  with  our  o[|^ns  of  hearing, 
or  to  the  wish  that  all  nations  have  of  making  something 
significant  or  congenial  with  their  own  language,  out  of 
ItireigQ  words. 

to  corroborate  the  truth  of  my  remarks,  t  shall  close 
the  list  of  places  with  a  few  notorious,  if  not  ludicrous, 
transformations  from  both  languages,  in  the  collection  of 
which  i  have  been  kindly  assisted  by  several  friends,  i 
will  now  conclude  this  introductioa  witli  requesting  the 
reader  to  recollect — 

acute  autem  di^utantU  illvd  eat,  lum  quid  quuque  dicat, 
ud  quid  cuique  dtKendum  est  videre! 

cicero. 

.  so  far  alexander  hamilton  hamilton,  esq.,  now  of  the 
retreat,  near  exeter,  but  then  a  youth  under  the  name  of 
kelso,  studying  at  the  college  of  Calcutta,  which  severe 
sickness  obliged  him  to  leave  prematurely,  though  be  after- 
wards sojourned  long  enough  on  the  madras  establishment 
to  gain  the  highest  applause  of  government,  and  the  cor- 
dial esteem  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
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snce  at  that  §ettleineiit  or  iti  dependeiicieflt  particalarly 
those  danish  subjects  whom  the  fortune  of  war,  placed 
for  a  considentble  time,  under  his  immediate  jurisdiction. 
if  DO  other  argument  existed  for  the  adoption  of  one 
unt/brai  system  of  hindee-roman  orthography  to  be  applied 
nniTersally,  its  evident  use  id  geography  alone  would  be 
decisire  of  this  hitherto  neglected  and  unsettled  question, 
the  names  of  places  in  our  maps  and  gazetteers  would 
cot  but  a  queer  figure  in  any  of  the  oriental  characters ; 
and  as  it  is  they  look  (lomical  enough  in  their  present  garb 
even,  from  the  total  want  of  some  general  scheme  for 
printing  words  in  roman  letters  only :  especially  among 
ourselves,  who  can  boast  of  an  easy,  expressive,  and 
comprehensive  tongue,  which  has  more  claims  than  any 
other  to  pervade  the  world,  as  its  current  speech,  from  the 
rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  from  the  north  to  the 
south  pole,  whatever  obstacles  may  still  lie  in  the  way 
of  a  radically  reformed  orthography,  opplicable  to  english 
itself,  there  can  be  none  to  the  selection  of  its  must  con- 
sistent principles  and  practice,  as  the  solid  foundation  for 
'  oriental  orthoepigraphy  becoming  visible  through  the  me- 
dium of  well  known  occidental  symhola  or  types,  familiar 
enough  already  to  the  leading  nations  of  europe  and  to 
the  great  commonwealth  of  amenca  ;  from  the  glorious 
example  of  which  alone,  let  us  devoutly  hope,  that  the 
Hberat  arts  and  sciences  will  yet  descend  tc  bless  the  whole 
earth  with  that  rational  liberty,  genuine  piety  and  virtue, 
which  will  ever,  unite  in  praying  for  peace  and  plenty  to 
crowD  all  the  useful  labours  of  mankind  with  unlimited 
success  in  every  community,  age,  and  clime. 

in  page  101  it  was  stated,  that  some  colloquial  stories 
would  be  inserted  in  this  volume,  which  nothing  but  its 
present  unexpected  size  now  prevents. 

it  will  frequently  happen,  that  colloquial  intercourse 
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moBt  embiaM  the  luuneft  of  plices,  mtn,  and  penont, 
oommon  to  earopeuu  uid  uiatioaj  bat  bo  differently  pro- 
DOQQcfld  Bfl  to  prerMit  their  koowing  each  other's  wordi 
for  the  identical  topics  of  discusaiou;  thus  it  might  be 
long  before  uiy  englishman  conld  trace  in  moosa,  his  old 
acquaintance  mota  converted  to  a  rat,  mother  eve  to  mama 
huwa,  mittrtu  air,  and  job,  to  nyoob  or  even  salur,  jio- 
HetU.  in  like  manner  it  must  prove  equally  difficult  for 
a  hindoostanee  to  recognize  his  own  divine  appellation  of 
bih48ht«e  to  the  laving  angel,  who  administers  water  to 
the  thirsty  under  a  vertical  sun,  commonly  called  a  water- 
bearer,  when  still  farther  degraded  by  honest  John  bull  to  a 
beoMty.'l  adam't  wine  on  the  scorching  pluns  of  india 
may  be  counted  nectar  indeed  by  the  dying  sipahee,  of 
whom  it  is  often  emphatically  said,  after  receiving  so  fatal 
a  wound  that  he  instantly  dies,  golee  is  tunih  tugee  Li  panee 
mangne  nu  paya,  the  ball  hit  him  so  that  he  had  not  time  even 
to  caU  for  cold  water, — that  sovereign  balm  or  angelic 
restorer  of  momentary  comfort  to  life  in  every  extremity, 
some  of  the  synonimes  are  omitted ;  among  the  rest  room, 
and  dar  ooi  sulam,  which  last  i  have  always  considered  the 
arabic  or  hebrew  mode  of  expressing  jeru^fUem,  as  the 
buet  <d1  nuoquddus  or  holy-kouie, 

the  following  cross  reading  list  of  namet  of  placet^  tfc. 
somewhat  transposed  and  with  considerable  additions,  ex- 
tracted from  the  former  edition  of  the  strajiger*i  east  intUan 
g'nde,  will  be  found  useful. 

vulgar.  correct. 

iTunMi,  baroon. 

abas,  ubbae. 

ode/,  bubiyul. 

ahytsima-n,  habuBh.«.e. 

abridiamt  ibraheeoL 

acberabad,  ukbur-abad. 
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vulgar. 

correct. 

adotdt 

udonee. 

adam. 

Bdom. 

agimere. 

njmer. 

agra,  or- 

agra. 

aoicema. 

«&H». 

hulub. 

akiandtr. 

sikuodur. 

aS, 

vUe. 

il«h.abad. 

aUpmt^. 

Vlee-goBJ. 

alh/pm. 

ametbwgvr. 

uhmud-nognr. 

uhmud-abad. 

umeen-abad. 

amnOmr, 

imraUur. 

(mjeigit. 

uajung. 

oroKm. 

9rob.*fi,  tazM. 

joodee. 

ami. 

urVath. 

cMmtk^ 

ampmn,    . 

aimaoee. 

«Td». 

am. 

«MM<v 

unntoo. 

orraw. 

i»bnk. 

arttuctrwu, 

ardiaheer. 

OMan, 

asam,  aabam. 

aacek. 

n^uk. 

wop*, 

««nf. 

mming-abad. 

awh 

awa. 

oKimgtir, 

uSeem-gnA. 

boat. 

buul.  bal. 

habghaia. 

iraq. 
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»fe.r. 

correct. 

f«feor. 

baclcergangt. 

baqnr-gunj. 

huiar. 

b«gd<^ 

bagli-diu]. 

cabid. 

Icgmngola, 

b,hagwan>gola. 

cadix. 

baiar. 

bih«r. 

awn, 

baUum, 

buluim. 

coin. 

ialaipiit 

bala.g,hit. 

ealattta. 

tea. 

bnluU. 

eaUcut, 

halatm. 

baletwtir. 

«*y> 

canUHH,, 

barob-mahal. 

eantmore. 

barripore, 

baree-poor. 

amara. 

baagport, 

bagh-poor. 

tardabar. 

inuJeot, 

buoUya. 

eandiiili. 

bahnre. 

bidnoor. 

amdia. 

bear, 

ba.oor. 

CMOgt, 

bunaruB. 

bunkooL 

camaHe, 

bengal. 

bungala. 

auhgw. 

'  ibnyumeen. 

ctuhmere, 

berar. 

binr. 

eaUock, 

btrea^. 

biirdee. 

cawtgjore. 

btrlxmpim. 

buhram-poor. 

caverg  (rirer), 

bermal,. 

bnihma. 

caveripatde. 

beer-b.boom. 

ceylon, 

biumpan. 

bishna>.poor. 

chaUia, 

bagOpore, 

b,bagul-poor. 

chaiuUmagore, 

bombay. 

mnmbue. 

chotroet. 

bootat. 

b.botao. 

McaaU, 

bujbnjiya. 

cU»>, 

burdwan. 

bnrdnaa. 

dmgltput, 

bnya-ganw. 

chiiuimih. 

burrav^lr, 

brubia-p<ntr. 

chUport, 

bituonilt, 

bu?ra.        ' 
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comet. 

tiu^ar. 

correct. 

bQksur. 

cbeetoor. 

kabool. 

dirist. 

museeha. 

qadis. 

cAunor, 

cbinar. 

qabU. 

ehuprah. 

cb,buprB. 

qabiru. 

drear. 

8ur-kar. 

Iculkattu. 

circagria. 

cburkua. 

kaIe«-kot. 

cochin. 

kocheen. 

kalpee. 

coimhetore, 

koyutnatoor. 

kumbayu. 

coiar. 

kolar. 

kuQunoor. 

coU, 

kol.     , 

kuovra. 

tohtmbo. 

kuiumboo- 

qimd,bar. 

commervoUy, 

koomar-k.halee. 

khan-deB. 

comorin  (cvpe). 

(jubul-)  kamtiioon 

qnndiyu. 

qmstantecD. 

qinnuoj. 

coodhiehar. 

kocb-bihar. 

scohnel. 

corah. 

kora. 

kurnatuk. 

iBtumbol. 

kash-gnrh. 

cortnga. 

korunges. 

kasbmeer. 

kornmuodal. 

i«t„k. 

aatimbaxar. 

qasim-bazar. 

kan.h-poor. 

kawuree. 

cuddahre. 

kuduloor. 

kawuraepak. 

cujii. 

koofu. 

suelaa. 

ctdna. 

knbia. 

iraq. 

cyrut. 

khroaaruo. 

chimdnr-nagur. 

dacca. 

d,haka. 

kbcosroo. 

dandy 

da,ood. 

seekakol. 

damasatt. 

dimnshq. 

cheen. 

daniel, 

'  daniyaJ. 

chaDgnl-piit. 

dara,  danb. 

chichra. 

■  deccan. 

duk.k,bin. 

oheet-poor. 

delM, 

dihlee,  dilW. 

chnt-ganw. 

deenaj-poor. 
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Hr«-- 

comet. 

«*». 

dinapore. 

duiD-poor, 

gaOa, 

iMg«l, 

duDdngnt. 

dm. 

dec-'bul. 

gimga  (riTer), 

dwftr-hatta. 

l«V»'. 

domlelabad. 

dnolot-absd. 

e»«h. 

dariampon. 

d,hanun-poor. 

gallon. 

'gyp'. 

mist. 

gt-W. 

tHJ-h, 

jnyii. 

gargian. 

dim, 

eliyas. 

«*i»«i. 

aiort. 

wetoor. 

g«>. 

tmamtdt 

umunuweel. 

gagaidmagiig. 

emxn. 

uonoor. 

goUlgore, 

MKh, 

iilhnooU. 

golco,^. 

ephraim- 

golUA. 

aau. 

■y"!- 

««*. 

aculapiut. 

usqulapiyooi. 

graa. 

MP, 

loiqmsD. 

gualiar. 

eOiopjiws 

xuDg-ee. 

gmbn. 

ettaweh. 

itawa. 

guxena. 

ncBd, 

oqleediu. 

gy^ 

turape. 

funing. 

^mo". 

m. 

bawwa. 

ha^ 

aeUd, 

khaiqeel. 

iounhaw. 

ra^il-abad. 

»»-<rt, 

feialod. 

fueuibad. 

»««.(»«., 

feero^oor. 

*<«>4 

JI»««W«. 

fnei-gunj. 

hidgtke. 

>«», 

Mta. 

hippocratu. 

>rr«<*.toi; 

fnmoUi-abad. 

/tonur. 

Jiit^portt 

futih-poor. 

hoceUf, 

fubh-f^rh. 

hurduaur, 

g«brUl, 

jubra,eel. 

harry«a. 

«<*». 
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correct. 

jiileel. 

guDgB-puttun. 

gunga. 

ganjftin. 

gfaazu. 

gbazee-poor. 

jaoza. 

goorjee. 

ghizDse. 

goo,a. 

yajoi^wumajoog. 

gola-gurb. 

guUkonda. 

jaloot. 

goottee. 

yoonan,  room. 

go,aliyar. 

guntooT. 

gcojrat. 

gaya. 

hajee-poor. 

ham. 

hmnree-bagb. 

httrat 

hirqul. 

fauroodees. 

hijlee. 

booqtat. 

a>meni8. 

hoogtee. 

hard  war. 

huriyal. 

hureepal. 


vulgar. 

hyderahad, 

india, 

indostatt, 

indut  (river), 

mgeram, 

irak, 

iioae, 

idamabady 

iimael, 

itrael, 
Jacobf 
jaffierabad, 
jaffnapatam, 

Janagury 
Japhet, 

jehanahad, 
jelasore, 

Jerusalem,  [dar  cos 
snlam  f 
Jeremiah, 
jetiore, 
jeaw, 
jew, 

John, 
Jonas, 
joteph, 
jothuah, 
jtidda, 
jungypore, 
2  R 


corr^t. 

huedur-abad. 

hind. 

bindoo-stan. 

siad. 

injram. 

traq. 

iii,huq. 

ialam-abad. 

ismueel. 

isfidiBn. 

i8»,eel. 

yaqoob. 

ju,ufur-abad. 

ju,afar>pDttuD. 

jugur-natjh. 

jue-Dugur. 

yafiis. 

jaoD-poor. 

jahan^abftd. 

jaleeaur. 

bnet-aiUmca-qud- 

dttS. 

urmiya.   - 

jumr. 

ena. 

yaboodee. 

uyoob.  sabrr. 

yubya. 

yoonoos. 

yooeraf. 

yoosbuu  bto  QOOQ. 

jiddo. 

juDgee-poor. 
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«^5»-. 

otneet. 

"*»■• 

kedgera. 

kajree. 

media. 

Iceirpoy, 

k,hirpa,ee. 

medina. 

kishun-nugir. 

meJaveram, 

qarooD. 

vuttiah. 

konuaan. 

khoorasao. 

miciaO, 

krithmA, 

krUhna. 

lahorc, 

lahuor. 

mirxapore. 

KtaiKm, 

lubnan.    < 

hObaxar, 

lu,ul.bazar. 

ht. 

loot. 

hidcn(m. 

luk,h-Dao. 

moor, 

l^kspor,. 

lnk,hee-poor. 

macao,- 

rauka,o. 

moKI, 

madras. 

muDd-mj 

madura. 

madni. 

multart, 

magi. 

mujoos  iyan. 

munn^pore. 

mahmud-or 

muhmood-  or 

muicai. 

moohummud-ab&d 

$ituitaphabad. 

mahomet. 

mmhuiumOd. 

muxoodabad. 

nalabar. 

muleewar. 

myaore. 

■nuAatea, 

mnlakB. 

nagort. 

miOda, 

malda. 

nagpore. 

maldivetislaadi. 

ju2a,ir-a>r-ru-bweu 

najxnA, 

^va, 

malwu. 

nattore. 

mangahre. 

munguloor. 

maiigee. 

manj.hee. 

nataretk. 

manickpotv. 

maoik^poor. 

manUla, 

mundeele. 

iieelgur, 

man/    the   Urgtli 

,  beebee  muriyttm. 

ttegapatam. 

or    ftidy. 

negro. 

mtuuH-patMn. 

much,hle6.put-tuli 

.  nel/ore. 

matura. 

mut,hra. 

jKrbuddaA. 

meeca. 

'«aukk&. 

negracot, 
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coTfect 

Hs". 

oecnct. 

shurwan. 

nimrod. 

aamrood. 

mudeeDU. 

^ooi. 

nooh. 

maluwuram. 

nuddeah. 

Dudiya. 

museeha. 

ood  He-poor. 

niika,ee[. 

ongoh. 

oongol. 

mednee-poor. 

<maa. 

toreaa. 

mina-poor. 

oude. 

uod,b,  awHd.h. 

mcoghul-poor. 

Ott^in, 

oojjuen. 

moinin-8ing,h. 

oxut. 

jeehooD. 

monger. 

padthavapore. 

padahah-poor. 

Kingee. 

pagan. 

gubur. 

mcDTBhidabad. 

pahmeottah. 

palum-kota. 

moosa. 

panjab. 

pUDJ-ab. 

mulik-poor. 

paradite. 

fiirduoi. 

mooltan. 

patiala. 

putiya]a. 

moonee-poor. 

patita. 

putoa. 

muskut. 

pegue. 

pegoo. 

mcDBtuf-abad. 

peiihore. 

peshawur. 

pmtateuck. 

tuoruet  oppatd  to 

muesoor. 

injeel,  tke  new  fer- 

nugoor. 

tament. 

oag-poor. 

pmia,par(fua, 

faria  or  para,  ujiun, 

nae-pal. 

eeran,  and  tooran. 

Da^Qor. 

Philip, 

fuyulqooa. 

nuoruag-abad. 

piaraoht 

6roon. 

DAfUru. 

piipai. 

bedpa,e. 

buUil  nuxur. 

plato. 

uflatoon. 

neel-gurh. 

pleiadss. 

sairiyn. 

ptolemy. 

butulmiyoos. 

xungee. 

pondkherrif. 

p,ha)l-churee. 

nulopr. 

poonah, 

poona. 

Durbuda. 

p.hcol-miiree. 

nggur-kot. 

pope. 

2s2 

papa. 
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vulgar. 

correct. 

•«fe<ir. 

poHphar't  wifcy 

zuleekhu. 

augur, 

pullic^e. 

palee-g,hftt. 

Kml, 

pum^k. 

pooniniya. 

laurun. 

pythagoroM, 

feeft^hooria. 

xlimabadt 

rachael. 

niheel. 

•elh,. 

radnagore. 

rad,ha-Dugur. 

TiSaJmundry, 

uriue<,pal^ 

rajemal. 

raj-muhul. 

seli. 

raj-flhahee. 

Hlltdgt, 

ramanad. 

ram-Dud. 

ramnagur, 

ram-nogur. 

-part. 

rampore. 

ram-poor. 

rangoon. 

ram^a>D. 

Oeba, 

ro/Uleund, 

.  rohil-k,hund. 

AurgM,, 

Tome, 

room. 

rio». 

ro3,mungttl. 

ni,e-mui)gul. 

Mam, 

rungpon. 

rung-poor. 

yoa. 

rtfacottah. 

ra,e-kut,ha. 

mmc. 

tadrat. 

BadniDg-puttDD. 

socrata. 

tamarcandy 

Bumur-qund. 

lolomon. 

tmtipore, 

santee-pooT. 

Molaagore, 

*  theBe  lists  oF  english  and  hindoostanee  coimptions, 
tatioD  always,  but  frequently  for  abhorrence,  on  the  same 
miserable  helots  and  shew  them  to  their  children  in  that 
spire  the  young  lacedemonians  with  an  early  disgust  at 
being  sounder  policy  thus  to  prerent  than  to  cure  diseases 
grounds,  of  holding  up  jai^onist  englisbmen  and  hindoo- 
sncceed  in  eradicating  reciprocal  cormptions,  is  a  tale 
when  i  am  numbered  with  the  dead,  and  beyond  the  reach 
to  produce  a  radical  reform  of  the  gibberish  so  long  a£- 
surly  old  bull  dogs  of  england,  who  bark  at  ereiy  one 
*  the  reader  will  lot^  aeros*  and  contider  both  pages  ai  only  one. 
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correct 

wiJgar. 

correct. 

agar. 

^nc«^y. 

aODa-moik  bee. 

taloot. 

toorol, 

Ba>ro>l. 

Banin. 

BcombooL-poor. 

Buleem-abad, 

flulkiya. 

sunt, 

soorut 

turtoHy. 

suruB-wntee. 

sreeniDg-puttan. 

iamlook, 

tnmlcok. 

Bees. 

tarpon, 

tunjoor. 

SDtluj. 

tanmuon, 

t,hane-8ur. 

shah-juhan-abad.^rtert(By, 

tooniD. 

poor,  viz.  dihlee. 

tartar. 

talar. 

shah^bad. 

tatta. 

tuttee. 

bilqees. 

telingana. 

tulungano. 

fifaer-g,hatee. 

thibet. 

tibbat 

sam. 

tigm. 

teer.  dujla. 

gyam. 

tipperah. 

tipra. 

Bilhat 

tranguebar. 

trinka-bar. 

•ohuD. 

vellore. 

weloor. 

sooqrat. 

zachariai. 

zukriya. 

Zoroaster. 

zurdusht. 

Baik,b-B^ur. 

by  the  defanltera  on  both  lides,  are  preseired,  not  for  imi 
principle  which  induced  the  spartans  to  intoxicate  their 
beastly  condition,  aa  the  expedient  best  calculated  to  in. 
the  brutal  vice  of  inebriation,  from  the  conviction  of  its 
incident  to  any  state,  how  far  my  scheme,  on  similar 
stances  to  the  ridicule  and  compassion  of  my  pupils  will 
which  shall  be  left  in  the  bands  of  time  to  tell  at  leisure 
of  blame  or  praise  for  my  persevering  efforts  ultimately 
fected  by  the  baboons  of  india,  and  cherished  by  the 
that  finds  fault  with  their  own  peculiar  buo  wuo,  in  the 
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absurd conversioa  of  a,o  cornel  to  uo  and,  ja,o  go!  id  jao, 
toldier  to  a  tea  montter,  Deither  a  man  nor  a  boy,  bnt  a 
years  more  for  icores  of  my  oTthoepigraphical  disciples 
the  language  of  that  immense  region  with  the  sterling 
mint,  withont  running  either  to  italy  or  (ranoe  for  those 
mon  poBSesB,  and  in  tolerable  perfection,  for  every  pur- 
system  hag  long  since  demonstrated,  this  conviction  en- 
merous,  intdligent,  and  also  consideratQ  enough  to  im- 
british  iodia,  by  discarding  the  corruptions  on  either  ude 
for  duatuk,  snand,  8cc.  &c.  whatever  may  he  the  fate  of  the 
word  to  a  grand  sovereign  body  of  merchants,  or  even  to 
coverahly  merged  in  pultun,  to  aid  this  general  refonna- 
pupils  from  the  london  bindooatanee  lecture  room,  to  for* 
names  of  provinces,  districts,  cities,  towns,  forts,  villages, 
rately  all  those  particulars  in  th^r  respective  vicinitiea, 
gazetteer  on  orthoepigraphicat  principles,  or  to  aid  the 
now  extant,  in  making  it  still  more  perfect  by  the  adop- 
other  from  the  continental  schools  of  etirope,  by  no  meana 
to  the  above  categories  might  be  added,  by  the  same  in- 
in  asia,  africa,  and  europe,  agreeably  to  their  various  read- 
divisions  of  the  earth  only,  as  for  such  a  task,  american 
know  that  still  grander  portion  of  this  terrestial  sphere  by 


1<gli,h. 

comiptionB. 

.»g;ii*. 

-fii«<d, 

fnruTig. 

barrada. 

admcafr. 

udbikut 

bargt, 

asffouwere, 

"J'""'- 

baltiKon, 

atparagus, 

paragas. 

baymt, 

oiufonl. 

usisbtun. 

bief-Mak, 

tttmlion, 

tel-chun. 

bearer, 

rtfcrmS,, 

tomee. 

bio. 

tihtrothaii. 

babbiliya. 

bitM. 

taclmara. 

b.hagwut. 

bond. 

hank. 

bunkool. 

bm. 

barber. 

bal-bund. 

briA, 
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barieif  ,  or  the  still  Btnager  oastKinorphosiA  ttf  nipithee 
teapoy  lU  it  caa  hardly  require  Hbove  two  or  UirAf 
and  ooorertSt  io  every  proviiMw  of  hiadoOHtapf  (p  stttotp 
impressioD  of  truth  and  cansiateacy  from  <aujr  pwfi  mgiki 
roman  dies,  «bioh  we  and  the  .Unerioans  already  i^  cosa^ 
pOee  <^  hiodee-romaD  orthoepigrapbyt  as  my  tie  pbu  w/fnt 
courages  me  to  hope,  that  my  scholars  will  soon  bji  ««- 
proTe  both  the  native  and  eutopwu  jargonist's  UngA  in 
or  such  DfledlH*  loaovatioDs  as  o^urf  for  udalut,  viftrrMt 
honoorable  la4y  kumpunee,  in  tbe'  application  lof  tlttv 
this /ruction  of  a  battalion,  lukich  has  been  now  aba  irm- 
tioa  of  apeecb,  w^re  the  whole  of  the  most  diatingui^ied 
ward  to  me,  by  proper  opportunitias.  correct  lists '.  of  (be 
rivers,  mountaiiw,  passes,  Sw ;  frboi  able  to  leara  «c«u- 
we  would  BooD  be  duly  qualified  to  immpile  a  new  p«diat 
intelligent  and  iodustrious  author  «f  the  large  p<rfiulte 
tioD  of  my  anglo^mericao  adawooe,  in  preference  to  «ire^ 
so  simple  a«  our  own  alphabet  reformed  after  iqy  fjw). 
dnstrious  oriental  bees,  the  names  of  all  persons  faijipQs 
ioga  in  ancient  or  modem  tines,  and  in  these  Uiree  grand 
history  ia  too  recent  among  those  eastern  natiooa,  wtv> 
the  name  of  noya  .doanya,  or  new  vorid  alone. 


corraption*. 

engli^ 

cormptii 

barili. 

breechtB, 

birjis. 

bujra. 

ImuK, 

boors. 

pultan. 

bnOer, 

bootruel. 

bugnet. 

button. 

bootam. 

beefenteekee. 

iwiira, 

bcoklus. 

b«ebi>. 

amp. 

Icunpoo. 

bed. 

cwmtm. 

kuinan. 

iHbit. 

baibage. 

kobee, 

bw. 

OipiSM, 

kttrtao- 

bokiu. 

cartridge. 

kertoosh. 

biint. 

chariot. 

chvrt. 
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e«a». 

connptioiis. 

englM. 

chiuu. 

»j. 

ih«V*ep, 

chunjetap. 

gromdjirtioek. 

charge  h<iymtt. 

oburt  bngnet 

gunner. 

«A«I, 

kuraal. 

«mm«,d. 

kaman. 

ialf<odt  fire  lack. 

art. 

kak. 

kaU, 

kopnieL 

tact. 

tout*. 

koch. 

indianJiU, 

covMeSor, 

koonanlee. 

invalid. 

kotmuool. 

jcamal. 

crvl. 

knras. 

kettle, 

ctaUtrd, 

katour. 

lace. 

aula,, 

kadeez. 

lantern. 

•t«r«. 

digice. 

lilt. 

da/,. 

dekna. 

dumpKn. 

dumkeen. 

lord. 

eiuign. 

iDBhuen. 

•nangoeM, 

M, 

pis. 

««■*, 

JhtayM. 

p«  bngnet. 

•norl  Km, 

firmarl.. 

fclwot. 

nuut. 

fia^bean.. 

furans-bio. 

note, 

>»,/. 

foondU. 

office, 

general. 

junrel. 

open  pan. 

P«, 

jeen. 

order  amu. 

flan. 

gilaa. 

partlty. 

grenadier. 

gurao^eel. 

parole. 

*  which  meani  a  tUt^,  meaant,  pUlar,  co&wim,  but 

tations,  i  know  not ;  iat,h,  lat,b,  lathee,  however,  mean 

with  whidi  pat  is  so  proae  to  [Aay  on  bis  neighboar's 

t  Father  more   solid,  howerer,    than  irish  aqua  rite^ 

X  so  fond  are  nations  of  significant  corruptions,  that 

goat  of  jove ;  while  ruseed  arrived,  and  raput  also  have 
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corrnptiona. 

eHglUk. 

comiplioDS. 

gril-dan. 

patrole, 

putrul. 

gran-fueluk. 

pile  arm. 

p,liuelarn). 

gurneel. 

plate. 

pulBL 

garl. 

pottilion, 

poosteer. 

afKkaJbeluk. 

poultice. 

poUis. 

hal. 

pretentarm. 

fanuDt  ami. 

huqq. 

pudding. 

poteen.t 

elchin  fuel. 

rampart. 

rampot. 

ingleez. 

ramrod. 

ramrut. 

jianil. 

receipt. 

rnseed. 

ketilM. 

recover  arma. 

rikab-ram. 

Ion, 

report. 

rupm-t 

iBlUOI. 

tcore,: 

■  coije. 

oialM. 

tecretary. 

Bukurturee. 

loptao. 

Mtquatratiott, 

Bhikiut-reahum. 

ht." 

terjeaiit, 

sarjun,  sir-jau. 

mDDgo  pis. 

sheriff. 

sbureef. 

Dutika. 

thort  drawtrt, 

gal  Anna. 

marten. 

shoulder  arms, 

choldanm. 

muatool. 

sideboard. 

Balbot. 

lot 

sign. 

fuheeh. 

.piM. 

slif^ri. 

ailubut. 

opanee>puD. 

sloop. 

Booiur. 

uidul  ram. 

slow  time. 

BolooteD. 

peetaraelee- 

stand  at  ease. 

tandel  tis. 

purwul. 

steu>, 

efltyoo. 

whether  of  the  taecan  or  corinthian  order  in  these  accep- 

Dot  a  gold  slick,  but  a  plain  iriab  cane,  cudgel,  or  shilaly, 

crofTD,  or  to  poach  in  forbidden  ground.    . 

of  this  now  famous  name. 

the  three  rams  aboTe  may  denote  the  bag,  ^irrup,  and 

their  own  meanings. 
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engRik, 
lubptma, 
supernumerary, 
tart  pye, 
tax, 
towel, 
traU  arms, 


hiDdoofltanee. 

bag-dor, 

baranee, 

bap-re ! 

baadee, 

bawurcbee, 

bih-iafa-tee, 

b,bo,ee,  b,ba,0«, 

boot-kudu, 

bnhnngee, 

bukhabee, 

bokree 

baDd,hoo,a, 

bukbahish, 

b,huwun1iya, 

b,hata,  batta, 

bnrga, 

biuiijra, 

cbar-kliann, 

cheera-bund, 

c^gheet, 

di,hetank, 

ehibil-eutoon. 


DIALOaUES. 

corraptioaa. 

eufeeau. 

Bcokgh  lumba. 

tat-po,ee. 

tukua. 

tooliya. 

tileram. 


eng&sh. 

tripe, 

trooper, 

trunk, 

tumbler, 

vioUn, 

vice-prwdertt. 


hindoostanee  and 


eorruptiont. 
hobdar. 
backdoor, 
brandy, 
baubry. 
hondy, 
boberjee. 
beatty. 
boy. 
pagoda, 
bangy. 
buxty. 
backrty. 
bandy -wan. 
boxes. 
bowUak. 
batty,  betty. 
burgher, 
baaman. 
dtareormih, 
cierrybend, 
chintz, 
chattock. 
chebeatomb. 


hindoostanee. 
ch,hota  sahib, 
cboona, 
do-b.hashiya, 
dugba-baz, 
dalee, 

deen  moohummuda 
da,ee,  duhee, 
dur-wesh, 
do  faa,ee ! 
ghc»rab, 
g,hu9-iyara, 
hank'j^ ! 
booqqn, 
huodu, 

hiujq-'Qa-hiHiq, 
bur-karu, 

juiiiu,uder, 

kaghuj, 

kanjee, 

khaa, 

kfhaoa, 

kbanu. 
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corruptioDB. 

enghU,. 

comiptioihi.' 

treepa. 

vinegar. 

biinegeer. 

toarlt-suwar. 

volunteer. 

balun-teer. 

tcornng. 

who  comes  there  f 

hookum-dar  f 

tamlet 

warrant. 

waria. 

byala. 

waistcoat, 

waskut. 

ba,ee8-puraeedunt 

.  wafer, 

weper,  wuep.bul. 

english  corruptions. 

corruptions. 

cotrtiptiont. 

chooty  saub. 

eotuumer. 

chtmam. 

khaaau. 

coatah. 

khidmut-gar, 

kittmygar. 

daggybioh. 

khulasee. 

clazhy. 

doUy. 

khuleefu. 

callypaw. 

(Jing  mahomet. 

khurab. 

crab. 

die. 

kharcb. 

courage. 

denim. 

kinare. 

canary. 

duwaee. 

ko.ee, 

qaoi. 

grab. 

Lumkhwab, 

kingeob. 

grastcut. 

kunkur. 

conker. 

hackery. 

labadu. 

labadore. 

hoocker. 

howder. 

lushkuree. 

iascar. 

hmAnock. 

malee. 

molly. 

hircarrah. 

mibtur, 

matter. 

jow. 

misree. 

misery. 

jemmdar. 

miyaDU, 

mehanna. 

eoggage. 

mooftee. 

^nti/ty. 

congee. 

moohurrir. 

morrir. 

eawn. 

mcolla. 

mulnah. 

eonar. 

moonshee, 

rnvnthtf. 

counah. 

mulmul. 

muslin. 
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convptioHS. 

mun. 

mumd. 

pim-«o,e«. 

maosDin, 

montoon. 

purewu. 

muBJid. 

moique. 

P"t^. 

n.,ik. 

nagovnaigue. 

□aeiMa>k,h, 

nanmckt  wmtvck 

.  ,»id. 

.UWWl*, 

noM.' 

olftq. 

mMKi,. 

quliyo. 

p.lkM. 

qorebn. 

pa-znhur. 

bexoar. 

",e^ 

peek-dui. 

rigiimi.. 

roopiyu. 

pMapemj,. 

rotee, 

ped«b. 

fiumt. 

runeytit. 

p,hir, 

>r. 

ruho. 

p,hir«,ii. 

nik.h, 

p.hirot. 

ftrra. 

rnmziuiee. 

p,faoonk. 

/M: 

nh'ib, 

pol«,o, 

fOm. 

Ber, 

poor. 

fare. 

prib,hoo, 

■bnb-nam. 

puera. 

pia. 

■faubd. 

palung-posh. 

palampori. 

sholgbum. 

*  the  ftbove  comiptton  has  become  bo  truly  ei^lish, 

mibab,  to  nuwwab,  were  tbat  sow  even  desirable,  since 

tbe  RubjoiDed  epigram,  or  aomething  veiy  like  it,  which  was 

hotel,  before  he  started  for  a  Dabobahip  and  baronetcy, 

when  torn,  a  waiter,  first  began, 

and  cbeerly  sung  out,  aye,  bob.' 

the  master  called  his  man  no  more, 

**  the  first  of  which  in  my  younger  days  i  deemed  a 

teapoy  was  either  a  boy  like  myself,  or  a  man,  as  well  as 

to  descry  in  a  sea  coney  that  rational  animal,  whom  wc 

•f  which  would  otherwise  have  been  dubbed  sir-relpb 

and  the  ram  johnnyt  in  return  make  sergeant,  at  least  a 
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hiadoOBtanee. 

cormft. 

panchway. 

•hurbut, 

aherbtl. 

prow. 

sipabee. 

aiopoy.' 

rcuah. 

Biyabee, 

%. 

c«J5»».- 

8i»kkao-ee, 

conid. 

stnrahee. 

auroy. 

caa,,  iadi. 

BUr-buDK, 

urang. 

CTmjf, 

sur.pech, 

«r^woe». 

aurposb, 

air^pooa. 

roy. 

suirar.t 

ahroff-. 

r^pa. 

taree. 

taHy. 

"0*. 

taah, 

Utaiu. 

rM. 

tbaat.. 

Hckel. 

row. 

tir-p«,ee. 

teofog. 

rad. 

iooiaa. 

tiffiion. 

nmjoJnoy. 

tuDiab, 

tanjib. 

lavit,  Ktib. 

nlbuttu, 

alberio. 

teer. 

iiniq. 

arrack. 

jrimM.onoA. 

uBbrafee, 

aaherfy. 

sablem. 

atlua. 

atlaa. 

.i«u,,m. 

»Sr. 

otter. 

mUygrim. 

zumeen  dar, 

jimmydor. 

that  it  would  be  labour  in  vain  to  reduce  it  through  nupofi, 
the  corruption  has  been  redeemed  by  tbe  appearance  of 
written  on  a  person  sowJ  to  have  be^  only  a  waiter  in  a 
both  of  which  be  obtained. 

at  nbert'i  call  be  quickly  ran, 

but,  when  return'd  from  india's  shore, 

leit  he  might  answer,  nay — bob  I 
■ea-mon#(er  or  beatt,  little  dreaming  the  creature  called  a 
bis  officer ;  and  every  body,  even  now,  would  be  at  a  loss 
and  the  indians  term  scokkan-ee,  helm't-man. 
by  johnny  bull,  who  never  can  foi^et  his  &vorite  sir-loin, 
tir-jan. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS,  REGULATION, 
ORDERS,  «cc. 

As  few  ressels  proceed  to  the  East  Indies  at  preseol^ 
without  oae  or  two  proficient  Orientalista  on  board,  the 
subsequent  iDformation  will  be  ao  doubt  perused  with 
sufficient  interest,  especially  as  it  is  generally  beliered 
that  a  Hindoostanee  and  Persian  Interpreter  will  be  in  fu- 
ture appointed  to  each  of  the  King's  Regiments  in  British 
India,  if  not  already  done,  since  no  valid  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  this  expedient  having  been  neglected  so 
long.     This  prediction  has  actually  been  rerilied. 

The  following  is  a  List  of  the  Hindooitanee  and  Perdan 
Bookt,  which  those  studeota  who  have  attended  the  lec- 
tures, and  are  conversant  with  the  TextSet  of  PubUcatioBa, 
thauld  pncure,  previous  to  embarkation  for  India,  with  the 
view  of  learning  to  read  and  comprehend  both  Languages 
readilj/,  in  the  Persi-arabic  and  Nagunee  chaiacters,  during 
the  outward  vot/age;  especially,  when  t^e  whole  of  this 
ultimate  expmce,  or  any  part  of  it,  ii  not  an  obfect  of 
loo  much  in^Mrtance,  to  the  parties  concerned,  in  this 
country.  Here  a  rudimental  knowledge  of  Persian  is  bo 
blended  with  coUoquial  proficiency  in  the  Hindoostanee, 
.that  their  united  acquisition  is  almost  ioaepanUe,  and 
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Bhoiild  ti«  proKcuted  accordingly,  now  tli&t  both  Itn. 
gnagea  hare  become  indispeosable  to  every  candidate  for 
speedy  promotion,  or  a  productive  post  in  British  India- 
They  are,  in  fact,  the  best  practical  keys  to  every  provin- 
cial dialect  in  the  Peninsula,  which  may  thus  be  all  ac- 
quired SQccessively,  in  the  course  of  twelve  months*  judi- 
(nons  application  to  tfaose  living  tongues,  in  the  order  of  , 
thetr  local  necessity,  in  various  quarters  of  India,  where 
Aey  are  severalty  most  useful,  however  limited,  compared 
with  Hlndeostanee,  dieir  partial  currency  may  otherwise  be. 

TOTA    KUBANBB — GoOLl    BOKAWVIEE— NWSHI     BE 

NDZiifi — Bach  o  Bumab — Hopkin's  Vocabtjlakt — 
TooTiB  MAMD,  Persiah  Ditto,  ih  Enolisb— Emo- 
LiBR  AVD  HiKDOosTANBi  Gbamuaii  AND  Dictionary, 
which  hut  is  all  reversetf,  and  bound  up  aa  such  with  tbe 
Persian  Rudiments  as  a  targe  ^ocabulart/,  though  by  com' 
pression  a  very  small  book,  forming  a  pair  of  volnmea  with 
the  former,  both  comprehensive  and  cheap. 

The  foregoiBg  works  alone  are  well  calculated  as  a 
small  select  library,  hardly  procurable  for  the  same  prices 
abroadt  not  only  t»  supply  materials  for  literary  pursuits 
daring  several  years'  ttudfy,  but  also  to  make  every 
stndious  scholar,  on  board  ship,  who  knows  the  Text 
Books  sufficiently,  a  practical  linguist  in  the  Persian  and 
Hindoostanee  Tongues,  even  before  his  arrival  in  India ; 
wfaercj  by  immediately  passing  his  examination  with  eclat, 
he  may,  in  dus  season,  succeed  to  two  or  three  lucrative 
appointments,  as  they  fall  vacaot  either  !n  his  owncorps, 
or  on  the  eataUishmeot  to  which  he  belongs  :  and  among 
these,  a  Persiaa  Interprctenkip  is  tbe  moat  honourable 
object  to  which  juveaile  ambitioD  nay  reasonably  aspire, 
in  the  coarse  of  two  years,  being,  in  fact,  the  flrat  gruid 
■tep  firom  regimental  to  general  staff  posts  or  places  of 
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great  responsibilit;  and  emolament;  b«aidei  ths  nltamate 
chance  of  diplomatic  employment  for  very  coMpicnooe 
talents,  eren  of  military  men,  in  this  braadi  of  the  pablie 
service. 

The  best  preparative  for  a  futhful  compliance  with  the 
following  official  stipulatioas  aboat  eastern  tongoes,  is  to 
carry  a  quantum  n^at  of  rodimental  knowledge  of  them 
from  home ;  otherwise  the  native  teachers  abroad  will 
prove  very  inadequate,  if  not  blind  and  perverse  goidee 
to  the  true  prononciatioD,  grammatical  proficiency,  or 
idiomatical  practice,  of  raw  English  youths  in  the  venia- 
cvlar  lai^oages  of  Hindoostan,  for  many  months  after 
their  arrival  in  British  India;  nay,  if  the  forgoing  advice 
be  totally  neglected,  and  giddy  lads  harry  away  to  India 
for  the  sake  of  mere  rank,  some  tedious  years  will  be  re- 
quired to  fit  them  for  holding  a  single  advantageous  ap- 
pointment by  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  paramount 
speech  of  the  Peninsula. 

Fort  WiUiam.  February  14,  1823. 

The  Commander-in-Chief,  deeming  it  expedient  thai 
Interpreters  and  Quarter  Masters  should  be  exempt  from 
Battalion  duties,  except  in  esses  of  emergency,  and  with 
a  view  to  the  more  geueral  encouragement  of  the  study  of 
the  native  languages,  the  Oovenior  General  in  Council  is 
pleased  to  extend  the  allowance  of  a  horse,  heretofore 
confined  to  corps  marching  or  in  the  field,  to  all  Officen 
holding  the  appointment  of  Interpreter  and  Quarter  Master 
to  Cavalry  and  Infantry  Corps  of  the  Line,  from  the  1st 
proximo,  as  mounted  Officers  in  every  situation. 

Head  Quartert,  Calcutta,  February  17,  1823. 
His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  considering 
it  of  primary  importance  and  advantage  to  the  serriee 
that  the  situation  of  Interpreter  and  Quarter  Master  to 
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Nathe  Corps  of  tb«  line,  ihontd  be  bold  by  OEBcen  fully 
competent  to  the  perforinance  of  the  duties ;  and  also 
witb  a  view  of  eBCouraging  a  raors  general  atqdy  of  the 
ntlive  language,  is  pleased  to  ffloact  the  following  rules, 
for  the  attunmeot  of  tbeae  desirable  objects  :— 

Officers  Implying,  under  the  ssoctioa  and  approbation 
of  the  Commanding  Officers  of  their  Corps,  for  the  situa- 
tion of  Tnterpreter,  shall  be  required  to  pass  an  examina- 
tion in  the  Hindoostaoee  language,  before  a  Committee 
of  competent  Officers,  to  be  assembled,  by  order  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  at  the  Head  Quarter  Station  of  the 
Divisidu. 

The  Committee  will  forward  to  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  army,  a  detailed  report  of  the  examination,  with 
a  certificate  specifying  the  nature  of  the  Officer's  profi- 
ciency ;  and  will  state  their  opinion  of  his  competency  to 
conduct  the  duties  of  an  Interpreter  to  a  Oener^  Court 
Martial. 

The  favourable  certificate  and  opinion  of  the  Committee 
will  be  suffiaent  authority,  in  the  first  instance,  to  render 
an  Officer  eligible  to  hold  the  situation;  but  before  he 
can  be  finally  confirmed  in  it,  he  will  be  required  to  un- 
dergo, with  the  sanction  of  the  Gorernor  General  in 
Council,  a  further  examination,  by  the  Pablic  Examiners 
of  the  College  of  Port  William,  and  to  obtain  from  them 
a  favourable  certificate  and  opinion  of  his  qualifications ; 
and  for  this  purpose  he  will  (on  the  occasion  of  bis  arrival 
within  the  limits  of  the  Presidency  Division,  either  in  the 
course  of  relief,  or  otherwise,)  be  directed  to  repair  to  the 
Presidency. 

But  Officers  within  the  limits  of  the  Presidency  Divi- 
sion, at  the  time  of  their  application  for  the  situatiOD  of 
Interpreter,  will  not  be  required  to  pass  any  preliminary 
examination. 

2  s 
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The  foregoing  rules  will  be  applicable  to  all  Officers 
recommended  to  officiate  as  Interpreten ;  and  Officers 
note  actually  holding  the  tituation  of  Interpretert,  will  be 
required  to  pass  the  examination  abore  prescribed,  twdoe 
mtmtha  after  the  promnlgation  of  this  Order  to  their 
Corps.    . 


0BDES8    OF   THE    COITBT   OF  SIBKCTOBS, 

March  7,  1823. 
The  Cadet  (upon  his  being  essmined  and  approved) 
will  be  ranked  according  to  his  actual  departure  from 
England,  ao  that  the  sooner  he  proceeds  to  India,  the 
"bigherhis  rank  will  be  above  those  who  may  be  appointed 
in  the  course  of  the  same  season  as  himself.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  the  Presidency  to  which  he  is  appointed,  he  will 
enter  into  pay  as  a  Cadet,  at  Four  Shillings  and  Two 
Pence  per  day,  and  be  promoted  to  a  Commission  in  the 
Company's  Army,  according  to  his  seniority  in  the  List 
of  rank  above  alluded  to,  provided  be  studl  not  have  for- 
feited his  claim  to  such  promotion  by  any  disobedience 
of  the  Court's  orders,  or  misconduct  during  his  passage 
out. 

It  is  further  expected,  that  the  Cadet  will.upon  bis  arrival 
in  India,  conform  strictly  to  all  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Institutions  established  at  the  Presidency  to 
which  he  is  appointed  for  the  instruction  of  the  Cadets, 
and  that  be  will  endeavour  to  qualify  himself  for  bis  future 
situation,  by  professional  acquirements,  and  by  the  at- 
tainment of  a  knowledge  of  the  languf^es  of  the  country; 
in  failure  of  which,  he  will  render  himself  liable  to  be 
dismissed  the  service,  and  ordered  back  to  Eogltrnd  «t  his 
own  expense. 
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Fort  WiUiam,  March  29,  1823. 

1.  The  GoTeiQinent  tiaviDg,  with  reference  to  General 
Orders,  June  21,  1822,  sanctioned  and  adopted  the  re- 
commeDdation  of  the  Medical  Board,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  a  previous  examination  in  the  Native  Lluigu^ea  of 
the  Medical  Officer  selected  for  the  situation  of  Snper- 
intendent  of  the  School  for  Native  Doctors,  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  previous  to  confirmaUon  in  that  office,  the 
person  so  selected  shall  undergo  a  regular  examination 
in  the  Persian  and  Hindoostanee  languages  by  the  Officers 
of  the  College  of  Fort  William. 

2.  No  candidate  shall  be  considered  entitled  to  con- 
firmation, unless  he  shall  produce  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  examining  Officers  of  the  College,  of  his  '  posseasiug 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  colloquial  and  written 
languages  of  the  country,  especially  the  Hindoostanee 
and  Persian ;  and  that  he  is  capable  of  reading  the  native 
treatises  on  medicine,  and  discoursing  with  the  pupils  on 
ordinary  subjects  of  native  science,  in  intelligible,  if  not 
ill  accurate  terms.* 

3.  Should  the  candidate  require  examination  in  the 
SuQscrit,  Arabic,  or  other  useful  Oriental  languages,  it 
is  to  be  granted  by  die  Public  Officers  of  that  College, 
and  noted  accordingly  in  their  report,  and  in  their  certi- 
ficate of  qualification,  or  otherwise. 

4.  The  examinations  above  prescribed  will  take  place  on 
the  application  of  the  Medical  Board  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  College  Council." 

'<  Head  Quarten,  Calcutta,  May  27,  1823. 

"  The  Commander-in-Chief  is  pleased  to  notify  to  the 

subaltern  Officers  of  the  Army,  the  sc^eof  qualifications 

expected  in  the  candidates  for  the  office  of  Interpreter  in 

2s2 
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Native  Corps,  aad  the  teiU  by  which  such  qualifications 
are  to  be  ascertained,  viz. 

"  1.  A  well-founded  knonledge  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  grammar. 

"  2.  The  ability  to  read  and  write  with  facility  the 
modified  Persian  character  of  the  Oordoo>  and  the  Devi 
Nagree  of  the  K,hurree  Bolee. 

"  3.  A  colloquial  knowledge  of  the  Oordoo  and  Hiu- 
doo,ee,  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  explain  with  facility, 
and  at  the  moment,  any  orders  in  those  dialects,  or  to 
transpose  reports,  letters,  &c.  from  them  into  English. 

"  The  tests  by  which  these  qualifications  are  to  be 
tried — are, 

"1.  By  well-selected  questions,  not  of  the  niceties,  but 
of  the  general  leading  principles  of  grammar. 

"  2.  By  viva  voce  conversation  with  the  examiners. 

*'  3.  By  written  tranBlations  into  Hindoostanee,  in 
both  characters,  of  selected  orders,  or  rules  and  regu- 
laUons. 

"  4.  By  reading  and  translating  the  Bagho-Buhar  in 
Hindoostanee ;  the  Prem  Sagur  in  K,hurree  Bolee  i  and 
the  Goolistan  or  Unwar-i  Sohuelee  in  Persian. 

"  It  will  be  the  duty  of  Committees  of  Examination  to 
ascertain  the  attainments  of  candidates  by  the  foregoing 
rules ;  and  their  reports  are  to  specify  the  proficiency  of 
the  party  examined,  under  each  of  those  heads. 

"  The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  it  to  be  further  un- 
derstood, that  previous  examination  in  the  College  of 
Fort  William,  if  successful,  will  be  considered  as  suffi- 
cient proof  of  qualification ;  but  that  the  examinations 
which  took  place  of  Officers  quitting  the  Barrasut  Insti- 
tutions, will  not  exempt  candidates  from  the  operation  of 
the  foregoing  orders." 
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"  Head  Quarters,  Choultty  Plain,  Augu$l  8,  1823. 

"  The  Commaader-in-Chief  has  great  satiBfaction  in 
recording  the  report  made  by  the  Board  of  Officers 
assembled  at  the  Presidency,  for  the  eiamination  of 
lieotemmt  P.  Woodward,  of  the  tJtb  R^ment,  in  his 
knowledge  of  the  Hindoostanee  language,  which  declares 
"  his  general  profioiency  id  that  langaage,  suSScient  to 
enable  him  to  execute  any  duties  that  might  be  assigned  to 
him  as  a  Regimental  Staff  Officer." 

"  His  Excellency  has  also  received  from  Colonel  Boles, 
commanding  the  Hyderabad  Subsidiary  Force,  a  very  ea- 
tisfactory  report  made  by  a  Board  of  Officers  assembled 
at  Secunderabad,  for  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  J.  D. 
Stokes,  of  the  4th  Regiment,  of  the  extensive  acquire- 
ments which  he  has  made  in  the  Hindoostanee  laaguage, 
and  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  that  Officer." 

BOHBAT. — COVBBNMENT  4EKKRAL    OEDB&S. 

January  3,  1824. 
The  attention  of  government  having  been  drawn  to  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  Medical  Officers  holding  cer- 
t^n  appointments  being  conversant  in  one  or  more  native 
languages,  in  like  manner  as  is  required  of  the  Officers  in 
the  civil  and  military  branches  of  the  service ;  the  Hon. 
the  Govergor  in  Council  is  pleased  to  declare,  th^  hence- 
forth no  Medical  Officer  will  be  allowed  to  take  charge  of 
the  office  of  Vaccinator  in  any  of  the  provinces  under  this 
Government,  or  be  appointed  to  the  medical  duties  of 
either  of  the  political  residences  of  Btroda,  Sattarah,  or 
Bhooj,  until  he  has  passed  an  exainination  in  Hin- 
doostanee, or  Mahratta,  orGuzeratU.  On  the  oceurrence 
of  vacancies,  exarainatioDS  will  be  held  for  candidates, 
and  the  choice  of  Government  will  be  made  from  among 
those  who  pass  with  credit,  provided  they  possess  the 
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Other  requisites.  After  the  first  complete  change,  the  &p- 
pointmeDts  will  be  made,  as  at  present,  oa  the  ground  of 
geoeral  merit,  but  the  examinatioo  will  be  indiapeiMable ; 
and  in  the  event  of  no  Medical  Officer  passing,  one  will 
be  appointed  to  the  temporary  charge  of  a  Vaccinatorship, 
or  the  medical  duties  of  a  residency,  liable  to  removal  as 
soon  as  any  other,  properly  qualified,  sball  have  passed 
the  examination. 

In  addition  to  all  the  foregoing  admirable  orde»,  did 
one  more  exist,  viz.  that  no  o£Sce  whatever,  even  the 
command  of  a  Company,  shall  be  confided  to  a  military 
man  who  has  not  passed  a  fair  examination,  for  Hin- 
doostanee  at  least,  in  six  months'  time,  the  whole  junior 
portion  of  the  army  would  be  converted  to  perfect  lit^uists, 
those  inteiitcttuil  invalid*  excepted,  from  whom  few  laud- 
able deeds  ever  can  be  expected,  though  under  the  im- 
pulse of  the  two  most  irresistible  mo^ves— self-preserva- 
tion and  private  interest. 

BOMBAY. — GOTERNHEXT    GENERAL    ORDERS. 
INTERPRBTBRS    TO    REGIMENTS. 

Bombay  Cattle,  May  13,  1824. 
The  serious  and  responsible  duty  of  correctly  inter- 
preting the  proceedings  of  native  courts  martial,  having 
led  the  Hon.  the  Court  of  Directors  to  section  the 
unitecf  appointment  of  interpreter  and  quarter-master 
to  each  native  battalion,  as  announced  in  the  Geoeral 
Order  by  Government,  dated  the  31st  May,  1819,  and 
the  frequent  demands  that  are  made' by  the  European 
corps  for  the  attendance  of  the  interpreters  from  native 
battalions,  on  occasions  of  regimental  courts  martial,  or 
other  inquiries  in  which  the  natives  are  concerned,  for- 
cibly pointing  out  the  necessity  of  a  similar  appointment 
with  the  European  corps,  independent  of  affording   the 
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meaoB  of  oommunJcatiDg  with  tlie  natives  when  on  the 
line  of  march  or  detached  duties;,  the  Governor  in 
Council  is  pleased  to  sanction  the  appointments  of  inter- 
preters in  the  Hindoostanee  and  Mahratta  languages  to 
His  Majesty^s  and  the  Hon.  Company's  European  cavalry 
and  infantry  serving  on  this  establiehment,  distinct  from 
the  office  of  quarter-master,  on  the  following  scale,  viz. 
Hindoostanee,  Rs.  60— Contingencies,  lO—Total,  70 
Additional— Mahratta,  .        -        _        _        30 

Total,  when  united  in  the  same  person,     100 
The  same  scale  is  applicable  to  officers  attached  as  in- 
terpreters to  the  extra  battalions,  which  have  no  quarter- 
master OQ  the  establishment. 

In  such  corps  throughout  the  army,  where  the  same 
officers  may  not  be  qualified  to  hold  the  two  appointments, 
the  Governor  in  Council  is  pleased  to  sanction  a  second, 
or  Mahratta  interpreter,  on  the  following  scale,  and  to 
declare  that  the  officer  holding  such  appointment  shall 
succeed  (provided  he  be  also  qualified  in  Hindoostanee 
Mahratta)  as  interpreter  with  the  quarter^master  attached, 
where  the  offices  may  be  united,  on  the  first  vacancy. 
Mahratta,  Rs.  30— Contingencies,  10— Total,  40. 

THE  EXAMINATION  TO  BE  FASSKn  BY  AN  INTEBPRETEB 
AND  QOABTBR-MASTSa. 

To  C.  huxhing,ton,  Esq.  Secretary  to  Government  General 
Department. 
Sir. 
We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant,  intimating  that  the  Hon.  the 
Governor-General  in  Council,  had  been  pleased  to  nomi- 
nate us  a  Committee  for  fixing  the  degree  of  proficiency 
in  the  native  languages,  proper  to  be  required  in  military 
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officers,    candidafcu    for  the  office  of    iaterpreter  and 
qua  rter- master. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  HoDOurable  the 
Qoveroor-General  in  Counoitj  we  have  attentjveljr  read 
the  Documenta  which  accompanied  your  leUer,  and  hare 
given  to  the  subject  the  careAiI  deliberation  which  our 
respective  experience  prompted,  the  result  which  we 
shall  beg  leave  to  offer,  after  having  utated  certain  con- 
aiderations  which  have  ii^ueoced  ne  in  coming  to  sncb 
decision. 

In  determining  the  qaalificationa  which  ahoold  be  re- 
quired in  an  intet^ter  to  a  native  battalion,  we  look 
more  to  that  knowledge  of  the  languages,  and  their  va- 
rious dialects,  which  is  essentially  necessaiy  and  prac- 
tically Useful,  than  to  a  high  profioiency  of  book-lore, 
which  though  adveatBgeons  and  probably  attainable,  when 
talent  and  local  Advantages  accompany  each  other ;  yet 
neither  the  opportunities  which  officers  have  of  acquiring 
f^  nor  their  means,  justify  us  in  eiacting  it. 

A  good  colloquial  knowledge  of  the  dialects  generally 
used  by  the  Sepoya,  a  fadlity  of  explaining  all  orders  in 
those  dialects,  and  of  interpreters  fropi  them,  most  be 
considered  of  the  first  importance,  as  comprisii^  the 
principal  duties  of  interpreters;  and,  indeed,  we  consider  ' 
all  other  study  (with  reference  of  coune  to  the  case  undw 
immediate  cousidemtion)  as  subordinate  to  this,  and  but 
as  the  means  by  which  this  object  is  to  be  atuioed. 

The  langu^es  most  used  by  the  Sepoys,  and  generally 
by  almost  all  the  tribes  with  whom  an  officer  of  a  Sepoy 
coips  is  Ukely  to  have  intercourse,  are  the  Oordoo  or 
Court  Hindoostanee,  and  the  Hindoowee  or  K,bureeBolee, 
with  no  mixture  of  Persian ;  and  between  these,  with 
various  shades  of  difference,  may  be  comprehended  most 
of  the  dialects  of  the  diHerent  provinceB  under  Uits  Presi- 
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dency.  The  fbrmer  is  not  to  be  acquired  without  some 
knowledge  of  the  Peraian ;  which  will  otherwise  be  uteful, 
as  it  is  the  language  generally  in  are  ia  all  the  poliee  and 
revenue  departments  throughout  the  districts  under  this 
Presidency,  with  both  of  which  the  duty  of  an  inteipreter 
nay  Avqnently  lead  him  to  have  transaction*. 

Under  tbeee  considerations,  die  icquirementa  which  we 
ar«  of  opinion  ehoold  be  looked  for  in  an  interpreter  are — 

First. — A  well*grounded  knowledge  of  the  general 
principles  of  grammer. 

Second. — ^The  ability  to  read  and  write  with  facility  the 
modified  Persian  character  of  the  Oordoo  and  Devinaguree 
of  the  K,huree  Bolee. 

Third — A  colloquial  knowledge  of  Oordoo  and  Hin- 
dooee,  sofficient  to  enable  him  to  explain  with  facility,  and 
at  the  moment,  any  orders  in  diose  dialects,  or  to  trans* 
pose  reports,  letters,  Su;.  from  them  into  English ;  and 
the  testa  which  we  woald  recooomend  are— 1st  Well  se- 
lected qaestioDaV  not  of  die  nioetiea,  but  of  the  general 
leading  principles  of  grammar.~2d.  Viva  voce  conver- 
sati9n  with  the  Examiners. — 3d.  Written  translations 
into  Hiadooetanee  in  botii  cbaracten,  of  selected  orders, 
or  rules  and  regulations. — 4  th.  Reading  and  transhttidg  the 
Bagh  o  Bobar  in  Hiadoostanee ;  the  Prem  Sngur  in 
K,hurc«  Botee;  and  the  Gootistao  or  Uawar  Sobuelee  in 
Persian. 

We  have,  &c. 

W.  Taylor, 
T.  Macan, 
Calcutta,  ^UJpriU  182S.  Chas.  Paton. 
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THE    RBPOBT    OF    BMSIOM   TOUJ)*S     BXAMtNATION. 

To   W.  B.  Bayla/,  Esg.    Pntident,  and  Mtmben  <(f  tke 

Cornell  of  the  CoUege. 

OXMTLEHEH, 

In  compliance  with  yoar  orders,  we  hare  the  honor  of 
iDfonning  yoa  that  we  met  at  the  College  Hall  thia  moni- 
i&g,  for  the  purpose  of  aacertainiog  the  proficieDcy  ac- 
quired by  Ensign  Todd,  in  the  study  of  the  Hindoostanee 
and  Persian  lai^ages,  according  to  the  tests  laid  down 
by  the  Committee  appointed  by  Govemment  for  fizii^ 
the  degree  of  proficiency  in  the  Natire  Languages  proper 
to  be  required  in  Military  Officen,  Candidates  for  the 
Office  of  Interpreter  and  Quarter-Master. 

The  exercises  selected  by  ub  for  the  examination  of 
Ensign  Todd,  consisted  of  the  following  papers : — 

1.  A  Hindoostanee  Story,  in  Oordoo  dialect  and  in  the 
Persian  character,  to  be  translated  into  English. 

An  Extract  from  the  Prem  Sagur,  in  the  K,huree  Bolee 
dialect,  and  in  the  Nagree  characters,  to  he  translated  into 
EngUsh. 

2.  Vocables  in  the  Oordoo  and  K,huree  Bolee  dialects, 
and  in  the  Persian  and  Nagree  characters,  to  be  tnuislated 
into  English, 

3.  An  English  Exercise  to  be  translated  into  Hin- 
doostanee. This  contained  a  sketch  of  the  formation  of 
the  1st  and  2d  battalion  of  Uie  9th  Native  Regiment 
(the  regiment  to  which  Ensign  Todd  is  at  present  posted), 
and  was  extracted  from  Captain  Williamson's  Bengal 
Matire  Infantry. 

4.  The  16th  article  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Articles 
of  War,  to  be  translated  into  Hindoostanee. 

5.  The  oath  to  be  adminstered  to  the  witnesses,  and  the 
mode  of  administering  it  among  the  Hindoos  and  Mus- 
sulmans, in  the  Persian  and  Nagree  characters. 
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EDUgn  Todd  was  also  examined  by  us  severally  in  the 
following  HindoostaDee  Books : 

1.  Kbimd  ITfroz. 

2.  Bagh  o  Buhar. 

3.  Prem  Sagur. 

And  in  PerBJan,  in  Goolistan,  and  Unwaree  Sohylee, 
T&rions  portions  of  which  he  read  and  explained  with 
great  correctnesa  and  facility. 

The  Papers,  Nos,  I,  2,  3,  4,  and  6,  were  also  translated 
by  him  with  tolerable  correctness,  and  evinced  a  very 
considerable  knowledge  of  both  the  Oordoo  and  K,buree 
Bolee  dialect.  He  writes  also  the  PersiEin  and  Nagree 
characters  with  great  neatness  and  facility.  - 

The  result  of  this  examination  enables  us  to  state  con- 
fidently our  opinion,  that  Ensign  Todd  has  acquired  such 
a  knowledge,  not  only  of  the  Persian  language,  but  also 
of  the  Oordoo  or  K,huree  Bolee  dialect  of  Hindoostanee, 
as  comes  fully  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Go- 
vemor-General  in  Conncil  for  Military  Candidates  for  the 
Office  of  Interpreter  and  Quarter-Master  to  native  corps, 
and  which  was  communicated  for  our  guidance  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Lushington  on  the  22d  of  April  last. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
(Signed)  W.  Pbice,  Examiner, 

A.  LocKBTT,  Officiating  Examiner. 

Collie  of  Fort  William,  7th  Oct.  1828. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  VADE  ME- 
CUM.  AJfD  OTHER  CONGENIAL  TOPICS. 

Wbea  tbe  compilation  by  WilliamBOn  was  fint  eza- 
mined  in  order  to  correct  his  vnlgar  mode  of  apelling 
Hindoostenee  words,  a  good  while  since,  the  nombor 
seemed  so  formidable,  that  innovation,  even  Jrom  a  wrong 
system  to  a  right  mode,  was  then  indefinitely  suspended ; 
bnt,  in  the  present  period  of  most  rapid  proficiency,  it 
wonld  be  unjust  to  postpone  emendation  any  farther;  a 
correct  list  of  alterations  has  therefore  been  aooexed, 
that  Ae  original  teit  may  no  longer  mislead  its  readen, 
by  the  vicious  method  formerly  so  fashionable  in  the 
Britiah  Indian  army,  of  writing  oriental  vocables  in  the 
RomaQcharacter,withonttheleaBtBttention  to  consistency. 
The  new  ortfaoepigraphy  is  superseding  the  cacography  of 
the  old  school  so  completely,  that  the  Author  of  the  Vade 
Mecum  cannot  now  be  followed  with  aafety ;  for  whatever 
his  qualifications  may  have  been  in  other  departments,  every 
line  almost  declares  his  incompetency  here,  as  he  was, 
at  best,  a  half-instructed  jurgonist,  like  the  whole  of  his 
contemporaries,  hardly  half  a  dozen  of  whom  could  or 
can  speak  Hindoostanee  in  the  manner  of  gentlemen, 
though  many  of  their  junior  officers  are  able  at  last  to  do 
so  at  each  of  the  Presidencies. 

Similar  errors  must  of  course  pervade  "  The  Wild 
Sports  of  the  East,"  most  of  which  will  be  readily  detected 
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by  the  amended  list  Bnoexed  to  the  kbove,  and  a  few 
more  prelioiitiary  remarks  in  the  following  portions  of  the 
book }  particularly  if  a  reference  be  made  at  the  ssme 
time  to  the  English  and  Uindoostanee  Dictionary,  or  its 
reversed  abridgement  by  myself. 

In  pages  97  and  112,  a  distinction  has  been  attempted 
in  the  meaning  of  nuokur  and  ekakur,  whera  in  my  humble 
opinion  no  difierence  in  reality  exists,  and  nothing  in 
their  etymology  appears  to  justify  the  dogmatic  style  of 
the  paragraphs  to  which  this  stricture  alludes. 

Coortab  of  pag^  115,  is  one  of  a  thotaand  instances 
where  the  final  aspirate  h  is  most  absurdly  affixed  by  Eu-/ 
ropeans  to  oriental  words,  which  should  terminate  in  a  or 
u  only;  to  call  therefore  raja,  rana,  peshwa,  wala.  Etc. 
rajah,  ranah,  pesfawab,  walab,  is  much  on  a  footing  with 
the  fellowr,  idear,  iotar,  &c.  of  cockney  Tulgarity,  often 
heard  instead  of  fellow,  idea,  and  so  on.  In  the  true 
spirit  of  perversity,  a  different  abuse  of  the  h  occurs 
when  anktos,  hook,  crook;  hurgeela,  a  species  of  crane  \ 
aahib,  lord,  matter ;  are  severally  changed  to  haunkus, 
which  Williamson  terms  a  dnvcTy  from  hankna,  to  drive; 
argeekh,  his  vulture  \  and  seb,  ssib,  an  apple;  to  say  no- 
thing of  sipahee  thos  becoming  a  seapoy,  seaboy,  or  sea- 
beast;  and  eiyahee  ink,  appearing  as  shy,  instead  of 
siyah-ee,  blacknesM,  not  only  in  the  abstract,  but  tangible 
'  in  the  state  of  ink,  like  our  black-ivg  for  shoes  and  boots. 

Wiiltamson  first  commit  ankcos,  a  goad,  by  a  viciotu 
aspirate ;  and,  through  this  very  blunder,  aspires  to  the 
rank  of  an  etymologist,  with  a  plausibili^  that  would 
deceive  most  people ;  for  few  are  aware  that  the  discri- 
minative form  unksee,  signifies  a  tenter,  hook,  &c. 

Since  much  of  this,  volume  was  committed  to  paper, 
though  not  published  till  June,  1825,  numerous  improve- 
ments in  the  general  encouragement  of  oriental  literature 
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hare  been  adopted  at  the  different  establisbments  in  Hia- 
to  sUmnlate  all  their  civil  and  military  functionaries,  by 
only  who  shall  be  found,  on  trial  as  linguists,  best  qna* 
public  benefit  and  private  credit  To  interpreters,  adja- 
subsidiary  officers,  or  subalterns  in  command  of  com- 
rmn;  and  if  Ae  welfare  of  govemmeot,  in  such  sitaatioos, 
in  a  short  time  must  be  self-evident  in  every  iHBnch  of 

A  number  of  the  hints  fumisfaed  in  page  6,  &c.  also 
practice  by  the  local  govemmentg,  with  a  discrimination, 
all  in&aite  honour  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  most 
millions  of  subsidiary  proteges,  subjects,  and  dependants 
pire,  as  the  paramount  state  connected  with  the  Asiatic 

From  the  whole  of  the  aemiennial  reports  that  have 
local  information  may  be  obtained,  which  will  be  found 
the  twelfth  alone  may  still  be  consulted  advantageously, 
lectures  on  Hindoostanee  and  Persian  have  been  regulariy 
tinue  to  the  close  of  1825,  there  or  elsewhere,  as  the 

At  the  bottom  of  page  3,  after  result,  ioaert  ,  as  the 
intelligible,  which  is  not,  as  they  yet  stand,  the  case, 
would  recommen"3  the  adoption  of  the  epithet  Eurpasian, 
the  most  melodious,  coi^rehemhx,  and  inoffensive  appel- 
nity,  that,  from  their  numbers  alone,  are  daily  growing 
be  conciliated  with  the  appropriation  of  a  name  altogether 
dian,  with  Australtia  or  Auatrasia,  to  New  South  Wales 
in  the  former  pleasing  designation,  like  which  Earpasian 

By  referring  to  the  subsequent  contrasted  list  of  voca- 
both  the  bane  and  antidote  before  him.  Meemii  ke  tale, 
•*  rast  durogh  bugurdonee  rawee;"  but  tike  the  albvm 
and  foola  in  Hindoostan. 

general 


incorrect. 

correct. 

incorrect 

a  honourable. 

an  honourable. 

musoo/ahy 

baleswur. 

(UbasK 
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doostan,  which  have  latterly  been  vieing  with  one  soother 
giving  offices  of  responsibility  aod  emoluments  to  those 
Hfied  to  discharge  their  important  duties  with  the  greatest 
tants,  commissarieB,  agents,  paymasters,  provincial  or 
panies,  colloquial  proficiency  at  least  mnst  be  a  tine  qua 
be  invariably  preferred  to  individual  advantage,  the  result 
the  service. 

in  my  successive  reports  hare  been  progressively  put  in 
mBgnanimity,  and  candour,  which  cannot  fail  to  do  them 
deeply  interested  in  the  permanent  weal  of  one  hundred 
upon  the  genius,  arts,  arms,  and  laws  of  the  British  em- 
Peninsula,  and  its  adjacent  territories. 
been  published  within  the  last  six  years,  considerable 
no  where  else ;  but  most  of  them  having  run  out  of  print, 
by  immediate  application  at  No.  480,  Strand,  where 
delivered  during  six  months  past,  and  will  probably  con- 
course of  events  may  direct. 

8Cc.  serious.  Great,  8lc  to  make  those  lines  perfectly 
On  the  paragraph  humiliating  hints,  &c.  page  37,  I 
instead  of  Indo-BHton,  Anglo-Indian,  Eurasian,  &c.  as 
lation  which  could  be  conferred  on  an  encreasing  commu- 
more  important,  and  should,  from  motives  of  prudence, 
as  unexceptionable  and  equally  applicable  to  Anglo>In- 
and  Botany  Bay — a  sort  of  nick-oanie  almost  already  lost 
is  not  less  so,  and  will  be  hailed  accordingly, 
bles  according  to  the  old  and  new  school,  the  reader  has 
293,  momiye  ka  tel  f  this  is  a  tale  without  bead  or  tail — 
gracum,  munamf  oil  may  still  He  a  ttoatram  among  knaves 

emendations. 
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correct. 

incorrect. 

correct. 

rtcottfse. 

resoorce. 

ctirrif. 

quliyu. 
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iocorrect. 

incorrect. 

kcocah,  hookul. 

ha,qqu. 

musaock. 

tiabccJaaiT, 

cbabookBuwar. 

dole. 

hlmuA  hifdar, 

khufcli  burdar. 

tatty. 

dorigh. 

doriya. 

KOUd 

b.hereehara. 

karwak. 

fodur. 

fotu-dar,  pot  dar. 

,    guttaiop. 

batta,  erchange. 

butta,  or  discount  Jewauah, 

baua,/ull  pt). 

b,bata,  or  gratuity,  ehooiah. 

•i^.ria. 

surraf,  puew. 

ck^ 

tutteeldar, 

tuhseeldar. 

honaut. 

IKO&, 

buhuogee. 

kuUygkur. 

rfom,, 

chu(»i  reei  cbuor 

.   keamhdtm. 

tun  tun, 

kfaim'khus. 

dobs,,do6in. 

cumiaerbuita, 

kumur  bund. 

tomar. 

coortak,  courtah. 

koorta. 

ckudder. 

goorgah. 

gtnrga. 

dotee. 

tale  daiinny. 

tel'danee. 

mohout. 

towah. 

tuwa. 

coofy. 

cAiUum, 

cbilum. 

kaunkus. 

biUah, 

b,helu. 

tudjee. 

gatgah. 

gaoja. 

butttah, 

bang. 

b,hung,  buDg. 

dhou>. 

subzy. 

Bnbace. 

bcrghul,       . 

xenanak. 

zun-aDa. 

$eer. 

m^yom. 

mii,ujooit. 

gram. 

kakam. 

kuliyaD,  quUyan. 

iunoan. 

gwrgory, 

gON^^rae. 

ho*miah. 

karam. 

hurum. 

twhet. 

neriaul. 

Daryul. 

nauke//. 

jummah. 

jamu. 

iu,ee. 

puckauily. 

puk,halee, 

gauskot. 

bhtestif,  beattt,. 

bihiahtee. 

baugdoor. 

khut. 

kut,h. 

koorpah. 
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eorreei. 

incorrect. 

correct. 

muihk. 

bilicr. 

beldar. 

dol. 

Rhooia. 

tnttee. 

kallcimtty. 

kal««  mnttae. 

nand. 

toorkee. 

aoorkbae. 

k,liin>a. 

h^ 

boer,  ber. 

ghottatop. 

curmiah. 

komonda. 

j««»a. 

atmringaht 

kumruk,h. 

choolha. 

.tool. 

motb. 

chik,  chiq. 

xno. 

taa.  taBh 

q«Mt. 

•ooiy. 

Boirahee. 

qnlueegur. 

hmh  iurdar. 

khurcb  bnrdu. 

khQemo  dos. 

gwido*. 

gunda. 

d.bobM.d,faobw. 

co«ftd, 

qaaid. 

koombbar. 

dm.*, 

dak. 

ohnddDT. 

haUakom, 

bulalkbor. 

d,bolee. 

jarroo. 

j.haroo. 

mubawut. 

hamak. 

kbaniu 

qoolee. 

couobt 

ktuaab, 

ankoos. 

terang, 

Burbung. 

aajee. 

Htidal, 

tuoduel. 

butaee; 

noTO, 

manj,bee. 

da,o, 

i<^. 

dacdea. 

baigut. 

laka. 

t,hiiek». 

ser. 

gduA 

gulueya. 

cbona. 

cuichar 

k»cb,bar. 

aarban. 

gureriya. 

huoda. 

tutigoottf. 

luDgota^ 

tusk!,  173. 

bageechah, 

bagbeecha. 

nukel. 

eahar. 

kubar. 

BU,eeB,  Bues. 

chaUah, 

cb,bata. 

g,huBiyara. 

JkaddK,, 

jadoo. 

bagdor. 

cowrie, 

kaoree. 

•  ptinkak, 

puDk,ha. 
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iaeontct. 

ioconect. 

turban. 

surbund  f 

baumfyy 

palanquin. 

pslkee. 

tobh. 

mahana. 

miyanu. 

"•"•y. 

*»*, 

dolee. 

«««*, 

bahah. 

bocha. 

metah. 

taumjtumy, 

tang  jaog.h  ? 

attoTy  ottixh. 

rM 

nit,b. 

IM«,, 

ghorrywan. 

garee  wan. 

hummum. 

uma.^ 

shuh  miyanu. 

luatty. 

m,A,. 

meahdee. 

coonjeny, 

chuekrali. 

cb,bukra. 

ferra. 

hakery. 

ruhkula? 

criciy. 

bonltk. 

b.ha)tta. 

granny, 

jemir. 

juwara. 

churraug. 

badjra. 

bajura. 

pibcze. 

saleetak. 

abuleetn. 

veranda. 

MTU^e, 

sbutrunjee. 

chmbooKUh 

t*o».. 

kaosh,  kufiib. 

mcolnmmn. 

argetlah. 

mautigttehah. 

mangteeka. 

jautap. 

n-hut. 

ool,h. 

ghcUtry, 

jotmkak. 

j.hoomkfL 

^m. 

bolauk, 

batlaq. 

hooly. 

chmfmh. 

ctiumpa. 

ckamlm,. 

haateeah. 

hunsiye. 

purdah. 

liOaJ. 

tUgUweez. 

•ygaim. 

bqjoabund. 

b^ah. 

poamJo), 

pabonchee. 

laddy. 

tchoory. 

choorm. 

rireS, 

irah, 

a,eeDa. 

mmtm,. 

paumjeb. 

pazeb. 

carraboy. 

chtllah, 

ch,hiila. 

kaue. 

Ituy, 

teeiee. 

dmjpatty. 
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correct. 

incorrect. 

tarrtet. 

baodee. 

rMocij 

rahoo,  rooliee. 

tola. 

chujah. 

chanu. 

miaee. 

rMtmhJnby, 

□eemknbabee. 

gumlae. 

odjghir, 

ojgar. 

meetha. 

smimparrak. 

Bompera. 

utr,  itr. 

mnjoor. 

kanjur.         .     . 

beaoD. 

iitoujt. 

newnt. 

Jumiuam. 

kupaid,llCK>r^ 

hut,hee. 

dtttmeah. 

(),huniya. 

khunjoree. 

betch,. 

bich,hoo. 

P.""'"'- 

charpay. 

oharpaae. 

li,liirkee. 

buraaty. 

baraat>  buiMtee 

g,l»iniiiea. 

Pirio*. 

pmaj*. 

cbingh. 

>rf. 

j,heel. 

feelaoajfiiketu  BOB,  ferot. 

■am,*. 

bnramudn. 

m.ylak. 

mela. 

«<»<, 

hath. 

tun. 

madraiui. 

mudnuu. 

bu<g«da. 

mhul, 

m^. 

i,i»»p. 

iheearry. 

Bkikano. 

gutkiM. 

bStcarak, 

b,haMii,.ta. 

ko.ee  hue. 

cubcal. 

kotwal. 

holaa. 

iMai, 

tola. 

chudDee. 

daikckee. 

dagchea. 

purdo. 

««.»>«, 

buoijra. 

fgmn. 

hmkam,  Mmnu 

hakeem. 

bwga. 

Ml, 

kayul,h. 

taJo^ttree. 

h,^. 

kafir. 

aharab. 

tema  davx. 

n>nb^.e. 

britearm. 

b,hatliiyario. 

,«»b.. 

Imxeei, 

bukkaliish. 

khtiaaa. 

pore 

poor.      _ 

choul. 

ehanwul. 
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iDOomct 

comet. 

inoorrect. 

oltah, 

«(.. 

jtmmadar. 

r-iw, 

urhur. 

dovnmy 

g«mU,. 

gumla. 

rAoitnonidt, 

fooour. 

*»gy. 

gfa™, 

gam. 

b-flh 

**"Hy» 

iiniij,hee. 

hut, 

■0.M, 

ol«i. 

eudd<«,lch, 

P»<e%. 

piittU. 

htidah. 

■fe(»i(. 

dok«.t. 

•mm. 

■  To  enable  every  reader  of  this  volume  to  fumiBh  hiaadf 
may  eoconnter  on  the  surface  of  the  glohe,  as  a  sojoamer 
to  annex  a  letter  and  diorama  intended  expressly  for  that 
longer  be  bewildered  with  a  puzzling  polygniphy,  wluch 
regions  and  nations  by  a  variety  of  persons,  from  the  total 
cultivated  and  encouraged  according  to  those  deaerta,  that 
therein,  to  minds  and  certain  oigaos  naturally  commen- 

Daily  practice  in  writing  the  universal  character,  after 
month  only,  will  make  it  perfectly  familiar  as  a  kind  of 
bols  have  nniformly  disappeared,  being  in  truth,  needless 
expelled  by  myself  as  drones  in  the  repablican  hive  of 
good  to  mankind. 

A  little  reflection  will  convince  any  body  convenant 
the  letters  actually  enumerated  on  the  dionuna,  thdr 
which  pervades  the  plan,  is  maturely  considered,  the 
subdivisions,  than  exceeds  twen^,  or  at  most,  two  doioi 
labials,  comprising  several  individuals,  when  taken  tt»- 
only  differently  modified  in  the  mouths  of  various  triba 
stenographic  grammaclature  may  yet  be  contrived  from 
procurable  be  not  counter-balanced  by  the  impiactica- 
the  beaten  path  of  any  language,  until  previous  steps  be 
.but  e&ctual,  as  I  have  literally  done.    The  lett<er  not- 
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jumuadar. 

gwmdah, 

ghrondu. 

dnoraba. 

jolah. 

j,hoIa. 

rawunua. 

khomky. 

koomukee  ? 

dengee. 

r'hutU, 

ruth. 

taefu. 

akbar. 

ukkbar.      ■ 

kee. 

mocurrery. 

mooqumiree. 

gaddela. 

tattman, 

tang,  ban. 

k.hBd,ha. 

moruoon, 

muosum. 

Band?  sant? 

with  a  coDststent  scheme  for  spelling  any  langut^e  be 
or  resident  in  foreign  climeB,  it  has  been  thought  adriseable 
purpose,  and  I  feel  quite  convinced  the  public  will  no 
exists  in  most  books  of  travels  through  newly-discovered 
want  of  one  catholic  system  like  mine ;  provided  this  be 
a  seriooB  perusal  or  two  will  of  course  clearly  develop 
Borate  with  such  an  arduous  task, 

it  has  been  duly  comprehended,  during  the  space  of  one 
short  hand,  whence  the  whole  tribe  of  superfluoas  sym- 
incumbrances  among  all  the  languages  of  the  earth,  and 
letters,  which  have  hitherto  done  infinitely  more  barm  than 

with  themes  of  this  nature,  that  were  we  to  reckon  by 
amount  must  be  formidable  indeed  ;  but  when  the  spirit 
number  virtually  keeps  pace  rather  with  the  sixteen  literal 
of  congenial  characters;  for  a  set  of  cognates,  like  the 
versally,  constitutes,  in  some  measure,  a  single  symbol, 
and  races  of  rational  creatures.  From  this  very  bint  a 
the  catholic  one  I  have  projected,  if  the  advantages  thus 
bility  of  suddenly  introducing  too  great  a  deviation  from 
cautiously  taken  to  render  the  transition  not  only  plausible, 
tioned  above  is  as  follows  :— 
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"  In  one  of  the  tarliat  Tolumei  of  yonr  mitceUiny,  my 
first  esBay  on  a  UDireml  Isngnage  and  character,  with  an 
explanatory  diag;ram,  made  its  appearance,  under  many 
disadrantageB,  from  the  mnt  of  an  appropriate  set  of 
typea,  and  that  experience  in  the  pursuit  of  an  object, 
which  more  than  ten  years'  perseretiDg  cultivation  haa 
since  effoided,  I  presume,  with  commensurate  effects.  At 
the  period  here  mentioned,  I  promised  to  prosecute  the 
scheme  to  practical  perfection  ;  I  therefore  do  feel  bound  io 
honour  to  convince  the  subscribers  of  your  Journal  that  I 
am  still  a  man  who  never  wished  to  conceal,  under  a 
bushel,  whatever  light  he  could  throw  upon  any  useful 
subject ;  far  less,  to  shrink  from  the  defence  of  his  own 
doctrines,  however  eccentric  and  worthless  they  may.^- 
pear  in  the  eyes  of  tupe^^aiU .  observers,  or  of  those  fn- 
found  scholars  who  deem  ieanting  alone  the  aummum 
bonum  of  sooi^  life,  in  lieu  of  real  kaovle<^e.  With  the 
professed  view  of  courting  liberal  criticism  from  the  Bri- 
tish Indian  community  in  particular,  end  the  public  at 
l^fg^f  you  are  moat  welcome  to  insert  the  whole  Diorama 
in  your  number  for  June ;  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  find 
favour  not  only  in  your  sight,  but  prove  acceptable  also  to 
the  m^ority  of  your  Oriental  readers  at  home  and  abroad, 
who  will  be  both  able  and  willing  to  appreciate  my  peod- 
ii^  lucubrations  accoiding  to  their  deserts,  when  the 
whole  hare  been  fairly  submitted  for  that  tribunal's  sen- 
tence, whence,  as  there  is  no  appeal^  respectful  submission 
in  me  becomes  a  matter  of  course  to  its  irrevocable  judg- 
ment. In  the  mean  time,  it  is  possible  some  seasonable 
hints  may  be  generously  communicated  through  the  me- 
dium of  your  popular  Journal,  and  I  shall  not  foil  to  use 
tbem  thankfully  during  the  progress  of  the  Polyglossal 
Briush  Atlas,  now  in  the  press ;  that  the  work  may  be 
thus  brought,  if  practicable,  at  once  to  perfection— the 
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gnoA  aim  of  all  my  philological  laboura,  since  Uieir 
origiD,  nearly  half  a  century  ago.  After  the  luminoua  ob* 
setrations  published  a  few  yaers  before  hia  Lordahip  left 
India,  by  ao  aecon^ilisbed  a  writer  as  tbe  Marquis  Uas- 
tinga,  in  praise  of  the  Bngliah  language,  conbnsted  wiltl 
evory  Oilher,  my  feeble  Toice  ob  anch  a  thenoe  here  voalil 
be  qaile  ftuparfluous,  if  not  impertinent;  especially  aa  H 
is  generally  taken  for  granted,  from  recent  Uading  articUt 
in  bis  literary  creed,  that  the  acute  and  claaiical  Mr.  Can- 
ning ereti,  ia  equally  partial  to  bis  native  tos^oe ;  which, 
were  its  glaring  oaeografAy  sow  reforoied  on  rational 
principles.  Would  soon  become,  in  prefoenc*  to  French, 
the  most  current  speech  over  the  whole  cirilised  world,  be- 
cause it  coold  then  be  commonicatad  ^cittafy  to  all 
foreignen,  within  tbe  apace  of  a  £aw  mont/u,  instead  of  as 
muiy  yeart,  hitherto  required  for  that  purpose,  and  mi^t 
thus  be  deemed  a  giae  quA  turn  accompli^ment  to  the 
literati  of  both  hemi^hercs. 

The  Diorama,  in  its  present  state,  tnust  speak  fot  itaelf ) 
and  if  assailed  in  those  parts  that  may  yet  be  ooDsidcrad 
nlneraUe,  I  mean  either  to  defend  myself  boldly,  or  ho' 
ntfltly  to  acknowledge  every  &fec<e(2  mistake ;  my  object 
being,  In  fact,  rather  to  inculcate  the  utility  of  colUratiog 
eommon  seme,  and  of  eateblisbing  permanent  truths 
among  mankind,  than  to  obtain  the  fleettag  triumph  whiah 
any  polemic  victcvy  or  defeat  coald  aver  prodnoe. 

A  variety  of  attempts  have  been  heretofore  abortively 
made  to  establish  a  general  standud  for  oea>de»tfr«rieat(il 
ortboepigraphy ;  bvtnone  of  their  prt^ton,  myself  tx^ 
eepted,  eve*  c«atemp4ated  the  poasibility  of  thewwilb 
combining  a  universal  kingnage  and  a  caithotifl  ofaanctery 
on  principles  ofsuch  evident  utility  andsimplieity,  that  he 
wi^  maw  may  almMt  read  tiieir  practicability  in  each  de- 
pwrtmeatof  my  new  view  of  literal  ecopomy ;  and  adaptcid, 
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M  it  is,  to  every  dialect  under  the  san,  ultimate  bHan  in 
tbia  project  will  prove  rather  a  misfortDQe  attribstable  to 
public  apathy  thau  to  any  fault  of  mine. 

To  many  of  my  earliest  pupils,  who  probably  consti- 
tute a  large  proportion  of  your  anhBcribers,  I  muat  ex- 
plain a  deviation  or  two  from  my  first  system  of  Hio- 
dee  Roman  ortboepigraphy,  to  reconcile  them  at  leoMt  to 
all  subsequent  improvements,  and  upon  similar  grounds, 
viz.  those  longings  after  perfectiony  which  Providence 
has  wisely  implanted  in  every  ingenuous  breast,  as  the 
soul's  surest  guide  and  noblest  claim  to  immortalify, 
after  its  body  has  been  mingled  with  the  parent  dnsL 
The  ridiculous  alphabetical  name  and  occasional  sound 
of  our  letter  u,  was  originally  denoted  in  my  Dictionary 
by  eu,  but  shortly  afterwards,  for  obvious  reasons,  yoo 
was  invariably  substituted  for  eu.  In  the  like  manner, 
kea,  keea^  were  converted  to  kya,  kiya,  restricting  the 
power  of  y,  uniformly,  to  its  consonantal  sound,  heard 
alone  in  the  English  words  printed  thus — y-awo>  y-ou, 
y-olk.  Sec  never  pronounced  eye^wn,  eye-ou,  or  ey&- 
olk.  This  judicious  step  having  been  seasonably  taken, 
consistency  of  principles  obliged  me  to  obliterate  en- 
tirely the  vocal  sound  which  y  has  In  my,  cry,  by  super- 
sedii^  this  for  ever  with  ue,  ui,  perceptible  in  buy, 
guide,  guile,  guise ;  and  in  the  Scottish  pronunciation 
ol^  not  tyoosday,  but  as  it  is  more  plainly  exhibited 
in  Tuesday ;  besides,  the  fact  of  this  ue  being  in  per- 
fect unison  with  the  Oriental  mode  of  forming  this 
very  common  diphthong  vowel,  aa^lt,  if  not  viable  in 
Um  o^an,  letter,  .and  pronoun,  indiscriminately  called 
eye,  i;  a  bivocal,  very  difierent  indeed  from  they,  no- 
ticed above  in  y-awo,  for  the  iota,  with  os,  indicates 
ai,  ae,  ue,  ui,  eye,  not  the  yaw,  as  in  yaw-n,  which  th. 
Hindoos  term  yu-k&r,  never  wy.    Previous  to  the  emen- 
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dation  in  qaestion,  the  words  tyyar,  yyam,  and  many 
more,  of  a  similar  kind,  exhibited  the  prepoaterous  use 
and  abnse  of  y,  vocally  and  conBonaotly  together;  an 
evident  absurdity,  but  ultimately  rectified  thus,  tueyar, 
&o.  To  avoid  the  possibility  of  ou  being  ever  deemed 
the  French  combination  in  pour,  which  might  conse- 
quently be  confounded  with  the  English  poor,  and  a 
parity  of  reasoning  ou  both  uo  and  ue  from  Eastern 
orthography,  induced  me  to  transpose  the  vowels  oa,  in 
hotuCf  sound,  our,  to  form  out  of  them,  both  more  syn- 
thetically and  analytically,  the  canine  or  bow-toou  diph- 
thong,  uo,  so-uor,  guo,  suo,  bno,  wuo,  &c,  at  which 
unequivocal  uo,  and  its  twior-brother  ue,  my  tbonght- 
less  quondam-scholars  have  been  harking  ever  since, 
without  either  rhyme  or  reason  on  their  side,  but  merely 
from  sheer  inability,  indolence,  or  mulish  disinclination, 
to  follow  me  in  the  right  path,  after  I  bad  left  the  old 
beaten  one,  which  greater  experience  clearly  evinced  was 
palpably  wrong.  That  the  Diorama  will  excite  some  such 
hue  and  ay,  afler  its  innovations,  also,  is  probable  enough, 
till  those  who  complain  of  my  progressive  improvements 
shall  deliberately  recollect  bow  repeatedly  Watt,  and 
every  other  grand  inventor  of  useful  machines,  were  em- 
ployed all  their  lives  in  rendering  them  still  more  perfect 
by  the  various  alterations  and  additions,  which  long 
practice  and  self-conviction  of  existing  defects  suggested 
from  time  to  time ;  always  in  the  hope  of  reaching  there- 
'  by  the  luplus  ultra  of  aspiring  genius  that  was  to  trans- 
mit such  men's  names  to  posterity,  as  the  honest,  inde&- 
tigable  beneiactors  of  their  own  age  and  country.  Had 
the  true  sound  been  retained  of  the  ioterjection  hae  (hue,) 
introduced  above,  to  chime  in  with  the  cry  raised  after  a 
thief,  it  alone  must  have  levelled  my  adopted  ue  (eye) 
with  the  meanest  capacity ;  but  our  notorious  cacography 
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hM  converted  hae,  throu^  hue,  to  hyoo— Mtnething  to- 
tally distinct  in  oral  complexion  from  the  hae  orae .'  hue 
krue  f  fonnerly  intended ;  and  which  ja  y«t  daily  heard 
by  0fery  London  coKcb-driTM*,  as  ho !  hae  \  hoe  I  by  1 — 
familiar  exclamations,  and  moreorflr,  con^iletely  Hindoo*- 
tanee !  With  the  Diorama,  a  neat  lithographic  pn»pect«s 
of  the  Catholic  litradature  and  Lord^s  Prayer,  in  ter^ 
Symbols,  will  of  course  read)  you,  that  the  printed  and 
written  doxology  may  be  compared  easily  together,  along 
with  the  New  Series  of  Letters,  as  the  most  convenient 
harbingers  to  a  long  projected  scheme  of  mine  for  com- 
municating jnreHmdoostanee  rapidly  to  Englishmen,  and 
good  English  equally  so  to  the  natires  of  British  India. 
Both  objects  of  this  comprehansiTe  design  may  be  ac- 
complished nmuUantotulif  by  means  of  the  proposed  noi- 
renal  character,  in  which  the  aubseqaent  editions  of  my 
works  will  succeBsively  appear,  hot  all  greatly  cnrtatJed 
in  prolixity,  intricacy  and  price,  from  an  earnest  desire 
on  my  part  in  future,  to  supply  the  whole  of  those  who 
shall  still  oonflde  in  me,  with  a  nuurmMm  of  practical  Ori- 
ental hnmoiedge,  Uirough  a  mtntmum  expenditure  of  time, 
toil,  or  cash,  during  the  prosQcntion  of  such  literary  pur- 
suits, St  home  or  abroad.  Learners  from  the  age  of  ax 
to  sixty  years,  and  of  both  sexes,  will,  on  personal  apj^- 
cation,  or  by  post  paid  letters,  receivs  every  aid  in  my 
power,  induding  references  to  those  instractora  and  pri- 
rate  institutions  where  the  improved  system  of  Oriental 
tuition  has  been  or  shall  be  Buccessfully  adopted  and  ap* 
[rfied  to  the  youngest  scholars. 

I  cannot  terminate  even  this  long  address  without  nost 
earnestly  recommending  the  immediate  extension  of  in- 
fant tuition  to  practical  Orientalism  in  the  British  isles ; 
bnt  on  such  conciliatory  principle*,  and  short  tey^-eoidml 
propositions,  that  every  child  may  enaprebend  lliem  al. 
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most  at  oiM  glance ;  a  purpoae  for  which  I  ant  at  present 
preparing  a  pleasant  wholesale  mode  of  inBtroction  that 
will  soon  snperaede  the  disgnsting  retail  method,  hitherto 
•o  much  in  v(^e,  of  cramming  jarenile  heads  wiA  oae- 
ku  rules  in  endless  and  tormenting  detail,  thereby  con- 
««rtiDg  a  pleaswable  paitime  to  that  scholastic  drndgery 
which  has  now  become  qtiite  inauffenble.  The  capeci* 
tiM  of  mere  ehildmi  have  never  yet  had  fair  play  by  tita 
early  cultivation  of  their  intdlectiul  facoltiea,  in  a  fami- 
liar, endearing  my,  through  the  precocious  curionty  pe> 
cnliar  to  tbeir  tender  yean,  nbereon  we  might,  under 
proper  treatment,  engrafl  the  fairest  ctaasical  fraits  of 
adolescence,  instead  of  devoting  this  metnrer  period  of 
existeoca  for  the  acquiaition  of  arts  and  sciences,  almost 
exclusively  to  the  mere  correction  of  idle  bad  habits,  as> 
BDmed  in  the  noraery,  the  kitchen,  a  vicious  neighbour- 
hood, or  last  not  least,  of  some  evil  coinraunications 
imbibed  in  the  very  parlours  and  drawing<rooms  of  the 
infonf  B  own  '  inbtuftted  parents.  Mudi  more  may  be 
taught  vnder  tbe  age  of  seven  than  inexperienced  people 
eau  readily  credit,  and  from  that  period  till  twelve  or 
fourteen,  tuitionary  wonders  might  in  general  be  perform- 
ed, even  in  the  higher  branchea  of  education,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  improvements  daily  making  in  the 
■sefhl  art  of  teaching.  When  these  shall  have  been  ex- 
tensively adopted,  the  most  ungovernable  portion  of  human 
life,  between  twelve  and  twenty,  may  thus  be  so  com- 
pletely engrossed  with  scientific,  professional,  and  other 
interesting  occupations,  that  the  vicious  and  criminal  pro- 
penaitiea  of  heedless  youth  will  find  neitiier  time  nor 
place  for  Inxuriant  growtii,  at  Tank  weeds,  iu  such  profifie 
gardens  for  the  most  ennobling  prodactions,  from  both 
their  beads  and  hearts.  Should  the  recently  projected 
BBiversity  be  founded  in  the  British  metropolis,  I  trust  it 
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will  accord  mnch  better  than  iu  estaUiahed  predeceuon 
with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  present  century,  and  that 
among  other  detiderata,  the  seasonable  culture  of  English 
and  other  liviag  dialects,  with  a  guatttum  mtgicit  of  ancient 
lore  and  elementary  Orientalism  will  be  do  longer  over- 
looked or  rejected  from  any  silly  preference  of  dead  lan- 
guages and  classical  erudition,  as  this  preposterous 
predilection  is  too  apt  to  create  an  exctuBive  monopoly, 
hostile  to  all  future  improvement." 
I  remain,  &c. 

JOBN  BOBTBWICK   GiLCHRIBT. 

No.  n.  Clarges  Strtet, 
Ui  June,  1826. 


Coatd  juvenile  passengers  to  India-be  seasonably  per- 
snaded  to  devote  their  jpare  time  on  board  ship  to  intel- 
lectual improvements,  they  would  seldom  be  haunted  with 
ennut,  the  common  bane  of  a  tedious  voyage,  because 
there  would  then  be  some  antidotes  always  before  them, 
among  which  I  would  strongly  recommend  to  oriental 
tyros,  the  chirography  of  the  East,  by  way  of  relaxation 
even  from  their  ordinary  pastimes  and  more  studious 
pursuits. 

To  facilitate  short  diurnal  exercises  of  this  description, 
a  very  comprehensive  table  of  Naguree,  Persi-Arabic, 
Hindee-Roman,  and  Catholic  symbols,  in  regular  suc- 
cession and  contrast  with  each  otber,  has  been  inserted 
immediately  after  the  Diorama,  and  script  specimen  of  the 
doxology,  in  the  universal  character  thus  extended,  and 
applied  to  the  three  foregoing  Eastern  litr^clatures,  with 
the  besteffects.  Every  youth,  in  the  least  degree  expert 
with  his  pen  or  pencil,  will  readily  write,  paint,  or  draw 
exact  copies  of  each,  more  or  less  beautiful,  as  industry. 
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geaiuB,  and  iDcliaatioD,  may  continue  to  direct  hia  exer- 
tions in  thiB  most  usefal  line  of  Orientalism  while  at  sea, 
aay  From  foar  to  six  months;  at  the  termination  of  which, 
he  might  thus  become  a  tolerable  Oriental  scribe  and  de- 
cipherer, by  the  practice  of  reading  in  and  writing  from 
those  classical  Hiadoostanee  or  Persian  books  that  bis- 
self  or  shipmates  may  happen  to  possess,  either  in  manu- 
scripts or  print. 

This  branch  of  local  qualifications  is  hourly  becomii^ 
most  essential,  and  may  yet  be  constituted  an  indispen- 
sable accomplishment  for  all  responsible  lucrative  offices 
is  the  Company's  service ;  let  me  therefore  earnestly  en- 
treat each  promising  emigrant  to  British  India,  befor« 
departure  irom  London,  to  supply  hisself  with  the  requi- 
site publications,  for  not  merely  a  portable  Oriental  library, 
but  the  materials  to  acquire  the  art  of  writing  on  proper 
paper,  with  congenial  pens  and  ink,  to  secure  the  greatest 
chance  of  ultimate  saccess  for  every  self-taught  penman, 
who  by  seasonable  application  at  No.  7,  Leadenhall-street, 
may  obtain  good  copy  lines,  or  Onseley's  Complete  Per- 
sian Manuscript  Guide,  at  a  very  moderate  price. 

The  reader  is  requested  to  read  kootte  kee  for  koottee 
kee,  in  page  603. 


THI    END. 


idbvGoogle 


PHIMTBD  BV  s.  AND  R.  BBNTLKT,   DOUKT  miKRT. 


DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 


:dbvGoogIe 


i- 


bvGoogle 


DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 


:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


JAN  14  1942 


4 


l^^^ip: 


".oogle 


:dbvGoogIe 


